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LABOR'S .RECOGNITION.
The'address mad by President Mitch-

ell, of the mineworkers, last week, and
the Indorsement of his wise counsels by
the National organization he addressed,
have captured the attention of the coun-
try. In these conservative utterances
against the sympathetic strike, and In
favor of the Inviolability of labor con-

tracts. President Mitchell has not only
rendered his people great service, but
he has opened the eyes of the country
to the recognition that Is the Just due
of organized labor when legally and dis-
cerningly led.

On another page this morning we re-

produce editorial utterances of leading
American newspapers of standing and
conservative Judgment. They are all
run by capitalists and edited by the
school of cultivated writers who have
been wont from time immemorial to
espouse the side of the employer in his
conflicts with labor. Their present trib--ut- e

to Mitchell and encouragement for
the cause he represents mark an im-
portant epoch In the history of trades-unionis- m

In the United States. From
them it Is plain that the old. antipathy
to organized labor In America will soon
be dead, and the credit for the change
belongs largely to President Mitchell
and men of his caliber, who have led
their labor organizations Into more ra-
tional and practicable methods than
formerly prevailed. The country Is rap-Idl- y

coming to the view thus expressed
by The Oregonian nearly two years ago:

The mistake that capital makes-I- s the demand
that labor shall not organize. The employer
who lays down the rule that his men shall not
organize makes a mistake. He denies them a
right he reserves for himself. He denies them
a privilege which It has been demonstrated
may be exercised by unions In legal and. proper
ways without disadvantage to the community
at large or to the employer himself. Public
opinion will not sustain the employer who ex-
acts from his men the condition that they shall
not belong to a union.

That was radical ground then, but it
is not so unusual now. 'The friendly
attitude of public sentiment toward or-
ganized labor is suggested for the at-
tention of those organized capitalists
who think theirs the only side in these
controversies, and jauntily call upon
the public to sustain whatever cost
their disagreements with their men en-
tails upon industry.

SALT, COPPER AND DISASTER.
The fix In which certain local import-

ers of salt find themselves Is a lament-
able one, not only for

of the market and prospects of loss,
but also on grounds of public policy;
for they bad taken up arms to disci-
pline one of the most pernicious trusts
with which the country Is afflicted. It
Is possible the salt trust may win a
temporary victory In this case by ruin-
ous cuts in price, but its extreme vul-
nerability will have been proven, aqd
the warning of the impossibility of er--
petual monopoly may discipline itMntb
more reasonable procedure.

The method of the salt trust Is one
of the most Iniquitous known to com-
merce. Some combinations seek to
prove their title to toleration by Intro-
duction of economies, increased productio-
n-and lower prices. The aft trust,
however, alms to secure monopoly of
the raw product, curtail production and
raise prices. .Evidence 4 of the experi-
ment's danger has been long' accumu-
lating. The Boston News Bureau re-
cently quoted a statement, attributed
to one of the organizers and heavy
stockholders of the International Salt
Company, whlch clearly reflected a feel-in- g

of depression. He said there 'are
thirty-fiv- e states in which salt Is pro-
duced to a greater or less extent, and
that almost any one could make salt,
and at prices to compete with the In-
ternational company. In his immediate
neighborhood. The National Salt Com-
pany, he said, had adopted the wrong
policy under the circumstances. Instead
of bending every effort to make and
sell salt cheaper than the little fel-
lows, it tried to corner the product and
raise prices. He thought it --was going
to be 'a-- long and hard Jo'b to recover
from the effects of this mistaken polT
ley and to' put the property on the road
to recovery.

The New York Financial Chronicle,
whlch'roundly censures all. such meth-
ods of operation, adduces the Amal-
gamated Copper Company as another
case In point. This concern for a long
time kep the quotation for copper at
an arbitrary point, thereby checking
the foreign purchases of the metal and
making this country the dumping-groun- d

for foreign supplies, until final-
ly the inevitable collapse came. The
work of rehabilitation proves painful
and slow. New economies and new
methods of production will "be adopted,

and posslblyvafso, "wages may have to
be lowered, these having gone up while
the price of copper was being main-
tained at arbitrarily, high figures. The
mines that are not favorably situated
will-hav- to close up. On' the other
hand, there Is the certainty that con-
sumption of copper will steadily In-

crease under the lower and more nor-ma- i

range of prices now prevailing.
It does not follow, from the history

of salt and copper, that natural forces
will reach the trust evil In all cases.
Some trusts shrewdly avoid the pitfalls
where the salt and copper combinations
fell, yet at the same time use their
power with exorbitant tariffs and un-

fair railway discrimination to wring
an extortionate profit from raw pro-
ducer, labor and consumer. Different
trusts must be proceeded against In dif-
ferent ways. The duty should come off
salt, but copper is already free. The
duty should come off the wares of the
steel trust, but Standard Oil enjoys no
duty. Tariffs protect the sugar trusts,
but we have to maintain duties on
sugar for the sake of revenue. The
question Is a complicated one, as. will
be seen, and It Is not surprising, per-
haps, that progress in new legislation
is slow. Some remedial enactments
may be reasonably expected at the com-
ing session of Congress.

