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OLD-TIMERS’ DAY,
|

(Comtinued from First Pag=.)

are separated from each other In thelr
homes and sweeten thelr decllining Yearts
wilh the pleasures of social Inlercourse,
You are surrounded by many things that
ought to give you comfort as you go down
the declivity of Iife. The frults of your
labors are widespread and abundant. They
ars seen the comfortable homes, the
cultivated felds, the orchards and gar-
dens and in all that conduces to the
prosperity and wealth of the siate. You
have a right to be proud and happy over
these thingse They will remaln as monu-
ments (o your praise when you are gone.
Our lives are In the “sear and Fellow
leaf.,” but the beauties of the gloricus
Epring are sound about u=. This i= the
time of the ainging of birds and the
jooming of fowers These ure for the
old ae well as the young, and Nature is
ne respecter of persons. Our gratitude I8
due W the Giver of all good for the length
of days and the bhicssings we enjoy. 1
hope you may have o plessant meeting
upon this occasion, and that you may live
to meet and greet ench other in many, fu-
ture mreetings of the Ploneers of Oregon.
Judge Willlames was followe=d by Homn.
T. A. McBride, 1846, who dellvered the an-
nua] address, which is pubiished in ful]
eisewhere. An ocoasjonn] poem by Mre
June McMillen Ordway was read by J.
C. Moreland, and the occasional address
was delivered by W, T. Wright, 1852 The
merting closed with music by the band,
and the ploneers were immeodiately con-
ducted to the bangust hall adjoining,
where they Jjoined in & reunion feast
made joyous by the recounticg of happy
occasions in the days when OUregon was
young. At this distance of time the hardy
men and women who ventured Into this
far-off lang, when It was peopled with sav.
Ages, Jaughed at the dangers and prive-
tions, which seemed most serious at Lhe
time they were endured. Storles of early
day adventure and incldents lhuw:r..g‘

tralts of charactar of well-known plo-
neors were reiated and Jistened to with
the keensst enjoyment.

The banquet reminded the old-iimers of
the reunions of years ago, from the fact
that many had to walt untll the “second
table” About 60 were meated at onoe,
and probably 40 more sat down when
the "first table” had been clearsd. There
were sandwiches, coffee, meats, salads,
cake and jce cream for all, and none went
aAway hungry. About 3 Native Daughters,
under supervision Mrs. C. M, Cart-
wright, walted upon the tables and cheer.
fully supplled the wants of the old men
and women whoss courege and persever-
mnoe started the work which has brought
Oregon to {ts present state of development,

The banqguet was entirely informal. No
speeches were made, but all Hngered
around the banquet hail to talk with old
acquaintances and inquire after friends
in various parts of the stmte.

The day was an Mdeal one for a plonesr
revnion—cool, calm and bright—Nature
hersell seeming desirous of making thr}
occasion an enjoyable ane for the men
and women who have already seen enough
of the storma of lfe.

The commitiees in charge of the banquet
were as follows:

Woman's Auxiliary—Mrs. C. M. Cart.
wrighg chalrman; Mrs, Thomas Moffett,
secretary; Miss Mary A. Burke, aesistant
BECTEIATY.

Refreshment committee—Mrs, John W,
Minto, Mre. Herbert Holman, Mrs, I, M.
McLauchian, Mrs. D, J. Malarkey, Mrs }
A, L. Fease, Mrs, L. M. Parrish, Mrs, C.
W, Bherman, Mrs. Marle Marsh, Mra. Sen.
eca Bmith, Mra. A, A. McCully, Mrs. 1. G
Davidson, Mrs. M. A, Stratton, Mrs. Watt
Morton.

ot

Decorating commities—Miss Lorena |
Rodgers, Miss Clara Teal Mlss Hazel
Weldler, Miss Kate Gibbs, Miss Har~‘
guerite Wiley,

General assistants—Miss Marguerits
Leasure and Miss Issbolin Nolmmer. |

The ladies who walted on the tables |

were: .

