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CUBAN EMBARRASSMENTS.

When Cuba was turned over to the
Cubans Jess than three months ago, her
public finances were in wholesome cog-
ditlon. In spite of the chaos, in which
we found the affairs of the island, and
notwithetanding the extraordinary ex-
penses of mMAKIDE & Slart on & OEW and
more sfficlent basls, the lsland revenucs
reckoned for the whole period of Amer-
jean occupation more thyn supporied
the svstem. The total expense during
the four vears of our adminisiration
was $55.270,000. The total income for
the same period was $67,200,000. The
Aifference between these totals, close
upon 3200000, was turned over to the
Cuban Government when our officers
retired from the tsland in May.

This wae Jess than three months ago,
and already the new government |s in
financial distress. lts revenues have
fallen off by more than one-half, ex-
penses have increased, scandals have
developsd In some branches of the ad-
minlgtration, business iz flat. The new
government finds 1tself unable to pay Its
way of the basis of itz Immediate re-
celpts, and on top of this i has taken
upon itself as a means of meintaining
the political peace of the island a lot
of outworn military clalme dating from
ithe revolutionary perlod before ithe
Tnited States took 2 hand in Cuban af-
falrs. It is proposed, too, to help out
the distressed spzar planters, who no
longer have banking credit, by loans
direct from the island treasury. 1f this
jonn which the Cuban Congress has al-
ready authorized shall be negotiated,
33000000 will go to pay the debis of
the revolutionary junta, $4,000,000 will
Ev to the sugar planters, and the re-
mailnder will b2 pald to the men who
gerved In the revolutionary armies
They got no pay while they were fight.
ing the Spaniards, and it has been tacit-
Iy undérstood that the new government
would do something for them. Indeed,
it is necessary to do something, since
they are a sirong politlcal force, and §f
they are not piacated, will make things
unpleasant not only for the present gov-
ernment, but for every other which
shall wucceed it, until thelr demands
are pald,

American finunciers are fearful that
Cubsa cannot in her present condltion
carry the interest upon the proposed
delit and at the same time keep up her
eurrent expenszes. ‘That she is not doing
it now lg certain, and until the sogar
mwarket Improves there is small prospect
that times will be better with her. And
In this sltuation it Is Intimated that the
Unlted Btates may step in to prevent the
ereation of the debt, The Platt amend-
ment, which ls part of the compact be-
tween Cuoba smd this country, pre-
#mribes that the Cuban Government
*“shall not assume or contract sny pub-
lic obligation to pay the Interest upon
which snd to make reasonable sinking
fund provision for the uitimats dis-
charge of which the ordinary revenues
of the Island of Cubs, after defray-
ing ths current expenses of the gov-
erdment, shall be nadequate” Tnder
this compac; the Tnlied States clearly
bas the right to prevent Cuba from as-
suming a debt which is beyond her visl-
ble poyer to sustain. There are no In-
timatitns of President Roosevelt's view
in the matter beyvond the general cer-
tainty that it will be prompted by a
wish to help the #sland government
through It diiemma His faith In
the fimancial and general future of
the lsland s wvery great. and he
wili probably be less fearful than
the finanoclers of the abllity of the Cu-
ban Government 1o mest its obligations,
inciuding thoss which it le propossd 1o
erente for the purposs of wiping out the
revolutionary clalms and relleving the
distress of the sugar planters,

The sudden financinl shortsge of the
Cuban revenuss may to some exient be
oocasioned by the distress of the sugar
planters, which our Congress refused to
relieve by the reciprocity scheme, but
the reot of it Hee deeper than this, The
real difficulty e that as matters Gow
siand in Cuba there Is no general com-
mereis] confidence in the immediate fu-
ture of the island The one essential
condition of Cuban prosperity |s a close
connection with the United States, with
free entrance into our markets. With-
out this privilege theéres & no way by
which the isiind ean take care of itself
on the basis of Its exising ambitions
and pretensions.

The logic of the sltuation ls very
plaln. The Cubans will weary of an
“Independence” which binds them 1o
poverty and which stays the progres-
sive movement =0 handsomely begun
under American rule. They will soon
pee, what all the rest of the world al-
ready sots, namely, that they will be
better off In every way under the ecagle's
wing and they will ask to be let in.

‘ e —

The late Tnited Stales Senator Mo-

|

years of age, but he was a very rich
man, whoe during his thirteen years of
life at Waghington entertained company
with & lUberal band and accepted en-
tertainment of like character. He led a
eedentary life In a very trying climate;
he was a hard-working man of business
on his committees and it 1s not surpris-
ing that he died of heart fallure, He
tived high, he took Httle or no exercise,
and he sworked hard at the sedentary
iabor of his commities. If hée was nat-
ugrally of foll-blooded temperament,
weakness of the heart would natoraily
follow his method of iife. He dled very
much as dld Governor Flower, of New
York :
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ATTITUDE OF THE EMPLOYERS.