THE PARTY IS BEHIND ROOSEVELT.
The unanimity with which Republi-

can conventions have risen to the sup-
port of President Roosevelt in the
.Cuban relief matter, and tp the repro-
bation of the insurgent Senators, affords
the most striking episode In recent po-

litical history. In Nebraska, the home
of Oxnard, of two insurgent Senators
and of numerous beet-sug- ar factories,
the Republican State Committee
"turned down" Senator Dietrich, one of
the beet-sug- ar insurgents. Mr. Dietrich
and his colleague, Mr. Millard, who
stood with him on the issue of Cuban
reciprocity, had already tried to per-
suade the party managers in their state
that they could help In the campaign
as much as though they had support-
ed the President and the majority of
Republican Congressmen on this ques-
tion, but they had been given to under-
stand that their services were not de-

sired. Mr. Dietrich was unwilling to
acecpt the rebuff, and he made a per-
sonal appeal to the state committee,
only to find that body unanimous In
sustaining the President and In feel-
ing that a Senator who had tried to
thwart him could not render any as-

sistance on the stump.
Convenlion aftermath coming slowly

out of Minnesota makes the defeat of
the beet-sug- ar plank there more de-

cisive. ZThe .permanent chairman of the
convention said' that If Representative
Fletcher does not abandon his "Insur-
gent" position, he will have trouble In
getting another nomination. Senator
Nelson, one of the "Insurgents," went to
the convention to serve as temporary
chairman In hopes of saving the day for
the beet Interests. Representative Ste-
vens, another "Insurgent," got himself
made chairman Of the committee on
platform sp'that he could work In that
plank commending the rebate plan,
which he prematurely telegraphed to
Washington had been adopted. The

i"lnsurgent" plank was thrown out and
the convention declared:

We heartily favor the wider extension of our
markets for the sale of American products. To
this end we Indorse the policy of reciprocity
as defined by President Roosevelt In his annual
message to the "Fifty-seven- th Congress. We
congratulate the new Republic of Cuba upon
Us entrance among the nations of the earth.
We wish for it peace, prosperity and a long
and successful national career, and we favor
reciprocity with Cuba, as urged by President
Roosevelt.

From Kansas comes a parallel
story. Senator Burton, one of the most
active ofjHhej "insurgents," has made
strenuous efforts to Justify his hostility
to the President and to Cuba, but made
the announcement that he would cheer-
fully turn around and support reci-
procity If his constituents should say
that he ought. He soon found out what
they thought. His home is in the Fifth
Congressional District, and the Republi-
cans of Riley County, In that district,
held their convention a few days ago.
They adopted a resolution which heart-
ily approved President Roosevelt's
course In general; particularly Indorsed
"his unflinching demand for an honor-
able discharge of the pledges made to
the Cuban Republic, and for such gen-
erous treatment of that country through
reciprocal trade arrangements as shall
provide relief during Its period of re-
cuperation, and at the same time bring
great commercial advantages to he
United States"; and then added:

And whereas Senator Burton has requested
the people to advise him as to their wlshej,
now, therefore, be it resolved: That we demand
of Senator Burton, whose home Is In this dis-
trict, to vote for and stand by the reciprocity
policy of President Roosevelt.

In two other states utterances are
quite as pointed. The Missouri Repub-
lican platform says: "We indorse the
legislation so wisely enacted by Con-
gress which made Cuba a free and In-

dependent republic. We approve the
policy of President Roosevelt respecting
our trade relations with Cuba." Equal-
ly clear Is the utterance of the Penn-
sylvania Republicans: "We Indorse the
recommendation of President Roosevelt
that the United States should enter Into
reciprocal trade relations with the Re-
public of Cuba that shall be mutually
advantageous to It and to the United
States, and all efforts to that end of
our representatives in both houses of
Congress we cordially Indorse."
.These positive declarations, some of

them forced through conventions by
popular conviction in the face of strenu-
ous opposition from Senators and Rep-
resentatives who voted against relief
for Cuba, show clearly enough the Pres-
ident's strength with his party and the
attitude of public sentiment toward
Cuba. It is not surprising that politi-
cians who sought to teach Roosevelt a
lesson In his youth and folly, and their
own superior virtue and wisdom, are
now tumbling over themselves In advo-
cacy of his renomlnatlon In 1904.

Considerable apprehension Is Indulged
at the East because of the assertion
of Mr. Roberts, Director of the Mint,
that there Is a vast amount of land
speculation In the West. Mr. Roberts
spoke of this a few weeks ago after a
trip through tbe West. He has again
visited his own section of the country,
and he speaks more emphatically than
before. "There is the greatest amount
of land speculation going on west of
Chicago that has ever been known In
that part of the country. . . . The
country banks out there are loaning a
good deal of money on, these land en-
terprises, and this Is really the secret of
the early movement of money west-
ward. The people are everywhere or-
ganizing syndicates to buy land, and
there. Is hardly a .crossroads community
in Iowa tha't has' not organized a syn
dicate, to operate In theDakotao or Can- -
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ada." He say s prices iave advanced 50
per cent In two years, and are still ris-
ing. The West suffered for years from"
the collapse of a real estate boom about
1890, arid that fact had a good deal to
do with the, depression of business fol-
lowing 1893. Real estate speculations
were an Immediate cause of the panic of
1837; they were a contributing cause of
the panic of 1857, and more prominently
connected with the panic of 1873. or rath-
er with the slow recovery of the country
from that. Where there Is an active real
estate speculation prices are carried too
high they cannot be maintained be-
cause the supply of buyers or their will-
ingness to part with their money Is

prices fall and very heavy
Ibsses are suffered by the community.
Mr. Roberts is probably unduly
alarmed. On the Pacific Coast there is
no unwarranted Inflation of land values.

