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THE LIMIT IX FHAXCE.
In 1850 France had a population of

35,000,001; now, only 38,600,000 a rate of
Increase slower than that of any other
of the great nations. Reason for It Is
found In the social conditions that fol-

lowed the Revolution, with unlimited1
subdivision of land, with "loss of indi-

vidual initiative, and with formation
and adoption of the universal habit of
dependence of the people on the opera-
tions of government Land has been
subdivided to an extent not known else-
where, until In a great many instances
a point has been reached where the area
will do no more than supply the needs
of a very small family. For a freehold
farmer thus situated to have his landed
estate divided among several children
would mean to condemn all of them,
unless they abandoned their holdings
which they are almost always reluctant
to do, to lives of misery, and for this
reason, for merely prudential considera-
tions and with a regard for the future,
the families become very much restrict-
ed in size. Thus, families having only
one- - child, or at most two children, are
becomlrig the almost universal rule in
the country as well as in the town.

But this is not all; for the restric-
tions Imposed by the marriage dowry
system cause a large number of women
to remain single, and the selfish habits
of the men contribute to the same re-

sult In France a girl must have a dot
that is, a dowry before any one will

marry her. and this idea holds good not
caly among the socially highest and
wealthiest, but through all the ranks of
society, down to the lowest. No matter
how attractive a young woman may be,
through her beauty or intellect, there Is
almost no chance of her becoming mar-
ried unless she can bring into the new
household a sufficient capital to repre-
sent practically the cost of her future
maintenance. The husband in France
does not propose, on account of his mar-
riage, to deprive himself of those con-
veniences to which he had been accus-
tomed; he wishes to have as much
money to spend on himself as before he
took a wife, and, as it Is incumbent
on parents to provide their daughters
with the requisite dot it also becomes
evident that a daughter is an incum-
brance to be avoided.

Extravagance of women, their love of
pleasure and their desire to avoid the
care of children, xare contributory
causes. It is clear that in these condi-
tions France has reached the limit of
population, and it is even probable that
actual decrease will soon begin and con-
tinue, as a steady consequence. From
a stationary condition to one of decline
cannot be a long step in a country
whose civilization .has reached this
6tage.

A PRACTICAL EDUCATIOXAL MOVE-
MENT.

Strenuous and systematic effort for
the building up of the rural public
schools in the South is a notable and
most promising feature of the new de-
velopment of that section. The intelli-
gence of prominent men and women is
the Inspiring influence of this move-
ment, the earnestness of which is its
surety of puccess.

The pitiful Ignorance of the Isolated
rural population of many sections of the
Southern States North Carolina, for
example has become known to the out-
side world in recent years through pen
and pencil sketches of the people and
their environment. The relief of this
condition is long overdue. But the
movement looking to that end is now
well established, and the fact that It Is
engineered and pushed by Southern peo-
ple themselves gives It character and
standing among the rural population
poor to the last shift of poverty, thrift-
less to the last limit of indolence, ig-

norant to a degree that Is at once as-
tonishing and appalling, and proud "b-
eyond the dream of worth based upon
culture and character. The effort now
being made to shed light in these dark

laces is systematic, and promises to be
Chorough. The Governors of two states,
North Carolina and Virginia, go about
making stirring public addresses In be-

half of the movement. The Woman's
Clubs of Georgia have taken up the
cause, and men and women of promi-
nence In their respective communities
give It the sanction of their influence
and he impetus of their money. Meet-
ings are held in the principal towns to
lay plans whereby money can be se-

cured to equip the public schools in the
adjaoent country- - This equipment
means first of all the building of school-house- s.

Teachers will not be difficult
to secure, and that, of course, comes
next Missionary work among the older

people, whereby they may be aroused to
the necessity of sending their children
to school, is held to be the most discour-
aging part df the- task. To overcome
this contempt for "book learning"
among this class, handicrafts will be
taught in conjunction with the alphabet
and the multiplication table; school gar-
dens will be cultivated In brief, schools
that shall train the children of the rural
South in accordance with the economic
needs of their people are of the type
contemplated. Several such rural schools
have already been established in Geor-
gia, 'mainly through the work of
Woman's Clubs, and these are working
an industrial revolution In their re-

spective communities.
The movement, being" an intensely

practical one, will doubtless succeed in
due time. Its success, however, will not
In all probability be as rapidly realized
as some of its more enthusiastic work-
ers expect The reason Is not far to
seek not farther, at least than the
ramshackle cabins In which the

rural population live In con-
tented Indolence and stagnant ease, as
their forefathers have lived for genera-
tions, their world bounded by the line
where the mountains meet the sky.

HARMOXY INTENSIFIED.
Such reaching out and gathering In

of harmony as Mr. Cleveland neglected
In his arraignment of Bryanlsm at the
Tllden banquet, Mr. Bryan supplies in
his counterblast against "Cleveland-ism.- "

Harmony Is now so thick that It
can be cut up In chunks and put on
the market In another column this
morning we print also Mr. Henry Wat-tersn- 's

contribution to universal Demo-
cratic amity. Our Oregon Democrats
are always strong for harmony
with a big "H." They at least
are for a united Democracy, not so
much in principles as In votes. Let
Bryan and Cleveland think what they
please, so they vote the" ticket and don't
abuse each other. That Is the doctrine
of the rank and file everywhere. For-
tunately for the welfare of the country,
the Democratic rank and file cut very
little Ice. They are always ready to fol-

low some political shyster like Hill or
loud-mouth- blatherskite like Bryan,
vote him a great man without regard
to his principles or purposes, and be
led like lambs to the slaughter.

