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A PORTENTOUS PROBLEM.

It is difficult to see what Congress
could €o to seitie the dispute in the
anthracite coal region; though the Pres-
jdent doubfless would call Congress™to-
gether in special session, 1f he could
oee & way. It was a greal errar to per-
mit the coal supply of the country to
g0 into private hands; but how to dis-
possess those who heve been permiited
to sssume the ownership 15 a mighty
hard problem. TYet the whole country
i awake to the fact, now brought into
strong rellef, that bhalf & dozen men
monopolize & coal supply that is ledis-
pensable to tens of millions  Is Govern-
ment, through {te power of eminent do-
medn, to teke possession of the mines
and opersle them, paying what It
thinks fit and just7—for 1t never would
pay the waluation st upon them by
the monopolist possessorm. The Phila-
delphia North American states the case
against the greedy monopolists in this
way: and great numbers of journals
throughout the country are presenting
similar statemeata:

All tho enormous damage to anthranite mines
s due directly and salely to the olwtinacy of
the operntors n holding the false thaory that
the com] messures of Pennsyivania sre theirs
to do with as thiy plemss, and that they have
no pablle obligations Thers men have sald
that ihe ooal stored by pature Tor the use of
man shall not be taken fromm the ground, es-
cept on conditions fzed by them. Coal has
come 1o Be AS Decsmsary o8 alr and water,
and the right of soclety to take N for the
Denefit of sll I ay clear as the right of access
10 wster supply. Private ownership of cosl
in the ground is tolerable only so long s the
special privilege constituting the sols basis of
ownerslip s not ahused beyond the limits to
which soclety i» acvustomed and assente. The
permensnt cloging of mines (s an sbuse of
privileze which cannot be tolerated, even if
1he ¥ of production for seme months
is to be regurded as an exercise of logitimate
Tights.

it I& objected, of courss, that this
would start the Government in the di-
rection of soclalistic experiment, in the.
ory and In fact and on a great scale,
The country will hesitate; but the ques-
tion _fs whether the existing zbuse ls
not woree than any possible result of
socialistic experiment could be. It In
intolerable that a few men, utterly in-
sensible to their public responsibllities,
should = continue to abuse thelr
power; and If they find they have set in
motion a revolution that will strip them
naked, it may be hoped they will bave
the lelsure and the dispoeition to refisct
that It all came about through their
ewn boundless avarice and thelr own
utter insensibillty to the obligations of
individual and soclal justice. The mo-
népolists of the country are doing more
10 push socialism to the front im our
4lme than =)l theorists could accom-
plish through &l time.

MARRIAGE OR ILLEGITIMACY.

Dr. Arthur W. Wilcox, an English in.
sanity sxpert, discussing the subject In
the Westminster Review, hoids that the
diminishing rate of inesnity reported
for England and Wales In the last ten
years might be made continuous If an
hereditary tendency 1o |psanity was
made a bar to marriage, or at leamt
divorce was allowed where insanity is
contracted after marriage. Dr. Wilcox
commends the example of our states,
Atkansas, ldaho and Florida, where
permanent insanity afier marriage is
made a cause of divorce. In England,
in Europe generally, and in most of our
pintes, & tnarriage cannot! be dissclved
because of Insanity after marriage.
‘Washington and North Dakota should
e added to those cited by Dr. Wilcox.
Dr. Wilcox aisc refers to the blll re-
cently introduced Inic the Colorado
Legisiature providing for & board of
,medical examiners to decide on the fit-
ness for marriage of all applicants for
marriage licensea, and naming certaln
discases &nd defecls In famlily records
as bars to mairimony. In Minnesota
likewise a bill to prevent the marriage
of the unfit has been proposed. This
proposed legisiation Dr. Wilcox com-
mends, since 1t would st legs! prevent
the marriage of persons with a well-
marked history of sctual lnsanity.

While the purpose of this legislation
s sound theoretically, practically it
would doubliess be as ineffective as the
law which forblde In many states the
merriage of whites snd blacks. When
people who are notoriously unfit to
marry insist on entering the married
Stite, they are dangerousiy Hkely when
they cannot live together legally to live
fllegaily. People debarred from mar-

riage as “unfit” in Colorado and Minne-

sota would emigrate

forced i the Onelda community, or
among the Mormons, but not in ordi-

months suffers a relapse and goes back
to the asylum. In the meantime the
convaléecent lunatic has been given an
opportunity to increase the number of
children Uy the family, not a desirable
thing un®r the circumstances.

Dr, Wicox approves the policy of our
states, all of which save ten allow dl-
vorce for habitual drugkennesa The
presoqit Inebriates act of Great Britain
provides for the dstention of convicted
haditual drunkards for not more than
three years In a certified inédbrinte re-
formatory. _Dr. Wileox would make
fuch sgentence to confinement ground for
divorce in case of either husband or
wife.

WHY RECIPROCITY FAILS,

Representative Tawney, of Minnesota,
is‘an able and reputable man. His ex-
cuse for acting with the “lnsurgents™
on the Cuban gquestlon ocannot be et
summarily aside. He says that what
ke and those who acted with him ob-
jeoted to was not the 20 per cent reduc-
tion on Cubsn sugar, but the singling
out of that on® article as the basis of
commerecial reciprocity with one coum-
try, while obstinately shutting the doars
to reciprocity with all other couniries.
What they wanted was to force the
adoption of a general scheme of recl-
procity which would open the markets
of other countries to Northwestern
products, and more especially to compel
the ratification of the reciprocity treat-
les before the SBenate.

