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IT IS "SCUTTLE."
Perhaps no one ought to take Br'er

Hofcr, of the Salem Capital Journal,
seriously. He Is loose In his statements;
he is very erratic; he doesn't draw on
authentic sources of information, but
consults the vagaries of his own dreamy
consciousness as when he says that
"The Oregonian fought the ship subsidy
for years, but now praises Mitchell for
voting for It"; and much more stuff
equally unfounded and absurd.

But here Is another story. Br'er Ho-f- er

says "The Oregonian misrepresents
the Democrats of Oregon when It says
tha their platform on the Philippines
represents a policy of 'scuttle.' " It Is
evident Br'er Hofer doesn't know what
"scuttle," In the political language of
the day, means. It simply means that
we are to tell the Filipinos they are
to be Independent, that we are to aban-
don our claim to the sovereignty of the
'slands, put our people on shipboard and
pail away. Now what does the plat-
form of the Democrats of Oregon pro-
pose and demand? Scuttle.

"We believe that the true policy Is to
prepare the people of those Islands for

as speedily as possible,
and when so prepared, to grant them
Independence." Agulnaldo'and our antls
say they are prepared for

now. But time Is a matter of
little consequence, since, in the lan-
guage of the platform, we are "to grant
them independence."

There is, however, an attempt to re-
lieve this by the statement that we are
to "retain such coaling stations and
ports as may be necessary to protect
those islands from foreign interference,
and to maintain our trade relations in
the Orient." "This is contradictory.
There is one important port in the Phil-
ippinesManila. Are we to keep that?
Nothing less would meet the wants of
our commerce in the Orient. But If we
keep Manila we virtually keep every-
thing. Again, If we are to protect the
islands from foreign Interference, it
would be necessary to control them so
they would not get us. Into broils with
foreign powers. A protectorate would'
be incompatible with their Independ-
ence. Yet If we are to. have responsi-
bility we must have power,

This last part of the resolution Is the
eilly clause. It is impossible. But the
demand that we "grant them their In-
dependence" is possible though l

not do it. It would be scuttle.
The United States will not abandon the
Philippine Islands. Nor will the people
of the United States trust these Im-
portant affairs to a party that proposes
suchv a policy, or the embarrassing,
tortuous and Impossible alternative of-
fered In the latter clause of the scuttle
resolution.

THE DEMO-SIMO- N MACHINE.
The Simon junta consisting of five

or six persons, will now very shortly
hand out the list of candidates that
falls to the lot of these evangels and
devotees of "good government" The
Democratic party Is expected to take
up these remnants of the defunct Simon
ring, to make them Its own, to attach
Itself as a body to-th- head; in a wprd,
to the Democratic party
through the Simon faction, with the
Simon Inner clique as ite guide. That
may "work"; and again it may riot

"With what natural persistence this
little close corporation, known as the
Simon machine, sticks to its habitual
methods! Its "caucus," its inner ring,
consisting of not more than five or. six
persons, is now to hand out one-ha- lf

the nominations to the. Democrats, just
as 'in former years it handed all of
them out to the Republicans. It was
this method of handing out the nomina-
tions to the Republicans that culmi-
nated finally In, the disastrous defeat
of two years ago.

No sooner was the Simon ring beaten
In the Republican primaries than the
Inner circle of the machine managers
resolved Itself Into a body for assist-
ance and direction of the Democratic
party. Accustomed to dictate to the
Republican party, this juntano sooner
than dethroned by the Republican pri-
mary, transferred Itself bodily to a
Democratic alliance, and through the
mere audacity of habit assumed lead-
ership therein. Since this Inner ring
had long been accustomed to dictate
to. the Republican party, why shouldn't
It now .'dictate to the Democratic?

It published a manifesto in which' it
exclaimed against the caucus and ma-
chine methods of the Republican con-

vention. A caucus consisting of a large

majority of that entire convention, waB,
as It seems, a ring1 and a machine; but
a cauoiis consisting of Cohen, Pipes,
Bernstein, Ross and Mackay, all

"a caucus which hands out
nominations to a Democratic conven-
tion, to serve as a contingent force on
a ed citizens' ticket, is not a ring
or a machine, but a disinterested and
highly patriotic agency of "good gov-- (.

ernment."
One more thing having disposed of

Mr. Simon the people of Portland are
determined to do; and that Is to shake
thto'Junta out of control of their local
government. "Walt and watch, to see
thia prediction fulfilled.

SLANDERING A NATION.

Strange Indeed must be the mental
constitution of those wh6 rush eagerly
to take for granted that every asper-
sion upon the American name in the
Philippines Is true. The assertions of
Secretary Root, Governor Taft, General
Funstcn, General Chaffee and" General
Bell are whistled down the wind as un
worthy of attention, while unsupported
accusations 'Of men like Gardener, ad-

mittedly prejudiced and 'visionary, are
accepted as gospel truth before a scin-
tilla of testimony has been offered one
way or the other from which Judgment
may be formed.

