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DEVFINITE EXPECTATIONS,

The persenne] of police nnd fire com-
milssiune is a minor affair, except g0 far
a&# it bears upon the results that are
desired in thoee as o all other aspects
of municipa] life, Honest and effective
adminigration must be had at ail haz-
ards, and a Mayor always has at his
dispossl & large number of men who
can bemade effective agents 1o that end,
The people are not greatly concerned
10 know or be cansulied about this class
of appointments; but they are greatly
concerned to know that fires are Inteill-
gently foughes and that the lawe con-
cerning  liquor-selliog, sambling and
prostitution are enforced.

The members of the Pollce Commis-
Bloni that will last until the new char-
ter bhecomes effective, probably ten or
eleven monthe hence, owe thelr appolnt-
ment to various political agencles; but
their official duty §s to none of those
agencies, and thelr oaths of office put
upen them fealty notl to parties or
rliques or persons, but to the public wei.
fare. Asx they have famllies to bring
up, reputations 1o malntaln, and prop-
erty interesis as taxpayers 10 CONSErve,
they should realize that no political con-
sideration whatever absolves them from
the duty of giving to Portland the most
orderly and creditable police adminis-
tration posstbie,

Mayor Willlame has done the commu-
nity a great publie service in the mp-
polntment of Mr. W. M. Ladd to the
Pollce Commission. Mr, Ladd s a man
of such hopest purposes antl loyalty to
law as Imsure his hostility to wrong-
dolng. At the same time he I8 a man
of the world, with such broad acguaint-
ance with businees and affalrs as insare
in him justice and falrness. But there
is nothing in all this that the city has
oot an egual right to expect from
George W, Bates, A, L. Maxwell and
Chlef of Police McLauchlan, As a tax-
payer, as a citizen, an honest man, sach
one of this commission owes it to the
community and to himself to give Port-
land a decent and honest police admin-
Istration. They are sure of every en-
couragement and assisiance from
Mayor Willlamas,

Certain very definite things are ex-
pected of the new commission: and the
principal one s the cessation of black-
mall upon saloons, brothels and gam-
bling devices of every sort. Every In-
telligent man knows that the practlee
of gambling and the pursuit of {iicit
pexunl indulgence cannot be eradicated
by m police force.. But every intelll-
gent man alse knows that indecent,
outward maalifestation of these offenses
sgainst statutes and morality can be
grevanted, and especinlly that the busl-
ness of collecting blood. money from
the criminal and wiclous classes, for
the enjoyment of officlals elected and
sworn (o enforce the law, can be stopped
altogether, Offenders can be located. If
they cannot be convicted and impris-
oned. they can at least be discharged.

The Police Commnisslon can enforee
the laws if it will. The community will
recognixe as satiafaclory mo arrange-
ment but absolule reform of the pres
ent discreditable and Immoral regime.
No pretense of enforcing the law har
been made for a long time, and the be-
el o n wholesale system of blackmall
is universal. The comumission will be
expected to do at once what is right
and Gecessury. If 1t can accomplish
this through the present Chlef of Police,
well and good. If not, he should be
replaced by some one else. The clty's
good came and the character of its fu-
ture citizens are paramount to any con-
siderations whatever of personal or fac-
tional politics,

THE SENATORIAL SINLESSNESS,

What the Sennte should have done
with Mr. Balley, of Texas, was to pass
& résociution censuring him for conduct
unbecoming a Senator and a gentleman,
#nd requiring him to appear before the
bar of the Senate for & reprimand from
the présiding officer, Instead of this, a
number of the most potent, grave and
reverend made a point of friendly con-
wversation with him after he had en-
téred the Benale chamber, and while
business was In course of trapssction,

The Tillman-McLaurln episode, how-
ever, teaches us that mo such action
oan be expected from (he Senate, It
would, In order to disclpline its mem-
bers, cheerfully do anything thet can't

“be done. That s It would expel THl-
man but for the fact that South Caro-
Iina 55 a soverelgn state would send
him back. It could require Balley to
apologize, but for the fapt that he
wouldn't do [t and thus the Senate §t
galf would be humillated. If it could

what Balley would Hke, It

gtérnly culled upon Tiiman and Mo-

. Leurin tv leliver the self-exculpatory

harangues they had already prepared.

The trouble with the Senate Is ensy
of dlagnoais. It is W0 enamored of
courtesy to rebuke ungentiemanly con-
duct. It deeply resents astions discred-
table to ite decorum, but it Is too polite
1o offend the ssusibllitics of a ruffian
like Tillman or & bully lke Bafley. The
dignity of the Senate would be asserted
in unmistakable terms were it not that
the assertion Is headed off at the very
threshold, as it were, by the dignity of
the individual Senator. The infallibility
of the pope Is & geometrical axiom, com-
pared with the full dimmenslons of this
Benatorial dignity, which 5 so tran-
scendant, so potent, s0 pervasive that
It renders sach constituent element In
the Senatorinl entity Incapable of an
un-Senatorial or ungentiemanly act
Bulley |8 & Benstor—therefore, what-
¢éver he seems to have done, or how-
ever ohjectionable the act might appear
per se or in a mere individual not a
Senator, has oo quality or attainder of
lapse or error.

