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TODAY'S WEATHER Showers, possibly at-
tended by .thunder; cooler; southerly winds and
squalls.

YESTERDAY'S "WEATHER Maximum
90; minimum temperature, 59; pre-

cipitation, none.
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THE COURSE OP COMMERCIAL EMI-
NENCE.

History divides itself Into great epochs
of commercial civilization. Whatever
dreams the poets sang or ambitions the
moharchs r.ursed, the products of hu-
man hands were seeking markets and
the merchant princes of every age have
directed Its Industrial civilization and
held largely in their hands the disposi-
tion and proceeds of human Industry.

Whenever production reached thestage of an exportable surplus, then
commerce began, and history divides
Itself Into chapters devoted to the rise
and fall, no tonly of commercial civili-
zations, but of great trade routes. From,
the Nile and-th- e Euphrates to the Bos-phor- us

and the Mediterranean, the as-
cendant tide of trade has passed on to
the Atlantic, the Suez Canal and the
Straits of Magellan. The curtain seems
about to rise on the greatest commer-
cial drama of all that upon the colossal
stage of the Pacific Ocean.

From the dawn of history commerce
held sway In Arabia, Egypt and Syria.
The most eminent navigators and trad-
ers of antiquity were the Phoenicians.
They planted their colonies on the
Islands of the Mediterranean and their
ships went even to Britain. When
Rome at length' became mistress of the
known world the commercial scepter
passed also to her. The merchant
princes occupied the same power they
do In England or America today. Their
commerce whitened the Mediterranean
and reached by sail and caravan all
over Europe.

Expansion gave Rome her commerce,
Venetian expansion took it from her,
and a new trade route took it In turn
from Venice. When Venice acquired
the maritime cities of Dalmatla and
Istria, she .strengthened her navy and
took precedence over Rome; but the
discovery by Vasco de Gama of the
Cape route to India diverted trade, for-
merly carried overland, and by means
of the Mediterranean to and from India,
to the Dutch, Portuguese and English.
Colonies in strategic points and con-
trol of trade routes, such as Europe
covets today in Hong Kong, Port Ar-
thur and Pacific steamship lines and
long routes like that now planned by
J. J. Hill, made Rome, Venice and then
Holland in turn the mistress of the
world's commerce.

Constantinople was once a great com-
mercial emporium. It stood in the gate
through which passed the rich stores of
the East and the products of the West.
But that great volume of trade has
"been diverted to other hands partly
through Holland and its own sover-
eignty over part of the East Indies,
partly through Russian activity in Man-
churia, Siberia, with the Siberian rail-
way and Its Pacific ports, partly through
Germany's foothold in Shari Tung and
France's hold in Tong King, but most
of all through British acquisition of
the Suez Canal and Its possessions in
India and Hong Kong.

Comes upon the scene at such a time
the United States. The fortunes of war
and liberal treaty terms have thrown
In our way the best naval and com-
mercial base of all in the Far East the
Philippine Islands, just at a time when
our great railroad and steamship com-
panies are harnessing themselves for a
trade route to Asia across the United
States and the Pacific Ocean. With
such a base as Manila, and with our

- .American capital. Ingenuity, skill and
enterprise, we are in a position to be-
come in our turn the mistress of the
world's commerce the lineal descend-
ant of the Phoenicians, Venice, "which
held the gorgeous East In fee," old By-
zantium, Holland and even Great Brit-
ain. The vast and still growing trade
between Eastern and Western civiliza-
tion may as well pass our way and
pay tribute to us as to ply between
Liverpool and Hong Kong, either by
Suez or Cape Horn.

But these things will not come to us
of themselves. Commercial ascendancy
Is for those who wrest It from the hands
of rivals, and such rivals as Great Brit-
ain, Germany, France and Russia are
not going to resign without a contest
We have the possible trade route, we
have the local base of operations at
Manila. Here is a potential crisis in
world history. The course of the United
States lies plain before it. Other na-
tions are straining every "nerve for in--

creased territorial advantage in the Ori-

ent. Here we have men actively at work
endeavoring to force the Government at
Washington to give up what foothold
we have and turn what Asiatic trade
we have over to Europe. The com-
merce of the world appears of less sig-
nificance to tbem than, the fear that
Ted Holman may Jose the Coroner's
office for two years or Ed "Werleln may
have to get out and work for a living.

PLAY BALL, GENTLEMEN.
Five thousand people attended the

professional baseball game in Portland
Sunday. Reports from Seattle are that
8000 admirers and supporters of the
great National game overran the field
to see the home team wipe up the
ground with Tacoma. Advices from
Spokane and Tacoma, Butte and Hel-
ena, are that immense interest has been
revived in baseball, and that the out-
look for a prosperous season is in the
highest degree favorable.

AH this Is good. The average Amer-
ican citizen is a ballplayer by instinct
and training. For any youth who has
been reared in the public schools or
colleges of the country to profess want
of sympathy and appreciation for the
great, sport Is to disclose that there is
something wrong in his make-u-p, and
the suspicion is justifiable that, given
the opportunity, such a person might
turn traitor to his country's other in-

stitutions. He will, at any rate, bear
watching. Baseball in the hands of pa-

triots is a patriotic sport, and deserves
all the appreciation it has received and
is now receiving throughout the United
States. Long may it wave!

