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A SPFECIAL SESSION,

A mpeclal sesslon of the Lsagislature 18
now  broached by the Taxpayers'
League—a body of such good record and
repute that this hitherto fatherless pro-
Ject ean now count on support that Is
entitled to respectful conslderation. We
congratulate the eague upon its temer-
ity. The sccredited view of Legisla-
tures i that they are too much in evi-
dence ne It 1s. There are {00 many jaws,
too mapy sessione. The fewer the bet-
ter. To propose an extra one 18 to court
the most determined possible opposition,
Most persons feel that if the state can't
g*t laws enough passed at the blennial
ecsnionn already In vogue, it should
make shift pomehow to do without them.

It Is perfectly clear that no adequate
basis for & speclal session would exlst
if it were not for the complications of
the Senatorial election which will al-
moat certainly dominate and embarrass
every undertaking at the regular ses-
eion. This is not to eay that action in
afvance of the regular sesslon is not
deslrable on certain subjects, But this
desirability of early action would have
no possible show of popular acceptance
and approval, If It were generally ex-
pected that the Legisiature would be
able in January to reach prompt action
on the questions invelved, unencum-
bered with the operations of Senatorial
asplrants,

We take {t, for example, that an act
putiing the initlstive and referendum
in force and prescribing its mode of pro-
cedurs, passed January 15, would be as
effective and salutary In practice as
one passed November 156, The enact-
ment of the Portland charter January
16 would be ap good in every respect as
its enactment November 16. What time
could be gained by the Lewls and Clark
Centennial between November and Jan-
uary would not compensate for the cost
of the speclal session. Promptness In
all these things 18 desirable; but another
thing =qually or surpassingly desirable
s care in use of the public money.
Every member of the Legisiature Is re-
sponsible to the constituency that elect-
ed him and to no one of the several In-
terests asking for s special session.

We shell not seek, however, to min-
imize the dangers In which every legiti-
mate concern of legisintion stands from
the Senatorial fight, or 10 blink the seri-
ousness of the possibliity of fallure
which s thereby involved for every one
of the undertakings in question. Little

" was done at the seasion of 1895; nothing
whatever at the sesslon of 1897; the rec-
ord of 1898 i» a very thin volume, and at
the session of 181 scarcely a tople of
real importance to the state had any
careful or conscientioua attention. All
these miscarriages of lawmaking were
due to fierce fights over the Senntorship,
and the pres=nt outlook 1s not promising
for anything better.

IT there 18 mo special sesslon, we
should not be called upon to eonfront
yét we can expect to confront nothing
else than a sltvation bordering upon an
impasse for every project, meritorions
or otherwise, whose advocates do not
bow the knee to the faction in control of
either house. The Lewils and Clark
Centennial, the Portiand charter, the
Portland drydock, the Stais University,
assessment and taxation laws, the state
institutione at Sdlem and clsewhere, the
Agricultural College, the Normal
Behools, and every appropriation, every
ohject of local as well as general con-
oern and Importance, will be held up at
the dictatlon of one or othér group of
Benatorinl manipulators. It Is  this
most melancholy and humiliating spec-
tacle which the Taxpayers’ League, as
we undersiand its purposes, desires to
minimize.

It will octur to the most superficial
obmerver, however that the speclal ses-
eon, if called, would itsslf be In grave
peril of running shipwreck upon these
same rocks of political ambitione. The
membership is the same, the ambitions
are am keen now as they will be then,
&nd It Is difficuit to ‘oonceive oy of the
alert and indefatigable gentlemen al-
ready In the fleld as voluntarlly fore.
gcing advaniages which might accrue
to them from ald or hindrance to any
undertaking whatéever. The orzaniza-
tion of each house will Instantly be-
come the prize of Senatorial combina-
tiope. A vote on the Lewls and Clark
appropriation can be traded in Novem-
ber for repayment in January as readily
as in January for repayment !'n Febru-

ary. If it were possibie to hold a epe-
cinl session entirely dissociated from
Benntorinl complications, much good

might come of {t. Otherwise, otherwise,

These suggestions are set down here
for the consideration of the Taxpayers'
League, the Legislature itself, and the
Governor, upon whom the final respon.
sibllity must rest. The matter is one
nol for Portland, but for the state at
jarge, which is concerned in the Lewis
and Clark Centennial, and which is en-
titled to & feir and untrammeled vote

1
in the Legislature upon the appropria-

tion for that object. A special eession
that does all the good expected of 1t and
avolds the evils feared will be well. A
special session that doea the reverse of
thia wil]l redound to the perpetual dis-
credit of its participants and ils au-
thors,

SAYVED BY GOOD LUCK.

The recent great strike lasted over
five months, apd the estimated general
losses caused amount to $300,000,000.
This great induetrial struggle, which
has lifted the price of fuel to over 20,-
000,000 of people to §15 to $30 a ton, was
not terminated by the Intervention of
law. It was terminated by the inter-
venition of a great citizen, President
Roosevelt, who dld mot pretend that his
interference was official In any sense,
direct or Indirect; he simply offered his
pereonal good offices as a medlator be-
tween the parties to this great contro-
versy, for which he was courteously
thanked by the representative of the
sirikers and Insulted by the mine aper-
ators. These mine operators ylelded
eubs=quently because J. Plerpont Mor-
gan ordered them to do so. Morgsn
had bralns emough to see that public
opinlon was =0 strongly behind Presi-
dent Roosevelt that It .would be bad
public polley for capltal to show less
willingness to submit to the arbltration
of the President than labor. In other
words, we are out of a terrible struggle
by goed luek. |

