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PORTLAND IS NOT "SLOW."

Mr. George Taylor makes a point
When he says that Portland Is falsified
by the careless habit of her own people

in accepting and accentuating the gibes
which envy or careless humor are al-

ways inventing. Every city is subject
to the sneerer and the Joker; Chicago Is

the "windy" city; Philadelphia is the
"slow poke" among American communi-
ties; Kansas City Is the "Jayhawker,"
and so on down the list. But these cit-

ies do not take up the gibes against
themselves, and so appear to confess
the characteristics which they allege.
It is, we must confess, the habit of Port-
land to do this to a greater or less ex-

tent Right here at home we hear it
constantly declared that Portland 'is a
"alow town," in the face of the great en-

terprises and the large achievements of
which Mr. Taylor names a few.

"Whoever believes Portland to be a
slow town will learn something for his
enlightenment, if he will undertake to
do business In competition, with it. He
will find that Portland's Interest In the
business field of the Northwest Is prose-

cuted with an unremitting energy, that
as a matter of fact no rival city Is able
to make head against it. He will
flnd that with all its brag Seattle has
never been able to gain the slightest
foothold in the field which Portland has
come to regard her own; that by our
superior business energy and our heav-

ier capital we ciyt the ground from
der her at every point of contact. He
will find that In every branch of busi-
ness where opportunity exists our peo-

ple are going Into manufacture In ways
both large and small, and that we are
thereby laying a foundation which will
be a tower of" strength In future com-

petitions.
Upon close examination It will be

found, too, that Portland capital and
energy are reaching out In works of
general development from the Califor-
nia line on the south, to Montana and
British Columbia on the north. In the
mines of Jackson and Josephine Coun-
ties, in the apple orchards of Medford,
in the great work of remolding the do
mestic Industry ef the Willamette Val
ley, in a thousand schemes of develop-
ment in Eastern Oregon, and In many
parts of Washington, "Portland Is qui-
etly putting in the "force of her capital
and of her trained business judgment
and leadership. It is not Portland's
way to bum much red fire or bid the
band to play in these operatlona Her
method Is the quiet one of business, not
the noisy one of "promotion." But she
Is on hand, all the' same, where things
are being done in this country, apd sbe
usually stays there after her more" noisy
but less persistent rivals have exhaust
ed themselves and sought the financial
boneyard.

Mr. Taylor names several projects of
home development which Portland has
put through without making any fuss,
and these are but a few of her greater
enterprises. It is Portland capital In
large measure upon which rests the
great range stock business of Oregon,
Washington and Idaho. It was Portland
foresight and Portland capital that
created the great transportation system
of which the O. R. & N. lines are the
modern development. It was Portland
energy and money that developed the
great Pacific Ocean flour trade, and
which maintains it today; It Is- Portland
capital arid initiative which has created
the Pacific Ocean lumber trade and
which holds it; It is Portland capital
which supports In large measure the
wool trade of the Northwest This Is
not all, but further recital would be
tedious, for there is no corner of this
Northwest not even excluding the
cities of Puget Sound where Portland
is not actively and beneficently busy
with operations of trade or of direct
material development Portland Is not
given to parading herself, but she Is
generally "thar or thar about" when
any big thing is to be done In this
Northwestern country.

By every one who needs to know It
is doubtless understood that the reason
why backing reform Is not enacted by
Congress Is that the banks themselves
do not want It. Significant along this
line is the recent pronouncement of the
Wisconsin bankers against the Fowler
banking bill, wltlr its scheme for branch
banks and circulation secured only by
general assets. In no uncertain terms.
They adopted cne resolution declaring
themselves "opposed to the Fowler bill
and all legislation tending to the sub-
stitution of branch banks for our pres-
ent independent system of banking."
They adopted another one declaring
themselves "opposed to any law tending
toward the substitution of asset cur-
rency for the present National bank
circulation' One of the speakers
against the Fowler scheme, Banker
TTrentz, of Oshkosb, declared that the

establishment of the proposed branch
banking system meant the extermina-
tion of every small .bank throughout
the country. "Do you know," said he,
"that the City Bank In New York, with
$50P,O0P,O00, would dominate this coun
try If it had branch banks throughout
the country? Do you know It would
dictate the tariff, make or prevent wars,
own allhe ehps, the railroads, the
mines and hold the whole country in
the hollow of its hand?" Our Populist
publicists, who view th Fowler bill as
a conspiracy of the banks, should com-
prehend at length that tfie currency-reforme- rs

are not the bankers. They are
mostly students and thinkers.

CUBAN EPOCHS.
Few spots on the earth's surface of

equal size have undergone more of the
strenuous life than the surpassing rich
but grievously harried. Island ot Cuba,
Beside its original Spanish conquerors.
Invading and devastating armies have
occupied Its cities and fields at differ
ent times, from Great Britain, from
France, from Holland and from the
United States. So much natural beauty
and fertility can rarely be seen In con--
Junction with such human misery and
unloveliness. Cuba Is like the lands
spoken of in the old missionary hymn.
''Where every prospect pleases and only
man Is vile."