To iy in & passlon at another man's
throat because he has spoken certala
parilamentary and uppalatable truths
may be indecorous In the ordinary mor-
tal, but a Senator s absolved from
biame by the very law of his belng.
1f he were tiot a Semator, hé would be
fallible. Belng a Senator, whatever he
does only entitles him (o be shaker
hands with, and bowed politely to, and
treated In all respects with more spe-
clal affabllity and attention than f
nothing had happenied, It is & pity Ma.
caulay died before this beautiful and
upiifiing Senatorial doctrine furnished
him the basis of an essay that only he
could write,

WHAT IS POPULAR STRENGTH!

Some of the leading journals of the
North Atlantic Btates are disposed to
laugh gently at the “boyish™ enthusi-
msm and zeal with which President
Roosevelt quoted the caresrs of his po-
Iitical friemds Secretary Root, Gover-
nor Wood and Judge Taft, as iHlustra-’
tions of the best public men who had
Jbeen children of colleges. The Proesi-
dent aleo had a Joyal word to offer of
pratse for Long, Moody, Hay and Lodge.
Of course, this speech of an impulsive
man of spontaneous nature llke Presi
dent Roosevelt forms an easy text for
criticism. Tt is esasy to say that Wash.
Ington, John Msrshall, Calhoun, John
Quincy Adamna, Grover Cleveland, Ben-
Jamin Harrisen, or even WHilam Me-
Kinley, would oot have indulged in ef-
fusive public praise of political friendm
but, nevertheleas, this impulsive, spon-
taneous quality in President Roosevelt
is probably his greatest source of pop-
ular strength. President Roosevelt is
not popular with the professional poll-
ticlans of his party, and Jargely because
of his effusive speech, his propensity
to blurt out frankly his honast thoughts.
Nevertheless, it is this intensely humean
side that hes beéen the greatest strength
of many of our public men with the
people. Washington's military services
named him for President, and Washing-
ton's Influence named Adams for his
successor, but it was Jefferson’s per-
sonal urbanity and address, contrasted
with the gross vanity lqd petulant, erit.
ical temper of Adams, that carried the
day for Jeflerson. Jefferson was able
te name Madison for successor, and
Madison was able to nominate Monroe.

But with this passing away of can-
didates who dated back to the War eof
Independence for their first certificate
of patrictic service the perscnal qualits
of eandidates began o assert itself. In
the popuiar contest of 183 Jackson ob.
tained a plurality of votes over John
Quincy Adams, Crawford and Clay. not
because of hiz reputation for pure In-
tellectual stremgth, for he was nothing
but = Dbrilliantly successful Indian
fighter, who had beaten the British more
through their own supreme mililary
recklessness than his own military skill
Jack=on was the popular candidate from
the =tart, in 1824, first because he was
a brave soldier, and secondly becnuse
he was a man of effusive, outspoken,
spontaneous spesch. The people af the
South and West of that day felt that
Jackson, whatever his faults of man.
ner, temper and culture might be, was
one of themeelves; he was “a man and
a brother.” They knew he had been
slwayas & brave, honorable man, and
they belleved that he wouwld de as hon-
est and coursgeous and upright in the
White House as he had been outside of
it This popular enthusinem gave Jack-
son the plurallty in 1824, elected him in
1828, and re-elected him {n 1832 Tested
by a severely ratlomal and intellectus!
standard, Jackson was not seldom
guilty of acte of malsdministration and
of impolitic bebhavior, but he was suc.
cessful from first to last becauss his
seeming weakness with astute politl-
eclans was really his positive strength
with the people.

It was to no purpose that Jnckson
was denounced by the opposition ae o
profase, passionate, arbltrary old sol-
dier who endeavored to enact his own
civic lgmorance when he could, and
strove to trumple the law under foot
when It defeated the execution of his
will. The people were for Jackson,
right or wrong, and they jJustified their
declsion upon their conviction that so
brave and honest & man, in spite of hie
occaslonal errors of judgment and pol-
icy, was a far safer and more trust-
worthy President than a man of infinite-
Iy more clvic and legal learving, who
was always ambitious for his own cor-
rupt political advantage. Jackson s
wot the last American statesman who
has owed his elevation to eminence to
his superficlal traite and endowments
rather than his peculinrl personal inte)-
lectual strength. Henry Clay was idesl.
ized by the people for more than twenty
years as “The MIiil Boy of the Slashes™

4 Lincoln's strongest card when he was

the rival of Douglas for the United
#tates Senatle In 1858 was the fact that
he had split rails In his youth. And
this was urged at a time when Lincoln
had already gerved a term In Congress,
o 184748, and proved his capacity as
a great debater, both In jogic and Hter-
ary art, In a speech against the Mexican
War policy of President Polk.
Nevertheless, the fact that Lincoln
had split ralls In his youth won him
more votes than the far more Important
and convincing fact that he did aot
split ralls an hour longer than he could
find any more important work for his
brains and hands to Go. The people
supported Jackson, supported Lincoiln,
for superficial reasons of sentimental
qualfty that commanded lttle or no
respect from the intellectnal classe of
party politiclans, and the people will
support Roosevelt because they belleve
In Kim as n men and Jove him &= &
brother. The people have mnot forgot-
ten that Roocsevelt charged llke a reck-
less trooper at San Jusn Hill; they have
not forgotten that he was a man among
men In his Western life, and it Is be-
cause Lhey recognize In him a gallant
American soldier and cooscsutious

sintesman, that the President must jook
to the people, and not to the professional
politicians, for both nomioation and
election In 1904,

CONPETITION FOR IMMJGRATION.

