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SCATHING REVIEW AND C

RITICISM

'MTIONCFDR.W.A.MOWRY’SBOOKONTHEWW

which, in comnection with other objecta
caused me to leave my family and brave
the tolls and dangers of the journey, not-
wi unususl severity of the
depth of snow.'"™

Then he mentions the “saving the mis-
sion from being broken up as ‘another’
object of his journey.'"

But instend of golng to the “original
source' for this extract, Dr. Mowry bas

in his preface. after Informing us that

be hes been more than 30 yeara investigat-

my bands upon,” he says, “This book-
is a history, It §& not an embeilished
story llks Irving's “Astoria’ or Parkman’s
"Oregon Trall’ It 1 written with the
wmingle purpcse of stating in & clear and
conclse manner the important facts with
Swhich it has to deal. From first to last
has to 4o with facts*
page 114 he gays: "It should be the
f the impartial historian to exam-
all sifles of a diaputed question, to
all-statembnts, ‘to examine all the-
to go, es far as posxible, to the
sources for his facts, and free

E,R

Miliing to well & for a mess of pottage.”
fPage L) “Finally the savages were per-
mitted to butcher in cold bicod the man
who by bravery and patriotism utterly
unprecedented, wrested that entire coun-
Rry from the grasp of the Hudson's Bay

, #nd made It possible for the
m o hold it (Pages IW-171,
writing of the Spring of 1848, and of Web-
pter’s and Tyler's ldeas of Oregon.) *It
was plainly apparent that Lord Asbbur-
pon, Bir George Simpson and others with
Pritish proclivities had thoroughly In-
doctrineted cur stalesmen with the ides
that the Rocky Mountains were (mpaas-
@ble to wagons, that Oregon could not
e peopled from the States, and therefore
its value to this coumtry was small” and
that “Webster thought Oregon Was use-
Ja&sm to our country, on account of the im-
passable character of the mountains,
and that “Tyler entertainad precisaly the
same views' (88 Webster) “as 10 the
usslemness of Oregon to the United
Statea (Pages 191-3, speaking of those
desiriug to migrate to Oregon In 1843). i
fs evident from = variety of sources of
{nformation that the great drawback to
these would-be emigrants Was that they
cbuld not carry their wagons and fam-
Mles through the mountains. Ths great
Rocky Mountain range and the Bilue
Mountains were supposed to be impassable
for wagons.”™
Only Three Important Quentions

Concerning Whitman.

As to Dr. Whitman, there are but three
really imporiant questions, to wit:

(A.) What was the origin and the pur-
pose of Whitman's ride from Oréegon 0
e States, begun October 3, 13T

(B.) What wae the condition of the Or-
egon question at Washington (. e, the
ettitpde toward it of Tyler's administra-
tion), in the Winter of 1542-42 and the
Spring of 184, and what influence, 1f any,
did Whitman exert to change the policy
of the Nationnl Government toward Ore-

2
“::‘2} What was Whitman's real reiation
to the great overland migration of 15437

Let us examine Dr. Mowry's treatment
of the original sources concerning each of
these three polnts.

Originnl Sources as to g

‘As to (A.)) the only imporiant original
sources and the only ones that It is ecer-
tatn Dr’ Mowry has examined are:

First—The corsespondence of the Ore-
gon Mission In the archives of the A. B,
C. F. M. In Boston, prior to Whitman's
return to Oregon in Beptember, 1843, before
which none of his assoclates knew that
ansthing had occurred To make them wish
thelr records @ifferent fram what they
hikd been writien.

These letters, many of them long (one
covering 7 and another 52 pages of very
jarge paper), number more than 200, and
must aggregate conslderably more than
400,000 words, and in them all 1s not one
gontence expressing the least Interest in
of concern about the palitical dostinies
of mny part of the Oregon Territory, or
turnishing 'the least support, In any other

way, to eny Worgi of thp Baving-
Oregon  theory of Whitman's ride,
and the same I8 true of all the
correspondance of all these mis.

glonaries with thelr friends (so far as It
Baz yet been published) during the whole
tims the Oregon guestion was unsettied,
except that after Whitman had visited the
Biatesgand found the whole country nflame
about the Oregon question he 414, In some
of his letters after his return express some
interest in thée subject. am! made some
wéry extravogunt claims of having been
jargely instrumental in settling the ques-
glon by having led out the 1542 migration.

The nesrost 1o mn expression.of any in-
tarest ih ‘the political destiny of Oregon
prior to Whitmas's Ridg Is ‘the following
phssage in an undated letter of W. H.
Grey (No, 185, Vol. 188, Am. Bd, archives),
plainly written after October, 185, and
probably in November or December, 1535:
*Dr. McLoughlin eald to me that it was
his wish that our people should occupy
that place, and gave & & reason that
then our people would be all together,
and bave nobody to meddle with us, and
in case the boundary line was to be the
Columbia River, 4nd the Fort” (I ¢, Whi-
la Walla) “was to be removed., he should
like to bave us there, both on sccount
of' the influence we might exert on the
InMane and the men of the fort. He dld
pot wish to answer all my questions about
the ocountry, because it would imply la
claim to the country, which they hud
none, except what their forts now oceu-
pied; he wonld say that he thought we
hiad just ms good s right to ooccupy any
pitce as they had."™

Any proper treatment of Whitman's en-
reer requires an honest summary (to the
exient of M or %5 .pages Jike this of somg

T600 to #,00 words of this correspone

dence, and, in sddition. An accurate quota-
tlon of some S000 to 10,000 words more of it

Of all this correspondence Dr. Mowry
quotes only 519 words, and they—even as
be quotes them—-furnish no support to his
theories about the polltical purpose of
Whitman's ride.