Mra. J, H. McMillen, Mrs, T. T. Stru-
ble, Misz Helena Humason, Miss Minnie
Btruble, ss. GeGrge L. Story, Mrs. F,
R Strong, Mrs, 8, B. Linthicum, Miss
Helen Eastham, Miss Faillng, Mre Eliza.
beth: Hamilton, Miss Lucy Falling, Mrs.
W. L. Brewster, Mrs, John McCraken
Mre. George W. Weldler, Miss Mayannah |
Woeodward, Miss Weldler, Mrs Harriet
K., McArthur, Mrs. George Taylor., Mies
Agnos Catlin, Miss Miriam Strong, Mrs,

IL. W. Pratt, Mm. M, C. George, Miss
Gertrude Pratt, Miss Florenoe George,
Misx Susle Cosgrove, Mrs. J. W, Cook,

Miss Clarisss Wiley, Miss Farrell Miss
Nannie K, Taylor, Mrs, Edward McClure,
Miss FEdna Beicher, Miss Jean MeClure,
Mra. J. €. Moreland, Mrs. W. D. Fenton,
Miss Agnes HHl Miss Beatrice Hil Mrs
W, R, Bewsll, Mra. Charles T. Kamm,
Miss Hessle Sewall, Miss Caroline Kamm,
Mrs. J- M: Freeman, Mrs. A. B. Croas-
men, Miss Dalsy Freoman Mrs W, W,
Harder, Mr, Willinm 8 Sibwor, Mres. D,
A. Rodertson., Miss Alles Stibaon, Mlss
Giuce Warren, Mrs. Grace Watt Ross,
Mr=. H H Nerthup, Miss Clard Teal
Miss Grece H. Himes, Mrs. Thomns Mof.
fett. Miss Cella Friendly, Miss Myrtle
Moffett, Miss Leons Noltner, Mrs. John |
GliL. Mm, J. K. Gill, Mrs, T. T, Strain, |
Miss Frances GIlIl, Mrs. A 8t Clair Gay, |
Mre, H, Ogiibie, Miss Maud GiHllland
Mies Belle Ogfible, Mrs J. A Sirow-
beidge, Mrs. Robert Porter, M. P. W
Gillette, Mre. Willism Grooms, Mrs, D,
5. Stimson, Mrs. Mary E Holmmn.

Election of Officers.

At the evening session only a short busl-
noss sesaiom was beld. The offficers ne
named above were elected by noclama-
tion, and the following resclutioms, pre-
sented by a commitice compowed of R
P, Bolee, A, 8. Watt and W. T. Wright,
were adopted:

To the Oregom Plotesr Amoclation—Tour

tes om would repert the fol-
Jowing:

Firmti—We extend to the kind and efciont
iafdies of Portlend our most hearty thanks for
the mplendid banguet which they have mo
clagantly provided and served in the Planears
of Oregon.. 17 Inm the early thne we wers
conmiralned to Myve on plain fare with homels
surroundings we are pow abis to appreciate
and enjoy ths more eslaborate asd abundant
fespt and elogapl sesvice whick the porogress
of cur state now B0 sabundantly afforde

Becond—Wa - graatly appreviate the hospi-

\

tality and hindness of the clticens of Portiand
in 20 genervusly for our cemfort

A FEW WELL-KNOWNK PIONEERS AT THE THIRTIETH ANNUAL REUNION, AS THEY APPEARED TO AN ARTIST OF THE OREGONIAN,

and entertalnment at this meeling of our
anrocingjon

Third—We appreciate
us reduoed fares in coming to and
from this mesting

Four “We commend the diligence and ef-
fictency of the offlcers of this essociation for so
abily oconducting business affalirs of this
Asancintion

Fifth—We again bearilly Indeorse
posed lawie and Ciark Centennial Exposition
and will 45 what we can o makes L & see
ceas. This century has been for Oregun one
of adventure, disoovery and settiement by
which thi great Northwest has been won
from the grasp of the Sosnlard, the Russian
and the Briton to the United States and to
freedom, and we who founded the state and
made 1t Indepondent and prosperous Rope for
it & #till more glerious career in the coming
hundred yeaurs -

Miss Mabe! Hoopengarner, & grand-
daughter of Isane Butler, a plonver of 186,
gave an amusing recitation, which “waa
heartlly encored, and she responded by
reciting, "“"When Ange!lna Johnson Comes
Swingin' Down the line.”

Norman Dmrling, a ploneer of 1858, played
a few moments on A palr of bones” much
to the delight of the audience.. He also
furnished considerable amusement by teil-
ing how they spelled “bumbiebee with his
tall cut off,” In the ocli-iime school

A male double quartel. composed of
gray-haired men, favored the audience
with meveral esslections. The men who
sang were: 8. Bullock, W. B. Powsll, C. W.
Tracey, R. V. Pratt, G. A. Buchanan, A.
M. Cumming. H. A. Keinath and Dr.
H. R. Littlefield.