Who Is going to control the Demo-
cratic party In 1904 the Clevelandltes
or the Bryanites? That Is the interest-
ing question which nobody knows but
everybody asks about Perhaps the
wisest course is to "look for the unex-
pected. There is no accounting for the
fury against Cleveland that possessed
the Democratic party as soon as It
found out he was a man of courage
and convictions. There was no account-
ing for the frenzy that seized upon it
under the hypnotic spell of Bryan's im-

passioned and foolish speech at Chicago
In 1896. Something quite as unforeseen
and unaccountable may turn up with
the Democrats lrt JS04 and the faithful
sheep will bow down and worship the
new "greatest man of the age," declared
so by the majority vote of the nominat-
ing convention.

Mr. Cleveland has the better of the
fight in that small and vanishing por-

tion of the party which thinks and
comprehends ideas and the meaning of
the English language. His success
would be preferable on that score, inas-
much as he comes nearer than Bryan
does to Republican, that Is to say, to
sane, views. Wrong as he may be on
many things, he is not incurably crazy
enough to suppose that legislation can
establish the value of metals or make
the poor rich. In a party composed of
rational beings there would be no doubt
of Cleveland's success; but nothing can
be safely predicated concerning a party
that will accept the vagaries of "Coin"
Harvey and Bryan as sacred "princi-
ples" to be fought for and made the
basis of party loyalty.

The Democratic party has tied itself
to Bryanlsm, and the task of excision
discovers greater formidableness the
more closely It is approached. Henry
Wattereon represents a considerable fol-

lowing of veteran Democrats who view
the gold wing with unconquerable aver-
sion for Cleveland's course regarding
patronage, the labor vote, the Income
tax and the "Money Power," and espe-

cially his uncompromising and never-dyin- g

warfare on the dominant ele-

ment in the party. They have been
with the temporizing Hill and Gorman
rather than with the stubborn Cleve-

land. Neither Olney nor Whitney has,
stood as mllltantly for correct views of
money and property in party platforms
as Cleveland has, and they hesitate at
if they do not openly discountenance
his belligerence. Then there Is no use
disguising the firm hold Mr. Bryan has
maintained, not only upon the machin-
ery, but the affections of his party.
Cleveland's vote in 1892 was 5,556,000,

but Bryan's In 1896 was 6,502,000 and in
1900 6,374,000.

Democratic harmony is impossible
along the lines proposed by the leaders
of the sundered wings of the party.
One side will be satisfied only with con-
fession that Bryanlsm is to blame for
the defeats of 1S96 and 1900, and the
other side will agree to peace only upon
condition that Bryan is absolved from
that charge and the real responsibility
Is located upon the "traitors" who
helped elect McKlnley. Harmony with-
out these hostile conditions Is less
preferable to either group of leaders
than war, even If It Involves defeat
Behind each of these groups of leaders
stands a determined section of the
parti', numbered by hundreds of thou-
sands. The party seems as hopelessly
bound to financial heresy as it was for
twenty years to Its sympathy for slav-
ery and secession. Mistakes like these
cannot be rectified In a day. Cleveland
himself as a Presidential candidate
would be opposed by many who could
conquer distrust of the party as a whole.
The evil that Bryan has done will out-
last his generation, though he live to
be a hundred years old.

Supersensltivenesa of the South to re-

hearsals of cruelties in the Civil War,
drawn by General Grosvenor and oth-
ers impartially from the records of both
sides, is becoming very wearisome. The
annals of Grant's orders and Sherman's
and Sheridan's campaigns, as well as
those of Llbby and Andersonville, af-
ford a perfectly pertinent and cogent
answer to the Democratic wails over
cruelties in the Philippines. War ia al-
ways cruel, and war with a savage foe
is sure to be barbarously so. There Is
a distinct streak of dishonest pettifog-
ging In this attempt of Southern Demo-
crats to escape the legitimate conse-
quences of their complaints of cruelty
through outcries of "sectional persecu-
tion." Just this course was pursued in-
cessantly by Tillman until his Demo-
cratic colleagues shut him up. He
would bewail in plaintive tones the dis-
franchisement of the poor Filipinos and
when' U was fairly retorted on him that
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he might show p. little consistent sym-
pathy for the poor disfranchised negro
In South Carolina, he threw up his
hands and cried "sectional persecution."
It 19 very funny for Messrs: Tillman
and Qarmacktln the .Senate and for
Bar tie tt 'and Richardson in the House to
give punishment but a most outrageous
and Immoral thing that they should be
expected to receive punishment Hence
the "baby aqt" which does net argue
any overwhelming" strength of the cause
that pleads it
XO SEX IX BRITISH GOVERNMENT.