All but 8 of these 510 words Professor
Bourne had previously quoted In the “Leg-
end of Marcus Whitman,™ as belng the
strongest possible evidetice against the
Baving-Oregon theory of Whitman's ride,
&nd they have been comslidered as belng
conclurive agninst the theory of any Bav-
Ing-Oregon purpase of thot ride, and am
proving it to have been undertaken solely
on the business of his mission, by such
bistorfans =s Professor John Fiske, Dr,
Edwand Egxleston, Prafessar John B. Me-
Mister, Professor Allen C. Thomss, Pro-
kespor Harry P. Judson, Professor Edward
3 hdaunhn. Horace E. SBcudder, Prin-

Hpal Wibur F. Gordy, D. H. Monigomery,

Professor Edwnard Channing. Professor !".| that any political or pnu;lnuc ldeas were

Newton Thorpe, etc.
view, Jan., 11, pp 298200, and Tr. Am.
Hist, Assn., 1900, pp. '228-230).

But, whereas, Professor Bourne gquoted
necurately, Dr. Mowry quotes far other-
wise, .

The only document Whitman took with
him to the American Board from the three
men who remalned associated with him {n
the miasion was the following:

“Resolved, That If arrangements can be
made to contlnue the operations of this
swntion, that Dr. Marcus Whitman be at
liberty, &nd advised to wvisit the
United States, as soon as practicable, to
confer with the committee of the A. B, U,
F. M., in regard to the Interests of this

- — ——
"E. WALKER, Modemator.
“CUSHING EELI]S, Bcribe.
"H. H. SPALDING.

“Walllatpu, SBept. 28 184"

This Dr, Mowry prints (omn pp. 174-5),
but omits the last clght wordas "In re-
gard to the interests of this mission.' be-
ing the adverbial phrase which distinetly
limited to the business of the mission the
purpose for which all of his associates
sanctioned his journey.

That this was an Intentional omission s
ovident from the fact that In an articie
glorifying Whitman, in the Boston Con-
gregationalist, November 18 - 1887, Dr.
Mowry omitted from his quotation of this
document all after the word “‘practica-
ble,” putting a period there, whers the
document had a comma; and when he
was oriticised for making so deceptive
& quotation, he defended it as justifiable,
saying, “One sentence waz all 1 peedea
and 1 used that one,” whereas there Is but
one complex sentence In the whole docu-
ment, and the criticism was because he
had not “used that one,” but had nmitted
the two adverbinl phrases which stated
precisely why Whltman was suthorized to
make his ride,

Further, Dr. Mowry (p. 135) prefaces the
420 words he has quoted from Rev. k
Walker's letter of October 3, 1842, with
the statement that “Pather Eells
wrote & jetter from which the following Is
quoted,” and prints st the end of the ex-
tract,

“(Bigned.) ‘CUSHING EBELLS'" "

Yet Dr. Mowry well knows (having
mentioned this ldentical letter as one of
Walker's In a letter to the writer of this
criticlam in 18$) that this letter, which
he thus ascribes to Cushing Eeils, s In-
dexed In the archives of the American
Bosrd as a letter from Rev, Elkansh
Whalker, and that of the 168 pages of this
letter 16, Including every one of the 4§30
words he han gquoted frdm It. are in the
handwriting of Elkanah Walker, and that
It is pigned FElkanah Walker and not
Cushing Eells. and that every word in It
which s in C. Eell's handwriling s the
following Indor=ement of Its correctness
on {le lith page, which, by mistake, Wal-
ker bhad left blank.

“Through mistake this page was omit-
ted. I um happy to sny the subjects of
this irtter have been frequently dlscussed
of late by Mr. Walker and mbeel!, | do
not now recollect thpt there has been any
important difference In the conclusions
arrived at, and I do most chesrfully add
that consldering the short time allowed
for writing the letter 1 think it well done
and conelder the statements very just,

“The general plan of the letter war mu-
tually agreed upon, and after hearing the
whole of it rend once mmnd parts of It
more than ooce, I have observed nothi.g
of importanee to which I cannot glve a
full assent.

(Bigned.) “("UBHING EELLS.™"

Rev. E. Walker's diary (In MS, In pos-
session of the Oregon Historical Boclety)
rends “Mondny, October 1, 1812. Com-
menced my letter to Mr., Greene. Bue-
ceeded better than 1 expected. Tues, 4.
Continued to write and make slow prog-
rome. Wed, 5. Busy at writing, but, feel
as though 1 could not makes out z good
one. . Thura & 6till at my lotter.

VI Snt. & Finished copying my let-
ter to Mr. Greens and read 1t to Mr
E+lls who approved v

80 “"the short time allowed for writing
the letter” was =ix days,

Not another word besliles these 610 s
there In Dr. Mowry's book, written by
Rev. C.: Eells, Rev. H. H. Bpalding, Rev.
E. Walker or Mr. W. L. Groy to the sec-
retury of the American Board while the
mission continued, nor subscquently down
to May 28 1868 (when Rev. O Eslls Airst
Indorsed the Whitman-Saved-Oregon sto-
ry, in a Jetter which the Misionary Her-
ald published In December, 1886, +Xceptl
that in his appendix, Dr. Mowry prints
two letters from Rev. C. Eells and two
from Rev. 1, H. Spalding, written in De-
cember, 1847, and January, 1848 and relat-
Ing to nothing but the dreadful massacre
of November 3I7-December K 1541, In which
Dr. and Mra. Whitman and 12 others per-
ished and which destroyed the mission,
and to the rescus of the survivors by the
Hudson's Bay Company's efforts; and tL=
though there are In the American Board
archives letters written by them to the
American Board, between Whitman's re-

turn to Oregon, In Scpltember, 183, and
May, 15806, amounting to about 350000
words.

Though thus chary of quoling what C
Eells, H. H. Spalding and W. H. Gray
wrote prior to the publication of the
‘Whitman-Saved-Oregon' story, in 18845
Dr. Mowry gquotes from their letters,

“statements” and other publications sub-
to the follow-

sequent 1o Beptember, 1865,
ing amounts:

From Rev. H. H. Spalding nn

From Rev. C. Eells .............. vi

From Mr. W, H. Oy .....cccccicusnia 20
TOMA] ..cccvraraassrsssssrsnassnasssrsssassia D

But neither he nor any other advocate
of the Baving-Oregon theory of Whitman's
ride has ever been able to produce one
word written by Rev. E Walker In sup-
port of it, though he lived in Oregon till
his death In 1577, and knew exactly as
much about the origin and purpose of that
ride a8 any of his associates.