The remalnder of the evening Was spent
In soclal convernation.

TetuTning

the

the pro-

THE AXNNUAL ADDRESS,

Dellvered by Judge T. A, MeBride,
FPloneer of 1546,

Ploneers of Oregon, Ladles and Gentle-
men—He who undertakes the task which
has been assigned (o me on this occasion
must necessarily find one of his principal
embarrassments in the cholce of material.
An address that should do full justice to
plonter effort in the great Northwest,
that should trace the footsteps of the
pioneer from the first dscovery of what
used to be calied the CGregon Country up
to the time when the foundations of our
state had been fully Ianld and the true
work of the sxplorer and plonesr com-
pleted, would expand itself Into such a voi-
umineus history of our country as has not
=i been written,

When we seek for the first name to in-
scribe on the roll of those adventurous
apirits who challenged the obstacles that,
like the flamfhe sword that guarded the
gates of Eden, stood bLetween the hardy
explorer and the land that we now occupy,
we encounter doubta The firet name we
meet with that seems to have the suppoct
of anything llke authentie history {s the
somewhat law-breaking one of Monucacht
Ape, and the ownet of It was a Yasoo
indian He materialises In the pages
of & history of Loulsianz publisbed by Le
Page du Praz in 118, Du Praz whose his-
tary Is generally trothful, asserts his full
bellef In the mory of this humble copper-
colored explorer and gives a detalled ne-
count of his adventures from which It
appeara that Monocacht, desirons of see-
ing all that the world had to offer, as-
cended the Missourl River to its source,
then crossed the Rocky Mountains, which
were high and difficult, and stopped with
a tribe which he called the Otters, at the
head of a great. béautiful river which
fowed into thes ocean. Indlan liks, he
tarried with the varlous tribes slong the
way, learning something of their language
and Informing himself nz to the road
ahead of him, and among the Otter tribe
he succeeded In inducing & man and
woman to gulde him on his way down
the great river of the West and finally
reached the Paclfie Ocean. His artiess
sccount of his fAirst view of the Pacifie
Ucean, as glvetr by Du Prax, i= as fol-
lowns. *I could not speak, my eyes swere
too small for my soul's ease; the wind
so disturbed the great water that
thought the blows it gave would beat the

land in pleces™ The route, taking the
course of the rivers, Is sald to be so
nearly correct that it scems almost im-

possible that the whole stofy could have
been & fabrication. as no other person at
that time professed to have crossed the
Rocky Mountaine, or to have known
what was beyvond them, and 1 believe that
here is the beginning of Oregon explora-
tion. All honor to Monocacht Ape. The
bazoo of the Yasoo no longer sounds in
the iand; the wvery name of his tribe
would have been long forgotten had it
not attached litself to n river which still
bears {t. But when our great Lewls and
Clark Exposition shall take place |n 1986
I bespesk fur the earllest explorer at
leant an id(‘t statue somewhere within
its precincts.

There & no mist hanging around the

exploita of our next ploneer, Captain
Robert Gray, the discoverer of the Co-
lumblia River, the first white man to

vex lis waters with the keel of commerce,
the intrepid sallor to whose daring we
owe the fact that Oregon today Is not &
British province. Gray had, In fact
nnchored in Oregon watsrs for four years
before he discovered the Columbia, Early
In August. 1788, while captaln of the sloop
Washington, he had entered THlamook
Bay and anchored for the purpose of
trade, but the Indians being hostile he
was compelled to put to sea agnin Thus
Gray wan twice the first white man to
enter Oregon, and Tillamook. that land
abounding In milk and honey and fresh
butter. nnd so many other good gifta,
should do him proper reveranoe Gray's
discovery of the Columbla had In it some-
thing of the herolc. For nine days he
hung about the mouth of the river,
baffled by adverse winds and currents,
then he salled away, passed Vancouver
on his exploring expedition, told him of
hir discovery and expreased his intention
of returning and making snother attempt.
On May 11, 172, he returned, ran his
ship in between the breaksrs and discov-
ered, named and rudely charted the Co-
lumbla River. Take away the lights and
buays at the mouth of the Columbis to-
flay and oven a steamboat would hesi-
tate 10 enter s Captaln Gray . And,
with all the lights dnd buoys and Jettles
there, the master of a salling vessel
would wait outside for a tug for a month
rather than venture to safl in. *“Thers
were glants in those days™