We might divide Cuban history Into
epochs. The first "one would be that of
discovery, colonization and conquest
For 200 years Cuba was the spoil of for-
eign foes It was discovered by Colum-
bus on his first voyage, and by 1553
Spanish cruelty had exterminated the
entire native Indian population. In
1534 and 1554 Havana was destroyed by
the French; in 1624 It was taken by the
Dutch; from 1C50 to 1700 it was often
ravaged by filibusters, and In 1762 it
waB taken by the English. At no time
prior to 1?00 was the Island safe from
attack by European governments or by
pirates.

Then for 150 years or so ensued an
era of comparative peace. Except for
the single Incident of English occupa
tion In 1762 the Island prospered might
ily In tobacco and In the slave trade, of
which it was the center for Spanish
America. It Is said that in the. sixty
halcyon years of this traffic no fewer
than 550,000 slaves were brought into
Cuba.

Along about 1844 began that epoch of
Cuban history which ended only in the
expulsion of Spain in 1898. This might
be called the revolutionary period. More
than 10,000 negroes perished In the In
surrection of 1848. The uprisings of 1849

and of 1851 were led by American ad-
venturers. The Spanish revolution of
1868 led to an effort for Cuban independ
ence, which continued with varying for-
tunes for twelve yeara In 1880 the in
surrection was put down, but It had
saddled upon the island a debt of $85,- -
000,000. The revolutionary movement
which ended In American occupation
may be said to date, in its more active
manifestations, from about 1893.

When the Maine went down in Ha
vana Harbor the bell rang for the cur
tain " which was to fall for once and
all on four centuries of Spanish misrule.
The ensuing four years form an epoch
by themselves the period of American
occupation. While much of the work
done by our representatives there is
for all time, some of it is already in
peril from Cuban incompetence and un
rest. The island is accordingly entering
.upon another stage of Its existence the
period of qualified independence under
American protection. Its outcome Is
problematical, depending as It does not
only upon native capacity, but upon
Amerfcau generosity. It Is hard to gov-
ern an impoverished and discontented
people successfully, and the task is
especially difficult in Spanish America,
where native Incapacity has been bred
to Spanish corruption.

Most people look forward to a sixth
and last period of Cuban history Its
incorporate life In the American Nation.
In that arrangement both countries
should find rest from their ceaseless
misunderstandings and cross-purpose- s.

With Cuba as American territory, all
our perturbation over the approaches
to the Qulf and the canal would cease.
Under American sovereignty the Cu
bans would find peace and prosperity
like that of the Kanakas In Hawaii, the
Spanish in California, the Mexicans In
Arizona, the French in Louisiana, the
Russians In Alaska, the Mohammedans
In Sulu, the other Spanish-America- in
Porto Rico, and our contented imml
grants from every nation under the
sun. Cuban annexation cannot come
any too soon for the comfort of the
United States and the welfare of Cuba.

THE PUBLIC LIBRARY,

If the Portland Public Library is to
become worthy of its pretensions and
to serve adequately the purpose back
of its foundation. Eome better provision
must be made for its support It is now
merely a heterogeneous collection of old
books, many of them out of date, useless
In connection with any definite purpose,
and valuable only as a basis upon which
to build a library. Not less than 10.000
books ought Immediately to be added
to the collection to fill In Its many lapses
and to bring Its historical, literary and
reference departments up to date; and
at the very least $5000 pfer year ought
to be devoted to the purchase of current
books. Nothing less than this will make
an efficient library and keep it efficient,
and if we are to have a public library
at all, nothing less ought to be thought
of.

The subject Is one which commends
Itself to the Clry Council, whose powers,
we presume, will enable It to make
such provision as the situation call9
for. In many other cities in most oth
ers on this Coast a certain fixed pro
portion of the fines assessed in the Mu
nicipal Courts Is devoted to library pur.
poses, and under this system some fine
and even great libraries are being built
up. At Seattle, notably, the income of
the library, under a fixed provision of
the city charter, is in the neighborhood
of $40,000 per year, and, thus supplied,
the library department Is creating
collection which will rank with the best
In the minor cities of the country.

One of the standing objections and
It Is a legitimate one, too to appropria-
tions for public libraries is the fact that
a very large proportion of library pa
tronage is by readers of fiction, from
persons or trivial tastes, who seek
merely to be entertained. It Is no part
of the public duty, It is argued, to pro-
vide entertainment for the public, and
tnis is true. Ana yet, at the same time.
there are many works of fiction which
belong of necessity to any literary col
lection. Any complete. Jlbrary, even
tnougn limited to works of reference.
would have to have the works of the
otandard writers of fiction. Different
libraries have different rules In respect
to fiction, some providing everything.
some discarding current fiction alto
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gether, pme restricting If to approved
authors, in our situation, it mignt oe
well to provide nothings "which has not
stood ,the. test of at least one year, by
this moans cutting off the library as n
resource- - for those whose passion for
the latest book Jg the mark or a timing,
taste and for a mere fashion in reading.

Either by this or some other device it
ought not to be difficult to give the
library a serious character and to pre
vent Its being a resort for fiction-ma- d

trlflers. A severe rule In respect to fic
tion would no doubt cut down, the pa
tronage of the library very largely, but
we see nothing to fear in that There
can be no obligation on the part of the
taxpayers to provide novel readers with
entertainment, and If the novel-readin- g

habit should be disturbed, no harm wiu
be done, not even to the readers them-
selves.