President Roosevell's actlon binds
nobody but himeelf, If he should be
re-clected, probably there would be no
strike of ldentical character, because
the operators could not afford It. They
know what to expect of Roosevelt. They
have had all the Intervention they want
from him. But suppose in 1904 the dis-
gruntled plutocrats of both parties get
together and say to the leaders of the
Democratic party, " SMake your platform
what you please: nominate anybody
you think you can elect, and we will
furnish you all the support in shape of
money you peed, Democratic platforme
are nothing but translent war cories
that dle of exhaustion after election.
Any man you can elect wiil be prefer-
able to Roossvelt, because Roosevelt
means what he says, while nobody that
you can elect can possibly be as Intract-
able am he. With us It is ‘anything to
beat Roossvelt'™

Suppes= Roosevelt 1a defeated In 1904,
or suppose the defeat of the Republican
party does not come untlj 1908, or sup-
pose the Republican elicted i2 8 mun
of equal honesty but of distinetly differ-
ent temperament from Rooseveltl, what
then? Why, then a formidable strike
in the anthracite region, for lack of a
man ifke Roasevelt, able and willlng to
deal persuasively with &8 man ke
Mitchell, would be suffered to proceed
to the grimmesi possible extremity,
Under the circumstances of the recent
sirlke we do wnot believe a Republican
lawyer, like Benjamin Harrison, or a
Democratic lawyer, like Grover Clove-
land, would have taken the initiatlve as
Roosevelt did {n offering himeelf as a
mediator between striking labor and its
empioyers. Officinlly Harrison or Cleve.
land would have irterfered promptly if
asked for ald by the Governor or to en-
force the laws of the Unlted States, hut
nelther of these men would have de-
parted from the lmit of their afficial
dutles and powers unofficlally to ues
thelr permonal prestige to quell a great
strike. Some great and good men, from
strict notlone concerning the good polley
of such unofficial Intervention and me-
diation, would not attempt It, and some
equally good men might attempt It and
faill.

It is clear, therefors, that we cannot
afford to trust to & repetition of our
recent good luck to relleve us from perl-
odlcal business distress and political
disturbance that is alwaye consequent
upon a great strike that is long drawn
out. We have learned by experlence
what dire distress can be Inflicted upon
twenty milllons of people at the East
who are dependant upon anthracite coal
for fuel, by a great strike, and we are
bound In obedience to sound. public pol-
icy to protect this great public from n
recurrence of such coal faminea, We
cannot trust to good luck. We must
intrench the paramount public weal be-
hind the law. Bome of the soundest jur-
ists in the country fairly plead that
while trades-unions exercise a great
power they ought to be legally Incor-
porated; and Carroll D. Wright savs
that the official programme of federa-
tions of labor favore both State and
Natlonal incorporation of labor organi-
zations. Sound jurlsts say that while
employes are liable, can be susd, can
be compelied to live up to thelr con-
tracta, can be cast in damages, labor
uniona are Irresponsible, may violate
thelr own codes, their own oaths, their
most eolemn contracte, yet cannot be
brought into eourt.

English unlons make a practice of In-
corporating, and the recent declslon of
the Law Lords In the Taff Vale raliway
case lald it down that any organization
which can work an injury must be heid
for the resulling damages Trades-
unlons should be incorporated, and a
compulsary arbitration act should be
passed under which every controversy
between coal miners and coal operators
can be heard and finally declded. The
work goes on untll the quarrel has been
adjudicated, and then the men may re-
Ject it or the operators reject It, but
if the men work they must work accord-
Ing to the terms of the declslon, and If
the operators mine they must respect it.
If this senslble mode of preventiag ruin-
oue strikes does not find favor, we shall
certainly do woree by adopting the rem-
e¢dy of Natlenal ownership of cos] mines
and coal rallroads, for the public will
not continue to be severely distressed
eVery two years or so by a Jong-drawn-
out struggle between labor and capital
Invested In coal mines. King Coal for
the future will not be permitied to play
the part of a selfish and cruel despot.

The worse than folly of allowing emo-
tional young women and girls to engage
in prison and other reform work has
been illustrated many times in blighted
lives and disgraced familles. It has
been asserted, no doubt with truth, that
the evils resulting from marriages that
were due to the assoclation In Good
Templars' lodges upon terms of soclal
equality between young women Imbued
with the spirit of reform and men who
profesmed to have abandoned the drink
habit have much more than overbal-
anced the good accomplished by this
temperance order. The disastrols con-
sevquences In the same line that have
occamlonally followed teaching by young
girla In Chinese misslon schools, and
even among the Indlans are also o
evidence of folly of this nature, while
prigon records abound o Instances of n
similar character. The most recent of
these 19 now before the public In con-
nectlon with the sulclde of the noted
cutcast, Jim Younger, and & young
woman whose love he won while he was
wearing prieon stripes apd she was'en-

gaged in prison misslon work.

semi-tragic, seml-intertional “good-bye,
lassie” and her impassloned declara-
tion, “He is mine, and mine only,” form
a lovesick sequel to a story that ls, un-
fortunately, too real o be romantic.

The moral of such & story is not far to
peck.

THE IRISH GRIEVANCE.

