v s -

THE MORNING OREGONIAN, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 1002, -

FOR SCALP BOUNTY

Address of Representative-
Elect Williamson.

UPHOLDS LAW NOW IN FORCE

Answers Chlef Objections and Showa
Up Good Nesults Before
Oregon Sheepmen's
Conventlon.

b
PENDLETON, Or., Bept. 17.—(Bpecial)

~—Following is the full text of an address
dellvered recently by Congressman-
elect Willlamson before the annual ses-
sion of the Oregon Woolgrowers' Asso-
clation:

Mr. Chalrman, and Gentlemen of the
Oregon Woulgrowers' Assoclation: Two
years ago, in addressing & meeting sim-
flar to this at this place. and upon this
subject, 1 used the following lungunge:
“The history of progressive clvillzation
is largely a repetition of wars on bar-
barous tribes of men on the one hand;
on the other, the ellmination and luujl?*
ing out of wild and destructive beasts.

Continuing along this same lne, 1 exid:
*JIt occurs that the Interests of civilis-
ation and the welfare of the wolf do not
g0 hand in bhamd. The Intérests of one
are inimical to the welfare of the other.
In order that the wolf may replenish the
earth, clvilization must recede and visa
- )

At that tims I belleved that doctrine to
be true. I have found nothing since to
cause me to change my opinion, all the
field mouse and rubbit theories to the
contrary aotwithstanding

At that time the State of Oregon Was
reaping the whirlwind in the matter of
expense 88 a resuit of two scalp-bounty
laws—one just enactsd—one pessed two
Years previous.

The first law, which was created at the
Legislative session of 18089, while It
served the desired purpose so far as the
destruction of predatory animals was
conoerned, falled to provide revenue to
defray the expenses. It therefore, feil
to the lot of the session of 1900.1 not only
to enmct practically & new law on this
subject and to provide the money to pay
the expenses, hut to provide means for
paving the scalp certificutes issued under
the old law, amounting, in round num-
bers, to the sum of $1X0,000,

And yet, I will say, for the encourage-
ment of the friends of this mensure, this
was accomplished by the last Legisinture
in the face of exnctly the same opposi-
tion that the lnw now hes, when, at the
coming sessfon. 1t will only require one-
half or even a less agpount of state ald
in order to continue the present bounty.

As stnted, we were confronted two
years ago with a double expense account.
Those of us who were handling the
mansure in the Legisinture at that time
were hard pressed to find a sultable place
to bring in. or rather, to ring In, the
3130000 in such & manner as not to arouse
the opposition sufliclently to break down
the law.

How well we succesded may be illus-
trated, I belleve, by this avdience. Prac-
tically mil present Are IAXPRYENE.
Mowt every one present 15 what 18 termed
& heavy taxpayer, and I doubt mater-
faliy If there are a half-dogen in this
sudlence who can stand up and tell me

how that $12.000 was pajd.

I mention this Incident, not for the
purpose of exploiting anything in. the
nature of smartness on the part of the
Oregon Legisiature—God forbid, but for
the purpose of demonstrating to you what
an inconsidernte sum §130.000 is, when
properly applied. to a great state ke
Oregon, and to serve as proof to you,
further, thuat this state I8 not going to
be bankrupted if it should be required to
contribute somewhere hetween $5,000 and
50000 & year for a few years more for
the purpose of finishing up this under-
taking. b

Objections to the Law.

Objection can be and is ralsed to any
Etate law contalning an expenditure of
public money. Even the expénditure of
0 much money ns k8 necessary for the
care of the unfortunate insane is criti-
clsed by some people. There are many
who doubt the expediency of paying out
#0 much money for the establishment and
maintennnce of siate colleges. I. my-
eelf, might be consldered among this
class. And yet, while there are those
who oppose the principle involved in the
state undertaking to occupy the profes-
slonal or classical eduention fleld, it can-
not be denied that great good I8 belng
accomplished by thess costly institutions
of learning.

In its State University, Orogon will
soon have an Institution ranking with
many similar institutions {n much older
and wealthler states, from which educa-
tion In all the sclentific and classical lines
is  dleseminated free of churge. The
same may be sald of the branch, Instity-
tions of the same nature in different lo-
calities throughout tho state.

