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subscriptions or to any business matter
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Tridune building, Chicago; the 5. C. Beckwith
Bpecial Agency, Eastern representstive,

For ssie in Sen Francisce by L. E. Lee, Pal-
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Sutter street; F. W, Pitts, 1005 Market street]
4. K. Cooper Co., 740 Market street, hear the
Palace Hotel; Foster & Orear. FerTy news
sand: FPrank Beott, Ellls street. and N.
Wheatiey, EI5 Mission street.

For sale In Loe Ange'es by B, F. Gardoer,
2 Eomik Spring street, and Gliver & Halnes,
00 Scuth Epring sireet.

For sale in Kansas City, Mo.. by Ricksecker
Clgar Co., Ninth and TWalaut streets.

For sale in Chicago by the P. 0. News Co,
$1T Dearborn street, and Charles MacDonald
0 Washington stoest

¥For sale Iz Omahs by Barkalow Bros., 1012
Farnam street; Megeath Stationery Co. 1008
Fammam street

For ssle in Salt Lake by the Salt Lake Newd
Co., 77 Wemt Second Bouth street.

For sale In Minneapolls by R G, Hearsey &
Co.. 24 Third etreet South.

For sale in Washington. D, C.. by the Ebbsit
House perws stand

For asle in Denver, Colo., by Hamilton &
Hendrick, 908-U12 Beventeenth street. Louthan
& Jackson Book & Sationery Co.. Fifteenth
and Lawrence stresis; A. Serles, Hizteenth and
Curtis streein

TODAT'S WEATHER-—Showers, with brisk
southwesterly winfds, decreasing by afternoon.

YESTERDAYT'S WEATHER -Maximum tem-
perniure, & mizmimum temperature, 4. pre
cipitation, 0.01 inch,

PORTLAND, SATURDAY, SEPT. 27.

AX UNBECOMING APPEAL.

The appeal of the Boers for financlal
gld appears, under all the cireum-
stances, out of taste and out of keeping
with the record they have just made In
warfare. Unquestionably the Boers have
suftered greatly from the war; thelr

homes are in rulos, their livestock dis- |
mpated, their wagons and implements |

of farming destroyed. But they have
thelr land rnd they have the great sum
awarded them in the settlement with
the British. The people are today far
better off In every material respect
than were thelr fatbers when they
“trekked” into the Vazl wilderness
Under these conditions It would better
become the people to rest upon thelr
owWn resources, to seek to make the best
of the situstion as they find it, than to
pass the bat about the world.

We question if money given to the
Boors at this time will do them suy real
good. There i» commonly not much ad-
vantage from that which comes without
effort and through motives of charity;
and the danger {s that any great gift to
the Boer peopie at this time will dam-
age their self-respect and the manly
spirit of self-rellance upon which their
future welfars as a people must de-
pend. There is in the terme of the ap-
peal made to the United States an un-
pleasant note of decadent cheracter;: for
1t 1= not becoming that complaint should
be made of the want of liberality of the
English people. The Boers have, un-
gquestionably, a hard period before them,
for they must painfully rebulld and re-
slore the terrible Josses of the war.
But the task i» neither unprecedented
nor hopeless,

The conditlons of the Transvaal are
no worse than were those of our own
South after the Clvil War; Indeed, they
are vasily beller, since the problems
before them are merely material, and
being wholly free from social compll-
catlons. But there was no appeal to
the charity of the world In behalf of
the people of the South; there was no
dependence upow anything but the wiil
and spirit of the people In comhination
with the resources of thelr rich but dev-
asiated country. The Bouth came out
of its distress quickly and completely
because jt took ita burdens squarely
upon ita own shoulders and went man-
fully to work. The Boers would do
well to call In thelr commitiees of ap-
peal and Imitate the example of our
own Southerners. They may, Ipdeed,
galin something in the way of material
help from the hat-passing process, but
they will lose more than they will gain
—nothing less In truth, than the unl-
vermal respect which thelr wvalor In
arme has insplred. It i significant that
British papers of discernment acquit
the Boer Generals of any complicity in
this unbecoming appesi, which evident-
Iy proceeds from those who have par-
ticipated in the struggie only from the
mfe retirement of European capitals.

ADULT ILLITERACY,

While from the census tables lately
printed the percentage of iiliteracy in
the United States seems to be pbnor-
mally high, it ls gratifying to noie that
it is steadily and In some states rapldly,
decreasing among the young. As re-
ceatly noted, 99.58 per cent of the chil-
dren In our own state between the ages
of 10 and 14 years can read and write,
This promises a decreame In Illiterates
of voting age among us a few years
hence that is truly gratifying,

Taken as a whole, there are now
5,855,644 men of vollng age in the citles
of the United Btates, of whom 339,223,
or & per cemt, are unable to write and
most of whom cannot read. In the
country disiricts there are 15,248,655 men
old enough to vote, of whom 1949274,
or 13 per cent, are illitérate. The sta-
tistics, however, demonstrate that the
immigrants to thie country, together
with the negroes in the South, consti-
tute the bulk of adult {lliterates, leaving
the native-born white population with
& decided advance in education to its
cradit,

But even with this explanution the
sbowing is one to awaken serious reflec-
tion among thoughtful cltizsens A
large proportion of the {lllterates enu-
merated in the census possess the privi-
lege of suffrage, and through its exer-
clse wield an influence in public affairs
Whea this phase of the subject Is con-
sidered, the tables showing adult (1t
eracy, that seems (o be increasing
among the forelgn population by reason
of increase in immigration, become truly
formidable. Looking at them [n the
wview of & wise public poliey, it I# mani-
fest that our naturalization laws should
be revised and the qualifications for
fuffrage be more strictly prescribed and
siiforced. The easy, slipshod methods
of today, whereby voters are created
from men foreign to cur own langusage
and the spirit of our instliutions, sults

cians, but there can be Hitle doubt but
they are laying up wrath sgainst & day

of wrath for the gm

TIMELY PROTESTS.