The Irish people, as Gladstone com-
fesead, when he urged home rule, had
a just cause of complalnt againnt Eng<
land for years of misgovernment, from
the days of Queen Elizabeth to the ac-
cession of Victoria, but beginning with
O’'Connell, a truly great statesman,
who ebtained Catholle emancipation In
1529, the drift of English legfblation has
been In the directlon of the redress of
the gricvances of Ireland. It Is not a
falr Indictment of England today that
she conquered Ireland n the twelfth
century; it I» not fair to hold Engiand
of today responetble for the barbarous
goverament of Ircland under Elizabeth
and James I, under Cromwell. Wiillam
Il and George III. There are very
black pages in our own history, llke ourn
support of negro slavery In the past,
but it would be hardly falr to denocunce
us today because of our unlovely treat-
ment of both the negro and the Indlan.

The trouble with Ireland today Is
somewhat of kin to our trouble with the
oegro prohlem. It Is easy to establish
a great wrong in the government of a
subject people, but it is always difficult

rapldly to redress that wrong when you~
Now, it

become allve to its existence,
Is but simple jusiice to England to say
that if she has not redrecsed all the
wronge of Ireland she has made com-
mendable progresn in that direction
gines 1820, O'Connell 414 a great deal
through constitutional agitation, and It
wns not hle fault that In hie old age and
infirmity the antice of “the young Ire-
land party” of 1848 halted the progress
of constitutiona] agitation for reform.
In 1888 Gladstone dizestablished the
Irish Church, and then followed the riee
of Parnell, the greatest name, eave
O'Connell, on the roll of the Irlsh agi-
tators for constitutionanl reform. With
Gladstone as an ally of Parnell, that
Irish land tenure legisiation was begun
which |5 %0 radical that to Amerlcan
minds it wonld seem revolutionary.

Since Gladstone's day the movement
for home rule has been a “lost causs,™
but there has been no backward step
taken In the matter of the gradual ox-
tenslon of the scope of the famous land
act of 1%81. Irishmen of high Inteill-
gence, who have recently visited Ire-
land for the very purpose of seeing the
situntion for themselves, report that the
condition of things is excellent com-
pared with what existed prior to the
passage of the land act. The schools
are vastly Improved, the faces of the
men and women in the streets, at the
falrs and fn all places of publle resort
wear an cxpres=ion of physical com-
fort and mental serenity. Social hap-
piacss amddg all classes, high and low,
seemed generally to prevail. The old
hovele on the great astates in which the
tenants formerly lived )ike plgs and not
seldom with the pigs had been replaced
by well-bullt and well-kept cotltages of
stona. The intelligent people of ull
clar=es admitted that with the pasmge
of T. W. Russell’s land-purchase bill,
under which the large landlords would
be hought out by the government and
the lands #old to peasant proprietors,
Ireland would have small ground for
just complaint.

The Irish League orator at Chicago,
ex-Congreasman Flnerty, when he talkes
ahout the lands In Ireland belonging by
hereditary right to the Irish people,
talks ke & vislonary. We might as
well talk of the lands of Oregon belong-
Ing by hereditary right 1o the American
Indian, or Cube and Porto Rico to the
Caribs. In our judgment, the Irish
party in the English Parllament, with
the exception of T. W. Rus=ell, who is
an able lawyer and a wise man, is for
the most part composed of reckless
demagogues. Tim Healey ls a gifted
man of maliclous temper whom Parnell
feared and distrusted as a marplot of
gemiue, Thelr polley in Parllament is
gsimply to indulge in nolsy abuse and
repulsive vituperation at every oppor-
tunity, and not seldom some of them
stoop to personal violence,

The only effect of this kind of behav,
for is to leesen the chances of the pase.
age of Russell's land-purchase bill be-
fore the present Parliament. If this
bill becames n law, the oceupation of
the TIrish llon In the British Parllament
would he gone. He would roar, of
course, a® loudly as before, but with
the extinctlon of a&llen apd absentee
landlords he would be llke a dog haying
the moorn, and all Ireland would know It
and glve him the laugh for his pains

IRRIGATION LAWS IN OREGON.

A short siatement of the facts leading
up to the present irrigation aituation In
Oregon may be of service in getting be-
fore the people a correct understanding
of the subject. Two acte of Congrese
and one Oregon statute bear on the
matter,

What 8 known “as the Carey law
(having been Introduced by Represent-
ative J. M, Carey, of Wyoming) paesed
Congress ln August, 188, and author-
ixed the Secretary of the Interior, with
the approval of the President, to con-
tract and agree to patent to each of the
states having desert lands 1,000,000 acres
of such lands, on conditlon that tho
state provide for the reclamation and
cccupation of the area thus donated. A
modification of this act, known as the
Carter amendment, was paseed In June,
1596, authorizing the state to create a
llen against the reclaimed land for the
actunal cost of reclamation, together
with reasonable Interest thereon.

Beveral of the siates accepted the pro-
visions of the Carey law. Oregon was
the last to act, and it accepted the Na-
tional donation in a stetute paseed o
year ago last Winter. It is to be ob-
gerved that the Carey law authorizes the
donations to be made to the state, and
not to contractora who may construct
irrigation works, nor to the settlers who
may occupy the lands. The matter of
getting the land watered and tilled s
left for each siate to arrangs, but the
arrangement must be satisfactory to the
Secretary of the Interlor or he will not
pass patent to the state. If he disap-
proves, the land simply remalns a part
of the public domain. In Oregon the
duty of making reclamation contractn
was glven the State Land Board, comn-
sisting of the Governor, Secretary of
State and State Treasurer, but such
eontracts do not become operative untll
the plans for improvement are approved
by the Secretary of the Interfor. Two
contracta for the Deschutes Valley and
two for Harney County have been
gigned by the state beard, and are now
awalting the action of the Interlor De-
partment.