The next exploration. and the one that
attracted the most sitention to Oregon,
was the expedition of Lewly and Clark
It was the first expedition that had for its

Inhjef't exploration pure and simple, and

the generour courtesy |

of the transportation companies Yor ANording | wryter of our day has shown the valve of

! ferson

I|

i

it originated In the
statesman Thomas

of that great
A @reat

brain
Jefferman
A stdentific use of the imagination. Jeof-
was A dreamer and a bodd theoriz-
er, but hia exuderant Iimeagination and
fertile fancy were reinforced by a practi-
cal common gense and sound judgment
that corrected his fancles and dirvoted
his imagipation into channels where po-
ber thought could always follow, Witk
Rim in theory our ocountry was without
constitutional power to acyulre a foot of

additional territory, but his imagination
was fired by plctures of o vast empire
i¥ing waste and waiting for occupanis

He foremaw, as none about him foresaw,
the greatness of our Naslon If we could
possess ourseives of the Loulslana coun-
try on the one side, with the Minsissipp!
River and the Mimsourl all ours, and an
equal holding on the other side of
Rocky Mountains, with the great unex-
piored river of the West to bear ita-com-
merce to the Paciflc, and the practical
side of the man mid: “Thls great am-
pire that would expand my country from
ocean to ccsan shall not be allowed to
fall into or remaln In allen hangds for a
mere constitutions]l quibble. Loulsiana,
the Filoridas, and everythlng drained by
the Mississippt' snd its tributaries, must
be acquired, and our title, by discovery,
© the Oregon Couniry must be Kept
allve.”  And so this theorstical strict con-
structioniet proceeded to purchase the
Louisiana country, and before the ppr-
chage even he had concelved what was
afterward known as the Lewis and Clark
expedition, whose dexlgn and acope, ag
Jeflerson egpressed It, was “to expiore in
detail-the country from the mouth of the
Missourt to the Paclfic Ooean, to follow
the Miesour] to its source, to cross the
Rocky Mountains and explore the cotntey
west of them: to” observe the course of
the streams and the confour of the lang
and itz capabiiities, to observe the sulta.
bility of the streams (o the purposes of
commerce; to note sultable streams tfor
the purposes of fortifcation, and for trad-
Ing posis™ and s lenders were expected,
in general, to act as geographers, scien-
tisty, sgriculturists and diplomats. The

estimated oaxpenss, made by Captaln
Lewls himself, of this expedition, that
was W explore and mark oot a path

through o wilderness for nearly 400 miles,
was the munificent sum of 500 bHut, In
addition to this, the parties were given
letters of credit on American Consuls at
the Island of Java and the Cape of Goop
Hope, which it was thought might prove
avallable in case they should mert traders
of explorers on the Pacific. The expedl.
tion was one that appealed strongly to
the lmnginative side of Jefferson's char-
scter. The whole country drajned by the

Missourl was practically unexplored, and |

prodigious tales were toid af the charac-
ter of the inhaebitants
of gigantic Indians exceeding all ordinary
stature, of rich pralries thut produced al-
most spontancously everything the agri-
culturist could desire; of milllons of bul-
falo and fur-bearing animals, and wvalua-

ble minerais. and among the papers lnid |

before Congress,.in connection with the
Louislana purchase, was a solemn mccount

=no doubt recelved and credited by the |

Presldent—of a mountaln range
salt, sltuated near the head of the Mis.
sourlk, The range was sald to be more
than 10 miles Jong and & miles broad,
and to stand bright and gllittering in the
Fun, without tree or shruob, a mountain
of pure salt. It was sald that many bush-
els of this salt wers to be Seen at Bt
Louls, and chunks alleged (o have bern
takerl from It were sent to the President
and others were 1o be seen on exhibition
in wvarious citles. This fairy lsnd
now Lo be explored, and the truth In re-
gard to it to be made the property of ths
world. But the doubiters were
the land. The President was condemned
by the Federallst papers for tisking the
livea of valuable citizens and wasting the
public money In thizs hare-hralned cxpe
dition. The ridiculous story of the moun
tain of salt. which the President had In-
advertently heiped to circulate, gave Fod-
eralist wits an sbundant opportunity to
be funny st his expense. One journal
suggeeted 1hat the mountaln might be the
end remains of Lot's wife; another sue-

