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MR. GEORGE E. CHAMBERLAIN.

In accepticg the nomination for the
‘uﬂoa of Governor at the hands of his
party Mr. Chamberiain uttered & sneer
against his oppoment. Alluffing to the
well-known fact that Mr. Furnish iz not
/& man of words—that s to say, not &
'flatulent stump.speaksr, but s man of
jaction—Mr. Chamberiain sald: “I, too,
am & man of action, and also of some
worde"” If he s a man of action, his
official record does not show .  Of
course, 1t i with his official record only
that we would willingly deal.

In office or out of office, doubtiess, Mr.
Chamberiain 18 “a good fellow.™ But
in no officlal position that he has ever
held hiap he shown executive ability. He
is an easy, socommodating man, whose
ouly sort of earnesiness s an extreme
and fanatical devotion to his party,
which he has followed throughout, in
all the phases of its carcer—through the
slough and mire of debnsed money end
Bryanism to its present polley of “scut-
tle™ Ir the Phillpplne Islands,

The Oregonian has sald that he has
shown no executive abllity, no real of-
ficlency, in any office he ever has held.
It repeats this statement for the pur-
pose of remarking that he shows none
in the office he 12 holding now. When
be became District Attorney for Mult.
nomah County he made a show of ef-
fort to correct or check varlous evils
and rambant vieces in Portland. But he
800N gave up even the show of effort
These evils ave now ns rife as ever,
snd be cannot but know it. Yet the
District Attorney is the one officlal who
hes power—the highest power wunder
the law and through the law
—10 suppress or check them. We
remark in pessing that Mr, Chamber-
lain, upon becoming a candidate for the
office of Governor, has motl resigned this
office of District Attorney, #o as to glve
the people opportunity to elect his sue-
cessor. But, of course, the reasons are
cogent to the office-meaking and office-
holding mind. Mr. Chmunberlaln has no
confldence that he will bs elected Gov-
ernor. And if he should be elected, he
wonid llke to hold the office of Dis-
trict Attorney to the last day, in Janu-
ary next, whken the office of Govemor
would awalt him. And then, as Gov-
emor, he would pay & political debt by
appainting his sucoessor,

There Is storm and siress about the
stete fee system. It ie a very old abuss,
Mr, Chamberlzin was & member of the
Legislature, Was he found s “man of
sotion™ on this subject? Or evem of
“some words™? Not at all. The fee
gystom had beem created by his own
party: his own party had long had the
usufruct, and he was pot the msn to
disturd g0 good a Thing. Moreover, he
was lookleg to extension of the oppor-
tfunities «f officialism, and more than
willing to turn some of them td his own
sccount. 'The office of Attorney-General
of the siale was created; a Demoeratic
Governor appointed him to it, and two
years laler ke wns a suocesafu] candl-
date for re-election., The office was and
is an unnecessary one, and Mr. Cham-
Lerialn during hia six years’ ipcum-
Lency drew the salary. Only that and
nothing more.

This, with the addition of a term as
District Attorney In the Third Judicial
District of Oregon—rot notable for any-
thing—is the record of Mr. Chamber-
lain’s “eplendid atiainrments, personal
and executive,” as ome of his ardent
supporters terms his ‘career.” The
simple fact is that Mr. Chamberialn is
not &n earnest orf ageressive man in
anything but partismnship, and in his
desire to turn it to account in the way
of getiing and holding office. We have
this year n somewhat singular cam-
palgn of podtics. One leading feature
of It Is the opposition of our Demo-
cratic brethren to Willlam J. Furnish
tecause he has been succes=ful, or mod-
erately succereful, n business, and thelr
spocin]l commendation of and appeals
for George E Chamberialn because he
kas not been so. This, indeed, i» un-
ustal and even extraordinary. Realiy,
The Oregonian has.not desired 1o make
any such comparison. However, it will
say that It does not think that Mr.
Chemberiain's lnck of success in what-
ever private business he may have un-
dertaken is proof of any speclal quali-
fication o kim for the office of Gov-
ernor of Oregon.

It Is known that Mr. Furnish has
been moderately o falrly successful in
business. He Io not rich, but he s not
posed as a candidate for the suffrages
of the peopie on the ground that he hes
been unsuccess’ul o business, and is
poor, (herffore. Why make want of
succrss a clalm to m:Fit? Mr. Chsmber.

:

laln has certainly had every chance and
opportunity of success that Mr. Fur-
nisd and others have had. Whether lack
of success in such circumstances is or i
not commendation of 3 man for the
office of Governor, the leading business
office of the state, mén will judge. Mr.
Chamberlain and his friends ought not
to have started the suggestion. We
allow no aristocracy of wealth. Are we
asked to allow am aristocracy of ineffi-
clency and failure? It 18 a new idea
that the Governor of Oregon ought to
be chosen on a record or claim of lnca-
pacity for business

Bhould be be elected Governor, Mr.
Chamberiain might be expected to mct
## he has acted jn every other office he
has held. He would perform routine
and perfunctory duties, byt never would
£0 to the bottom of things in the impor-
tant business of the state. He has the
political, not the business, turn and
habit of mind: he would do nothing
that was palpably wrong, unless It were
forced upon him by the actlon of his
party, which he never would resist, be-
causé hls one strong characteristic is
an intense partisanship; but in the line
of mdependence...emcuncr and positive
abllity for direction of busipess In the
executive office of the state very lttle
couid be expected of him.