PUBLIC RIGHTS AND IDLE) RICH.
The recent death of Charles Fair and

wife In Paris while speeding a huge
automobile is of small consequence lit
Itself. Whatever grief the death of this
young man may cause his family, he Is
known to the American public as a
notable representative of a class of Idle
rich who spend their Inherited millions
in "playing horse" from the cradle to
the grave. The public have no Interest
In the pranks and fads of rich men's
booby sons, except when their sports
are pursued on the public highway In
violation of due regard for the public
safety. Fair ran his machine at the
rate of over sixty miles an hour, and.
when the accident took place the speed
attained was between eighty and ninety
miles an hour. A man who will run a
machine of this sort on the public high-

way at such a rate of speed Is a dan- -

gerous fool, for automobiles driven at
a high rate of speed on the highways of
New York and New England have killed
a good many persons outside of the oc
cupants of the machine, and It was
merely a bit of luck that when Fair's
machine was wrecked some persons ouU
side the vehicle were not killed. In the
vicinity of New York a number of per-

sons have been killed who were not oc-

cupants of the automobile.
The singular appearance of the ma

chine, the noise it makes, the speed at
Which it Is driven by reckless owners
among the Idle rich, frightens horses
and causes disastrous runaways, so that
two-thir- of the list of dead and
wounded belong to the public who do
not own or operate theBe machines. Of
course, there are numerous owners of
automobiles who are as careful and con
scientious in speeding them on the public
streets as a decent man Is In driving a
horse on the public highways, but there
are a large number of offenders against
public safety among the Idle rich. In
Providence. R. L. these reckless fellows
once attempted to defy the law regu
lating the speed of their machines, and
it required the strenuous protest of a
number of leading citizens to make the
officers of the law Interfere. One of tho
young Vonderbllts has been repeatedly
fined In Massachusetts for recklessly
speeding" his automobile on the public
highways, and a number of fatal acci
dents have been caused by these ma-

chines In the hands of the Idle rich on
the roads of New York and New Jer-
sey.

The shame of the whole matter Is that
these Idle rich show not the slightest
regret for the melancholy accidents they
cause by their lawlessness and folly.
They have plenty of money to pay their
fine, when arrested, and proceed, to re-
peat their dangerous recreation at the
first favorable opportunity. So Indig
nant has the public become that New
York ana Massachusetts are disposed to
Insist .that these dangerous racing ma-
chines shall be compelled to reduce their
speed to the demands of ,pqb,llo safety
or else build at their own expense a
racing track. When we "remember that
the law will not allow. a"horse to be
driven et reckless speed on a public
highway, when we remember that rail-
roads are confined to tracks of their own
and are compelled to .. slacken speed
when passing through a town or ap-

proaching a crossing, it is certainly a
great outrage "upon the rights of the
public that machines many of which
equal the speed of the average railway
train, and some of which surpass It,
should be allowed to be driven at a
high rate of spied upon a public high-
way. The railway is a vast business
necessity for the transportation of pas-
sengers and freight, and the public wel-
fare demands that some risks be taken,
but the automobile that Is speeded by
the Idle rich represents nothing but the
private personal passion for a new and
strange kind of recreation, that seems
to be a favorite fad with these reckless
and heartless idle rich. If nobody's
neck was broken save that of the idle
rich drivers and their fellow passengers,
It would be a matter of small public
concern, but these machines, driven at
great speed, have become a public nuis-
ance and a terror on all the fine roads of
the East

The melancholy thing about the idle
rich Is that they are prone to abuse
their opportunity and their direct and
Indirect Influence in gross acts of Inva-
sion of public rights, which a poor man
neither could nor would attempt The
consequence 13 they increase the class
hate between the honest hard-worki-

masses and the ostentatious, extrava-
gant, idle rich. These Idle rich are cor-
rectly estimated as utterly worthless In
brains and arrogantly selfiBh In charac-
ter. Nobody finds any fault with a rich
man's indulgence In sport at the proper
time and place, but no man, rich or
poor, has any business to indulge In
reckless sport In contempt of the gen-
eral public safety on the public high-
ways. Furthermore, no man, rich or
poor, Is deserving of any respect to
whom sport Is not simply one of the de-

sirable coincidents of life, but stands
for his whole existence. The aristocracy
of England Is devoted to outdoor sports
at the proper season, but the leading
members of the aristocracy from King
Edward down are devoted to public du-

ties that stand for severe mental ap-
plication and drudging labor. The great
captains of Industry in this country are
men to whom sport Is a mere Incident
of life, but the fool sons and grandsons
of able men of wealth, the Idle spawn
of the enterprising rich, are the most
odious, hateful people In America. No-
body Is really afraid of them, for their
wealth in the last analysis lies at the
mercy of the ballots of the masses
whose public rights they Insult and
abuse. "What the masses ask of rich
men are not public libraries scattered
broadcast by a Carnegie. The 'masses
want no generosity; they only want jus
tice. They want their rights free from
Invasion, which Is worth more to them
than many books.