SUPERANNUATED TEACHERS.
This vacation season Is a sad one for

a number of teachers designated as
"elderly," who have for years been en-
gaged in teaching In the public schools
of Baltimore. It is understood that at
least twenty of these faithful servitors
will be dropped from the lists when the
schools reconvene in the Fall, on the
charge of Incompetency, which Is based
on Incapacity due to age and Its attend-
ant slowness of movement and percep-
tions. The Surf of that city says:
'As a number of teachers now on the rolls

have grown old and gray In the service, some
anxiety has developed among this class as to
the tdcnUty of the persons to be dropped. It
Is understood that many of these aged educators
have been unable to stand the pace set In school
affairs through the modern methods recently
Introduced, and that their slowness to absorb
tho advanced systems of pedagogical training
has attracted attention and adverse criticism on
the part of their superiors. Others who have
been tried In progressive pedagogy have been
found to 4ack that mental acuteness which Is
deemed to be an attribute of superior teaching
faculties. In fact, the same causes which have
caused the dismissal and resignations of so
many old teachers In the past two years will
obtain In the "trial" that Is to bo held of the
teachers that are marked to go. The dismissal
of these teachers, all of whom receive maxi-
mum salaries, will cause a marked addition to
the savings fund of the department and permit
of the appointment of a score of new teachers
at the minimum rate of salary.

There Is no place In this busy, work-a-da- y

world for sentiment,. while every-
where there are 'demands for a wise
economy of resources. The last sen-
tence In the above extract Justifies the
dismissal of these teachers "grown old
and gray in the service." The public
schools are not eleemosynary Institu-
tions. That is to say, they do not. and
should not? carry on the teachers' rolls
men and women who are less capable
in an educational sense than others
whose services can- - be secured for the
same money, merely from motives of
pity or charity. That there is some truth
at least in the statement that aged
persons lack that mental acuteness
which is an attribute of superior teach-
ing faculties must be admitted. Nor Is
It unreasonable that aged, educators
have In some Instances been unable to
stand the pace set In school affairs
through the modern methods that have
been Introduced.

The pity of It all Is, as In the case of
superannuated preachers, that the pay
of many If not most of these teachers
has been so small that It did not leave
a margin for an old-ag- e fund to be
drawn upon after the active earning
years had ceased. A pathetic feature
of the situation Is found in the sensi-
tive ''natures of refined women who,
with the pressure of necessity stilt upon
them, find themselves outdated and
supplanted In the vocation In which
their lives have been passed.

The plea for pensions for teachers
who have served faithfully and accept-
ably In the public schools for a speci-
fied number of years finds Its Strong-
est argument In the wistful, anxious
faces of teachers whose period of use-
fulness In the schools has passed, yet
whose needs are still pressing. A fixed
age limit for the retirement of teach-
er, with a moderate annuity. Is held by
many thoughtful persons to be the only
equitable and humane way out of this
matter, and one, all things considered,
economical as well.

A PERTINENT SUGGESTION.
Oregon, long belated, has come to a

point in her agricultural and Industrial
life from which her view widens and
her possibilities for development begin
to take definite shape. The Immigra-
tion scheme elaborated by Mr. McKin-ne- y,

agent of the Harrlman railway
linos, recently presented in these col-
umns. Is In evidence on this subject,
doming, if possible, nearer home Is the
systematized broad-gaug- e plan of the
managers of the State Fair to make
the exhibit of the State Agricultural So-
ciety, which will be shown near Salem
from September 15 to 20, Inclusive, a
representative agricultural, horticul-
tural and Industrial exhibit, not only
of the resources, but of the development
of a wide fertile and growing section.

Mr. Henry E. Dosch, who Is fully com-
petent to speak advisedly upon this
matter, characterizes the work being
done In this connection as "strenuous
effort." and he adds that It deserves the
hearty support of every citizen of the
state. In point of fact, the hearty sup-
port of b. relatively small number of
our citizens, say even 10 per cent of
them, would produce a fair the like of
whloh. In excellence and variety of ex-
hibits, as well as In attendance, would
make a showing that would delight
even the most enthusiastic Oregonian
and astonish the strangers within our
gates. It may be hoped that the ef-
forts of the managers will receive the
hearty support both of exhibitors and
patrons that their efforts deserve.

While every loyal Oregonian must
appreciate, from a local sense of pride
and pleasure, the efforts that are being
made to advertise the stuff of which
Oregon Is made, In the home-makin- g

Interest, perhaps, enly those of wider
view, commercially speaking, will catch
the full significance of the suggestion
that such of the carefully .prepared ex-
hibits of the coming fair. as are suitable,
haying served their local purpose, be
used to represent Oregon's resources at
the great exposition to be held at
Osaka. Japan, next year. The gaze of
our people has been Introverted too
long. It Is high time that an untoward
look was taken, to the end that an ex-
pansion of our markets might result
Progress has touched the Islands of the
Pacific with its wand, and the outlook
of their people is toward the Western
World. The question, "What have you
that we want as accessory to our
growth In civilization?" Is asked. It
should be answered promptly. Intelli-
gently and comprehensively. While
the agents of our Consular service are
studying the requirements of Oriental
peoples, It becomes our producers to be
up and coming with the supply. Suit-
able goods, honestly manufactured, will
meet a demand In Japan. The name of
this empire once had a mystic, far-
away eound. Now the United States

ports of the Pacific are at Its. very
gates, and these gates are open to com-
merce. To the question, "What have
you that we want?" the reply, "Many
things," will not suffice. We must be
specific Xret us send them samples of
our products to be placed en exhibition
at the proper time and place, that will
tell a . tale more comprehensive than
words.