Certain English women, like Lady
Jeune, think the presence of a King
rather than a Queen upon the English
throne will surround it with a new po-

litical Influence. This view Is more
plausible than profound. Since the rev-
olution of 1688 no sovereign of Great
Britain has dared to be other than a
constitutional ruler, and In time of se-
vere national trial the ship of state in
England has breasted the waves quite
as gallantly and successfully whether
the nominal captain was a man or a
woman. It would not be fair to take
Elizabeth of England as a typical fe-

male sovereign, as It would not be fair
to take Sardanapalus as a typical King,
for Elizabeth was really a desexed
woman In speech, manners and temper,
but even In the case of Elizabeth it is
safe to say that the English people
saved Elizabeth rather than Elizabeth
England. The circumstances of Eliza-
beth in her contest with Spain were not
more difficult than those which Queen
Anne encountered In her great contest
with Louis XIV of France. Queen
Anne was a very weak, mediocre
woman, but she "won out" as triumph-
antly over France as Elizabeth did over
Spain. The sturdy, splendid English
people, voiced by their great statesmen,
won the day for Elizabeth and for
Anne. The English people would have
won in any case, whether the monarch
had been a man or a woman, so com-
pletely from an early day have the Eng-
lish people In serious circumstances
proved equal to their own salvation,
whethor their rulers were weak or
wicked.

The assumption that the social and
political changes which took place be-
tween 1S37 and 1861 during Victoria's
reign would have advanced at a slower
pace or In a different direction had a
King rather than a Queen been upon
the English throne Is probably not well
founded, for Queen Victoria never
sought to be other than a constitutional
sovereign, to govern solely through her
Ministers, and during the important
years of her reign she was the wife of
a most able and accomplished states-
man. There Is no Just ground for be-
lieving that, had the occupant of the
throne from 1837 to 1S61 been a man
rather than a w oman, there would have
been any less number of Important po-

litical and social reforms. The reform
bill of 1832 had become a law, the appli-
cation of steam to the forces of trans-
portation had begun In both Europe and
America. The wheels that had been set
in motion could not have been checked,
and whether William IV had been suc-
ceeded by a man or a woman. It is
likely that the "Victorian age"
would have been about what It is In so-

cial and political reform; In art and lit-
erature, and the development of science
applied to the world of trade and busi-
ness. The pretense that the womanly
personality of Victoria eerlously affect-
ed the events of her reign Is absurd, for
outside of the fact that the sovereign
of Great Britain In constitutional limi-
tations knows no sex. Queen Victoria's
personality In her most critical years
was dominated by that of her husband.
Since 1861 Victoria governed absolutely
through her Ministers, and matters
were .decided exactly as they wouli
have been had the sovereign been her
son, so completely Is the English sov-
ereign become merely the exponent of
the views of his people as expressed
through Parliament

Women are generally assumed to be
advocates of peace, but there is nothing
in the record of Victoria's reign that
Inspires the belief that after her hus-
band's death she did other than ap-
prove the policy of her 'Ministers,
whether It was for,war or peace. This
much is said to point out how powerless
the sovereign of Great Britain is.
whether man or woman, to shape or
control important political events. King
Edward, for whose natural and ac-
quired abilities the enlightened world
feels nothing but .respect, will, through
his constitutional limitations, be able
to exercise no mdre Influence over the
government of Great Britain than did
his mother. HisjMlnisters will govern
Great Britain according tp the mani-
fested will of Parliament The personal
popularity of the King will be of service
to him In masters of comparatively
small importance, but In matters of
large and serious state policy the sover-
eign simply listens with respectful
bended head tc the exposition of the
views of the British House of Parlia-
ment ,"

Passing fromithe sphere of political to
that of social influence, the official poten-
tiality of the new King- - Is very great.
Queen Victoria was not only a woman,
but became a very old woman; a woman
too old to be in touch with the manners,
the tastes and the temper of her time.
She was treated with profound respect
In her social retirement consequent
upon her personal bereavement, but
nevertheless the presence of an aged fe-
male sovereign at the head of the court
exhausted its welcome long before her.
death. King Edward is in his Cist year,
but he is a man of the
world, .of genial temper, of excellent
education, a man of tact, good sense
and good feeling. His wife is a charm-
ing Woman' and the advent of the royal
pair to the throne is assurance of a
court that will be .distinguished for
social charm. The manners of all Eng-
land take their color and tone from that
of the court, and while KJng Edward
retains bodily health and activity he Is
sure to be a popular sovereign. His in-
tellectual and social equipment Is so
superior .that he has been spoken of
with admiration by accomplished Amer-
icans of the quality of the late E. J.
Phelps, and our present Ambassador,
Joseph H. Choate.

The disappointment of the English
people at the delay of the coronation of
King Edward is only exceeded by their
anxiety for hie life. The operation to
which the King was subjected yesterday
may have been a very simple one, but
there is afeelins that a surgical opera-
tion of any" kind means a good deal In
the way of danger to a man who is past
60 and whore entire life has been a more
or less elaborate function, combined
with much eating and drinking. It Is
certain, moreover, that the case was ur-
gent, as otherwise the operation would
have been postponed for. a week in or-

der to let the gorgeous coronation p"a- -
I ceant With the-Kin- g as the figurehead,

pass In review before the multitudes as-
sembled to witness-i- t Naturally, there
fore, the gravest fears are mingled with
the bitter disappointment incident to
the postponement pf the coronation of
the King. As the civilized world shared
to some extent, the Interest of the Brit-
ish Nation in this long-herald- event.
so It will now share In like degree the
disappointment and anxiety of the Brit-
ish people at the eerlous interruption
of the coronation festivities.