Objection is ralsed by many to so much
outlay in the cnre of onr criminals,
many econtending thet our stato peni-
tentiary should, and could, sustain itself,
But it cannot—at least does not, and we
are compelled to tax ourselves from tlme
to time for it support.

The small amount appropriated for the
perpetuation of the sulmon fshing in-
dusiry 1= objected to by mnany, on the
ground that in Its application it Is local
in it nature, when it has been clnarly
domonstroted during the past two years
that by the cxpenditure of n comparative
bagutelle on the part of the state for
enlmon hateheries, the fourth grentest in-
dustry of Oregon can be preserved indefi-
nitely, If not materinlly Increased.

Objections ahd criticlsms of those whose
duty it Is to dispense the public funds
bave always been, and will ever remain
& fertile fleld whersin false prophets ply
their trade and demagogues thrive and
fatten,

The scalp-bounty Jaw—a law put upon
the statute books of Oregon with some
heritation on account of the known cost,
bused upon the experience of other states
=has not escaped. It has come In for its
full measure of criticlsm and objection.

The objections to the scalp-bounty law
miy be enumersted as follows:

First—Tho cost of maintaining it

Second—The difficulty experienced In
keeplng out scalps from other atates not
baving a bounty.

Tiird—That it {s merely a sheep law.

Fourth—Decresse in coyotes and sup-
“posed consequent Increase in rabbits,

These are the objections most frequent-
1¥ hoard, and might be divided Into two
classes, real and fancled The first two
*objections belonging to the first jclass,
the third end fourth objections might
ensily be classed as imaginary or fancled
objections.

I might mention one other, in the case
of & gentleman whom I met over in
Gilliam County during the campalgn last
Bpring. A friend of mine who wished
to give me & proper send-off introduced
me to him as the “gentleman who had
it strictly In for coyotes and all such '
The gentleman replied that I wae the
man he wan looking for. *“I wanted to
explain to you.” sald he, “that you and &
few more llke you have about ruined
my business.” 1 tried to explain to hlm
that T was = candidate for Congress,
and that, In all probability, the acalp-
bounty gquestion would not come up in
that body for. consideration.

He anid: “That doesn’'t make nny aif-
ference to me. It Is up for discussion in
Oregon and you need not expect to get
my vote.” Hes went on to explain that
he had just branched out nicely three or
four :nsr‘l ago in the staghound business,

rather, obstacle in the way of the law.

No onbe denles that it will cost a great
deal of money to rid Eastermn
Oregon in particular, of the coyote, for
he is the chief offender. It has cost
other states large sums of money, and
Oregon i¢ paying the same price. Mon-
tana has pajd out

twice what Oregon has. Wyoming has

pald out FIIS00 under its present law.

Idaho made a beginning at its last Leg-

isintive session but I have failed to learn

m: much money it has expended under
law.

Cost of the Sealp Bounty.

The scaip-bounty law is regarded as
essentinlly an-Easstern Oregon measure,
for the resson that In its immediate bene-
fits it applies chiefly to this section of
the state. We own the bulk of the
coyotes. 1 lay particular stress upon
this vermin, for when he Is removed all
others of his kind will disappear inci-
doentally.

The bounty wnas put upom our statute
books as an measure,
and if 1t s maintained, It will be By the
special effort and request of the people
of Ecstern Oregon.

So far as Its continuance Is concerned,
it con and will be continued If this sec-
tion of the state s a unit imyfavor of it.
If, after a four years’ tﬂuli_v are di-
vided In opinlon among ou o5 as to
Its benefita, It will be discontinued. It
is o case of united we stand, divided we
fall. If, after a summing up of the four
years' expense, we, or any material
portion of us, conclude that it is costing
the state ton much money in proportion
to the benefits derived, the law can and
will be repealed without any serious ob-
jection. "