THE SIMOX MAFIA,

A protest s golng up agalnst the ac-
tlon of the recent city and county con-
vention, in the name of llberty. The
caucus participated o by the delegates
who pamed the tleket consisted of a
large majority of the conventlon. The
ring that Is protesting consists solely of
a eelect coterle of Joseph Simon's imme-
dlate sdherents. They protest against
ring rule In the name of the people. One
bundred delegates out of 180 are 2 ring,
while Cohen, Bernsteln, Pipes, Ross and
Mackay are the people. O Liberty,
what ghastly jokes are perpetrated in
thy name!

The objection s to the proceedings of
& very large majority of Republichn
Gelegntes, elected at open and falr pri-
maeries, under the procedure prescribed
by law. But by what convention and
upon what credentials are the flve or
#lx men accredited to form o caucus of
their own and apportion out the of-
fices? By what body of the people or
of Republican voters, legal or Illegal,
are they delegated, and whom do they
répresenl? The answer Is that they
represent one mean, and that man is
Joseph Bimon. He l= the soul of the
movement here. Hip pervonal fortunes
must be cared for at the price of Re-
publican defeat,

Mr Simon ts mum as to his attitude
toward the Republlcan ticket in this
county, city and state, He has oo word
of hope for its success; he dares not ex-
press a hope for its defeat. If he told
the truth he would say that the lead-
ing constituents of hie old machine here,
under his direction, are engaged In a
conspiracy to defeat the Republican
party in lhis state. But thls would
doubtless Interfere with his plans st
Weshington. If X were known o
Washington that he, as a Republican
Senator, Is alding end abetting a con-
spiracy here in the Interests of Repub.
lican defeat at thie critical time In the
party’s history, such standing as he has
in Republican councils there would be
destroyed. The truth is precisely what
he bae every desire and concern to con-
ceal,

It s well understood that Simon and
the remnants of his machine will now
support Chamberiain for Governor, as
Simon supported Pennoyer for Governor
against Thompson in 1890, and as he
had previously supporied Strahan for
Justice of the Supreme Court, against
Waldo. These fifth-rib stabs In politics
suit Elmon and his machine perfectly.
Willlamson, the Republican nominee for
Congress, s now to be knifed in the
same way. This stlletto work in poli-
ties s no new thing under the Simon
machine. Many men have been vietims
of it. Lt us see if we cannotl now put
an &nd to the work of this political
Mafia, whicl so long has been operat-
ing In Oregon.

AN ITMAGINARY ASSET.

There are Democrats, The Oregonlan
Is told, who have strong hope of the
election of Mr. Chamberialn by Repub-
Bean votes. They admit this s thelr
only hope, since there is a large Re-
publican majority io the state, But
these Demoeratesay Republicanggdn vari-
ous parts of the state are telling them
that they intend to vote for Chamber-
lain as against Furnlsh; because they
prefer a man who has been a Demo-
crat all the tlme and has remalned with
his party all the time to ofe who for-
merly was a Democrat and has been a
Republican only on the questions and
fssues of recent years.

The Oregonian s not golng to qyes-
tion the sincerity of these enth ¢
and rogeate Democratic claims. At fhe
same time it will remark that the wise
man will not bank oo these claims as
an asset, to be realized “out of doubt,
and out of question, too, and ambigul-
tles,” ns honest Fluellen wollld say.
The coming election is to be decided
on high conslderstiona The personal
element In It willpnot be great. It is the
policy of ome party, on questions of
highest Natlonal importance, against
the pollcy of the other party.

There will be mighty few exceptions
to the rule that men who are Republi-
cans will vote the Republican ticket,
The Oregonlan has some facilitfes for
ascertaining what public sentiment is:
and the diligent Inguiry It makes In
all parts of the state does not result in
discovery of acy basis for this claim
that Republicans are golng to vote for
Chamberlain. A few here and there, in.
deed, may. So there are Democrats who
will vote for Furnish, But except in
Multnomah, where the Slmon conspir-
acy agalnst the Republicen perty wiil
doubtlese bring Chamberlaln some
votes, the whole of these claims on
either side may be set down as neg-
ligible guantities; and in Multnomah
the whole efforts of the Simon conspir-
acy can give Chamberiain no more than
& few hundred votes In addition to the
stréength of his party,

