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THE COURSE OF COMMERCIAL EMI-
NENCE.

History divides itself Into great epochs
of commercial clvilization, Whatever
dre’nmr- the poetx sang or ambitions the
monarche pursed, the products of hu-
man hands were secking markeis and
the merchant princes of every age have
directed its industiial clvilization and
held largely In their hands the dispost-
tion and proceeds of human industry.

Whenever proddetion reached the
siage of an exportable surplus, then
commerce began, and history divides
Itnelf into chapters devoted to the rise
and fall, no tonly of commereldl civill-
zatlons, but ef great trade routezs From
the Nile and the Euphrates to the Bos-
phorus and the Mediterranean, the as-
cendant tide of trade has passed on to
the Atlantic, the Suez Canal and the
Biralts of Magellan. The curtaln meems
abouit to rise on the greatest commer-
cial drama of all—that upon the colossal
=age of the Pacific Ocean,

From the dawn of history commerce
held sway in Arabla, Egypt and Byria,
The most eminent navigators and trad-
erg of antiquity were the Phoeniclans
They planted thsir colonles on the
fsiands of the Modlterranean and thelr
shipe went even to Britain. When
Rome a1 Jength became mistress of the
known world the commercial scepter
passed also to her. The merchant
princes occupled the same power they
do In England or America today. Thelr
commerce whitened the Mediterranean
and reached by eail and caravan all
over Europe.

Expansion pave Rome her ci}mmrm.
Venellan expansion took It from her,
and a new trads route took it In tumn
from Venlce. When Venice aoquired
the maritime cities of Dalmatin and
Istria, she smtrengthened her navy and
took precedence over Rome: but the
discovery by Vasco de Gamsa of the
Cape route to Indin diverted trade, for-
merly carried overland, and by means
of the Mediterranean to and from India,
o the Dutch, Portugoese and English,
Colonies In etrategle points and com-
trol of trade routes, such as Europe
covels today In Hong Kong, Port Ar-
thur and Paclfic steamship lnes and
long routes llke that now planned by
J. J. Hill, made Rome, Venles and then
Holtand In turn the mistress of the
world's commerce,

Constantinople was once a great com-
morcial emporium. It stood in the gate
through which passed the rich stores of
the East and the products of the West,
But that great volume of trade has
been diverted to other hands—partly
through Holland and itz own sover-
€elgnty over part of the East Indles,
partly through Russian activity In Man-
churia, Siberia, with the Siberlan rali-
wayand its Pacific ports, partly through
Germany’s foothold in Shan Tung and
France's hold in Tong King, but most
of all through Britlsh scquisition of
the Suer Canal and its possessions In
Indin and Hong Kong.

Comes upon the scene at such a time
the Unlted States. The fortunes of war
and liberal treaty terms have thrown
in our way the best maval and com-
mercial base of all in the Far East—the
FPhilippine Islands, just at & time when
our great rallrosd and steamship com-
panies are harnessing themselves for o
trade route to Asia &cross the TUnited
Siates and the Paclfic Ocean. With
#uich a base as Manila, and with our

enterprise, we are In n position to be.
come in our turn the mistress of the
wurid's commerce—the lineal descend-
ant of the Phoenlclans, Venice, “‘which
held the gorgeous East in fee” oid By-
santium, Hoelland and even Great Brit-
®in. The vast and still growlng trade
betwesn Bastern and Western civiliza-
tion may as well pass our way and
pay tribute to us as 1o ply between
Liverpool and Hong Kong, either by
Suez or Cape Horn

But these things will not come to us
of themseives. Commercial ascendancy

of rivals, end such rivale as Great Brit.

Lin Itz use by the league mansgers This

creased tefritorial advansage in the Ori- |
ent. Here we have men actively at work
endeavoring to force the Government at
Washington {o give up what foothold
we have and turn what Asiatic trade

have to get out and work for a lving.

PLAY BALL, GENTLEMEN.

Five thousand people attended the
profemsional baseball game In Fortland
Bunday. Reports from Seaitle are that
000 admirers and supporters of the
great Natlopal game overran the field
to e the home team wipe up the
ground with Tacoma. Advices from
Spokans and Tacoma, Bulte and Hel-
ena, are that immense Interest has been
revived in baseball, and that the out-
ook for & prosperous season s in the
highest degree favorable.

All this Is good. The gverage Amer-
fean oltizen s a ballplayer by Instinct
and training. For any youth who has
been reared in the public schools or
collegea of the country to profess want
of sympathy and appreciation for the
Erent sport Is to disclose that there Is
something wrong in his make-up, and
the puspicion is justificble that, givem
the opportunity, such a person might
turn traitor to his country's other in-
stitutions. He will at aay rate, bear
watching. Baseball in the hands of pa-
triots is & patriotic sport, and deserves
all the appreciation it has recefved and
is pow recelving throughout the United
States. Long may it wave!