The trouble here is not so much fee-
bleness of" Intellect as It Is shallowness
of soul. Wkh these touch-and-g- o ma
llgners of the' American character, the
wish Is father to the thought The
spirit behind the disposition is one of
disloyalty. It instinctively rejoices, at
American defeat and glories in Filipino
victories. Stories of Filipino barbarities
are ignored, stories of American bar-
barities are welcomed and exploited be-

fore opportunity has been had to test
their truth. Nothing could give these

Americans greater joy
than to be able to establish damaging
things concerning the conduct of our
troops in Luzon. Nothing bould so
dispirit and dismay them as evidence
that our men had acted with "credit to
the American name.

It needs no prophet to foresee that
their hopes are doomed to fail. The
American soldier Is not a strange an,d
unknown thing to the people of the
United States. They know him to be a
man of like nature as the rest of us, no
more b"ase or cruel, and formed withal
by training and high tradition1 to uphold
the honor of the United States with
dignity and self-contr- Private sol-

diers may give way to fits of passion
and revenge, goaded to them by the
unspeakable atrocities to which they
and their fellows have been subjected.
But it Is Inconceivable to any one know-
ing the men that an American officer
of rank and responsibility, should give
orders for wholesale murder, arson, tor-
ture or pillage. It Is Indefensible slan-
der to assert the contrary.

The American character Is "not to be
befouled either by the Isolated actB of a
few half-craz- ed soldiers in the deadly
swamps and among the murderous sav-
ages of Luzon nor by the malevolent
aspersions of copperhead snakes at
home. Crime will be punished, inLu-zo- n

or in Massachusetta Offenders
whose acts are proved will be brought
to book. The efforts" of the antls, If they
could succeed, would only serve to
prove that inhumanity and Injustice are
the dominant traits In the American
character. It Is an ambition as vain
as It is damnable. Criticism that prides
Itself on fairness and independence
never lent itself to baser purposes.

HIS JUST DESERTS.
The details of the story how General

Miles in 1880, through his powerful
friends John Sherman, then Secretary
of the Treasury, and Don Cameron,
then Senator from Pennsylvania ob-

tained his promotion, are exceedingly
discreditable to that officer. Miles and
Don Cameron had married sisters,
nieces of John Sherman. Miles first
asked to be appointed Chief Signal Of-

ficer, but that had been promised to
General Hazen, an Ohio veteran of great
political Influence. Then Miles suggest-
ed that under the law the President
could retire Brigadier-Gener- al Ord,
that officer having reached the age of
62 years. General Ord was a graduate
of' West Point In 1839; had served with
very great distinction in the Mexican
Warand so distinguished himself under
Grant' in the Iuka and Corinth cam-
paign, In which he was wounded, and
at Vlcksburg, that when Grant wanted
a man to replace General W. F. Smith
In the Army of the Jame's in July, 1864,

he selected General Ord; and when But-

ler was relieved from command of the
Army of the James, Ord was made its
commander and. commanded it In the
pursuit after Lee.

Ord was always a fighting man. He
was severely wounded In August, 1864,
leading his command into action. The
correspondence of Grant and Sherman
shows that they both deemed Ord an,
exceptionally able and gallant soldier.
The high esteem In which Ord was
held Is shown by the fact that he was
among the first officers to be made a
Brigadier-Gener- al In the regular Army
after the close of the war. The first
vacancy went to General Terry for his
capture of Fort Fisher, and the next to
General Ord. General Ord was still an
able and energetic officer, with nearly
two years to serve before he reached
the age limit, when President Hayes
was reluctantly persuaded to place him
on the retired list to make room for
General Miles. The "Washington corre-
spondent of the New York Sun recites
the following facts which make General
Miles' acrlon seem notably repulsive:

General Ord begged his old friend. General
Sherman, to have the retirement order held up
so that be might become a Major-Gener- al on
the retirement of General McDowell, and then
retire with that rank. McDowell was Just three
days older than Ord, and If matters had been
permitted to take the ordinary course, each
officer retiring at C4 years, and the senior
Brigadier being promoted according to the
principle which General Miles advocates In his
opposition to the general staff bill, Ord would
have succeeded McDowell.

But General Miles was in such a
hurry "for his promotion that he re-

fused any consideration for a splendid
old veteran who had fought In three
wars and was a Brigadier-Gener- al of
Volunteers before Miles had Joined the
Union Army. General Sherman was
obliged to telegraph General Ord that
nothing could be done, as Miles' name
had been sent to the Senate and could
not be withdrawn. The shame of this
matter belongs largely to President
Hayes, who knew perfectly well that
this power of the President arbitrarily
to retire un officer at 62 was only In-

tended to be exercised for the public
welfare when the veteran by his habits
or ills premature senility had become
a burden upon the active Army list
and was never intended to be Invoked
to create a vacancy prematurely for
officers backed by political pull. Presi-
dent Hayes acted badly In thia matter,
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as dd President Harrison in the prema-
ture retirement of a very gallant and
able officer. General Carr.

Nevertheless, the chief shame In this
matter attaches Itself to General Miles
for using his political pull to retire
prematurely General Ord and rob a
splendid old veteran of his gallantly
earned Major-Generalshi-p. If General

.Miles Is prematurely retired he can only
blame himself, for he has forced It by
his obstructlveness. When General Ord
was' retired In December, 1880, nearly
two years before the age limit he was
In active command of the Department
of Texas, and was a remarkably sturdy,

ed soldier. After his re
tlrement when constructing engineer of
a Mexican railroad, he visited Havana
with his daughter on a pleasure trip,
and died there in 1883 of yellow fever.
He was a man of Southern birth and
blood, who stood by the flag against the
strong appeal of section.