Protests from taxpayers of this clty
in regard to street improvements which
they are called upon to pay, while per-
haps nog stronger or more NUMETOUS
this Fall than is usual at the close of
a busy season In strest work, have
lately taken shape that willl compel
the nitention of the city officials and
the investigation of the Board of Public
Workn Instead of utterly impotent
complaints made after the payment of
the sum assessed upon thelr property,
protest has o & number of Instances,
been entered prior to payment, accom-
panied by a declaration of purpose to
reslet payment until contractors are
made to comply with the terme of the
ordinance providing for the Improve-
ment and of the contract entered lato
for carr¥ing out its carefully specified
terms. .

That street improvement in this ity
han long signified a go-as-you-please
underiaking between contrsctors and
the clity, for which abutting property
was compelled to pay by pro rats as-
scesment, I8 a fact too well known to
challenge or require proof. It is writ-
ten in thoroughferes as full of “chuck-
holes” as a eountry road In any ouot-of-
the-way dlstrict of the state, and it ex-
tends literally from one end of the eity
to the other, taking in moot of the jat-
eral streets. Al that the taxpayers
usually kaow about the matter ls that
certnin contractors “get the job™ and
perform the work practically without
inspection, taking thelr own time to
complete it; that it is formally “ac-
cepted” by the city, often in a grosaly
incompleie state, whercupon notice is
gerved upon them to pay the amount
levied for the alleged “Improvement”
under certaln penalilee made and pro-
vided for delinquemncy.

As sald in the beginning, & change in
this programma has been Inaugurated
recently, which, It may be hoped, will
work a benefit to property-owners and
to the publie, The letter of Mr. L. L
Goldsmith to the Board of Public
Works, published in chnnection with the
procesdings of that body a few dayn
ago, t8 In point. First gquoting the ordl-
nance for the Improvement of macadam
streete, Mr. Goldsmith boldly states that
the work now In progress on Quimby
strest is not being done according to
contract. After giving detalls in sup-
port of this statement, he declares that
be will absolutely refose to pay for the
improvement of this sireet. for most of
which he is assessed, "until It & put
down according to the ordinance.”

This lo to the purposs. It commends
Iteelf not only to justice, but to com-
mon sense. FPayment of the Improve-
ment on East Burnelde etreet Is refused
by a number of the property-oWners on
that strest for this among other rea-
ponn. Payment should have besm re-
fused on East Tenth sireet two years
zgo on similar grounda The screen-
inge for top dressing upon this streel
were-more than “balf dirt” (one of the
copnte entered by Mr. Goldemith in his
indictment against the work mow In
progresa on Quimby street) the mud
belng from five to six Inches deep In
the middle of that wstreet on certain
biocks within two monthe following the
“scceptance’” of the street by the City
Buperintendent., The firet rain has cov-
ered portions of East Burnside street
with mud, showing the same propor-
tion of dirt in the “top rock or screen-
ing course,” as prescribed by ordi-
nance, that was applied to this sireet
but a few weeks ago.

This and similar work i= not done In
a comer, but openly and in the boldest
manner, Truly a Street Supervisor
that supervises Is needed, in order
that property-owners may not be used
merely ac catspaws to rake street con-
tractors’ chestnuts out of the fire and
that the Clty of Portland may have
creditable thoroughfares In return for
the money pald out without stint by
fis citizens.

There I= but one way to get service
of this kind. That way Mr. Goldsmlith
has marked cut, declaring his inten-
tion to take it. As long as property-
holders submit to the process they will
be ground between the upper and
nether milistones, as represented by
contractors on the one hand, naturally
anxious to make the most out of “johs"”
by coverihg up boulders In the lower
course of the so-called macadam Im-
provement with gocks somewhat
emaller In the =econd churme, and top-
dressing the whole with “screened rock
that 1s half dirt,” and by careless, In-
attentive, incompetent or dishonest clty
officials on the other, who, If they do
nothing worse, let euch work pass with
thelr approvel. These prolesis are at
least timely, There s reason to hope
that they may prove of benefit to the
publie that demands good etreets for the
transaction of {ta business, and to prop-
erty-ownere, who pay sireet Improve-
ments heavy snough in all conscience
to secure them.

A QUESTION OF CAUSES,

Vital statistics, elaborately compiled
and published, show that the avernge
of iife In Parie is but 31 years, while
in the rural and village communities
of France the aversge I8 38 years. The
average in the Unlted States, urban and
rural, = somewhat above that of
France, The gquestion of the causes
contributing to this difference in the
average life of urban and rural com-
munitles f» one that has lately been
earnest]ly discussed. The comeensus of
opinion 8 that crowding with lis un-
sanitary conditions is the frst great
caues of the relatively short term of life

in the cltlen. Following this, in the es-.