Good a man as Tawney s, and trust-
worthy, this explanation must be gome-
thing discountsd as an after-thought.
Some portion of this idea may Indeed
have been In his own mind, but the
excuse ls chiefly valuable as indicating
what Tavwney belleves ia the most per-
| tinent defenee of the losurgent action
before the bar of public oplnlon. As
ouch let usg regard it, and, 8o regarding
it, let us admit at once that it has
considerable force. Is It not & thing to
excite distrust o a falr man, to pro-
pose to attack the iariff by alngling
out a particular Indudtry and a particu-
lar country?

Obsgerve, however, that Mr, Tawney's
ohjection, if It {s valld against Guban
reciprocity, is walld also against the
French treaty and the Argentine treaty,
and the treaty with Jamailca, the treaty
with British Guiaea, the treaty with
Barbadoes, the treaty with Bermuds,
the treaty with the Argentine, the treaty
with Brazill. Why cannot every Indus-
try menaced by thess {reatles protest
to Congress, as they did protest, and
thue defeat, as they did defeat, the
proposed concessions? Why may mnot
other nations, discriminated agaiost by
concessions to the powere named In
these treaties, protest and then retali-
ate?

The slmple truth about this whole
reciprocity business ie that when Con-
greas flles from the strait and narrow
way of tariff reduction to the indireot
and precarious trall of reciprocity treat-
les It forthwith becomes invglved In &
multitude of difficultien Why reciproc-
ity falls is doubtiess because of an la-
distinct but deep consclousness of Ite
Inberent awkwardness and Injustice.
That reclprocity is technically const)-
tutional may be oonceded; yet the
doubts fhat have been expressed con-
ceming the proposition revesl a serious
question of what we might call Its
moral constitutionallty. For example:

The sssertion that no part of the Legisistive
power can be delngated by Cangress (0 any
other department of the Government, execg-
tive or Jedicial, I» an sxiom In ocomstitutional
law, and is universally recoguiszed aa g prin-
oipie essential to the Integrity and mainten.
ance of the system of govermment .ordained by
the Constitution, The Legislative power muat
remiln ln the organ whers it is Jodped by that
insrument. We thiak that the section in
question (reciproeity ssction of McKinley blill)
dosa delegate Leglalutive power to the execu:
tive department, and aiso commits o that de-
periment malters belonging to the treaty-malk-
ing power, In violating pa 2 of the sec-
ond sectien of article Il of the Constitution.

These gre the words of no lese acute
thinkers and able jurieta than Chief
Justice Fuller and Justice L. Q. C. La-
mar, of Misslssippl. Technleally the ut-
terance s negligible. It was a dissent-
ing opinlon, axd the Senate bas recug-
nlzed the privilege of the House to
participate in reciprocity ratifications
Bug the conception at the bottom of the
Fuller and Lamar oplnion, namely, that
tariffs are for direct and regular Con-
pressiomal enactment, 18 lUkely to find
response and approval In the popuiar
mind.

The demand for just and wise tarl®
revigion s not 40 be =atisgfied with rati-
fication of the pending reclprocity treat-
les. It i not just to Great Britaln,
whither most of our foodstuffs go to &
free-trade market, to give preferences
over her to Franoe or Germany. It s
not Just to our knit goods and jewelry
men to sacrifice duties on wares now
imported in competition with them, in
order to buy easier entrance Into for-
elgn markets for steel and machinery
already exporting a surplus and offer-
Ing to forego none of thelr large meas-
ure of protection. It is not fair to buy
more forelgn markets for protected
shoes with free bides. It is not fair to
buy more markets for protected cloth-
ing with free wool. There are thirteen
of thess tresties, deallng with as many
countries and affecting a very great
number of American productions The
proper method of determiping the tarift
on these productions le In the regular
procedure of Congress, and not through
a4 commissioner or a treaty. The pend-
ing treatice are a dishonest and clumsy
subterfuge, offered by the Republican
leaders ar & pretense for escape from
the plaln duty of tariff reform.

INHERENT IN THE SYSTEM.

The Tracy-Merrill incident has sccom-
plished one good thing, namely, it has
brought the attention of the state to
the practical fauits of & prison system
founded upon & plan and admin-
istered as & personal and political privi-
lege. The custody end discipline of
convicts is serious business, perhaps the
most serious when moral responsibill-
ties are constdered, that fally to & state
administragion. It Is related to the wel-
fare of society In many and direct
ways, for & prison may to & very con-
siderable extent be made an agency of

calling for high qualities and perhaps
most of all for sxperience In dealing

the Governor of the state I8 given the
general oversight of the prison, with the
appointment of a superintendent, who
in turn le authorized to appoint his
whole sta®f. In other words, and as
poiitics go, the Penltentiary is the spe-
cial perquisite of the Governor,
and from the beginning of the siate
government untll now it has been ®0
regarded. Ome of Lthe carliest acts of
each new Governor s to make
some close political friend the superin-
tendent of the prison, and with more
or less haste to fill up Ms service with
pereonal dependents and political adher-
euts. In no Instance that we can recall
has there been any thought of chooeing
for the exscutive head of the prison a
man qualified by special experience in-
dependent of polltics for the work to be
done. And If any Governor bad been
8o dispoeed he would not have found the
project practically an easy one, for the
public in general and his political
friends In particular have expected him
to organizs the prison on the basis of
personal privilege, and mesn do not as
A rule find It sasy to be better than
they are expected to be.