Republicans know that this contest
presents National lssues, They know
that the general policy of their party is
&t stake. They know that the ques
tion at issue is whether Oregon s to
pronounce for Republlecan policy or
againsl It. The assumption, then, that
Republicans will prefer to vote for
Chamberlaln because he has always
been & Demoerat, and Is still a Demo-
crat, rather than for Fornlsh, who once
was a Democrat, but left that party on
the greal lesues of gix years ago, and is
2 Republican today on the Issues of -
day. would imply simply that Repubil.
cans no jonger are Republlcans, but pre-
fer to, be Democrate The Oregonian

must be excused when It calls this as-
sumption stuff and nonsense,
8ix years ago the Republicen party

was extremely glad to have men l!lu]
Willtam J. ish come to it. Their
accession to the party saved It from
defeat, end the country from the worst
of disasters. It wae sverywhere rogard-
4 by Republicans as an act of patri-
otism in men llke Mr, Furnish to come
out from the Democratic party and to
act with thg Repjublican party on the
supreme issues of that time, To say that
Republicans now prefer 2 man who re-
mained with the Democratic party then,
has remained with It ever since, and
still sticks to it on the newer questions
of today,_ including “scuttle,” rebuke of
the Republican National Administration
and rejection of all thatthe Republican
party In Opregon stands for before the
country, Is & queer estimate of the in-
telligence and sincerity of Republican-
ism in Oregon. It §s moonHight on the
lake, ns the siang goes; it Is chase of
the rainbow across flelds and pastures.
The Republican who doesn't reallze the
Importance - of keeping Oregon In the
Republicen column, at & time like this,
whin Issues of deepest consequence, es-
pecially to our Pacific States, and to our
position in relation to the Philippine
Islands d Oriental commerce, are at
stake, will be found In June &8 rare n
bird as the dodo. He will not, in fact,
be a REepublican, but an anti-expaosion
and scutdde Democrat.

BELGICM'S IMPENDING CRISIS.

The workingmen's riots In Belgium
are caused by political conditlons, The
franchlse in Belgium is virtually con-
fined to fthe upper snd middle classes
warking people in the towns and the
mining distriets having oo votes, The
right of sulfrage is restricted to cltl-
zent who hawe reached the age of 21
years and who pay at least 40 francs
(38) annually In direct taxes, There I8
a provision glving an additionai vote
to any citlzen who 8 a university
graduate. ‘These outragéous Inequali-
ties In the law have given the Clerieal
party an overpowering advantage,
which has emabled it for years to de-
feat the efforts of the Liberals, Radicals
and Socigiists to obtaln a manhood suf-
frege. ie workingmen are under the
influence of the Soclalists, and desire
that the Socialists who sympathise with
thelr views be granted the suffrage.
The exhibitions of feeling in the army
as well as among the people indicate
that before long Belgium will have {o
choose between concession of universal
suffrage or collision with a popular In-
surrection of a more formidable char-
acter,

Belglum, whose area ls but 11,172
sgquare miles, Fas a ;'mpuLnllun of aver
6,000,000 of people, and is the most
denscly populnted country outside of
Asia, Nearly one-sixth of its lnhabl-
tants labor in mines or factories. The
people of its southern portlion epeak the
French language, and are largely of
French®*blood and palitical sympathies
Belgium was under French rule during
the whole of Napoleon's carser. and
since the greation of the third republic
in France the working peaple of Bel-
glum bhave Dbeen excesdingly restless
uander thelr existing so-called govern-
ment, which is really litle better than
an oligarchy in thé superficlal dress of
a constitutional monarchy. The King
Is a mere fNgurehead; the standing
army la but 45000 strong, and (f It
should prove, as reported, to be more
or lees honeycombed with soclalism, it
would probably fraternize with the
people In event of & formidable Insur-
rection. Thousands of the soldiers of
Lthe line joined the Insurrection of the
French Commune In 1571, The disaf-
fertion . of. the French Army to the
rayal government was notable in the
great Frénch Revolution of 1789, and it
would be remarkable [f the standing
army of Belgium did not become dan-
gerously disaffected In event of a popu-
lar reveit.

The Belglan Government will have to
vield, unless it expects the Emperor of
Germany to Interfere in ite behalf, as
the Emperor of Russia did in 1849 In
behalf of Austrin, lest a Belgian re-
public should be formed which would
oitimately become part-of Fraonce. Bel-
glum I8 a Roman Catholic country, and
the Clerical party are bitterly opposed
to +the Socialiste and Liberals, who
favor the separation of church and
state—at Jeast to the extent that has
obtained enactment under the present
Bovernment of France.

i1t may be that the bill promoted by
Senator Clark, of Montana, for repeal of
the present timber and stone act and
substitution of a plan for selilng tim-
ber from Government land to the high-
est bidder Is not the best remedy thet
can be devised for present abusss, but
&t the same tlme it may be seriously
questioned whethér the timber and
stone act as it stands is so perfect that
it should mot be touched. It may be
said that the purpose of the law Is to
give the people a chance to scqulre
timber rather than to place it within the
control of rich corporations who have
the money to bid it In at public ealea
But what i the result? The corpora-
tions get the timber lands anyway, and
all kinds of crooked practice are re-
sorted to by entrymen whoe find It
profitable to sperve the lumbermen by
teking land for them. ,And the lumber
corporations now “serip” large areas of
timber land, cutting out In those cases
all participation-on the part of the in-
dividual gntrymen. True, they are not
permitted to place serip on unsurveyed
land_ but formal appleation and guar-
anty of expense of survey will easily
change any desired tract from the un-
surveyed to the surveyed class, In which
serip will apply, or manlpulstion of en-
tries will be serviceable, Timber-grab-
bérs meem to be gelting pretty nearly
ali they want, as the law and practice
now stand. There {8 room to doubt
that Senator Clark's bill is entirely de-
sirable, but it is also evident to most
people that present methods of handling
our timber lands will soon resuit in put-
ting them ail in possession of the luom-
bering corporations or ppeculators, with
small benefit to the Government. 12 It
bg, business logic for Umber lands to go
In large tracts to those who havée the
capiial necessary to mahufacture and
market lumber, why should not the
Government In some manner recognize
them?