Oregon has "kept her light under a
bushel too long. Industrious her peo-

ple have been, and Intelligent and cap-
able, but too much disposed to enjoy
In a narrow way their advantages. De-

scriptive literature that will dissemi-
nate within the limits of our own coun-
try such information as Intelligent per-
sons contemplating a change of loca-
tion seek cannot fall to add numbers
to our population. Object lessons In
our productive and manufacturing re-

sources set up before the Inquiring eyes
of the Oriental peoples cannot fall to
widen our market. If the exhibits of
the State Fair In September contain
such object lessons, measures should be
taken to preserve, and at the proper
time ship them to Osaka. Collection of
the exhibits having already been made,
presumably from the very best the state
affords In their several lines, their util-
ization without further labor for the
Osaka Exposition, will represent econ-
omy of effort, a feature which wise pro-
moters of Industry and development ev-

erywhere encourage. It will be well
certainly It will not be amiss to pre-
pare such exhibits of our Industrial de-

velopment and natural products and
resources as are placed dn exhibition at
the coming State Fair, with a view to
their wider use In advertising what we
have, what we are doing, and Incidental-
ly and suggestively what we can do, to
meet the requirements of a new com-
merce. The suggestion of Mr. Dosch in
this matter is pertinent and timely, and
The Oregonian takes pleasure in voic-
ing and Indorsing It.

-

The New York Journal of Commerce
calls attention to the pertinent fact that
Russia's attitude on trusts and very
low prices for export Is much what its
attitude was at The Hague regarding
the Increase of military establishments
and rearming. Rusela had the largest
army in the world, and the resources of
the empire had been strained about as
far as they would go In rearming the
artillery, and the Czar desired an agree-
ment among all nations not to Increase
their armies or buy new weapons. Rus-
sia has carried the protective system
farther .than almost any other country-Thi- s

system, by enabling a domestic
manufacturer, especially where condi-
tions curtail domestic competition, to
get an exorbitant price at home, offers
particular temptation to sell abroad at
lower than domestic, prices. The Rus-
sian Government has afforded the sugar
producers particular advantages in this
line, not only giving them absoluce mo-

nopoly at hdme, but limiting the pro-
duction so that domestic competition
shall not reduce the price. The result of
this Is that the Russian sugar producers
have sold sugar for export at a greater
loss than German exporters have. Hav-
ing carried this vicious economic policy
as far as It can go, the Russian Gov-
ernment now Invites the parties to the
Berlin sugar conference to send dele-
gates to a conference to consider the
regulation of trusts and the prevention
of the artificial depression of export
prices, with special reference to the ac-
tion of unofficial trade combinations,
the variety that Russian marketsare
most likely to be Invaded by.

Statistics compiled by Major Parker,
of the Adjutant-General- 's Department,
show that the United States lost in the
Philippine Insurrection a total of 4016

men and 139 officers. Of this number,
2535 men and 47 officers succumbed to
disease. These latter casualties are
among the hardest for the home folks
of the soldiers to accept In a spirit of
reconciliation. The missing, of course,
lead in this category, but next to the
possibilities that attend this phase of
war the list of the dead from disease
Is the most harrowing report that comes
from the front In any war. Shadowed
by suffering more or less prolonged;
made pathetic by the sufferer's feverish
desire 'to be among his own; darkened
by the consciousness of death among
strangers, the dead in the hospital camp
and on shipboard He heaviest upon the
hearts of the waiting ones at home.

A cloud of ready witnesses dispute
the assertion so often heard In connec-
tion with the plea for the passage of
the Indian War veterans' pension bill
that there Is but a handful of these
veterans left. Pension agents are act-
ive In searching out survivors and the
widows of deceased veterans, thus veri-
fying the truth of the declaration,
"Where the carcass Is, there will the
vultures gather together." It may be
hoped that no needy veteran or veter-
an's widow will be induced to Incur
needless expense In establishing his or
her right to the benefit so long deferred,
and to secure which such persistent ef-
fort In Congress and out of It has been
made.

Law-abidin- g, considerate men sym-
pathize with Sheriff Cudlhee In the
strenuous, though unfortunately futile,
efforts he has made to kill or capture
Tracy. Inconsiderate men and those
with distinctly criminal tendencies sym-
pathize with the fleeing desperado In his
flght for what they are pleased to term
"his liberty." The situation Is a most
unfortunate one, and Its baleful influ-
ence will shadow society In the North-
west country for months, and even
years. (

The Elks are going at the Carnival
with a vim that insures success and re-

minds one of, their previous triumphs.
Their present project promises good for
the town In many ways, and Is deserv-
ing of all support. The spirit Portland
needs. Is the pushing, free-hande- d, per-
sistent,, broad-gaug- e spirit of the B. P.
O. E. It has undertaken a big contract
this time, but it Is going at it In the
right way, and It will win out.