timation of many, 1s nolse, with the un-
rest and the nerve shock and strain
which 1t Induces. Deaths from acel-
dant, It is asumed, account for some
of the difference between city and coun-
try averages, but doctors have iately

been jooking for other causis, as these |

do not rationally account for the great

discrepancy. Many think that the chief |

cause is in the poleonous gases that per-
vade the air of crowded cities Imper-
ceptibly, perhaps, but comstantly. In
the medical journals the chief place, as
2 menace to health and longevity in
cities, is given to leakage of Hluminat-
ing gas The llght companies admit
large Josses from thelr malns, which, of
eourse, they are anxlous to check but
seem to be powetless to do s0, Since
the iIntroduction of so-called “water
gag,” the journals say such leskage Is
particularly detrimental to health, as
the percentage of carbon monoxide Is
bigh. It la well known that a very
small quaniity of gas in & room exer-
cises a very depressing effect upon per-
scns iohallng It. There I a theory,
very well sustained in probability, thet
asphalt ‘and other impervious pavements
compel leakage from gas malas to find
vent through cellar walls and into sew-
ers, while Imperfect plumbing permits

| Well the purpose of self-seeking politi- | its further escape into houses, Bo well |

estabilshed i= ihis theory that physi- |

cians attrlbute the symptoms of de-
ranged nerves weakened digestive pow-
ers, disorderad circulation, ete, lafgely
io the presence of carbon monoxide In
dwellings and offices,

This statemeont of the case I8 support-
ed hy pretiy good evidence, but the rem-
edy is mot at hand. No doubt some-
thing maAy be done, ag doubliess also
much has been done I the more pro-
greswive cities, by greater care in lay-
Ing gas malng and ineisting that these
shall be of better quality than formeriy.
Sanftary plumbing is another force to
which sanitarians - look for rellef.
Though wise and conclusive In theory,
every one who has ordered the con-
struetion of a bullding of modern de-
sign and equipment knows how dif-
cult It s, even with the help of &n
fronclad city ordinance, o =secure
plumbing that may justly come under
the head of sclientific or sanitary.

1t ls gratifying, however, o note that
with ail of the dangers that now menace
humae life, man's average length of
years has risen quite perceptibly In the
past half cenitury. That which the har-
pessing of steam and eclectricity to the
wants and purposes of mankind has
done to promote death by accldent, the
study of sanltary laws and the enforce-
ment of sanitary regulations have more
than eounterbalanced, It is the greal
difference between urban and rural
conditions as shown by vilal statistics
that have set solentists to Investigating
caures that thereby the average of hu-
man life in cliles may be raleed. When
an effect is so pronounced, the cause
cannot be deeply hidden.

A LUCKY VISIONARY.

The late W. S, Stratton, of Cripple
Creek, was noted for nothing in life
save hls scceqtriclty and his lucky find
of a very rich mine, His will was as
eccoentric as his [ife; he left hie =on but
$30.000 on condition that he should not
try and break the wiil, which devotes
all of Stratton’s fourtcen millions of
dollare, save another small beéguest fo
a nephew and niece, to the foundation
of & hospital. The will le eccentric, be-
cause if the son was fit to be trusted
with $60,000 he was fit to be his fathers
heir 10 a larger extent, and the bribe
of 350,000 offered him to persuade him
not to break the will is as mean In
thought as a husband making hils wife
hin heir on condition that she does not
marry again. If the widow is a worthy
waman, she deserves to be the hus-
band’s heir, and If her husband loved
her well emough to trust her with his
money he ought to trust her to seek
her own happioess and oot try to force
her to remain single by leaving her his
money on conditions that might some
day force her to make a great sacrifice
and hold his memory In contempt.

Btratton’s youth In Jeffersonville,
Ind., i» reported to have bheen s un-
amiable that he left & bad name behind
bim when he came West in 1872 He
was a good carpenter and found plenty
of work at Colorado Springs; whers he
canght the “gold fever” and worked at
his trade nineteen years before he
“struck It rich” and became Milllonaire
Stratton. He was known for years as
“Crazy"” Stratton. For ten years Strat-
ton dropped every dollar he could earn
into the bottomless pit gf various min-
ing ventures. His wife waited patiently
pn his purmait of gold for séveral years,
but finally grew dlsgusied with his fre-
quent abeences and her own privations
and served notice on him that the next
time he went away, leaving her to her
own respurces, and returned ragged and
impeconlous, she would leave him. She
kept her word and obtalned a divorce.
The wife thought the carpenter's trade
good enough, and was not greatly anx-
ious to be a rich woman, but she want-
¢d her husband's mocleiy and compan-
lonship & reasonable part of the time,
and she was right In leaving hjm,

There was a case in New England
whers man and wife eeparated becnure
the husband cared more about the pur-
suit of field botany than he did about
his wife, and she resented his long ab-
senees and oblained a divorce and dl-
vision of the property. When Siratton's
earning® were expended he sought part-
nership with a man who would grub-
stakes him. He Jed this kind of life
from 1872 to 1881, when he found the
Independence mine. By 189 he wae
worth $60,000, and in 1898 he had sold
& controlling Interest In the mine for
$10,000.000 to an English company. He
has survived his rise from poverty 1o
wealth about elght ysara One use he
made of It was t0 buy a hotel In order
to discharge an employe who had of-
fended him, the mark of a very mean,
narrow-minded man, and his diversion
of his money from his son to charitable
purposes Is a ‘mark of mental narrow-
ness or premature senile decay. Of
course, the wealth that this eccentric
creature stumbled onto after nineteen
years quest Impiles no more capacily
than If an llliterate, stupld man should
buy a lottery ticket and draw the first
prize. The mine he digcovered and the
wealth obtalned from It Impirt no more
intellectual glory to Stratton than the
discovery of the sllver mines of Potosi,
In Peru, did to the Indian hunter who
first accldentally unearthed them.