The great Pennsylvania coal strike
has now jasted three monthe People
in New York City.who must have coal
are now paying from 38 to 510 a ton for
. It s certain thay coal will command
very high prices through the Winter.
The Civic Federation committes has
never lifted 2 finger to promote arbltra-
tion in this particular contest, although
it includes Grover Clevelnnd, ex-Secre-
tary Bliss, Archhishop Ireland, Bishop
Potter, Charies Francls Adams, Presl-
dent Ellot, Charles M. Schwab and Johe
D. Rockefeller, Jr. The ldea of this
federation wae through the voluntary
action of philanthrople cliizens and
eminent men of business to secure a
general application”of the principle of
arbitration as s preventive of strikes
Nevertheless, dutslde of Mr. Hanna, not
one member of this Civic Federation
has urged the operators to arbitrate or
denounced thelr refusal to arbitrate.
The usefulness of the Civie Federation
ls ended through its consplenous Inac-
tivity.

The present situation is peculiar and

without ppecedont in this, that the em-
ployers refume to attempt the operation
of their minea The price of coal has
Eome up to very high figures every-
where, and even after the settlement of
the strike the cost of coal ls =ure to be
képt above the normal rates throughout
the Autumn and Winter. Everybody
who uses coal will suffer because of this
labor controversy in the coal regioss of
Pennsyivania. The poor in the great
cities of the East will suffer the warst,
and upon the public will be entalled
the discomfort consequent upon the sub-
stltution of soft coal,
The New York Evening Post makes
these palpable facts the text for the
discussdon of a pew question ralsed by
the existing sitoation. Briefly stated,
the essence of the argument of the Post
i= that coal is a necessity In 80 many
kinds of business and in &0 many homes
that 8 coal sirike 1s mot & matter of
Itmited concerm, for the suspension of
its production means hardship to a host
of people. A frapchiss (0 a siresi-car
line alwaye requires the holder to run
cars over It. 1If p strike brecks out the
company I8 legally bound without delay
to hire new men and st them to work.
The Pennsylvania Rallroad is bound by
statute 10 transport passengers betwegn
Philadelphia and Pittsburg, and If its
whole force should strike today the pub-
ltc wouid insist that trains should be
run. The conclusion of the Post is that
the mining of coal in Pennsylvania le of
vastly more Importance to the people
of the United States than the running
of street-cars in Philadelphia or the
operation of passenger and freight
trains between that clty and Pittsburg.
Milliona of people In New Jersey, New
York and New England are dependent
upont Pennsylvanin for thelr supply of
anthracite coal. These users of one of
the great necessities of. life are at the
mercy of these Pennsylvania coal op-
erators, who 4t present seem to b= able
to defy all legal pressure to compel
them to resume production on the best
terms they can make with whatever
men they can employ. These men not
ouly refuse 1o grant the demands of
thelr former emplayes, but they refraln
from tryving to work thelr mines with
Lew men.

The purpos: of thepe mine operntnrs
is plaln enough; they evidently think
they can make mores money by keeping
the mines clossd, starving the =trikers
inte surrender and breaking up the
union orgacization than they could by
continuing to work the mines with such
men as they could obtain. They are
ocpen 1o no legal Interference in thelr
nction, but the Post warns them that
they cannot afford to defy public opin-
lon In this matter. Publle opirion will
josist that the mining of coal should be
resumed; that the mines be worked as
fully as possible by the employing of
all fit men whoee services can be se-
cured. The authoritles are bound to
furnish them with ali needed protection.
The mine operators will do well to heed
this word of warning, for the Ametican
people will not long permit a group of
mineowners 0 stop the production of
one «f the prime necessitiés of e, to
produce an artificlal soarclty and =
period of extravagant prices for fuel
) eerve the selfsh purposes of a greedy
corporution, ’

These mine operators would do well
to remember that they cannot afford to
incur public odlum by thelr policy, for
public hostility will surely make them
ferl the pinch of obstroctive lnws Fur-
thermore, themse mine operators would

public sympathy and
public hostility cost the raflroad cor-
porations In the Pittsburg riots of 1877,
It &t this Inte date the

tuln, doubtiess destructive riots would

minecowmers have probably refrained

sivage, dsstructive temper

tacle of the resumption of coal mining
today. If It should come 0 a serious
riot, the mine operators would find small
support in publle sympathy, for they
refused to arb{rnle and they have ro-

not only by the strikers, but by the gen-

plcked.

Noting

safety and qu

Millun was but & little more than 64

do well not to forget what the loss of
the burden of

mineowners
should undertake 10 operate the mines
with such workmen ae they cculd ob-

take place, and to avold these riots the

froom working the mines. But when the
strikers begin to feel the pilnch of poy-
erty they are quite as lkely to be In a
against
those who have gtarved them into sub-
mission as they would be at the spec-

fused to work the mines: Lthey are hated

eral publlec, whose pocket they have

the extensive preparalions
that are being made In Washington to
care for the old soldiers who will at-
tend the annual epcampment of the G,
A. R o that clty, one 1§ Impressed
with the folly that urges infirm and
aged men to undertake the fatigues of
such an octasion. Among the srrange-
menis pecessary to provide for them Is
an army hosp'tal, where they will be
cared for If etricken with {llness, over-
came by fatigue or disabled through
accldent indldent to overcrowding, to
the display of fireworks, #te. Old men
In the ordinary walks of life prefer ths
of thelr usual ablding-
places (o the fatigue, the jostiing and
the dangere of overexertion and over-
crowding. It is oot o much to sup- |

the wiser among the hoat that
be Bonored ftitle of Grand Army
veterans share this very natural prefer-
ence of age for quiet and needful resi
There l=, however, an army many thou-
sand strong that attends these abnual
encampments, and for these in thelr age
and weakness the Government has gen-
erously and thoughtfully provided lodg-
inge In the Governmment printing oflice
and In hundreds of tents. The ochlef
pleasure o ojd age, after all, Is In doing
what the individual wants to do, even
if he faints or is crippled in the effort.