The trouble over the routing of West-
ern Immigrant business from New York
pertalng to the reiations of the various
rallronds with each other rather than
to any particular section of the country:
that ie, the Pacific Northwest will prob-
ably receive Its full share of the tmmi-
gration, regardless of whether there
shall or shall not be a contest over the
routing from New York. But if, for
example, the Harriman lines should not
se¢ fit to operate through or In con-
nectlion with the Immigrant Bureau,
they might be obliged to establish In-
dependent agencles In Europe and do
2 lot of indeperident advertistug. This
would probably inure to the advantage
of the Paclfic Northwest because the
Harriman lNres are just new bending
thelr energles particularly to the settle-
ment of this part of the country, and
whatever they shogid do would be in ad-
dition tn the work of the reguiar Immi.
grant Bureau. And the competition
between the two forces would atiract
more attéention to this country t(han
either would by acting alone.

The Immigrant Bureau is composed
of & number of rallroads Interested In
the development of the West, and it was
organized to supersede a conditlon of
affalrs that had grown to be Intolera-
ble. Under that system Immigration
from Europe was consigned to what
were known as first ward agents in
New York, who practically put the
business up at auction and sold it to the
highest rallroad bidder. When compe-
titlon was brisk, commissions as high
fa §25 per passenger were pald for
tranacontinental business That was
fat picking for the firet ward agents,
who thus made mare money than the
regular up-town rallroad sgents. Thelr
arrogant methods drove the raliroads
pto orgunize the Immigrant Bureau,
which operated in connection with the
Atlantic steamship lines and ticketed
immigrants through to destinations and
thus cut the first ward agenis out of
any participation in-the profits of the
Immigrant business. This drove all
those agents out except Peter McDon-
nell. He managed to reinin enough of
the business to stay in the field, and the
tallroads n the bhureau suspected that
the steamships secretly kept him in the
trade as a means of forcing the bureau
to continue the contract for thess trans-
Aftlantic passengera

Under the operation of the bureau the
traffic was apportioned among the
members by 8 central agent. No line
copld command {ta own busineas. This
frequently led to dissatisfaction. The
Southern Pacific was never a member of
the bureau, belleving that its interests
would be better served by Independent
sction. Lafe reporte Indicate that this
bellef is now shared by all the Harri-
man lines. Thus it may tura out that
the Harriman lines, in connection with
the firet ward agent who has been so
carefully nourished In opposition to the
burean, may lead the bureau a very
merry chase, And the element of com-
petition ntroduced In this manner will
prevent many of the abuses that ob-
tained under the regime of ante-bureau
timen,

Lines outside the buretu will make
thelr own arrangements for Immigrant
business, " They will solicit in Europe
and ticket through to destinatlon over
their own roads, and will In all respects
command thelr own traffic. They will
them be able to concentrate efforts on
any given fleld, and in all ways to man-
age the traffic so that It wiil yleld the
Ereatest results” Extensiyve gystems
like the Harriman lines can do this to
advaniage because they can afford to
organize and malntain Independent
work. The smaller lines must stick to
the bureau, and some of the lnrger ones
may do =0. The contest that is prom-
Ised, though it pertains chlefly io Inter-
rallroad relations, will be beneficial to
the extent that competition will be In
troduced In a field where thére has been
practically none. The self Interest of
the raliroads may be relled upon for a
guaranty of the good character of the
immigration. The present rallroad pol-
ley is not merely to grab for the lmmi-
grant fares, but rather to settde unoc-
cupled country with people who will
make it productive and thus add to the
permansat prosperity of railroad prop-
erty.

IMPORTANT AXD OPPORTUNE.

The discovery of Noah's ark In petri-
fled form upon a mountaln of Alaska
is vouched for by no less an authority
than the secretary of the Skagway Y.