Epeaking for myeelf, it ts my desire to
£0 upon rocord as one who belleves the
law should be continued—one who be-
lieves, that, taking the money out of the
pockets of certain of our eltizens, and
putting it Into the porkets of certain
other of our citlzens, and in the trans-
action destroying the coyote and saving
a loss of five times the amount of tha
money invalved In the transaction, is a
gnod Investment. I want to go on
record as in favor of continulng the law
for the reason that it Is & direct benefit
to the home-bullder—the man from whom
80 much s expected In the way of ex-
ploiting the great undeveloped resources
of Eastern Oregon. 1 want to go om
record In favor of a continuance of the
lnw, sipce Ita feasibility-has been estab-
lished, and since the great majority of
the expense has been pald. For these,
atd a number of rensons equally as valld,
I do not want to be misunderstood, I am
in favor of the continuance of the law.

When a $ bounty was first ad-
vocated, those opposed to the measure,
using the experience of California for an
exnmpls; argued, among other objectiona,
that such & law would bankrupt the
state

The law has now been In existence for
nearly four years and Oregon has never
in all Its history enjoyed the financial
standing It does at this moment. While
we have pald out during that period
$170,000 or $180,000 of state money for the
maintenance of the bounty law, there is
not a half-dozen taxpayers In this and-
lence who can tell where the money came
from and how It was ralsed. I men-
tion this faot; not for the purpose of ex-
plolting the Ignorance of the Oregon
woolgrowers in such matters, but to {llus-
trate how difficult it s to bankrupt a
great state, and to {llustrate the small-
ness of the amount when compared with
other state expenditures.

Let us take the one Item of the amount
of money appropriated during the past
four years to our state colleges for a
comparigson. The state has pald out dur-
ing that period on nccount of Its siate
schools the sum of $50.28% o sum almost
oqual to three times the amount paid
under the bounty law.

Nor do T want to be considered as crit-
fcising the expenditure of this amount of
money for state colleges on the ground
of extravagance. The State of Oregon
pays out but Uitle over half s much
money for the support of its state eol-
leges as elther the States of ‘Washington,
Montana or California.

In this conneetion I will digress from
the subject In hand to speak & word in
Justification of the average Oregon Leg-
isinture. "We frequently hear un ex-
pression from unthinking people, of the
Immense amount of money squanderod
by our state Legislature. It does cost
money to N B grest state.

And In the gensral #-day mix-up which
constitutes the term of a Legtsinture, It
is a difficult matter to. discover every
single leak of the public funds big or
Httle. By comparison only are we en-
abled to discover whether or not In the
grand total we are overstepping the
bounds of propriety.

I want o cite to you the fact that
notwithstanding wo have a bounty on
predatory animals, and, further, while
there Is“mo such an outlay In the State
of Washington, the entirs amount of
money rtalsed by the State of Oregon
by the last pannual tax levy amounted
to JEG00. This was the total sum re-
quired to be ralsed by the State of Ore-
gon. While over in the State of Wash-
ington thare was levied and eollected for
the same |purpose, not Including funds
for o sea bounty, for they have no
such law over there, the sum of $1.87),-
356, or more than twe and a quarter tmes
as much as the Etate of

I make this dlgression from the sub.
Ject in hand. for two purposes:

First, to speak a wonl, just one word,
in behalf of the Oregon Legisiature.
Second, to (llustrate that Oregon s neith-
¢r being bankrupted, nor is it being ma-
terially injured financiplly, by the pres-
ent bounty law.

By virtue of our present law the state
pays two-thindes of the sxponses lnourred,
while the countles In which the scalps
nre taken pay the other one-third. This
prindiple was taken from a escalp bounty
Inw that has been In force In Minnesota
for mnny years. It was adopted for two
ronsones; first, as a means of guarding
the state from the ascalps from ad-
Joining states having no bounty.

It Dbelng supposed that the County
Clerks under the direction of the County
Courts, having Immediate supervision,
provided esch county was directly Jiabie
for a portion of the expense from the
ecalps within its own borders, would
have this additional incentive to guard
against 'any such undertaking to come
in from adjolning countles or states.

Second, it provided a means of graa-
unlly removing the burden of expensas
from the state st large, and plecing 1t
upon the communities where predatory
anlmals continued to be found.