Exports of breadstuffs In tho. past
seven months are $10,000,000. less than
in the corresponding part of 1897. and
they look small compared with those

of the corresponding portions of each
Intermediate year. In the correspond-
ing seven months of 1901 the value was
$163,907,596, against $89,$40,35Q this-- year.
Of this decrease $37,000,000 was In corn,
and nearly $6,000,000 in oats, $24,000,000
In wheat and $7,000,000 In flour, for
while the wheat exports for the fiscal
year showed a considerable increase, It
was all In the latter part of 1901; since
this year began the exports have de-

clined surprisingly, Europe's importa-
tion of wheat from this country began
to increase before the European har-
vests were gathered; there was appar-
ently a very general effort to import
wheat In advance of actual needs. The
cattle and hog exports for seven months
are also much below these of the cor-
responding portions of any of the five.
In provisions the comparison Is more
satisfactory. The figures for the last
seven months are $10,000,000 under those
for the same seven months In 1901, but
exceed those of like- - periods In the four
preceding years. The value of cotton
exported is less than In the two preced-
ing years, but very much greater than
in the years 1897 to 1899. The quantity
is very nearly the same as In 1809.

Opinions differ as to the money strin-
gency in New York. The time-honor-

explanation of Western demands Is
brought out again, but meets Iron-cheek-

skepticism. One New York
bank president la reported "to have re-

ceived Information on this wise;
Chicago All demands of the sea-se- n

can be met without help from New York
other than a return or a portion of the Western
money now on deposit at that point.

Sioux City This part of tho West la prac-
tically Independent of tho East. Wo can take
care of ourselves.

Kansas City The crops of the West can bo
handled without calling on the East for any
funds.

Minneapolis The Western banks arc better
prepared than ever before to movo the Western
crops. They are not needing any help.

Omaha Eastern banks need not worry; the
West does not need any assistance.

Bankers are not Infallible, however,
and the course of money In New York
Indicates that Western demands for
currency are far from falling to the
negligible point The Western bankers
are In danger of confusing wealth with
mere currency phenomena. The West Is
undoubtedly rich, but this does not mili-
tate against the normal movements of
various sorts of credit back and forth
across the country, as they continue to
move acroes the Atlantic. The funda-
mental cause of the monetary demand,
whether at seed time or harvest. Is the
confidence and activity based upon the
Nation's adoption of the gold standard.

The Public Library of San Francisco
contains 146,297 books, of which approxi-
mately 20,000 are works of fiction. There
are 37,326 card-holder- s, and In the past
year they took out 61,119 volumes, of
which 57 per cent was fiction. No recr
qrd is kept of books consulted, since
they are not taken from the library
rooms, but the number is very great.
Within the year $11,908 was expended
for new books. The salary list Is $36,623.
In addition to the Publlo Library, there
are two large private or association
libraries in San Franolsco the Mercan-
tile Library and the Mechanics' Library,
both of which have an extensive patron-
age. San. Francisco, 'while hardly four
tlmes'the size of Portland, his ten times
our library facilities.

Dr. D. W. Poor, who has had charge
of the hospital for smallpox patients at
Orange, N. J., for eight months past,
reports that the mortality among the
unvacclnated was 18 per cent, and
among the vaccinated 7 per cent Seven
of the nine deaths were among the un?
vaccinated. The other deaths were of
patients that had been vaccinated
twenty years or more ago. Four pa-

tients between 50 and 65 years of age
who had been vaccinated" In their youth
recovered. Of the eighty-si- x cases,
thirty-nin- e were unvacclnated, twelve
were vaccinated successfully after ex-

posure, seven had been vaccinated
within twelve years, and twenty-eig- ht

had not been vaccinated for twenty
years or more.

An Indiana engineer has been estlr
mating the cost of transportation by
road and has produced a strong argu-
ment for good roads. He figures that
the cost of moving one ton by horse
power over one mile of dry, sandy road
Is 64 cents; over wet sand, 32 cents;
over ruts and mud, 39 cents; over an
earth road, dry and hard, 18 cents; over
a broken stone road in good condition,
8 cents; over a compact gravel road,
8.8 cents; over wood or stone paving,
5.33 cents, and so on. The better the
quality of the road the less the cost of
transportation, so that It la economy to
build not merely good roads, but the
very best roads.

Peter Power Is In jail, and unless the
evidence Is very misleading, that Is the
proper place for him. It was once sup
posed he had been given or sold some
stock for the express purpose of fight
Ing the merger. It looks now as If he
had not that technical status for his
appearance as plaintiff. He seems
likely to be posted as a representative
of a gang of desperate blackmailing
brokers. Not the least of his offenses Is
the discredit Into which he has brought
the cause of the people In the anti-tru- st

movement. The thing to hope for Is
that the principals for whom he acted
so culpably can be reached by the law.

' Good roads is a hackneyed topic In the
Northwest. So Is the selling of hogs and
sugar and muslin. But It Is a topic that
age will not wither nor rust corrupt
We must have better roads for the
farmers. The convention to be held in
Portland, October 13-1- 5, under Federal
auspices, will test public Interest in the
matter, and good will result from It If
the people will have ft so.. "Ideas" on
the road question are plentiful as mos-
quitoes In Jersey, but practical and sci-
entific Information Is scarce. Some of
this may be had at the Portland good-roa- ds

convention.

If the Iowa platform really meant
what Secretary Shaw says It does, It
would be fit only to be trodden under
foot He Interprets, It to say: Reform
the tariff when necessary (but no reform
Is necessary)? cut off all duties that pro-
mote monopoly (but no duties do pro-
mote monopoly). This Is not Idiotic, but
what is much worse rank dishonesty.
The Republicans Iowa want the tar-
iff reformed; and if the Congress elected
this Fall does not reform It, Iowa will
go Democratic, and so will other states.