But it cannot wave unless it Is con-

ducted in a sportsmanlike manner and
unless the players learn that they are
on the field to play ball, and not to
"chew the rag" with umpire or audi-
ence. At Spokane Sunday a third base-
man was displeased with something or
other a spectator said to him, and he
threw the ball into the bleachers and
badly injured a "rooter." The police
had to take a hand. At Seattle on the
same day the services of two officers
were called into requisition to convey
from the field the noisy and obstreper-
ous captain of the Tacoma nine. In
Portland the crowd was orderly enough,
but there was a manifest disposition to
jump onto the umpire by the partisans
of the home team. The captain of the
Butte nine, who is well known here-
abouts for his readiness to bullyrag an
umpire, burst forth on several occasions
In more or less violent ebullitions of
wrath, but, fortunately for the decen-
cies of the game, his rowdyish conduct
had no effect on the umpire. It was
this same player McCloskey is his
name who was recently put out of the
game and fined by a resolute umpire
for hoodlumlsm. Over at Tacoma a few
days ago there was a disgraceful de-

monstration against the umpire by an
incensed gang of "rooters."

It is just such occurrences as these
that bring baseball Into disrepute. It
was for Just such riotous outbreaks as
these on the part of spectator arid
player that the game a few years since
suffered eclipse, from which it Is just
now emerging. The sport fell into evil
ways because the players had too much
to say besides play ball, and too much
to do besides attend to their own busi-
ness. The managers of the National
game finally found out what was the
matter not with the game, but with
them and they cured the trouble by
placing autocratic powers in the hands
of the umpire. It Is ilot enough, how-
ever, "for the umpire to have the power.
He must use it. And it is not enough
for him to use It. He must be sustained

Lin Its use by the league managers. This
remark applies equally to the National
League and to the Northwest League.

In the Interest of fair sport and clean
sport, then, it Is the clear "duty of the
ball managers to stand by their um-
pires; and it is the duty of the public to
stand by the baseball management that
stands by its umpires. It may be said
further that the crowd that criticises an
umpire is nearly always mistaken, even
when Its judgment is not warped by
its prejudices. This has been conspicu-
ously true during the past two weeks In
Portland. Impartial occupants of the
press box, who have been In good posi-
tion to see and to know as well as any
one can know when he is not actually
on the ground, say' that with perhaps
a few exceptions In balls" and strikes
Umpire Cunningham has been right
throughout As a Judge of close plays
he has been uniformly fair and correct
On the whole, he is all right If, then,
.such an umpire Is bulldozed by the
crowd and Intimidated by the McCIos-key- s

of the game, the result may be
and will be that we shall have umpires
who will endeavor to please and concil-
iate the bullies and stand In with the
home teams, which always have the
biggest crowd of partisans. And then
the team, will be successful' that can
make the loudest noise.

GENERAL CHAFFEE AND MAJOR
WALLER.

General Chaffee's review of the court-marti-al

of Major Waller showes clearly
that Major Waller, in the summary fill-
ing of some of his native guides, or
bearers, deliberately chose not to con-

sult General Smith regardlrig his con-
templated action, and assumed a power
which did hot belong to him. The de-
fense of Major Waller for his action
was that these native guards', haying
got a handful of whites into a country
uninhabited, where there was no trail
and no food, refused to get Waller and
his companions out of their difficulty
and attacked two of the officers. For
leading his expedition Into this trap and
dooming Its members to die of starva-
tion or violence. Waller ordered these
native guides to be shot without for-
malities of trial.

General Chaffee's review of the trial
makes It clear that .General Smith not
only never ordered Major Waller to
shoot these native guides, but that Ma-
jor Waller, although- - in telephonic com-
munication with General Smith, delib-
erately chose not to consult his com-
manding officer. The action of Major
Waller was evidently undertaken on
his own responsibility, without consul-
tation with General Smith, and General
Chaffee finds no palliation for it save
the fact that Major Waller was sick
of a fever, la great bodily and mental
pain, when he received a message from
his officers and men advising that the
treacherous guides be killed. General
Chaffee, on his own responsibility, or-
dered the court-marti-al of Major Wal-
ler as long ago as March 5, and the
misconduct of Major Waller seems to
have been due to his individual idiosyn-
crasy, which prompted him to assume
"the powers the laws of war and the
customs of the service confer upon com-
manding officers only In time of war."
So far from being authorized by Gen-
eral Smith, who commanded the Amer- -
lean forces In Samar, General Chaffee
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says that Major Waller "deliberately
chose not to consult General Smith re-
garding his contemplated action."

Major Waller's case, so far from com-
promising General Smith, really leaves
General Smith in the position of a com-
manding officer whose authority had
been utterly ignored by a subordinate
officer m a matter of the highest mili-
tary Importance. General Chaffee does
not say that treacherous guides may
not under certain circumstances be
promptly shot, but he does say that
Major Waller, when In communication
with his commanding officer, had no
business to order these native guides to
execution without proper notice to and
consultation with his superior. General
Smith appears, therefore, to have been
ordered before a court-marti- al not be.
cause of any unlawful action on his' own
part but because of clamor raised over
Major Waller's conduct who acted In
contempt of General Smith's authority
and without any pretense of consulta-
tion with him on a most important mat-
ter.