It being the Intentiom of the framers
of the lnw to amend it the following
sesxlon, so that the state would only
pay half the amount, and later on to
amend the law so that the stats would
only pay one-third and the countles two-
thirds, and =0 on.

And 1 would suggest as a sultadle sub-
Ject for discussion at this meeting,
whether or not the time has come tor
ecither of those amendments,

Scalpa From Bordering States,

The eccond objection is also a rea;
obstacls in the way of the ready mocom.
plishment of the purposes of the scalp
bounty law. In fact, the chlef diMecuicy
encountered by those who had In charge
the framing of the measure both four
and two yoars agoe was to devise some
meana to guard the border countles of
the state.

Different plans were euggested, nbme
of which d so0 fair of swooess as the
one incorporated in the present faw,
wherein the proper amount of evidence
sufficient to prove the identity of Lhe

was left entirely with the County

After a close study of the workings
of our acalp lawa, as well &5 having had
to do with the construction and enact-
ment of both, 1t is my Judgment that
this is the most serfous objection to the
proesent law and the most difficult ob-
stacle to overcome In order that the
State of Oregon may practically free her-
self from the loss sustained from pre-
datory animale,

For, if we are compelled to pay for
the destruction of coyotes from adjolning
states In order that we may have the
privilege of paying for our own—if we
can devise no means of protecting our-
selves from the influx of scalps from
bordering states having no bounty, the
law will and should surely fall,

The real and correct solution of this
feature of the case i» for the surround-
Ing states to joln in the crusade against
these destroctive peste. Moniana and
Wroming haye laws eimilar to ours,
Jdaho began the work at its last Legis-
lative term, giving a $1 80 bounty on coy-
ote scalps, the money to pay for the
same to be ralsed by a special levy of 1
cent per head on all sheep owned In the
#tate.

I have been unable to learn how the
law is working in that state, but I sur-
mi=e it W giving about the same degree
of satisfaction that & similar law gave
in Oregon about four years ago, and
from which their law was copled. Our
law worked very well untl) it came to
mylng for the scalps, and the means
suggested to ralse the revernue came
squarely in conflict with that principle of
our istate constitution which provides
that all taxation shall be just and equal,
and that all clssses of property shall be
exempt from special taxation.

At the last sesslon of the California
Lagislature a measure similar to our
present law was enacted, but was vetoed
by the Governour, on the chimerical ground
that It would bankrupt the state. If such
A measure has ever been tried In a
Washington Legislature, I have not been
able to discover |t

Upon this feature of the question 1
deem It proper agaln to maise an In-
quiry as to the Intents and purposes of
this and similar organizations In adjoln-
ing states. What are we here for? Are
we here solely for the purpose of being
entertalned by the opegehanded hospl-
tality of the good people of Pendleton?
Here to pass a number of regulation reso-
lutlons and go back home hugging our-
selves becauss we are part and parcel of
the great and only Oregon Woolgrowers®
Assoclation? Or are we here for business?
Here to devise ways and means to over-
come ayme of the real obstacles of our
calling? If we are here for work—here
to mccomplish samething, there {5 not a
single question to come before this mest.
ing of such momentous Importance as to
devise some means, to inaugurate some
plan to protect, in this particular, the
prasent law we have here in Orcgon that
is fast ridding the stock interests of this
place from the ravages of the wild beasta

Some of us, din our Leginlafive capa-
cities, bave labored, threatened, com-
bined and swallowed all manner of vile
stuff that comes to a Legisiator by virtue
of what Is known as log-rolling, in otder
to bring about the condition of freedom
we now enjoy from the ravages of these
pests, and I think It I8 not too much to
say, that it is the duty of the stockmen
and farmees of Oregon, Eastern Oregon In
particular, through this and kindred or-
ganizations to see to It that this one
dangerous rock I8 removed or In some
way avolded.