It Is about a year ago now since The
Oregonlan, discussing the worry prob-
lem, observed that "President Schwab,
of the steel trust. Is trying to earn his
$800,000 a year and some day he will
break down under tho strain." This Is
probably as good an explanation of his
reported retirement as any of. the In-

genious "yarns contrived by malice or
cynicism, .

A JiATURAL. EVOLUTION. ' -

"Minneapolis Tribune.
The sweeping reduction of railroad rates

on grain In the Northwest which it is
'estimated will save fanners $1,000,000 on
the crop of this year. Is the result of an
Industrial evolution as natural as that
which has. reduced the price of cotton
cloth to a fraptlon of Its former cost
with increased demand, manufacture on
a larger scale and Improved machinery.
It la no more the result of political agita-
tion against the railroads than It Is a
pure benevolence on their part It Is not
the result of the merger, though the econo-
mies of that operation may save shippers
from a return to old rates when the pres.
ent enormous business shall fall off. The
Independent roads Join those of the merger
In reducing rates, and none of them think
that the reaction wjjj diminish tarnlnss-I- t

Is quite certain that the reduction would
have come this year, had the Northern
Securities Company never been heard of.

This change is Blmply a step in the gen-
eral fall of prices of nearly everything
out moor, which has come about with the
higher development and better organiza-
tion of jndustry.ln the Improved condition
of enormously Increased demand for its
product Let the farmer consider his own
case. He ecus his wheat for much less
than 2Q years qgo. 'but he makes more
profit because It costs him so much less
to produce and market It The world Is
his market, instead of the neighborhood.
Improved machinery saves him large part
of the old Jabor ccat He can shiD for a
fraction of the old cost of transportation.
We have not the figures, but the coat of
sending Western wheat to the seaboard
cannot be one-ten- th what it was in the
early days of railroada.

If thl3 economic chance affects the farm- -
er.how much more powerfully must it af- -
ieci industries mat can make such enor
mous economies in production by operat
ing on a great scale. Iron and cotton
goods are sold at a fraction of the price
a generation ago, because they can be nro- -
duced so much more cheaply by Improved
machinery In the Immense quantities now
required for consumption, and because
they can be transported for a fraetlon of
the old cost After all, the diminished
cost of transportation has been the larg
est element In the reduction of' price to
the consumer on one side and tho In-

creased profit of the producer on tho
other. That has permitted the enormous
expansion of markets by which consumer
and producer have profited mutually; be
causo every reduction of price of any
article brought a new swarm of buyers
and every Increase of buyers permitted
cheaper production and a new reduction
of price. '.

Hardly any Industry In the world Is so
sensitive to the economies possible with
greatly Increased business as that of
transportation. Improved mechanical fa
cilities haye done a great deal to reduce
freight rates; but the Increase of traffic
to be carried has done far more. Take
an extreme case. It costs almost as much
to run a steamship from Liverpool to
Now York, or a train from New York to
Chicago, half full, as completely loaded
It costs n'eariv as much to build and main
tain a track between New York and Chi
cago for 10 trains a day as for 100 trams
Consider, then, the enormous economies
that have come to the railroads merely
through the filling up of the Western
country with people and the enormous m
crease In the raffle to be carried either
way.

Add to this the economies of mechanical
Improvement forced on the roads by press-
ure of business, and It will be seen that
the fall of freight rates Is even more
natural evolution than the fall in the price
of cotton and Iron goods. It has been go-

ing on for 30 years, 'and It has not come
to an end, because the country Is not yet
full of people apd ha3 not reached Its. llm
It of nroductlon of aoods to be exportea.
What has 'lust happened In Northwestern
freight rptes Is a single episode In a long
economic history, a single step in a. ipuiy
operation of natural law,

Mr. WntterBon Is Despondent.
Chicago Tribune.

Time was when the Kentucky gentleman
could stride proudly Into the political
arena and demand for his merits the rec?
ognttlon they deserved. It was not neces-
sary TTq'r him to cringe to a "boss" or buy
favor of a venal rabble In order to suc-
ceed." If defeated he was defeated by the
better man and came out) of the contest
with a clear conscience and clean hands.
The halcyon days have gone. There la
no denying It, for a Kentucklnn who knew
the old conditions and knows tho present
ones says so.

Henry Watterson would dearly love to
be Governor of Kentucky. Ho asks for
no prouder Inscription on his tombstone.
But he will not be a candidate for the
nomination. He says;

I am appalled by the conditions which the
successful candidate for ofllce piust needs meet
and overcome; the roguos and cheats-h- e must
court or cozen; the servility he must affect
or practice: the obligations he Incurs; the per-

sonal solicitation. Ignoble and humiliating; the
use of money, more or less corrupt and corrupt-
ing; for, though he have "an overwhelming ma-
jority of tho people at hl3 back, there stands,
the machine, first to be captured and then to
bo deplpyed, with all that this Implies.

Mr. Watterson is "too old to bo a ras-
cal," so he stands aside and lets the Igno-

ble throng strive for office. Tears flow
from "eyes unused to weep" when he con-

templates the degeneracy of politics In
Kentucky, the state of Clay, Crittenden,
Breckinridge and the Marehalls.