After the BState Land Board had
elgned thess contracte, last Spring, Con-
gress enacted another reclamation law

under which all moneys recelved from
the sale of public land in the sixteen
westernmost siates and territories
ehould, with certain small exceptions,
be set aside in a speclal fund “to be
used In the examination and survey for
and the constructlon and malntenance
of Irrigation works for the storage, di-
version and development of waters for
the reclamatlon of arid and semi-arid
lande.” Entrymen upon lands to which
irrigation ls thus made avallable are re-
quired to comply with the homestead
laws, actually to reclaim half the area
applied for, and to pay In money to the
Government the estimated amount of
the Government's outlay In providing re-
clamation facilitles. These payments
may be divided Into annual installments
not exceeding ten In number., This
money goes back into the-reclamation
fund, which is thus made endiessly re-
volving. Abouy $3,000,000 is now In the
fund |{mmediately avaliable for Irriga-
tlon work by the Government under the
new law. Oregon has contributed at
least $911.000 of this money. The ques-
tion that s now up for consideration ls,
How may Oregon receive the benefit
she Is justly entitled to under the new
plan?

Some take the wview that the only
practicable Aeido for Government opera-
tions under the new law have already
been partly appropriated by contractors
under the Carey act, and that to get
those fielde free for Government action
under the new law pressure should be
brought to bear to prevent approval by
the Secretary of the Interfor of con-
tracts passed up in good faith by the

State Land Board. This might rid
the field of Improvements wunder
the Carey law, but It would pre-

elpitate Itigation; for those who have
expended conesiderable sums in surveys
and preliminary operations would gurely
do their best to protect thelr in-
vestments made under epcourage-
ment of the law. And such ltigation
would keep the Government out. The
other extreme view Is that the Gov-
ernment should let projects under
the Carey act scverely alone, not com-
ing In contact with them at any point.
The more moderate anes 4o not see any
oceasion for conflict, however, They
regard as unwin: any disposition to im-
palr contracts or to render lnvestments
in developing enterprieces uneafe, From
the interview with Mr. A, M. Drake,
published yesterday, It Is apparent that
there need not be conflict or friction
between the two methods of land recla-
mation, even though the situation be
not one that anybody would. have de-
liberately planned. An intelllgent con-
slderation of all the factors of the case
will go far toward solving the problem.

The “treating” method between capl-
tal and Jabor has been {requently
tried, sad as frequently found wanting.
This ehould not be confounded with
falr treatment, which Is productive of
the most satisfactory results. An ex-
ample of the fallure of this method |»
cited by a man whose relatlon to his
employes was .almost fatherly. He for
somes tlme provided the giris with a
luncheon, for which he charged 1 cent,
merely “to save the offense of charity,”
although the food furnished cost him 4%
centa, The glrls struck for certaln
privilegen, and later, when they begged
to be taken back, the manufacturer de-
cided to charge 5 cents for lunch and
make a profit therefrom, an arrange-
ment which the girle prefer to the old
one. This accords with the simple
standard that human nature has set up,
which by an unwritten decree malin-
talns that that which costs nothing s
lightly salued by the reeiplent. Break
down this standard and we have pau-
perism, with Ite train of helplecsoness
and impertinence; malntain it, and we
have independence founded upon and
supported by self-respect.

President John Chandler, of the Brit-
ish Labor Assoclatlon, takes too serl-
ously the ldle threat of some Amerlean
labor_faoatic who declared that strik-
Ing coal miners of Pennsylvania would
“eut off the ears of every miner who
returned to work.” This threat was
probably made, but by a wholly Irre-
gponsible person, whose utterances were
not sanctioned by the rullng powers of
the Mineworkers’ Associntion. There i=
not & trades-union In the United Statee
that would eanction this threat, much
less permit It to be executed, though
possibly many unions contain members
who would not be above making It
Justice requires that labor unlons,
whether local or National, be Judged as
a whole, and-not by the ranting, belil-
coge membera who, In conformity to the
general purpose, are taken into them.
Even churchea find It neceszary at times
to make this plea,

President Rocesvelt is right. The re-
ports of department officlals are need-
lesaly and tiresomely and expensalvely
long. They can and should be short-
ened. If this can be accomplizhed th no
other way, It might be well to employ
a department report editor whose boll-
Ing-down habit I= well established, arm
bim with a blue pencil and eet him to
work. Practical persors generally will
egree with the Presldent that there |s
too much public printing for the public
good, and that this useless matter Is
unnecessaMly cumbered with expensive
fllustrations. Give the condensing edl-
tor and his blue pencil a chance, The
country could pay him a princely salary
and then save & vast sum of money by
employing him.

The discovery of the soddem hulk of
the old prison ship Jersey In the ooze
and mire in which it has so long been
submerged off Brooklyn navy-yard is
painfully suggestive of the cruelties and
horror of a long outdated ‘barbariem.
The historical enthuslasts who would
have the blackened hulk raised and pre-
e2rved as o memento of times which
happlly no longer exist should abate
thelr ardor and allow the old craft to
remalo in hiding. Nothing that is of
value to humanity can be gailned by
bringing to the light of day a relic that
will but merve to recall scenes that
would better be forgotten,

The Oregonian desires to commend to
the people of Portland In the heartlest
poesible way Mr, Stoddart’s production
of “The Bonnle Brler Bush." No finer
exemplificatlon of the actor’s art has
been given here [or many a day. The
plece iteelf, based on Rev. John Wat-
son's Immortal story, Is one to enchaln
the istener’s Interest and sympathy
from rise to fall of curtailn. The rep-
resentation of the Scotch people Is aceu-
rate and Instructive, and the moral les-
eone of the story are such that no one
can see this play without recelving im-
pulses toward jJueier thinking and
higher living. 4

Ar long as both sidesein the coal
sirike claim the victory, the country
is safe. If each won out and Is satisfied,
everybody elee is, or should be,

HIGH TARIFF IN GERMANY.

