-

= @he Oregonian. ‘

THE MORNING OREGONIAN, MONDAY, AUGUST 25 16802 .

. __p e

Botered at the Posiotice at Portland, Oregon,
& svcond-cluss mutter,
REVISED SUBSCRIPTION RATESL
Mall (postage prepaid, in Advance)—

i . PAr weuk, dejivered, Bundsy excepted
BDuily, por week, gesirered, Sundass ined
POBTAGE RATES.

United States, Canads and Mexloo!

vengprane o, ]

e

Forelgn rates doudile.

News or discusgion intonded for publication
"ln The Oregonian shouid b oddressed Invaria-
by “Bldltor The Oregonlun,” 7ot tw the name

Letters relsting o adver-

"The Oregonlan.”™
Easterd Dusincss Officos, 43, &5, 45, 47, 45 49
Wribune builiing, New York (‘1:::; 510-11-13
bune bullillng, Chicago; th Beckwith
Wperinl Agency, Eastern represcnlaiive
For sale In £on Fransisco by L. E Lee, ¥ai-

‘Sce Hotel news sisnd; Goldsmith Hros., L
Butter strect; ¥ W, IMts, 1008 Markel street;
3. X. Coujer Cu, T40 Slarket street. mear the
Palace Hotel: Foster & Owvear, Ferty ne:'n
stand; Frank Scott, S0 Bills srect and N.
Whentler, 813 Missicn siroet. =
For sale tn Los Angeles by B T Gardeoer,
'!50 South Spring sirest, and Olives & Halnd,
$06 South Epring strest
For sale in Kansas Clit
z h
iongo by the P
1T Deasborn strect, and Charies MacDonald,
B Wasditngton street .
For séle jo Omaha hy Harkalow Broa, iﬁ-%
Warmam strees: Megeath Statismery Co., 158
atrest 2
Balt Lake by the Salt Lake Neww
=t Seednd Sowth
For salo in Minne
“WCo., 34 Third sirest Houll
For sale io Weshicgwa, D.
House pews sand
For sals iz Denver, Colo., YW Humiltos &
iXKendrick, WS-G12 Seveniesnth street; Louthan
W Jackson Dok & Sadonery Co,, 15ih aad
Lawrence streets; A Berles, Sixiventh st
"Curtis streets

C., by the Ebboll

r

TODAY'S WEATHER — Fuin Northerly
‘wrinds
YESTERDAY'S W
tperature, I3 @:2.. min
deg ; no precipilation

TATHER—Maximom e
fgpam  temperaturs, Pl

PORTLAND, MOSDAY, AUG. 25, 102,

NOOSEVELT IN DANGER.

It is not gy all reassuring that Presi-
ldent Roosevels's New Eagland speeches,
‘while comprehensive to the polot of dis-
curslveness, so fur contain pot the
slightest reference to teriff revision,
“Phis cennol, of course, be Inadvertent
Jte deliberation is clenrly shown ia the
rigor with which his references to reet-
procity are confined to the tople of
Cuba. For him to persist in ignoriag
the principal question in the popular
mind will be unsstisfactory and may
be Gang=rous Tariff revislon $» the one
positive undertaking which enlightened
‘public opinion requires of the Republl-
pcan party tofay. It is, mureover, the
sone achievement which In Its default
will tempt the independent voter who
elected Cleveland in 1854 end 1582 and
McKinley in 1856 and 1800 to vole for a
Democrat In 184,

It is not to be supposed that President
Roosevelt glther undersiands or enjoys
the tariff gquestion. Its dry and technl-
wonl detalls, s very prosaic obscurity,
«do pot appes] to his imaginaticn or stir
fhis blood Such utternnces as he has
'made on the subject are perfunctory
and discover muddy thinking, They
wre chiefly embodied I his first message
“to Congress. At that time he enuncl-
=ted as the cardipa! principle of protec-
wtion that “duties must never be reduced
Delow the point that will cover the dif-
Terence between the laber cost here and
sbroad,"” and added: “Subject to this
proviso of the proper protection neces-
wary to our well-belng at home, the prin-
<ipie of reciprocity must commeand our
Bearty support. The phenomenal growth
of our export trade emphasizes the ur-
gency of the need for wider markets
end for a liberal policy in dealing with
Torelgn nations To secure these
markets we must utilize existing duties
in any case where they are no longer
meeded for the purpose of protection,”
ete.

It 18 perfectly obvious that these Tn
tences contaln no original contribution
%o the suhbject, oniess it be the irrele-
wvant theory about “labor cont,” and also
that the propositions lald down are
valueless 1f not positively Indefensible
Growth of export trade does not show
Teasom for & change in order to met for-
elgn markets, for if it showed snything
4t would show that we wers dolng quite
well as it was. And the iden that tariff
concesaions abroad are 10 be secured by
leoncessions thit Involve oo sacrifice on
'our part i absolutely insupportable.
{Producte that do mot compete with our
-home Industries are already on the free
ilist or a purely revenue besis, for the
lglmple reégson that no suppliant has
ever appeared before our tariff-makers
with a plea for protection on something
‘hé does mot produce. Nor are forelgn
!nnlicu to be burgalned with on the
bosis of concessions that cost us nothing
to give. Nothing that Involves no sucri-
fice for us 18 of any value to them. The
reciprocity treaties have been defeated
by the cpposition of those industries
'that were mensced by the proposed re-
ductions on competitive products Yet
to this fundamenta! fallacy of recl-
procity has the President been commit-
ted. He embraced It specifically in his
first message 1o Congress, in which he
said:

Our expertence i the past has shown that
sweeping revisions of the tariff are ot to pro-
duce canflitions approaching penic iz the busi.
mess woeld TYet it s not ouly posnbis, but
sminently desirable, to combine with the sta-
bilfty of cur econumic Eyeles & supplementary
syvtem of resiprocal bemafit mnd  obilgation
with otber nations. BSuch reciprocity is an in-
cident and result of the firme estoblislinent and
Proservation of our present ecotiomic policy. It
was sspecizlly provided for ta our prosent tartl®
lawe Heciprocity must be treated as the
Pacdmatden of protection. Our first duty is 0
see that protectionm granted by the tariff In
wvery cuse where it Is necded s malztained and
that meeiprocity be sought 80 far as it can
salkly be Gone without Imjury to cur hume
Andustries,

It will be necessary for the President
and his advisers to dismiss at onece and
for all ths !dea that tariff revislon is
20 be sccomplished through the medium
of reciprocity treaties. It is dishonest,
unecientific, false in theory, pemiclous
fn practice. Even if it were not all
this, experience should have taught us
by this time that 1t ls Impossibie of
reslization. The pending treaties can't
be ratified. It = five years since the
Dingley law authorized them. It is
three yvears since they were signed by
Kassorn and pressed upon Congress by
President McKinley, Their theory is the
velief of certeln selectied exporters of
surpluses at the expense of certain se-
lected producers of competilive artl-
cles They ore excluded even by the
limitation on “things we do not proe
duos?’ The only way to reform the

porations or rapacious producers, but
the rellef of the comsumer and the
Treasury's need of revenue,

The gemand for tariff revision is the
most pressing demand upon the Unlted
States Government It canoot be Jug-
gled by Congress or evaded by the Pres-
fdent without Invitation to disaster.
Thess things will be better understood
by the time Congress mests in De-
cember. Then, it is reasonubly certsin,
the discussion of the Congreasional cam-
palign will have demonstrated the tem-
per of the people in terms too plaln to
be misunderstood

OREGOX IS GOING FORWARD.

‘These can be no doub! that the in-
dustrial awakening of Oregon, = long
hoped for and s0 Jong delayed, is &t
last coming about. It i» manifest In &
thousand circumstances whose meaning
cannot be misinterpreted. In the first
place, the country ls extremely prosper-
ous. very local industry, new and old,
is pn a profit-ylelding basis, and for the
first time In the history of the couniry
there s a definlte and more or lese
active market for Western Oregon farm
property. ‘This is due In part 1o the de-
velopment of new Indumries ilks dalry-
Ing and bopgrowing, and in very |arge
measure t0 the fact that there are oo
longer wide areas of Government
land which may be had by the new-
comer for the taking. Setilerm, who sre
coming in larger numbers than ever be-
fore, no longer expect to find free lands,
and Western Oregon, so long passed by
28 & seltled country, la mot now neg-
lected for the newer districts There is
oot & county from Partland south to the
sthte line which is not feeling the im-
pulse of new blood and new capliel, and
wlere land values jong reckoned on &
nomina] basis are not{ becoming active
and svallabls.

New Industries in ways both large and
small are rapldly changing both the
industrial and soclal character of the
country. Wheat for export. which untll
just now has been the malnstay of the
country, s becoming a “back pumber,”
for the jand can now be put fo
more profitable uses; and 1t is found
under the stock-keeplng practice that
wheat 4 the bin can be used more
profitably as a stock feed than sold to
the exporter. This change alone | cal-
culeted to work a revolution in the Wil-
lamette Valley; and, in fact, it ls al-
ready doing it. It is tending to break
up the great grain farms and to give
new value to the foothill and other pas-
ture lands. While making room for
newcomers on the old and too-large
farme, it I¢ at the same time making
the original cccuplers of the country
more prosperous on smaller tracts.

In the forest districte there s an
activity such as the country néver saw
before. Export mills have been put in
wherever there {9 a supply of timber In
the Lower Columbla and Coast re-
glons, and they are rapldly penetrating
into the long-isolated regions of the
Cascade Mountalos Mining, too, e
contributing largely to the activities of
the country. In Southemn Oregon, par-
ticularly in Josephine County, It {» tear-
ing down mountaln sides and tunneling
into the sarth, employing a welght of
capital five times greater than ever be-
fore, and ylelding returns which appear
to be satisfactory to the operstors. Ip
Eastern Oregon mining bas grown into
an industry .of enormous proportions,
bringing in & steady stream of new pop-
ulation and serving to stimulate every
other interest. At Medford and Grant's
Pass at many points In the Willamatte
Valley, at Hood River and In the whole
reglon of Northeastern Oregon, fruit-
growing, with especial emphasis upon
the apple, la taking on a volume and
&n importance hardly to be appreciated
by those who he'~ given no heed tq its
development., These are the newer
forms of activityy in the country, and
their development goes to supplement
sand increase rather than supersede the
older types of our domestic industry.
With the exception of wheatgrowing in
the Willamette Valley, which s being
replaced by more profitable uses of the
Iand, no old form of production has de-
clined; In fact, every old indus-
try is made mdre profitable by the
larger and more active market which
the newer operations have created. And
the loss in wheat production in the
Willemette Is more than compensated
directly by the brosdening of the wheat
area in Sherman and Umatilla Coun-
ties and other districts east of the moun-
tains,

This development of the east-of-the-
mountaing country is worth special no-
tiee, for it Is no small factor n the gen-
erally advaneing condition of Oregon at
this time. In Sherman County, a re-
glon which only a lttle while back was
& sheep pasture, there has grown up a
great farming Industry, this county
alone ylelding about one-sixth of the
whols wheat product of the state. And
o 0 the south as far as Prineviile, and
even beyond, settiers are coming In to
occupy the old ranges and to add thelr
industry to the productive and vital
force of the state. And In the remote
Harney country, far away from any
rallroad and beyond the ltne where it
has ever been supposed immigration
would go for & century, the settler's
cabm is doiting over the productive
spaces and encroaching upon the wastes
hitherto glven over 10 the wide-reach-
ing range stock Industry.