"WHY THEY HESITATE.
The course of the Democratic party

In this county and city In organizing
Itself year after year into an Instru-
ment of factional Republicans Is not
only destructive of all vitality and self-respe- ct

In the party Itself, but Is con-
trary to public policy and to the best
Interests of the community. A political
organization aiming at the establish-
ment of certain principles before the
people Is legitimate and creditable. But
for a party ostensibly concerned for
certain political results to devote Its
energies to the attainment of revenge
on the part of first one and then another
element of the Republicans is ofall
things the most "demoralizing and disin-
tegrating. Democratic victories could
be won here as they are in California
if the party would maintain some digni-
fied and .consistent position. But the
present policy Is rapidly reducing the
party here to the hopeless position It oc-

cupies In Pennsylvania, where the Dem-
ocratic leaders have suffered them-
selves to be maintained as a. Republican
sideshow, taking orders from Republi-
can machines.

As we have said, the party not only
injures Itself, but Injures the commu-
nity. It becomes recreant to a certain
obligation it Is under, to maintain a con-

sistent opposition to Republican men
and measures, so that the choice 19 al
ways open to the Independent voter of
Indorsing or disapproving Republican
policies. This high ground, upon which
parties can only be justified, is aban-
doned In favor of a miserable time-servi-

policy that sets petty politics up
above high politics. It Is desirable and
almost necessary that opposing parties
exist for the assertion of certain policies
or principles of government, so that
administration of the government na-
tional and local, may proceed upon the
lines approved by the popular verdict
It Is bad for the general welfare that
our local Democrats Insistently Ignore
this course of action, and direct heir
efforts to please factional Republicans
who are seeking office and whose de-

pendence Is on Democratic votes.
The Democratic party In this city and

county has been terrorized for a num-
ber of years by 'a gang of freebooters
who have lined rank and fije up every
election in aid of one or nnother ele-

ment In the Republican party. The re-

sult Is that many Dem-
ocrats have left the party for good and
all, while others who still remain are
humiliated. It Is not strange that men
of character and intelligence hesitate
about accepting places on a ticket
Whose part In this election is that of
tail to the Simon kite.

THE LABOR VOTE.
There are many signs throughout the

country that the laboryote, through lt9
Increased Intelligence, Its higher Inde-
pendence and its better organization. Is
a rapidly growing1 power In politics.
The new Mayor of San Francisco is a
labor leader. In 1901 Bridgeport, Conn.,
a city of over 70,000 Inhabitants, elected
a labor Mayor, and Ansonla, Conn , a
city of over 12,000, elected a labor
mayor, and last week Hartford, Conn.,
a city of 80,000 people, elected a labor
Mayor. The Mayor of Bridgeport owed
his election to the public confidence felt
in his honesty and his good sense. The
Mayor of Ansonla owed his election to
popular sympathy aroused in his behalf
by his unjust treatment at the hands
of the authorities during the strike.
Mayor Sullivan's election In Hartford
was due to the fact that as president
of the State Federation of Labor he
conducted to a successful end the strike
for an eight-ho- ur day In Hartford last
May. The orderly conduct of the work-
ingmen during this strike was due to
the advice and Influence of Mr. Sulli-
van. His moderation of spirit and op-

position to extreme measures have been
rewarded by his election to the Mayor-
alty of a large, wealthy and 'highly
Intelligent city. The Mayor of Bridge-
port is a stoker; the Mayor of Ansonla
is a carpenter;, the Mayor of Hartford
Is a clothing clerk, who believes In the
principle of municipal ownership of pub
lic utilities. These recent successes of
laboring men in Connecticut politics
bare started. a movement for the for-
mation of a new political party to be
composed of all kinds of workingmen.
It Is to be known as the Economic
League of Connecticut It Is not pro-
posed to make it a union labor party,
although it expects the hearty

of the labor unions throughout the
state, but seeks to Include In its ranks
every citizen of Connecticut who works
for a living. The'projectors of this Eco-
nomic League believe that the working- -
men of Connecticut can be united Into
a. political party strong enough to con-

trol state politics.
There are other signs of deeper sig-

nificance which show that the voice of
labor Is' neither still nor small .in the
land. The growing disposition of the
courts to favor labor so long as it does
not by violence put Itself outside of the
law recalls Mr. Dooley's Incisive sar-
casm that he had always observed that
"the decisions of the Supreme Court
closely followed the election returns."
Judge Gaynor, In Brooklyn, N. Y., the
other day refused, an application for an
Injunction restraining the striking em-

ployes of a firm of bookbinders from in-

terfering with the. nonunion men who
had replaced union men, 'on the ground
that no actual violence had been com-
mitted; that the employers had brought
on needless trouble because of their
needlessly posting a notice that they
would not recognize the bookbinders'
union; that no violence had been done
to person or property; that for The
courts to Interfere except in a case of
obvious necessity was an abuse of
power. Judge Sherwood, of the Su-
preme Court of Missouri, last month
re'fused an application for Injunction
prohibiting the- - officers of the local
Knights of Labor from enforcing a boy-
cott against a clothing company. The
Knights of Labor committee Issued a

circular calling upon the people not to I

purchase goods frm the clothing com-
pany. Judge Sherwood, in denying, an
appeal for Injunction, said that the de-

fendants cannot be enjoined by a court
of equity from enforcing those rights
of free speech and free publication
guaranteed them by the constitution of
Missouri. The Oregonian recently cited
the Important decision of the New York
Court of Appeals that workmen may
threaten to do that which is egal to do,
and have the right to say they will not
work with certain men.