THE BOER WAR OVER.
The Boer War Is over. It began Oc-

tober 12, 1S99, with the Boer invasion
of NataL In a military sense the Boer
War was a hopeless conflict after Lord
Roberts, the last week of February, 1900,

turned the Boer position on Modder
River and forced General Cronje to sur-
render with 4G00 men. The disaster to
Cronje "forced the Boers" to evacuate
Ladysmlth. The rapid occupation of
the Orange Free State and the Trans-
vaal followed. Pretoria surrendered
June 5, 1900, and on September 1, 1900,
the Transvaal was proclaimed part of
the British Empire. The warfare that
has been waged by the Boers for the
last twenty month's has been senseless.
Its only result has been to lay waste
the entire farming plant of the two
republics. The best stuff of the Boer
population has been ruined by the war.

The victory has cost Great Britain
26,000 lives and 51,114,000,000 of treasure.
It has not cost Great Britain her mili-
tary prestige, for Great Britain's sol-

diers, by the confession of German and
Austrian officers, did as well against
the Boer sharpshooters fighting behind
intrenchments as the best veteran
troops of Germany or France could
have done. The military world has
been taught that the modem Improved
magazine military rifle In the hands of
sharpshooters makes frontal assaults
Impossible of success, and replaces the
work of cavalry with mounted riflemen
to a very large extent It was Great
Britain's fortune to be the first to prove
by actual conflict with a sharp-shootin- g

foe armed with modern magazine rifles
that war henceforth will have to be
waged by clouds of skirmishers, by
mounted riflemen, supported by field
artillery. Great Britain has lost no
military prestige; her soldiers never
fought more gallantly; the Boers them
selves testify with enthusiasm that no
braver men were ever seen in war than
the troops that were repulsed at Co- -,

lenso and the assault on Splon Kop.
What will be the fate of the Boers

after the peace? "The Boer- - will proba-
bly become what the French Canadian
became after the rebellion of 1837 and
the gift of home rule essentially a
Brltcn. South Africa henceforth will
be British, and British alone. The
Boers are not likely to quarrel after
peace. The gallant fighting on both
sides has produced a feeling of respect
for each other; the leading civic and
military leaders of the British In South
Africa feel an honest sympathy for the
misfortunes of the Boers, and a sincere
admiration for their valor. The Boers
have not lost any military honor, nor
have the British. Both sides are in
good condition to make the best of a
peace if, as Is reported, the British Gov-
ernment proposes to advance a large
sum of money for the restoration, of the
obliterated farmsteads of the Boers.

Under British rule the Boer will be
more prosperous and more comfortable
than he ever was under Paul Kruger,
who was really an astute old impostor,
who, under the cover of patriotic devo-
tion to the Transvaal, took advantage
of the Ignorance of his fellow-countrym-

and stole himself rich out of the
revenues of the republic. Kruger sold
Justice, took bribes right and left, and
cultivated an insensate hate and Jeal
ousy of England among the Boers at
every opportunity. The Boer War was
due originally to Kruger's arrogance,
and his Ignorance In believing that Con-

tinental Europe would Interfere. Its
continuance after Its military back was
really broken was due to the Ignorance
that Is not seldom associated with po-

litical isolation for many years. The
South could have waged the same kind
of warfare after Appomattox, but It was
too Intelligent to pay the ruinous price
lnwasted blood, treasure and embit-
tered sentiment.

, A GREAT FUEL FIELD.
The dreadful explosion by which more

than 150 miners lost their lives In the
Crow's Nest coal mines of British Co-

lumbia calls attention afresh to one of
the most Important fuel fields In Amer-
ica. Geological surveys have ascer-
tained that there are 550,000 acres of
coal land in the Crow's Nest country,
and the president of the Crow's Nest
Pass Coal Company In his last annual
report estimated that that area would
yield 20,000,000,000 tons of coal. With
an output of 10,000 tons a day, this
would last more than 6000 years. The
present capacity of the mines 13 only
about 500,000 tons of coal a year, with
ovens that produce 1000 tons of coke
dally. The output of both could easily
be Increased, but the British Columbian
demand Is not greater and the market
on this side the border Is relied upon
to warrant further development

But the United States market cannot
be reached without adequate transpor-
tation facilities. President Hill, of the
Great Northern Railroad, has for sev
eral years been with thaJ
coal company to provide this transpor-
tation, and the road that will bring
Crow's Nest coal Into this country Is
now well advanced toward completion.
'There is a prospective demand, pro-

vided we obtain access to-- the United
States market, of 4500 tons of 'coal a
day within a year," said President Cox,
In his report "In two years we expect
to increase our coal output to 6000 tons
dally." . The coal Is of excellent quality
and the railroads on this side the bound-
ary will be large consumers of it A
tariff of 67 cents a ton must be paid by
Crow's Nest coal before It can get into
our market But it will pay this duty
and then compete successfully with
anything yet mined in our Pacific
Northwest

Memorial Sunday was very generally
observed in the churches throughout
this city and state with patriotic music
and sermons. As the years have passed
partisan and sectional bitterness has
been eliminated from, these exercises.