But it cannot wave unless it Is con-
ducted In & sportsmaniike manner and
unless the players learn that they are
on the fiéld to play ball, and not to
“chew the rag” with umpire or audi-
ence, At Spokane Sunday a third base-
man wae displeaped with something or
othér a spectator sald to him, and he
threw the ball into the bleachers and
badly injuzed a “rooter.’”” The police
had to take & hand. At Seattle om the
same day the services of two officern
were cailed Into requisition to convey
from the field the nolsy and obstreper-
ous captain of ths Tacoma nine. In
Poriland the crowd was orderly enough,
but there was 2 manifest disposition to
jump omto the umplre by the partisans
of the home team. The captain of the
Butte anine, who Is well known here-
abouts for his readiness fo bullyrag an
umpire, burst forth on several occasions
In more or jess vilolent ebullitions of
wrath, but, fortunately for the decen-
cies of the game, his rowdyish conduct
had no effect on the vmpire. It was
this same player—McClogkey Is his
name—who was recently put out of the
game and fined by & resolute umplre
for hoodiumism. Over at Tacoma a few
days ago there was a disgraceful de-
monstration agalast the umpire by an
Incensed gang of “rooters.”

It i» just such occurrences as these
that bring baseball into disrepute. It
was for just such riotoue outbreaks as
these on the part of spectator apd
player that the game a few years since
suffered eclippe, from which It Is just
now emerging. The sport fell into evil
ways bechiuse the players had too much
to say besides play ball, and too much
to do besides attend to their own busi-
ness. The managers of the Natlonal
game faally found out what was the
matter—not with the game, but with
them—and they cured the trouble by
placing autocratlc powers in the hands
of the umpire. It is fiot enough, how-
ever, Yor the umpire to have the power.
He must use It. And It Is not enough
for him (o uee 1t. He muset be sustalned

remark applles equally to the National
League and to the Northwest League.
In the interest of fair sport and clean
sport, then, It Is the clear duty of the
ball macagers to stand by thelr um-
plres; and it Is the duty of the public to
stand by the baseball management that
stands by its umpires. It may be sald
further that the crowd that eriticises an
umplre I8 nearly always mistaken, even
when fts judgment ls mot warped by
its prejudices. This has been consplou-
ously true during the past two weeks in
Portland. Impartinl occupantes of the
press box, who have been In good posl-
tion to see and to know as well as any
ore can know when he is oot actually
on the ground, say’that with perhaps
A few exceptions o balls and strikes
Umpire Cunningham has been right
throughout. As a judge of close plays
he has been uniformly fair and correct.
On the whaole, he Is all right. If, then,
such an umplire le bulldored by the
crowd and Intimidated by the McClos-
keys of the game, the resuit may be
and will be that we shall have umplres
who will endeavor 10 please and conell-
late the bullles and stand in with the
home teams, which always have the
tiggest crowd of partisans. And then
the team will be successful' that can
make the loudest noise. i
= —— —

GENERAL CHAFFEE AND MAJOR
WALLER.

General Chaffee’s review of the court-
martial of Major Waller showes clearly
that Major Waller, in the summary kiil-
Ing of some of his native guides, or
bearers, dellberately chose not to com.
sult General Bmith regarding hle con-
templated action, and assumed & power
which did hot belong to him. The de-
fense of Major Waller for his action
was that these native guards, having
g0t a handful of whites into & country
uninhabited, -whers there was no trall
and no food, refused to get Waller and
his companfons out of thejr difficulty
and attacked two of the officers. For
leading his expedition into this trap and
dooming its members to die of starva-
tion or viclence, Waller ordered these
native guides to be shot without for-
malities of trial

Genera]l Chaffées’s review of the trial
makes it clear that General Smith not
only never ordered Major Waller to
shoot these native guldes, but that Ma-
jor Waller, although in telephonic com-
munlostion with General Smith, delib-
erately chose mot to consult his com-

his own responsibility, without consul-
tation with General Bmith, and General
Chaffee finds wo palllation for 1t save
the fact that Major Waller was smick
of & fever, in great bodily and mental

[ General Smith in the position of a com.

E

emtempliated action”™
Major Waller's ¢ase, 5o far from com-
promising General Smith, really leaves

manding officer whose authority had
been utterly ignored by a subordinate
officer in 5 matter of the highest mill-
tary Importance. Genera]l Chaffee does
not say that treacherous guldes may
not under ecertaln clrcumstances be
promptly shot, but he does say that
Major Wailer, when In communication
with his commanding cofficer, had no
business to order these native guldes to
execution without proper notice to and
consuitation with his superior. General
Smith appears therefore, to have besn
ordered before a court-martial not bes
cause of any unlawful action on his oWn
peri, but because of clamor raised over
Major Waller's conduct, who acled In
contempt of General Smith's authority
and without any pretense of consulta-
tion with him on a most important mat.
ter,