Great as Is this amount, 1t is but a
faint index of the extent to which Dr.
Mowry used the statements of Spalding,
Gray and C. Eells made subsequent to
1884-F, for practically all of his book that
relates to Whitman is a mere condensa-
tion of. or a paraphrase of those state-
ments, or of the statements of others
whose ideas about the matter are plainly
derived from Bpalding, Gray and C. Eells,

An example of how very pecullar are
Dr. Mowry's |deas as to the proper use
of “original sources' iz found In hia
chapter X, ““The Missionaries Discuss the
Situation,” of which he devotes three
pages to C. Eells' “recollections™ (in 1566
and subsequent years down to 15882 which
“recollections™ (from M to 40 years after
the ovent) Mr Eells did not pretend to
support by reference to any contempo-
raneous letters, journals or other writ-
ten or printed documents. as to the pa-
triotic origin of Whitman's ride, and of
the detalls of the speclal meeting of the
mission held at Whitman's Station Sep-
tember 26-27, 1842, which authorized his
ride.

But neither In Chapter X, nor eisewhere
In the book. does he even allude to the
H-page letter {recelved by D. Greene, See-
retary on Msay & 1843), dated October 3,
BE, In Cushing Eells' handwriting and de-
signed by him fand indexed by the Amer-
lcan Board among C. Eslls’ letters), which
his a brief note of endorsement of its
correctnens In E. Walker's handwriting,
and sigoned by him, which letter contains
the official report of that speclal meeting
of Beptember 28-27, 1542  signed by E.
Walker,

(Cf. Am, Hist. Re- |

]

even mentioned during its whole session.

Tet knowing well that this vecord still
exists in the archives of the American
Board, Dr. Mowry coples without com-
ment (en p. 13 Rev. C. Eells’ statement,
made In 1852 that the record of that spe-
cial meeting was destroyed at the time of
the Whitman massacre.

Dr. Mowry's Treatment of Mra, Whit-
man's Lettera.

The second such “‘original source” as to
A is the correspondence of Mrs, Whitman
with her parents, brothers and sisters,
after March, 1840, when Gray began 1o
bring the qusrrels of the varicus members
of the miralon (and especially of the
Whitmans and Bpalding and himself) to
the attentlon of the American Board, and
prior to her husband's return in Septem-
ber, 1842

Of this thore will be found about 42,000
words in the Trans-Oregon Ploneer Asso-
clation, 1581 and 1583, and to falrly pregent
the relation of the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany to the Spalding-Whitman mission at
least 20,000 mere words of earfler and later
dates should be carefully studied and
Fummarized to the extent of fully 19
words, while fully 00 words more shou'd
be quoted from these 2,000, Of the 42000
nbove mentioned fully 2000 should be
guoted.

Of these €200 words Dr. Mowry only
quotes the foliowing 42 words (page 129 In
a letter to her hushand, dated October 22,
1842: “Indeed.much as I shall and do want
o aee you, 1 prefer that you stay just ns
long as it is necessary to accomplish all
ygur heart's desire respecting the Interast
of this country, so dear to us both, our
home.*

This brief extract, he declares, “showed
what she understond to be the object of
hls journey.™

But how this shows “what his heart's
desire was™ he fails t> expla’n. He np-
where Informs his readers where they can
find this correspondence, and he carefully
refraing from even alluding to her two
letters to her parents, brothers and =le-
ters, written while he was preparing for
the Journey. (Trane-Oregon Association,
13, pages 165-167, dated Septomber 29 apd
0, M2, L e, the first and second dave
after he first proposed to zo to the
States), In the first of which ahe wrote:
“"The interests of the misslonary cause in
this country calle him home.” and in the
second, “He goen upon Important business
connected with the misnlonary cause, the
cause of Christ ia this land,” and with
not the least Intimntion that anything
clse Impelled him to the journcy.

Nor does he aliude to-hers of March 11
1548, to her sister (Ibid, page 135), In
which, after saying that it was painful
for her to part from her husband, sha
continued: “It was for Him, for the afl-
vancement of Hle caume, that I could say
lo my beloved husband: Go, take all the
time necessary to accompiish His work,
pod the Lord go with and bless you."

Nor does he allude to hers of April W,
182, to her brother (Ibld, page 161), in
which she wrote: “A great loss Is sus-
talned by his going to the SBtates, | mean
& present loss to the station and the In.
dians, but hope and expect a greater good
will be accomplished by It. There was no
other way for us to do. We felt that we
could not remaln as we were without
more help, snd we were so far off that to
ecnd by letter was too slow a way for
the present emergency.” :

Dr. Mowry's Treatment of the Firat
and Second Accounts of the Ori-
®in and Parpose of Whit.
man‘s Ride.

The third such “original source.” as to
A, Is the first and second accounts of the
origin and purpose of Whitman's ride,
which were ever printed. and which were
also the officlal accounts, and the only
accounts ever printed till the SBaving-Ore-
gon story appeared In 18845 The first
was Io the Missionary Herald. for Bep-
tember, 18M3, and with It should be read
the full statement (summarized (n 1)
from the annual report of the Ameriean

Bourd for 1842

It s too long to quote here, but It ex-
piicitly declares that his ridk WS
authortzed by, the speclal mesting of the
Oregon mission held to consider the or-
der of the hoard discontinuing the south-
ern branch of the misslon {l. e., three
of its four stations), and recalling ‘Spald-
Ing and Gray to the States (which AgTEER
exactly with the account of the origin of
his ride given In the correspondence of
the mieslon which Dr. Mowry mo sedu-
louely suppresses), and it glves no intima-
t‘on that there was any other than mis-
::f;mn- business impejling him to the

ae.