No blind demand through a formal
resolution urging the state to continue
the bounty in spite of this ugly leak is
sufficient. Through discussion, backed
by a determined purpose to act emrnestly
and intelligently on the part of this and
ke organizations, a the only way this
obstacle will soon be overcome, In my
Judgment. At this time T-wiil only drop,
as a suggestion, that money be provided
and a committee be appolinted whose
duty it shall be to eonfer with the lve-
stock amssoclations of Idaho, Washing-
ton and California,

Not to ascertaln what they have dohe,
or, rather what they have not done along
the line of a simllar effort to the one
we are making in Oregon, but to urge it
upon such organizations that it fa of
fmmedlate Importance that the work bDe
taken up by those states at once.

One or two active men selected from
among the stockmen of this state should
be sent and remaln present at the com-
ing sessions of the Legislature in each of
those states, amply supplied with data,
based upon the experience with the law
here in Oregon. sufficient to blast the dog-
mua that any of the great Paclfic States
are going to be bankrupted, or in any
way fnanclally embarrassed, by giving a
sufficient bounty for the destruction of
predaceous animals,

Proof sufficient to repudiate any such &
mistaken doctrine Is to be found In the
exparience of our state durlng the past
four years. Any state that can and does
afford to care for its Insane and criminal
wards, keep up all its Jegitimate outlavs
and pay out s half million dollars every
two yeiars for collegiate education, as does
the Btate of Washington, can amply af-
ford to pay for the destruction of its wild
beasta, when It ean be proven that such
destruction needl only cost the state In the
nelghborhood of §50,000 per annum.

The state boundary provision of our
presont law, It must be admitted, f& not
a complete success. A close study of the
amount of money pald out by the state
to the different counties during the past
two years reveals the fact that there iIs
a marked increase during that period, In
scalps taken in a number of the bordering
ecounties. Bome means must be devised
to amend the present law =6 as to better
protect the Interests of the state In this
particular untll such time as the border-
Ing #wates shall enact simiiar lnws, that
being, as before stated, the only really
effective remedy.

Rabhblts,

Four wears ago, when the question of
scalp bounty was advocated in Eastern
Oregon, we were all of one mind., I had
the honor, or the disgrace, as may be, to
introduce and champlon the scalp meas-
ure in the House of Hepresentatives nt
that seesion of the Legislature And I
know from letters recelved at that time
from all over Eastern Oregon, that the
people of this seftlon of the state, re-
gardless of class or calling, were a unit
and wp in arms In favor of a bounty.

A certain friend of mine wrote me short-
Iy after the bill became a Inw and sald:
“Wih me, It is not & question of whither
or not the law will be a good thing, but
it is a question of how the d—1 you Eot
it through the Legisinture"™

At that time no one ever dreamed of
such a thing as a rear fire from Eastern
Oregon. We were & unit then in favor of
a state bounty, and we got i. Two YOare
ago we stood practically the same, and we
got It again.

But, from what I leamn from occasional
bits of Information gathered here and
there from, the newspapers, we are about
to develop a full-grown case of domestic
infelleity. The rabbit man has put in an
appesrance. and s abroad In the land
preaching a pecullarly strange doctrine,
and, strange to say, is making & number
of convertz in some Jocallties. I notlce,
as a rule, the thicker the rabbits the more
plentiful are his proselytes.

1 am not going to stand here and argue
to this meeting that a coyote would Hve
to & ripe old age In Eastern Oregon and
never, during his whole Hfetime, kill a
singie rabbit. And yet I am convineed
that a coyote would do just such a thing,
provided chicken-coops and sheep camps
were plentiful enough.

A rather too ciose acquaintanceship with
the coyote, extending over a period of
more than a quArter of a centu?y, les
me to believe that not very many times
in his career would be trouble himself to
overtake A Jackmbbit of just ordinary
speed, when he could plek up a good, fat
hen In almost any fence cornor,

I am not denying that a suecceszful com-
bination of three or four good, swift
coyotes could not, under favorable cir-
cumsiances, corner up and oatch a jack-
mabhbit, particulariy if the rabbit was lume
or =lightly off its feed. Such a feat could
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witness to such o performance. And dor-
ing that period I have Hved whers rab-
bits at times were much more pilentiful
than now {n any portion of efther Uma.
tilla or Morrow Countiés, and many years
before such a thing was thought of as a
state bounty on coyots scatlps.