Large capital is quick to heed move-
ments lke these and 1o give its ald
where returns may be had. Already it
is busy with colossal schemes of lrri-
gation throughout Eastern Oregon: and
it is only a matter of & ttle time when
the sage plains of Buker, Malheur and
Crook Counties will cease to be deserts,
to share with the naturally more-fa-
vored districts the advantages of pop-
ulation and the profits of production.
Bastern Oregin, & land of incalculable
potentialities, has long been retarded
by Isolation snd the problems of lirri-
gation, but its day is coming on rapidly,
snd the time l» soon 10 come when It
will be the most productive district of
the state, -

Capital in the hands of the railroad-
builder fe active as never before The
line of the Columbia Southern, which
has so promoted the development of
Sherman County, is about 1o bs extend-
ed into Crock and the region of the
Upper Deschutes, and another branch is
planned to counect its southern termi-
nus with The Dalles below the obstrue-
tiops to pavigation. s A Hitle line of
road s being actively pushed into the
Nehalem country, from Columbla City,

River; and local movements in active
progress look to extending electric lines
Into Washington County on the west
and the remoter parts of Clackamas
County at the east,

And what is scarcely less gratifying
than these developments Is the fact that
they rest very largely upon Portland
enterprise, Portiand capital and Port-
land'e fxith in the country. We have
reached, it appears, a point where we do
not have to Jook for everything from
without, where we are able—to borrow
& fine phrase—to fly with our own
wings. Forelgn caplial comes to us
naturally, but it je chiefly upon our own
nitiative that the movements above
noted are belng put In motion. The
general awakening 10 which we have al-
luded bhappily Includes home caplial
and hotne energy as well as other manl-
festatlons of progressive spirit.

LA FOLLETTE AND SPOONER.

It 1s easy to make too much of the
differences beiween Senator Spooner
and Govemnor La Follette In Wisconsin.
A large section of the press of that
state was engaged for many months in
an attempt to dlseredit the Governor, In
the hope of preventing his renomination
and getting rid of the primary election
agitation, of which he was the chief
apostle. The machine thet controlled
the politics of the state for more than a
generation, mve for a ehort tefm of
Democratic ascendency, organized its
forces after the plan of Tammany,
bought important newspapers and put
agitators i the fleld agalnst the Gov-
ernor and his hateful eléctlon reform.
A bitter fight was waged. and every
possible advantage was takenm of cir-
cumsiances that might weaken La Fol-
lette's pupport. It was found possibic,
among other things to create a wide
Impression that La Follette was hostlle
to Spooner. Both men have been =0 sit-
uated that they could not, without some
sacrifice of dignity, deny the relations
that unecrupulous politicians had im-
puted to them, because there was a
little truth In the allegations. Now that
the success of hoth men seems Inevitn-
ble and the meddiesome politiciane can
make nothing from magnifying further
the sllght inharmony between them, the
news {s sent abroad that peace hus been
esmtablished, but at the expense of the
Governor. The truth doubtless !s that
it was at the expense of nobody but the
scheming breeders of politieal trouble.

The soul of the opposition to Governor
La Follette Is In the old machine man-
agers, who wish to perpetusts the con-
trol that was established by the late
Senator Sawyer meny years ago. Re-
form in the method of nominating men
for public office they do mot want, and
they will go 1o any extremity (o pre-
vent It. Mr, La Follette started the agl-
tation for reform, carrlied the movement
twice [nto the very jaws of siate Re-
publican conventions and was defeated,
but the third time he was succemsful.
He was nominated for Governor, and
the siate platform declared unequivo-
cally for primary nomination of candi-
dates for public office. A Republican
Legialature elected on that platform
was 50 manipulated by the old bosses
that it failed miserably to perform (te
pledges  After haggling over the ques-
tlon through the session, it passed a
bill so artfully designed to bring real
primary *reform into disrepute and so
paipably ocut of sympathy with the
platform pledge that the Governor ve-
toed it In & message that gave the old
guard of politiclans much discomfort.
Then they set about confusing lesues so
that the reform ‘movement and the
couragecus Governor could both be lald
on the shelf. In this they fatled, The
Governor was renominated overwhelm-
ingly and primsry election reform ls
again & tenet of the party.

People of Wisconsin are for both
Spooner and La Follette, It {= the self-
soeking machine politiclans whl create
the appearance of discord betwesn
them, In the bope that the Governor
may be robbed of the strength to carry
Into effect his plan for primary reform.
That means the death of the machine,
and it f» making a desperats fight for
ita poor life, Senator Spooner is not &
politician. He was elected at a time
when primary reform was not sn issue
before the people, and he has not gone
out of bis way elther to Indorse or to
condemn the issue in specific terms. In
general terma he has expressed sympa-
thy with it. The Federal Influence was
exeried to prevent passge of the bill
that would have carried out the pledge
of the Wisconsin Republican platform,
but it i» not belleved that Senator
Spooner was responsible for that FPres-
ident McKinley was not much Inclined
to jend ald to political reforma, partice-
ularly where they esavored of innova-
tion, and then the other Senator from
Wisconsin, Quarles, is entirely in the
control of the machine. The fact of the
matter s that the differences between
Benator Spooner and Governor La Fol-
Jetta are insignificant, but that the poli-
ticlans have spought In every manner
possible to Introduce discord and aggra-
vate and magnify widing friction tn or-
der that they might retaln thelr nefari-
ous occupation of thwarting the will of
the people. It s pretty clear that the
people will not be thus thwarted, and
the success of both Governor La Fol-
lstte and SBenator Spooner in Wisconsin
will greatly advance the cause of de-
cent government.

CUBA'S TARIFF BILL.