All these facts bdow that the labor Tote
asapower in politics Is slowly but stead-
ily growing In Influence. Men of educat-
ed brains, intelligence and humanity
long ago ceased to treat the labor move-
ment with contempt, for they saw that
while It was a purblind giant at birth,
Its sight would become clearer with
every year of Its life and experience, that
when it reached full sight the giant
would know what he wanted and get it
In every country In the civilized world
there Is an Irresistible economic trend
of the laboring classes toward better so-

cial conditions. ' It is possible under a
government like that of Belgium for
an oligarchy to repress it, but It is not
possible- - under our form of government,
because equal suffrage prevalla The
Belgian worklngman cannot enforce his
rights, so he demands universal suf-
frage, but our workingmen Jsave the
ballot and with It can resent their
wrongs and enfprce their rights;

A determined effort Is being made to
rehabilitate-- the "old "post exchange,"
which was succeeded by the army can-
teen a few years ago. The pest ex-
change is the old canteen, with the sale
of beer eliminated. In support of this
scheme the Quartermaster-Gener- al of
the Army has asked for an appropria-
tion of $1,000,000, which amount will be
required for the construction and main-
tenance of suitable buildings at mili-
tary posts to be occupied and conducted
as exchange stores, schools, libraries,
reading', lunch and amusement-room- s,

gymnasiums, etc., the money to be ex-
pended under direction of the Secretary
of War. The Commissary-Gener- al asks
for $675,000 additional for the same gen-
eral purpose. The plan Is strongly in-

dorsed by Army officers of experience,
among whom are General Q. JO. Howard
and General Joseph Wheeler. Upon one
point all agree. The soldiers stationed
at military posts must have some
means of amusement and recreation
during their Idle houra If such means
are not provided' within the post, they
will seek them outside, to the s"cnndal
and detriment of the service, 'it Is Just
as well to admit this, and proceed on
the basis of the fact to provide, whether
through the canteen or the post ex-

change, a place of resort within the
limits of the Army poBt that will cater
to the social Instinct which belongs to
soldiers In common with other men.

Sheep shearings is in progress in the
great range states, the wool clip being
heavy and the aggregate bulk enor-
mous. Fleeces are taken from sheep
by machines, an average operator shear
ing from 80 to 125 sheep a day. The
great proficiency attained by some men
In this business is attested In contests
in which as many as 367 sheep have
been sheared by one man in sixteen
hours and forty minutes. We were
wont to cite as evidence of progress,
in labor-savin-g appliances the contrast
between cutting grain with a sickle,
binding- - It by hand with a wisp of straw,
and threshing It with a flail, and the
combined reaper, binder and thresher
that performs its prodigies of labor In
the modern wheat field. This contrast,
however, Is scarcely more striking than
that between the snip-sni- p

of the hand shears by which sheep
were slowly and laboriously denuded
of their wool, and the modern method
which, literally speaking, "makes the
wool fly." The new process Is as inter-
esting as the old was tedious, and Its
Introduction shows progress In sheep
husbandry, even as the great "com-
bined" attests a triumph in methods
of agriculture.

Helen Keller, the most wonderful
product of education that the world has
ever produced, Invaded the strenuous
life of the President at the White
House recently, and he put aside the
cares of state for an hour to converse
with her. This girl blind,, deaf and
dumb from early Infancy represents
the acme of patience, skill and human
Ingenuity In making the blind see, the
deaf hear and the dumb talk. She
reads spoken words by placing her fin-
gers against the lips of the speaker, and
replies In audible tones and Intelligent
language to what Is said. She has been
taugb-- t to see through the eyes of oth-
ers, and appreciates the beauty of flow
ers, trees, sky and landscape to a
greater degree than do many who can
see. Her life Is an Inspiration to cour-
age and a reproach to discontent
1 It is impossible to do business in the
House with the latitude permitted in
the Senate. Under the Senate rules the
House could do absolutely nothing.
Cushman doubtless knows this, yet he
prefers to affect obliviousness of It? and
launches af the rules that have been
found necessary by the majority Just
such a diatribe as he directed in the last
Congress at the rivers and harbors of
tho country. Cushman aspires to be
the Abraham Lincoln of this genera-
tion, and to an extent he succeeds. He
has all Lincoln's foibles with none of
his virtues.