aof rock

gested perhnps all the good (hiage had |l u carcass washed upon the be

l

the |

There were stories |

was |

abroad in |
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not been disciosed by the Prestdent, and
that trees inden with plum puddings and
Inkes of good whisky would probably be
found by explorera in the sameo region,
But, la spite of ridiculs, the expedition
sat forth on (ts perilous venture inte the
unknown, The only map they had of the,
country pinced the Imaginary head of the
Missouri somoewhere about the eastern
boundary -of Californla, Instend of where
Du Prax's Indlan account had more cor-
rectly placed. 1t. But they had the river
ftself foF a pathway, and when that be-
came impracticable they had-indomitable

L
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in the van of the parade.

A

American courage and common s4nse (0
rely upon. It 4 not within the limits of
this address to follow the intrepld wan-
derers In detnil. We hear no complaint
froom them of the insufliciency of toeir
provisions. when bread. was exhausted
they substituted roots. When elk, deer
and buffale falled, thén they cheerfully
ate horse meal, and. when that falled
roast dog wis devoured with thankIui-
ness, and when, as at Fort Ciatsop, the
dog supply falied, they were glad 10 make
a meal on while blubber abtalned Ifrom

oar

Tilamook Head. Clark, tn his journal,
thanks Providence for sending the whale,
and remarks that heaven was much more
Wind to them than {t had been to Jonah,
for, wheress the while swallowed up
Jonah, In this [nstance he and his com-
panfons were graciously permitted to
swallow the whale. ] would like, If time
permitted, to dwell on the herole work
of these two young men and thelr follow-
era, Whether we regard the difficulties
they  had overcome, or_the rosuits of
their journey, It ls, beyond doubt, the
greatest exploring expedition
worid has ever known. . It took the great
streich of ¢ountry between 8t Louis and
the Paclfic, from the domain of the fabu-

Lo

lous Into that of eommon senss, It dem-
onstrateld the fact that a practical way
was to be found across the continent to
the Pacific, and that a countyy rich  in

| naturai resourcem iny at the westarn end

nnd while It found no moun-
talns of éalt, no glant red men, no mon-
strogities of any kind, it showed that
we had n land here worth winning and
keeping, and there {s no historical author-
ity for saying that at any time there-
after there was manifested the salightest
disposition on the part of our Govern-
ment to glve up the Oregon Country or to
relinguish our rights here. Pages bave
been written. asseriing that Webster was
ahout to glve up Oregon in exchange for
rame fching rights on the banks of New-
foundiand, and that just before this
egregious folly was perpetrated. Dr.
Whitman arrivid at Washington and 'pre-
vanted the Insertion of this provision in

of the route;

the Webster-Ashbyrton treaty. Whitman
left his home for the East, October 3,
1843; the Webster-Ashhurton {reaty was

elgned August 8 182, two months before
Whitman [eft Oregon. The fame of His
good man rests upon too enduring a basls
of truth to justify any attempt to add to
it by an unfounded ciaim that he saved
Oregon.  Oregon pever necded saving from
the day of Lewis and Clark’s return, And
from that dats untll the final treaty of
June 15 1848, the Unitad States never
wavered in (13 clalm to Oregon, and never
offéred to actept less territory than was
given hy thas treaty. Benton, o an argu-
ment in favor of the ratification of the
treaty, recalled the faet that the 4#th
parallel was the line offered Great Britain
by Jefferson in 1807, by Monroe In 1818, by
Adams In 188 by Taylor in 12, and by
Polk In 1845 Webster's own statement
wis, “The United States never offered any
e south of 4, and it never will" Let
t be remembered, then, that the ¢lalm to
Oregon, Old Oregen, as Mrs, Dye aptly
calls It, luding everything south of
the #th parallel, was formulated by Jel-
ferson In 186, after the retuyn of Lewis
i1 Clark. They had demonstirated the
value of the cou r, and Jefferson was
determined to have 1t and If we search
the pages of history for the names of the
men who saved Oregon, let us place first
upon the roll the pames of Thomas Jeffer-

son, Meriwether Lowle and William Clark.
And when, In M6 the country, whose
valoe their herolc endeavor and Iatelll-

gent menl made Enown to the world, shall
honor in same fitting way the memory of
America’'s greatest eoxplorery. let every
ploneer make it a plous duty to assist In
some way in making the occonsion worthy
of the great men whese achievements it
is intended to commemorate.