tlocary geographical proposal appears
it must be acepted as a fixed polint
from which to correct certaln popular
misconceptions of primeval annals.
Fortunately, this discovery does not
stand alome, for the Valley of the Co-
lumbla has been recognized as the site
of the Garden of Eden, and the propin-
quity of the Noachian craft need occa-
son no surprise. The author of that
noteworthy work, “History of Amerioa
Before Columbus™ (J. B. Lippincott &
Co.: Phlladeiphla and London, 1900),
Rev. P. De Roo, long & student in the
Vatican archives and now a Portiand
ciergyman, mentions the location of the
Garden of Eden in the Columbia Val-
ley by "Morgan,” whom we suppose to
be none other than the American anti.
quary and philologist, whose general
accuracy excited the admiration of Pro-
fessor John Fiske, the historian. .Mor-
gan was not apt to be wrong, and if he
said that Eden was here, his judgment
is not likely to be set aside, It will only
be gecessary, therefore, untll Becretary
Reld ratifies the detalls of his Porcu-
pine River find, to identify certain other
geographical duta =et out In Genesis
and And among them such confirma-
tlon of the discovery as offers Itself to
the open mind. 3
Ge2ology has jong been aware of the
priority of North Amériea, In polat of
tims, to the 0ld Waorld, falsely so-
callsd. 'Why our ecuntry lagged behind
in Its subsequent development {8 vari-
ously accounted for, In some respects
conflictingly »o; but of its great age
there is no doubt. Bome point between
Hudson's Bay and the present State of
New York was probably the first por-
tlon of the globe's Archaean founda-
tion to Jift its red-brown crest above
the dismal waters of the primeval ocean.
Additions to It, north, south and west,
went omn apace, geologically spenking,
and where the Columbia broke through
the Cascades was a famillar landmark
in terrestrial annals jong before West-
emn Oregon was dreamed of. Here In
North America, accordingly, we may
logically look for the cradle of the race,
Here, we may assume roamed the ele-
phants, llons and other trople ereatures
whose remains are found today embed-
ded in the Arctic solitudea Here, In

-

M C. A, and, however this revolu-

, who must have
been Jdriven southward at the time of
the general exodus from Eden. Ob-
serve, also, that when Caln myrried, he
took his wife from the Land of«Nod, &
very thinly disgulsed referemce to the
iraditionn] sleeplness of the Willam-
ette Valley, The four rivers Into which
the water supply of Eden divided (teelf
are readily recognizable as the Colum-
bia itself, With the Willamette, Snake
and Cowlite. These sangulnary feuds
of Eastern Oregon ranchers are clearly
prefigured In the lamented tragic en-
counter between Caln and Abel, and the
clothing materia! supposed by the sa-
cred writer to have been the fig leaves
of Aeia may be safely set down as the
Incomparable Berberis Aqgulfollum, or
Oregon grape, whose follage, If it falle
short of the fig's In size and mobllity,
leaves little to be desired as a penal
vestment for erring gardeners

The Porcupine River discovery Is
most timely. We call upon Secrefary
Reed, of the Lewis and Clark Centen-
silal, to spply at once for such portions
of the ark aa will lend themselves most
effectively to display and can be moved
readlly, for exhibit it the Exposition of
1805, Few attractions could surpass It
in interest and merit, and every de-
mendant of Bhem, Ham and Japhet, In-
cluding even the anti-imperialists,
should be invited and drged to attend
in honor of the helrloom. The seven-
teegth day of the month Nisan, that Is
April 27, our reckdning, belng the annl-
versary of the ark's resting on Ararat—
that lo to say, upon Porcupine Creek—
should be set apart by the exposition
magagement for a reunion and informal
banquet of the entire family. The prior.
ity of this clafm for recognition in the
programme will be recognized we
should say, by even the Native Sons
and the Coionlal Dames

If any one should think it strange
that a man of Mr. William Ladd's cul-
tivation, great wealth and exacting
bLusiness cares should accept the onerous
and thankless duties of Pollce Commie-
sloner he wonld be very wide of the
mark. There |s nd post the man of
wealth ean render the community In
which he lives a greater service than
in execution of ite lawe against evil-
doers. No costly structures he can
ralse, charitable, artistic or educational
institutions he can endow, or lofty mon-
uments erect, can equal the good he
can do If through firm and consclen-
tious direction of the city's police pow-
ers he leaves the Impress of decency
and righteousness upon the present and
the growing generation. Miles of pave
ments and prosperous assesoment roils
make a sorry covering for a community
that is morally cancerous and festering
at the heart with the poison of lawless-
nesd and licentiousness, The corrup-
tion of our great clties lies largely a
the door of men of great abliity, great
wisdom and great wealth, who leave
these posts of responsibility and labor to
be flled by the unworthy who mesk
them cagerly for their opportunities of
dishonest galn. Mr, Latd's acceptance
of the Police Commissionership ls of &
plece with Judge Willlams® acceptance

clty and every state and cvery country
where humanity Is found Is of men in
high places and jow who despise the
strife and seif-seeking of local politics
and practice as well as preach the doc-
trine that “public office I» a public
trust.”

Since the discovery of gold ln Mon-
tana, jess than forty years ago, that
etate has produced precious metals to
the valus of over $1,000,000,000. Copper
leads in this valuation, the cutput ln
value of thie meta] since 1582 being
$361,110,718; sliver follows with $350,796,-
364; gold is third, the output since 1862,
the date of its first discovery, belng
$277,129.739. Lead makes up the balance
of the grand total with an ocutput since
15883 aggregating In walue 3512735368,
To improved methods of milling ores are
due the constantly increasing value of
the gold output of this wonderful Rocky
Mountaln seotion. No new or great dis
covery of gold has been made there in
relatively recent years, yet, through
these methods, gold-bearing rock that it
did not pay in former years to work s
now made to yield op Its treasure and
the supply of low-grade ores seems o
be practically exhaustless. Montana ls
no longer a sllver state; neither Is It a
copper or & gold state, but a mining
state, the mineral wealth of which, not.
withstanding Its billlon-dollar contribu-
tion to the wealth of the world, in the
past forty years, is yet scarcely en-
croached upon.