If life means anything in this world
beyond superfluous wealth, Siratton's
career wes & miserable faflure. He lost
the companilonship of an excellent wife
and his own life has been wvery shoart
since he found his mine. Doubtless the
life he led finding It cost him his health.
His life made him so eccentric In man-
ners and tastes that he would not wear
an evening coat and joln a dinn r party.
Bomebody would bave found his mine
sooner or later—ihe world would not
have lost It, but in hls ninétesn years
of goldhunting which preceded his rich
“find" Etratton lost about all thet really
makes life worth living to a sane man,
If he had been &2 man of the quality of
Mackay, hl= gold mine would have been
a stepping-etone te & mew and larger
life, but he was evidently merely a
fucky vislonary, and his mental nar-
rowness {8 shown in his stupid will,
which Is llkely to be broken by com-
promise between the contestants if not
by the courta To throw away an ex-
cellent trade, the soclety of a good wife,
for the chance find of a gold mine does
not Imply a very geninl dlsposition.
When the prige s won the visionary
finds the wife gone,

Stratton's will Indicates that he elther
did wot trust or love his son or that he
preferred the name and fame of a phil-
anthropist of the quallty of Etephen
Girard to endewing his son and his
kinsmen with the major portion of his
wealth. Altogether there does not smem
to be anything in the life or death of
Btratton that need excite any admira.
tion or envy. His gold did not make
him healthy, genial, witty or wise; he
alienated his wife and he apparently
became estranged from his son.

b —t—

If the janitor of a public school bufid-
ing is not permitted, In the discharge

pressed by the School Board

district in a petition to Gowernor Geer
asking him to remit the flne Imposed
upon the janitor of the Park School for
forcibly putting a boy off the grounds.
It should be granted. Any action the
tendency of which is to encourage reck-
legn, resentful, ungoveraed boys In the
fdea that they can do as they please
regardleso of duly constituted author-
ity, is wise. The misdemeanors and
crimes that have been ocommitted
by boys In this city during the past
year have Leen frequent enough and
Erave enough to bespeak Indorsement
of any legitimate effort to restrain and
properly punish them.

Prudence Is a good thing at all times,
and especlally when It takes an Inven-
tory of resources for entertalnment be-
fore inviting a large nwumber of guests
to partake of the hospitality of home or
clty. While for reasons of patriotism
and good comradeship It would be 2
very fine thing to receive and entertain
the Grand Army of the Republic In an-
nual encampment, It Is certalnly wise to
consider, before urging a large body of
veterans to come here, whether or not
we can properly provide for their com-
fort. To feed and lodge 100,000 people,
or half that number, for one week, and
provide hall room for the meetjngs of
the several organizatione that come un-
dér the head of the Grand Army en-
campment, Is & task that should not be
undertaken unadvisedly. It is notl only
that the expense will be large, but that
our reputation for hospitallty and for
faciiities to entertaln and asccommodate
our guassis would suffer from our sheer
Inability to ‘provide for them. The
members of the Grand Army are old
men, who have had thelr share in
roughing it. In order that they may
enjoy the annual reunlon of the organ-
lzation It & necessary to provide them
with comfortable quarters, good food
and adequate means of gettng about.
Portiand can no doubt do all of this the
vear following the Lewis and Clark
falr, but prudent men who understand
the situation think it would not be wise
to attempt Jt earller. We will have
lenrned a lesson in handling crowde by
1906. We will also have expanded our
means for taking care of them. No
doubt our citizens generally will ap-
prove the view of Presldent F, E.
HBeach, of the Portland Board of Trade,
in this matter, for the reasons stated.

The general farmers’ balance sheet of
the United States for thé year 19502 Is
an account of blg figures According
to Bradstreet, the corn crop of the
country s 2,800,000,000 bushels as com-
pared with 1.500,000,000 bushels last year
and an average of 2,000,000,000. The
largest crop previous to that of the
priesent yvear was In 1896, when the rec-
ord was 2.284,000,000 bushels. The whent
crop of the couatry s estimated by ex-
perta at 700,000,000 bushels a8 against
760,000,000 bushels last year, 522,000,000
for 1000, and 547,000,000 for 1889. Only
thres times In the history of the country
has the record equaled that of the pres-
ent year. The cotton output for the
season, after reckoning some backssta,
Is expected to be 12,000,000 bales, as
agalnst an average of 10,500,000 bales
during the past four yeara, Other gen-
ergl crops are in line with this record.
The oat crop, according to the flgures
of Mr. Willlam R. Draper, the well-
known expert, is the largest we have
ever had, and may amount to from B50,-
000,000 to 900,000,000 bushels, and we
shall, doubtlese, within two or three
years, be producing an average of
1,000,000,000 bushels of ovats per year.
The barley crop is estimated at about
120,000,000 bushels, as against an aver-
age for pome years past of perhaps 70,-
00,000,

The many conventions and less for-
mal meetings of orchardists, stockmen
and other producers this Fall bear wit-
ness to the ambition for varied produc-
tion and to the disposition to “mix
brains with labac™ which hae seized the
country. These meetlng® are among
the newer manifestations jn the indus-
trial Hfe of the country. There was
nothing of the kind in the earller days
of our agriculture, nothing In fact until
within the past few years since farm-
ing took on new purpose and new skill.
It Is & most cammendable practice, for
It mot merely anids the special forms of
production whose interests are speclally
discussed, but It widens the general
horizon of the producing classes and
contributes to the general social ad-
vancement.