The early settiement of any country In
America has usunlly followed the same
sequence:; First comes the explorer; sec-
ond, the trader and trapper: third, the
missionary, and fourth, the settler. After
Lewis and Clark came Astor: after Astor
the lonz list of other traders. trappers
and mountaln men who afterwards be-
cAme more or less incorporated into our
gensral population. In the case of Ore-

gon, the missionary and the settler came
practically tog er Lee, Lesllse and
Whitman and thelr assoclates came with
a Bible In on® hand and a hoe in the
other. They dimiy realized that clviliza.
tion must ompany, if not precede.
Christianizgation, and that purification of
the moral nature by religious truth must
be accompanied by purification of the
physical man with sosp and water, and
3 their efforts at converting Indians

cannot be ealled a great success, yet each
missionary settlement with ity farm and
gardens proved to be in time the nucleus
of .a farming community and a center
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DTESSION FPASSING UF MORRISON STREET,
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that the"

| elder In

from which mdiated a patriotic Ameri-
can sentiment.

It seems a!most astonishing, when we
think of it, that the settiemant of this
state was made, not by gradual accretion
of settlrments extending from East to
West, nor by migration from one over-
ecrowded fertlle region to another fertile
region, across an interveniog waste., Why
did not these homeseekers stop at some
of the Intervening and unseitisd wvalleys
and prairies now the habitation of great
and prospercus communitiea? Why pass
indifferently over fertllea valleys near
home, endure the hardships of a 300-mile
Journey, when cholce land, well watered
and productive, lay unmarked except by
the track of the emigrant wagon? Why
should the missionary pass through a hun-
dred tribes of Indlans east of the Rocky
Mountains, all quite as much in need of
bis services as those west of them, to
Inbor in the distant fleld of Oregon? Is it
not a curious moral phenomenon? 1 be-
Heve a general patriotism, a love for our
country and- & pride In extending its in-
stitutions was one of the controlling mo-
tives that Induced the early emigrants
io prolong thelr journey to the farthest
West. Great Britaln was clalming this
Innd, nnd thelr tradera and {rappers were
making that ciaim good by actual ocou-
pancy. The scars left by the War of 18512
were yeot red, and the anti-British feel-
ng stlll strong. And so the missionary
thought, “I will go forth and do good to
the Indians, and at the same time asnist
in planting the seeda of froe government,"”
And so, with his Bible, he brought the
Declaration of Independence and the Con-
stitution of the United States. The home-
Seeker sald: It is a goodly land and
homes are to bk had free, and, besides
that, Great Britaln, who has ravaged our
coasts, Impressed our citizens and byrnt
our eapital, 1s clalming 1t. I can find a
home out there, and at the same time
help bold that region for my country,
and, If nead be, fight for it.” I know that
This potriotic sentiment was strong and
aggreexive:. sometimes ®0 aggressive as
to do Injfustice even to so good a man as
Dr, McLoughlln, the father. almost, of
the early Immigrant, When the land laws
were passed, his rights were lgnore! and
frampled upon. and the benevolence that
cheered and supported so many a suffer-
Ing American waa [orgotten by many in
the Aaglophobic outburst. Good old man,
I remember him as I saw him once, when
= rmall boy, with his tall form and white
head, towering above hi= fellows as Mount
Hood towers nabove the mountalns. It
was pure patriotic sentiment, no doubt,
that jed Whitman to take his memorabie
Journey across the continent. The immi-
gration of 1342 came fllled with the idea,
got from partisan newspapers and stump
cpeakers, that Websier was about to sac-
rifice Oregon, and Whitman, the Chris-
tian, the martyr, the patrint, lost no time
in starting on his jourmney, to throw the
welghl of his Influence, experience and
knowiedge of this country agalnst such
an act. That no such an act had ever
been contemplated, that the treaty had
been signesd and ratified before he started,
do not detract from the high and patridtic

motives that prompted the jJourney. All
honor to hls noble lfe, crowned at Ita
tragic ¢lose with a martyr's wreath, |