Need there be surprise that under this
system our Bitate Priscn, broadly speak-
ing, bas been a fortress of personal poli-
tles, that Its leading posts have been
filled with polftical favorites, brothers-
ig-law and other dependents, that its
administratiorl has been crude and un-
skilitul, that Its discipline has tended to
make it a place of refuge rather than
& terror to evil-doers, that Ils whole
career has been marked by extrava-
gance and relative inefMclency? And it
I8 realiy mo reflection upon, any state
administration that the conditions have
been as here described. Public and po-
litical expectation, as we have sald, has
forced upon wsuccesslve Governers a
weak and essentially personal polley:
no man of them all has been exempt
fromthe demands which the system heg
put upon him, pnor justified in calling
professional skill to prison manage-
 ment. Eystems jong enforced and sup-
ported by .public expectation are
commonly stronger than individaal pur-
pose, The fault s !n the system,
cleariy eso; and our State Prison will
continue to be the football of polltics
with all the eviis implled In that con-
ditlon, untll we shall supersede It with
some better scheme of arganization,

The prison service, from the superin-
tendent down, should be established on
a professional hasis, with appolntments
and promotions fer qualification and
peraonal merit. It will be ridicuious. or
something worse to change the whole
prison force next Winter, when Mr.
Chamberinin shall succeed Mr. Gesr In
the Governor's chalr, and yet this Is
precigely what the system looks to and
what will probably happen. The chaage
will put & burden upon Mr. Chamber-
lain, &= it dld upom Mr. Geer; while
working direct injury to the serviece to
the extent that (t shall supplant ex-
perience with Inexperience, It will In-
volve the new Governor In an embar-
mming deal with small politicians. It
Is high time & system = al faull should
be changed,

—_—

NAVAL POWERS OF THE FUTURE,

The naval mancuvers which have just
terminated off the const of Massachu-
setts heve a special Interesm at this time,
when the most recent book on “The
Future of War,” by Jean de Bloch, de-
clares that the United States and Great
Britaln are sure to be the omnly great
naval powers of the world vander the
changed and rapidly changing condi-
tions of modern warfare. Mr. Bloch
grants that Russia needn vessels for
const defense; perhaps also for cruls-
ers; but he josists that it was folly
to attempt to create a fleet of
battleshipa. Jao eveit of & War
with Germany, If the Russian fleet was
Inferfor to that of Germany, It would
either be captured or shut up in harbor,
and if it was superior to that of Ger-
many, Russian would be no belter off
than France was with her superior
fleet in her war with Germany n 1570-
7l. The French fleet was 8 useless that
the Ironciads were lald up In harbor
and the crewp sent to Parisa. Germany
struck at the heart of France when ahe
etruck at Parls, and the superiority of
the French fleet could not possibly cre-
ate any diverslon of the Germans from
the capital.

When In 18T the pomsibility of a
French expedition to the shores of the
Balile was discussed, Moltke sald he
would welcome such an expedition, be-
cause any diversion of French forces
from the point where the decisive blow
must be dellvered would Increase the
Germap chances of success. The mmsg
reaponing would make it an act of folly
for Germany, In event of war with
Russia, to land an expedition on the
Russian cosst. It would be slashing
at a glant's toes while he was striking
at your heart. Russla therefore, would
have no reason to fear any attack by
s=8. In the Crimean War of 165¢-56 the
English fleet could make no impression
onn the Russinn coast. For Russia to
build battle-ships Mr, Bloch thinks Is
a waste of money that were better em-
ployed upon Improving the army. The
contest between Germany and Russia
would be settied on land. Austria In
1866 defeated the fleet of Italy at Lissa,
but the fate of Austria was decided at
Badowa. But Mr. Bloch polnts out that
there {8 & decisive Alfference between
Russiz and countries )ike England and
the Unilted States, the commercial and
financial capitals of which are ap-
proachable by a Beet.

Great Britaln does not grow food
enough on its own soil to feed its peo-
ple three months, and {f she does not
command the eseas she cannot bring to
her markets the food of the world, The
United States s under no such pressure
as Greal Britain, for we not only rates
our own food, but & vast surplus which
we »ell to Burope, and yet indirectly
we would be compeiled 0 strengthen
our Navy If any great war between
Great Britain and ooe or more of the
Continental powers threatened our vast
trade with Great Briteln with destruc-
tion. Furthermore, on our seacoast
there are a large number of rich cities,
which ard approachable by naval at-
tack. The Talted States next to Great
Britain needs to be a strong naval
power. Rusela Do more needs to be a
great naval power today than she did
when Napoieon moved on Moscow.
France then had no aavy, for it had
been destroyed by Neleon, but even If
France and Russla had both been
strong naval powers, It would not have
affected the result. A Russlan navy

Britaln and Japan together have forty-
scven armor-clads of the first claes,
against forty-four for Russia, France
and Germany. Leaving out the United
States, Greal Britain le today strong
enough to mee; any coalltion. If the
present plan of enlargement §s carried
out, Germany will be the gecond sea
power in the world by 1910, but in face
of Mr. Bloch's argument it s not easy
to understand why the milions em-
ployed to create these battle-ships will
not be wasted,