THE BOER WAR OVER,
The Boer War ls over. Il hegan Oe-
tober 12, 1808, with the Boer invasion
of Natal In a military sense the Boer
War was a hopeless conflict after Lord
Roberts, the last week of February, 1900,
turned the Boer position on Modder
River and forced General Cronje to sur-
render with 4600 men. The disaster to
Cronje forced the Boers to evacuate
Ladysmith. The rapid occupation of
the Orange Free State and the Trans-
vasl followed. Pretoria surrendersd
June § 180, and on September 1, 1800,
the Transvaal was proclaimed part of
the British Empire. The warfare that
has becnn waged by the Boers for the
last twenty months bas been senseless.
Its only resuit has been (o lay wasie
the entire farming plant of the two
republics,. The best stuff of the Boer
population has been rulned by the war.
The victory has cost Great Britaln
25,000 lives and $1,114,000,000 of treasure,
It has not cost Great Britain her mill-
tary presiige, for Great Britain’s sol-
dlers, by the econfession of German snd
Austrian officers, did as well agalnst
the Boer sharpshootera fighting behind
intrenchments as the best veteran
froops of Germany or France could
have done. The military world has
been taught that the modern improved
magasine military rifie in the hands of
sharpshooters makes (rontal assaults
imposaible of success, and replaces the
work of cavalry with mounted rifleamen
to a very large extent.” If was Great
Britain's fortune (o be the first to prove
by actual conflict with a sharp-shootling
foe armed with modern magasing rifles
that war henceforth will have to be
waged by clouds of skirmishers, by
mounted riflemen, supported by fleld
artillery. Great BHritalpn has lost neo
military prestige; ber moldiers never
fought more gallantly; the Boesrs them-
selves testify with enthusiasm that no
braver men were ever sesn In war than
tha troops that were repulsed at Co-,
lenso and the assault on Splon Kop.,
What will be the fate of the Boers
after the peace? The Boer will proba-
bly become what the French Canadipn
became after the rebellion of 1837 and
the gift of home rule—essentially a
Briton,. South Africa henceforth will
be British, and British alone. The
Boerp are not llkely to quarrel after
ptace. The gallant fighting on both
sldes has produced a feellog of respect
for esch other; fhe Yezding civic and
military leaders of the Britlsh in South
Africa feel an honest sympathy for the
misfortunes of the Boers, and a sincere
admiration for their valor., The Boers
have not loat any military honor, nor
have the Britlsh. Both sldes are In
good condition to make the best of a
peace if, as Is reported, the British Gov-
ernmeént proposes to advance a large
sum of money for the remoration of the
obliterated farmsteads of the Boers,
Under British rule the Boer will be
mora prosperous and more comfortable
than he ever was vnder Paul Kruger.
who was really an astute old Impostor,
who, under the cover of patriotic devo-
tion to the Transvaal, took advantage
of the ignorance of his fellow-country-
men and stole himself rich out of the
revenues of the republic. Kruger sold
justice, took bribes right and left, and
eultivated an Insen=ate hate and jeal-
ousy of England among the Boers atl
every opportunity. The Boer War was
due originally to Kruger's arrogance,
snd his {gnorance in belleving that Con-
tinental Europe would Interfere, Its
continuance after ite military back was
really broken was due to the \gnorance
that is not seldom assoclated with po-
litical fsolntlon for many years. Ths
Bouth could have waged the same kind
of warfare aftér Appomattox, but It was
too intelligent to pay the rulnous price
in_wasted blood, treasure and embit-
tered sentiment.

A GREAT FUEL FI1ELD.

The dreadful expiosion by which more
than 150 miners lost thelr lives In the
Crow's Nest coal mines of British Co-
iumbia calls sttentlon afresh to one of
the most tmportant fuel flelds In Amer-
lca. Geological surveys have nscer-
tained that there are 50000 acres of
coal land o the Crow’'s Nést country,
and the president of the Crow's Nest
Pnaas Coal Company in his last annual
report estimated that that area would
yield 20,000,000.000 tons of coal. With
an output of 10000 tone o day, this
would last more than 6000 years, The
present capacity of the mines s only

ovens that produce 1000 tons of coke
dally. The output of both could easily
be increased, but the British Columblian
demand Is not greater and the market
on thin aide the border 1§ relied upon
to warrant further deveiopment.

But the Unlted States market{ cannot
be reached without adequate transpor-
tation facilities. President Hill, of the
Great Northern Rallroad, bas for sev-

coal company to provide this transpor-
tation, and the rosd that will bring
Crow's Nest coal Into this country is
now well advanced toward completion.
*There |8 a prospective demand, pro-
vided we obtain access to the United
States market, of 4500 tonp of coal n
day within a year,” sald President Cox,
“In two years we expect
to increase our coal output to 6000 tons
daily.”. The coal ls of excellent quality
and the ralirnads on this side the bound-

tariff of 67 cents a ton must be paid by
Crow's Nest cosl before it can get into
our market Bug It will pay this duty
and then compete successfully with
anythiog yet mined in our Pacific
Northwest.
———

about 500,000 toms of coal a Year, with'

eral yearm been co-operating with the.)

The tale of Andersonville and of Libby
has been confided to history, and the
volume has been closed =nd clasped
The impassioned arraignment of the in-
stitution of stavery.ls no longer heard,
as that, too, ia dead beyond resurrec-
tion, and its record, to ull intents and
purposes, is closed, Patriotism remalns,
and, to the extent that the soclety of
the Grand Army af the Republic repre-
sents It, that organization is honored
and exajted upon Memorial Sunday and
Decoration day. We bave come also to
eee that patriotism may have worn the
gray as well as the blus, and that the
quality of American courage ls not Indl-
cated by ‘sectional lines. All of this
and much more, as fAitered through the
years, has come to us, softening the aus-
perities of war and tempering personal
bereavement, while In the long interval
a generation has grown up that thinks
of other things and regards the Cilvil
War as an incldent of history made Im-
mortal by the sacrifices of the Nation
and by a herolsm that was not confined
to section or to sex. The tender hom-
age due to the herole dead Is rendered
during the closing days of each succes
give May—the country graveyard shar-
Ing with the clty cemetery the gifts
of flowers, while the tombs of soldiers,
wherever they are found, divide with
the maunaleum on the Hudson and tha
honored graves at Arlington the gra-
clous tributes of memory.