Another characteristic of the early pio-
neers was their distinetly religlous ten-
dency. So mueh of the emigration had
been Induced by the efforts of the early
missionary that this was probably natural;
but even among those who came as trap-
pers and hunters there existed a general
respect for the forms of religion that was
very marked. But in reiigion the average |
frontiersman demanded the clesn thing;
they were quick to discern a hypocrite
and prompt In showing their contempt for
him. I remember once that my good fath-
er, whose business on week days was lo |
practice medicine, and on Sunday as an
the Christian church, to preach |
to his neighbors, was, on one ocecmalon, |
baptising, by emersion, a particularly
hardened and notorious sinner. An hon-
est backwoodsman, who doubted the gen-
ulneness of the convert's repentance,
bawiled out just as the subject was raised
from the water, “Duck him again. Doc:
he necds 1t." I am glad to say that the |
interrupier's doubts proved groundless,
and that he himself s pow passing thse
sunset of his [ife as a member of the
Presbyterian church. But while the pre- |
valling tone of society was religlous, we
had among us a [ew declided agnostics
James Thomas, Georga W, Lawson, WIll-
iam Chance and a few others were ready
at =il times to take up the gauntiet for
liberallam, and while they had to endure
& good deal of eriticlam, their upright |
Itves compelled the respect of their se-
verest critlcs, =

Integrity In pugbllc and privats afalrs
distingulshed our early pionesrs. Law
sults were not common, and eeldom Iin-
volved questions of veracity, Publlc of-
filce was deemed a public trust and was
not used as a4 meaans of [nordinate private |
gzin. Asahel Bush was Territorisl and
State Printer from 1851 to 1864, and though
he had Adams, of the Oregon Clty Argus,
and Dryer, of The Oregonlan, waging per-
petual warfare against him, I do not re- |
call that they ever accused him of any
upnlawful attempt to get public funds, or
ever Intimated that he was in any way
obtaining more than a falr compensation
for honest work. He quit office-hoiding |
in moderate circumstances and most of
Nils wealth was acquired subsequentiy
from other huainess, and it was tho same
with other officers. In 184 coin was so
acarce that Abernethy, Kllbourne, Rec-
tor and others procured dies and began
minting what were known as Beaver
colns—being goid B and $10 plecea, When,
in after years, thess were recoined at the
Government mints, the §0 pléces were
found to contain $i1 worth of pure goid,

and the 55 pleces $5 30 worth. A Skcent
dollar or an Iirredeemable greenback
waould not have found favor with ths

men of "¢,

In a Hierary way, tha plonesrs averaged
falrly well with the balance of the Nation.
In fact, the average was rather above
that of the states from which (he eml-
gration came. As eariy as 182, a plan
was put forth for an academy to be
known as the Oregon Institute, and in
1843 the bullding was conatructed and the
inetitotion cotered upan lts carcer of ase-
fulncas, and never was there a time after
that when it was not possible for the ohil-
dren of the plogeer g acquire at least the
mdiments of an education. In newspa-
pers, the Speotntor was the beginning:
not by sny meana a “‘rustler for nows™
but giving some news and more matler

of & purely ifterary character. The Weste
ern Star, published at Milwaukls, wag
the next venture, its principal aim belng
to set forth the elaims of the place to be
the metropolls of the Naorthwest. Ita
light was soon obscured, and Miwaukie's
claim to fame must rest upon the une
doubted fact that It was the birthplace
of the famous and luscious blg red apples
of Oregon, & fame that will fiil the public
mouth when all our earllest newspapers
have been forgotten. The Oregonian was
the next venture in tha fleld and was tho
first genuine, all-around political newss
paper in Oregon. The contrast between
wne office of this paper, as I first remem=
ber it, & chesap shack on Front strest, and
the magnificent bullding owned and ocou-
pled by Ita publishers now, fitly typifies
the growth and dsvelopment of tha state
from tho amall beginning of more thany
half a century ago. The Statesman fol-
lowed The Oregonian almost Iimmediatsly,
and as Dryer, of The Oregonian, was &
Whig, and Bush, of tho Statesman, &
Democrat, these gentlemen were soon af-
ter each other hammer and tongs., Dryes
was earnest and Impetuocus, without any
sense of humor, and would not have rec-
ognized a joke If he had met It In the
road; Bush was cool, keen and sarcastic,
humorous -to a degree and rather more
than a match for his hot-headed antago-
nist. He afterwards met o foeman worthy
of his steel In Adams, of the Oregon Clty
Argus, a mastor of invective and satire,
The warfare between these latter worthe
fes would maks picturezque rending if
republished, but I imagine time has sof-
tetied thelr animosities, » 1
were present today, they would
Iy walk arm In arm In the procs
those who labored well and falthfu