I am ready to admit that a coyote can
and does kill very Foung rabbits, but it
was a fertlle bralin, indeed, that originated
the {dea that, in order effoctually to rid
the country of all the rabbits, it was nec-
eisary to have e¢mough wolves on hand
to kili them ail off. 1In all the different
plans for the promotion of asif-govern-
ment, and of all the ldeas ever advanced
to promote the welfare of organized so-
clety, it has remained for Oregon o
evolve the man who belleves in pdvaneing
the cause of clvilization by the wolf pro-
cens,

Did it ever occur to the man Imbued
with such an Idea that, before the rab-
bts woull disappear by way of the wolf
channel, to the poor unfortunate who hap-
pened to remaln In Eastesn Oregon there
would be no such thing as ham and eggs
for breakfpst. for the simple reason that
there wouldn’t be any hog to produce the
ham, nor any chicken to produce the egg?

Dld i1t ever odcur to him that, long be-
fore the wolves were plentiful enough to
accoymplish the destruction of the rabbits,
they would be plentiful enough to devour
the children while they were on thelr way
to school?

No, I belleav that theory & wrong. If
It s not wrong, history has ceased to re-
peat Itself In this particular here Iln Ore-
gon for the first time. If 1t {8 not. wrong,
and such a conditlon of affars actually
obtains here In Oregon, for heaven's sake
lets never admit it when we are away
from home. L&t us never admit that con-
dltions are such here In Oregon that It is
actually necessary to promote the ewel-
fare of the wolf in order to advance the
fnterests and develop the resources of this
Ereat sinte.

Bome bellever in this welrd and pecullar
doctrine suggested & short time ngo to a
reporter of The Oregonlan that the de-
=siruction of the coyotes had onused the
rabbits to Increare. Now, that ls a mis-
take, for rabbits Increased and decreased
in different sections of Enstern Oregon
many times long befors the present de-
crease of the coyotes.

This same gentleman also advocated the
fdea that nature seemed to strike a happy
medium In all such matters. So It does,
But nature never struck a medium of any
kind, happy or otherwise, In Oregon
through the instrumentailty of a thieving,
howling coyote. Rabbits have come and
gFone in many localities in Eastern Ore-
son during the past 2 years, just as the
Winters were hard or easy. We have had
three or four mild Winters in succession,
consequentiy we have at the present time
an unusuil number of rabbits In 4 num-
ber of localities,

And yet, to my certain knowledge, thers
are certaln other locallles with scarcely
any rabblts, where formerly they were in
multitudes, and that at a tme when
coyotes were plentiful also.

There will be & Winter along some of
these years that will take cnre of the
:ubmts. And I am patiently walting for
L

I want to see the wolf ve. rabbit the-
ory collapse. I want to see the man who
advocates such a theory relegated along
with the man who, a few years since, was
abroad in the land preaching the doctrine
of étraw money as a remedy for the then
prevaillng hard times,

Thi= objection tn the Jaw is Based upon
nothing tangible, and Is not a valld ob-
Jeetion, It %5 to be classed among the
imaginary or fancled objections—a gond
theme to dlsouss when conversation lags
and when other and more important sub.
Jects are disposed of,

Not a Sheep Law Singly.

The woolgrowing industry of Oregon i=
surely benefited by the destruction of the
wolves. But the flockmaster {s not bene-
fited slngly and alone, as many would
have It appear. His benefit is chiefty an
incident to the law. As & rule he Is not
the direct beneficiary,

For the reason that coyotes, under for-
mer conditions, were very destructive to
the sheep Industry, and for the further
reason that the different woolgrowers' or-
ganizations in Oregon put forth the only
organized erusade against the coyote, it Is
taken for granted by a great many people
that those who own sheep in Oregon get
all the benefit from the scal bounty law,
In faet, a great many people In Oregon,
particularly in Western Oregon, belleve
that the flockmasters of Eastern Oregon
get all, or nearly so, of the state money
appropriated for this purpose, No Im-
pression could be more widely at varlance
with the facta Btatisticlans inform us
that America lends the world In the pro-
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duction of [ron and steel
and manufsctured state,
the nations of the world In
of our manufactured goods,
are the great wheat-producing Natlon of
the world. And yet, notwithstanding the
Elgantic output of each of our leading In-
dustries each year, when It comes to total
smount of production, the American hen
lays them all in the shade. And I would
call attention to the fact that regularly
each vear the farmers and ranchmen of
Oregon are lectured and bersted by the
press of the state for, their downright
shiftlessnéss In not producing sufficient
eggs, poultry, lard and bacon to supply
the needs of their own state. And at the
same time, 3 number of these same critics
ply thelr vocation at a law that Is fast
ridding the state of the real reason why
we have not In the past produced these
commodities, and a law that is fast mak-
ing It posalble so to do.