The most improbable of the Tracy
reports that have filled the air for
weeks Is that the convict had returned
to the vicinity of Salem. It Is needless
to ay that should he appear In the
state's prison he will be welcomed by
the Marlon County officials "with
bloody hands to a hospitable grave" be-

side his late pal and later victim, Dave
Merrill.

The New York World thinks It a suf-
ficient answer to the antipathy of the
Filipino toward the friars to say that
the Filipinos us also to get out.
The difference Is that the- - Islands are
ours, not the friars'. Whether we shall
forfeit our governmental rights there
remains to be seen. It cannot be deter-
mined adversely out of hand.

J. J. BILL'S SEA SERPENTS.

St. Paul Pioneer Press.
Mr. J. J. Hill is reported to have dis-

claimed the discovery of any sea serpents
or other marine prodigies during his
yacht voyage to Labrador. The rumor
possibly had its origin in the fact that
he has shown a remarkable faculty of
finding things .In sea water or even In
river water which had escaped the notice
of his contemporaries. When one of the
Eastern termini of the Great Northern
system struck the head of Lake Superior
he found the natural advantages of that
great waterway largely lost by lack of
cheap and adequate facilities for trans-
portationsuch lake shipping as there
was being under the control of Chicago
and Buffalo companies. Ho proceeded to
put on an Independent line . of higher
grade freight carriers and establish first-cla- ss

elevator facilities at West Superior
and Buffalo, which largely reduced the
cost of transportation, thus taking the
initial steps which have resulted In mak-
ing this great .Northern waterway the
chief, because the cheapest, outlet for
the gram of the Northwest and In Im-

mensely expanding Its commerce. He fol-
lowed these with palatial passenger
steamers that made lake travel a delight.
These were his sea serpents In our North-
ern Mediterranean.

When the western terminus of the
Great Northern reached Puget Sound he
saw American enterprise looking supine-
ly on from its vantage ground on the Pa-
cific seaboard, while the vast trade of
Oriental Asia was in the almost exclu-
sive grasp of the merchants and shipmas-
ters of Great Britain and other European
countries. The few American steamships
plying between our Pacific seaboard cities
and China and Japan were not adequate
In carrying capacity or In the volume
of their cargoes to successfully compete
with the merchant fleets of England.
Japan and other powers. Mr. Hill sent
his agents to explore this field for the ex-
tension of American commerce, and dis-
covered the opportunity or an Immense
development of American trade with
Asiatic seaports by a proper organization
of transportation facilities by land and
sea so as to Increase the volume of ton-
nage and reduce the cost of transporta-
tion. He proceeded to build for this trade
ships of the largest cargo capacity ever
set afloat, and to make arrangements to
fill them with freight by an extensive
combination of railroad lines reaching to
all the needed sources qf supply. These,
are his sea monsters of the Pacific Ocean,
to fill the belly of one of which will re-
quire a thousand full carloads of freight.
It Is believed that Mr. Hill has thus suc-
cessfully marked out the path through
which American enterprise will soon
achieve the mastery of the commerce of
the Pacific Ocean.

The recent acquisition of the Burlington
system by the Great Northern and North-
ern Pacific was an essential part of this
scheme for making this Northern route
across the continent and the Western
ocean the great highway of the com-
merce of the world. One arm of the
Burlington reaches down to St. Louis, at
which point Mr. Hill expects to gather
the cotton sent up by rail or river from
the South, to be carried by the Northern
lines to Seattle, and thence by ship to
China. Here also he saw something new
in the water which flows in mighty vol-
ume southward to the sea. What he eaw
was the possibility of so deepening the
channel of the Mississippi that ocean
ships might carry their cargoes without
breaking bulk from Liverpool or Hamburg
to St. Louis, and thus of making St.
Louis a seaport. In this deeper channel
he saw an even more useful purpose In
affording an uninterrupted channel for
fleets of great barges, carrying the grain
and produce of the central states of the
Mississippi Valley to New Orleans and
bringing back the cotton and other prod-
ucts, of the South here again applying
the principle of concentrating the great-
est amount of tonnage to the unit of ef-

fective motive power. iHIs calculation Is
that by this means the cost of river
transportation from New Orleans to St.
Louis will be so reduced that the. grain
of the Central West and the cotton of
the South will take this cheaper channel
and thus pay tribute to the Northern
transcontinental railroads. This scheme
of deepening the channel of the Missis-
sippi Is not, of course, original with Mr.
Hill, but he has given, a St. Loute project
of long standing an amplitude of scope
and a deflnlteness of purpose and detail
which have stamped it with his charac-
teristics and given it a claim to confi-

dence In its feasibility and commercial
value which it did not poee-es- before.

The Inland eeas of the North are al-

ready teeming with the progeny of the
sea serpents he planted there. The waters
of the Pacific will soon be stirred by the
mighty fins of the marine monsters he is
preparing to put there, and it may not
be many years before the deepened
waters of the lower Mississippi will bo
thronged with fleets of great ships, the
prodigies of the dreams of a man all
whose dreams of commercial development
are cold business calculations.

The Slote and the Beam.
Philadelphia Times.