=

AX EPOCH IN FREIGHT RATES.

President Btickney, of the Chicsgo
CGreat Western Railway, has lssued an
flluminative statement touching the re-
lations between the packing-house in-
terests of the country and the trans-
poriation comparies. He can afford to
do this becaure he has closed a contract
with the packing-houses whereby his
raliroad Is guaranteed a cértaln share of
their (raffic at rates 15 to 20 per cent
higher than have prpevalled during the
past fifteen years, and the business s to
bedone openly and above board, and the
| retes are to continus wunchanged
| through a perlod of seven years. The
revenue which the Great Western Rall-
road will recelve from these coniracis
is estimated at $14,000,000 If the volume
of packing-houss (raffic shall remaln
unchanged, and If the Increase =hall be
|pr\'w[\ortlonmrly great as it has been
In the past seven years the contracts
will bring the Great Western about
$20,000,000, With this transacilon con-
cluded In mccordance with the fullest
gtatutory requirements, President Stick-
ney can afford to speak candidly of a
matter that has long vexed the indus
trial and commercial warid.

The story that was brought out In evi-
dence before the Interstate Commerce
Commimsion several months ago was
never before made so clear as Presl-
dent Stickney puts it He makes no
pretense that the law was ever obeyed
in good falth so far as the shippiog of
packing-house producte was concerned.
The rates published when the ihter-
| ®tate commerce law went Intd effect
| were much higher than the business had
| been adjnsted to, and they could not

ditions of the Public Ledger by & Sun-
day isue of the combined jourmals
Representing through the long years of
Its publication the older views of Lhe
community: speaking to the conserva-
tive element and maintalning inflexibly
the highest ideals in journaliym ac-
cording to standards approved by tra-
dition, the Public Ledger has not until
now responded to the demand for the
Sunday aewspaper. It was the last of
the great dally néwspapers of Philadel-
phis to diseard the “blanket” form; the
last to admit pletures of men and events
to Its columns, snd among the last to
recognize the Sunday issus as a legiti-
mate feature of American journalism.
Having dome nothing bastlly; having
grown with the growth and strength-
ened with the strength of the age, the
Public Ledger wheels Into line with
other great journals that have respond-
ed somewhat more promptly in the past
to the demands of time and change than
1t has donme, and in Its consolidated
form will issue s Sunday edition that
will be "a clean and decent, dignified
newspaper, upholding all that is good
nod true and honorable, and all that
makes for the befterment of mankind.”

The stubbornness of tradition has sel-
dom yielded more gracefully than In
this instanes to the calm, persigtent,
always persuasive prigcliple of growth.
Recognition of Sunday as a day of rest
and general cesmtion from usual pur-
suits is declared; reverence for the day
as sa admirable American institution
that It is manifestly to the general ad-
vantage not to ignore, is maintained,
but Sabbatarianism In lle narrow sense
Is dismissed In the interest of public
and journalistic progress. The signil-
cance of this change need not be fur-
ther polated out. The most cursory
observer will readlly see and inter-
pret it

Farmers and others in Eastern Oregon
pnd Washington who are always as-
gerting that the grain lande of that re-
glon are “inexhaustible” would do well
to give beed to the dispatch in yester-
day's Oregonian =ettimg forth the con-
ditlons which overculture of the wheat
fields of Western Oregon have wrought.
The long-cropped lands no longer turn

be coliseted. After a brief attempt ta
| hold up to tarlf, secret cutls, rebates
and agreements became the rule again,
and thery contipusd up to the time when
the injunction writs were served last
Bpring. This put 2n énd to the “misery
of llving In the shadow of the Peni-
tentiary."” as Presldent Stickney puts It,
and not only prescoted an opportunity
for adjusting matiers on & new, basis,
but made it positively necessary to do
s0. Then carriers and shippers got to-
gether. The packers showed that the
average of thelr payments betw=en the
Missourl River and Chirago for a period
of fifteen years was a trifle lees than 16
cénts per 100 pounds They expressed
willingness to pay a rate 15 per cent
higher, provided it could be made uni-
form &nd stable. The 154 cents would
have been acceptable to the carriers,
but the livestock rate was 21 centa, and
the Interstate Commerce Commisslon
had made a ruling that the rate on live-
stock should oot be higher than that on
packing-house products, So fnally the
23-cent rate was fixed for both, and it
| has been In effect eince July 1. This is
an advance of 50 per cent In the rate on
packing-house products—so great an in.
ereass that it would sfem to justify the
conclusion of President Btickney that It
would hold oanly urtil there shouid be
devised “some ingenlous subterfuge cir-
cumventing ithe Injunction of the court.™
Taking time by the fofelock, he made
the contracts which are belleved to
murk an epoch In transportation affalrs
n this country.