The tale of Andersonville and of Llbby
has been, confided to history, and the
volume has been closed and clasped.
The Impassioned arraignment of the In-

stitution of slaveryls no longer heard,
as that too. is lead beyond resurrec-
tion, and Its record, to all Intents and
purposes, is closed. Patriotism remains,
and, to the extent that the society of
the Grand Army of the Republic repre-
sents it, that organization is honored
and exalted upon Memorial Sunday and
Decoration day. We have come also to
see that patriotism may have worn the
gray as well as the blue, and that the
quality of American courage Is not Indi-
cated by sectional lines. All of this
and much more, as filtered through the
years, has come to us, softening the as-

perities of war and tempering personal
bereavement, while in the long interval
a generation has grown up that thinks
of other things and regards the Civil
War as an incident of history made Im-

mortal by the sacrifices of the Nation i

and by a heroism that was not confined J

to section or to sex. The tender hom-
age due to the heroic, dead is rendered
during the closing days of each succes-
sive May the country graveyard shar-
ing with the city cemetery the gifts
of flowers, while the tombs of soldiers,
wherever they "are found, divide with
the mausoleum on the Hudson and the
honored graves at Arlington the gra-
cious tributes of memory.

The furies of fire and convulsion are
still hotly pursuing the terrified Inhabi-
tants of Martinique and St Vincent
It seems useless to tr to aid these
people if they are compelled to remain
upon these islands. A wholesale Immi-
gration and colonization scheme, car-
ried out with due regard to suitable
climatic conditions, would be a boon to
them, since Nature has Issued, and
placed tremendous emphasis thereon,
an edict of banishment from those vol-
canic islands. Some time in the forma-
tive history of the earth they have been
projected bodily from the bosom of the
sea by the same force that now seems
determined to reclaim them. Quiet may
be restored in this turbulent portion of
Nature's kingdom, but It must be gen-
erations before vegetation again tri-
umphs over volcanic ruin there. In the
meantime the world is wide and It
would be well to assist these people to
reach some place where they can dwell
in relative security from volcanic dis-

turbances. The experiences of the past
month should render homesickness in
any other land Impossible, and as this
lsythe greatest barrier to contentment
among immigrants, they should, If their
location were properly chosen, or If al-

lowed to choose for themselves, become
happy and contented dwellers In other
lands. Their present plight is indeed
pitiful, and relief to be permanent must
be of the self-helpf- ul order.

The coal mine disaster at Fernle, B.
C, like Its many predecessors, is best
described by the words "a mine horror."
There is nothing new in the recital, even
the names of the victims being similar
to those that have made up the grim
and blackened death lists In such in-

stances during the entire history of coal
mining, in this country at least
Names that suggest the hardy Norse-
man, the Industrious, plodding Hun-
garians, the energetic Finns and
Swedes--fro- m these lists, and . the
women and children who. break forth in
dismal waillngs as the detonation of
the explosion-In- ; a coal mine carries
misery and Heartbreak to the miners'
homes, voice their woe in the tongue of
the far-aw- fatherland. Pity Is freely
accorded to the tollers in the deeps of
the earth who have there met their fate
and returned no sign of terror or of
agony to the free air above, and "sympa-
thy, sentimental and practical, Is be-

stowed upon their dependent ones. In
this, too, the history of coal mine dis-

aster repeats .Itself, and In so doing
adds another chapter to the great book
in which the records of humanity's good
deeds are Inscribed.

There are many indications that Gov-
ernor Geer and his Intimate friends In
Marlon County and other parts of the
state are doing the utmost that can be
done, without positively open and
avowed effort, to defeat Furnish and
to elect Chamberlain. It Is a point that
Republicans throughout the state will
make a note of and act upon, now and
hereafter. That Senator Simon and
those In his confidence or under his In-

fluence are doing the same is even more
open and notorious. Simon's gang here,
headed by D. Sells Cohen, Is working
everything, within the range of their
power in that direction. It Is evident
that Mr. Simon and Mr. Geer supposed
they owned the Republican party; and
now they are pursuing their methods .of
revenge. Yet Mr. Geer's name will be
on the Republican ticket for United
States Senator. But In his character of
a party-wreck- er how many votes ought
he to get?

The public may well be grateful for
the prompt apprehension, trial and con-

viction of the man who attempted to
wreck a special train oh the Southern
Pacific near Roseburg recently A crim-
inal whose murderous purpose Includes
an unknown number of persons, with
not one of whom, perhaps, he is ac-

quainted, merely to gratify a malevo-
lent desire to kill, Is a foe to human
life so deadly and so unscrupulous as to
merit prompt and severe punishment
by the civil authorities. It may well
be regarded as a public calamity when
one of these conscienceless miscreants
goes unwhipt of justice. The criminal
in this instance was sentenced to three
years' imprisonment in the penitentiary

a punishment niuch too lenient for his
base intent, but supposed to be ade-
quate, since by the vigilance of . the
track watchmen his purpose was foiled.

In politics, as in other affairs, there
is no trouble with ORen opponents.
They are always respected. It Is the
stealthy vengeance of the man who Is
trying to "get even" the renegado and
party-wreck- er that is detestable. The
Democratic party Is putting up as
strong a fight as It can. But this is not
the leading feature of the opposition.
The leacling' feature is the meanness of
the party-wreck- working stealthily
for personal revenge.