Revelpt of the new Cuban tariff bill
at Washington serves to emphasize the
impression of the lamentable character
of this contemplated move on the part
of the Island government. The Aduties
are even higher than was originally
fenrsd. Accompanying the copy of the
bill transmitted by him, Mintster Squi-
ers gends a report explaining that the
increases in the duties now prevalling
wjil ron all the way from 25 per cent

332 per cent. For Instance, the duty
on coal goes up 5 cents per 1000 pounds;
pine lumber must pay 4 per cent more
than formerly; poultry, 100 per cent;
fresh beef, B0 per cent; lard, cheese and
condensed milk, 100 per cept; fresh mut-
ton and pork, 50 per cent; salt pork, 100
per cent; bacon and ham, &0 per cent;
butter, 70 per cent; codfish, 100 per cent;
soap, 160 per cent—note the legislative
discouragement of cleaniiness; corn, 353
per cent; hats, 100 per cent, and other
articles in varying proportion.

High tariffs are not an unmixed
blessing to the levylng country, as we
are finding out in the bitter school of

| BVEr,

In the ten months ending in April last
Cuba bought from us §770.000 worth of
corn. Cuba raises the tax on com 333
per cent. And eo it goes all along the
line. It is true, however, that if Cuba
does not take our wheat and corn, some-
body else will—e solace which is of ob-
viously limited bearfmg. What s cer-
tain is that dear food will not be a more
popular achievement in Cuba than In
Germany today, or in Engiand years
EED.

One of the most depressing of the new
developments in the new Cuban tariff
situation is the announcement that
these high rates are enscted for the ex-
press purpose of providing a foundation
for a reciprocity treaty. They are to
be put high so as to form the basis of
a sharp bargain with the United Statex
It s n pitiful plece of charlatanry,
though a simlilar course for this coun-
try was advocated only a few months
ago by no less pretentious & statesman
than Benator Allison. How such de-
vices work out In practice is seen In the
history of the Dingley law. The rales
were put high, to afford a basis for the
reciprocity sections’ provisions for free
trade and lower dutles through Presi-
deitlal proclamation and through
treaty., But there they are, high as
The infant Industrics got the high
rates and wow as giants they defent
lawa to carry out the contamplated re-
ductiona Congress will have to enact
lower duties. The reciprocity apparatus
is Ineffective as it is roondabout. Indi-
rect methods are as bungling In prac-
tice as they are (iscreditable in theory.

A pecullar feature of the new jssue
of $31,000,000 Oregon Short Lines bonds
is that they will carry a possible equity
in the earnings of the Northern Pacific
and Great Northern Rallroads. They
are secured by $31,000,000 of North-
ern  Securities sock, which is now
peying 4 per cent dividends. The bonds
alsn bear 4 per cent luterest, Any de-
fault on the bonds would turn the stock
tao the Short Line bundholders, and that
stock is based on assets represented by
Northern Pacific and Great Northern
sharea And if thoge properties should
strike o otreak of adversity and fall to
pay Northern Securities dividends, there
would be immediate trouble for the
Bhort Line. The prosperity of the Bur-
Ington aijso béars upon tha earning
power of Northermm Securitiss stock, for
If the two Northern lines should have
1o go into thelr pockets to make good
the guaranty on §$220,000,000 of Burling-
ton bonds, It would reduce thelr ablilty
to make Northern Securities profitable.
This interiacing of rallroad interests (s
growing extensive and confusing, and
what fat pieking it will make for the
Inwyers when the time shall come for
combing them all out agaln!

China and Mexico are oot slons in
exhibits of the evll of fluctuating cur-
rency, for Manila Iteelf offers a strik-
ing refutation of the Senate’'s theory of
perpetuating the silver basis there. An
American business man who has just
returned from that city gives an fllus-
tration of the way the thing works,
American dollare are worth at present
g trade 32 40, but if one wishes to buy
American currency with Mexican, he
must pay the bank $2 456 or $2 §0. Be-
sidea this the commission which repre-
sents the United States has determined
that the price of American money should
be 32 27 o Mexican, The commission
changes Its wvaluation from tlme to
time, but It cannot change as often as
the price of ellver changesa An Amer-
lcan merchant in Manila sells a bill of
goods for §1000 American. When the
goods are dellvered the duyer pays
$2270, because that 18 the officlal valua-
tion of §1090 dn gold. But when the mer-
chant qries to tumm his $2370 back into
United States money the banks charge
him §2 40 Mexican per American dollar,
or more, and the merchants lose §130 or
over on this transaction in exchange.

—_——,——,

Not discouraged by the lamentadle
fallures of prune trusts, hop trusts ete.,
some farmerp have recently. organized a
co-operallve company, with $50,000,000
capital, In Scuth Dakota; whereupon
the Minor Optic Is moved to call atten-
tion to the time—in 1553—"when the
farmers llving along the Northern Pa-
cifie, from Fargo to Bismarck, orgun-
Ized an elevator company, and the out-
come. After a few months of trial the
farmers were giad to tum over their
filat houses and elevators to & company
which knew how to handle the graln.
Whenever a farmer thinks he can run
an elevator business against millions
of capltal the best course for kim to
pursues is to start an elevator company.
It may cost him something, but he wiil
learn the dAifference between ralsing
wheat and handling 1t"” Doubtless
some such abortive result awalts the
recently formed trust of apple-growers

_

Very successful, evidently, Is the plan
for disfranchisement of colored volers
in Alabama. The registration under the
pew coastitution of the state, just com-
pleted, shows that out of & total of
about 180,000 registered voters not more
than 3500 were negroes. In some coun-
ties no negroes whatever were regis.
tered, while in Montgomery County,
the largest negro eounty In the otate,
only forty-seven colored voters were
registered. As there were over 150,000
negroes of voting age In Alabama In
1900, it ecan readily be secen how effect-
ive the new disfranchisement scheme is.
Now, since the fear of negro domination
is completely removed, let us see if the
whites will cheat each other in slections,
then fall out over the results and Ai-
vide into partles against each other.