Registration of voters will close May
15. In 'every county large numbers of
voters are still unregistered. There re-

mains little time enough for attention
to this duty. In Multnomah County
there are 5000 to 8000 legal voters who
have not attended to It. In other coun-
ties one-thi-rd tovone-ha- lf still remain
unregistered. Remember that unless
registered you cannot vote, without the
trouble of obtaining six freeholders to
vouch for you on election day. Go and
register now.

If a man Is a Republican he will de-

sire to see the policy and purposes of
the Republican party upheld. Mr, Cham-
berlain therefore mistakes when he
Imagines that Republicans will vote for
him; for Mr. Chamberlain Is a Demo-
crat, and election of Mr. Chamberlain
would be announcement to the coun-
try that Oregon had rejected the Re-
publican party and the policy and pur-
poses for which It stands.

The Boers are said to be "sparring
for time." This is the first Intimation
that the world has received that these
stubborn, wiry," pugnacious fighters
have become winded from their extra-
ordinary exertions. If the estimate la
true, England will dp well to cut nego-
tiations short "Second wind" Is a qual-
ity that is not lightly to be reckoned
With.

AN ADMIRABLE SUGGESTION, . t

Minneapolis Tribune.'
Every new disclosure in relation to af-

fairs in the Philippines emphasizes the
unfortunate frfctlon between the mil-
itary and civil authorities there 'and the
growing need for a united or single gov-

ernment If the civil government can or-

ganize native police and dispense with
the troops, these should be withdrawn In
part ami the rest concentrated In garri-
sons, so as not to come In contact with
the natives or civil rulers. If the stern
control of the military power Is still need-
ful, it should not be hampered by pre-
mature Introduction of civil government
The military has been obliged to use
very severe measures with the natives
in putting down Insurrection. This adds
to their natural dlsquallficatldn as sol-

diers for gaining: the confidence of the
people and building up civil government
But they cannot be spared so long as
there Is danger of uprising and massacre,
and so long as this danger remains they
must be given power enough to take ef
fective measures against it

The War Department and Congress to-
gether will be in position' to decide, af-
ter hearing all the testimony now being
given, if the time has come for with-
drawing the troops from all the pacified
provinces and giving supreme control to
the chil government If that time has not
come, and f the two cannot be consoli-
dated under one' head, the conclusion
cannot be avoided that civil government
has been Introduced too soon. This is a
matter for careful consideration of Con-
gress before going on-- with the Philip-
pine bill.

Probably the blame for the friction Is
fairly divided between the two sides. The
publication of Colonel Gardener's report
had hardly turned public opinion against
the Army, when the report of the arrest
for sedition of an American editor in Ma-
nila revealed the civil government in a
light hardly more attractive. The paper
In question, called Freedom, was estab-
lished upder General Otis' administration
and apparently reflects the Army side of
local public opinion. It denounced tho
native employes of the civil government
In high position as incapable 'and cor-
rupt whereupon the editor" was arrested
under the sedition laws lately adopted
by the Philippine Commission.' Thes8
laws were not well thought of in the
United States, when It was supposed that
they were to be used for suppression of
personal liberty and freedom of speech
among the natives. Their employment
against an American citizen will make a
still greater sensation In the United
Statea It will bo recalled that no such
thing happened under military rule; but
there was no reason why It should hap-
pen, as no Americana ventured to dis-
pute the authority of tho Army.

Nearly all Americans are too ignorant
of the entire situation In the Philippines
to form any opin!6n or offer more than
the most general suggestion. But nearly
all Americans are impatient of existing
conditions, especially of the. friction be-
tween the two governments, and expect
Congress, In Its greater wisdom, to make
some Improvement President Roosevelt
Is very Impatient of anyklnd of friction
in government His practice is, when
men cannot get along together, to re-
move both of them and appoint somebody
else. If it Is really going to be Impos-
sible to dispense with the Army In the
Philippines for some years to come, the
best ruler for the' islands would be an
Army officer of high and approved ad-

ministrative capacity, , like General
Wood.

Cnbn "Will Come In.
Chicago Tribune.

What Mr. Payne said Is significant. His
words were: "Cuba Is not now a part-o- f

the United States. I do not want her to
be, but I believe she will be." Omitting
the expression of his wishes on the sub-
ject that Is the common belief of .the
people of the United States., They look
upon the annexation of Cuba as "mani-
fest destiny," and do not agree with some
members of the House of Representatives
that a reduction of the duty on sugar,
or a refusal to reduce It, will materially
help or retard annexation.

It Is a curious fact that people argue
both ways. Some say that If tho reduction
Is not made It will force Cuba Into the
United States. Others say If made It will
tend to brlnjr the Island nnder the Juris
diction of the United States. The truth
Is that whether made or not. Cuba will
become a part of the United States, as It
cannot continue as a dependency. It can-
not remain half Independent, as It will
be under the Piatt amendment It must
be altogether free and Independent or al-

together a part of the United States.
. That Is what lt3 manifest destiny is,
and what the people of the United States
wish It to be. As an original proposition
the opposition to annexation might have
been serious, but when the relations be-

tween Cuba and the United States are in-

cumbered by the obligation to protect the
Island, there can be to serious objection
to annexation. As the United States 13

burdened with the duty of taking care
of the Island, It may as well make a
complete job of it and take the Island
under Its winir.