laying the foundations of our stnte
ave heard it said of one of these ed-
itors, I don't remember wh that on one

occaglon an irate subscrit
paper to the office with th
“Send this paper =L,

editor published the subseriber’s oblitws

eturned his
Indorsemant,

aupon the

in the uwsual death

ditionai statement

ceived any direct

doath, but as ¢t office had

to send his paper to hell, he

assuming that Mr, Jones

Another characteristic of our early plo-
neers was thelr respect for law Decry
As we may the jJury syatem—and € has
fauita—it is a great edocator. It teaches
| respect for law and order and f{alrness;
nearly every American of @ yea HEO
hod at some time or another bhee nHed
to serve As & juror, and thereb ducafed
into a respect for orderly f M of pro-
cedure. The result of this was, that

wherever o few Americans were gathered

together, no matter how remote from or-
ganized governm » they instinetively re-
sorted to the formsa to which they bad
been accustomed when disputes Bad (0
be settled or crimes ]

been told of one ance that

in an emigrant traln on the way -
Eon. An unprovo homicide wa

mit by one of

taln ited the traln, ass
tions of judge, Impaneled a
the murderer a trinl and, upon a st

f gulity, coused him to be exectite
and there. Thgugh the procecdings were
not sanctioned by any statute,
sitles of the case req
substantial rights of
preserved except that of

3 e
justice

delaying

by frivolous techniea
Eariy Oregon . i

times. Culifornia, Idaho, Montana and
perhaps other early Western communities
were forced to resort to I and
wholesale lynching the com-
munity. Our ploneers e to pre-
serve order, repress and punish crime and
still preserve the rights of trial to the
accused. And when (he regul or-

ganized and authorized courts
they found a law-abiding people, ready

ties and famillar with forms of law

Another charaeteristic of the early
neer wid his abounding hospitality. Kind-
Iy Tecelved by Whitman, MeLoughlin and
thope who precedad them. the early swt-
tlers, like the early Christians, “had- ail
things in «common.” A man d traved
from Vancouver to the Callfornls line
without scrip or purse, eat of tha

nio
pio=

could

best that was to be had, have his horse
fed and cared for and no compensation
would be asked or aoccept In many

cases the offer of it would have been con-
sidered us a persomal aslight. No news-
comer or his family ever wanted for food

| or shelter, and many who were comforta-

bly settled in the Valley sent cattie and
wagons out heyond the Cnscade Mountaing
to assist the worn-out Immigrants of tha
succesding yenr into the settlements. My
own parents were thus met aiied,
and this assistance came from persons
not bound to them by any tie of blood
or kindred, Omly this week an old Cl

lack-
amas ploneer was telling me of an

in-

stance of this kind of hospitality In his
case which ls characteristle,. He came in
the Iate "its and settied near Mr. Kiliin,
the father of that honored r. Hon,
Benton Killln, of this city, T old gen-
tlemar Killln was a fine, hospitable mun,
but on oceasfon he could assume a graff
exterior that would decelve one not ae-
quainted with him. One newcomer, being
without ment, flour or potatoes, and with-

out any way to procure them exc
credit. went to Mr. Killin
provided with everything
it be could let him have a little flour
meat and potatoes, Killin looked at him
sternly, and then asked In & gruff voles,
‘Have you got any moner to pay for
these things?™ His trembling appiicant
replied In =& still, small volce that hs
hadn’'t a red cent. “Then" d Mr. Kl
lin, *4f you haven't any money, come In
and take all you nesd. Don't stimt your.
salf; all T can’'t"use I am kéeping for
poor people who can't pay.’ Thar plo-
neer, hix children end grandchildren swéar
by the Killins to this very day.

I have thus crudely aketched In &
sultory way the prominent features of
early exploration of this country and
most prominent characteristles of
people who first ssttied It. 1 feel that
attempt has been & fesble one, and
apology for that will be found in the ex-
actions of other and pressing duties: A
son of the soll, grown up with Oregon in-
stitutions, T am proud of our early plo-
neers. 1 do not belleve that any state
was founded by a grander class of men
or women. Here was found the falth snd
religious fervar of the early Puritan with-
out thelr Intalerance, Here was foand
the courage and manly pride of the Cave-
Hfers without their arrogance. Plaln, Hon.
est, tolerant, courageous, Intelllgent, they
lad broad and deep the foundations of a

ept on
who was well
and asked him

de-
tho
the
t™he
my
my