it is interesting to note that both sidsa
bhad become weary of the old siteation,
and the packers themselves volunteersd
to pay an advance of 15 per eent for
uniformity and stabllity. The expense
of geiting a® Jow rates as anybody else
in the field was a conslderable burden
to the packers. And them they were
never gure that competitors 4id not en-
Joy even more favorable rates. From
every point of view 1t was unsatiafac-
tory, as much to the carriers as to the
shippers. But they, could not free them-
acives from the bonds that a flerce com-
petition had wrought about them. It
required the summary process of a8
eourt to do this. And now it is found to
be comparatively easy (o deal on a
baris of stabllity that was hardly
dreamed of before. The new contracts
nbsolutely fix the price of traasporta-
tion om packing-house producis for a
term of seven years The Great West-
ern contracis are enforceable regardless
of terms that may be arranged betwesn
the packers and other rallroads. The
paciers are bound to dellver a certaln
proportion of thelr output to the Great
Westerm Rallroad for transport, sad
the railroad is bound to perform the
gervice on the terms stated., The con-
tract rates are opén to the publlc, o
there wiil e no diserimination. They
mean business stabliily, aod the result
of thelr operation will be watiched with
unusual interest. If the plan shall work
out according to design, a long step
will bave been taken toward putting
the transportation business on a proper
basls—and the first Important step In
months not in the direction of direct
Government control of the rallroads,

A SIGNIFICANT COMBINATION.

The combination of two Ereal news-
papers of Philadelphla—the « Public
Ledger and the Times—is significant of
the change that Is going on In the jour-
nalistic world In sympathy with the
business, educational and Industrial de.
velopment of the age. This change
represents & consolldstion of Interests
that are Interwoven with the vital prin-
ciple of growth tbat makes a commu.
pity a representalive one In prosperity,
purpose and influence, It says plainly
that the day of small things has passed:
that ecomomy snd bsefulness in the
widest as well as the subtlest sonse are
served by concemtration of effart. As
t-eet forth In the manifesto published by
both journals in their Jast separate is-
sues, "both are devoted to the same
ends, and represent the same jdeals and
purpiess in journalism.” Purchases had
brought them under one ownership, and
obviously they could not follow differ-
ent ldealn or malotain divergent views
without discrediting the mnincerity of
both and “degrading journallsm to &
mere commerciallsm, fatal to its char-
acter.”

It needs no argument to. support
the siatement (hat the publie Is bet-
ter served by a (ew strong, well-gus-
tained newspapers, each filllng its own
chosen fleld, than b¥ a larger num-
ber whose competition must be often
unprofitable and barmful. The state-
ment but presenta a self-evident fact,
thongh pronf has often been nnneces-
sarily adduced through unwise at.
temptn to controvert It

A significant feature of this combl-
eation ¥ the inbovation upon the tra-
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off the great crops which made the
couniry famour, and even under the
]Snmmfr-fuliuw system of culture re-
|wrru| are disappointing. This, bear in
mind, In a reglon where sixty bushels
te the acre was not uncommon (or a
lorg period, andachere It was presumed
during many credulous years that the
soll was “inexhaustible,” There never
wes a soll yet—nor a bank account—
that was inexhaustible, and there never
! will be; and whoever goss upon the the-
ory that there is will some day find out
| his mistake. Nor le there any reason to
| be surprised if the Summer-fallow de-
viee in course of time fails to produce
resulte. The practice of Summer-fal-
lowing |s helpful to crops because it
| permits chemical naction operating
through exposure 10 release certaln
qualities of the pll. But it adds noth-
ing to the soil. The deterioration of
the wheat guallty in the long-cropped
lnnds of the Willamette Valley Is no
| hardship, because it prompis farmers (o
othér and more prafitable uses of thelr
lands. It will tend to expedite changes
which are needful for the good of the
country; to bring about the rotation
of crops, and the practice of cattle and
eheep-kKeeping, to which Westem Ore-
gon ls especinlly adapted, but which
have becn measurably delayed by the
unwillingness of many farmers to (um
thelr energles Ints new channels

The presence in Oregon of Mr. Newell,
chisf engineer of the reclamation serv-
les, and his active and manifest inter-
eést In the Oregon Irrigation fleid, are
facts of very considerable significance,
for it will largely rest with Mr. Newell
to determine where the efforts of the
Government are to be expended in the
matter of National frrirgation enter-
prise. The reclamation service wlil nat-
urally wish to make a good beginning
in the great work which has been as-
sigoned to i, and there are conditions
here which might easlly determine the
¢holes of place for a firet large effort to
fall to ue. Mr, Newell's suggestion that
the situation is one properly appealing
to the-ambition and energy of our com-
mercial bodles can hardly have been
made carelessly. We shall do well to
take It serlously and present o the au-
thorities at Washingtion such sugges-
tions as may confirm whatever report
Mr. Newell may make fevorably to Ore-
gon interesta The Oregonlan commends
the matter to the Portland Chamber of
Commerce, and suggests Lhat it Invite
Congressman-elect Willlamson, an en-
thusiastic Irrigationist and a resident
of the seml-arid belt, to co-operate In
preparing its presentment.