The second account is In the Mission-
ary Herald for Julyr, 1848 in the Briet
#ketch of his life prefacing the account
of the massacre., and merely saya: “He
made a visit to the Atlantlc States In the
Springeot 1843, being called hither by the
business of the misslon.”

To nelther of these accounts does Dr.
Mowry allude, and the same is true of
every other advocate of the Whitman-
Baved-Oregon atory.

If based only on the correspondence of
the misslon, these accounts of eourse
could not rank as “original sources,” but
as they might have heen based also on
Whitman's verbal communications dur-
ing his stay In Boston, March }-Aprl 8
1543, they are entitied to rank as “ofiginal
sources.” i

Dr. Mowry's Treatment of Whit-
man's Carrespondence After His
Return to Oregon.

Whitman's letters after his return to
Oregon cannot be considered ms [‘originai
sources” s to the origin and. purposs
of that ride, since his frigid regeption by
the secretary of the American Board {who
told him he was sorry that he had come),
and the fact that the next month after
he started on that journey the Indians
burned his rude grist mill and a large
quantity of grain, Involving him in so
much oxpense to rebulld that, with the
expenses of his Journcy, he was troubled
for two yearsafter hls return In hie et
tiements with the American Bosrd, as
he stites In him letter of April 12 1846
(which Dr. Mowry refrains from yen al-
luding to), furnished him a stronk tem
tation for magnifying the importance 5;
that ride and its results.

Sixteen of these letters between. No-
vember L 183 and October, 187, aggre-
Eating about 25,000 to 18,000 words, are In
the archives of the Ameriean Board.

Although In meveral of these ,letters
Whitman made very extravagant and
wholly ynwarranted claims of great serv-
ices rendered to the National Govern-
ment, it Is a very significant fact that In
none of them, nor in any of his lctters
to his friends, nor In any of Mrs. Whit-
man's to her friends, is there any elaim
that he ever had had any Iaterview with
President Tyler, or Bécretary Webater, ar
that he had ever recelved any promise
of any assistance from them. or from any
officer of the Nnational Government., or
that he had had anything 0 do0 with
originnting or organizing the migration
of 184, and though he clalms—what is
manifestly Incorrect—that the migration
of 1843 was a declsive factor in bringing
about the treaty of 1846, he nowhere. save
In his letter of April 1, I47—four and one-
half years after he started on his ride—
ciaims that his ride had ‘any other pur-
pone than minssionary business,

Dr. Mowry's trentment of this Jetter |-
lustrates his ideas of golng to “original
sources wherever practicable.”

On pages 198-9 he says: “In another let-
ter” (whose date he does not give) “to
Mr. Greene is the following: ‘It was to
open A practical (practicable) route and
safe passage. and secure a fa re-
port” of the jourmey from

pled It verbatim (and without credlit)

Golng to the “original source,” to wit,
Whitman's own letter In the archives of
the American Board, we find the follow-
Ing, viz.:

“It was to open a practieal route and
safe passage, and to securs a favorable
report of the journey from Immigrants,
which, -In conaection with other objects,
caused me to leave my family and brave
the tolls and dangers of the journey,
which carried me on, notwithstanding I
was forced out of my direct track, and
notwithstanding the unusual severity of
the Winter and the great depth of snow.

“In connection with this let me may, the
other greatl object for which I went was
to save the Migsion from being broken up
Just then, which It must have beon, as
¥you will see by a reference to the doings
of the committee,” (L e., the prudential
committee of the American Board),
“which confirmed the recall of Mr, Spald-
Ing only two weeks before my arrival In

Boston, 1 often reflect upon the fact that !

you told me you were sorry [ came,
» It may not be Inappropriate to observe
that at that moment the Methodist mis-
alon, ns well a® our own, was oo the
poiat of dissolution.”

As to “B.”

Three Indispensable postulatex of Dr.
Mowry's clatfl that Whitman “wrested
that entire country” (1. e., the old Oregon
Territory) “from the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany,” Are—

First—That as Iate as Mareh, 1848 that
“entire country,” L e., the present states
of Oregon, Washington and Idaho. 1o-
gether with about 28000 square miles of
Northwestern Montana and about

in all about 22000 rquare milcs, was in
controverey between the United Btates
and Great Britain,

Yet. knowing perfeetly well that In 1824
and agaln in 1827, England offersd us the
line of 49 degrecs to the most northeastern
branch of the Columbla, and thence along
the river to the Pacifle, which left really
In dispute not "that entire eountry.” but
only about 35,000 to 58 (00 square mi.es, or
lesa _t‘h-n one-fifth of “that entire coun-
try.” belng only that part of Washington
north and west of the Columbla, and that
we both times Immediately refused this
offer and insisted on & degrees to the
coksst. Dr. Mowry deems it consistent
with his duty as an “impartial historian”
to suppress all mention of these offers of
-Eagiand, and of the fact that In 1825 the
Hut!_lon'l Bay Company “officially noti-
fled” Dr. McLoughlin, thelr superintend.-
ent, In charge of the Oregon reglon from
I5M to 184, thnt “In no event could the
British clalm extend south of the Colum
bia, “and nlso to suppres,. gl mention o
the fact that Lord Ashburton cams over
In April, 1842 “specifically authorized.™
25 we shall «ee later, to recew to us the
offer made us in the negotiations of 18M
and 1837, and al2o to suppress all men-
tion of the fact that In 1% when tot
only all the reglon north of Miasayri and
west of the Misslesippl River, but also
everything else corth and west of IMpols
and Michigan was not even organized as o
territory, but was an unbroken wilder-
ness, we notified England that 4 degrees
Was ovr uitimatum for the north bound-
ary of Oregon.”

Second—That England could by making
settlements and establishing trading posts
subsequent to October 20, 1818 (the date of
the first of our treatles of “Jolnt palley™
relating to Oregon) strengihen her clatm
to it while the treaty ©f 1518 and its re-
newal In 1827 remsuined In force.