8o far ap any Continental foe Is con-
cerned, Germany no more nesds a
great navy today than she did o 18886,
when fighting Aurtria, or in 1570-71,
when fighting France, How powerless
in war a great navy may be ls lllus-
trated by the fact that during the Boer
War the only help the navy could afford
was to send a naval battery by rall
from Natal 10 Ladysmith. A great
navy of battle-shipe Is of po value pro-
portionate with lts ocost to Germany.
England destroyed the naval power of
France in 1805 and yet Napoleon with-
out a fleet marched all over Furope, en-
tered Madrid, Bérlin, Vienna and Mos-
cow, and the fallure of the Rumian ex-
podition was not due to the loss of the
French navy.

In other words, unless the commercial
and financial eapital of a great state Is
approachable by the enemy's fleet, the
decisive fight will be a land battle, as
it was between Napoleon and the pbhw-
ern of Europe, as It was between Prus-
gla and Ausiria, as it wae between Ger-
many and France. As Mr. Bloch points
out, countries |ike Great DBritain and
the Tnited States, whose commercial
and financial capitals are approachable
by a fleet, must continue to malatain
thelr rank among the naval powers of
the world.

Benator Platt, of Conaectlcut, In the
current North American Review, ob-
serves Lthat Washington s about the
poorest place in the country to learn
whnt Is the public eentiment. A Wash-
Ington dispateh seys that “uniess re-
ports that come to Washingtoft from all
paris of the country are misleading,
there Is no great popular Interest In
the Cuban guestion and no demand for
Cuban reclprocity.” And then some one,
whose oame is carefully suppressed, is
quoted as saying that there Is no snti-
ment In the couniry calling for Cuban
reciprocity. The New York Journal of
Commerce pertinently Inquires, What
are the platforma adopted by =ix or
elght important Republican states but
expresaiona of the people In favor of
reciprocity with GQuba, and with other
countries also? Of course, there I= no
popualar excltement over the thing; the
pulse of the people is not roused; this
i» not a war question, or & quesiion
of alavery, that there should be great
mass meetings and heated speeches.
The people at home have their business
to loock after, and they choose Sena-
tors and Representatives to look after
esuch & matter as this. Hut only a very
strong public sentiment In favor of Cu-
ban reciprocity will explain the resolu-
tions of several Republican state con-
ventions, especially in Nebraska and
Minnesota and Iowa, where Senators
and Representatives of those states
sought diligently to secure a different
expressjon of opinlon. Last week's ac-
tlen In ldaho s & timely reinforcement
of these resolutions,

Vermont holds 1ts blemnial election
for Governor, Représentatives in Con-
greses and Legisiature on September 2.
Under the constitution of Verment a
majority over all is necessary to an
election. Falling ln thin, the election of
Governor and other state officers s
made by the Legislature. Clement, the
ndependent loenss candidate for Gov-
emnor of Vermont, claims his slection
by a majority over all of at least 1000
volea. He expects to recelve 75 per cent
of the Democratic wote, and from 33 to
76 per cent of the Republican vote, ac-
cording 1o locality, hia largest vote com-
ing from the larger townsa As the small
towns are disproportionately strong In
the Legielature, he does not expect to
carry that body, and If elected will have
to be by the direct vote,

Maline will hoid its election Beptember
§ for candidates for Governor, Repre-
sentatives In Congress Legislature and

locel offices. Malne has not falied to
give a Republican majority for Gover-
nor since 1880, when It elected a green-
backer by a small plurality. Since then
the loweat plurality was given in 1883,
when the Republican candidate for Gov-
ernor had 5872 more vote= than his Dem-
ocratic opponent, and the largest was
glven In 1896, when the Republican can-
dldate for Goveruor-polled 48377 more
votia than his Democratic rival. In
Beptember, 1900, the Republican plural-
ity was 34,132 and Io 1888 the plurality
wian 24,709,

Becretary Wilson is undoubtedly cor-
rect In his doctrine that the big corn
crop l= an Indirect but eertain pro-
mater of chesper beef. Another potent
influence I8 to be the fact that high
prices bave brought into being the larg-
est number of calves ever contained In
the Unlted Siates at one time. No meat
trust can permanently oullify the oper-
ation of thess natural factors. The col-
lapse of the corn cormer proves it

In Iowa they have an “old toper's
law,” under which chronic drunks are
locked up for an indefinite period. It
is msld to e working wonders, Maybe
some courageous member of the Oregon
Legislature will undertake the task of
putting such an act through to passage.
It deserves credit for its unusual hon.
esty In recognizing the responsibiilty of
a class that is too often treated as vic-
tims rathér than offenders

Five years ago an aulomoblle was
looked upon &s a curiosity In the United
Btates. - Last year there were 2000 ma-
chines In New York City alone, and to-
day It le estimated there are not |ess
than 12,000 automoblles In use In the
United Btates, with the prospect that
by the end of 1902 this number wiil be
doubled.

Having been appointed with superior
odds, the defending blue squadron takes
the attacking white squadron into camp
with technical total destruction. For-

elgn powers will please take notice and

New York Evening Post.