The furies of fire and convulsion are
still hotly pursuing the terrified Inhabl-
tants of Martinique and St. Vipcent.
It _seems useless to ry to ald these
peaple if they are compelled to remain
upon these isiands. A wholesale immi-

gration and colonlzation scheme, car-

climatic conditions, would be a boon to
them, since Nature has issued, and
placed tremendous emphasis thereon,
&n ediet of banishment from those vol-
canic Islande. Some time in the forma-
tive history of the earth they have been
projected bodily from the bosom of the
sén by the same force that now seems
determined to reclalm them. Qulet may
be restored In this turbulent portion of
Naiure's kingdom, but It must be gen-
erations before vegetation again tri-
umphs over volcanic ruln there. In the
meantims the world is widle and It
would be well to assist these people 1o
reach some place wifere they can dweil
In reintive pecurity from volcaalc dis-
turbances. The experiences of the past
manth should repder homesickness in
any other land impossible, and as this
is /the greatest barrier to contentment
among immigrants, they should, if their
location were properly chosen, or if al-
lowed to chooss for themsglves, become
happy and contented dwellers In other
lands. Their pregent plight ls Indesd
pitiful, and rellef to be permanent must
be of the self-halpful order.

The coal mine disaster at Fernle, B.
C., like Ila many predecessors, is best
described by the words “a mine horror."
There ls nothing new In the recital, even
the names of the victims delng similar
to those that have masde up the grim
and blackened death lists In such in-
stances during the entire history of coal
mining, in this country ot least’
Names that suggest the hardy Norse-
man, the Industrious plodding Hun-
ghrians, the energetic Finne and
Swedes—from these lists. and. the
women and children who-break forth In
disma] wallings as the detonafion of
the afPloston: In a coul mine carries
misery and Heartbresk to the miners
homes, voloe thelr woe In the tongue of
the far-away fatheriand. Pity is freely
accorded to the tollers In the deeps of
the earth who have there met their fate
and returned no sign of -terror or of
agony to the free air above, and sympa-
thy, sentimental and practical, Is be-
stowed upon thelr dependent onea In
this, too, the history of coal mine dls-
aster repeats liself, and In & dolng
adds another chapter to the great book
in which the records of humanity’s good
deeds are inscribed.

There are many indlcations that Gov-
ernor Geer and his intimate friends in
Marlon County and other parts of the
state are doing the utmost that can be
done, without positively opeén and
avowed effort to defeat Furnish and
to elect Chamberlain. It Is & point that
Republicans throughout the state will
make a note of and act upon, now and
hereafter. That Senpator Bimon and
thoee In his confidence or under his In-
fluence are dolng the same Is 2ven more
open and notorious. Simon's gang here,
headed by D. Scoiia Cohen, Is working
everything within the range of their
power In that direction. It ls evident
that Mr. Simon and Mr, Geer supposed
they owned the Republican party; and
now they are pursuing their methods of
revenge. Yet Mr, Geer's name will be
on the Republican ticket, for Unilted
States Senator., But In his character of
A party-wrecker how many votes ought
He to Eet?

The public may well be grateful for
the prompt apprehension, trial and con-
victlon of the man who attempted to
wreck a special train oh the Southern
Pacific near Roseburg recently. A crim-
inn] whose murderous purposs Includes
an unknown number of persons, with
not one of whom, perhaps, he I8 ac-
quainted, merely to gratify a majlevo-
lent desire to kill, I a foe to human
lite so deadly and so unscrupilous as o
merit prompt and severs punlshment
by the civil authorities,
be regarded as a public calamity when
one of these consclenceless miscreants
goes unwhipt of justice. The criminal
in this Instance was sentenced to three
yeary Imprisonment in the peaitentiary
—a punishment much (oo lenlent for his
base intent, hut supposed to be ade-
quate, since by the vigllafice of  the
track watchimen his purpose was folled.

S ————

In politics, as n other affairs, there
is no troudle with open oppronents,
They are always respected. It Is the
stealthy vengeance of the man who is
trying to “get even™—the renegado and
party-wrecker—that Is @etestable. The
Demoeratic party la putting up as
strong & fight as it can, But this is not
the jeading feature of the opposition.
The lealling feature ia the meanness of
the party-wrecker, working stealthily
for revenge. ,