A dozen or more members of the local
stock exchange were subjected to a repri-
mand some time ago for shooting craps
on the window sills in the corridors when
not busy on the floor, two or three sedate
members having made complaint. One of
the guilty, when he had listened to the
expressed objections against his pastime,
said the Idea of stock brokers objecting
to gambling reminded hm of an attempt
made In his Western home, years before,
to suspend a glass manufacturer from
the church because he refused to stop
making bottles and glasses to be used for
Intoxicating drinks. The committee of
church-goer- s who sought to have him
dropped was made of prosperous farm-
ers, all of whom grew large annual crops
of rye, of such good quality that for years
It had been bought up as It grew by a
gentleman who made periodical calls. The
pilloried grassmaker said he did no more
against the cause of temperance than the
members of "the committee, all of whom
were so dazed that they "took the full
count," In the broker's words, when they
learned that the gentlemanly crop buyer
was an agent for one of the largest whis-
ky distilleries in the country.

D

Ants in. Kansas.
Chicago Record-Heral- d. '

A plague of ants has appeared In the
northern central counties of Kansas, and
the Insects are destroying the alfalfa and
wheat crops. All vegetation within a ra-

dius of several feet of their hills Is killed.
The ants are a larger variety than has
ever been seen In the state before. They
multiply very rapidly, and the farmers
are using every means to exterminate
them. The Insects have Invaded the cities
and towns and are making life miserable
for the Inhabitants. They are very vicious
and do not hesitate to attack either per-
son or animal interfering with them.

Will Be Wood's Waterway.
Indianapolis News.

Whatever criticisms may be .leveled
against General Leonard Wood, even his
worst enemies cannot deny that he does
things. If, as reported, he Is put In
charge of the construction of the Isth-
mian canal the country at large will at
least have confidence that the ditch will
be dug.

Wlint Tom) In Thinking:,
Philadelphia Press.

The Hon. Tom Johnson is greatly cha-
grined to find that as Mayor of Cleve-
land ho has not sufficient authority to
give the people carfares. He
thinks, however, he could do .ItIf elect-
ed President.

Cliokettlile Chicago.
Cleveland Blalndealer.

It Is evident that a comparatively small
number of determined men can take Chi-
cago by the throat at any time. And no
doubt they will do considerable choking
now that they know how easy It Is.

THE HONOR OF THIEVES.

San Francisco Bulletin.
Judging from Incidents that now and

then are related by the press, one might
well think that the old saying, "There Is
honor among thieves," should be amend-
ed by the Insertion of the little word
"no." 'Either this Is 'the right view to
take, or we have been deluded by our
ancestors. Perhaps there never was any
honor among thieves. Such a proposition,
once advanced, can be well defended
by countless Instances of the treachery
of partners In crime. To refute It there
can be advanced only a few Idealized
stories of uncommon criminals who at
some time In their lives rose for a few
minutes to the standard of gentleman.

The latest flagrant case of lack of
honor among thieves is that of Tracy
and Merrill, the Oregon outlaws. These
men escaped from prison together, tak-
ing life to gain their liberty. For days
they fled together with men and dogs
at their heels. They were brothers-in-la-

as well as fellow-fugitive- s, and one
would think that they would have stood
shoulder to shoulder to the end. reck-
lessly fighting the law that had put a
price on their heads. Instead of an
epic of the border; they the
old story of shameful treachery. Tracy,
from behind a tree, shot his partner In
the back, then came forth and In a most
unromantlc manner settled him with two
more bullets. There was the honor of
thieves.

However revolting the crime of Tracy
may seem, one must not look upon him
as an exception. In that deed he showed
himself a type of the thief who kills. In
his dogged determination to overcome
obstacles and his reckless bravery when
cornered by pursuers, Tracy Is a mar-
velous man. but he can slay like a cow-

ard, and doubtless prefers to do his work
In that way. He Is a traitor at heart.
The thieves of all ages and all countries
have been the same. All this talk about
honor has been froth blown from the
beakers of admiring Idealists. Ever since
man began to govern man, authority In
ferreting out .crime has depended, not
upon the honor, but upon the dishonor of
thieves. Today there Is hardly a met-
ropolitan police detective who does not
have a dozen or more thjeves on his vis-
iting list. These disreputables at the first
sign of danger betray their accomplices.
Often blood relatives of the Informer are
among the betrayed, but If he Is not ex-
posed In his perfidy, the Informer has no
conscience In the matter. All he asks Is
that he be "let down easy," and. If neces-
sary, protected from his old companions.
Among decent men honor Insures safety.
Among thieves It depends upon cupidity
and fear. The rascal who steals has
none of the finer feelings. To save his
worthless self he will always betray.
There Is no honor among thieves.

A City on Pnper Only.
New York Tribune.