But the very terms of thoss treaties
made guch strengthening of her alalms
impessible, a position not oniy &always
held by our diplomatists and Presidents
who negotlated on the Oregon question,
John Q. Adums, Albert Gallatin, Andrew
Jackson, Edward Livingston, Martin Van
Buren, John Tyler, Danlel Webater, John
C. Caihoun, Jamcs Buchanan, James K.
Polk and George Bancroft. and also many
others of our most eminent statesmen,
but also taclily admitted by all the British
diplomatists who negotlated on ity no one
of whom ever venured (o assert tnap
such settlments and trading posts had
made the British claim one whit stromger
than It waa October 20, 1515, and glso
explicitly amsented to by Lord Aberdecn
(head of the British Forelgn OMce from
1511 1o 1846), In two Interviews with ka-
ward Everett In Nevember and Decem-
ber, 1543 {Cf. on th's, authorities clted In
Trans. Am. Hist. Asen. for 1100, p, =9,
and Berlin Arbitration, p, 126).

Third—That as late as March, 1543, the
Government and the people of the country
thought Oregon worthless becmuse the
Rocky and Blue Mohntains were supposed
to be impassadvle for wagons, To sup-
port this Dr. Mowry offers not n asntence
from any Congrresional debate on Oregon,
nor from’ any report of a Congresstonal
committee on Orggon, nor from any report
of any Government explerer of Oregon,
for from any book of travels or magnzine
articie about Oregon printed prior to the
Inventlon of the Whitman-8Bsved-Oregon
story, In 1864-5, but quoter his favorite
“orizinal source™" for Cregon history, In
wit, Rev, H. H. 8palding'e, Rev. . Eeolls’
and W. H. Gray's allcged recollections
from 1684 to 1582, and the recollections of
others whose ldens are plalaly mere echoes
of Spalding, C. Eells and Gray.

Prior to March, 183, the Oregon Terr!-
tory had been far more extensively and
thoroughly explored and reported on (in
Gavernment reporte, books of travel and
magazine articles) by our citizens, both
Government expeditions and private citi-
gena; more often and more thoroughly de-
bated In Congress; the sublect of more
numerous and elaborate reports of Con-
gressional committers; the objelt of more
and re¢ Important dplomatic negotin-
tlons, n any other territorial acquisi-
tlon we have made on this continent had
bcen up to the date of Ite full acogmplish-
ment: and Jp Uregon acguisition there
was {ar less opposltion—in Congress and
out of it—than to that of any other of
theae acquisitions except Florida, -

Oregon had been discussed at 14 sessjons
of Congress, between )&21 and March 1,
1ML  In theee debates [t was repeatedly
declared, beginning as ecarly as 1524, that
Oregon was easlly accessible by wagons
over the low_ passes of the _.ocky Moun-
tains even withoul any expenditure for
roadmaking.

The nficial record of these debates cov-
ers 30 columns, or about 250,09 words In
“Annals of Congress,” “'Debates in Con-
gress” and "'Congreasional Globe.”

Yet Dr. Mowry deems it consistent with
his disty ns an ““impartial historfan' not
oniy not 1o quole one word of all these
debates, bat not even to mention the
above official revorts which are the only
“original sources” {aor these debates,

To these 14 sesalons there were made 11
reports of committees of the Benate and
House Representaiives, and besaldes there
were read in the Senale or Howuse the re-
porte of Speclal Agents J. B. Prevost
(122}, Lieutenant W. A. Elocum, of the
Navy (sent to Oregon by the State De-
parttment by order of President Jackson
In 1555 with speclal Instructions to ¢xamine
and report on everything Impertant for
our Government to know about Oregon),
whose report was read In the Benate In
1817, and was often referred to and quoted
in later Congr I discuss) and In
Congressional committee reports, and of
Becretary of War Polnselt, in 1540, recom-
mending the establishment of a line of
military posts from the Missour{ River
to the mouth of the Colembin,

There was also the report of Captaln
Bonneville to the Secrctary of War In

, reporting his success in driving 20

wagons through the Bouth Pass

over the Rockles and into the Oregon
Territory to Green River In 1538

All (hese commillee reports were unani-
mous, &ll enthusinstic as 16 the great

§ 12,000 !
rquare mies of Northwestern Wyoming, ]

Oregon to us, and the walidity
of cur ttle at least &b far north as 4
degrees. Sar

As carly as 1831 the rt of the mil-
tary committed of the te contalned
the jetter of the Rocky dountain Fur
Company, tc the Becretary of War, dated
October 29, 1530, stating that In the preced-
ing five years with from 80 to 100 men,
divided into small parties, thsy had ex-
plored the whole reglion beyond the Roek-
lea from the Guif of Callfornis to the
mouth of the Columbla. and had made dis-
coverlies And acquired Information they
deemed It |mportant to communicate to
the Government, Then, aftér descriding
their driving 10 wagons lqaded with frem
1500 Lo 2000 pounds each from St. Louls
to the east snd of the South Pass and
back to 8L Louls between April 10 and
October 10, 1830, they continue, ““This Is
the first time wagons ever went to the
Rocky Mountains, and the case w
which It was done proves the facliity of
communicating. overiand with the Paclfic,
the route beyond the mountains to the
Great Falls of the Columbla belng ecasier
than on thi« side.”