In crosa-examination at the hands of
Mr. Guthrie nst Friday, en= of our latret
“young Napoleons of finsnce"” was forced
to confess to something very like a false.
hood and something very lke a fraud
The lawyer asked him geatly, though
somewhat irrelevantly, If be conaldered
such conduct moral. “Yes,' was the re-
ply. “according to the standard of Wall
street mornlily.” Mr. Guthrie protested
that this was far too general a moral
definition, and inslsted that what the
witness really meant was hiy own Wall
titreet morallty,

Into these nice personal distinctions we
tannot enter: but everybody ls Interested
in the question whether there la, In fact,
such a thing as a separate code of moral-
ity for Wall sireet. Pascal sald that legal
standards changed with every three de-
grees of Iatitnde: do our moral standards
here fn Now York vary wihith every three
blocka? JIn passing from Liberty street
to Wall street do we, ns our audacious
young epeculator meimtalped, pazs froam
honor to dishonor, from truth to l¥ing,
without knowing it ourselves or having
anybody remark 1?7 “What do these peo-
ple belleve?” was a question which Arch-
bistop Benson used to ask in bewlider-
ment when he first got to know a certain
form of luxurious society in London, A
#milar wonder, not as régards religious
bellef, but the very foundation of mordls,
has posssssed many minds as recent
stories of plot and counterpiot, scheme
and charter snd consolidaticn, in the
world of hundred-million finance, have
been Iald beforo the public. Are the
marnis of these magniicent manipula-
tars guite topsy-turvy? Is piracy legitl-
mized in Wall street after having been
driven from Tripoll gnd the Spanish Maln?
Is the Siock Exchange subject to the
deacent of privateera?

People who ask these questions are
sometimes told, with a spevere alr, that
there is no place in the world where the
standard of commercial honor ls higher
than In Wall sireet. Milllons change
hands on a verbal agreement. Vast trans-
actlons are effected by tolephone, by ges-
ture; and nn broker could retaln his seat
on the exchange for a day who did mot
live up 1o the obligation of his word as
sfcredly as If it were a sealed bond. But
all this, of course, relates only io the
mackinery of speculatlon—the mnor mor-
ality of Wall street. Without this strin-
Ernt system of external good falth, ope-
rations could not go on for a day., The
dishonest sneculator depends upon it as
completely as the great mass of reputable
broker=. We have to go deeper if we are
to get mn answer to the question, “Haa
Wall street a morality all Its own?™"

It is not & question of methods so much
as of spirit. Dominant temper more than
specific acts must be the touchstone of
any eode of morallty, and of Wall street's,
too. What we want to know Is If there
exlms, heliind the correct exterior and the
scrupulous fulfiliment of obligation, a dis-
potition to decelve, (o hoodwink, to play
madaly for huge stikes, to prey upon the
Innocent and dnwary, to take advantage
of powsr in order to trample upon the
righta of the weak—In short., to produce
finapclal Intrigue after Intrigue of the
sort that has lately been unvelied? They
are within the recognized technique of
Wall atreet. They may be within the let-
ter of the law. RHRut they are, at best.
plous fraude of the kind that Lord Hod-
land had in mind when he sald: *'I per-
cleve the fraud, but not the plety!”

Now we would not for a moment Imply
that the men whoe de business In Wall
street are sinners above all that dwell in
New York. They have simply had to en-
dure, of late, the silgma which comes
from bad assoctates. What the public has
fastened its eye upon is the extraordinary
collection of swindilng promolers and
blackmailers who hover about the Btock
Exchange. They are, we know, only what
may be culled the parasites of great
finance; but they have beon a0 uncom-
monly numerous, In recent weeks, and s
extranrdinarily (nsclemt and annoying,
that plain folk may be excused for think-
ing the whole street Infested by them.
There seems to have been almost an or-
ganized band of conspirators, ready to
make their piratical raids, now In this
sea, mow In that. They proceed, by pref-
erence, not 50 much In the way of rumor
and {asinuation and canard—the old style
of stock-jobhing—as In the us=e of desper-
ate resorta, fraudulent or collusive sulls
at law, and necesmarily cast suspicion and
a malign ahadow over the whole area of
their operations.

We understand perfectly with what In.
dignation and sincerity the leading bank-
ers .and hrokers ropudiate all connection
with this black-horse cavalry of the
financial world, Thelr morality Is not of
that brand. Agreed and yet the question
remains whether, after all, there s not &
kind of tacit eardinal virtoe of Wail street
which accounts for, if it doss not sxcuse,
the unblushing schemers who hang upon
the fianks of legitimate enterprise. Io
not the chief morality of the street to be
successful? Does it not too generally go
over to that "item in the bitter lst’
which Loweil wrote of .to George William
Curtis—

And gold, however got, a title falr

To such respect as only gold can bear.

Take the case of that swaggering
yourg Lochinvar of specnlation who came
out of the West. But a short time ago
he was to the solld men In Wall street as
much a Agure of loathing as of dread. He
was regarded na Httle better than a high-
woyman, in either breeding or methods.
But he beld up ome rich traveler
after another; he heaped up his plunder
by one midnight foray after another, un-
il at iast his weapons became so for-
midable that respectable firms allowed
him to loll estentatiously In their offices,
from which & year ago the porter would
bave kicked him out. And to crown all,
this triumphunt bucoaneer, this succemitul
gambler, ¥ now gravely sought out by
newspapera, and his viewy on business
and the markets. yos, and on educatlon
and the bringing up of children, prihted
by the column. That ia the sort of thing—
the worshlp of sticcess, the brute recognl-
tion of brute money—which Is the worst
product of Wall street, and which gives
too much oeocasion for the bellef that
there 18 a kind of “"Wall street morality"
not to be distinguished from a porvasive
immorality eating Inte our commercial itfe
like & cancer.

aitief etk
Presldent and Genernl Smith.
Army and Navy Journal

A corrrepondent, Mr. Franck Taylor,
writing from Bristol, Tenn.,, Aug. W,
192, says: .