Nothing attests more truly and pleas-
antly the prosperity and the good-will
incident thereto of an agricultural eec-
tlon than the local fair or festival at the
close of an abundant harvest season.
The McMinnville falr, of this week, with
fts display of handiwork and agricul-
tural products, and the social features
that distinguished It as a festival, wae
one of the most successful of its class.
The attendance was large, and nelgh-
borly good-will was manifested on
every hand. Such an occasion fitly
closea the Summer's work and as fitly
inapgurates the eepson of galetly that
meakes Winter the festal time' of the
yvear,

An Institution well based allke in po-
litical ecomomy and humanity Is the
state school for the blind at Salem.
The enrollment this year shows no in-
crease over that of last—a fact that s
gratifying If it shows also that there is
really no increase from year to yvear in
the number of unfortunates of this class
in the state. It may be hoped that
thin is true, and that there ls no blind
child or uneducated blind person In the
state who I8 allowad to neglect the op-
portunity thus offersd to fit himself or
herself for s&n Independent If restricted
life of Industry,

Washingion County, having had or-
ganized existence between forty and
fifty years, flnds It=elf hampered in se.
curing rural free delivery of the malls
in some of its more populoua sections
becaume the Government postal agent is
unable to find & map showing the loch-
tion of its roadse. And now the tax-
payers are asking themselves what they
have kept County EBurveyors In office
and on salary continuously all these
years for.

¥Mutual Regret.
Baltimore News
“My dear man,” rald the clerical look-
ing individual. “T regret to
soe you coming out of that saloon.™
Dat's de ticket, Guy,” replied the In-
1 stayed de limit o' me caah,

out™
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Here's the True Splrit.

Eugens Regiater,
Oregon people, as a class, are money
makers, and while the larger idea of

E
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channels jas that of the 136 Falr is
to the state, the business interests
well as the agricultural
terests: will not be slow

portance of giving proper
dertaking that is bound to
resources of the state all
try and add to the population
of Oregon sufffelently to bring
with Interest, eyery dallar of cutlay
ery to give proper assistance
falr. It may be necessary for the
to glve 0,000 to insure success of what

considersed the country over as proper
celebration of the most Important event
In the history of the country, and §f Ore-
Eon does the right thing it will Inspire
every other state In the Unlon to lend
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grand succems In every respect, and this
state will reap the greatest possible bene-
fits therefrom. If §M0.000 is required half
the sum could be ralsed on next yeays
taxes and the balance the year following,
#o that the burden would fall more lightly
upon the taxpayers. The people of the
state must face this question and they
must do It wissly and well L4t us mv
to the limit of what we can safely stand,
then willingly and freely give to the
Hmit. That is the spirit that will make us
and that will never break um.

Nearly Up. but Not Quite.
Beattle Post-Intelligencer.
According to the Postoffice Department
the businesa of the Presidential postof-
fiees In Washington Increased at a great
rate during the fiscal year ending June
3. For that year the receipts of nine
Presidential offices in Washington ware
79296, ax against KT in the previous
year, an in of §121,823. The receipts
of the different offices for thes two years

were az follows:

1901, 1002
Beattls . 122
k3 876
nmﬁ

2.
g'mh Yakima = ﬁ:m
VARCOUVEr .iuuusies -3 5.002 10,000
Walls Wallsa .....cco00.0.. 17070 20,260
WBALEOM ..cocivivricnnees. JOATH 22102
For the same period the receipts of six

Oregon Presidential offices totaled H6Z.-
14, an against HOL3M0 in the previous
year, an increase of 67,78 Portland
postoffice receipts in 1901 were 523584 In
152 they bad grown to 3358,465, an increase
of $4551. It will be noted that the in-
crense ini the Seattle office was $179 more
than the Portland office, enough to show
that Beattie is well in the lead of the
Oregon metropolls.

Two Presidential postofices in Wash-
{ngton, Republic and Cosmopolls, and one
in Oregon, Arlington, fail to show an in-
crease of recelpisa

»

Bull Seatiment on Hops.

Balem Btatesman.

No matter what the bulls and the
bears in the hop market do or say, the
market le going to be a strong one. The
consumers of hops the world over wil
nesd more hopa than thera are In
the world at the present time, and more
than there will be before another har-
vest. There will naturaily be a scramble
sooner or later for the good hops. It
cannot be avoided. No sort of juggling or
toud or small talk can prevent it. The
growers of Oregon have a lot of good
hops to sell. The growers of Oregon, for
the most part, are sensible men, They
are not Spring chickens In the business,
They have had thelr eye teeth cut. They
afe not golng to let go thelr good hops
without recelving good money for them.
8o the man who gets In the way of the
band wagon and attempts 1o keep the
price down around or below 2 cents a
pound, is likely to be run over and jumped
on. The price will not stay there. There
is mo use for any grower to get exclted
and want unreasonable things. The con-
pumers may stay out of the market and
get along with the least possible supply
if there is such a disposition on the part
of the growers. But neither should any
grover dispose of his hopa at the prices
the bears would Hke to get them for.

Conditions Rather Than Forms.

Rampart Forum.