If a man as fervid and daring as Mr.
Watterson refuses to take up arms
against the "machine" in a stato where
there are no large city constituencies and
political conditions should be purer thanj
in many oujer siaies, nut ouijjiiaui
that less fiery and Impetuous spirits in
other states should think war on the
"machine" Is hopeless. Does Mr. Watter-
son "despair of the republic" or does he
dislike to exert himself? He throws cold
water on the aspirations of ajl the "ma-
chine smashers" of the .country Instead of
showing them how the work can be done
In Kentucky.

Sir. Austin's Pnlnfnl Omission.
New York Evening Post

In one matter Mr. Austin Is visibly
hampered by his position as a Republican
office-holde- r. Inhibited from breathing a
word about the sacred tariff. He reasons
with perfect correctness about the main
aspects of International traae. He cieany
perceives that it is, ih essence, a system
pf barter. We take from the Orient what
it has to give and what wo jwant, and we
sell to It what we produce and It needs.
But never a word has Mr. Austin to say
about the needless handicap which we put
upon our Pacific trade by protective du-
ties. One of his maps shows the articles
to be Imported. Among them are sugar,
wool, hl'les. But he Is disabled from re-
marking how our system of protection
keeps our merchants from bidding for
those products as the English can. It
Iks glaring In his argument this artificial
disadvantage of our Oriental trade but
It Is not for a aworn defender of the Re-
publican party to mention It If that
party or the Government of the United
States under any party ever seriously eets
itself to a rational fostering of our trans-
pacific commerce, one of the first things
It will have to do Is to remove the present
penalties It Inflicts upon that commerce
in tho form of a protective tariff. Until
wo do something of that sort, our trust
In "frontage" will prove vain, and
Mr. Austin's beautiful ellipses and radia-
tions will fill us with Joy, but not with
trade.

Rehabilitated Democracy.
Atlanta Journal.

With a return to that conservatism
which up to a few years ago had ever
Influenced and guided the Democratic
party public confidence in It and those of
Its leaders who represent that conserva-
tive spirit Is being restored, and thoso
do. not speak idly who assert that the
Democracy has good reason for expect-
ing to greatly Increase Its strength In the
next national Congress, even If It does
not actually control that branch of . the
Government

i

T0RTDR1NG A PRISONER.

Chicago Tribune.
An Army officer, speaking In defense of

the "water cure," said It did not compare
Jn cruelty with tho methods resorted to
by American police officials to extort con
fessions from men whom they suspected
of crime or of the knowledge of crime.
There was more truth than poetry In thi3
statement American police officials have
been known to rceort to refined and un
refined cruelty in order to make men talk.
Like the men who administered the
"water cure." they have argued that
"the end justified the meam?."

The Chicago police have had In custody
for some days the roan Thompson, whom
they suspect of knowing more than .he
has yet revealed about the crimes )f
young Bartholin, who Is believed to have
been guilty of a double murder. The po-

lice, looking on Thompson as a bird who
can alng, will not slng,and should bo made
to elng, have been laboring asslduously
Vlth him. They have cross-examin- and
recross-examlne- d him. so as to worry out
or mm tno information they think he has.
The "sweat box" treatment of threats and
coaxing to which he has been subjected is
Illegal lq the case of a man accused of
crime. If Thompson is withholding In
formation about a murder he Is an acces-
sory after the fact and Is punishable
therefor and should not be forced to con
fess his guilt

To deprive Thompson of aleeD to net In
formation out of him Is a3 cruel as It 13
Illegal. The Chicago police are accused of
tprturlng him after that fashion. The
afternoon papers of yesterday say that
mo ponce put in his cell on Wednesday
night a' detective who played the part of
a drunken tramp and kept Thompson
awake all night Treatment of this kind
Is apt to break o, man down and make
him say whatever it Is dealred he shall
say

The administering of the "third decree."
whether by kicking and beating a prisoner
or py depriving him of sleep. Is as illegal
and as Immoral as tho administration of
the "water cure." If the police are re-
sorting to Illegal methods to extort from
Thompson Information which they believe
ne naa they are The In
formation may be needed to further the
ends ot Justice, but it "is not lawful to put
u. mau io me torture to get It.

Boomerang Argument,
.Boston Herald.

ine esteemed Philadelnhla Prra Is
quite certain that the Cubans ousrht not
to be permitted to raise their tariff taxes
as a guarantee ror a loan. Why not
xne reason given by th& Presa Is that
the burden will fall heavily on the poor
people of the Island. Is that so? Do tar
iffs work that way In Cuba? Here In the
United States, as the Press and all the
protectionist newspapers have told us foryears, the tariff Is the boon of the Door:
It is that which enables them to live. The
tax which the tariff extorts comes out of
the people abroad who send goods here
to oe sold, or out of the benevolent lmporter. The consumers do not pay the
duties. But It appears that the case 13

otherwise In Cuba. Political economy
there works In another way. A hltrher
tariff on imported goods will be aij op--
jjiosiiuH oi we poor; a cerium ana so
severe an oppression that It Is the duty
of the United States, as a benevolent
guardian of the welfare of the Cuban
people, to forbid the consummation of
any such wrong. Cuba must not incur
a debt to be met by increased imports on
importations from other countries, the
United States for one. We should Hue
to see the Press showing mercy to the
poor or mis mna.

It Is Time to Stop.
Baltimore News.