Chieago Post, Rep.

Just when the sentiment for tariff re-
duction In the United States is revealing
itseif more and more unmistakably, Ger-
many is at the height of its own tariff con-
test. The situstion there Is not uninstruc-
tiva to llberal-minded Ambricand.

Last year the government made somo
overtures to the agrarian Interests by of-
fering a scheme of tariff advance, not be-
cauge more revenue was needed, but sim.
ply to gain agrarian support. The com-
mission appolnt to revise the Minle-
terfal bill had a8 clear majority of
sgrarians. The result was a general rals-

Ing of import dutles, and especially on |

foodstuffs. The tax on wheat was ad-
vanced from 3 cents a kilo to §1 79, or
&6 cents a bushel; that on barley from 8
cents a kilo to $2 4, or approximately 70
cents a bushel, and so on through prac-
tically all grains the commission put a
prohibitive tax. Pork, which had been
free, was taxed about # cents a hundred.

The full inlquity of this polley Is real-
ized only when it is explained that the na-
tive =upply of meat I not sufficient for
Germany, and that |[ivestock iz practically
excluded, As a result the heavy burden
of the tax has fallen heavlly upen the
German consumer, who finds that the
price of meat has risen steadily and con-
siderably. /

It Is the necessitles of life that the
agrarian class s taxing for its own nar-
row, short-sighted and selfish advantage,
and no one with a friendly Interest in
the prosperity of the German people will
fall to awalt the lssue of the struggie now
procecding. Immediate prosperity as well
as progress Is involved, and the greed and
bigotry of the feudal class eannot be gratl-
fied without Industrial disaster s the
consequence. It is= hardly concelvable
that Germany will not put herself against
the current of heér own commercial nad-
vance, And while blaming and denouncing
the rapaciovs and sordid German agrarl-
ana, let us not lose sight of our-own mili-
tant and fanatical high-protectionists, the
opponents of revision, reclprocity and an
enlightened trade poliey.

Mr. Mansfleld Explains.

The Chicago Tribune I8 In receipt of the
following letter and the note following the
fetter:

“Edltor of the Tribune—My attention
has been called to the continued refer-
ences 1o Miss Margaret Anglin and the
usual Innuendoes aa to why she acverad
her connection with my company. The
facts are well known to Mr. A. M. Palmer,
Mr. Paul Wilstach and others. Miss Ang-
lin. who played Roxane in "Cyrano de
Bergerne” charmingly, immediately after
her marked success In this role recelved
an offer of twice the sum | had con-
tracted to pay her for her servicea, and
Miss Anglin accepted the offer.

“RICHARD MANSFIELD."

“Note.—] am sorry that the facts are so
simple and uninterasting—nay, almost sor-
did—but ‘tis true. It would have been
more exciting, and no doubt more agree-
able, to have been able to relute how the
poor creaturs was taken by the halr and
dragged. about the stage, or how she was,
after o stormy rehearsal. kidnaped and
conflned In a dark room where the mon-
ster squirted ink st her through the key-
hole punctunlly every 15 minutes, or how
‘she was sandwiched between twn boards
(like the baby In Tolstoi’s rustic tragedy)
whilst the beast sat upon her and read
his prayer-book. And then how she ea-
caped, but ever afler refused to reveal
the mystery of her suflerings for fear of
the vengeance of the bloodthirsty tyrant!

“R. M."

England and America.
Spectator.

We must conciude by o statement of the
causer that we belleve are drawing Eng-
land and America together. We do not
think, as Mr. Adams= geem to think, that
It is chiefly due to Engliech admiration for
“the wealthy, the successful. the master-
ful.” Thoughtful Englishmen do not ad-
mire certain aspects of American life, and
those mspects are pecullarly the outcome
of wealth, success and masterfulness, We
belleve that the approach is due to the
fact that the two nations, by the inter-
change of literature and art, and by the
frequent intéercourse of personniities, are
realizing that by joint effort those ldeals
will be attained and that by contrary ef-
forts they will be wrecked, It ls a suffi-
clent explanation,

Ir proot (& asked for, we think we can
prove our poilnt. Who is the American
best known in England, most respected.
most loved? Unquestianahly Abraham
Lincoln. Take any great popular gather-
ing of Englishmen and speak to them of
Mr. Lineoln, and a response, Intelligent
and sympathetle, (2 certain. But will Mr,
Adams tell us that this typieal American,
who 18 so universally respected In Eng-
land, fepresents ‘‘the wealthy., the suc-
cespful, the masterful”? If so, the people
of England have strangely misread the
1ife and character of Mr. Lincoln.