Probably If the question were to be
submitted to a vote of the people of the
United States, annexation would be fa-

vored by 90 per cent of the population.
There would be no North and South In
,thls question, as the South would be al-

most unanimously for It, and the number
of people at the North opposed to It would
be small.

As there Is not Jlkely to be any serious
or persistent opposition op the part ot
the Cubans, It seems to be a question of
only a few years when the Island will
come undar the eagle's wing.

Price of Cuban. Sugar.
Boston Herald.

"While the grasse groweth the horse
starvetb." and while Congress discusses
reciprocity with Cuba the Cuban, planters
are constantly getting Into a more serious
condition. The price of sugar has fallen
so that on April 10 the price, duty paid,
on centrifugals was In New
York 3 cents per pound. How much
does this mean to the Cuban planter?
Take the New York price, 3.375 cents per
pound subtract 1.6So cents as we fluty
paid. This leaves 1.63 cents per pound
as tho price In bond at New York. Allow
.09 cent per pound for freight and In-

surance from Cuba to New York, and
this leaves 1.6 cents per pound as the
value free On board at Cuba. That must
pay the planter for growing the cane, ex-

tracting the sugar and transporting It
alongside ship. And It costs about 2 centB
per pound to do this, according to the
best authorities. Suppose the 20 per cent
cut proposed by the House la made. That
would mean a rebate of .337 cent per
pound, and, If the Cubans got the whole
of this, on the basis of present prices,
they would Tecelvo only 1.9337 cents per
pound for their sugar less than the cost
of production. In this light, the pros-
pect for the Cuban planters Is certainly
not over-brig- ht

Annie Laurie.
Douglas of Flngland.

Maxwelton braes are bonnie,
Where early fa's the dew,
And'lt's there that Annie Laurl
Gle'd me her promise true
Gle'd me her promise true. '

Which ne'er forgot will be:
And for bonnie Annie Laurie
I'd lay me doune and dee.

Her brow la like the snaw-drif- t;

Her throat Is like the Ewanj
Her face it is the fairest
That e'er the sun shone on.
That e'er the sun shone on:
And dark blue is her ee;
And for bonnie "Annie Laurie
I'd lay me doune and dee. J

Like dew .on the gowan lying,
, la the fa o' her fairy feet; "

Like the winds in summer sighing, .

Her voice Is low and, sweet? ,
Her voice Is low and sweet;
And she's a' ttw world to me; '
And for bonnie Annie Laurlo '
.'& lay me doune, and dea., .,

t

DIRECT NOMINATIONS.

Boston Herald.
While It is possible that a delegated

convention Is theoretically the best means
of selecting a candidate to an Important
public office, when the constituency Is a
broadly separated one; the merits of this,
method have of recent years been seri-
ously Impaired by Infelicitous practices.
In theory those who are called together
In convention for the Purpose of nomi-
nating their party candidate to the State
Senate pr their party candidate to the
National House of Representatives are
assumed to be in a position to act with
exceptional good judgment They rep-
resent .the various sections and Interests
of the district; the prejudices for pr
against one candidate In one section are
opposed to those entertained for other
candidates In other sections. The Inter-
ests of the party'as a whole can unques-
tionably be better balanced and deter-
mined In a convention of 100 or 150 men
than they can bo at a large number of
different caucuses, all of which- - are held
at the same time, arid at none of which
can effective argument be made.

But in practice It Is found that these
nominating conventions do not exercise
the wise functions which they are theo-
retically supposed to possess. The mem-
bers go to them pledged beyond the possi-
bilities of recall except In tho way of
trade and dicker to some particular can-
didate. These delegates are not In the
least amenable to broad, public-spirite- d

arguments, though, as was shown by
some experiences last Fall, the promise.
of a good dinner will lead some of them
to vote one way rather than another.
The candidates are practically announced
In advance, the convention simply regis-
ters the action of the caucuses, and where
changes are made from caucus action
these are ordinarily brought about by
the persuasive work- - of adroit wirepull-
ers. In this way, a method which has
much In theory to commend It la made
much less meritorious than a method
wilch Is admitted to be wanting In the-
oretical excellence.

The system of direct nominations pre-

supposes that candidates will bring their
political ambitions to tho Immediate at-
tention of the people. If a man wishes to
be nominated as State Senator or Con-
gressman, he must announce himself as
a candidate, and must also make his can-
vass in order to bring himself to the at-

tention of members of his party prior to
the holding of the nominating primaries.
Under conditions that have hitherto been
used, nominations have rested largely in
the control of the machine politicians. Iti.
will be Interesting to discover to what ex-

tent the power of the machine men will
be . lessened by this change of method.
The complaint used to be raised that the
citizens did not attend the primaries, but
of late years they have turned out to
these gatherings almost as numerously as
at plectlons, and. If they have the oppor-
tunity to nominate good men and refuse
to avail themselves of if, all that can be
said will be that experience has proved
that" the people of this state are not .as
well fitted to govern themselves as had
been supposed, hence the defect Is one
which no amount, of political machinery
can remedy.

Soldiers' Clothing; In Alaska.
Youth's Companion.