Before Hill again ven-
tures- the assertion that all Democrats
are united for popular election of Sena-
tors, he should find some means of ex-

plaining away the simple fact that
among Its outspoken opponents have
been Senators Gray (now Judge), of
Delaware, Morgan and Pettus, of Ala-
bama, and Representatives William
Everett, of Massachusetts, and Franklin
Bartlett of New York. Probably this
list could be extended almost Indefi-
nitely. A favorite argument against
the proposal is that it offers to Impair
somewhat the prerogatives of the states
as such, emphasizing the people as vot-
ers and subordinating the states as

This is more Democratic in
tone than anything else.

The automobile, like the bicycle, re-
quires special track or road accommo-
dations if its speed Is to be made fully
available. In recognition of this fact
a number of automobile owners of New
York City are planning to construct on
Long Island fifty miles of road, to cross
other roads above or below grade, so
they may have a free courae on which
to speed their machines. Is there in
this a suggestion of the coming of rail-
ways without rails? From running a
single motor en such a road to attach-
ing one or more trailers thereto, says
th Youths' Companion, "is a short step,
and the next leads to passenger and
freight service." This is the natural
course as judged by the evolution of
the electric railway.

There Is Joy In the Senate because
the Administration's Just and necessary
Army reform bill has been stabbed to
death, and now there Is a gleeful de-

termination to force Grandmother Jones
on the President for a place on the
Canal Commission, partly to reward
him for his long and consistent exist-
ence as a Senator and steadfast re-

fusal to became anything else, but prin-
cipally as a thorn In the President's
eide. The civic Ideals of righteousness
and efficiency In public life, held by
Theodore Roosevelt, are utterly unbear-
able to the dignified and courteous Sen-
ate, and Its honor'must be vindicated.
It Is to be hoped that the joke will be
on the other side when the people have
time to be heard from- -

A pathetic record of a brief life was
closed In Seattle Monday with the bur-
ial of the body of the Underwood Infant,
for whose murder the parents are In
prison In that city, awaiting trial.
Sympathy in the case has been trans-
ferred to the parents of the' criminal
young couple who destroyed the pitiful
evidence of their ungoverned lives. This
Is where sympathy belongs, now that
the suffering babe no longer needs It
Sympathy extended to the unnatural
creatures who destroyed their offspring
would be clearly misplaced, and leni-
ency cannot be shown" to them without
violation of the simplest tenet' of jus-
tice.

Bryan comes back from Cuba with
the conviction that will
be a failure there. He hasn't brains
enough to see that this completely over-
throws his contention for the Philip-
pines, and if he had the brains he hasn't
the moral backbone to admit It The
Republicans have granted Cuba

hence It Is a failure. They
have not granted the Philippines

therefore it is the thing to
do. "One of the greatest men that ever
lived" Is this Bryan. Jim Raley or Pat
Powers will swear it on a stack of
Bibles.

Mr. Bryan does' not like the Idea of
a harmonious Democratic party led by
Mr. Cleveland. The cause of this Is not
far to seek. The situation Is, indeed,

Naturally enough, the
remote possibility of a triumphant De-
mocracy with any other man at its
head Is gall and wormwood to a man
whose strenuous yearning for the Pres-
idential office will 'cease only with his
breath.

Elect Senators by the people, says
Senator Lodge, "and the states Will be
hopelessly weakened, and the balance of
the Constitution will be destroyed, cen-
tralization will advance with giant
strides, and we shall .enter upon a
period of constitutional revolution of
which the end cannot be foretold."
Really, we had no idea Lodge Is as un-
popular In Massachusetts as all that

It Is now "up to" the Common Coun-
cil to compel the Standard Oil Company
to move Its storage and supply depot
No delay should be permitted. Nor
should the company be permitted to
plant its depot on the river above the
city. The stream win carry burning
oil. Compel removal of the depot out of
the city, and not upstream.

County Clerk Swetland. in trying to
keep Frank S. Fields out of the office
to which he has been elected, is in very
email, discreditable and1 dirty business.
The effort will not succeed, cannot pos-
sibly succeed; and Swetland Is advertis-
ing his own littleness, to no end except
his own discredit

It would have been quite as well for
Mr. Bryan to have left out his refer-
ence to the "convictions" of silver men,
which he thinks Cleveland wants them
to abandon. If any of them ever really
believed In 16 to 1, they have given it up
and are trying to forget It-

Every Democratic paper says that
"Geer Is the logical Republican candi-
date for the Senate." Ah! had he been
the actual Republican candidate for
Governor, wouldn't they have scored
him? You would have heard a lot
about hlml

The rain that tell Monday was gen-
eral throughout the Willamette Valley,
and was hailed by farmers as the one
thing needed to insure the perfection
of their grain and hay crops and to
bring on their garden, stuff.

Senator Quay does no' more than his
duty In supporting the Democratic de-
mand for statehood lor all the terri-
tories. The Democrats of Pennsylvania
know no master or representative but
Matthew S. Quay.