The consolidation of the Philadelphia
Publle Ledger and the FPhiladelphia
Times ls not the only recent incident of
the kind in the newspaper world., It ls
only & few weeks back that the Des
Molnes Register and the Des Molaes
Newn, both old and successful papers,
united under opne ownership and one
name. Thke tendency, where the wish s
to malntain Jourcallsm on & high basis,
is (0 ellminate rather than to promote
competition. And there Is good reason
for this, since competition among news-
papers operating in the same fleld is
essentially demorailzing. Its effect is
to limit the independence and courage
upon which the character of a news-
paper depends, and to promote the
“wide-open™ policles which appeal to »
wide if not a discriminating circle of
readers. In a clty notable for the num-
ber of ite newepapers, the quality of
the papers is always sure to be bad, for
the methods to which they must resort
In the fight for circulation tend surely
to thelr common wvulgarizgation, This
fact is lliustrated at San Franciseo, at
Denver and at every other place where
there are many newspapers, and no
one among them all which is not & dis-
credit and a reproach.

The President of Cuba—and possibly
the President of the United States as
weli—would be well pleasred to see o lib-
¢ral lssue of Cuban bonds held in the
United States in the hope that it might
have a stimulating Influence upon
American sentlment towapds Cuban
reciprocity and other proposalk looking
to tariff concessions on our part.

Just how Senator Platt Is golng 1o
ecarry on n mixed Congressional and
state campalgn In New York without
reference to the Natlonal issues It is not
easy to see, Furthermore, the honora-
ble Senator ought to know that the Re-
publican party did not win its place and
wiil ot malntain it by an issue-dodging

policy.

“Whother BEryan 18 to be & candidats
or net s oot certaln, but It s plaln that
no candidale will be mamed over his

we have thought all along, the
has lightened our sorrows and added
plquancy to our joys—that he of all men
should fall under the ban of & mountain
municipality. What microbe of reform
can have Infected the city that dwells
lovingly on Its wicked past, that adver-
tises [ts climate, ita modernness, [t8 pro-
gressiveness® Is it possible that the high
altitude extends even to the moral realm?
Somehow with & boy It seems a Deces-
sity to do a certaln amount of what he
ought not to do. Even the man who feels
that to break something is a cry of his
tnner soul may fnd solace In the story
of “Huekieberry Finn'" and so be  sat-
iafled without paying a fine. And boye
whose homes would be overrun with ex-
uberant viciousness read the nutritious
tale of Mark Twain, and their families
are spared the expense of a funeral
That is what a humorist s for—to turn
our impulses into the mild channel of
bharmiess fun.

There is a notiee on the front page of
the tabooed book which covers the of-
fense of the Denver Public Library. It
rends: ‘“‘Notice! Persons attempting to
find a motive In this narmative will be
prosecufed; persons attempting to find a
moral In It will be banished; persons at-
tempting to find a plot in It will be shot.
By order of the author, per G. Q.. Chlet
or . Ordnance.” Sir Walter Besant, the
famoun English novellst and reformer,
sald that the Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn was the best book he had ever read.
A thousand other men of note will testify
to the fact that it is & clasaic At to be
in the hand of any boy, and all the
protests of Denver will fall on the stony
ground of American common sense.

Miss Jsom, chlef librarfan of the Port-
iand Publiec Library, when informed of
the actiom of the Denver lbrary, was
very much amused. *I cannot under-
stand " she sald. *“What there 1s im-
moral or sacrilegious about it I cannot
concelve. Of course, there is always the
question of what should be handed out
and what should not. In this library we
draw the line at the work of the de-
cadepts. I would not allow a book lke
Bir Richard Calmady to be generally
and indiscriminately circulated, for 1 do
not belleve In the spirit of it. That is
the deciding point often—the spirt in
which things are treated. Occasionally
we come upon a book which many peo-
ple might consider hardly fit to be read,
yet it Is a classic, and as such must be
included In a complete library.”™

Inquiry among vurious men about town
made it plain that every man and boyr In
Portland who reads st all has read
“Huckleberry.” At the mere mention of
the book, a reminiscent smile’ creeps
around the corners of the mouth, and a
tender twinkie comes into the eyes. It in
worth while somstimes to stop and take
stock of what people read, and one will
not have to go far to see that Mark
Twaln Is the most universally loved and
read of all the writers of this country.

To be sure, there are men of Jofty deas
and literary prudishness who scorn this
sort of writing. But they usually are the
first with thelr encomiums when the writ-
er is gone, and wo may be sure that when
Mark Twaln goes—which may It be long
hence—they will step forth from thelr
Wterary rookeries and join In the univer-
sal acclaim. But Mark himeself deprecates
posthumous fame. He has sald again
and agrin that to be allve is better than
to be dead. and it would be well If the
upland districts of Colorado would make
the same preference. If the directors and
trustees who banished *“Huckieberry
Finn" will remove their biack mitte and
lay aside thelr green reticules jong
enough Lo peruse the story, perhaps they
would find that the wholesome fun of
our genlal Twaln ls worth an oceanful of
the toothbrush maunderings of Mary
MacLane, whose book. according to rell-
able reports, Denverites read with avid-
Ity.