Repeal the Coal Duoties.
8t. Paul Ploneer Press, Rep,

The country has been given such a
severe lesson in the meaning of a coal
famine that it would without doubt favor
the repeal of all dutles on coal of what-
ever grade. What has happened in the
anthracite fields might happen In the bi-
tuminous flelds, and, In fact, more than
once during this strike the tying up of
the principal bltuminous mines has heen
threatensd, and actually has occurred in
the case of some Southern mines. Should
there be a general tie-up, no one could
measure the extent of the calamity, and
it is only prudent to remove every bar-
rier that would stand In the way of re-
lter from abroad. Neither anthracite nor
bituminous needs any protection in ordi-
nary times, and In case of a shut-off of the
domestic supply the only beneficlary of the
tariff would be the Government Treasury,
The entire tax would come out of the
pockets of consumers already bearing the
grievous burden of famine prices, Fur-
thermore., a coal tariff has no rightful
piace {n our protective system. It cannot,
from the very nature of things, encourage
the opening of a single mine, The cost of
transportation is barrier enough against
forelgn competition,

Power In Grent Minds.
Minneapolis Tribune.

The interesting thing about it s that the
three men who have settlied the strike
have done go without elther legal or prup-
erty right to Interfere, The President was
advised by his Attorney-General that he
had no Constltutlonal power whatever In
the matter, He has simply used, with the
utmost vigor, patience and determination,
hiz personal Influence and the popular
power of his high station, Mr, Morgan is
not an owner of the coal roads and had no
property right to dictate to the rallway
presidents, He has simply used his great
influence In the world of finance, commerce
and Industry with reason and patience and
firmness. Mr. Mitchell had nelther legal
nor property Interest in the matter, He
had won his influence over the miners, as
Morgan had won his over the mineowners,
and as the Presldent has won his over the
public—by earning their confidence. All
three men had a power to save the situa-
tion in & perflous crisls, which neither law
nor property can give. This is a rather re-
markable demonstration of the power of
the American people to work directly for
results demanded by the highest public in-
terest.

——— e
The Tariff on Conl.
Philadelphia Ledger.

This Indefensible tax waes not gmuggled
in, as Becretary Moody thinks, but was
deliberately incorporated in the  tariff
after full debate, as an understood and
con=istent part of the ayntem of class leg-
tsintlon embeodied In our revenue laws.
It eannot be pretended that such a tax,
which has promoted combinations to con-
trol the supply of one of the prime necee.
gariex of life, has afforded protection to
Ameriean labor. It clearly has been no
protection to the public. Whether or not
ftx absence would have averted the pres-
ent difficulty, its retentlon certainly has
been made impossible; and Congress will
be compelled to heed the demand for frec
fuel, at whatever cost to the crumbling
fabric of tarlff favoritism. ]
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The Trasts and Sociallam.
Walla Walla Unlon,

An Eastern writer of some note tells us
that “'the trusts are getting things ready
for sociiitsm,” and endeavors o prove
this mssertion by the following analysis
of commearcial evolution: “The Individun]
work, the partnership, the corporation and
the trust which fs simpiy a partnership
of corporations!’” ‘

It must be borne In mind, however, that
while this state of affairs will naturilly
appen]! to our sense of justice, human
nature ls still imbued with thst desire of
self-aggrandizement which will not sur-
render jtsclf unconditionally to the publie
weal. Altruism I8 a theory, personified, to
be sure, In some, but forelgn to the ma-
jority of great men. Wil such financial
genfuses as J. Plerpont Morgan be will-
ing tp work on a ealary, even If it would
be as high as that of the President of the
United States? There Is no doubt that the
far-sightedness and the business judgment
of such men lle at the rcot of thelr suc-
cessful enterprizes fnd would they not
shun thelr duty or lose enthusiasm In
thirking out big schemes, if they were
salaried manngers, instead of sharers In
thelr own success? Then. too, it 1= to be
remembered thkat the Government so far
has not made n business proposition cven
of the mall system, the fiscal year clos-
Ing with a deficit of over 2,000,000, Social-
{sm may be the next thing on the pro-
gramme, but the rond 18 by no meana
clear.

More Railroads for Oregon.
Eugene Register.

Just now there s con=lGerable stir In
Pacific Coast transportation clrcies over
the statement that the Oregon Short Line
l= to put on a steamer service from Port-
Iand to the Orlent.. Since this [ine ls =sup-
poscd to belong to the Harriman system,
which operates 0. R. & N. steamers on
the Pacific, the move s not fuily un-
derstood among Portland raflread men.
The statement with reference to the
ocean transportation comes from Saitl
Lake, a point of considerable interest to
the West in view of Itz connection with
the proposed Coos Bay road. It hes been
frequently rumored that the Short Line
Ia Interested In the proposed llne to Coos
Bay, but with equal positlvencsn It bas
been stated that at least a half dozen
other different lines have ench been put
down ms the one that is hound for the
bay as Its western terminus, Some day
Oregon will awaken to find =everal imns-
continental lines peeping mcrosas the Cas.
eadea toward the old Paclfic In conjunc-
tion with the morning sun. When more
oeit lines of commerce thread our valleys
and climb onr mountnins Oregon will
bound nhead with gigantle strides ke to
which our present progress is as the child
learning te first faltering footsteps, Mark
our propheey.