The Great Falls of the Columbla are not
only west of the Blue Mountaina, but more
than 130 miles west of where Whitman
six years latcr ¢stab dsbed his mission; and
thie report of the miiltary committee of
the Senate was often referred to and
quoted In 'ater committes reporis and In
Looks, newspapers and magasine articles
before 1543

Thesc 16 reports covered about N0 pages
or Haeu W Jawd worgs, bat of nem au
Dr. Mowry as an “impartial historian’
only pames three, and only gquotes from

one—Cush:ng » in I' 1o the ex-
tent of 7 wordse, and that oniy
on the wholly unimportant point

of whether or not Oregon was included
in the Loulsiana purchase, while he omits
to even alude anywhere In his book to
Lieuteant Biacem, or to Foinsetl's re-
port, or to the Roeky Mountaln Fur Com-
pany’s wagons In 1430, and thelr exten-
| sive explorations in Oregon before 1880,

or to boneville's proving Oregon easily

acceasible by waguns In 1832, or to the

tact that Whitman in 18 wrote of Bon-
" peville's wagons, and that tne.route pre-
sented Httie ditficulty for wagons; and
though quoting freely from Gray's and
| Bpaloing's declarations In 156-5 10 18
that the route to Oregon was deemed lm-
practicable for waguns as late as 1863, he
cmits o quote from Spalding's letter of
September 2, 1835 (published in the Mis-
siunary Herald, October, 187, and giving
an account of the overland journey of
the Spalding-Whitman party in 1538) the
following: *"We drove a wagon to Snake
Fort™ (L ¢, Fort Bolse) “and could have
driven It through but for the fatigue of
our anlmals. Wwe expect to get It at
some future time."

Before Mnarch 1, 186, In Presidential
messages, or in instructicns W diplomats
negotlating with England or Russia about
Oregon, or in other executive papers, sr
In correspondence which has been In print
for 15 to 5 years past, or In reports of
negotiations on Oregon, or In debates in
Congreas, or in reportz of Congresaional
committees, the following statesmen are
on record as holding that Oregon was of
great velue to the United Biates, and
could be ensily occupled by us. while It
was practically impossible (as the worid
then was) for any European power to
people §t. and that our title Was UNGUES-
tionable at least as far north as 4 de-
grees, and that we should insist on not
acepting any, line south of 4§ degrecs us
the north boundary of Oregon, vix.:

Ten men who have .been Prealdents—
Jefterson, Madison, Moaroe, J. Q. Adams,
Jackson, Van Buren, Tyler, Polk, Plerce
and Buchanan: also Calhoun and King,
Viece-Presidents (ns hnd been also Jef-
ferson and Van Buren): also -Wcbster,
Clay, Everett, Forsyth, Becreiaries of
Btate (as had been also Jefferson, Madl-
son. Monroe, J Q. Adams, Van Buren,
Calhoun, Livingston and Buchanan); Gal-
jatin, R. Rush; Livingston and Everett,
Minlsters to England (as were aiso J.
Q. Adams, Van Buren and Buchanan);
also Middleton, Cambreiing and Inger-
soll, Ministerz to ‘Russia; and Archer,
Baylies, Benton, Berrien. Lewis Cass,
Choate, Caled Cushing., John J. Critten-
den. Drayvton, Floyd, John Reld, of Mas-
sachusetts (“the {fe member''); Reynolds,
Rives, Sevier, Tappan, J. W. Taylor, of
New York: R. J. Walker, Woodbury and
many others of lesser note, while not &
single authentic sentence has eéver been
produced from any man of importance
enough ever to have been President or
Vice-President, or Minister to England
or Russin, or Secretary of State, or even
& Senator for as much as one full term,
which expressed any doubt of our title
to all of Oregon south of 49 degrees, or
which intimated that we would surren-
der anything to Great Britaln south of 49
degrees. it Is true that Tyler had “a
dream of policy never embodied™ about
selling to Englund that part of the pres
ent State of Washington lying north and
west of the Columbia, but that wholly
impracticable scheme necessarily  Im-
plied not surrendering 1t, but insisting
on i) degrees to the coast as our houndary
to the coast. since England certalnly
would not buy what we did not own
(CL pp. 35-6 infra.) K

But no reader of Dr. Mowry's book will
find In It any intimation of these In-
disputable facts about the position.of our
leading statesmen on the Oregon quutim_-n.

A detafled oritictam of Dr. Mowry's
treatment of all the “original sources™ as
to “B" would require very much more
space than i avallable. and, as no one has
ever pretended that Whitmao could by
any possibility have Influenced the Oregon
polley of any other administration than
that of Tyler, we will conclude this part
of the criticlsm with a brief examination
of his treatment of “original sources™ as
to the attitude towards and actlons upon
the Oregon questlon of Presideat Tyler
and Sccretary of State D. Webster prior
to March 1, 1%L

On pages 170 and 171 Dr. Mowpy posi-
tively asserts that Webster and Tyler
both thought In the Bpring of 1841 that
Oregon was uscless 1o the United Sintes,
because “Lord Ashburton,. SBir George
' Simpson and others with British proclivie
tles had thoroughly Indoctrinated our
statesmen with the iden that the Rocky
Mountains were Impassable to wagons,
that Oregon could not be peopled from
the states. and therefore {ts value to this
country wWas very small,’™”

The reader looks through his book from
| title page to finls In valn” for a single sen-
| tence In support of this shocking !mpeach-
ment of the patriotism-and the knowledge
of our statesmen, except what Rev. H. H.
Spnlding, Rev. C. Eellk and W, H. Gray
though they remembered (from 23 to ¥
years after the event) thut Whitman, told
them after his returft from the states,

Not & word is there In Dr. Mowry's
book which intimnates that elther Webster
or Tyler had ever taken the slightest In-
terest In the Oregon question or had done
or sald a thing tdwards securing Oregon
to the United States, or had any special
Information about It tlll Whhman reached
Washington In March (or, more likely, In
April), 1842,

Let us examine the officlal records and
learn the facts.