Tue destruction of sheep from the rav-
ages of the coyote has been gréat under
former conditions. At least a 6 per cent
loss was sustained each year by the flock-
masters of Eastern Oregon from this
source. And yet, while the aggregate loxs
to the flockmasters from this source for-
merly reached a large sum of money each
year, It is my opinion that the loss sus-
talned from poultry alone would casily
double the amount of losa sustained by
the sheepmen.

I believe that I am safe in asserting
that the flockmasters of Eastern Oregon
are by no means the greatest beneflclarles
of the law, He i far from being the man
who §s the direct reciplent of the appro-d
priation. In fact, my observation has
taught me to belleve that those who own
and operate the flocka of Eastern Oregon
recelve a less amount of money patd out
by the state for bountles than any other
clnes of citizeng.

The greatest direct beneflelary—the one

who gets nine-tenths of the money—Iis the |
Iezborer and the home-bullder, the man |
about whose welfare our politiclans con- |
tinue to shout themselves hoarse, and in |

wose intercsts our blatant demagogues
wax eloguent and fat,

The man who has taken to himself 160
acres of public domain under the home-
Etendl law, and out of that which hereto-
fore produced practically nothing, s pre-
paring a home for himself, wife and chil-

dren, s the man who is recelving a very |

iargs postion of the direct benedit | gither on the theory of importation or

the scalp-bounty law. Out of that small
beginning he has to Hve and support those
who are near to him, ona of his principal
resources being a well-kept chicken-coop,
around which is centered the welfare of
one of the chief staples of hiz table, as
weil as a profit to spars sufficlent to ex-
change for his coffee, his sugar, and an
occarlonal frock for his wife, and, albelt,
an occasional plug of “Saw Log™ for his
own immediate use. This Is the class of

men who have received much the greater |

part of the moneys so far expended, and
that will be expended In the future, If
such there be, by the state for the de-
#mruction of predatory onimals. His is a
dunl purpose. He killa~them first, for
self-protection; second, because there s
A profit In the scalps sufficlent to help
him aslong while he is getting a foothola
in the world, Aeccording to my under-
sianding, such an expenditure of pubdlic
money I8 not an extravagance. So far as
the owners of the sheep are concerned, In
all this assemblage of woolgrowers, if the
money we have recelved from scalps taken
by ourselves during the past four years
was all put together, 1 doubt materially it
It would be an amount sufficlent to buy a
single one of us a good sult of ducking
clothea, I repeat, there has never been a
mors mistaken {mpression scattered
broadcast.among the people,

It oocurs to me that at a time when our
great  transcontinental rallways, our
Boarde of Trade, our press, and, 1 might
say, our pulpit, are joining hagds in one
mighty effort to persuade the entire East
to migraté to the West, that it Is not out
of place for us to render such asslstance
to Nnture as we may, in order to make It
possible that the newcomer may at least
have eggs for brenkfast when he arrives
here,

The ecalp-bounty law Is costing the
State of Ovegon a great deal of money,

A Word
on the Musical
Question

If you are wise it will be sufficient to
convinee yvou of the superiority of our fa-
mous line of Chickering, Kimball, Weber,
Tecker, Voze, Hobart M. Cable, Crown and
Miltor plancs, Kimball, Burdett and Pa-
cific Queen organs. In this limited space
we cannot enumerate thelr mlmy‘pnints
of merit, but If you will call at our store,
as many do every day, we will take pleas-
tre In showing you why they surpass
other makes at their reapective prices. We
s¢ell new planos as low ns 38 per month.
We have several cholce bargains in slight-
1% used planos and grgans,

Eilers Piano House
351 Washington Street

Other stores at Ban Francisco, Bacra-
mento and Bpokane.