When Judge Murphy, In Detroit,
Mich., recently sentenced to life Im-
prisonment Professhr Joseph M. Miller,
a married man, who confesged that he
had dellberately planned and executed
the murder of his paramour, Miss Car-
rie M. Jennett, he denounced Miiler as
a demon whose sénlence was Inadequate
to his horrible crime. Judge Murphy is
right: but wko Is to blame for the fact
that a sape, intelligemt man can In
Michigan kill a girl with a hatchet in
cold hlood mnd suffer nothing but life
imprisonment? The State of Michigan
is responsible for this shamaful situn-
tion by Iits sentimental abolishment of
the death penalty for murder. There

is today in the Michigan State Peniten-
tiary a young man of more than aver-
age Intellect and education who mur-
dered his own mothef in order to rob
the house and Inherit her property,
After this miscreant had been & few
years In coafinement he murdered one
of the turnkeys by administering polson
to him, and, taking his keys, made his
escape. He was recaptured, returned to
prison, where he may remaln the resi
of his days, but if he had been prompt-
1y hanged for the murder of his mother
on conviction the poor turnkey would
not have lost his life. There Is no rea-
son why every life prisoner In the
Michigan Penitentiary should hesitate
at murder In order to escape, for If re-
captured the mugpderer Is no worse off;
ke slmply resumes his service at life
imprisonment. The limit of the law for
murder la life Imprisonment, whether
you kill one victim or run amuck ilke a
mad Malay and kill a whole plenle
party. In Italy, where the death pen-
alty for murderers has been nominally
abollshed, life Imprisconment i»s made a
living death, for the conviet Is subjectied
to such Intolerable hardships and In-
gouious legalized cruelly that his mind
sooner or later gives way and he be-
comes & hopeless maniae or idiot. . Of
course, under our form of government
no such terrible legal torture of a con-
demned man would be permitted, and
never ought to be. For the protection
of society we have a clear right to de-
stroy & human wild beast, but we have
no right to torture either man or beast
Into madness. Michigan will be driven
by the force of arcused publie opinion
to re-enact the death penalty for mur-
der,
- -

While It e very probablé that there
have been lsolated Instances of cruelty
toward Filipinos by our soldiers, it Ia
prepostercus to imagine that any officer
of responelble rank has ordered any act
of the kind, or would tolerate such acts,
it he has knowledge of them, Some of
our exasperated soldiers, smarting
under betrayal and murder of their
comrades, or having Information about
acts of treachery, cruelty and torture
perpetrated by Filipinos, either on our
soldlers or on friendly natives, may in-
conelderately have resorted to retalin-
tion; but even cases of this kind must
be rare, since humane conduct I8 natu-
ral to Americans, and officers are ex-
ceedingly careful of thelr reputations
on this head. While there may be some
truth In these stories—and they ought
to be probed to the bottom—it Is well
to remember that there are soldlers who
are fond of making sensational and ex-
’BKIETIIM statementa, and after their
discharge are apt to vend such state-
meats freely. But let us have full and
opea inquiry. Yet It may be depended
on that no officer ever gave an order to
torture or murder Filipinos,

Bentiment In regard to the disposal of
the wreck of the battle-ship Maine,
sunk just before the beginning of the
war with Spain in Havana harbor, will
doubtless give place to utility when-
ever the time comes for raising the ves-
#el. The clamor for the return of the
battle-ship with her tell-tale wounds
whatever they are, to an American
part, to bg preserved there as a relic
of & time of trouble, has about ceased,
Nothing can be gained by an object-les-
son the purpose of which Is to recall &
period of Natlonal excliement and keep
up international {ll-will. The wreck of
the Maine, according to the popular be-
lef, was procured through treachery.
Let that paas, especially since no one
can complain that the aet was not fol-
lowed by & full measure of retrtbution.
The wreck as it lles, however, is an ob-
struction to wavigation, and upon this
basis Iis removal will in due time be
ordered,

The burden of civillzation grows.
British supremacy in Bouth Afriea, as.
sured from the first, but so stubbomly
contested by the Boers, has already cost
Great Britaln enormously. The assur-
ance of peace brings no cessation of the
demand for money, though happlly the
demand for men will cease, To restock
and rehabllitate the farms of the Boers,
and even start them on the way to self-
dependence, will be & tremendous task,
This will be necessary to some extent 1f
Great Britaln ls to stand before the
world as a generous conqueror. No
wonder that neople of all olasses In
England regard the sltuation in the
Hght of a “burden placed on posterity,”
‘since certalnly the present generation
cannot bear it to the goal of liquidation.