The end of chapter 33 of “Huckieberry
Finn" reads as follows:

Bo we poked along back bome, and I warn't
feeling »o brash as I was before, but kind of
ornery, and humble. and to blame, somebow—
though 1 hadn't dene pothing. But that's
always the way: it don't make no difference
whether you 40 right or wroag, & person’s con-
science aln't got no sense, and Just goea for
hitn anyway If [ had & yaller dog that duln't
know po more than a person’s consclence does,
I would polsen bim. IiL taked Wp mors roden
than all the rest of & person's inaldes, aad yet
ain't no good nohow. Tom Bawyer, he says
the same.

o do we all of us when the consclence

is that of ths Denver Public Library.

Henderson and Reed.
Detrolt Free Preas,

Perhaps It 1s better on the whaole that
the Speakership should be fAlled by a man
af the Henderson callber than by a man
of the Reed caliber, The Hendersons will
the sooner discredit the arbitrary rules of
the Houss and enable that body the sooner
to réesume its former deliberative charac-
ter. Only & man of conspicuous ahility
coulid have fastened the Reed rules upon
the House. ‘They are a weapon for-glants,
not for plemics, While they have accom-
plished the purposs for which they were
intended, they have also achieved results
that even Mr. Reed dld not foresee, They
have made the House a mere machine
for recording the will of the Speaker.
They have destroyed debate and made all
discussion purely perfunctory. They have
thrown all t(he power and all the respon-
sivility for legislation (nto the hands of
the Senate, thé body which the {ramers of
the Constitution intended omly as a check
on the possible excesses of the direct rep-
resentatives of the people. The Reed
rules have shriveled the lower house, and

peta,

Times Changed,
Baltimore News.

*HPut before wo were married,” ahe
complained, “you used to give me beau-
tiful presents.”

“Yesa, but a dollar looked lke a dime
then, and now—er—a dime looks like a
miracle!™ ~

The Rhodora,

ON BEING AFKED, WHENCE
FLOWER.

Halph Waldo Emerson.
In May, when rea-winds plerced our solltudes,
I tound the fresh Rhodora in the woods,
Bpreading Ita leafless blooms In a damp mook,
To pleass the dmsert and the sluggish brook.
The purpie petals, fallen in the ool
Mads the hlack water with theélr beauty gay:
Here might the red-bird come his plumes to sool
And court the flower that cheapens his armay.
Rhodora! if the sages aak thee why
Thie charm Is wasted on the esarth and sky,
Teil' them, dear, that {f eyes were made for

weeins,

Then beauty In its own excuse for being:
there, O rival of the rose™
1 mever knew:
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transformed its members [nto mere pup- |

fsh board of trade has reached thes com-
clusion that Great Britaln cannot expect
to maintsin her past commercial suprem-
gcy, at any rate without strenvous effort
and careful, energetlc Impruvement In
business methods,
It does not require all the detail of the
department’s report to compel sss=nt 0
such s proposition, since its truth is ob-
vious from a mers satement of the
growth of population in Great Britain, the
United States and Germany, to which the
report refers, These countries all have a
high development of commercial and In-
dustrial akill, but the United Statics now
has nearly double the population of the
United Kingdom, and a united Germany,
which has come up out of chaos in the
last 30 years. has a thivd more people. And
while the United Kingdom contalns but
120.87¢ square miles the area of Germany
Is 258800 square miies, and that of the
United States exceeds three milllon square
miles. That Great Britaln should main-
taln forever the tremendous lead which
she had when this country was still in the
ploneering stage and Germany consisted
of numerous separate, discordant and bel-
ligeTant states iy of course impos=ible.
The pre-eminence will gradually Jisap-
pear, but the populition is now doing and
wiil continue for maoy years to do a for-
elgn buriness that is out of all proportion
to its size. This assertion may be justified
byjreference to the trade returns for the
c.l.{endnr year of 1991, In that year the for
eign trade of the United Kingdom
amounted to $3POE5I 9, divided as foi-
lows: Imports, $3L.HL4H 01, exports, 51,565 -
75843, During the same time the figures
for Germany were: Imports, $1. 351017234,
exports, $LI12135045; total $2454.142381
And for the United States: Imports, §8s0, -
421.058; exports, $1.428.053.990; total, $LMIS.-

NOTE AND COMME:

Success _is the nucleus ofgy &
fallure,

Must we send for Lewis Clark
to come back?

Tracy s dead, but the rv the
money Keeps on.

How does Gardiner expect : the
Tracy reward? Why, he gy a
Bherif!

Every rule has exceptions. alght

have been.a horo had he not @ to
talk it over.