A Harbor-Improvement Lesson,
Astorin Astorian,

Whethert or not the zea dredge will
soive Lhe great problem that confronta
the Government enginesrs in the improve-
ment of the bar, the experiment about to
e tried there wiil prove a valuable les-
ron In harbor Improvemsnts of magnltude,
There are two ways to deepen great har-
bor entrances—one hy bullding jetties and
the other by dredging. The jetty has
been tried here, and. while the suspen-
slon of work at the critical time made the
test rather an unsatlefactory one, fairly
good results were obtained, Now the de-
partment will try out the dredging plan,
and when thkis shall have been done, full
knowledge of the mérits of each will be
securad. If the sea dredge will scour out
a-channe! that will remaln, the General
Government will have accomplished a
wonderful step In harbor Improvement; If
the new plan falls. then jetties must be
depended upon to secure the desired depth.
It is Indeed gratifying to note that the de-
partment has urged the utmost haste in
this important matter. There has been
altogether top much delay in the past,
which Adccounts for the unsatisfactory re-
sults obtained.

Irrigontion Needs More Attentlon,
Pendleton East Oregonlan.
Oregon ls put at the foot of the class
among the “arid"’ states in the Irrigation
column. It iz not because Oregon has not
the best arid lande of them all, nor be-
cause she has the poorest irrigation facili-
tles. Shehas all of these. Her landa are
tha best, her rivers are accesglble to many
wide scopes of cournitry, and she has hun-
dreds of reservolr sites In the mountains
for storing wnater. Besides, her facilitiea
for artesian wells in the way of a natural
supply at & short depth give her advan-
tage over many polnts. The trouble
seems to He in the fallure of Oregon peo-
ple or Oregon representatives to push the
matter as they should. There has been
too much attention paid to Government
bufldings and the waste of money on
river Improvements and bullding Jettics
for the good of Eastern Oregon. There has
been too much public Interest taken In
obtalning money through handling rock
and mud in the water Instead of sending
water through the rich loamy lands of
Eastern Oregon that are idle from thirst
and oaly need water to make them pro.

duce the marvel crops of the age,

Time for Just Conditions.
Bandon Recorder.
Competition, which Is synonymous with
contentlon, I8 producing its frult and the
harvest is advanecing apace, There |Is
revolution in Turkey, Morocen, Acre, Ch-
lumbla, Venezueln, Hayti and China:
strikes In Switzerland. France, Spain,
Mexico and many other places, hesides
those of this country. which cap those of
foreign lands In thelr magnitude. Added
to the lll= already enumerated, there arc
many others of a like disquleting nature,
and all speak of unrest and turmoll, Tak-
Ing a candid look at the situation, we nre
led to belleve that if there ever was o
time when the devil rejolced at his handl-
work and looked forward to the fruition of
kis hopes and the culmination of his pow-
er, that time l= now, It Is time that na-
tions and men turn to just conditlons be-

fore the rod of correction descends,

New Oregon Wenther Homark,
Whatcom Revellle.

The Oregonian says we will now “‘hear
a great deal from the dull-witted about
the 13 months In the year In which It
ralns In Oregon.” The Oregonian corprect-
Iy designates them as dull-witted. The
only really capital remark we ever heard
on Oregon weather wus made by a lady
of our acqualntance, who sald: “We have
the ralny season, and then we have Au-
gust.”

Democratic Thunder Gone,
Walla Walla Unlon.

With the coal strike ended, the Army
reduced to its minfmum and Filipines
prospering and happy—pray. what's left
for the Democratic campalgn?

Xot om the Smnll Boy This Time.
Whatcom Reveille,
There Is one gratifying thing about the
Mount Pelee eruptiona. The fire was not
atarted by careless boys with cigarettes,

Song,
Aubray De Vere,

Senk not the tres of siiklest bari
Andl baimisst bud,

To earve her name while yet 'tis dark
Ipon the woml.

The world is full of nohls tasks,
And wreaths hard won:

Each work demands strong hearts,

hands,

TN day s done.

Sing not that vislet-veined skin,
That cheek's pale roves,

The 11y of that form whersin
Her poul renoses:

Forth to the fight, troe man, true knight:
The clash of arms

Shall more srevall than whispered tale
To win her charmn.

Tha warrior for the True, the Right,
Flghta in Love's name:

The love that Jures thes from that fight
Lures thee to shame:

The “love which iifts the heart. yot leaves
The apirit free,

That love. or mone, ls 0t for one
Man-shaped, llke thee

strong

NOTE AND COMMENT.
Nevertheless, urj_Bryun knows fjus
how he'd a done it

The full coal-acuttle also Involves prob-
lems of toll and trouble

Anyhow, Mr. Lord is getting an un-
usual lot of gat-next-to-pure-reading-mat-
ter-top-o’~collum advertising. "

Poasibly the Presiient snd Hon. John
Mitehell may be prevamiled upon to unite
forces in tackling the servant-girl prob-
lem.

President HIIl can be dead sure of full
and apprecintive accounts of his merger
testimony In the Beattle Post-Intelll-
Eencer.

We suppose the President will be justi-
fied In referring 0 late Pennwivania un-
pleasaniness {n his Thanksziving proc-
lamation,

The Taxpayers' League has called an

extra sesslon of the Leplalature, bug
through some oversight, h=s neglected o
name the dote,

Poesibiy the Portiand team would have

come out of It a lttle better if Third
Bareman Harrls had janded in jall earlier
In the season

Tacoma papers proudly declare that one
“Captain Kill, now In this port, says
Tacomn has the finest narbor In tha
werld,” Captain K'dd's famous ancestor

was al=o a mighty folller

In tha eour=e of a talk the other day

Prestdent Ellot ghve Harvard freshmen
thiz advice: “Thore f= one ruie to bear
in minG whether In comp:ny or alona
—ifon't think about yourse'f. Many & fel-
low populpr !n college turps out to be a
min whose onersies are concentrated
wholly en  self-padvancemoent Give up
these thovzshts of self. You no lo r
belong to yoursclf: you belong to a4 s0-

clety and must iive up to its traditions.”