One i fain to sympathize with the
ealoon-kesper who seeks upon the wit-
ness-stand to dispel what odlum at-
taches to his place for having beesn the
sceme of poor Peter Beauchene's intoxi-
cation preceding his tragic denth. These
awkward things must be taken Into
account by every man, however honest
and respectabls, before choosing as a
vocation to “put the bottle to his neigh-
bor's lipa"™ Ligquor-selling » not =
erime, but verfly it's & mighty mean
business,

Now wvery soon the real test of the
strike In the anthracite coal mines will
come. The miners believe that exhaus-
tion of the coal supply will force the
masters to yield, It s for this crisis
that they have been holding out.

Typhold fever is so prevalent In Chi.
cago that the Post newspaper of that
city urges that the public schools be
closed till preparation can bs made for
supplying the children with bolled

SWINBURNE ON DICKENS.

Chicago Evening Post.

In the Summer number of the Quarterly
Review Algernon Charles Swinburne en-
ters the lists to charge In honmor of
Charles Dickena No hot-headed knight of
medieval prowess rushed to the ob-
«laught with greater vigor. Rash thrusts
are made to right and to left, friends are
downed, foes bite the dust while Bwin.
burne sings the pralses of one whom he
calls the greatest creative apirit of his
tims. No need for the Quarterly to let
it be known that this wes the first time
in its long history that a signed article
bad appeared in its pages. The ¢ccen-
tricities of Swinburne appear In every
line and had the scresd been without sig-
naturs any one at all familiar with the
poet would have recognized his peculiari-
ties. Here ars the same torrents of ad-
jectives, avalanches of phrases and laby-
rinthine sentences we have seen hefore,

It is only when such as Shak .
of Huge rise and remain as the supreme wit-
nesses of what was highest in any particular
couintry st any partieiar time that thera emn
b+ mo quewtlon among any but trrational and
Impudent men as to the supremacy of thelr
gTeatest. Engiand under the reige of Dickens
had othst great names to boast of, which may
well e aliowed to challenge the soverelgnty of
his geniuz. But sz thers oertainly was 0o
Shakespeara and no Hugo to rival and eclipese
his glory, ha will prodably and naturally be
acesptedl and acclaimed as the greatest Eng-
lshman of his generntion. No ons could have
foresesn what =1l may now foreses In  the
“Blicrtches by Bos,'” & great ereative geojue

Nor could any ooe Bave foresesa it in the sarly |

chapters of “Plckwick Papers,” which at thelr
best do betier the sort of thimg which had
boen dome falrly well befors. Sam Weller and
Charies Dickens came to ilfe together, tmmor-
tal snd twin dorn,

In “Oliver Twist” Swinburne discovers
that the quality of a great tragic and
comle post or dranfatist in prose fction
was for the first tithe combined with al-
ready famous qualities of n great humor-
Ist and & born master in the aris of
narration and dialogue. “Nicholas
Nickleby” 1s sa admirable as it is full
of iife, sap and savor.,

Proof of Vital Qualities,

The vital quality of the novelist's work
ls proved by the fact that & “reader of
that age. who had earned honor and re
spect In public life, affection and venera-
tion In private” reveled with “ineuppres-
eible dellght in a fArst reading of the
chapters which enroll all worthy read-
ers in the company of Vinecent Crum-
mies.” Bidney Smith, who had held out
against Samue! Weller, was conguered by
Miss Squeers. Her letter, perhaps the
most “obviously lmitative and suggestive
of its model, converted eo great an elder
humaorist to appreeciation of a greater
than himsslf.” “No mortal man or
woman, no human boy or girl, can resist
the fascination of Mr. and Mre. Qullp,
of Mr. and Mra Brass, of Mr. Swiveller
and his marchioness.™ He i3 not en-
thuslastic about *“tha child”"—'phe has
never a touch of childhood about her.™

Qutside the class which exciudes all but the
bighast mastarpleces of poetry. It Ia difficult to
Ond or imagine & faultlegp work of creatiom—in
other words, a fauitless work of fiction: but
the story of ““Barmaby Rudge" can bacdly In
common Justice be sald to fall short of this
crowning pralse. And in this book &n appre-
ciative reader must recognize a quality of hu-
mor which will remind him of Shakespesre,
and perhaps Aristophanes. To hbave made
malignity ss dslightful for an instant as sim-
pileity and Miss Miggs as enchanting as Mra,
Quickly or Mrs. Oamp. Is an unsyrpassable
triumph of dramatic humor.

Swinburne agrees with Dickens that
"David <Copperfield” was his greatest
masterplece. Contrasting merits of “Mar-
tin Chusslawit” and “David Copperfleld”
he says: “But pno reader above the level
of Intelligence which prefers to Shakes-
peare the Parisian Ibsen and the Norwe-
gian Sardou ecan dispute the fact that
Mrs. CGamp has once and again risen
aven to that unimaginabie supremacy of
triumph'"—nothing in later comedy can
rival her unepeakable perfection. *“We
think of all “fhis, and of more than all
thisn, and acknowledge with Ipfinite
thanksgivings of Inexhaustible laughter
and of rapturous admimtion the very
greatest comlic poet or creation that ever
lived to make the life of other men more
bright and more glad and move pérfect
than ever without his beneficent Influence
it possibly or Imaginably could have
been."™