« It is a spectacle.  Mr. Simon poses at
Washington as a Republican Senator
and demands ‘“‘recogmition” from the
Administration on this claim; yet he is
the head and soul of a consplracy in
Oregon against the Republican party
and {ts candldates, and through the
relice - of his dllapldated machine is
working in & Democratic combination
to make the Legisinture Democratic
and to elect & Democratic Governor and
Democratic members of Congress. The
movemeénts and purposes of Mr. Simon,
through his Portland machine, wiil be
made known at Washington—indesd,
are known there already.

The Platt excluslon act, passed by the
Scnate, I» not as perfect a device for
the purpuse In hand as the Mitchell-
Kahn bill, but it is a distinet adyance
upon thé Geary law, and to that extent
It marks the defeat of the anti-exclu-
slonists and the final assimilation of
National sentiment 10 the necessities
of the case as understood upon the Pa-
cific Coast. The Philippines are Includ-
€d within the prohibition, and under an
amendment secured by Benator Mitch-
¢l Chinese In the islands are to be reg-
fstered.

The other might In the local Demo-
cratic caucus Judge O'Day rémarked
that it was necessary to make selections
for " the nominationa—the Democratlc
part of them—that would be satlsfac-
tory to the Republicans who were con-
tending for “good government.™
“Who are these¢ Republican reformers?”
inquired a delegate.
and Aleck Bernstein!" shouted another.
Then Lhe laughter was general,

Senator Patterson thinks the Chinese
are “white-livered.” The fighting in
Manchuria and further south does not
bear out this theory. Mr. Patterson
ehould attend a highbinder massacre
on the streets of Portland.

Senator Hanna's oppesition to the
Mitchell-Kahn blll will more than off-
sot any favor he will galn from organ-

forts,

The propused British war lean of
$160,000,000 is ten times oversubecribed.
That 1s how anxlous the British public

is for peace at any price.

vt e

“D. 8olis Cohen-

Ized labor through his arbitration ef- |

St. Louls Globe-Demoocrat. '

The first election of 12 s that which
will come off in Oregon. it wiil take
place on June 2, a lttle less than two
montha hence. The Rapublicans have
put up a good ticket and have framed &
platform on which their party all over
the country could consistentiy stand. It
comes out strongiy in favor of the reten.
tion of the Phillppines, attacka the trusts,
ndvocates protection to domestie InAus-
tries which need it déclares for the con-
tinuation of the exclusion of the Chinese,
and favors the adoption of a sensible sys-
temn of jrrigation. 5

For years past the Republicans have
been carrying Oregon. The Demo-Pop
fusion won It in 1882, and the Bfvanites
came so near winning (6 In 1896 that Mc-
Kinley's plurality was only a little over
200 In that state, That was the time
when the silver wave was aweeping over
the greater part of the country west of
the Misslssippl. By 1998 Oregon regained
fts political balance, and the atate was
carried by the Republicans by a 10,000
plurality for Governor that year, It gave
1300 of a lead to McKinley and Roose-
velt In 1506, Tte delegation in both
branches of Congress belongs to the Re-
publican party, and usually has for a
few years pasi.

There can be po doubt that Oregon wiil
roil up a hahdsome plurailty” for the Re-
publicans in. the election a few weeks
hence. That state elects two members of
Congress on that day, as well as stute
officers, and thur the election will have
an intcrest for the whole country. It
will turn on National tesues, and on Na.
tional Issues the Republicans vught to be
able to carry Congress and most of the
states which have been Ropublican In re-
cent year=. The Republicans are stromg
on all the great questlione of govern-
mental policy this year. Natlonal expan-
rion and the general question éf Industrial
development with which the party hans
been ldentified are popular with thé coun-
try, and the country is in the mood at the
present time to give emphcsio to it§ views
on these and other great !ssucs’ The
Republican party expects to hear, grand
news from Oregon on the night of June £

The Oregon Rcpublionns expeot (o roll
up a good-sized majority for thelr tloket.
More thap once that June election fn Ore-
gon has given encouragement to the Re-
publican party of the country in import-
ant Natlonal canvasses. There s good
Teason to suppose that the same state will
rise to the importante of the occasion In
the piesent inatance. and, by the magni-
tude of ita Republican vote, Inspire en-
thusiamn In the party in the rest of the
country. The eyes of the United States
will be on that historle Paclfic common-
wealth for the next fow woeks.

CAPTAIN GARDENER A SOCIALIST.

New York Bun.