Bryan has ground of complaint
against Cleveland, however, for he kept
him from being President '

BOER WitR'S LESSOR.

Minneapolis Times.
The general conclusion of expert writers

upon the Boer War is that the lessons It
has taught are, after all, old lessons. Cap-

tain Mahan, in his extended review of att
English history of the conflict says the
Boers have received credit for thefr In-

dividuality in fighting, for their extended
formation, for their skillful use of cover,
and for their great mobility. But he also
points out that the American Indian suc-
cessfully practiced similar tactics, until
he compelled the Amerlcari troops to Im-
itate him in ope"n-ord- fighting, and In
taking advantage of the ground. And as
long .go as the time of Thermopylae it
was shown that a handful of men, suitably
disposed, may stop an army In a, defile,
as well as from the kopjes or the btd of
a South Afiican river. At Bunker Hill
and at New Orleans the British com-
manders learned the danger of a frontal
attack against an entrenched position,
which their successors of this generation
failed to heed. The British Army in
South Africa at first showed the same
indisposition or Inability to adopt new
tactics adapted to the situation In hand
that General Braddock displayed In West-
ern Pennsylvania In 1735.

The Boers did not evolvp any new prin-
ciples of warfare, bur. they displayed great
ability in adapting their tactics to the
country In which, and to the conditions
under which, they fought Much has
been ?ald about the advantage given them
py modern arms of precision. But It is
questionable if their tactics would have
been much different with the old weapons
if the enemy had been similarly armed.
The modern rifle compels a single Jine of
battle, and an extended formation of five
paces' Intervals. The Boers Improved
upon this formation by making the inter-
vals wider and each soldier virtually his
own commander during the actual fight-
ing. With the old "Brown Bess" the,
British formation would have been In
two tolld ranks, and the Boer formation
no doubt, a skirmish line, and the com-
parative difference would have been about
the same.

There Is reason to believe that the Brit-
ish tactics would have been effective
against a highly organized and thickly
populated state. It does not follow that
because the Boers were enabled to defend
themselves so successfully that the people
of one of the small states of Europe, like
Belgium, Holland or Denmark, each with
& much larger population than the Trans-
vaal and Orange Free State combined,
could do as well. The Boers were men
especially fitted for such a conflict, every
male being accustomed to outdoor life
and the use of firearms, and possessing
an advantage of terrain that is nowhere
found in Western Europe, save perhaps, in
somewhat less degree. In Switzerland.
The Swiss, by adopting essentially the
same tactics as the Boers, and availing
themselves of their mountain defenses,
maintained their independence against the
assaults of the powerful neighboring states-fo- r

centur.es; and if they were called
upon to defend their national life again,
could no doubt sell their liberty at a price
that would apall humanity.

Salvation That Saxes.
Boston Transcript

The late annual conference of the' Sal-
vation Army shows to splendid advantage
the practical side of its work. Comman-
der Booth-Tuck- er is an adept in organiza-
tion. During six years the officers have
Increased from. 2C0O to 3C00. The social
institutions, the stronghold of the army's'
popularity, have multiplied to DOT and
9000 1n a year have been lodged, and In
six years, 3,000.000 beds have been fur-
nished. Twenty-on- e rescue homes for
girls are now In active operation, while
seven homes six years ago were considered
sufficient to meet the demands of this part
of the work.

The Increase in the efficiency of the
army', equipment goes to prove how
much practical aid It is rendering the
hopeless and forlorn. There is no insti-
tution that sets down to the supply of
real needs &mong the poor like this. Its
philanthropic work is Interesting from
two sides. It Is not only doing an excel-
lent of relief, but also one of
prevention. The side of relief in the an-
nual report Is very evident, and the side
of prevention Is not hidden. It Is, how-
ever, prevention that should be more and
more in evidence in philanthropic work.
More relief Is good, and commendable,
but It is often unduly made prominent

At thia stage of practical Christian work,
when the agencies of relief are so varied,
it Is noteworthy to mark the increase of
rescue homes for girls. The Salvation
Army has cared for over 1500 girls in six
years. Thlc Is peculiarly a work of pre-
vention, and while the tactics of the army
may not be responsive to the mipds and
methods of all workers engaged in moral
reform, this feature of the army's work
must enlist generous indorsement Mere
charity work Is apt to keep the poor
poorer on account of its methods. , But
the policy of the army in different agen-
cies which It controls Is increasingly pre-
ventive, and each annual conference is
making this more evident, much to the
Joy of Its outside backers.

Cliamlierlaln as a Speaker.
. Chambers' Journal.

Mr. Chamberlain makes his way to his
place, and, before sitting beside the leader
of the House, takes from the table an or-
der paper of the day. This, as Is gener-
ally known, contains a programme of the
business to be transacted at that evening's
sitting. Having seated himself, he studies
the paper Intently for a few seconds,
and, having apparently mastered Its con-
tents, throws it from him with an impa-
tient gesture. Mr. Chamberlain then re-
adjusts hia eyeglasses, thrusts his legs
straight out before him and looks around
the House.