First—In both his first and second an-
nual messages, In December, 15341, and
December, 1542, President Tyler had strong
paragraphs on Oregon, In the first rec-
ommending the bilshment of & ling of
military posts from the Missouri to; the
Columbia. To nelther of these messages
does Dr. Mowry even allude, L

Second—Eilijah White, M. D., had bee
a Methodlpt missionary to the Oregon In-
dians, and stationed nearly 30 mlles west
of Whitman's mission, from 1588 to 1840,
when he was discharged.

in Jaguary, M2 (as we know from con-
temporandous written and printed
sources), Dr. White appesred In Washing-
ton with letters of Introduction from Dan-
iel Webnter's oldest son to Presideni Ty.
ler, Becrotary Webster and Secretaty of
the Navy A. P. Upshur, and, after In-
terviews with them, and with Becretary
of War John C. Spencer, and Senator
Linn and other friends 6f Oregon, by or-
der of the President he was comimissioned
Indian sub-agent for the reglon west of
the Hockles, and difected tp ralse as Inrge
& gompany as possible, proceed with
them to Oregon, which he did, starting
from near Westport, Mo, May 16, 1842 as

-

the leader of the first large overiand mi-
gration, consisting of 112 persons.

He remained in Oregon some three
yenrs, and was the only official ever com-
missioned by our Government 1o reside In
Oregon, til after the territory was organ-
fzed In 1548. Belng a very “shifty” and
selfish politician, White became excecd-
ingly unpopular and consequently his
work for Oregon has received very scant
mention.

There !s no doubt but what a very
large part—!f not all—of the honest sd-
vocacy of the Whitman-saved-Oregon
story has resulted from transferring to
Dr. Whitmen the clalms which Dr. White |
made, of the influence on Tyler's Oregon
pollcy of his Interviews with President |
Tyler and Becretary Webster, just be- |
fore Ashburton’s arrival In Washington, |

How does Dr. Mowry treat this matter? .
Though he mentions “White's Travels In |
Oregon™ (published in 1845) In his list of
authoritles, he does not quote one word
from It. and nowhere gives his readers |
any Intimation that Dr. White had ever
been a miasionary to the Oregon Indians,
of wns ever in Oregon before the Autumn
jof 152 or that he ever was In Washing- |
ton, or ever saw Presldent Tyler and
Secretary Webster, of that he held any
official poaition In Opegon, but only says
of him (page 185): “Dr. White, with a
cansidernble party of eettlers, arrived
near Whitman's station early in Septem-
her™ (1M2).

Third—When, in August, 1828, Lisuten.
ant Charles Wilkes set sall with =lx ships
hnd nearly 80 men, In command of the
greafest exploring expedition our Govern-
ment ‘has ever sent out, Van Buren's Ad-
ministration gave him positive Instruc- |
tlons to spend six months in exploring |
“our territory om the. northwest coast !

of Amerien,™ and the Columbia
River, and the coast of Califor- |
nis npsa far south as BSan Francls-
cv Bay. April 28 18§, 34 days after Har-

rison's death brought Tyler to the Pres-
ldency, Wilken, with part of his mund-i
ron, sighted the mouth of the Columbla, |
and with “a sloop of war, a brig of war,
two launches, 10 bouts, and uypwands of
0 men,” he was busily engaged till Oe- |
tober 10 181, in'a far more extensive and
thorough explomtion of Oregon by land
and water than any other single expedition
has ever made. even to this day. He sur-
veved and charted Puget's S8ount, and the |
navigable waters of the Columbila, visited
all the misslon stations of the Methodists |
and of the American Board, and all of |
the posts of the Hudson's Bay Company
south of 48 degrees, except Hall and
Balse (which hundreds of Americans had
visited) and nll the settiements In Ore-
gon. {

He sent a party from Puget Sound
eamtwanrd to the Columbia, and back to
the Sound by a different route, through the
center of the reglon north and west of
the Columbia (being all that was really in
dispute), of the real value of which (ae-
cording to Spalding’s letter of April T,
486, elited by Whitman and published In
Palmer's Journal in 1847), the missionaries
of the Amerfcan Board kmew absolutely
nothing until a party sent from the set-
tlements In the Willamette Valley ex-
plored it In the Autumn of 1845, L. e, three
¥ears after Whitman started to the stages,

He nlso sent o' party overland from the
Colombia up the Willamette and down
the Bacramento to San Francisco,

He dropped anchor ut New York June
1, 1842, and three days later flled In
the Navy Department a most enthusiastic
“special report” covering 44 pages fools-
cap urging the immense value of the Pu-
grt Sound reglon, and declaring that

In Oregon a man could make a lving and |

acquire wealth with only one-third the

Iabor required in the atates, and that “no |

portion of the world bheyond the troples

can be found that will yleld so readily wita |

moderate labor, to the wants of man.”

These statements, with enough more to
make M pages, the House of Representa-
tives took. and on January 4, 183, when
Whitman was near Bent's Fort, added It
‘to the 84 pages of the report of the mill-
tary committee of the House on Oregon,
{of which 3% coples had been printed In
May, 1842), and ordered another edition of
500 coples printed,

In a part of this ‘specla] report which
was not printed, in discussing passes over
the Tocky Mountalns, Wilkes wrote:
“Finally the two southern routes, which
nre prefernbie, susceptible of being used
at almost all searons, and a good waxgon

road may be constructed with Hitle ex- |

pense. It 1= readily to be perceived

that tke difficuity of communieation with |
the territory ls far less for us than fm-‘

the British.™

How does Dr. Mowry treat this matter?
On papes 19M-81 he has appropriated (with-
out ecredit)y a4 page from a copy-

rizhted manuscript sent him in 188 by
the writer of this criticism, which page
does not quote one word from Wilkes' re-
port, but merely states my Inferences
(written on first reading the manuscript
of this special report In 1887, at the Navy
Depariment). as to why the Administra-
tlon would not allow the whole report to
be printed in 1843; but though the imme-
diate context of this page of my infer-
ences in the manuscript sent him com-
‘alned coplous quotations from this spoeclal
report of Wilkes, and from his other un-
published dispatches, Dr. Mowry not only
nowhere coples one word of that context,
but he noWwhere quotes one word from
any of Wilkes' reports, nor prints obe
word which will give his readers any In-
formzton as to the cause of, the time of,
or the extent and value of Wilkes ex-
plorations of Oregon, or of the time when
he fllad this soeclal report, nor of the
fact that for nine months belore Whit-
man could by any possibility have reached
Waskington, Tyler's Administration could
on any day have had [nterviews with
Wilkes and the other officers of his ex-
pedition, who knew a vast deal move
«bout all of Uregon that was really in
dispute than all Lthe missionaries—Metho-
dist and American Board put together—
ald then or for many years after.