WASHINGTON, April 11,—Capta{n Cor-
nellus Gandener, U, 8 A, Civil Ggvernor
of the Philippines, Provines of Tayabas,
the author of the report submitted to
fhe Sehate commitiee uvn the Philippines
yesterday, criticising the conduct of the
American soldlers In the Philippinés, was
formerly atationed at Fort Wayne., near
Detroit. The attention of members of
Congress his been calles 1o thé fact that
Captain Gardener, while living at Detrolt,
was 50 radical tn his politlcal views and
80 actlve in expressing them that bhe made
himself persona non grata. Captain Gar-
dener, indeed, was looked upon as u rank
socialist. He was the personal friend and
adviser of the late Hazen 8, Plngree, when
he was !n the senith of his career as the
Popullst-Republican Mayor of Detrolt. It
was Captaln Gardener who fivst-suggested
to Flogree Lhe establishment of free po-
tato patches on the vacant lots of the
City of Detrolt, which gave the Mayor
and CGoverndr the nickname of *“‘Potato™
Pingree, -

There is a Iittle downtown elub in De-
troit, occupled chiefly by business and
professional men, where they congregated

publlc and private matters and where
the political line Is not drawn. This Ia
the Yondotega Club, and it Is fameus in
its way, having entertained beneath [ts
boapitable roof many noted meén from all
parts of the world. Captaln Gardener
was an almost dully visitor to the ciub
for some time, but kis soclalistic and Pop-
ulistie views became so obpoxious -to the
other men who congregated there, Demo-
crats a5 well as Republicans, rhat he was
given to understand thal it would be
agreeable. to everybody If he should take
his luncheons e¢lsewhere, and he did
When the war with Spain broke out
Captaln Gardener was ready for duty lo
Cuba, but he was purposely retalned with
his regiment in camp in the United States
end never got to the front. Heé was al-
ways cxceedingly unpopular with officers
and men under him. and those Cod
men who Knew of nls political beliefs and
his personal characteristlcs are not sur-
prised at the nature of the report that he
hos submitied to the War Department.
General Chaffer’'s reply to Captain Gar-
dener’s report will be recelved soon and
made pubile, and will go into the record
slongslde of that of Captain Cardener.

RAare Opportunity Well Improved.
New York Evening Post

Why have the imperialistic newepapers
in this city suddenly fTallen as dumb as
Yoriek's skull? Where be thelr gibes
now? On the one subject which flames
highest in the day's newsa, which most
agitates Congress, which arouses even
the forelgn preas, these great leaders of
public oplalon have mot a word to say.
What do the Tribune, the Times, the Sun
think of proved atrocities in. the Philip-
pines, or of the suppressed reports which
show, out of the mouth of our own of-
fleers, that our whole polley In those
isiands has been a ghastly fallure? They
cannot well ailege the pressure;of more

fnteresting matter. Today's une, for
example, hag a leader on that
thrilling subject, “Chile's Financial

Plight,” the Times awakes to a deep in-
terest in Kruitzinger and Macedonia, and
the Sun has an eloquent columin on a
speech concerning Irish Home Rule made
by Mr. Morley soms weeks ago—but
neither of them has a syllable about the
burning question of the day. Speak, broth-
ers, and let the worset be known: "‘speak-
ing will relleve you,” as the campmeeting
hymn says. We do not ecage what you
ey, only do say something, for the credit
of the American press,

Taft's Attltude Commended,
New York Commercial Advertiser,
Governor Taft's attitude toward the re-
port of the Civll Governor of the Provinte
of Tayabas In the Philippines, charging
cutrages and brutalities of various kinds
an the part of the American soldiers to-
Mward the Insurgents, should be the atu-
tude of ail fir-minded W\St&hﬂ
Judgment till the ace are ven a
chunce to be heard. That the cihurges are
appalling, being preferred aguinet Amer-
fean soldlers, nobody can deny. If they
are true, then warfare in the Philippines
has made savages of Iarge numbers of
our officers and men. The War Depart.
ment Is investigating them and can be
depended upon absolutely to deal fmirly
in all instances, to get out the full truth,
and to inflict strict and gtern justice upon
the guilty. Unquestionably the Inevitable
triction which arisea between the clivil
and military arms of the Governhent,
where the two are in operation together,
has led, as Governor Taft says. to ex-
sggeratedaccounts of the conduct of the
Army. Ungquestionably, also, the ce
of the Army- s dolng positive harm in

mary parts of the Island. It Is L

of this that Governor Taft favors reduc-
tion of the Army and the extension of
the powers and Jurisdiotion of civil rule.

ALL EYES ON OREGON- . |

dally at the luncheon hour to talk over,

THE PENSION POET LAUREATE.

+ Chizago Chronicie,

It was bound lo come. The President
has already made selections from his wide
range of personal acquaintances, [rom
romping broncho busters of New Mexico
and shady reformed gumblers of Arisona,
to fiil offices of responsibility and trubt,
and it waz to be expectad that he would
sooner or later broadsn out and pull in a
few celebrities of purely Nterary distine-
tion. Fof this latter’clness Kansne was
kindly reserved and the pension depart-
ment of the Government was singled out
for the homor with nice discrimination as
to the everlasting fitness of thines.