The newszpapoers of Southeastern Alaska
are devoting considerable space to thg
sgitation for & territorial form of gov-
ernment for Alaska and indulging In a
wealth of acrimonlous comment, for or
against, as the various scribblers are per-
sonally interested In the scheme., Terri-
torial government may be & good thing
for that section of Alaska. but we along
the Yukon respsctfully dissent; it looks
to us as & cass of the cart before the
horse. Let Congress provide sufficient
funds to survey the country and thus
induce settlers to take up the land,
thereby giving a permanent population.
When this has been done it i= time enough
to agitate for territorial government, or
even statehood. The prosperity of the
coast |s dependent on that of the Interlor,
and just as long as the Interfor Is neg-
lected, just so long will our population
be floating and migratory. The shoulders
of the coast people will never be able to
bear the burden of taxation necessary
to properly support a territorial govern-
ment withoat substantial assistance of a
falirly well-settled country back of them.

Demonsirated Its Usefolness.

Albany Herald.

The management of the Oregon State
Fair |s to be congratulated on making
that lostitution n success financially as
well a8 In the matter of exhibitlons of
livestock and agriculture. The large de-
ficita of & few years ago were a great
detriment to its succesn, as people were
of the opinion it was a losing game and
would not attend. The paper of the fair
was At & discount, and exhibitors could
not get the premiums they won. The
races were (n a similar conditlon. That
day and those conditions now seem past.
The falr i» a state Instltution and has
demonstmted ita ueefuiness In the spirit
of friendly emulation which it has en-
gendered for the betterment of stock and
the [mprovement In agriculture and horti-
culture. ”

Vancouver Sentiment om Drydock.

Vancouver Independent.

FBusineas men of Vancouver conalder the
attempt of Portland to throttle the enter-
prise that has started In our city an un-
friondly «nd unjustified act, and !¢ they
succeed In thelr endeavor, It will result
in unfriendly relations that will work to
Portland's detriment. From a businsss
standpoint, Vancouver s nothing more
then a suburb of Portland, and any at-
tempt on tha part of Portland to retard
Vancouver's development will react with
added force on Portland. Vancouver ia
now connected by rall with the outside
world, and ia In no manner dependent on
Portland for supplles. A boycott of Port-
land wholezale housss might be the respit
¢f the removal of the drydock enterprise
{from Vancouver.

Bread Upon the Waters.
Harrisburg Bulletin.

The effort put forth by Portland people
to provide rellef for the deatitute suf-
ferers of the districts where the Iate for-
est fires raged with such dire destruc-
tion are commendable beyond utterance
and will be treasured In the hearts of
these needy reclplents to remaln perpetu-
ally. This act of generceity on the part
of Portland will be Hke bread cast upon
the waters; its effect will be aeen after
many days.

Raw Material for Beer.
Aurora Borealls,

The joke §s on Woodburn. A grand
union temperance meeting was to have
been held there on the Tth, but on ac-
count of =0 many of the peo-

the

corrigible.
munu.mmuwan

' temperance
ple being engaged In picking hops
meeting was posiponed.

NEED OF A TARIFF COMMISSION

St. Payl Ploneer Press.

The Democratic campalgn text-book,
one of whose slogans is that the tariff ls
the mother of trusts, curiously contains a
st of indusirial combinations which
seams to belle their ecatchword. Tha st
Includes 287 corporations, but of these
only 188 produce articles covered” by the
Dingley tarift law, though 35 others, It is
clalmed, enjoy the benefits of Indirect pro-
tection. How the remalning 1 are to be
cured by a repeal of the tarifl is not made
manifest. The fact is that very few of
these =o-called trusts are monopolies In
the sense of being able to control the mar-
kets or to dlétate the prices of thelr prod-
ucts. Very few of them are without vig-
orous competitors. Even the steel trust Is
obliged to compete with several Independ-
ent companles. Nor has the steel trust
entered Into any combination to raise
prices. On the contrary, the demand for
its products & 8s much greater than Iita
abllity to supply them that it might easily
have greatly advanced prices. Instead of
that, it has kept them down Lo a reason-
able and moderate level and malntalned
them at that level. Whether It could be
forced to sell its goods at lower prices If
the duties on steel products were abol-
ished, and It was exposed to the full force
of forelgn competition, Is doubtful; for
the same extraordinary demand In excess
of the supply which marks the American
market obtalns in Great Britain and to a
less extent ¢lsewhere. There seems (o be
Httle doubt that steel fabrics are now
produced In this country at as low costs,
notwithstanding the higher wages pald to
Ameriran labor, as in England, If not In
Germany. But these are facts which can
anly be determined by experts after a full
Investigation of the facts, and the general
lack of exact knowledge on the subject
{llustrates the need of a commission of
experts to make & thorough investigation
of the facts and conditions In the case of
every protected Industry.

The mere fact that the articles protect-
ed are produced by a so-called trust,
meaning a big corporation formed by the
consolidation of competing companles,
would not justify the abolition or reduc-
tion of the dutles, {f It thereby drove the
industry to the wall or forced down the
scale of wages of American labor In
order to enable It to compete with the
forelgner. These are questions which
cannnt be determined off-hand by par
conventions, or even by party majarl
In Congress. Thiy can only be got at In-
telligently by a thorough Investigation of
&ll the circomstances and conditions by
a comminsion of experts. As there Is no
question about the growing strength of
the populur demand for a revision of the
tariff, and it would be as utterly Impos-
eible as It would be Inexpedient for Con-
grass to undertake such revislon In the
coming short session, the wise thing for
the Republican majorities In  both
branches of that body to do during that
sesslon Is to pass a bill empowering the
Prealdent to appoint a commission of ex-
perts to subject the entire Dingley tarift
to a searching examlination, =0 as to be
prepared to submit Its report to Congross
at Its next sessjon.