“Will you allow me space In your col-
umns to gay that every man with whom I
have talked, or have written to, agrees
with you in your oplnion regarding the
retirement of Brigadier-General Jacob H.
Bmith. For Instance, an oM resident of
Wisconsin—who marched with Sherman
to the sea—a staunch Republican and =
great admirer of the President, says:
‘Generz] Smith should be a Major-Gener-
al, instead of belng made s scapegoat o
plense n lot of tramp Hesslany, and pro-
fesnionn! humanitarians.” From no good
citizen bave | heard any endursement of
the President's mistake In foreibly re-
tiring this gallant old soldier, evho should
have the respect and sympathy of every
Ameriean with red blood In his veins. It
is useless to deny that the real American
loves a fighting man, and that the mass
of our people view with sflent regret the
President's action In this case there can
be no doubt By ‘the people’ I do not
mean the peliticlans and newapaper edit-
ors, who cave nothing for the weifare of
our Army.”

Pleasant Trips for Stateamen.
Buffalo Courler.

Senators Burton, Mitchell and Foatar
are about to start on what should be an
ggreeable junket. They will visit Hawall
for Inveatigntion of the ex-Queen’s claims
to crown lands and examination of eondi-

by an intelligent committes would
be regarded by the public as far more im-
ﬂtmmmumu-m-

Harper's Weekiy stmmarizes the re-
sults of en interesting investigation of
the Masgachusetts Bureau of Libor lato
the cost of lving In Masrachusetts to-
day compared with the cost In 187 and
in 1572, The bureau selected at random
153 famlilles of workingmen and secured
from them their budgets for the year,
Theee were compared with the budgets
of families of about the same class gath-
ered by the burean five years ago and
in 152 The comparison shows that in
Massachusetts the cost of |lving s lower
&aa 2 years ago, but higher than In

The station of the families Is whown
by the rent pald For the 131 Investl-
gited the average rent was 58 a year.
Thelr food cost them 11 per cent more
than In 187 but 20 per cent lcés than in
1572, They speat 18 per cent more for
dry goods and shoes tnan in 187 and 41
per cent less than !n 152 Rent had In-
eresscd 3 per cent in the last five years,
but was still only 02 per cent greatler than
0 years ago. Their fuel was 10 per cent
more expensive than In 187, but It cost
Il per cent leas than In 1872

It may be doubted whether the decreuse
In the cost of living in Lthe last 2 years,
indicated by the buresu's figures Is so
Ereat =8 It seems. The summary glven
in Harper's Weekly falls to taks into ac.
count the fact that In IF2 the country
was not yet on a gold basis, and conse
quently prices—measured In greenbicks—
were abnormally high. The lssue of the
paper currency in 18682 sent prices soaring
and things were not back at'thelr nor-
mal Jevel unti]l the resumption of specle
payments in I§9. In July. 1%, when a
paper dollar was worth less than ) cents
the average price of a large numbsr of
commaoditles reported by the Monetary
Commisesion of 188 was about two and a
half times as jarge as In 18680, "In 1872
the greenback dollar was worth between
M and 9 cents. Prices were consequenti)
atill infinted. A report on the eost of com-
modities for that year takes that no ac-
count of the Inflation Is unsatisfictory
With allowances made for abnormal con-
ditlons, It appears that the cost of living
In Maasachusetta ls sompewhat lesa than
In 1872, but not so much less as the Ng-
ures seem o Indlcate,

The comparison of conditionz now with
those flve years ago is more sitlsfactory
Evidently uniess a man's wages have in-
creased by more than 10 per cent he Is not
80 well off aa ke was In 197—at least In
cases where his living expenses about
equal hiz Income. It Is  possible. of
course, that part of the fimilles pay
more than formerly for their living, be.
cause thelr mode of life is hetter then
before. The lncreased rental pald, for
Inatance, indlcates that they”live In more
comfortable houses than familles of the
same clasa pccupled flve vears ago. But
In general the burezu thinks that the
economic condition of the average family
has not Improved mince 1897,

Boclally, however, the burean belleves a
declded galu 1s to be noticed, though for
its da%p 1t goesa back 20 years, In 1872
a majority of the familles investigated
depended In part upon support from oth.
er members than the hewd. From a
quarter to a third of the Income was
from the labor of children. Now only
man elghth comes from this source. Ia
1572 children under 15 furniahed from an
elghth to a sixth of the Income. Now no
chlidren of this age are found contribut-
ing to the family’s support. But at the
same time the amount of Income con-
tributed by the wife has Increased from
less than 1 per cent to more than 3 per
cent. A larger percentage of familles, the
bureau finds, have an income exceeding
their expenditures now than in 1872

In some respecta Massachusetis |s bet-
ter off than the country as A whole. The
census figures show that the percentags
of women and children working for
wages throughout the United Btates has
increased more rapidly.ln the las! decade
than the percentage of men employed.
The census shows, Yoo, that at the same
time the average wage was slightly de-
creased. The disappointing thing about
these statistics Is not that they show
that Ameérican workmen are not getting
enough to live on. Unguestionably they
are. But the figures fail to Indicate the
increased ahare of workmen in the prod-
uct of their Industry which the country
had hoped to see At the same time It
must be remembersd that the avernge
home s much more comfortable today
than formerly. Good coplea of fine ple-
tures are within the reach of everybody
Maogagines are cheap and plentiful, and
musical Instruments are common. Flg-
ures do not show the whole history of
a people, and life in Americe is much
richer In every way than It was & gen.
eration ago.