A letter on tho old Greenback mine,
in Josephine County, now to be called
the Victor, Junior, appears in another
column of today's paper. The property
is one whose achievement sets at rest
all doubts as to the permanence and
profit of gold mining In Southern Ore-
gon.

We 'shall see how many men there are
In Oregon who have professed to be Re-
publicans, yet wlio care less for the
policy and purposes of the party than
they do for petty office and their pri-
vate revenges.

J. J. HILL AND THE VOLCANOES.

New York Times.
That lion-heart- champion of the

Isthmian Canal. James J. Hill, has not
too soon or too loudly raised the voice
of warning against the folly of building
a waterway subject to destruction by the
terrific volcanoes that stud the Nicaragua
route. "Every one who has made any
scientific Investigation of the subject"
says Mr. Hill, "knows that Nlcaraguals
one of the most volcanic regions on earth,
and that earthquake disturbances await
any great public works that can be erect-
ed there. But what does your average
Congressman care about that? You may
lay before him the history of all the 40

or more volcanoes of Central America,
with a century record of earthquakes
brought down to the last 60 days, and
your Congressman who Is talking 'isth
mian canal in glowing rhetoric wm ig-

nore the scientific facts completely and
vote to spend $100,000,000 or J200.OCO.000 of
the people's money right in the midst of
the eruptions." And further:

Nicaragua Is a dangerous and unfit place for
any great works of a public character, and.
most of all. for a vast canal system oullt of
concrete ana maaenrj io unu jr

or volcanic disturbance would be fatal.
It is a nasty, crooked route, anyway, curving
and dodging about among the volcanic peaks.
It Is not a safe place to put any big vessel.

President of the Great Northern Railroad
Company.

This is the voice of sincere solicitude,
the heartfelt earnest appeal of a man
known the world over as the great bul-

wark of our canal policy. "If I could
love that canal as James Hill loves it."
said Senator John T. Morgan, "If I could
serve the undertaking as he has served It
by his zeal and his wealth, commemora-
tive monuments bearing my name would
rise thicker than Carnegie libraries all
over the State of Alabama."

When the cloud-piercin- g volcanoes of
the Nicaragua route are sketched for us
by the hand of some promoter of the
American syndicate that has acquired an
interest In the Panama Canal wnicn. it is
anxious to part with for cash to the
United States Government, we perceive
the motive of sordid calculation. When
persons notoriously hostile to any canal
draw up the awful catalogue of the erup-
tions', quaklngs, cataclysms and catastro-
phes that have shaken and torn Nicaragua
and Coata Rice since the dawn of his-
tory. In contrast with the lovely peace and
tranquillity of the Panama region, the fa-

miliar policy of employing the remote
project to kill oft the one that is near and
imminent is again revealed. But Jamea
J. Hill speaks with the perfect disinter-
estedness of these railroad connections:

President of the Northern Securities Com-

pany .
Director of-- the Chicago, Burlington & Quln-c- y

Railroad Company.
Director of the St. Paul, Minneapolis & Man-

itoba .Railway Company.
Director of the Mason City & Fort Dodga

Railroad Company.
Director of the. Erie Railroad Company.
No man In the country, not Senator

Hanna himself, has so many reasons for
viewing with alarm the proposal to build
a canal under the belching craters of
Cosegulna and Ometepe.

What a contrast between these sober and
words of Mr. James J. Hill,

as eminent for his scientific knowledge of
the "habits of volcanoes, as he is for his
unselfish devotion to the cause of the
Intcroceanic canal, what a contrast, we
say, between his warning utterance and
the light-mind- and frivolous observa-
tions of the Isthmian Canal Commission.
This commission was made up of Rear-Admir- al

J. G. Walker, Samuel Pasco. Al
fred Noble, Colonel Peter; C. Hains, 01 tne
United States Engineer Corps, William
H. Burr, Lieutenant-Colon- el O. H. Ernst,
of the Engineer Corps, Louis M. Haupt,
and Emory R. Johnston. Most of these
persons have frittered away their time'and abilities in the study and practice
of engineering. Not one- - of them owns a
railroad, and there is none ofthem can be
a qualified judge of volcanoes and earth-
quakes. In its report the commission

Lshows that from the period of the Span
ish conquest down to the present time I

there have been 14 earthquakes on the
Nicaragua route and 28 on the Panama
route. We quote some of the absurd and
reckless expressions of the commission
upon the earthquake risk in the region
traversed by the Nicaragua Canal as surr
veyed:

It Is possible, and even probable, that the
more accurately fitting portions of tho canal,
such as .the lock gates, may at times be dis
torted by earthquakes, and some Inconvenience
may result therefrom. That contingency may
be classed with the accidental collisions of
ahlps with the gates, and Is to be provided
for lp the same way but duplicate gates. . It
Is possible also that a fissure might open which
would drain the canal, and If It remained open
might destroy It This possibility should not
be erected by the fancy Into a threatening
danger. If a timorous Imagination Is to be the
guide no great work can be undertaken any-
where. This risk may be classed with that of
a great conflagration In a city, like that of
Chicago in 1S71 or Boston In 1872.