A decision by the Controller of the
Treasury that Navy funds cannot be used
to entertain Congressmen or other officials
Invited by Secretary Moody to witness
the coming maneuvers has doubtless
spoiled a pleasant outing for some dlstln
gulshed statemen. The Controller was
once a Congressman and therefore knows
a thing or two about Junkets, and the
cqld, distant manner with which he Inti-
mates that he does not see that any good
will inure to tho Navy from the presenco
of the Congressmen gives rise to the sus-
picion that he Is laughing In his sleeve
while he digs Mr, Moody'a would-b- e
guests In the ribs.

Game La Is Playing.
New York Sun.

Governor La Follette seems to play the
country against the city. He wants "to
"sock it" to the railroads and other cor-
porations. He vetoes a dog tax law be-
cause "upon the farm the watch dog and
shepherd are cs much a necessity as the'
other domestic animals which they pro-
tect and guard," whereas In the cUy they
are a luxury and can bo dispensed with.
He vetoes a bill allowing railway compa-
nies to appoint policemen. A sop to the
corporation baiters. He makes an easy
popularity with the virtuous by prevent-
ing one Carter and one Root from having
a prizefight In the world-love- d town of
Oshkosh.

Republicans and the Tariff.
New York Evening Post

The exact position of Republicans is
that an unjust tariff Is crying out for
urgent revision, that they are the only
ones who can do the work, and that they
will do It Just one day after never. This
Is the true tariff faith, which If any Re-
publican do not profess he shall without
doubt everlastingly fall of getting a cam-
paign fund.

PERSON'S WORTH KNQWING ABOUT.

William Cox. a private in the British Army,
who has Just died, enjoyed the unique dis-
tinction of being the only soldier In Lord Rob-
erts' army who declined a commission. Re
wore more medals won by personal bravery
than any other roan In the military force of
the empire.

Kaglyanpe. a Sioux Indian from
Fort Shaw. Mont., has Just bem elected leader
of the municipal band of Carlisle. Pa., and
thus enjoys the distinction of being the first
red man to assume dictatorship of a musical
organization composed entirely of whites.

Tho Democratic nominee for State Superin-
tendent of Schools In North Dakota, V.

Is but 22 years old, but has taught In
the public schools. Including- tho Kindred High
School, for the last Ave years. He Is also
somothlng ot a poet, having produced verses
of considerably merit.

Professor Sledd. of Emory College, in Geor-
gia, has resigned his place because of tho
storm of condemnation he has aroused In that
state and other parts of the South by an arti-
cle he wrote on the negro question for a North-
ern magazine. Some of his statements In criti-
cism of the whites were exceedingly strong.

Since Charles H. Moore, the first colored
graduate of Amherst College, left that Insti-
tution n 1878. he has been engaged In educa-
tional work In North Carolina, his native
state. For the last five years he has been at
the head ot the academic department of the
agricultural and mechanical college for tho
colored raco ot Greensboro,

Lord Rosebery one time sat next to a farmer
at his estate dinner, and the confiding man
whispered to his host when the Ice pudding
was brought; "The pudding has been frozen."
The thanking the farmer and
looking surprised, called to a waiter, said
something, and then, turning to the farmer
again, said: "They tell me tho pudding has
been froren on purpose!"

James B. CQnolly. whoso stories of sea ad-

ventures have given him high rank among
the younger American writers, is off on a
European trip in search ot new seas to con-
quer. His Gloucester yarns are well known.
Last year he was living with the fisherfolk qf
the North Sea and the Baltic Now ho has
turned his face southward and will cast his
lot with the eallors and fishermen of the Medi-
terranean and other Southern seas.

"William Watson, who succeeded to a large
part of Lord Tennyson's pension and was, no
doubt. Intended by Mr. Gladstone for the
laureateshlp. Is 44. He was born at Wharfe-dal- e.

In Yorkshire, and gavo early signs of
literary genius. It was not until 1602, how-
ever, that he gained adequate recognition with
his poem on "Wordsworth's Grave." The
classic beauty and the absence of affectation
jn his work have steadily won for him the
admiration of all who care for poetry.

NOTE AND COMMENT.

The day3 of our youth are the days of
our glory, when a circus Is In town.

Charles Schwab, of the steel trust, finds
a salary of Jl a week healthier than on$
of 51.000,000 a year.

Why was it that when wo went to
school, teachers were never known to
tako examinations?

An actress mistook carbolic acid for
face lotion. She decided this was Just aA
good as to have her diamonds stolen.

Harry Tracy's body lies la
the grave, but his soul goes marching on.
Ask those who are fighting for the reward.

Of course, each of the glrl3 would have
been a more beautiful and gracious Car-
nival Queen than any one of them, but
this Is only to be thought, not spoken.

Porto Cabello has recovered its com-
posure. It thought It was captured by
the insurgents, but the enemy was only
a herd of cattle that rushed by the town.

May Yohe and "Putty" Strong say they
wll never return to the United States and
will go to a place where there are no
reporters. And yet some people belleva
reporters are a bane.

A Cossack Is walking around the wor!4
to study social conditions. That's why
he Is walking, and if nobody ever studied
social conditions bejtore, it's because no-

body ever walked to do It.