A letter on the old Greenback mine,
in Josephine County, now to be called
the Victor, Junlor, appears In another
column of today's paper. The property

all doubts ns to the permanénce and
profit of gold mining In Southern Ore-

ried out with due regard to suitable |

| United States Government,
| the

It may well |

J. J. HILL AND THE VOLCANOES.
) New York Times.

100 soon or too Mudly raised the voloe
of warning agalnst the folly of buflding
to destruction by the

subtect

terrific voleanoes that stud ths Nicaragua
routs. “Every one who has made any
selentifie investigation of the subject,

says Mr. Hll “knows that Nicaragus_is
one of the most volcaniec regions on earth,
and that earthquake dlsturbances swalt
any Ereat public works that can be erect-
ed there. But what does your average
¢ ecare about that? You maiy
lay before bim the history of all the 40
or more voleanoes of Central America,
with & century record of earthquakes
brought down to the last @ days, and
your Congressman who = talking ‘isth-
minn cana)’ in glowing rhetoric wiil Ig-
nore the sclentific facts complétely and
vote to spend $108.000,000 or 800000000 of
the people’'s money right In the midst of
the eruptions.”” And further:

Nicaragun s & dangerous snd unfit place for
any great works of a publie character. and,
most of all, for a vast camal system suilt of
conerete and ‘masomry to which any earth-
quake or voleanic disturbance would be faral
It is & ansty, crooked routs, anyway, curvisg
and dodging aboul amony Lhe volcanic peaka
It Is notl o safe place to put any big vessel

President of the Grest Northern Rallroad
Company.

This ia the volee of sincore golicitude,
the heartfelt, earnest appeal of a man
known the world over as the great bul-
wark of our canal polley. “If 1 coll!g
love that canal as James Hill loves (L,
sald Benator John T. Morgan, “if 1 could
nerve the undertaking as he has served |t
by his zeal and his wealth. commemora-
tive monuments bearing my name would
rise thicker than Carnegie Nbraries all
pver the State of Alabama,™

When the cloud-plercing volcanoes of
the Nicarugua route dre sketched for Ls
by the hand of some promoter of the
American ayndicate that has acquired an
intercet in the Panama Canal which It In
anzious to part with for cash to the
we perceive
motive of sordid calculation, When
persons notoriously hostlle to any canal
draw up the awtul catalogue of the etup-
gond, quakings, catacly=ma and catastro-
phes that have shaken and torn Nicarsgua
and Cosla Rice since the dawn of his-
tory, In contrast with the lovely peace and
tranqulility of the Panama region, the fa-
millar pollcy of employing the remote
project to kil oft the ona that is hear and
imminent {» again revealed. But James
J. Hill speaks with the perfect disinter-
estedness of these rallroad connections:

Prmident of the Northern Becurities Com-
pany .

Direotor of the Chicago, Burlington & Quin-
oy Raijlrosd Company.

Director of the St, Paul, Minnsapolis & Man.
ftoba Rallway Company.

Director of the Mason City & Fort Dodge
Raliroad Company. .

Director of the.Erla Raliroad Company.

No man in the country, not Senator
Hanna himself, hes s0 msny resasons (o7
viewing with alarm the proposal to bulid
a canal under the belching craters of
Cosegulna and Ometepe.

What & contrast between these sober and
well-weighed worda of Mr. James J. Hll,
s eminent for his sclentific knowledge of
the habits of voleanoes as he ls for his
unsalfigh devotion to the cauee of the
interuceanic capal, what a contrast, we
say, between his warning utterance and
the light-minded and frivolous ohserva-
tions of the Isthmian Canal Commission.
This commission was made up of Hear-
Admiral J. G. Walker, Bamuel Pasco, Al-
fred Nobdie, Colonel Poter C. Halns, of the
United States Engineer Corps, Willlam
H. Burr, Lisutenant-Calonel O, H. Ernst,
of the Engineer Corps, Louis M. Haupt,
and Emory R. Johnston, Most of these
perzons have frittered away their time
and abllities In the study and practice
of engineering. Not one of them owns 4
rallroad, and there is none of them can be
a qualified judge of volcanoes and earth-
quakes. In its report the commission
Lshows that from the period of the Bpan-
{sh conquast down to the present time
there have been 14 earthqunkes om the
Nicaragua route amd 2 on the Panamga
route. We quote gome of the absurd and
reckless expressions of the commission
upon the earthquake risk In the reglon
traversed by the Nicaragua Canal as sur-
veyed:

It is possible, and even probable, that the
more accurately fitting portions of the canal,
such as the lock gstes, may at times be dls-

may result therefrom. That contingency may
be classed with the accidenial colllslons of
ships with the gates, and Is to ba provided
for in the same way—but dQupileats gates, , It
is possible alao that a fiseurs might open which
would drain the canal. and If it remalosd open
might destroy It. This possihillty should not
be erected by the fancy into a ning
danger. If a timorous imagination ia to be the
guilde po great work can be undertaken any-
where, This risk may be classed with that of
n grest conflagration Im a coity, like that of
Chicago io 1571 or Boston In 1STR.

It i the oplnion of the issjon that wuch
danger s exists from earthquaken lo jespen-
tinlly the same .for both the Nicaragus and
Panama routes, and that in pelther case is it
sufficlent to prevent the copstruction of the
canal,

The report says that “the doctrine that
volcanoes are safety valves which dimin.
tuh the viclence of earthquakes In that
viclnlty Is accepted by such writers as
Baron von Humbeldt, Sir Charles Lyell,
Charles d'Aublgny and J. Le Conte™ In
his report to the Nicaragua Canal Com-
misslon of 1886, Major C. E. Dutton, writ-
ing of the Nicaragus route, sald: “My
opinlon is that the risk of serfous Injury
by earthquakes to the construction pro-
pused for the Pacific section of the cansl
is mo =mall that it ought to be neglected:
elso that the risks to the Atlantic sec-
tion are still smaller than those to the FPa-
cific section.”