FERSONS WORTH KNOWING ABOUT.

Thres natives of Norway have heen elected
Governoys of South Dakots., Charles N. Her-
r¢ld, the present Executive, Belng the third of
bis Ilae

It Is sald that more Bables have beens named
aftey President Roosevelt than after any other
Exscutive of the Natlon save Washington and
Jeftersan.

Mr:. Hannah Sutherland, of Malden, Mass
refused to return FI0 in change given her by
mistake by the conductor of a strest-car, and
has been sentemesd (o & year's lmprisonment
In the House of Correction.

The only wound ever mustalned by Lord
Kitchener during his Ioog term of military
service was vecelved s the Foudan, where a
bullet from an Armab's gun struck him in the
cheelk. The buyllet, after remalning In the
flesh for some time, fell Into his piate at &
London restaurant

The centennlal anniversary of Loals Koe-
suth's birth wili bs celebrated In Hungary on
December 1T pext. The municipality of Buda-
FPesth Is making preparations for a sclemn
celebration, incloding & procession W Kos.
suth's grave, whars the foundation-stone aof a
mauscleun will be lald

James A. Bouly, sn American ecitizen so-
journing In Brazil, has made a discovery which
is & reveiation to the Brasilians regarding the
resources of thelr own forests. He bas found
& tres called bBalata, growing near Para and
for thousandas of miles alemg the Amasen
River, the juice of which promisea to rival
rubber In the world's markets

At his own request Rev. E T. Banford,
pastor of Calvary Baptist Church at Haeken-
ok, N. J. was placed in & jall cell. where
his photograph was. taken. He proposes o
use the picture as an llustration for & tem-
perance leclura he In about to deliver. Mr
Sanford recently was photographed In & -
Ison, standing st the bar. e was also pho-
tographed In the Hackensack courtroom, stand.
ing st the bar before Judge Zabrinkie.

Ex-Governor “"Bob™ Taylor, of Tennensas,
knowa far and wide as “the Addling Gover-
nor,” is & candidate for Mr. Bate's seat In
the United States Benate. He proposes to
move his residence from Knoxville to Nash-
villee It i» sald that he Deileves this changs
will furtber his Senatorisi ambitiens. His

¥, however, is based on the suppoaltion
that Senater Bata doss not desire a re-sler-
tion. &hould the latter enter the fleld M-
Taylor will withdraw,

Jean ds Reszke receives the highest salary
paid to & male singer Hix contrect for 6
appearances diring his last American tour
amounted to §30,000. an aversge of $2WN for
every time he appearsd on the platform. Mme
Pattl, however, ean claim even a better ree-
ord. For singing at Covent Oarden in 1570
on 16 nights she recelved HZ 000, an average
of P00 for each sppearance But the fa-
mous prima donna beat this record while on
her American tour, for while in New Orleans
in the ‘80's she peceived as high as §ON0 pec
night.

The Happler Life.
5 W. Giltan, in Los Angeles Hersld,
Forget the ache your own heart holds
By easing others’ pain;
Forget your hungering for wealth
By setking others” galn;
And make your [fe much briefer seem
By brightening the yrars—
Far tears dry quicker in the eyes
That ook for others’ tears.

H he fades quick from the heart
That feols another's pain:

The greed for wesith dies sooner If
Wa seek another's gals:

Lifa's sanda run lightly if we all
With kindness ail the years—

NOTE AND COMMENT.

Senator Frys, aetat LXXI, will mary.
Rrequiezcat In pace.

Since the attacking squadron coulda't
sboot, of course it had to surrender.

Portland !s able to support s can fac-
tory, for “ecan't™ ls mot in its vocabu-
lary.

If we had back the money we spent on
our vacations we would use it some othsp
way.

If lmprovement of Seventh strect has
been walling for a water main how lucky
we are!

The Tmacy and Merrill
worth ail it cost.
tentiary
| Would not the city
| without the clreus
| fore the clreus?
| After this strenuous quest for a
| site we ahall need a good long rest
| s apother reason for hurry

outbreik was
I opened up the pend-

ook just as well
as  be-

poslers now,

fair
Thia

If New England was In such danger ln ,
| & sham battie, perhaps Its panle duoring
| the Spanish war had cause after ail

‘ Morgan refuses to give tips. He ridss
in his own car. If we didn't have to ride
in Pullman's mayte we'd be rich, too.

Pope lLeo disobeyed the orders of his
physicians snd felt better for it His
bealth has not been =0 good for 10 years,

Peaple don't like the occupation tax
Netther do they like any other tax. To
tax and to pleass was not given to man.