This is In line with the proposition em-
bodied In a recent paper by B. N. D.
North, Chief Statisticlan of the Depart-
ment of Manufactures In the Census Of-
fice. He advocates the estabiishment of
a permanent tariff commiszion—a purely
business body, which would Inquire into
the actual effects of every rate of duty
upon every item of imports, its effects
upon revenue, domestic prices, Importa-
tions, home productien, consumption and
wages, and would analyze the constantly
shifting conditions of Industry at home
and abroad. “Upon the Information thus
obtalned Congress would be In a position
ta correet lrregularities in the tarif and
remove Incongruities without pulllng up
the whole revenue structure by the roots.”
“A nation,” Mr. North says, “can adjust
its business to any kind of a tarif. No
nation can stand the killing necessity of
readjusting lis  industries to  radieal
changes in the tariff at frequent inter-
vals.” It is only five years ago sinen the
Dingley tariff was eénacted. It I8 too
early o plunge the industries of the
country Into the doubt and apprehenslons
which would result from any sweeping
revislon of the tariff. But It can be modl
fied In some of ita detalls from year to
year without causing any Injury to Indus-
tries or any panle, provided It I8 done In-
telligently and judiclously. And hencs the
prime necessity of A commission of ex-
perts to examine closely the facts In each
case. That work should be committed to
a body of business men appointed by the
President. and not to a political body lke
the commitiee of ways and means, which
{8 subjected 1o too many extraneous Influ-
ences to be entirely trustworthy In deal-
Ing with tha detalls of the tariff,

_

AUTHORITY FOR EXPANSION.
Charming Reminiscence of Presldent
John Quiney Adanmx.
Harper's Weekly.
PASADENA, Cal.—(To the Edltor of
Harper's Weekly.)—In youk lssus of Au-
gust 2 mention is made of John Quiney
Adamy’ “‘well-known part” in the genesis
of the Manroe Doctrine. It would seem
that though he was the first to assert
fts clalms, he really attributed |ta pater-
nity to the Delty, whose agent he coh-
sidered himeeif to be. Witness his speech
in the famous debate on the Orsgon gues-
tion, February 8§ 1846 as printed In the

National Intelligencer of the next day:

“Bo much had been sald and. with =o
much abllity on the question of title, that
he belleved It would be almost a waste of
time in him to say anything more about
It; unless the chalrman had on the table
before him & llttle book that the Speaker
sometimes emplayed In adminlstering the
solemulty of an cath o members-elect
before they were pdmitted to seats in that
hall. If that book was there, he could
thank the clerk to read from [t what he
considered as the foundation of our title
to Oregon, If he would turn to the th,
2ith aud 2th verses of the first chapter
of Genesls, the committer would see what
Mr. A. considered the foundation of the
title of the United Siates to the Oregon
territory.”

The clerk read as follows:

“38. And God sald, Let usn make man In
our image, after our llkeness; and let them
have dominion over the fAish of tha sea,
and over the fowl of the air, and over the
cattle, and over all the earth, and over
every creeping thing that creepeth upon
the earth.’

9 Bo God crested man In his own
ifmage, In the Image of God created he
Mm: male and femnale created he them,

98, And God blessed them and God sald
snto them, "Be frultful and multiply, and
replemish the earth and subdue [t; and
have dominlon over the fish of the sea
and over the fowl of the alr, and over
every living thing that moveth upon the
carth.”

“That'" sald Mr. Adams, “in* my judg-
ment, Is the foundation of our title to
Oregon, and of all the title we have to
any of the territory we possess. It s the
foupdation of the title by which you, sir,
occupy that chair, and by which we are
now r.!Jltd upon to occupy Oregon.

¥ "HOWARD PAYS8ON ARNOLINLT

Concord Hymmn.

(Bung at the completion of the battls monu-

ment, April 1B 1838.)
Ralph Waldo Emerson.

By the rude bridge that arched the flood,
Their flag to April's breeze unfuried,

Here once the embattied farmars stood
Ané firsd the shot heard round the world,

The foe long since In silence alept;

Down the dark stream which seaward creeps,

On this green bank, by this saft stream,
Weo set toduy & votive stone,

That memory may thelr derd redeem,
When, ke our sires, our sons are goce.

Bpirtt, that made thoss herves dare
To dle, and leave their childron (res,
Bid Time and Natur@ggently spare

The shaft we ralse to them and thes.

NOTE AND COMMENT.

The Benefits of Travel.
If your merves are threatened with com-

plete prostrationm,
And you cannot sleep at nights or do

your work,
Here's n mileage book that's good on
every rallroad,
And a funny yarn for every hotel
clerk.
Go hike yourself aboard a frst-class
Pullman—
Here's a ticket for car “A" and
lower 3;
And while we're walting here fust let me
tell you :
The funny things I've secn and you will
see.
In these wondrous, far-awiy and curious
places
The streets are lined on elther side with
S10TES; o
The people surgs along upon the side-
walks,
And in going In and out they use the
donrs;
They take thelr meals while seated at a
table,

They take their liguor standing at a bar;
The strest-gars run upon the tracks pro-
vided,
A motorman is hired to drive the car

There ars distant
places
That carry human beings up and down;
The people use the volce in conversatlon,
And every woman's couvered with a
Bown.
They make brick bulldings thers of brick
and mortar;
If they want things white they always
usze white palnt.
And many other stories I could tell you

elevators In those

About the clties and their customs
qualnt.
Thelr streets are dry and dusty In a dry

spell,
And everything s soaking after rain;

The peopie often eat when they are
hungry—

They hunt the station when they want
a train.