It Is the opinion of the commission that such
danger as exists from earthquakes Is essen-
tially the same .for both the Nicaragua and
Panama routes, and that in neither case Is It
sufficient to prevent the construction of the
canal.

The report says that "the doctrine that
volcanoes are safety valves which dlmln- -

Ish the violence of earthquakes in that
vicinity is accepted by such writers as
Baron von Humboldt, Sir Charles Lyell,
Charles d'Aublgny and J. Le Conte." In
his report to the Nicaragua Canal Com-
mission of 1893, Major C. E. Dutton, writ-
ing of the Nicaragua route, said: "My
opinion is that the risk of serious injury
by earthquakes to the construction pro-
posed for the Pacific section of the canal
is so small that It ought to be neglected;
also that the risks to the Atlantic sec-
tion are still smaller than those to the Pa-
cific section."

Strangely enough, the Isthmian Canal
Commission failed to report upon the
danger that the canal would some time
be overwhelmed by volcanic fires and
filled up solid full of lava. The mem-
bers of the commission went over the
route. They must have seen the hundreds
of volcanoes spouting forth molten mat-
ter, superheated steam, fire, and brim-
stone. Probably they did not know what
they were.

The Republic of COba.
Boston Transcntpt

How long the flag of Cuba will have a
place among the banners of the nations
of the earth depends upon events. There
was once a Republic of Texas. That, too,
had a flag and a civil government as well
as an army and navy. The Texan flag
was 3een in the ports of the United
States, but Texas was drawn by the law
of political gravitation to the United
States, and the lone star banner came
down, not In defeat but in annexation.
That flag was not without heroic associa-
tions. Brave deeds and deeds for human
progress had been done under Its folds.
There are still a few old men left In Texas
who once owed allegiance to it and in
their youth held commissions, civil or mil-
itary, signed by the President of Texas.
There was once a Hawaiian flag, but
American Influence became dominant in
Hawaii, and that flag, too, was supplanted
by the Stars and Stripes. Wherever
American Influence deeply touches the
interests or the sentiment of a people
commercially or geographically close to
us, there the American flag eventually
remains a3 the emblem of sovereignty.

The Tide Rises, the Tide Falls.
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.

The tide rises, the tide falls.
The twilight darkens, the curlew calls;
Along the sea-san- damp and brown
The traveler hastens toward the town.

And the tide rises, the tide falls.

Darkness settles on roofs and walls.
But the sea In the darkness calls and calls;
The little waves, with their soft, white hands.
Efface the footprints In the sands,

And tho tide rises, the tide falls.

The morning breaks; the steeds in their stalls
Stamp and neigh, as the hostler calls;
The day returns, but nevermore
Returns the traveler to the shore.

And tho tide rises, the tide falls.

DIRTY BUSINESS IN THE SENATE

Minneapolis Tribune.
The United States Senate is not nice

about the business It engages in, when
political capital or private profit Is to he
made. It has paddled in all kinds of muck
and mire, from milking the stock market
through inside knowledge of legislation to
trading special favors to rich corpora-
tions for campaign contributions. But we
do not remember that it has ever engaged
In dirtier business than this shameless be-
fouling of the American Army, in the
hope of making political capital before the
slanders it ec-t-s afloat can be contradicted.

The American Army is doing, at the
bidding of the American people, on the
initiative of this same Senate when it
ratified the treaty of peace, the most la-

borious and distasteful work ever put on
it It is doing the wdrk with the thor
oughness oC trained soldiers, and with
the humanity of American citizens. The
war has been prolonged and made more
costly of life by an excess of humanity,
by undue haste in substituting civil rule
and pretending that enemies are trusty
friends. There is ample evidence of this.
Every Senator knows It and the people
know It Yet Senators think they can
fool the people by treating the clumsy
Inventions and unclean Imaginings of
camp gossip as if they were worthy of
belief.

You can prove anything you like about
any army by scooping out of the social
mlre the dregs of It after they have been
discharged, and listening to the lies bred
of their disgust of discipline and hatred
of the officers who made them wash and
obey orders. Every disbanded army leaves
this slimy trail behind it These dozen
or so of unworthy soldiers, out of the
50.000 volunteers in the Philippines, have
been retailing their filth all the way across
the continent from San Francisco to
New England; but they never got a hear-
ing till the garbage feeders of the

League shipped them to the
garbage feeders of the Senate.

Take the story of this beast O'Brien,
the last disgrace of a name honorably
borne by soldiers In a dozen lands for as
many generations. Does any American
bellevo that American officers" violated
Spanish women, or disgraced themselves
In drunken orgies with Filipinos, or shot
down boys and old men without reasons,
or murdered prisoners In cold blood with
out cause? Does any one believe that ex-

plosive bullets were Issued by this Army
to the troopa. or that orders were given
to take no prisoners?

This precious witness has no names.
He does not know what officers did these
things. He does not know who issued the
bullets. e does not know who gave or-

ders to take no prisoners. He Is retail-
ing the dirty gossip of the guardhouse
contingent which every army knows. His
testimony would be thrown out of any

f
police court in the land. The Senate lis-

tens to it solemnly, clasps Its hands and
rolls up its fishy eyes and calls upon the
country to purify tho Army by voting the
Democratic ticket.