Ancient Troy burled and rebuilt, layer
on layer, so often that scholars will nev-

er agree much further In Identification
than to hold that the successi-- e ruins
were not constructed after the fashion
of the houses In Laputa, from the top
down, tells the lesson of the passing of
great cities. But the record for the
shortest life Is held by the metropolis of
Harrlmanvllle. "The city," said N. K.
Snyder, of Portland. Me., at the Fifth
Avenue yesterday, "was the pet project
of a friend of mine who had an eye on
the main chance. He had been let in to
a privileged sale of lots, and owned about
three wards in the heart of the business
district. This was before the actual
days of the business district. Situated
on a branch of the Rio Grande, and at
the seat of what was to be an extensive
silver mine, the prospects of the town
were promising. Like all thriving West-
ern places, electric light and traction
was a matter of course. I had seen a
map and a picture Qf the city, and thought
It a bit anticipatory, but rather Impres-
sive, in the Harrlmanvllle Land Com-
pany's office. My friend had lost his en-

thusiasm about the Investment of late
years, and surprised me by Insisting that
I go out of my way In coming through
New Mexico on this trip to look the town
over. He said he had never seen any-
thing to equal It, Its newness considered.
Well. the. river Is about as broad and
as dry as the back of your hand. Thero
are several stakes labeled Lincoln avenue.
Custer street, etc. There Is an excellent
plant of mining machinery, which had
to be sent from the East. It never has
been and never will be used. And the
magnificent hotel of the prospectus had
apparently been destroyed by fire, for I
am bound to confess that I did find the
plain evidence of a spot of charred wood
among the clumps of cacti."

Rats and Commerce.
Popular Mechanics.

In France, more than anywhere 'else,
the science of economy Is carried almost
to a fine art. The common sewer rats
of Paris are raised to clean the flesh from
bonce that arc to be used In manufactures
but that must not be boiled to . clean
them. When n rats are killed
their furs are used for fur trimmings,
their skins for gloves, their thigh bones
for the highest grade of "Ivory" tooth-
picks; their tendons and bones are cooked
down to make those beautiful, gelatine
capsules which our physicians often give
u& medicine In, and their teeth are used
for tipping fine burnishers for bookbind-
ers use.

PERSONS WORTH KXOWIXG ABOUT.

R. G. Twaltes. sup? rintendent of the Wiscon-
sin. Historical Society, has Just finished a new
biography of Father Marquette.

Dreyfus has not even yet com-
pletely recovered from the effects of his rigor-
ous treatment on the lie du Dlable. It' is

this his eyesight Is seriously affected,
and that there is a. danger of his becoming
blind.

Professor N. W. Hodge, of Hartiand. Wis.,
who has Just celebrated his SSth birthday, was
the instructor of the late Miss Frances E. Wli-la- rd

at Oberlin, O.. In her youth. He Is a na-

tive of the West Indies, and Is still interested
in educational work.

The municipality of Edlnburg has decided
to confer the freedom of that city to Sir Wil-
frid Laurler. Premier of Canada, and Sir Rob-
ert Bond, Premier and Colonial Secretary of
Newfoundland, on the occasion of their visit
there July 26 to receive degrees from the uni-
versity.

During his, last Illness "Chris" Magee. the
Pittsburg millionaire, was attended by a Phil-
adelphia physician, who sent In a bill of 1350.-00- 0.

Mr. Magee's executors refused to pay, and
the doctor sued. The court cut his bill to ?30,-00-

but the medical man Is not satisfied and
will "appeal.

In a telegram to the editor of the Richmond
(Va.) Evening News, Frank J. Gould, who 13
supposed to be the ruling spirit in the street
railway organization of that city, has given
his emphatic approval of the arbitration system
for the settlement of pending disputes between
the employes and the management of the com-
pany.

Rev. John S. Brown, who has Just died In
Lawrence. Kan., at the age 'of 07. was prob-
ably the last member of the idealistic coterie
which many years ago established the famous
colony known as Brook Farm. From an in-

tellectual standpoint, that socialistic experiment
was on a higher plane than any other known
to history. Among the noted persons connected
with It were Nathaniel Hawthorne, Charles A.
Dana. Ralph Waldo Emerson. Bronson Alcott,
Horace Greeley. George William Curtis. Rus-
sell Lowell. John Greenleaf Whittler. Went-wor- th

Hlgginson and many others. Not ail of
them lived at the farm, but they helped It with
either ren, purse or visit.

Judge Pennypacker, Republican candidate for
Governor of Pennsylvania, was seated on the
bench one day, when his brother Harry entered
the court, walked up to His Honor and in a
whisper requested the loan of $5. The Judge
looked over his spectacles and said In clear
tones: "Put your application in writing, Mr.
Pennypacker, and present it In proper form."
Thinking the Judge Insisted on thin form out
of regard for Judicial dignity, Harry did as he
was bid and handed up the slip of paper by
way of the Clerk. His Honor read It with
great gravity, and said in a voice that could
be heard all over the court: "Application for a
loan of ?3 made to this court is received and
refused."

NOTE AND COMMENT,

Hops are Jumping.

Scalp bounty money disappears faster
than the scalps.

Salvation may be free, but a man has
to work to 'get It.

Honest, now, did you ever see one of
those $40 Panamis?'

They say that Tracy Is Just about
as hard os he Is pictured.

There are more fair sights In Port-

land than sites for a fair.

Why not wait for the next centennial
before choosing a fair site?

When did" you get your "hunch" that
the fair cite would not be chosen?

Now, that prices of salt are down $14

a ton. let your speech be always wlth
grace, seasoned with salt.

They hold real estate at high values
at Puget Sound. But It's only because
Uncle Sam Is In the market.

Tracy is going home to mother. How
fortunate .for the posse that he will re-

move, himself from the country.

King Edward's constitution sustains
him. It is the English constitution, 1000

years old, and all the younger; for Its
age.