J. ¥ C, Tanibotr and William Tyler
Page are respectively Democratle and
Republican candidates for Congress in
the Sevond Marylind District. One fea-
ture of the contest mnlkes it uniquos

ameng all the 338 Congressional cam-
palgns. Twenty venrsz ago Mr. Page was

a pag® In the Hotise of Representatives

of which Mr. Taibott was a member,
The district Is a close one. Mr. Talbott
s = veternn politiclan, having repre-
sented the district In the 46th, 45th and

53d Congresses.

One of the most Interesting passengers
among those brought to New York by
the Amearican liner St. Paul on her latest
trip from Southampton was Miss Grace

Nallor, 16 years old and a full-blonded
Indinm.  After the battle of Wounded
Knee, which wns fought in South Da-

kota 16 vears ago, o soldler found a baby
girl on the battlefiell and took her to
Captaln Nillor. Mrs. Nallor adopted her,
cdueated her., took her abrowl and now
Miss Grace is a Washington favorite,
Captain and Mrs. Naollor accompanied
thelr adopted doughter from Burope.

The late Lord Churies Rusaell of Klik
owen had a wonderful memary for faces
On one ocecaslon he visited n thewter in
Menchester and between acts went be-
hind the scenes to an old friend,
While they were chatting an actor passed
and Lord Chorles said to his friend: 1
remember that man. He was the orig-
Ina]l Father Tom In the ‘Colleen Bawn.
I saw him In that chsractor tho mizht
the play was produced 20 years ago.”
Though Russell had not seen the actor
In all that time he remembered him at
onee.

roC

Frank J. Gonld's mother-in-law, Mra.
Edward Kelly, Is called *the youngost
looking grandmother in America.” She
does not look a day over 30 and with her
perfect figure, heivy dark hair and pink-
and-white complexion s the envy of all
her female friends. This Is her own ex-
planation: *'1 never worry. I never fret,
I never argue. 1 never talk scandal. 1
névar go without nine hours™ sleep. I take
care of my complexion. My halr ls
brushed for 160 minutes a day. I don't
fiit from tea to reception and from ap-
polntments with dressmakers to tiresoma
dinners with the rush and bustle of &
Wall-street man."”

Sature His Hired Man.
Chicago News.

it wos in the far South,

“How's times?" psked the tourist.

“Pretty tolerable, stranger.” responded
the ol! mun. who was sitting on a atump.
] had some trees to cut down, but the
evelone leveled them and Znved me the
troubly.*

“That was gonl'™

»Yeu; and then the lightning set fire to
the brush plle and saveid me the trouble
of burning t.”

“Remarkable! “But what are you doing
now ™

“Whalting for an earthquake to come
slong and shake the potatoes out of the
ground.™

Something Dolng Every Day.
Petroit Free Pross

On Tuesdays, Thursday and Saturdiys
the forelgn correspondents have the Brit-
tsh minlstry tottering. On  Mondass,
Wednesdays and Fridays the French
ministry s tottering. On Sundavs the
situntion In Austro-Hungury is becoms
fng eritical

A Watchfal Nurse,
The Interne.

Doctor—Aha! Glad tg see you dolng bet-
ter. So you stept well lust night, Jdd you!

Patlent—Who slept?

Doctor—Here's the recond:
glept.™

Patlent—Pshaw! That was the nurse.

“Slept. slept,

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

"Yes, Wilkins hns struck pay dirt i - :
Mining?" ~No, he wrote a problem play.*'—
Cleveland Plain Dealer.

Patlence—1 would yver squeszs my fesl out
of shape Patrice—0h, yes, you would, if you
were in my shoen Vonkers statesmhan,

“E2he snvs she belleves in evilution”™™ *“'On
what grounds ™" . she married a dude,
and he has oopned nto n reil sensills hus-
band.—Philadelphis Bulletin

Jutge—You not  seem to realize  the
enormity of agrinst Yo Prisoner

No, I alr yer's Dl ye1, but
U'm expectin® the charge’ll be encrmous, all
rlarhe. —Philadelphin Tecord

Inducement.—Life  Insurance sgoni—Why,
Juss 3k at that =t ve Insyred 21 o "
the st six months and 1T of them dre ror
ly [l at the present moment!—Chioago Daily
News

“What loxury I ir,"" arked the teacher,
i cveryhedy wanis to bay during the

that have an R In thilr names™*
answersd the Httle Wise bay. from
of the class.— Balilmore American.

Clerk—i'm worry, sir. but I ennnot pell you
marphins. Homely Customer—Why, do T look

like & man who would Wi himseir? Clerk—
I don't know, but If T lopked His you I should
be tempied. —Deirolt Free Press,

‘““There’s no daulnt that cojorsd men aften
make good soldlers.”™ Corse  dey  doen,"
gaawered Mr. Emstus  Pinklor. “You put
a culld man aloag of a pucreslon an’ he's

fle= It 1o finish, no matier whut
" —Washingron Siar

Epe here.”" remarked the guest 1o the new
walter. “there doemn’'t seem to be any soup
o this menn candl®  “Ok, no, =e'" replled
the walter, pervousiy, T didn’t splll It at this

table—it wis the one on the other side of the

. —Aubrey Da Vere.

room." ' —Clocinnatl Commercial Tribune,