They don't know what they vhen
they fall to elect each onme olgirls
Queen of the Carnival

The Democratic party finds ivith-
out funds for a ¢campaign. Wever
gt tid of the muney guestion

the
republies frorap-
benevolent assimi

Uncle S8am has a medicine t
South American
ping. It is

A town in Haytl has been dest and
nobody knows whether (he «ing
agent was a revelution or a vo

Although the Lewis and Clnrard
has all the time there i It neoGre
What a pity there are 2t: 1A
a day!

only

I Bryan had learned sooner he
doesn’t want to be Presldent, aps
he waould not have been =0 longnd-
ing it out,

S5 M8. This means that the foreign Uade
of Great Britain was about four-fifths sa
great as that of the other two countries
combined, and that 42,000,000 people, living
on'a very restricted tervitory, relatively
speaking, are oarryving off this proportion
agninst 120000000, And as the figurss are
the largest in the history of the Nation,
except for the year 130, they are hardly
Indicative of a desline, no matter how
fast Britaln's commercial rivals are over-
hauling her,

Reconstruction of the Transvanl
New York Tribune

General Pleter (. Steyn, of the staff of
ex-Presldent Steyn. of the Orange Free
Btate, has contributed to the current 1s-
sue of Colller's Weekix an extremely (n-
teresting article upom the question of
reconstruction in South Africa. It enar-
ries additlional welght with it as GQeneral
Steyn will head the reconstrurtion con
gress of the Transvaal. The General's
paper Is practical in Its nature and Is de-
votoed to indostrial conditions with the
purpose of showing what the Boer needs
and how he will resume the processes ol
development which were [nterrupted by
the war.,

It ia mraumed at the outset that the
a8 they have much abundant eapltal o
draw upon., and the mining property has
not specially suffersd from the ravoages
of war. With the agricultural Interests
the case Is whlely Aifferent. While the
Boers own the land, their houses and
outbulldings have been mostly destroyed,
and they have neither Implements, cattle,
nor horses with which to do their work,
8o far 3~ cattle are concerned they will
be brought from Ausiralia and New Zeal-
and, but General Steyn s of oplnlon that
the United States and Canada will have
to supply thousands of horses. as horscs
from these parts are best fitted for work
in South Africa. The Boers will also look
to thism country for plows, agricuitural
machinery, wagons, and barbed wire,
Immense quantities of which will be need-
ed

As to the planting and ralsing of crops,
General Bteyn affirms that there will be
no difficulty in securing farm laber. The
Kaffirs who worked for the Bocrs before
the war will work for them again. He
describes thelr methods of labor as [ol-
lows:

A Kaffr family is engaged, and the more
membears this family has the better. It vaually
copmists of the husband, the wife, several
grows-up sons, two or thres grown-up daugh-
ters, and u string of children. The female
members of the family work (n the farmer's
house ns domestic servants; all the sons who
are old enough to work spend thelr time In
the fielde; while the Kaffir father of this fam-
{ly stmply sits At home and does nothing but
rat. sleep and enjoy himeelf The farmer
usually supplies the |laborers with food—an
easy matter, for the Kaffirs live aimost entire-
iy on what is known in the Unltsd Staces as
cornmeal and corn bread. In the matter of
payment, one arrangement Is to pay the Kaffir
in stock, he, in turn, breeding the cattle for
“his own profit; another arrangement is to pay
hMm by the year, sy about §30 or §35 as his
cash compensation for 12 monthe. The extra

bands hired at shearing or reaping time are
paid a shililng o dny.
it t8 evident fram this that the Boer

country will supply all Ite own farm labor
and that things to labor with rather than
laborers are what will be necded there,
though General Steyn s confident thmi
there will be plenty of work for skilled
mechanics st good wages, and that while
there will mot be a boom in trade untll
after reconstruction s complele, In five
years {rom now exports from this country
to Africa will be double what they were
in the first vear of the war. In the mean-
time, iron and steel for structural work,
machinery for mining operations, mater!
al for bridges. and roiling stock for rall-
roads will have to be supplled by the
United States .

1t o a cheering sign of the rapid recon-
struotion and future prosperity of South
Africa that men llke General Steyn, now
that adverse fate has compelled them to
lay down the sword, are promptly accept-
Ing the new situatlon and devoting them-
selves to the rehabilitation of their coun-
try. It shows that the Boer Instead of
being dull, phlegmatic and unprogressive,
is alert, wide awake and far sighted.

Carefulness Her Undoing.
Omlooker.

A story that is now going the rounds is
laid to the door of & plquante and daloty
little French lady who waa mors or less
In evidence at such places as were visited
by the Rochambeau Embnssy. The humor
of the situation les In the extreme 4iM-
dence of the Frenchwoman., Ehe is sensi-
tive to the point of a doubls nervousness,
and realizing the lablilty to err in a for-
eign tongue, she was ganerally careful to
mike selection of cach Indlvidual word.
Wherefore she was but the more amus.
ing when one evening, feeling moved to
remonsirate with a geatleman upon tha
chilliness of our northern May, she sald:
“Reely ect ees po cold here ali ze time
zat 1 have sat all s& day weeth my feet
over me transome.” ¢

All for Love.

Loed Byron.
Oh talk not to me of a name great In story:

The days of our youth are the days of our
glery

And the morils and vy of sweet two and
twenty

Are worth all your laurels. though ever so
plenty.

What are garlands and crowns to tha brow
that is wrinkled?

Tis but as a dsad flower with May-dew Dbe-
sprinkled:

Then sway with sl such from the head that ts
hoary—

Wihat care 1 for the wreaths that can only
give glory?