When prayers fail to ward off disease
we give the prayers the benefit of the
doubt and place the blame where It be-

longs.

It's lucky the pOfse doesn't get lost
and find Itself In as many places at once
as does Tracy. If it did It might collide
with him.

Since selection of the fair site Is more
momentous than the fair Itself, why not
celebrate the year 1905 by making the
selection then?

Democrats are greatly worried about
whether to make imperialism, trusts or
tariff paramount. But why not let the
Issue rise of Its own accord?

Bryanltes used to say we could never'
have too much money. Now they give
up free silver because money Is abundant
enough. It Is an awakening.

It transpires that the young woman
didn't Jump Into the river to be saved
by Hobson. Can't" we believe anything
about Hobson except that he sank the
Merrlmac?

Just the same, whether Gates tried to
get a corner on corn, the great American
farmer sold for not one cent less than
the corner price, and when he didn't
do this he was greedy for more.

We trust that the memory of the mili-

tia encampment Is as pleasant as was
the anticipation of It, Or 13 soldier
life what It Is cracked up to be? Perhaps
if it had been real soldier life instead of
a sham It would have been easier.

General Bragg said Uncle Sam might
as well try to make a whistle out of a
pig's tall as to make an Anglo-Saxo- n

out of a Cuban. But in the usage of
opinion we have forgotten one thing:
Whether or not Mrs. Bragg let out the
secret, the General, nevertheless, said
It and he meant It.

A well-know- n and respected fireworks
manufacturer died recently In the North
of England. His wife ordered an, ex-

pensive tombstone td be erected to his
memory. She was much perturbed, for
no epitaph submitted to her did she con-

sider suitable. After a prolonged and
diligent search she discovered one she
thought to be appropriate on the tomb-
stone of a prominent musician In a Man-
chester cemetery. Now on the memorial
stone of this noted fireworks manufac-
turer it Is stated that "He has gone to
one place where his works are excelled."

"What's that mountain over there?"
asked the stranger.

"I'm not sure, but I think It's Mount
Hood," responded the citizen, who had
meant to make sure of It ever since he
landed at Portland, a dozen years ago.

"A policeman told me It was St.
Helens."

"No, that's St. Helens to the-- south."
"Indeed? Why, the hotel clerk said

that was Adams. Where Is Adams,
please?"

"The mountain you mistook for Hood."
"And that's Just the tip of Rainier,

Isn't It. that peeps above the base of
St. Helens?"

"No, that's Mount Jefferson."
And yet some people think we need a

bureau of Information. Our greatest
need la to have the. pictures on the walls
of our horizon placarded and catalogued
so that residents will learn them.

PLEASANTRIES OF PAR AGRA PHERS
Give pome people an inch, and they will taka

anything that isn't nailed down. Ohio Stats
Journal.

t Out. Smith Brown is certainly a good
man. He always speaks well of his neighbors.
Jones That Isn't due tp his goodness. He Is
anxious to sell his house and lot. Chicago
Dally News.

Miss Kay (In tram car) It's really very kind
of you. Mr. Crabbe, to give me your seat. Mr.
Crabbe Not at all. We men are getting tired
of being accused of never giving up our seats
except to pretty girls. s.

"He must be put out of the way," said tho
feudal King. "But. Your Majesty." protested
tho Lord High Executioner, "he Is your first
cousin." "I know; but I prefer to have hlml
my 'cousin once removed." "Philadelphia Rec-- I
prd. " I

Tho Desperado's Doom. "And how were you;
finally captured?" "I was completely wore out. "II
answered the Western desperado. "By fatigue
and hunger?" "No. Givln newspaper InterJ
views an' havin' my picture took." Washing- -

ton Star.
Brlgga I've got a great Idea. I'm going td

Invent an open street-ca- r in which all th
seats are end seats. Griggs Don't you do It,
It would be a dead failure. It is the squeezed
and sweltering people in the middle who makl
the end seats so delightful. Boston Transcript

Not on the Bill of Fare. He has taken hi!
country uncle Into one of the fashionable clt
restaurants to dine. Casually, he remarket
"Are you fond of ping pong. Uncle Lem?"
d'know." replied the old man. "Call it out i

English and mebbe I c'n tell whether I've ev-e- t

none r not." Philadelphia Evening Bulletl:
Thoughtful Man. "I suppose." said Mr. Oli

"If I were to start smoking again it would s
the children a bad example." "It would, ii
deed." replied his wife. "It's very thoughtti
and unselfish of you to consider that." "Y
so I've decided to send the children right
to boarding-schoo- l, where they won't see mej

Philadelphia Press.

Spring:.
Thomas Nash.

Spring, the sweet Spring. Is the year's pleasaj
kins;

Then blooms each" thing, then maids dance
a rinr.

Cold doth not sting, the pretty birds do slngj
Cuckoo, Jug-Ju- pu-w- e,

The palm and may make country-house- s gay
Lambs frisk and play, the shepherds pipe

day.
And we hear aye birds tune this merry lay, i

Cuckoo. Jug-Ju- pu-w- e, j

The fields breathe sweet, the daisies kiss ffeet. j

Young lovers meet, old wives sit.!
In every street these tunes our ears do gree'

Cuckoo, Jug-Ju- g, pu-w- e,

Spring! the sweet SprlngI