4 In April, 1842, Lord Ashburton ar-
rived :n Washington, and (after various
informal conferences) on June 13, 1842 (the
very day Wiikes filed his special report
on Orcgon in the Nuvy Department), be-
gan the formal nezotiations which ended,
August 5, with the signung of the Webatar-
Ashhurton treaty.

As It was generally understood that he
wins [0 treat on all polnts jn dispute,
there was much disappointment that Ore-
Bon was not Included in the treaty, but
though Benton on this account assalled
it most bitterly in the Senate, he could
only rally nine vowrs against it to 39 for it

In December, 182 benton returned to
the subject and asserted that Webster
had proposed to accept of the line of the
Columbia Instead of standing firmily for
4 degrees to the Pacific. To this partisan
accusation Webster could not in person
reply in the Senate chamber, but, for-
tunately for the vindleation of the truth
of history, his [ifelong friend, Rufus
Choate, had succeeded him in the Senate,
and twice, on January 18 and February 4
1841, while Whitman (of whose existence
even there ls no evidence that either Ty-
ler or Webster was then award) was
riding east across what !s now Kansus,
Choate, replylng to Benteon's accusations,
sald (on January 18), as summarized by
the ofMelal reporter In the UCongressional
Globe, 27th Congrees, third session, pp.
171-2: "“In commenting upon the apeech
of the Senator from Miesouri (Mr, Ben-
ton), who had preceded him, he took oc-
casion to Temove AN erTonecus impres-
ston, which, he concelved, was calculated
to do great Injustice to a distinguished
man, Mr. Webster, who could not there
defend himeelf. He ailuded to the fears
| expressed Dy the Senator from Missourl,
that . the rumor must be correct
which had got abroad, that a proposition
had been made or entertained by the Sec-
retary of Btate, to settle down upon the
Columbia River as the boundary line
Now he was gind to have [t in hig power
to undecelve the Senator, and to assure
him. which he did from authority, for he
had been requested by the Secretary him-
self to do It for him, that he never elther
made or entertalned a proposition to nd-
mit of any line south of the 40th paraliel
| of latitude as a negotinble boundary line
for the territory of the United Btates.™
On February 3 Mr. Choate made An-
i other speech (which was printed verbatim
In ibld, App. pp. E2-2%), and returning to
| the subject of Benton's accusations ne
sald: 1 desired chlefly to assure the
| Senator and the Se¢nate, that the appre-
| henston intimated by him that a dis-
| closure of these Informal communieations
| would disgrace the American Secretary,
|
|

| by showing that he had offered a boun-
dary line south of the parallel 8 de-
grees s totally unfounded He would be
glad to hcar me say, that I am author-
ized apd desired to declare, that In no
communication—formal or Informal—was
| such an offer made, and that none such
was ever meditated.”

Preclsely why Oregon was not Included
In the Ashburton ftreaty could not be
stated with due regard to the diplomatic
proprieties, either by Choate, In 1M1, or
Webnater in his great speech In defense
| of the Ashburton treaty In 136 nor by
Everett, his life-long friend, in his brief
bingraphy of Webster, in which all has
| says s, “Had he (I, e, Webster) sup-

posed an arrangement coold have been
s ¢ffocted on this baslz (I e, 4§ degroes
to the Coast) with Lord Ashburton, he
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Dernorr, Micm., Feb. 13, 1902,
For seven years I did not know what it was to be well.
that time I slipped and fell, straining myself inwardly.

little attention to jt at first, but
backache and a peculiar sick feel

of my bowels ached and if I was on my fret a eouple of hours at
a time [ wonld give out completely. I began coughing and thonght
I was getfing consumption but the doctor told me this was on ae-
count of my weak condition, that I was in reality troubled with
falling of the womb. My menstruation was very irregular.
times it would stop for two or three months and ngain 1 flowed so
much there was danger [ would flow to death.
vinced that the doctors could not help me and as [ saw an sdver-
tisement of your Wine of Cardui I decided to try it.
me quick relief, the nausea stopped, my appetite improved,
gradually my pains stopped and I felt how wmy entire system
I bave now been a well and happy woman

was Being renewed.
for over & year, thanks to Win

ﬁL‘J \Q’éﬁnﬁ«d%

T ia little wonder Miss St, Elmore
was discouraged in the search for
heaith. There is hardly a physi-

cian who would hesitate to such
a case chronic and incurable. But
‘Wine of Cardui has cured thousands
cm&:icknen of
treatment

must ba lhoruughmnd.m'a)iueof Cardui,
to regulate the menstrual flow, be-
ﬂ: at the fundamental principle—
of allowing the poisonous waste

to badi naturallyand health-
fully. This removes irritation
Illd’ inflammation. Wine of Cardui
brings relief as a mild aid to Nature
in removing the causes of sickness.
The proper flow of the menses re-
lieves the blood of impurities and
allows blood to build up and
afflicted organs and

ST. ELMORE,

At

I paid
Soon I found that I had habitual
ing at my*stomach. The right side

S-me-
I now beeamie ¢on-

It brought

e of Cardui.

ligaments. Her physician’s treat-
ment failed to accomplish anything
but temporary relief. while after tak-
ing Wineaf Cardui Miss St. Elmare
has had & year of health and happi-
ness—the cure was quick and
manent. This great remedy, Wina
of Cardui, is for you as well ns for
her. [t is for you to decide whether
ou will take 1t. Could you follow
tter advice than this clear, simple
letter, written by this lady of promi-
nence—this er among women
interested in the welfare of her sex?
Many women envy her position in
the al world. No woman can
fail to want her health. You may
have it bJ taking Wine of Cardui
as she did. Ask your druggist for
a dollar of Wine of Cardui
and accept nothing else.