The trouble in the case of King Ed-
ward that called for the service of the
surgeon would probably not, In a
younger man, have caused any special
apprefension of fatal results: perhaps,
jndeed, in & less prominent man, little
“would have been made of the operation,
which seems to have remuited In evacu-
ating & pus cavity in the usual way
and establishing drainage of the wound.
If the King's rapld progress toward
recovery is maintained, -the tendency
will be to minimize the danger to his
life and, with the unthinking, increase
the disappointment that resulted from
the postponement or abrogation of the
coronation. There Is, however, & gen-
erous undercurrent of thankfulness that
the case was no worse, and that the
King, though uncrowned, is spared to
the mation.

8ir Joseph Lister, who performed the
operation upon King Edward last week,
has given Inestimable service to the
world through his system of antiseptlc
surgery. He has attalned a place In
medical science beyond which he can-
not be exalted though monarchs are his
patients and valuable lives may con-
tihue to be saved by his skill. Dilligent,
resourceful, strong In his calling, hie
name insplres confidence as his skill in-
spires admiration the world over.

1t 1= to be feared that the Alaska In-
diano are not qulte abreast of modern
exegesis and hermencutica Thelr geal,
however, 1o entitied to all praise. They
ilstened to the story of Noah's ark—and

went straightway gut and found it

of the Mavoralty. The need of every'

in water is practically unlimited.
notion po doubt has had a good

city in the world.

more liberally supplied with water than
any other ¢ity in Eurvpe, the per capita
average ls 3 gallons, In most Contl-
nental cities the per caplita average falls
below M galions, and In gome places
In Italy it falls as low as five gallons. In
American cities, where the bathtub =
universal, and where water Is more freely
used for every purpose, the average runa
much higher, but it rarely exceeds 10
gallons, Economists have fixed upon 78
gallons ag a maximum where under mod-
em  conditions every convenlent and
wholesome purpose may be provided for.

Of course it Is the merest prodigality
that runs the consumption in Portland
up to such enormoua figures. There was
no such waste of water in the old days,
when the supply was in private hands,
and there would not be mow but for the
universal jdea that the supply Is with-
out limit and the further fact that there
fa no relationahip between the monthly
charge and the quantity of waler con-
sumed or ailowed to run to waste. There
being no way under the present arrange-
ment by which penalties may be enforced
for extravagant and aseless draughts up-
on the water system, the water depart-
ment 8 helpleas; and theve is serious dan-
ger that It may be forced into large and
costly additions to the Eysiem on this
account.

One of two things s Imperative, namely,
the consumption of water must be brought
within reasonable lmits or a new condult
must soon be lald between the source of
supply in Bull Run River and the re-
eelving reservolrs In the city. It Is cer-
taln that the former can be accomplished
by means of meters, for it has been found
uglversajly that waste of water ceases
to & large extent when water wasted has
to be pald for. But the meter system Is
not free from objections. It would, it is
estimated, cost a quarter of a milllon dol-
lars to equlp the whole clity with meters,
and semething, of course, would be added
to the fixed charge for administration—
for the work of inspection, repairs, etc.
Furthermore, the meter system & pever
& popular one, and its introduction could
not fall to limit to some extent the satis-
faction and pride universally feit by the
people of Fortland In their Incomparable
water system. But the aiternative Is
even more serious, sinee upon the most
reasonable estimates It would cost no
less than 51350000 to make another pipe
line between Bull Run River and the City,
with of course an anpusl addition to the
fixed charges of the system for malnte-
nance,

It Is, of course, greatly to be desired
that creation of & second pipe line be
postponed as long as posaible, and there
Is, In fact, no real need for it for ten years
to come If consumers would voluntarily
limit themiselves to reasonable uses of
water. But experience ls discouraging,
for no appeal which the water depart-
ment bas made thus far has had the
slightest effect to iimit the draughts upon
the system. The probable outcome—due
wholly to a foollsh and reckless waste-4
fulness—is a second plpe line and an In-
definite pastponement of further reduc-
ton In water rates

There |s another abuse In connection
with the water system of Portland whose
carrection rests wholly with public senti-
ment, due to ths fact that the municipal.
ity does oot pay Its water bill of some-
thing llke 5,000 or §40.000 per year. The
theory upon which this charge i made, or
rought to be made, agninst the city, In
that it should pay for the water facility
which protects the Dbusiness district
against fire, The Dusiness district of
Portland, as of every cily, contributes
next to nothing to malntenance of the
water system in the ordinary way—that
Is, itz consumption of water ls small. A
great wholesale bullding worth $50,000,
and enjoying through the water system a
protections agninst fire worth maany thou-
sunds of dollars per year, usually pays
to the water departmient only a fow dols
lars per month. It pays slmply consum-
ers’ rates for the Iittle water It uses, and
nothing st all for fire protection. The
water system from which it enjoys such
advantages !s maintained from rates
charged general consumers.