The Prepldent has tendered the position
of Commilssioner of Pensions to the cele
brated poet, Eugene F. Ware, of Topeka,
to msuececd the old stand-by, H. Clay
Evans. Mr. Ware, as all readers of recent
lternture must know, has long hidden his
persopality under the vigerour yet smopoth
flowing peeudenym of “lronquill” and has
turned out many gross of sketches, pam.
phlets and lexal essays besldes In the
bright sunlight of his own propria per-
stna.

It I¥ as the “Trongull” poest of the sun-
kissed prairies of the sumflower state that
Mr. Ware has won his greatest reputn-
tian, particulariy—and It Is wrilten with
a sommewhat keen sense of mortification—
in Engiland. where as s well known-the
best of funny things of this worid find
thelr keenest rellsh. Few In this be.
nighted land are aware probably that tho
cew Pension Commissioner has manulsc-
tured a whole volume of humorous verse,
but it is trie, peverthelesn and now that

has risen to the helght of a proud
tunctionary under the general QGovernment
1t will probably have the effect to hmde:_:
his popularity. -

There is something especialiy fitting n
hisselection for this positioh, and it shows
the kéen husiness Instinet of the Prosi-
dent in calling the great lMtterateur to the
place. It will popularize the Presldent
with the vast army of pensioners, for
they will at onee discover that they now
have at the hend of the department one
who is in keenest sympatbhy with them,
Thiz 1s shown in the rollicking verse
which Poet Ware gave to the world when
the first enthosiastic surges of his poetlic
afflatus- pulsed through NHis braln after
Dewey's triumph at Manila and brought
forth such beautiful and appreciative
testimontal a= the following:

Uh, Dewey was the morning
Upon the first of May,

And Dewey was the Admiral
Down in Maniia Biy:

And Dewey wers the regent's eyes,
SThem'™ orbe of royal blue,

And Dewey feel dincournged T
I Dew not think we Dew

This is but a sample of -the roaring and
contagiou= verse which “lronquill” heas
given to the world. Its rhythms, its mel-
Hfluous cadences prociaim him the lau-
reate in fact. The President would have
had to hunt far before finding another

like him. He Is the President’s personal
selection. He *hould be crowned at
once,

Senator Hanna's Little Joker.
) Chicago Tribune.

Just before the hour had arrived to take
& vote in the Unlted Btetes Senate on the
ship subsidy blll, Senator Hunna offered
An amendment. " No notice had been given
by him thht he Intended to offer it It
was new matter. The amendment called
for discussion, but It could not be dis-
cusged. Debate had closid and was out
of order. The Benate Voted stolidly and
sdoptedd the amendment—not Ignorantly,
we fear, but with malice aforethought

Biriking ot superfluous words, the
amendment reads as follows:

Nothing conlalned in any act of Congress
shall be consirued to prevent any corporation
from operaiing 'any Interest In one of more
stsamahlp lles engaged In forelgn Commerce,

The only apparent purpoee of the provi-
ston iz to permit trunk lines operating be-
tween interior points and the seaboard—
between Chicago and New York, for ex-
ample—to obtaln the control of “one oOr
more'” ocean steamship lines and to make
compound rates from interfor points to the
other alde of 'the Atlentic. In this way
all lines od In [nterstate commerce
might dvade the law . da regards both land
and ocean trafic, TFortifted by SBenator
Hanna's amendment, If it ghall become
the law, the trunk ines will be enabled
to snap their fingers at the Interstate
Commerce Commisgion, =0 far as -all for-
elgn business is concernsd, and 0 per
cént of thelr eastbound traffic Is forelgn.

Besides thls, the amendment nullifles
pome of the provislons of the Bherman
antl-trust iaw for the benefit of the In-
dividuals or corporations engaged In trans-
Atlantic traffic. The great steamahip com-
panies are “pooling thair issues,” and
Congress \s asiked to sanction thelr action,

The consent of Congress, If given, will
be given by an amendment [ntroduced
when the time for debate was at an end,
and put through without explanation by
its author or Investigation by a single Ben-
ator. At this moment the true bearings
of Senator Hanna's amendment are con-
sidered apparently by few BSenators of
Representatives In Congress.

Toammany and Reform.
Brookiyn Eagle,

Balary
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Detafied kesper of the blanikets ..
we datalied Nowpers of the swesier
'm’ﬁ“l:llhd mnl tha hoes ......... 200
Before you make up your mind that the
prossnt administration is about as bad s
Tammany, just run y~ur eye over the
above ilst of oMce-holders. It Is mot a
Fusion lat. It is the schedule of the men
employed by President Haffen, of the
Bronz, to care for the wools in the base-
ment of his borough headquarters, Haffan
la almost the only mun on the late,Tam-
many ticket who was not submerged by
the reform wave. Las. year, when he
could get jobs for his followers down-
town, twp men tepded the tools in his
basement. Downtown ls hard plcking for
a Tammany man this vear, however, and
the faithful Haffen has subdlvided the
work and multipiled the pay by detalling
“keepers of the rakes” and other In-
geniously titled officlals. - Blnce the feed-
ing of the multitude In Galllee, nothing
like It has been known—outside of Tam-
many. That I= the kind of government
which we have emerged from. It Is the
kind of government some voters declare
they are ready to go back to—just be-
cause they do not Uke dry Sundaye.