On rising to 3peak he places hi3 neatly
written notes on the brass-boun- d box be-
fore him. and, having put the edges
straight, flies away. Mr. Chamberlain
speaks alowly and uses scarcely any ges-
ture. Most dangerous when most polite,
his face becomes like a piece of parch-
ment when roused to anger. In the art of
crushing an adversary by an Inconven-e- nt

Quotation or by some personal thrust,
Mr. Chamberlain Is unequaled. It is this
gift which makes him as formidable on
the platform as he is In the House of
Commons. At public meetings he always
seems to expect a few of his old Radical
friends among the audience. But woe
be to the Interrupter! Led on by the
orator with a seductive question, his oppo-
nent gives Just the reply expected. Back
like lightning comes a crushing retort
and thenceforth all is smooth sailing.
His perorations are invariably written out
in full in his study, and frequently com-
mitted to a.emory. His voice Is firm and
clear, but not very musical, his enuncia-
tion perfect

.The Barbarqns Fourth.
Chicago Record-Heral- d.

The Mayor deserves emphatic approval
for his Fourth of July proclamation and
the Interview in which he declares that It
will be rigorously enforced. It is a fact,
as he says, that the celebration of the Na-
tional holiday Is. barbarous. Sentimental-
ists who urge that we should remember
our own relish of the day and- - sympathize
with the boys accordingly overlook some
Important changes besides the growth of
"the older boys. Fireworks are not only
noisier, but far more dangerous than they
uaed to be. They are a public nuisance
and a public menace, causing more and
more discomfort every year and greater
peril to life, limb and property.

"The discharge of cannons, guns, pistols,
revolvers, dynamite or cannon-cracker-

should certainly be forbidden, and also
"the sale or gift of toy pistols or metal
caps tochlldren." and the Influence of the
public should help to make the prohibition
effective. If parents would do their duty,
the children would be kept within bounds,
and If the police would attend to the
grownImbecIle3 who play with revolvers
and tn!nk It an exquisite Joke to throw
cannon-cracke- rs at street-car- s, the day
might be passed Jn comparative peace and

j safety. i

RECREATION OF AUTHORS.

Philadelphia Press.
A look through "Who's Who" discloses

the fact that most authors nowadays, seek
recreation in outdoor sport At one time
the author who lived out of doors was an
exception. Wordsworth was a prodigious
walker. So was his friend. Professor Wil-
son ("Christopher North"). The latter pas
also a wrestler and jumper, who could
meet all comers. George Borrow was a
giant In stature and physique, notwith-
standing his hairless face and rffemluate
voice. He Is credited with ability to walk
CO miles a day. No one who has ever
read "Lavengro" will forget his account
of his fist fight with, the Flaming. Tinman.
That encounter showed that he had not
only "science," but staying power. Byron
prided himself on his dexterity with the
gloves. Necessarily he was badly handi-
capped by his lameness. However, he
5cems to have been a respectable amateur
boxer. The stories of his prowess as a
swimmer are well authenticate. When
virtually untrained he covered long dis-
tances In the Lake of Geneva, and he
duplicated the classic feat of Leander lu
swimming of the Hellespont.

Among the poets of our own day Swin-
burne appears to be the one who has ex-
celled in swimming. Edgar Allan Poe was
addicted to this form of sport, and had
few equals In the days of his own vigorous
manhood- - He was known to have an am-
bition to swim the English Chan-
nel from Dover to Calais a feat
which In later years was accom-
plished by the daring but unfortunate
Captain Webb, who perished In his fool,
hardy attempt to swm through the Whirl-
pool rapids at Niagara. As a Jumper Poe
must have been remarkable, and In our
times, when college athletics are co as-
siduously cultivated, he wouW probably
have taken championship honors. Wil-
liam Culien Bryant took gymnastic exer-
cises up to the time of his death. Writ-
ing to a friend. In his TTth year, he says:
"I rise at 5:30 and begin a series of exer-
cises designed to expand the chest and call
Into action all the muscles and articula-
tions of the body. These are performed
with dumb-bell- s, with a pole, a horizontal
bar, and a light chair swung around my
head. After a full hour passed in this
manner I bathe from head to foot."

George Meredith was celebrated in hl3
earlier years for handling heavy weights
and wielding Indian clubs. He was also
an untiring walker. Before Tennyson be-
gan to feel his age he was also a noted
pedestrian. Charles Klngdey was the
typical muscular Christian" a good box-
er, a good oarsman, and fond of walking.
Dickens, as a pedestrian, was almost a
prodigy in the matter of speed and the
amount of ground he eould cover. Conan
Doyle is a cricketer of some reputation,
but he takes an active Interest in other
athletic sports. Andrew Lang is the arch
apostle of golfing. Caledonian sports had
a loving participant In Robert Burns, who
delighted In feats of strength. In "put-
ting the stone" he could give odds to most
men and beat them, and he Is raid to have
had few equals In lifting heavy weights.
George Bernard ShawLs probably the only
living writer who. actually confesses a con-
tempt for athletics. He admits that he
takes .exercise in cycling, but describes his
recreations as "anything but sport."

f "Vlnseli' on the Stage.
Chicago Chronicle, June 20.