In terms of pralse he cantinues to ana-
irze characters and situations, In “Chusz-
slewit” 18 noted an advance In power of
tragic Invention, an Incregsed strength
in grasp of character and grip of situs-
tion. From first 1o last ""David Copper-
fleld™ Is “unmistakably by any eye above
the level and beyond the inpight of &
beetie’s as one of the masterpleces to
which time can only add a new charm and
an unimaginable value. The narrative I3
as coherent and harmonjous as ‘Tom
Jones—and to say thle s to try it by the
very highest and apparently most unat.
talnabls standard.”™

A Fling at 0)ld Enemies,

In the midst of hiz exalted laudations
Bwinburne digresses to take a fing at
old-time enemies. “A single passage
from the jast scene of the fourth act of
Love's Ladbor Lost” s more than suffi-
elent to outwelgh, outshine, to eclipss
and -effade forever the dramatic lucubra-
tions of prescriptiona of Dr. lbsen-Fra-
castoro of the drama and hls volubly
grataful patients.” "Love's Labor's
Lost" in one of the least slgnificant of
Bhukeapeare's pinys, and among the jeast
matistactory of Thackeray's and Dickens'
are “The Virginians™ and “Little Dorrit,”
“yet no one shove the Intellectual level
of an Thensite or a Zolslst will doubt or
will deny that there is enough merit In
either of these booka for the stable foun-
dation of enduring fame." Referring
agaln to “Little Dorrit.”

The day aftér the death of Mr. Mendle la one
of the most memorable In all the record of
eresgtive history—or, to use one word in place
of two—in all the vecord of fietion The
tusion of humor and horrer in the marvelous
chapier which descrides it |s comparabls cnly
with the kinfdred work of sush creators ms the
authors of “‘Les Miserables” and “King Lear'
and nothing in the work of Balzac Is newer
and truey and more terrible than the relent-
less yet not unmerciful evolution of the central
figurs In the stery. Omce more he waxes elo-
quent on 1he resurrection of Rogue Riderhood
in “Onir Mutwal Friend.”* The terrible humor
af it holds the reader antranced allks at the
first and the hundredth reading And the
blatant bosbies who deny truthfulness and
realism to the imagination or genius of Divk-
ens because it pever condesceanded 1o aspire or
w=allow in metaghysics or fAlth, may be femr-
lesaly challepged to match this scens for tragl-
comic and everlasting truth ia the works of
Sardou or Ibeen, of the hl-sexual Oecrgs Ellot
or the Masculine Miss Maevie Mannish. M.
Tola, had he imegined it as undoultedly his
potent amd Indispuiable genius might have
done, must have added 3 flavor of biood or
ordure which would hardly have gratifisd or
tickied the mostrila or palate of Dickens but it
s possible that his insular dellcacy ar prodery
of rellsh may not be a pittable Infirmity or a
destrable defect.

in other asides he cuts at Andrew Lang
and Matthew Arnold, them having done
he concludes, *“nnd how much more
might be said—would the gods annihilate
but time and space for a worthier pur-
pose than thst of making lovers happy,
of the splendld successes to be noted In
the least successful book or books of this
great and inexhaustible writer.”™

Shaw's Inadequaie FPresentation.
Kainsas City Star.

Mr, Shaw Is vague and geoera! whers
it was hoped that he might be positive
and specific. He has missed the senti-
ment of ths time. He has not struck the
“keynote” that was struck by Arthur,
Blaine, McKinley and Roosevelt, all of
whom have been ardent, earpest and
consclentious advocates of reciprocity. It
is inconceivable that Mr. Shaw's policy
is satisfactory to the President. It Is
capable of broad construetion, but why
aAlways leave room for widely diverging
interpretations? It may be expected that
when the same policies are taken up by

—

THIS IS SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT.

—
Springfield Repubdilcan

That the American farmer during the
past half dogen years has enjoyed a period
of uncsual prosperity for him admits of
no guestion. Whether he has obtained the
lon's share In the general prosperity of
the country, or has profited from It to
eaything like the degree which some other
Industrinl classes have, i= another gues-
tlon more open to dount. It !a not open
to doubt, however, on the part of the Se-
citle (Wash.) Post-Intsillgencer, and what
that journal has to say on the subject s
being given circulation by Eastern metro-
politan papers which ought to know bet-
ter. This s what they go to the Pacific
Coast to learn® -

While gnable to dispuéta the fast that the
Unitzd States bas been enjoying most remark-
abie prospesity, the opposents of the Repub-
Hean party insist that such prosperity is com-
fined 0 & considerable extent, If pot emtirely.
to the manufacturing classes. This is soother
of the little Actions which the census com-
pintely esplodes. According to cenrus Agures
the farmers of the country have reaped the
largest returna of any Industirial <lme, and
have comsequently shared more generally in
the prosperily than have even thegmanufac-
turers. Here are some figures, bere are
20,000 000,000 of eapltal Invested In farms and
farm squipmeni, and during the cemsus Fear
thaet Invested capital earned on an averags A3
per cept.  Tha $1000,000.000 stes! trust during
the past year earntd 10 per esnt on its investod
capital, and that fact Bas borm made the text
of |{pnumerable Democratic editorials on ths
extortionats profits which it has wrung out
of the people. Yot the steel trust eurnsd on
its Invested ecapital but little over one-Rall a»
much proportionate Interset as did (he average
Amerioan farmer.