These foul slanders are heaped upon men
who are tolling and fighting and suffering
balf way around the world, unable to dis-
prove or contradict them without the
tedious process of a military trial. The
Senate calculates upon this. It knows the
stories it circulates are lies; but it be-

lieves they cannot be proved lies until
after Congressional elections In November.
But the Senate calculates without the
common sense of the American people.
There are lies that disprove themselves.
There are slanders that fall dead with the
utterance. The country knows the Amer-
ican Army pretty well, and it knows some-
thing about the United States Senate.
These stories will do no harm outside of
the committee-roo- Their only Injury
will be suffered by their fabricators and
circulators.

We might discriminate between the two
parties in the Senate; but the silence and
npathy of the Republicans do- - not Invite
this. They might have prevented this
campaign of slander. They might have
shut out testimony no court of law would
take. They might have been more prompt
and bold In meeting baseless charges, in
defending the honor of the Army they sent
to do its work. The Republicans are
playing politics, too. They are giving
the Democrats rope to hang themselves.
They know that these slanders will not be
believed, and that the reaction of wrath
and disgust will overwhelm their authors
In the Fall election. Perhaps this is good
politics, but it Is poor patriotism. To per-

mit the American Army to be befouled,
even temporarily, in order to gain seats
In Congress for either party, betrays a
lack of perception of relative values.

Lesslcr's Story About Choate.
Washington Post

Mr. Montague Lessler has still another
story on Ambassador Choate, which he de-

clares is a little newer' than the first as-

cribed to him.
"Once," said the agile and capable New

Yorker. "I was attorney for people with
Interests opposed to those of the Stand-
ard Oil Company. There was a prelimi
nary examination of some of the mag-
nates of that company, including Mr.
Rockefeller. Finally some of Mr. Choate's
clients were drawn into tho controversy,
and they refused to answer the questions
I put to them. The tangle became very
Intense, and It was necessary to have a
long argument before the Judge. At that
time Mr. Choate himself was in New Jer-
sey arguing a tobacco trust case, and we
had to postpone our case for over a week.
Oh, my! How I studied and fortified my-

self for the argument against the( great
Choate! Certainly you can imagine how
I worked.

"Well, the day arrived. Mr. Choate
came. They pulled him off in one corner
of the room and poured a lot of talk in his
ear. Then I 'spoke for about an hour and
a half, making the effort of my life, and
Mr. Choate followed for about an hour.

"The following evening Mr. Choate was
to deliver an address before "the College
of the City of New York, where I was
educated. I attended. Mr. Choate sitting
down was quite as tall os I was standing.

'How are you, Montague,' said he,
putting his arm around me affectionately.
Please tell me what all that fus3 was
about which wo argued yesterday.' "

A Remarkable Rejuvenation.
St Paul Dispatch.

There Is greater virility either In the
Interstate Commerce Commission or In
the Interstate commerce law than the
public has suspected for several years.
The commission recently brought the rail-
roads of the West to terms In the matter
of granting rebates. Now they have
brought the railroads from Chicago to
Missouri River points to terms in the
matter of freight on livestock and dressed
meats. The companies admit that they
have had a differential that discriminated
agalnrt livestock, but promise to put each
upon a common footing. We have a
suspicion, however, that the virility of
both law and commission is due to a very
virile President

Mr. Chamberlain's Hnmdr.
St Louis Globe-Democr-

In a humorous strain Mr. Chamberlain
remarks that "some people seem to think
that some day the British Empire will be
included in the North American trust"
Before anything of that kind could happen
there would have to be a showing of as-
sets and liabilities. South Africa, for
Instance, looks a pood deal like a Mis-

souri certificate of indebtedness.

Days.
Ralph Waldo Emerson.

Daughters of Time, the bypoerltlc Days.
Muffled and dumb like barefoot dervishes,
And marching single in an endless file.
Bring diadems and fagots In their hands.
To each they offer gifts after his will.
Bread, kingdoms, stars, and sky that holds

them all.
I. In my pleached garden, watched the pomp.
Forgot my morning wishes, hastily
Took & few herbs and apples, and the Day
Turned and departed silent I, too late,
Under her solemn fillet saw the scorn.

NOTE AND COMMENT.

Is It?
Now look for high-wat- er rumors.

It is even too hot to talk politics.

May Is going out like an active volcano.

But It will not b'e advisable to lend your
umbrella just yet

Mount Pelee seems to have gone Into the
continuous performance business.

This Idea of Importing a climate from
California ought to be exploded.

, The Summer hotel-keep- er begins to see
fresh visions of piles of gleaming gold.

The war In the Transvaal continues to
survive the most long-live- d rumors of
peace.

After this we shall require thirty daj-- 3

notice of the weather man before he
Eprlngs a Summer on us.

Denver has a sympathetic strike and a
visit from E. H. Harrrlman. But Portland
had both these things first.

President Roosevelt will not call a spe-
cial session of Congress. He seems to
know when the country Is well off.

The man who rooks the boat is but
A poor and witless fool;

Your real bloodthirsty knave Is he
Who calmly says "Keep cool!"

Mount Hood docs not smoke. Its absti-
nence In this respect should commend It
both to Intending settlors In Oregon and to
the Y. M. C. A.