The papers earry ads and reading matter,
The children seem much younger than
adults;
I've heard of lawyers speaking In the
courtroom,

And doctors feeling of thelr patient's
piilse.

In places you'll see rivers spanned by
bridzges,

And hose carts tattling noisily to fires;
The churches have been mostly bulit fop
worship:
A man is always dead when he expires,
But go and for yoursell see all these
wonders,
And get the culture of a foreign shore.
I'm proud and thankful for my long va-
catlon—
1 know so much I never knew before.

Tha norith pole, we suppose, Is stlll
there.

Well, §00,000 is only about §1 a head for
Oregon,

Half a million dollars will hardly be
missed by the half million loyal Orego-
nians.

The grand Ambassadorinl merry-go-
round appears to have been started for
the exclusive benefit of the “'ins’

The strange rumar Comes
thut Governor Geer iz piling his
Winter's wood and saying nothing,

from Salem
own

Probadly District Attorney Chamber-
inln wonld be willlng o Invoke any oid
week-day closing ruie against Reformes
McKay's mouth.

It Mr. Stratton, Jr., doesn’t want that
£0.00 he can find other strageling young
gentlemen who are willlng to be disinher-

ited on the same torms,

Licutenant Peary says he can rench
the north pole If he had n good salp
and $00.000. Andrew Carnegle’s address

is 3 West Fifty-first street, New York,

Balzgac and Dumas once met at a party.

Not & word was exchangad (il Halzue on
departing sald. 2s he pussed Damas:
“When I can do nothing else, T shall take
to writing piays." “Begin at once, then’

wna the prompt reply.

A new process for the manufacture of
artificial marhle has been patents] in Ber-
lin. Ashestos, dyeing materials. shellae and
ashes are pounded Into a stiT mass and
then subjected to high pressure. The prod-
uct Is surprisingly firm and tough, nnt
brittle, 1a very easily worked by means
of tools, can be given a flne polish, and
in appearince cannot be distingutshed
trom genuine marble.

Numberjess are the stories which go to
show that an Englishman finds it almost
impossible to see an American  Joke.
George H. Duniels genernl  passenger
agent of the New York Central, Is re-
sponsible for a Iate apecimen. It Is of
an American who lold an Englishman

that he dreamed he wan dead, but the
hent woke him up. “Aw, by jove * sald
John Bull, “you must have tremendoiis-

Iy hot weather In your eouniry if it wakes
a fellah out of his sleep.”

»aAn eplgram with every drink™ & a
luxury New Yorkers enloy without extira
charge. A German who n  rath-
skelier In Broadway has modernized the
famiflar mottoes, such a=z “In Yino Verl-

runs

tas," to bring them within reach of the
uncultured understanding. When you tiit
a steln to the proper angle the eye may
rost on Aoy one of these bits of wisdom:
While beer hrings gladness, don’t forget thal
water only makes you wel
He who drinks aml runs awsy
Wil live to drink another day
Contentment may le better than money, hat
most men are willing o take chances with the
money.
Be marry while yout can today;
There may bhe no Lomorrow

No man s so baid that hoe cannot fAnd in beee
& balm for = L
Drink r and forget your sorrow;
A® the thoughts come back
Drigk mors IOmMOTTow

PLEASANTRIES OF PAHAGRAPHERS

Marie—1 think there'sa flaw in this diamond,

Mary —Well, never mind, dear. Maybe It lant
| real, anyway.—Detrolt Free Priss

“He nims to be an intellectual actor.”™ ““Well
1 shoulid julge a thinking part wy 3 fust sulr
him. " —Philsdaiphia Evenlng Bulletin

Jutge—1 mee that Willle Swellton has giver
up automobiling Fuilge—When will the fu
neral take place >—Raltinore Moming Herald

1 declare,” sakl Mrs, Lapsiing, “'lo hoar

sr. Raspus tnli you'd think be hadn't & it or
faith in hunian neture. He's a reguiar clinte.™
~Chicago Tribune.

Non-Existent.—Cholly—I'  shuash I'm nat
ovahly upplsh, yknow, but 1 simply cawn’l
hoknod with my Inferiors. Mlus Pepprey—Xo,
indesd, how could youT—Philadeiphla Press,

] @t they are trylng to feh a Int of con!
oyt of the Merrimae River where a coml lergye
was sunk 10 years ago.” “That's the kiml «
placer mining that pays nowadays' —Cleveland
Plaln Dealer X

Mrs. Nomun—The Plunk-Smiths, next deor,
are having a ton of ¢oal deliversd. Tomorrom
morning. I must go down and scatter on our
sidewalk some Jet trimmings from that blach
dreas of mine. We can’t be left par of It thiy
way.—Chicago Dailly Newn

*“Yes, my dear,” sald grandmna, “when 1 was
a girl It was & matter of prids with = [0 know
haw Lo cook. But you girls of today seom to
have joxt Interest in such domestic arte™  “Ohy
no, grandma.’ replied Erpestine, proudly, “not
nitogether, 1 am sure. Why, I can make three
different Kinds of fudge!"—Clacinnat! Commer
cial-Tribune.

Mrs. Higgley—Wonder wiat's the matiey
with the Belchers. [ met Mrs. Belcher this
afternoon. and she wouldn't & at me. Mra
Weston—Why, hapen't you keard? They have

had 10 ton= of coal putl Into thelr cellars this
week., Mre Higgiey—Oh, that aceounts for fL
1 knew something had lifted them up mightily.
—Boston Transcript,