If It Is not an absolute necessity it Is &
great wrong, and should be repealed. Four
years ago, hacked by a unanimous public
sentiment In Eastern Oregon, some of us
began the work In the Oregon Legislature
by Inalating upon the enactment of that
sentiment into law. We succeeded. Were
we right, or should we have faiied?

If the law fal's now, just at a time when
it nas practically overcome the object for
which it was created, our success was a
tajflure, For It will only take an equal
number of vears without the law until the
plague will again be upon us with all Its
earnage and howling variations,

That the prigent rata of expense will
comtinue under the law for even the com-
Ing two yenrs can oniy be asccounted for

manufacture, or -both., The scalps are not
here. Thelr owners are dead, or princl-
pally so,

As we have the coyote practically off
the enrth, shall we keep him off, or, by
letting down the bars, eoxtend to him
greeting and the hospitality he onca en-
joyed and fully approciated.

His case is up to the people pf Eastern
Oregon, headed by this body of men, for
final disposition. How will you hawve It
gentlemen?

An Englishman's Mistake.

New York Times.

The private secrotary of a well-known
publisher in the Eaat 1s & young woman
of refilnement, both of conduct and of lan-
guage. Brought up in New England, and
educaited at a college famous for its at-
tention to the nicetlies and elegancles of
exlstence, she was as far removed as pos-
gible from the slang-using, bang-wearing,
gum-chewing stenographer of the comle
papers. Next door to the publisher's es-
tablishment a young Englishman, striv-
Ing with moderate success to establish
himself here ns 2 landscape architect, had
opensd an office. In due course of time
ha becameo acquainted with the publisher,
who, in turn, introduced him to the pri-
vale secretary. One day, when the pri-
vate secretary was sitting serene and dig-
nified at her desk, there entered precip-
{tately the Englishman.

“How do you do!” ahe mald, sweetly,

“1 beg your pardon,” sald the English-
man, “but could you spare me just a lit-
tie of your gum?"*

“Gum!" she exclalmed In horror. “Bure-
Iy you don't think I—"

"Really, I beg your pardon.” ejaculated
the Englishman a second time, in sull
more confusion. “How stupld of me! I
romember now, you s=say mucilage in
America.”

some private disease.

name.
ing you.
he takes.

that other doctors can’t cure.

SAD

can se€e him.

ing so he can arrange for you.

MANY
YEARS
ALONE

For 15 years old Dr. Kessler was the only specialist in
this city for diseases of men, and hundreds of men are healthy
today who were cured by him of Prostatic Inflammation or
He could point to thousands he has
cured, but he has always made it a rule to never use a patient’s
He wouldn’t tell your own father that he was doctor-
His word is good and he guarantees to cure any case
He cured a case of private disease last month that
had been treated by five doctors.

SUFFERING
WOMEN .

The Ladies’ Department is luxurious, and there is no need
of you suffering any longer from your complicated diseases.
Dr. Kessler will see you himself if you call for him. Heisa very
busy man, but any lady who desires to consult him in person
Quite a number are sent by country doctors.
All such are provided with a comfortable, homelike place while
they are being treated. Always write a few days before com-

Inclose ten 2c stamps and address

J. Henri Kessler, M. D.

COR. SECOND AND YAMHILL STS.
Portland, Oregon

He wants just such cases

wALL WRIGHT-FOR MORE THAN MALF A CENTURY™

VIM, VIGOR, VITALITY FOR MEN

Poutively cures

.
foiimwarn
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e, lo cure o mouey with sz bozes

Feor aale by §. G. SKIDMORE & C0., Portland, Or.
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Power,

THE PALATIAL

|
OREGONIAN  BUILDING:

T
PO L

Not a dark office In the building)
absolutely fireproof; eleciric lghts
and arteslan water; perfect sanita-
tion and thorongh ventilation. Ele-
vators run day and sight.
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edicine of
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stored to bealithh and atrength. Tita
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