In other words, the cost of maintaining
a great and valuable fire protection lor
the business district falls chiefly upon the
genernl body of water-rate payers. Thers
& no easy and precise way of equalising
this charge—of making the business dis-
trict pay its due share—but It may be done
approximately by exacting a consideradle
annyal charge for water service from the
municipality to which the business dis.
trict ts of course the inrgest contributor
In the form of taxes. This plan Is very
gceerally empioyed In American clilles and
while It 1s not exempt from criticism, It
works, on the whole, fairly well. The late
Mr. Henry Falilng made this matter the
subject of special study, and the practice
of charging up to the municipajity a spe-
cific proportion of the annual cost of the
waler system—a practice which continues
In spite of the fact that the money Is
never pald—was inangurated by him,

There can be no doubt about tha gen-
eral justice of this charge aguinst the
municipality; and the principle 1= not
altered by the fact that the municipality
chooses to ignore its responsibility.

It s unjust and discreditable to the last
degrea that the solid and wealthy busl.
ness distriet of Portland evades its legitl-
mate obligation in the matter of fire pro-
tection just because it has the brute
power to do If and leaves a3 burden which
belongs to Itself and which 1t could easily
bear, upon the water-rate payers who for
the most part are people In very moderate
circumstancés. The surprise is that the
water-rate payers conilnue to carry this
burden from year to year almost without
protest.

The Foem Can Wait,
Indlanapolisa News,

It i= a pity that so mueh sxcellent coro-
pation poetry goes to waste—at least for
the time being—on account of the King's
filness, Bliss Carmen's ode coutaifis =
striking wverse:

Swand up, sir, in your honor! they come from
near and far, )

Rajah and Chief and Councilior and Prince and
Rasridar, .

From Canada and Ind

And the lands behind the wind,

Whese purpose pone may gquestion nor thelr

decres rescind,
To name you King of Eogland for the gentle-
man you are.

Unfortunately, the King cannot comply
with the “EBtand up, sir/" just now, but

perhaps the peem can walt

———
= -

WARM ISTERVIEW WITH OXNARD

New York Times.

Mr. Oxnard denles that he had a bad
Quarter of an hour with the President
Tuesday morming. The story ran that
President Roosevelt told Oxmard with
much plainness of speech that he in-
tended to negotiate a commercial treaty
with Cuba, and that the treaty would
certalnly be ratified at the next sesslon
of Corgress, with the ald of Democratic
votes, If need be.

Mr. Oxnard's denfa]l as to Tuasday may
be ancepted. There Is a theory that the
story now current s a belated acscount of
an interview that did take place while
the Bpooner bill was on Its way to death
and defeat at the hands of Oxnard. The
powerful bebt-sugar lobbyist is sald to
have been deeply humiliated by the plain
Ianguage of the President to him In the
presence of other persons.

No guarantee goes with the storr. But
we do not ace how It would be possible
for Préaldent Roocsevelt to ¢t Oxnard get
away from the White House, If he ever
came there. without giving him a plece
af the Execotive mind The Presilent
I# vigorous in speech, Oxnird !s= offen-
#ive In conduct. The President la ex-

with men, quite Incapabie nf a pretence
of liking when he feels Adlslike, and by
o means so meek and long suffering as,
pay., Frapnkiln Plerce or James Modroe.
On the whole, we think it probabls that
the President did glve Oxnard 1 sound
wigging, and, If go, he made the punish-
ment At the crime.

We doubt If the President swore. He
Is not given to that form of emphasis
and profanity would be unseemly in a
Fregident of the United States He
may have pounded his blg desk, but that
Is & stout plece of furniture, which, as It
withstood the fist of Grover Cleveland,
would be littie lkely to collapse under
the decinmatory efforts of Theodore
Roosevelt. The languige was the maln
thing. however, and it Iz a grievous mis-
fortune that the steaographer's art was
not permitted to preserve it for the pub-
lle delight. Oxnard is a perfectly sel-
fish lobbyist, and perfectly shameless, He
has had the hardlhood to put himself
snd his protected sugar factories right
acrosn the path of the President and the
leaders of the Republican party. He

of the Ameriean people, a meisurs in-

for the protection of the Cubans against
suffering, lo=s and rualn Oxnard has
thus shown himsolf to be o heartless man,
and a very mein man. In a popular vote
for the meanest man In America his ma-
Jority would, of course, be overwheim-

If President Roosevelt, equipped for
the encounter by a vocahulary Inherited
his many near snd remote Diuten
uncles. did talk to Oxnard as Oxnard
deserves to be talked to, the Incident wil
win for him nothing but public approval
and fresh popularity.