Taft has advised the Fllipinos to quit
politics and work, but they are more ¢iv-
ilized than he gave them credit for be-

Ing.

If the courts cannot decide who was
the last to move, Mr. Falr or Mrs. Falr,
they ‘at least know who had the last
word.

It may not some
doctars to pay but
if patients did notl pay debts—well, that's
another story.

be professional for

the occupati tax

Miles will not say what he !s golng to
do In the Phllipplones, but when he geta
back you may be sure he will tell why
he didn’t do L

Hanna s trying his level best to get In

with the inbbr unions. EBlnce the moun-
tain will not come to Mabhomet, Mahomet
goes to the mountain,
Uribe-Uribe may think he's
pretty many. but he's not even twins, any
more than was Chief Pio-pic-mox-mex,
the friend of Dir. Whitman at Lapwal,

Colone! Watterson sars
ba Governor of Kentucky
top old to turn rascal Of course,
tucky doesn’'t understind o
that.

Genernl

he would pot
he Is
Ken-
ko

e e

mani

It used to be Imperisllsm with Mlles,
to hold thé¢ Philippines., but
ennde of his military serv
short, he must nesds go =
cure his iteh for renown right gquiek

Eince the
Ining

ewhere to

After ull, It Inu-i'd_!u'k-- a greit
of trouble to get a fAreboat, and the «
could much easler go up In smoke.
wides, the city Is in no more appreciable
danger than before the last fire.

| 0

Had John Paul Jones commanded one
of the squadrons In the naval maneuvers,
he would have taken the business ir -
ost anid blaged awsy, just as the elder
Booth dld—vwho, when playing Richard
the Third, atticked his adveraary in such
furious earnest that nobody but an ex-
pert swordsman dared to play with him,

It remains, however, In spite of all ex-
planations, that officers and guards at
the penltentiary often get appolntmentas
through polltical pull-more often than
selection of them !5 made on the scors of
sctual fitness. And that way of dolng
busainesa will not end with the present
Governor, elther,

It's just about as well now to l=t up on
“Hell-Roaring Jake Smith,”™ for the fact
remains that the whole American people,
with the exception of the milksops, sis-
sles and cotqueans, think as well of him
as his personal friends and nelghborn do,
who turned out by thousands to wel-
eome his to his home. The savages of
the Philippines owe more to courts-mar-
tial for thelr sporadic successes than to
their own prowess.

Before Bryan was renominated In the
year 1900, General Miles had some thought
’ and hope that he himself might be mude
the Democratle candidate for the Presi.
dency that year. Last tima
Miles was in Portland he was arguing
that we ought not to keep the Phillp-
pines. This policy, he seems to Imagine,
ought to commend him to the Democrats,
He pow goes to the Philippines, no doubt
expecting to come back loaded with
“geuttle’ for the demands of 1804

| General

=rhe old man elogquent’ or, rather,
“that old man eloquent,” s a Miltonlc
phrase. It was & characterization by
Milton of Jsocrates, a Greek orator of the
fourth century,.- B. €. The place of
Isncrates In lteraturs l= unique. He In-
troduced the style of rhythmic and bal.
anced perfods, iIn which he was folioged
by Demosthenes. Cicero also, whose style
is exceadingly ke thit of Isocrates, espe-
clally, used him for a model. Through
these twn orators Isocrates haa molded
all the prose of the modera world,

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAFHERS

Breakfnst-Table Chat —Alles (finding a roll
of Bills under her plate)—You weres out swfully
Inte, Arthur. Is thh consclepce money T Ar-
thur (timidly, from behind his aswipaperi—
No, my dear; hush money!—Puck.

MMinister (1o ome of his members, a veder-
shis old gardendr’—You have reached a greag
age, Jokn. Joho—'Deed ba'e [, wir, for gla [
leeve till the Hth o' next month, I'Tl Se an
octageranigm. —Glasgow Evening Times

Practical. —""And you s2ill Insist that your
fiying machine l» & practicn]l commercial quan-
tity ™ 1 da"" answers] the lusinesaiik= in-
ventor., 12 you don't belleve It 1 can show
you the gata receipts.”—Washingtion Siar.

Such Is Life.—The Old Man—Yoeung man,
when you take my daughter, I trust you with
the dearest treasure of my life. No; [ couldn’t
jend you my sute for = lHitle spin. 1 valus
it too highly to risk it la strange Eands —
Harper's Bazar

Temptation Too Great —" What's the chargs
agninsr this woman, oficer™" askel The Po-
lce Magistrate “Insuiting mn officer. YTour
Honor,” replied pollteman Naoo 88 “Shae
want=? to know If I had been marksd down
from $1."—Chicago Dally News

Thoroughhred Sport.—Bllzzer—1 just boan)
that Bilgewater jumped out of his yacht yes-
terdny and was drowned. Buszer—Shocking!
Did ka de It with sulchial Intent? Bilizaer—
Oh, no: he was raciag, and 4 it to lighten
his boa: and therehy win the mce —Chicage
Journal.

They had s dispute, and agreed to leavs it
to the military expert. ““What bullet,” they
asked, “do you comalder the demdllest™ For
several minutes he remained in & brown study.
Thea he looked up with the alr of one who
bad settied the matter Anally and definitely.
“The one that blia" be sald —Tit-Bits,