The American soldier In Alaska would
hardly be recognized by his comrades of
the Army who are stationed In less rigor-
ous climes. The military occupation oi
Alaska presented a" new problem as to the
best 3tyle of clothing to protect the men
In garrison or on the trail from the ex-

treme cold.
The fur and other heavy clothing fur-

nished to troops at the most northern
posts of the states was Inadequate foi
tho purpose, and a Bupply list of extra
heavy clothing was made up for Alaskan
service. The cost of thi3 extra supply was
about 520 for each man.

Based upon experience, the "dress of
the Alaskan soldier this year consists of a
double-breaste- d canvas, blanket-line- d pea-jack- et

blue In color, with trousers of the
same. canvas, also, with a blanket lining.
A rouskrat cap of Improved pattern fin-

ishes the costume, the earflapa In front be-

ing extended to cover the cheek bones,
and a small detachable fur strap serving
'to defend the bridge and end of the nose
from frost The lower corners ot the flap
lap over and fasten by means of a snap
so as to cover the chin.

For field or trail purposes, a garment
called a "parka," made of blue cloth, hav-
ing a hood trimmed with wolfskin and a
lining at the cuff of the same fur, has
been specially manufactured for these
our northernmost soldiers. Hereafter the
muskrat mittens furnished will have the
lining sewed In only at the cuffs. The
object of this precaution Is. as the Wash-
ington Star explains, to enable the wearer
to turn out the lining and dry it when
It becomes damp through perspiration,
which frequently happens.

Trie regulation heavy woolen underwear
worn by other troops having been found
by experience too light for proper protec-

tion in Alaska, heavy fleece-line- d gar-
ments have been Issued.

As It is often difficult to communicate
with the posts In Alaska, It has been
deemed advisable to keep at least one
year's clothing supplies ahead of require-
ments. In addition to this, a reserve de-

pot has been established at Fort St
Michaels, and Is kept well stocked.

A Burled Iwne.
Minneapolis Tribune.

The silver question has been dead for
several years. Now w think It may be
considered to be burled. The first of the
series of Republican state conventions
of this year, in which representatives to
Congress are to be elected, has been held
In Oregon. That state has been the first
skirmish groifcid of biennial battles over
silver In. more campaigns than a public
weary of the whole subject cares to 're-
member. Now, for the first time since
the "crime of 1S73" was dragged to light
by men who wanted to pay their debts
in cheaper money, the Republicans of Ore-

gon have made a platform that does not
mention silver or money or greenbacks
or the sorrows of the debtor class, or the
graBplng greed of Wall street or any of
the tiresome category. This example Is
likely to be followed In other and greater
states. The Democratic platforms, when
they come to be made up, may be more
r.miniHCMit: but It takes two parties to"

make an Issue, as it takes two to make
a quarrel.

The actual disappearance of the silver
question from American politics should
have momentous results. These results
were due after the election of 1896, but
the persistence and hypnotic power of
Bryan held" them off for four years. Really
they ought to come now. The cheap money
party will remain, as It always has ex-

isted In the United States, but the specific
expansion of It under the magic name of
silver is done with. --That will cause the
party to shrink to the dimensions repre-

sented by the Louisville convention, and
leave the serious political parties free to
rearrange themselves on actual public
Issues;

B

Rent.
Mary Wcolsey Howland.

X lay me down to sleep.
With, little thoucht or car

Whether my waklns And

Me here, or there- -

A bowlnff. burdened head
That only asks to rest.

Unquestioning, upon- -

A loving breast,

My good right hand forgets
Its cunning now; ,

To march the weary march
1 I know not how.

I am not eater, bold.
Nor strong. all that la past;

I am ready not to do
At last, at last.

,! My half-day- 's work Is dene,
' And thia is all ray part,

I give a patient God,
My patient heart;

'
And Krasp His banner still,

,. Though all Its blue be. dim;.
Theae stripes, no less than stars,

' Lead after Hhn.

"
NOTE AND COMMENT.

T :- -

Where Is General Killfeather?

The dog show is a howling success.

Unfortunately, every dog does snot have
his prize.

There Is " nothing"- so democratic as a
Democrat.

The grand old man of the Democracy got
Just two votes.

If( this be vfusion, let- - the .'"Democrats
make the mo3t of it

The "bunks" are not poor, yet we have
them always with us.

This assorted weather gives us all a
chance to pick the kind we like. '

A combined straw hat and umbrella
would prove very useful just now.

Anyway, It Is not necessary to learn a
foreign language In order to play plng-pon-g.

If half that Is told of Captain Glenn 13

true, ho has mistaken his flag. He ought
to be fighting for Spain.

No one has yet been "thoughtful enough
to organize a society for the prevention
of cruelty to shipowners.

Gambling has become so scarce In New
York that the restaurants have been com-
pelled to raise the price of steaks.

If any of the country gentlemen have
riot yet been robbed, there is still plenty
of dpportunlty for them In Portland.

After all, Mr. Hanna's services as a
campaign manager are so valuable that
he can hardly be spared to the White
House.

FItzsImmons wants to fight In South
Carolina. He evidently hopes to draw
Inspiration from the soil that nourished a
brace of Tljlmans.