Strangely enough, the Istimlan Canal
Comminsion falled
danger that the oanal would soms time
be overwhelmed by volcanic firea and
filled up solid full of lava. The mem-
berp of the commission went over the
route. They must have seen the hundreds
of voleanoes spouting forth molten mat-
ter, superheated steam fire¢, and brim-
stone. Probably thoy did not know whiat
they were.

The Republie of (“\bl.
Boaton Transcmpt.
How long the flag of Cuba will have &
place among the banners of the nations
| of the ecarth depends upon events. There
was once & Republie of Texas. That, too,
had a flng and & civil government as well
A5 Ao army and navy,
was aeen in the porta of the United
of political graviiation to the
Stutes, and the lone
down, mot In defeat, but in annexation,
That flag was not without heroic nssocin-
tlons. Brave deeds and deedsa for human
had bDeen done under its folde
There are still a few old men left in Texns
who, once owed alleglance to It and in

United

{tury, signed by the Prealdent of Texas.

American Influence became dominant in
Hawall, and that flag. too, was supplanted

American

gs, there the American flag eventually
remains as the emblem of soverelgnty.

wried by earthquakesd, and some jneoavenience 4

te report upon the

The Texan flag
States, but Texas was drawn by the law

star banner came

thelr youlh held commissions, eivil or mil-

There was once a Hawalian flag, but

by the Stars and Btripes. Wheraver
influence deeply touches the
interests or the sentiment of & peopls
commircially or geographically close 1o

DIRTY BUSINESS IN THE SENATE |

Minneapolls Tribune. !

The TUnited States Henate s not n

about the business !t engages In, when
political eapitsl or private profit is to he
made. It bas paddied In all kinds of muck
ard mire, from milking the stock market
through [nside Enowiledge of Jegiriation 10
trading speclal favors to rich corpora-
tions for camprlgn contribution= But we
do Mot remember that It has over engaged
In dirtier business than this shameless be-
foullng of the American Army, in the
hope of making politieal capiial belore the
siandera It setn afioat can be contradicted.
The American Army = dolng, st the
bidding of the Amerienn people. on the
inltiattve of this same Benate when it
ratified the treaty of peace, the most la-
boricus and distasteful work ever put on
ft. It iz dolng the work with the thor-
oughness of tralned eoldiers, and with
the humanily of American cltigens, The
war bas been prolonged and made more
costly of life by an excess of humnnlt)‘.!
by undues haste In substituting civil rule |
and pretending that cnemies are trusty |
friende.  There i ample evidence of this |
Every Senator knows it and the :wopl.-.»]
know it. Yet Senators think they can
fool the peaple by treating the clumsy
inventions and unciean Imaginings
camp gorslp as !f they were worthy ori
bellef, !

any asrmy by scoaping ocut of the soclal |
mire the dregs of it after they have been
discharged. and istening 10 the lles bred |
of their disgust of diacipline und hatred
of the officers who made them wash and
obey orders, Every disbanded army leaves
this slimy trall behind |t. These dozen
or so of unworthy soldiers, out of the
$0.000 voluntesra in the Philippines, have
been rétalling their flith all the way across
ihe continent, from San Francisco to
New Englend; but they never got & hear-
ing tiil tha garbage [ecders of the Anti-
Imperinlist League shipped them to the
garbage fedders of the Senate,

Take the story of this beast O'Brien,
the last disgrace of a name honorably
torne by soldiers In 2 dozen lands for as
many generatlons. Does any American
belleve that Amerlean officers violated
Bpanlah women. or dlsgraced themsclves
In drunken orgles with Filipincs, or shot
down boys and old men without reasons,
or murdered prisoners in cold blood with-

| survive the most long-lived
| Peace,

You éan prove anything you Wke about | cinl sesslon of Congress

NOTE AND COMMENT.
Is -7 iy

Now look for high-water rumors

It is even too hot to talk poiltica
May {5 golng cut ilke an active voleano,

But It wiil not te advisabie to lend your
umbrella just wvet.

Mount Peles seems to have gone into the
continuous performance business,

This idea of importing a climate from
Callfornla ought to be exploded.

The Summer hotel-keeper Degins 1o sea

! fresh visions of piles of gleaming gold.

The war In the Transvaal continues to
rumars

of

After this we shall require thirty days
notice of the weather man befores he
fprings a Summer on us.

Denver has o sympathetic sirike and a
vislt from E. H. Harriman. But Portland

of | bad both theas things first,

President Roarovelt will not call & spe-
He seems w0
know when the country is well off.