If the farmers can be made to believe
such & story as this, It wiil bs very com-
forting to the trust organiiers and specu-
iators who are making milllons out of the
boom, whers the average man s figuring
whether any (nereass In (ncome s ROT
more than offset by the Increase In prices
and cost of existemes. Witness the ¥a.-
000,00 or more which a few meén cOMpOs-
ing tie steol trust upderwriting syndicats
are clearing up as profit out of a brief In-
vestmuent of 5000000 Take all of the
great fortunes made out of thesa trust
flotations and manipulations during the
past half-dosen years; the aggregate would
eat desply into the sum representing the
entire net incrense In the wealth of the
country for that (lme,

But the farmer—hke has heen doing even
better. Tho trouble with the above story
is that it s founded upon an utterly false
comparison—so false that it could not pos-
sibly have escaped the notice of sven a
hasty reading of the census bulletin in
questicn. The 10 per cent which the steel
trust is sald to be earning fust now i net
profit on a highly Inflated capital—income
above all expenses of operation and al-
lowances fer depreciation; and It amounts
to more than double that rate om the
nctual investment. On the other hand,
the 183 per cent of return on the total
value of farm property in the census year
Is gross Income. It is expressly stated In
the Fulletin that "as no reports of ex-
penditures for taxea Interest, insurance,
feed for stock and similar items have been
obtained by any census, no statement of
net farm income can be given.™ Never-
theless thisn Weatern editor procesds o
compate the 153 per cent as net income.

Tha cennus in like manner shows that
on an investment of §3,574.664,067 In man-
ufacturing throughout the United Siales
in 10, & gross product of §11,040,013,628
was turned out. This is over 13 per cent
on the invested capital, as compared with
1IR3 per cent on the Invested capital In
farms. The Westerd paper invites a com-
parison, and here it ls, stripped of soma
of its falaitica, Nothing, of course, Is
hereby proved as to the relative net profit
of the two Industries. Heavy deduotions
must be made for wages and cost of ma-
terial In manufecturing, and compara-
tively small deductions on the same ac-
count In farming. But while nothing can
be certainly aflirmed from the census
figures as given, respecting the average
net profit of manufacturing, something
ean be guessed respecting net farm profts
1f gross locome Is only 183 per cent of
total farm property, what must bave baen
the rate of income after deducting wage
payments, cost of feed and seed and other
mater‘al, taxes, Insurance, Interest and
s0 on? What is left for capital aflter the
furmoer has Deen allowed 8 falr wage or
salary for hls work of superintendence?
It must obviousiy de a very small sum,
constituting a percentage of the total In-
vestment almost tou small 1o be visthie.
It Is extremely doubttl if ths average
farmer makes more from his Investment
anll labor combined than what would be
called g mederate wage in other industriss,

The [nct s not to be dodged that agri-
culture pays poorly as compared with
most other indastries and occupations.
You could mot drag this Western edllor
on to a farm with a yoks of oxsn. But
the whole population of Seattle would be
moving out on tn the sofl In short onder
\f, an the ¢ditor would have theri belleve,
the average farm was paying 1583 per cent
net profits. The great fortunes of the
time do not come from farming and hapdly
any of the small ones directly. The drift
of population from the farm to the city
tells the true story about the situation,
and it is not golng Lo be Improved In the
jong run by the rise of monopolittic com-
binations 1o control what the farm must
buy, while the farm must work on under
the rule of sharp competition

There 1s In all this a questicn to plague
poclely in a free government as time goes
on. We are not to suppose that the
sranger has been permanently sllminated
from politics as a revolutionary factor by
three or four years of comparative proa-
perity on the farm.

PERSONS WORTH KNOWING ABOUT.

Emile Zola 41 not leara to read till be was
8 ysurs oid, and i & self-educaied man, his
mother being lodifferent as to whether or not
pe attended school.

Prince Henry of Prussia carvies a §900,000
polley of Insurance againet ameasalnstion. Hia
heirs will get nothing, however, {f ha dies from
natural caoses.

John R Drexel, the New York banker, made |

his wife a pressst of §300,000 as a bhirthday
emembrance Jast wesk. Ths family 8 so-
for the r at Newport.

wy-Qovernor Hogs., of Tezas, refuses to be
conuidered as & candliste for the execulive
offics agaln. Hoe myw he bas made 32.000.000
since his lost term explred, and would pot pass
through the ordesl agals for doubla that
Amount.

The Dulks of Argyll, in the hope of locating
minerals, s baving the Inverary estsias sur-
veyed by & mining expert, who has unsarthed
numerogs specimens of as  are compased of
alekel, copper and lead The late Duke ot
Arg7il once "wrought” nickel siiver mines
without belag out of pocket.

Onme of the youngest of the Britiah officlals
in South Afries la Magor H-t'h:vﬂ Darling.

NOTE AND COMMENT.

Yer. Indesd, we h-n_v.t known it to rain
in Oregon.

The Portland team {8 unlucky—it wing
only by hard work.

It takes as Jong for the ofl tanks to go
as for the fireboat to come.

Another .mmam record has been
smashed—aot the automobile.

East Burnside s the only street in Port-
lasd that has ever been Improved 00
2000,

A theater trust ls forming. J, P. Morgan
is oot in it, although all the worlde &
Stage.

This is the time when the vacation wa
havea just finished begins o jook Hke a
valn show,

Xo, the Boer Genernls would nbt have
recelved more honor If they had stopped
slaying Britlahers sooner

Explorer Baldwin says, “Bafflad, but
not beaten.” Candldate Bryan says,
“Beaten, but not baffled.™

You could now have a new board side-
walk if you hadn't been 5o cussed stube
born about bullding It be.l'ore_

No man who secures money by false
pretenses i3 lable to the law if he ae
gures a wife aiong with the money.

No American officers in the Philippines
has been court-martialed for some time
and the Moroa feel encouraged to try
barbarism ali over azaln.

The German Crown Prince ia said o
think more of an American girl than thg
impertal throene. He &= right for beltg
young, but foollsh for the same reason

A young woman ;T-Ms-ﬂ-l-n_ Conn, has
caused the arrest of the young man
whom she was engaged for Kissing her,
Perhapa after he shall have been married
to her a while he will not repean the of-
fense.