William Llghtfoot Vlsscher and Miss
Hazel KIrke Straycr. with assistance by
Paul Schoessling and his orchestra, gave
their announced entertainment in the
Bush Temple of Music last night before
an audience moderate as to numbers, but
warmly friendly as to temper. In their

e, as they call It, "The
Tiger Dove." they have taken hold on an
Idea of which a very clever sketch may
be made for the vaudeville stage if
worked out with more lightness of touch
than they have thus far, at least, at-
tained. An- - old soldier. Southern presum-
ably, has left his very young daughter,
charming, but with a temper, and hence
tho title, and gone out as a soldier of for-
tune, and the daughter, now grown up,
knows nothing of his fate. Returning,
doubtful, apparently, of the condition, he
appears first as an old colored servant
bringing gifts aa from the father and
promise of his early arrival. Then he re-
appears as an old officer of the army of
Egypt asking the privilege of resting.
In both capacities he induces her, on very
airy pretexts, to sing, to which she re-
sponds with various songs, from the jewel
song In "Faust" to "Ben Bolt" and "Dix-
ie," and finally, after some recitations
running along with the songs, reveals
himself rather tamely. Miss, Strayer sings
with fair Ideas of expression, and when
she can conquer her nervousness and he
put more light and shade Into his work
and both make clever approach to im-
personationthe sketch may be made
quite, entertaining. The programme was
filled out with a 'cello solo by Mr. Schoess-
ling, two songs by Miss Strayer. some of
Mr. Vlsscher's dialect stories and sketches
and two or three orchestral numbers.

Mr. Bryan on Cuba.
When WHHam J. Bryan was In Cuba

he regarded the outlook as not at all flat-

tering for the success and permanence
of the new Cuban Government, and wrote
that Internal quarrels might be expected
to give trouble for the future. Presi-
dent Palma, noting this sinister predic-
tion, sent the following remarkable mes-
sage to the publisher of the newspaper
that sent Mr. Bryan to Cuba, and printed
bis articles:

Jlr. Bryan has made statements Indicating
his belief that thre are not only dissensions
among tho political parties here In Cuba, but
that a certain faction evinces a revolutionary
spirit which Is bound to lead to civil war In
our new republic If Mr. Bryan really thought
he heard the distant roll of revolutionary
drums and a whispered call to arms In thia
Island when he was here, then the people of
Cuba, all of us, have cotton In our ears. I
have received no notices, of disturbances or of
anything except utmost harmony among all
elements. Certainly, however, our economical
situation Is extremely bad. I am aware of a
great crying demand throughout the Island,
among: the poorer people for work. At the sany
time I have every evidence of the people's pa-

tience under great suffering, and am conscious
of their confidence In the future and of their
determination to aslt my administration
through this exceedingly difficult period.

Ilaln on the Roof.
Coates Kinney.

When the humid darkness gathers
Over all the starry spheres,

Flows and falls like sorrows softly
Breaking: Into happy tears.

Then how sweet to press the pillow
Of 'a cotteso chamber befl

And lie listening to the raindrops
" On the low roof overhead.
To the quick beats on the shingles

Answer echoes In the heart;
And dim, dreary recollections ,

Into form and being start.
And the busy fairy. Fancy, ,

Weaves her warp and woof.
As I listen to the patter

Of the light rain on the roof.
Now In memory comes my mother.

As eho used, Tar Summers gone.
Taking leave of little faces

That her loving look shone on;
And I feel that fond look on me

As I feel the old refrain
Here repeated on the shingles

By the patter of tho rain.

Then my little seraph-siste- r.

With the wings and waving hair'
And her star-eye- d cherub-brofh-

A serene, angelic pajr
Glide around my wakeful pillow

With sweet praise or mild reproof.
As I shut my eyes and listen

To the soft rain on the roof.

And another comes to thrill me
With her eyes bewitching blue.

And I mind not. musing on her.
That my heart she never knew;

I remember but to love her
With a pai.'ion kin to pain.

And my quickened pulses quiver
To the patter of the rnln.

Art hath naught of tone or cadence,
Naught of mualc's magic spll.

That can thrill tho secret fountain
Whence the tears ot rapture swell

X.lkc the weird nocturne of Nature
- That subdued, subduing strain
Which la played ypon the shingles

Bf tho patter of the rala. x

XOT&AND COMMENT.

Here's better health to Edward,
live tha Kins!

Long

Appendicitis by any other name sounds
xeven more terlous. ,

Tillman ought to change his name from.'"Pitchfork tor Pelecl

School is out. and the .parents will be
tohen it "takes up" again.

Let ye make the free baths compulsqry
and solve the tramp problem.

Mr. Rockefeller erects universities In
some cities, and oil tanks In others.

We shall not be truly happy till we see
tho circus pcaters on the billboards.

PeopTus who are looklrg for trouble now
quietly purchase tickets to Paterson,
N. J.

It has been demonstrated that both
kerosene and gasoline will burn if ex-
posed to flames.

The small boy will aow do his best to
bear up under the enforced Idleness Im-
posed by the Summer vucatlon.

Portland's record In kattle thl3 week
can't be any worse than .U has been. That
ought to be some consolation.

There Is no controversy as to Captain
flark. of the Oregon. Ard it will not be
healthy for anybody to tryUo start one.

The Hawaiian Islands are jiow equipped
with nil the modern Improvements, in-

cluding annexation and an active volcano.
Why sfVnild the School Board elect

teachers in June, when they never know
until after the Summer vacation how
many will be Jef t?