The man who rocks the hoat Is but

A poor and lesa fool
Your real bloodthirsty knave In be
Who calmily says "“Keep odoll™
Mount Hood does pot smeke. JTis abmil-
cence In this respect should commend It
both to Intending settlers In Oregon and to
the Y. M, C. A,
There's not much dulng ‘round the town,
But patiently we waig
9 o the gloriouas advent of
Thy swant giri gmduate

Bome politictans pever are satisfled with
in term no kow lone. They gEret
that they were not born (u office,

The Spanish cabinet is beginning t

out causae? Does any one belleve that ¢x-
plosive buliets were lssued by thi Army
to the troops. or that orders were given
to take no prisoners?

This precious witness has no names.
He dous not know what officers dld these
things. He does not know who lazued the
bulleta, _.& does not know who gave or-
dera to take no prisoners. He Is retall-
ing the dirty gomsip of tha guanfhouwre
contingent, which every army knowa. His
testimony would be thrown ocut of any
police court in the land. The Senate lis-
tens to it solemnly, clasps Its hands and
rolis op its fishy eyes and calls upon the
country to purlfy the Army by voting the
Democritle ticket,

These foul alanders are heaped upon men
who are tolling and fighting and suffering
balf way sround the world, unabie to dis-
prove or contradict them without the
tedigus procesas of o military trial. The
Senate ealbulates upon this. [t knows the
ntorfes it circulates are [les; but It be-
lieves they cunnot be proved lies until
ufter Congressional elections In November,
But the Benate calculates without the
ecommon mense of the American people.
There are lles that disprove themselves.
There are s'anders that fall dead with the
utierance, Ths country kmows the Amer-
fcan Army pretty well, and it knows some-
thing about the United States Senate
These storfes will do no harm outside of
the committes-room, Their only Injury
will be suffered by their fabricators and
cireulators,

We might dlperiminate between the two
parties in the SBenate; but the silence and
npathy of the Repubifcans do not Invite
thia They - might have prevented thie
sampalgn of slander. They might have
shut out testimony no court of law would
take. They might have hesn more prompt
and bold In meetipg baseless charges, In
defending the honor of the Army they sent
to do its work. ‘The Republicans are
playing politics, tao. They are giving
the Democrats rope to hang themseives.
They know that these slanders will not be
telieved, and that the reaction of wrath

in the Fall siection, Perhaps this |s good
politics, but it Is poor patriotiam, To per-
mit the Armerican Army to be hefouled,
even tempararily, in erder to grin seals
In Congress for either party, betrays a
jack of perception of relative values,

Lesnler's Story About Choate.
Washington Post. ‘
Mr. Montague Lessier has stlll another
story on Ambassador Choate, which he de-
ciares is & lttle newer than the first as.
cribed to him.

“Onece,” sald the aglla and eapabje New
Yorker, ''1 was attorney for people with
Interests opposed to those of the Stand.
ard Ofl Company. There was & prelimi-
pary examination of some of the mag-
nates of that company, Including Mr.
Rockefeller, Finally some of Mr, Choate's
clients were drawn Into the controversy,
and they refused to answer the questions
I put to them. The tangle became very
intense, and It wos necessary (o have a
long argument before the Judge. At that
time Mr. Chosto himself was in New Jer-
sy arguing a tobacco trust case, and we
had to postpone our case for over o week.
Oh, my! How [ studied and fortifled my-
self for the argument against the great
Choate! Certalnly you can imagine how
1 worked.

“Well, the day arrived. Mr. Choate
came. They pulled him off In one carmer
of the room and poured a lot of talk In his
ear. Then I spoke for about an hour and
n half, making the sffort of my life, and
Mr. Choate foliowed for mbout an hour.

“The following evening Mr. Choate was
to dellver an mddress befors The College
of the City of New York, where [ was
educated. I attended. Mr. Choate sitting
down was quite as tall a8 I was standing.

“'How are you, Mootague,” sald he,
putting his arm around me affectionately.
‘Pleass tell me what all that fuss was
about which wo argued yesterday.' '

A Remarkable Rejovenantion.

8t. Paul Dispatch,

There s greater virility efther In the
Intersiate Commerce Commission or In
the Interstate commerce law than the
publie hea auspected for several years.
The commission recently brought the rafl-
roads of the West 1o terms in the matter
of granding rebates. Now they have
brought the rallroads from Chicago to
Missouri River points to terms in ithe
matter of freight on llvestock and dressed
meats. The companies admit that they
have had & dlfferential that discriminated
axainst lvestoek, but promise (o put each
upon a common footing. We have a
susplclon, however, that the virlllty of
both law and commission is due to a very
wirile President.

Mr. Chamberlain‘s Humar,
8t Louls Globe-Democraf

In a humorous strain Mr, Chamberlain
remarks that “some people seem lo think
that sume day the British Empire will be
included in the North American trust'”
Before anyihing of that kind could happen
there would have to be n showing of as-
sets and Dabilities. Bouth Africa, for
instance, looks a good deal like a Mis-
souri certificate of Indebledness,

Muffied and dumb llke barefoot dervishes,
And marching single io ao endiess dis,

and disgust will overwhelm their authors |

sign. Needles and . H
when 8 man's crov Jd =
gins.

The Kansas farmdrs hnve formed a flour
trust. his Is a far cry fro Popall=my,
but prosperity moves in a mysterious way

its wopders 1o perform.