Maybe Dewey Is Wrong.
New York Times,

Admirel Dewey, by repeating before tha
Senate commitiee on the Philippines hia
declaratlon that “the native Flllpinos are
more capable of self-government than the
Cubans,” gave at last & means of recon-
clling thet remarkable statement with the
general bellef In hiz sanity, Hitherto,
while the words were supposed to mean
that the Filipinos could rule themssives,
and the Cubana could not, it was wvery
hard to 4o this, and a good many of us,
Eiving up the task as !mpossible, found
consolation in the hope that the Admiral
had been misquoted., Coneidering as =«
whole, however, the testimony he gave
before the committee, one can see that
all he intended was (0 expreas his uttsr
digbellef in the capacity of the Cubana
for self-government, and thit in cailing
the Fllipinos better fitted for It than they,
be simply intended to utiiize his knowi-
edge, then and now shared by all who
have any nformation at ail on the sub-
Ject, that self-government as we under-
stand It Is lmpracticable In the Philip-
Lpines. Thus Interpreted, the comparison
s no longer a bald contradiction of facts;
It Is only an emphatic way of expressing
an opinlon about the Cubans, Concern.
Ing the Iatter, of course, Admiral Dewoy
is mistaken, but it is & satural and fom-
prehensive error, shared by many, who,
liks the Admiral, have seen only the worst
side of Cuban character, and who expect
too much and the wrong things from a
race with which by blood, and especlally
by training. they are unsympathetic. At
least three-fourths of the sallors and sol-
diers who went to Cuba during the war
with Bpain would agree with the Admi-
ral's estimate of the Islanders, but Gen.
eral Wood would not, and his verdict is
worth that of all the others put togéther,
Free or subjugated, the Cuban is @ Cuban,
with his own Instincts and jdeals, but he
i» a white man, and, so far as the rule of
the Island {8 concerned, he la a white man
who ecan pend, When Admiral Dewey
hoids the Cuban Inferior to the brown or
black man, he does not quite reajize what
he says, and certainly he doe= not mean It

Has No Supporters,

Roseburg Plalndealer,
Anybody but Geer himself can ses that
he has not the ghost of & show of belng
elected to succeed Simon, Geer has no
supporters In the coming Legislature. The
Republicans say he was not the nominee

obligated to support him, while & Demo-
erat who would vote for Geer would com.
mit political sulcide. There Is, eandidly,
80 far as we can #eo, not a single rea-
on why Geer should be elected United
States Benator, except that he ls unwill-
Ing to let go of the public teat.

city just prior to the electlon, on which
occaslon he had previously agreed to pre-
side, and his disioyalty and Adlainterest
manifested In his party and its sueccess
during the lats campalgn have placed him
In general disfavor with the Republlcans
throughout the state and have relinquished

tecognilion, favors or honors at the hands
of his party,

The North at Fault, Too.
Boston Transcript.

The fact that nobody grows hyaterien]
ever the Jefferson Davis monument pro-
Ject peems 10 Indicate that the time Is not
far distant when it will be recognized at
the North that the Boutherners were not
alone to blame for the great Civil War,
It was the condition of things which
made the war inevitable. The [rrepresaible
confilct had become acute Of course,
the North was |n the right In Its anti-
slavery mititude, but was It mot sgually
blamable with the Eouth in the Introduec-
tion of slavery to this country? And
Is the North doing anything remarkahly
different from the South to prevent a prac-
tical gerfdom for blacks succeeding
oMer form of alavery? How much, for
instance, is belng done (o remove the
color line (n work and trade among us?

The Britiah Emplre,
Willlam Watson
Time, and the ocean, and some fostering siar,
In high eabal have mads us what we are,
Wha stretch one hand 1o Huren's beanded
pines,
And ope on Kashmir's smowy shoulder iay,
And round the streaming of whoss ralment
shizes
The iris of the Austrmissian spray,
For waters have connilved at our designs,
And winds have plotted with us—and behald,
* Kingdom In kingdom, sway in cversway,
Dominlon fold In fold:
- L] - L] - - L] . -
O Adcam of averiordships! ta decay
First at the heart, the eye scarce dimmed at
all;
Or perish of mueh cumber and array,
The burdening Tobe of emplre, and Ita pall;
Or, woluntwous hours the wantom peey:
Die of the polsons that mostly sweetly slay;
Or, from insensate
With prodigies. with light
Of tralling angers on the monstrous nmight,
Magnificently fall.

ceedingly stralghtforward in als dealing= |

{ washed up at

has defsated a public measure that pecu- |
llarly commended Itself to the approval |

tended a% a fulfillment of our duty, and |

NOTE AND COMMENT

Are your skates ready to use?
Oh, Winter, wilt thou néver go?
Play ball gentlemen, and play it to win.

There Is still time to get your house’lne
sured,

Does the weather clerk take us for
Filipinos?

The Minnesota Republicans seem O
have |deas of thelr own about trusts.

Speaking of the weather—but let up
change it. together with the subject.

A billion-dollar Congress doesn’t sound
80 blg In these days of J. P. Morgan.

King Edward has always been a good
King. and he is getting better very rap-
Idiy.

Judging by the returns from Washing-

ton, the eecnvicts flee cnly where no man
pursueth.
—

Every man who gees fishing this weath-
er Is sure 1o bring buck at leost a sucker,
If he zets back.

We shall have an opportunity today of
Judging the sufficiency of those explan-
ations of Munsger Vigneuz's.

A man that will go fishing these gays
can hope for no salvatlop. He shoald go
ducking, for there is some chance of his
getting it

infarmed that scme
in the storm.
very busy with

We are credibly
peopls went flshing
The fpol-killer must
other clients,

carly

be

This kind of weather will dampen .pa=-
triotic ardor, but. as it will aiso dampen
Incipient fires, perhay« it ia not such a
bad thing, after all

Cannot the fact that Tracs
thelr last stopping
be taken am an Indieation that they
be next Jooked for In church?
is next to godilneas.

and Merrill
place

muay
Cleanliness

We nate that some of tho |
men who bave been fsbing
week caught but few of eckled
beauties * Thel should have stayed at
home and gone fishing in the streets dur-

cal SPOTLE-
Iarin the

the =p

| Ing the heavy showers of the last two

of their party, but got on the tleket 1:;—'
petition: therefore they are ™ no way |

|
Hin :
skulking out of Salem on the occasion of |
the grand Republican mily held in that |

any clalm hée may have had for furtbher |

the |

days.