Our own Dinger Hermann 13 with ua
again. It rejoices our souls no less than
his that In Oregon rest tho pillars of a,

fame that reach up even to the Nation's
high councils. These were humble be
ginnings, here In Oregon, and we feel alt
the humbler when he deigns to mova
among us. It gratifies us also that wo can;

be to him the means of higher greatness.

Since the Declaration of Independence
the Catholic church has grown faster in
America than any other. In 1776 the
Catholics were onernlnetleth part of tho
population of tho 13 states; now they are
somewhat less than one-fift- h. This la
brought out by Salvatore Cortesl la the
latest Independent He assigns as tho
chief cause of this marvelous growth the
complete separation of church and stato
in America, In no other nation has the
church had this progress. Governor Taft
in his address to Leo XIII pointed thU
out clearly and showed that In tho UnlteS
States all churches were more securo

than In countries where there la said to
bo a union between church and state.
These facts explain the attitude of in-

telligent Catholics in the Philippines.

His name was Tong Jack, Chinese,

enough, to be sure, but it belonged tq

a being whose humanity rose above
racial distinction to the common heritage
of all men. In his breast beat a heart
as warmly as under a skin of white, and
through bis veins coursed a stream as
highly tinted as If It were Christian. He
had a laundry inCambridge, Md., adjoin-

ing the house of Jamos A. McAlister.
Mr. McAlister would havo preferred an-

other neighbor, but Tong Jack minded
hl3 own business so faithfully that tho
American respected the rights of the
alien. When boys annoyed the dlsclpla
of Confucius, McAlister took his part
Then McAlister fell sick. "Tong Jack
sent flowers to the man with constant
solicitude. When the patient died. Jack's
Prtff was Intense. He provided 40 car
riages for the funeral, robed himself
In mourning white and followed the body
to the grave with every expression of
sorrow. Who Is the more human-To- ns

Jack or his persecutors?

The most Interesting of the large ln--;

stallment ot historical manuscripts pub-

lished In the June Bulletin of the Boston-Publi-

Library Is Daniel Webster's an-

swer to a request of Theophllus Parsons
for advice In regard to the conduct of the "

Boston Dally Advertiser. He refers to It
as "a respectable print, conducted with
Judgment and Intelligence." but wishes
that the editor, Mr. Hale, "had more dls- -i

position to seize on great National ques-

tions, discuss them. In all their forms,,
and awaken a livelier interest in the pro-- 1

ceedlngs of the Genl. Govt ... If 0
paper Is Intended to be a mere chronicle,
that Is one thing, but If It be meant to
perform a political part, It must havo
discussion, spirited paragraphs, and tho
power and habit of presenting great
truths In a variety of form. In a slnglo
discourse repetition Is in bad taste. But
the press cannot be effective without!
much of it It must renew today the ar-
guments. of yesterday, and thus hold up
constantly the truths which It wishes tot
Impress on the public mind.

efforts of this kind can alone con- -'

stltute what we call a vigorous press." ,

The Wisconsin Fish Commission ha
experimented largely In the matter o&
transplantation, arid whilo its work has
been highly valuable It has met with,'
many failures, particularly In the way o

Pacific Slope trout, hoth of the ordinary
and etcelhead varieties. Rainbows hava'
been taken over, Dolly Vardens, th
Mount Shasta trout which In Its native
water Is a very vicious steelhead Indeed,
Montana trout and other sorts of salmon-He- a,

but nothing has been put into
Wisconsin water yet which Is as good
as the native brook trout Moreover, tha
state has many amateur pisciculturists
who put fish Into the water wlt bene-
ficial Intent and leavo other folks to
have trouble with them. Some of thenx
aro in the class with men who brought
English sparrows to thl3 country, the San
Jose scale, the Russian thistle and such
things. Some time ago one of these well-meani-ng

persons put a lot of German
carp Into Lake Koshkonong. Koshkonong
five years ago was tho greatest inland
water for ttinvasback ducks In the world,
since It was matted with wild celery and
the big fellows came to It from a thou-
sand mJIea afar. The carp have eaten
all of the celery as well as forty million
tons of mud, and loaf about, rotund,
sleepy, happy and worthless, but there ara
no canvasbacks.

PLEASANTRIES OP PAHAGHAPIIER3

At Long Beach. Impecune Which of old
Moneyponny's daughters are you going to
propose to? Foreign Count Ob. the youngest
one, first. Judge.

Algy When he married the widow ha
stopped smoking. Maud Why? Algy Well,
she gave up her weeds for him and he gav
up the weed for her. Tlt-Blt- s.

Tho New Regime. "Have they been In so-
ciety long?" "Only about a week." "How's
that?" "Eefore that they colled their chef
a cook." Chicago Record-Heral- d.

Beats the Record. "What. sir. I ask you. U
as. deeply profound, as majestically Impres-.slv- o

as the sllenca of eternity?" "H'ml What
"about the silence Just preceding the curtain
lecture?" Baltimore News.

His Situation. "So you ran across Dingbat
In New York, did you? Has he a good posi-

tion there?" "He had when I saw him last.
He wa3 sitting in a hammock with the daugh-
ter of a big banker." Chicago Tribune.

Tho 'Cost of I. "I wonder If advertising like
this." said the unsophisticated youth, after
looking over tho department store announce-
ment "Is "really expensive?" "Walt till you
get a wife wb reads those ,ads and you'll find

J. out" replied Pbamllman. Philadelphia Prest