Now
kindly
to

from

A distingulshed geatieman
York, Hon. C. E & W
consented to come all t 5
Oregon to tell the Democrats how
duct their campalgn,

nend,

ouat

Thirty years ago General Palma, now
President of Cuba, hastily buried his mothe
er, a victim of §  erueity, in an ob-
scure cemetary In Bavamo, with a wooden
cross to mark the spot. Recentiy. with

all tokens of respect and love. he and his

friendzs disinterred the remains, placed
them In a stitely tomtb einring a tablet
with this Inscription, “Candelaria Falma,

whose beloved som, Tomas, has ret
after thirty years and glven her a Ci

| tian burial*

“Dyspepsin would no longer be the na-
tional dlssaze In America If the peopl
of this couniry would adopt a plaln dieg

similar to that of Norway and Sweden
Gout is unknown among the Swedes and
Norweglans, and the rosy cheeks and clear
complexions of the young people of those
couniries are the result of the simple food
the children eat.,"” Victor E. Nelson, United
State Consul at Bergen, Norway, =ayn

Mr. Nelson = pow at home on a short
leave of absence. “Hot rolls and white
bread are rafely séén In Sweden. Knack-
brode—or hard breand—Is the standard ar-
ticle of food. It ls made of ground oals
and rye. There I8 no yeast in the bread,
and It is rolied ioto thin wafers, wlich
are baked and hung up where they will
keep perfectly dry. Bwedes e¢at this bread
amd drink milk for two meals a day, and
have one meal at which theyeat m yil
potatoes, Sweets are almest unknown,
Children are atlowed to eat candy oniy
on state occasions.”

A young man who & anxlous to becoma
& akeich artist was met lounging around
the alleys In a department store yeater-
day. When nasked why he was loaling
there he sald he was studying expression,
Ha salid the changes of expremsion on theo
countenances of some of the people ha
=W zhopping there were very interesting
to him, from an artistic standpoint, Take,
for example, & woman and her husband,
whom she had brought along with her on
a shopping tour. Whean they came In
therse would be no particular expression
on the countenance of either, but as they
began looking over goods, expression be-
Ean to come put, and broaden und Intep-
sify In different directions, till after &
while the woman would waar a beatifio

AT

expression, which irmadiated and glork-
fied every feature, while the hnsband’'s
exprezsion would grow darker and mora

gloomy the longer they stayed, and fAnally
were a8 diverse as {f one was in heaven
and the other In ancther place. Tha
artiet had 2 pumber of rapid skstches
which {Hustrated his theory very well,

. Similin Similibas.
Baltimore American.

School children In New Jersey will be
taught how 1o aswist in the extermination
of the mosquilo. Perhaps, on the prin-
ciple of =etting one of the most destructive
forces known (o rature (o combat an-
other destructive foree,

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGHRAPHERS

No captain of Industry ever watered stock
without intending to soak semebody.—Chicago
Record-Herakd,

A Bheffleld bontmaker displayy this notico in
his window: “Den't ywu wish you were in my
shoes 7' —Tit-Bits.

Take Example. —Custpmer [at a restadrantd—
Can I see the praprietor? Walter—Very sorry,
sir, bot ha's Yust stepped out to luncho—Judge.

Vindictive.—Mar—She mald she would never
forgive him, Ethei—But ahe aftsrwant merriel
him. MassThat merely ahows that she meant
what aho sald —Erooklyn Life.

Hls Conmsent Galnwd —'"I want
ter,” seid the young man,
old man was shrewd
he asked. 1 bhave."
cage Evenlng Prst.

“Hiuffer says he arver comes here to lunch

vour daugh-
aggrempively. The
“Have you got her?*
“*Thea take her.”"—Chi-

bécause he domsn't care for m tahle 4'hota
luncheon.”” “‘No: his preferemos 0 4 Is carte—
the  lunch-cast wup the alley.'”"—Philadelphia

Recard.

Teacher—The majority of great men usually
suffer with some terrible dificulty. Pur in-
stancn, Milton, the post. was bind,. Try o
remember that. Now, Temmmy, what was Mil-
ton's misfortupe? Tommy—He was & poet —
Detroit Froe Prean

Tough Propoaition —Farmer's Wife—I thought
you wald you were bungry?T Weary Willle—
Dat's wat [ s«d, ma'am. Farmer's Wife—Then
why don't you eat that plece of steak I gave
you? Weary Wiile—Dnt's ail right! ma'am,
I d1an't ask far wark.—Chizsgo Daily News.

Bpoke the Cofquetls.—""Miss Birdie," stam-
mered the young man, “I—I feel that I can no
langer dinguise the sentiments that I-—yom
must Rave noticed my preference for your so-
cletr—and—have [ said o much, Miss
Birdie™ “Not yet, Mr Bashfol' roplled
Mies Flyppe, encourngingly.—Chicagn Tribune,

Might ns Well—Kati=—Mis* Lummis, ma
wants t' know 'f you casn let her have & cup
o' megar, two ogE%, 'n’ a few raisine, “n' some
foer. Oh, yea!—'n" a little hutter. Mrs TLuam.
niz—Well, T never! Katle Polter, you go home
' tell your mother I sald It she'd walt tiif
I had time t' mmke It, sboe could come gves "=
take the cake.. Dulistin,