If one can of kerosene can blow obser-
vant girl half a block, hdw far can half
a million gallons, blow the rest of tha
population of the city?

Let us hope that Manager Dugdale will
treat the Portland nine kindly. It has
been so long since they won a game that
ttey are, getting discouraged.

Now that another bunch of graduates
Is loose on the commsunlty, the knowledge
already in. existence will have to be com-
pressed or crowded off the earth.

Mr. Boutwell In his "Reminiscences"
holds that Sumner's removal from chair-
man of the foreign relations committee
was Justified by the fact that he was not
on speaking terms with either President
Grant or Secretary Fish.

Vlcidrlen Sardou amuses himself at the
expense of the solemn Gross, of Chicago,
from whom Rostand is alleged to have
stolen "Cyrano de Bergerac." The idea of
Rostand finding Cyrano "already prepared,
perhaps In canned form, on the shore of
Lake Michigan," Sardou. considers to be
very funny.

Queen Wllhelmlna's crown is very gor-
geous. It is of dull Eold, only the edges
being polished. It consists of a crimson
velvet cap closed In a circle set with
sapphires and emeralds. The Imperial
arches terminate in 16 points, eight of
which are surmounted by large single
pearls, and the other eight, bent toward
the center and there crowned with the
globe and cross, are set with nine pearls
each, which are graduated in size, the
smallest being placed at the top.

"The popular idea that tho age of a horse
can always be told by looking at his
teeth," sald a veterinary surgeon, "Is not
entirely correct After the eighth year
the horse has no more new teeth, so that
the tooth method Is useless for telling tho
age of a horse which Is more than 8 years
old. As soon as the set of teeth !s com-
plete, however, a wrinkle begins to appear
on the upper edge, of the lower eyelid, and
a new wrinkle Is added each year, so that
to get at the age of a horse more than 8
years old you must figure the teeth, plus
the wrinkles."

A Philadelphia hatter said the other day:
"They are beginning to use Panamas for
livery now. A young millionaire came in
here last week and bought four one for
his head coachman and the rest for his
second coachman and his head grooms.
He hod the hats blocked stiff and straight

like a livery Derby hat and he put
jbrpwn ribbon, his color, around them. He
paid $15 apiece for the livery hats, and
J50 for a small hat for himself. The small
hat Js very fashionable now. It Is of the
s&me shape as old men used to wear. Last
year I sent back to my Importer dozens
of these small hats, because they wouldn't
sell. But this year they are selling like
hotcakes."

The Claim of the Suburbs.
London Spectator.

The suburbanite cannot get everything,
but he takes what he can get Even as
things are he can get a good deal. Half
an hour's railway Journey an hour spent
in the train out of the day of 24 brings
him down to a road of gardens instead
of a road of houses. The gardens are
small, no doubt, as tho houses are small,
but the gardens are there. Within tha
next few years the engineer will run his
electric railways and tramways to pas3
within a hundred yards of his door, and
he will be transported quietly, quickly
and cleanly from his suburban garden,
his trees and his pure air, to the tele-
phones of the office, and quietly, quickly
and cleanly back again. It is only tha
lack of facilities of transport which pre-
vents him even now from enjoying to tha
full all that the ut town dwell-
er enjoys: when those facilities increase,
as they will increase, the word "suburbs"
will, of course, mean more. But mean-
while he Is In the right place; ha should
not ba afraid of the word "suburban."

PLEASANTRIES OF PAItAGRArHERS

An Insinuation. Flora Tes, I sing In a.

church where they have an awfully small con-

gregation. Dora Then why don't you atop
singing? Philadelphia Bulletin.

Our College Girls. "Bella, tell me honest--are

you engaged to Mr. Jones, of Yale, or to
that good-looki- Harvard man?" "I don't
know yet. Walt till after the boat-race- ."

Life.
A Hitch. "Then the police didn't raid tho

poolroom?" "No. When they got there they
found that somebody had neglected to give tho
tip. and the place was running in full blast."

Puck.
The Complaint. You object to that man be-

cause ha used money to secure your election?"
"No," answered Senator Sorghum: "that's not
the point. He didn't use It. He wasted it."
Washington Star.

Kelly's View. Hogon Would yer lolke t' see
King Edward coronated? Kelly Would 01 V

Glory bel Troth, Ol'd lolke. t see him coro-
nated an' his ashes trun on a. Bhllppery pave-ml- nt

In front av a Saint Pathrlck's-da- y pa-

rade." Judge.
Willing to Oblige. "See. here." said tho kind-

ly old lady, "I'll give you a dime, If you'll
promise not to go right off and spend It In that
saloon on the corner." "All right, lady." re-
plied Thirsty Tanques. "If you got a grudge
agln dat booze-Jl- I'll cut It. I'm wlllln ter
paternlze any rum-sho- p yer Interested In."
Philadelphia Press.

A patriotic Celt, orating at a public function
one evening last week. Informed his audience
that "the brightest gem In the British crown
was the famous coronation stone."-- As the
stone formed a goo3-lzc- d seat for some of our
ancient Kings, one can well believe the remark
made by the' late Mr. Shakespeare ("or was It
Bacon?) that "uneasyOSes the head that wears
a crown." Glasgow Evening Tltnesj