Reports from Central America are to
tho effect that the navy officers down
there are much chagrined because thelr
methods have been acquired by the Unit-
ed States Navy for the mancuvers off
New Engiand.

pa—

A Democrat, to be loyal to hia cltigen-
ship and his party honor, does not have
to be loyal to the platforms of 1856 and
198, Neither does his wife have 1o be
loyal to hoop-skirts nor tha birds to lost
Fear's nests.

—_—

Already It has taken nearly 10 years
choose a falr site. But this is but as
a bandbreadth. By the Iinfaitude of
things just as mapy years are ahecad of
us as behind ua: theretore let us reloice
end be exceedingly glad that oniy 10
vears are behind ua

The Balem Bentine] deales that it haws
been an advocate of a special session of
the Leagislature, "except jokingly, in the
interest of boarding-house keepers of
Salem.” But isn't the interest of the
boarding-house keepers a reason of state
at Salem? What else is the capital there
for?

to

The remains of the late Mr. and Mrs,
Falr will be examined further to ascer-
tain the cause of dealh. Mr. and Mrs.
Fulr were specding %0 miies an hour. They
were dashed Into a tree. Thelir heads
were crushed in. It is very lmportant
to learn whether It was the speead, Lhe
tree or the dashing out of thelr brains
that caused thelr death. This point set-
tled, we shall know whether they died
for want of breath.

Newport, R. 1. Aug. 1 —Great
sternation reigns among the elite
Vanderlip’s butler eloped with M
Gotrox's waltiag mald, but not a word
of it got into the newspapers. Each lady
¢charges the other with trying to keep the
matter quite until she herself could sn-
nounce it flra. The ladies had indeed
sent for the reporters, but Fresident
Rooseveit zand the big tennis tournament
were here and not a single reporter could

coti=
Mrs,

be found. To make dad matters worse,
Mrs. Astorbilt gave a pick tea to her
favorite chimpanzee, and even this func-
tion falled to get into print, although the
chimpansea behaved just too nlce for
anything and all the elite wese present.
Soms of the ladies are In hysterics to-
day over the outrageous treatment re-
| eeived from the President, the teanis
players and the newspapers.

—

Professor F. G. Younsg, of the Univers-
ity of Oregon, last week gounded &
warning against permitting commercial-
ism to overshadow the historical signifl-
cance of the Lewis and Clark Fair. It is
quite easy In the discuseion of fair fund
and falr site, falr this and fair that to
lose from view the fArst object of the
celebration, namely, the commemoration
of Lewls and Clark's achievement. FPro-
fessor Young perhaps from his home in
Eugens can perceive the drift swey from
the maln purpose better that can Port-
land people. It i well for us In bullding
our structure to keep in sight our foun-
datlons. The fair i for Lewis and
| Clark, not Lewls and Clark for the fair.
Perhaps Professor Young's counsel &
mueh Hke that which would eome from
other outside places when the celebration
js looked upon, not as that of Portland,
but as that of the entire Pacific North-
| west,

| PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

“Reslly, Loutse, this bill is sutrageous. You
|tr|u-llen't try to dress like these milllonsires”
wives!” "My dear Ned, control yourself. I'm
only trying to appear as well dressed as the
shop girie'"—Life.

I It was at a feshlomable boarding-house, and
they had calves’ bruins for lunch, She spaks
to the gentleman next to ber—"And do you

| ke calves’ bralms. Mr. Dome™" “I always try

to feel content with what I have, madam.™—

Tit-Bita.

Genlus—""1 gnderstand that he has written &
on o Rmty@id ™ “Yes, so | hear. Is

Commisstoner of Folios at B who
is only 23 years old At 18 he managed =
mine In Westarn Australia, At 30 be was
Captain of & West Australlan contingsnt in
Bouth Africn. He looks younger than he really
ts, and tn the early days of Lhe war, befora
Bis cociness and beavery Were recognised. be
was known among his associates as ‘“Baby
Darling.”

At tts reunion of the descendants of John
and Prisclils Aldeft, beld at Ross Park, near
Binghamton, N. Y., last week, thers was pres-
ent u representative of the sixih generntlon
from Johin Aldea, who was bomn In the town
of Windsor, Broome County, on Msrch 325,
1815. The oldest living descendant ls Timothy
P. Alden, of Binghamton, and the youngest
Florence Alden, 20 months old Membars of
the family sttended the reunion from ail parts
of the country.

The Bishop of Exeter, who I8 a pronounced |
low churchman, ssid, when consecrating ihe
church at Eraidon, the other day, that, ™
though he should continus to be the faithful
trisné and brother of the clergy %o long as they
were falthful to the law, bs had been obliged

almost as great m plecs of work 2a that of &
man | Beard of cnce who wrote the Declara-
tion of Iadependence om the back of & postags
stamp.”" —Chicago Recor!-Hermid

In Disguise.—Mrs. Stubd—This s strangs
Jahn. I thought the peopls on this bock wers
immensaly wealthy, and now [ find them sil-
ting sround In patebed clothing. Mr. Arubb—
That's mothing, Marta: they are expected the
Tax Assessor.—hicago Dally Newn

Dead Broke.—Fred—Why don't you send hee
some fores? Ned—Gee, whiz, man! Dida't I
tell you I'm just back frem my vacallan?
Fred—Can't ralse the wind oh? Ned—Well If
rosss were 10 cents & hundred I couldn’t ruise
enough wihd to stir cne petal’ —Philadeiphia
Fress.

Her Unintendsd Sstire.— " Charlay, dear!” ex-
clalmed young Mre Torkins, “the paper has &
sketch of Yyou as & rising young reformer.’™
“Yes. 1 thought that would surpriss and
please you. What 414 you think of the BMog-
raphy ™' "'Oh, Charley, dear, It in too good to
be trus—Washington Etar.

His Point of View.— " Ths tandency In modern
journalisen. '’ sseerts the man with the haunted