Colonel Lynch Is to be prosecuted If he
tries to take his seat In Parliament The
Colonel's Kentucky namesake, the Judge,
unsually does the prosecuting himself.

Lord Cllce, the founder of tho British
Indian Empire, by his will provided for
the widows and orphans of the officers
of the Indian-armie- s, incidentally enabling
the children to obtain a good education.

What a shamo to treat Thomas O'Day
That way.

Who has always been first In the fray;
When he asked for a. place ho was told to go

chase
Himself very promptly away.
But they'll And that they've been much toogay.

'Some day
Too foolishly gay with O'Day.

The New York Stale Engineer will soon
advertise for bids for the construction
of 1S6 miles of improved roads under the'
Hlgble-Armstro- good roads law of 189S.

for which the recent Legislature made
possible the expenditure of $l,O0O.COCt half
of which Is to be borne by the state and
half by the localities.

The Federal Census Bureau figures out
for the American domain. Including our
Insular possessions, a total area of 3,630,S23

square miles, of which 2,970,230 belong to
the continental United States, 590.SS4 to
Alaska,, and 119.&2 to the Philippine Isl-

ands. This makes the United States stand
fifth among the nations In point of ter-

ritorial size. Great Britain leading with
11,2SS,277 square miles of territory, Rus-

sia coming next with S.644,100 miles, China
third with 4,234,910, and France fourth
With 3,944,02.

James P. Clarke, who de-

feated Senator James K. Jones In the fight
for 'the Arkansas Senatorial nomination,
occupied the Gubernatorial chair of Ar-

kansas from 1S95 to 1S97. His political ca-

reer began In 1SS6, ftiien he was elected to
the State Legislature. He was elected
Attorney-Gener- al on the Democratic ticket
In 1892. He was born In Yazoo City, Miss.,
In 1SS1.

Professor Barrett Wendell, of Harvard
College, recently told his class In Ameri-
can literature that there are very few;
of the public prlnt3 of Today fit for fam-
ily Inspection. Then he enumerated three
that especially displeased him, and said
all concerned In getting them out were
candidates for the fiery lake that burned
forever. There was no doubt In his mind
on that score as to the Boston journals
he named. He was certain about the just
deserts of the editor of a certain New
York newspaper. He said he knew ho
ought to go to hell.

Captain Perclval, of the Navy, whose!
portrait has just been presented to the
Navy Department, died In 1862. He was
known as "Mad Jack" Perclval, because
of eccentricities which on many occa-

sions brought him In conflict with tho
naval authorities. Tho portrait was sent
by Mrs. William Nicholson, but who sho
Is the department Is unable to discover.
Captain Perclval was sent to Morocco
with his frigate to bring back a cargo of
jackasses for the Government, and In

order to show his contempt for the em-

ployment of a war vessel for such a mls-- t

sion, on entering New York Harbor he
ran In all his guns and placed the head
of a jackass through each port as the
ship sailed In. The sight of a double row
of jackasses heads protruding from tha
places where guns were looked for cre
ated a sensation at the time, and "Mad
Jack" narrowly escaped a reprimand.

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

Where Egotists Ars Made. "He Is conceited,
you say?" "He couldln't be more so If he wera
the only man at a seashore hotel." Chicago
Evening Post- -

The Finish. 'I see you've got an automobile.
Were you ever In a race?" "Yes." "How did
you come out?" "On crutches, a m'onth later."

Philadelphia Press.
Hlgglns I say, these trousers begin to look

rusty already, and I "haven't had them buj
about six months. Tailor That's all right. You

know. I told you they'd wear like Iron. Boston
JTranscrlpt.

Then He Went Borem (11:43 P. M.) It U

the staying qualities of a horse that count in q

race. Miss Slashes Are you In training for a
race of any kind, Mr. Borem? Chicago Dallj
News.

Covered the Ground. "De Sheriff only had
mo one lime, in my life," said the colored wit.
ness. "And what did he do with you then?'
"He didn't do nuthln" wld me, suh. I outruj
him." Atlanta Constitution.

Displeased. "No." said Colonel Stlllwell; "1

don't read poetry." "Why not?" "I got tlre--

of waiting forhem to quit harping on vloleti
and crocuses and" Johnny-jump-u- and sing- a

word or two about mint." Washington Star.
Coming Out of a Women's Club. "The dif-

ference between my husband's club and mine.''
said the pretty woman
toque, looking at' her watch, "Is that mine lasu
from 2 until 6, and his lasts from 0 until 2."-Ll- fe.

A Sad Mistake. Visitor Pardon my curios.
lty, my good man. but what are you In prisot
for? Prisoner I am serving time for steallnj
$50,000 from the bank I worked for. Vision
That was a sad mistake. Prisoner I know it,
Curse the duy I didn't steal $100,000. Ohlc

State Journal.
Feared the Worat. Her Mother1 (wlscly)-Therel-D-

take It to heart because Georg)

Isn't always giving you Jewelry, like Mr,

Skeeslcks docs hl3 wife. Perhaps Mr. Skcei
sicks Is prompted by a guilty conscience,
Mrs. Youngthlng (miserably) I know tha
B But I'm afraid George hasn't any coa
science! Puck.