In the morning call me early,

Call me other dear,
Il be the gladdest day

Of ull ths glad Xew Year,

You'd beittor have sotme mrnics
And maorphine handy by

For temorron's the Faurth of July, mothel
For tomiogrow’s the Fourth of July.

From appearances, we should think thag
there might be some very good angling
in the Portland gutters, as tholr blocked
conilitlon makes them resemble the moon.
talp torrents that the foollsh [ocal fisher-
men go far to seek. Why not patronize
home industry? Hesults will be just as
good.

Colonel Harry Hall, of New York, bas
just rowurned from a Western trip. He
says that on & journey acroes the pralries
he stopped with a farmer for the aight,
He asked if he coaid have a bath, for he
was dusty and travel-stalned.

“Certnin.™ replied the farmer. Then ha
shouted te his son: “Jim, get the fixin'ag
for a tath for this yer gent.™

Jim came back with a towel. & chunk of
sonp nnd a plekax,

What s the plekax for?™* asked Hall

HOR" sald Jim, “you'll hgve to dam up
the erick!™

Recently the Governor of Idaho visited
the office of fhe Surveyor-General. This
letter, which, Is now In the files of the
Civil Service Commission, was sent to the
Governor by the stafl in the office: “Dear
Governor—\When your earthly course s
done, and you reach the borders of Styx,
still bearing aloft the love torch and the
friendly and beneflcent banner., the an-
clent ferryman will. we know, receive you
with love and reverence and give you &
safe transit with Joy and thanksgiving.
Rhadamanthus will hall you with a glad
“Well done.” und escort you to the rose-
embowered gatewny of the Flelds Elysian.
On golden wings turning. the pearly gates
will swing wide open anyl ‘blessed spirita
uttering Joy” will bid you thrice welcoma,
Your countlesa friends eannot go all the
way, dear Governor, with you, as we are
not all‘so worthy as thou, knight of na-
ture's nobtiity, but we will try to lmitate
your example, except in what is [nimit-
able, and shall hope to join you when we
ahall have had our fill "of earth and Its

transitory bicssings.”™

On rising to apeak, Joseph Chamberialn,
the Colonial Secretary, places his neatly-
written notes on the brass-bound box be-
fore him, and having put the edges
stralght, frea away Mr. Chamberlaln
speaks slowly, angl uses scarcely any ges-
ture. Most dangerous when most polita,
kin face becomes like a plece of parch-
ment when roused to angoer. In the art of
erushing an adversary by an Inconvenient
gquotation or by some personal thrust, Mre,
Chamberialn is unequaled. It Is this gift
which makes him asx formidable on the
piatform as ke Is in the House of Com~
mona. At publlc meetings he always
seems 10 expect o few of his old Radieal
friends among the But woe= be
to the Interrupter! La&d4 on by the orator
with a seductive qus n, his opponent
gives just the reply expected. Back llke
lightning comes o erushing retort and
Benceforth all 8 smooth salllng. His
perorations are Iinvariably written out In
full tn his study, and frequently commit-
ted to memory. His volice is firm and
clear, but not very musical; his enuncia-
tlon perfect,

aunllence

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

"Tha pew chiet of detectives I a funny
man He cails his staff ‘Vnrlety' ™ “That
0T WhyT* *1 suppoee because (hey're the
spies of Ufe.'"—Phllndeiphia Record

Quulified —""Are
foreman «
“"Yeu, alr,”"
weak before lawt '

union man?' askod
ant for smployment.
npt sepl “marsied
Pittsbuirs C ke le

Church—What do you think of Raviog smok-
ing cars on the slevated road? Gotham—All
right; what I'm kickiog sbout is thos: smoking
engines —Yonkers Siatenmun

Levg-Winded. —Tess—Mr. Gayley’'s stories ars
rather bDroad, den't you think? Jess—Perhaps,
but fortunately they are not as broad s they
are long. —Philadeiphis Presa

Not Needed.—""What makes the baby cry?
asked the [ttle visltor. O™ explained Eths]
“our baby doean’: have to bhave anything to
make It cry.”"—Chicagoe Evening Post.

Making Hay. —Fond Mother—Our Doily seems
to be improving her time at the seashore. Fa-
ther—Is, «h? Fond Mother—Yes; she's besn
there only o week and has been engaged twice,
—Ohilo Swate Journal

Always a Signal for Trouble—"What started
the: awful row In that group of politelana "
“T don’t know. But I should surmise that one

you n

the

| of them had gotfen up and suoggesied a scheme

for Anrmony.” —Washington Star.

They Ought to Be.—"A couple were married
in Si. Louis the other day who coulén’t ander-
stanel each other's language,”” sald Mrs, Gilley.
And I suppose that they are unspeakably hap-
py,” commented Mr. Gliley.—Detrult Ve
Fress,