0 Fame!—if 1 ere took delight In thy praises,

‘Twas lesz for the saie of thy high-sonnding
phrases, '

Than to ses the bright eyes of the dear one
discover

Ehe thought that 1 was not unworthy to love
her.
There chiefly 1 sought thee, there only 1 found
thee;
Her glance was the best of the rays that sur-
. round 3

muw' o'er mught that was bright
in my story,

1 ksew It was jove, and I felt It was glory.

mineownera can take care of themselves, |

to bheon-
earthhen
matier b

The sun spots are sald
sible for every allmen
we know whats the

1906 fair site

It Explorer Baldwin had beenten
as well as haffled he would not hany-

thing to jecture or Wwrite mine
articles about.

Some converts hnd thelr sins 84
away in the Willamette. We tradelr
sina are not yet in the river. Wunt
to go swimming.

A voleano down in Central Alesm
Is growing. It desires to inforithe
world that other Indusiries oare wp

there besldes revolutions.

The cracles were fajse which doed

| Ring Edw:sd would relgn but woulol

e srowned., Ring Edward showsat
| man is man and master of his Iate,

Perhape even if we should decicto
begin przpamtions for the 145 falmve

ahouldn't know how to start L. Sot's
wait until we've forgotten how ncto
start,

Attorney-General Knox got Intia
fight with some trust hireilngs= ey
didn't know his name until theyfelt

what It stands for amd then it jred
them.

Bryan says he will not be a candats
for President in 184, The man ideed
has some modesty. Nobody ha yet
asked him to be a candidate mad st he
refuses.

If we should report to the Iproves
men: Assoclatlon ail our nusances,
would it be worth while living tgether?
After sll, lving together ftzel Is &
nuiaance,

The Democrats of Washingtm don't
Enow whether they are for o Against
the railfroads, ‘They will makeup their
minds after the Republicans hive had &
whack at ths gquestion.

President Rooseveit has Binger
Hermann that he very much desires (o
viult Oregon He has told the sade 10
the Hon. John Barrett, who abo ona
of his particular friends. The Prsldent
serms to have lota of friends.

The Civic Improvement Asoclation
should go after everybody exepl u=
Everybody but us scatters gems. No
danger comes of our spliting on the
elidewnlks., Our carpets, beaen In tho
] streets, don't breathe off merobes: Itg

our nelghbor's carpets, Our swill harrel
doesn’'t breed disease; it's #ie woman's
next door. We are In entte sympathy
with the assoclution, only ve want it to
let us sione,

“YWhat we have done In Cuba,” is the
subject of @ work by the Bureau of in-
Fular Affairs. And what have we done?
Have we loaded upon the isinnd a struc-
ture of government tdo elabornte for hep
resources o support and have we thremts

ened her with annihllsiion if she doen
not support 1t? Have we, br refusing
reciprocity even taken from her the

means of supporting that structure? “You

tukes my house when you do the prop
that doth sustain my house; you take
my life when you do take the means

whereby I live” Are we a stiffnecked

people?

A New York ma: in London was ad-
judged Insane for saying he owned all
the yachtz in th: wordd and wa= the
Bavior, fust arrived from Heaven in &
fiying machine. An Indisputable proof
of his Insanity was the fact that if he
was the owrner of all the yachis In tha
world he was a bigger man than Plerp,
Morgan. However, In  the realm of
tancy, he was jJust as big as Morgan,
and fancy really angwers all practical
purpnses. Dreams are true while they

last, and do we not live In dreams? Al
though the man declared him=elf the
Bavior no evidence was adduced to

prove that he was not, any more than

was done by the benighted poople 200
years ago. There are some mnice dis-
tinctions in this modern day between a

ltar and & |unatle and some of them ara
so intangible that they can’t be touched,

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

Nearly Pecfect:—Dolly—Have you lsarned to
manage your “aulo’” yetT Daisy—Very neariy.
I can do everything. but stop it and steer jt'—
Puri.

Tn Ol Kentucky.—Basil—Did ald Btilier isave
his family anything when he died? Zoke—
Yeas, sah. Ha left a mortgage an’ two fewds,
—Chiczgs Dally News,

How Frightul!—Beryl—-Were you murch em-
barrassed when he kissed you® Sibyl-No; 1
| was (rightensd, though “How so7T™ “1 told

him to stop. and for & moment [ thought ha

was goilng to!”"—Baltimore Hamild

Tees—Eo Mr. Groasum really proposed to you?

| Jesa—Yes. While we were strolling In ths

wmetery we came to their family emve. and

e neked me how U4 like to be burled thers
| some day. with his name on the stone above
me. —Tit-Bits,

His Opinlon.—" Do you belleve in woman's
euffrage™" “Well,™ answersd Mr. Meekion,
*sometimes 1 think It would he a convenienre
if the ladies could go to the polls themselves
imstead of giving us Instructions and taking
chanpes on mistakes,''—Washington Star.

Peckham ireading)— “Lost or stolen, hooded
| tox terrier. Reward If returned, and po gques-
tions asked.” Poor man! 1 feel sorry for him.
Mre. Peckham—Why do you say “‘poor man™?
Ferhaps the advertiser s a-woman. Peckham
—Nonsemsa! Deesn’'t it say “No guestions