There's not much doing 'round the town.
But patiently we wait

To see the glorious advent of
The sweet girl graduate.

Some politicians never are satisfied with
a term no matter how long. They regret
that they were not born in office.

The Spanish cabinet Is beginning to re-

sign. Needles and pins, needles and pins;
"hen a man's crowned his troubles be
gins.

The Kansas farmers have formed a flour
trust. This is a far cry from Populism,
but prosperity moves in a mysterious way
its wonders to perform.

A distinguished gentleman from New
York. Hon. C. E. S. Wood, has kindly
consented to come all the way out to
Oregon to tell the Democrats how to con-

duct their campaign.

Thirty years ago General Palma, now
President of Cuba, hastily burled his moth-
er, a victim of Spanish cruelty, in an ob-

scure centetory In Bayamo, with a wooden
cross to mark the spot. Recently, with
all tokens of respect and love, he and his
friends disinterred the remains, placed
them In a stately tomb bearing a tablet
with this Inscription. "Candelarla Palmt,
whose beloved som, Tomas, has returned
after thirty years and given her a Chris-
tian burial."

"Dyspepsia would no longer be the na-

tional disease In America if the peor-l-

of this country would adopt a plain diet
similar to that of Norway and Sweden.,
Gout is unknown among the Swedes and
Norwegians, and the rosy cheeks and clear
complexions of the young people of those
countries are the result of the simple food
the children eat," Victor E. Nelson, United
State Consul at Bergen, Norway, says.
Mr. Nelson Is now at home on a short
leave of absence. "Hot rolls and white
bread are rarely seen in Sweden. Knack-brod- e

or hard bread Is the standard ar-

ticle of food. It Is made of ground oat3
and rye. There Is no yeast In the bread,
and It Is rolled Into thin wafers, which
are baked and hung up where they nlll
keep perfectly do. Swedes eat this breal
and drink milk for two meals a day, and
have one meal at which they eat meat anl
potatoes. Sweets are almost unknown.
Children are allowed to eat candy only
on state occasions."

A young man who Is anxious to become
a sketch artist was met lounging around
the alleys In a department store yester-
day. When asked why he was loafing
there he said he was studying expression.
He Gald tho changes of expression on tho
countenances of some of the people ho
saw shopping there were very Interesting
to him, from an artistic standpoint Take,
for example, a woman and her husband.
whom she had brought along with her on
a shopping tour. When they came In
there would be no particular expression
on the countenance of either, but as they
began looking over goods, expression be-

gan to come out and broaden and Inten-
sify in different directions, till after a
while the woman would wear a beatific
expression, which Irradiated and glori-
fied every feature, while the husband's
expression would grow darker and more
gloomy the longer they stayed, and finally
were as diverse as if one was in heaven
and the other in another place. The
artist had a number of rapid sketches
which illustrated his theory very well.

SImllln Slmlllbus.
Baltimore American.

School children In New Jersey will bo
taught how to assist In the extermination
of the mosquito. Perhaps, on the prin-
ciple of setting one of the most destructive
forces known to nature to combat an-
other destructive force.

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

No captain of Industry ever watered stock
without Intending to soak somebody. Chicago
Record-Heral-

A Sheffield bootmaker displays this notico In
his window: "Don't you wish you were in my
shoes?" Tlt-Brt- s.

Take Example. Customer (at a restaurant)
Can I see the proprietor? Waiter Very sorry,
sir, but he's Just stepped out to lunch. Judge.

Vindictive. Mae She said she would never
forgive him. Ethel But she afterward married
htm. Mae--Th- merely 3hows that she meant
what she said. Brooklyn Life.

His Consent Gained. "I want your daugh-
ter." said the young man. aggressively. The
old man was shrewd. "Have you got her?"
he asked. "I have." "Then take her." Chi-
cago Evening Post.

"Bluffer says he never comes here to lunch
because he doesn't care for a table d'hote
luncheon." "No; his preference is a la carte
the lunch-ca- rt up the alley." Philadelphia
Record.

Teacher The majority of great men usually
suffer with some terrible difficulty. For In-

stance, Milton, the poet, was blind. Try to
remember that. Now. Tommy, what was Mil-

ton's misfortune? Tommy He was a poet.
Detroit Free Press.

Tough Proposition. Farmer's Wife I thought
you said ou were hungry? Weary "Willie
Dat's wot I sed, ma'am. Farmer's Wife Then
why don't you eat that piece of steak I gava
you? ."Weary Willie Dat's all right, ma'am.
I didn't ask fer work. Chicago Daily News.

Spoke tho Coquette. "Miss Birdie." stam-
mered the young- - man. "I I feel that I can no
longer disguise the sentiments that I you
must have, noticed my preference for your so-

ciety and have I said too much. Miss
I Birdie?" "Not yet, Mr. Bashful," replied

Miss Flyppe, encouragingly. Chicago Tribune,
Might as Well. Katie Mis' Lummls, ma

wants t' know 't you can let her have a cup
0" sugar, two eggs,- - n' a few raisins, 'n' some
Qour. Oh, yc3l n" a little butter. Mrs. Lum-
mls Well, I neverl Katie Potter, you go homo
n' tell your mother I said If she'd wait till

I had time" t make it, she could come over 'a
take the cake. Philadelphia Bulletin.