Deltal

i\

To the Moon.
Bir Philip Sidney.
Wih how sad steps, O Moon, thog climb'st
the ekies!
How sliently, and with how wan a faca!
What, may it be that ¢'en In heavealy place
Tha: biay archer his sharp arrowa triea!
Sure, It that long-with-love-acquainted eyes
Can judge of love. thou feei’st o lover's cass,
T read it In thy looks; thy langulsh'd grace,
To ma, thatsfeel the ke, thy state descries
Then, #'en of fellowship. O Moon, tell me,
Is omatant love deem’d thers but want of
wit?
Are beaviles there as proud as here they be?
Do they above love to be lowed. and yet
Thoos lovers scorm whom that love doth pos-
P
Do they call wirtue, thers, ungratefulnesa?

Too Late 1 Stayed,
WhHilam Robert Spencer
Too late 1 stayed.—forgive the crime!
Ukheaded flaw the hours;
How noiseless falle the foot of Time
That coly treads on flowers!

And who, with clear acgount, remarks
The ebblogs of his glass,

When all its sands sre dinmond sparks
That dazsie ag they pars?

Oh, who to sobar measurement
Time's Bappy swiftness brings,
When birds of paradise have lent
Thelr plumage to his winge?

NOTE AND COMMENT.
Varicety is the epice of April wenther.

King Edward is stlll wearing his hat.

Soclety 15 certalnly golng to the dogs.

What a horrible thing that
would be In Kentucky.

Which same ls true of the bock bear.
Christmas comes but oaee o yoar,

water cure

There will be apother crop of sore He-
publlcans after Saturday,

The bunco man =till Cnds
Incomparable health resort,

Every dog bas his day, but unfortunate-
Iy every dog doesn’t have his prize,

Portland an

The Bryan Prezideniinl hoom svems to
be stalled for the present, at leasi

Jobs in the Russian Cabinet should be
accompanied by heavy Hfe Insurance poil-
cles.

Kipling has written an ode on the death
of Cecll Eh&lcs, Alfred Austin please
copy-

Our maritime prosperity s evidenced by
the number of barks In the Exposition
bullding.

Assassinology stems to be the chief
branch of learning pursued by the Russian
students.

Fuel and fcod are golng up, but clgar-
ettes will be cheaper, o the public need
not despond.

Perhaps Senator FHanna thinks the sov-
erelgn delegates will be as easy to whip
into lne a3 & bunch of paliry United
States Senators

It will save n lot of troubls about the
Geary DI i Congress will just extend the
halr-cut regulation that has been applied
Lto the poble red man to the ignoble Chi-
nee,

Five hundred tomperunce lociurers ara
to be turned loose on Chicago. Wicked
citles always did get ciught up with, from
the earllest times recorded Io the Scrip-
tures.

Dr. P. M. Rixey recalls that when Presge
Gent McKinley’s mother siat down for the
first t'me to n White House dinner, what
suemed to impress her most was the prodi-
gal supply of cream, and she eommented
on ita abundance, and then ndded: “Well
Willam.sat last 1 know what they mean
when they speak of the cream of sociery.™
The President laughed *T admil:'™ =ald
he, "“that there seems to an extruve-
gatit array of cream on the table, but you
know, mother, we can arord to keep a
cow, now."”

be

Ar, Richard Manafleld I not celebrated

for his lvely gense of humor, but this
serfovs cast of his mind does not prevent
him from occastonally indulging i a bit
of humor no less ¢njovable berause ulle
consciows. Recently, In comulocting a dress
rehearsal of a play in wiolch ovcurs o raln
woene, Mr. Mansfield and hls entire ¢om-
puny began coughing violenuy from &
skower of dust which suddeniy filled the
wings. “Stage rutn” v  genemally made
by the dropping of spllt pens in a drum
cylinder, and in this case there was an
instant suspiclon that the “rainbox™ hnd
not reecently been cleaned. But noae of

the stage hanils volunteered the Informa-
tion until Mr. Mansfleld flercely exclnimsed:
*] demand to know where this abominabie
anet comes [rom!™ Flaally ane of the
men, more courageou= thun his asso-
cintes, ventured the explan: “I think
it comgs from the ralnbox, *~And
ca-a-n"t you wash the rainT" ufred Me
Mans=nield in all seriousnees.

Hanging on the wali In the corridor of
the State Denartment at Washington s a
lite-size portrait of His Highness, the Ma-
shir Mohammed Essadek, Bey of Tunls,
Beneath the picture i8 the following in-
scriptton; “This portrait Is presented as
a souvenir of his friendship In November,
1868, by bis envoy, General Olman Hashem,
bearer of letiers of condplence on the &S
saselnition of Prestdent Lincoln and of
eongratulations for the ending of the
war.” Several ycars &sgo

this palnting
hung on the wajl of the room of un As-
sistant Secretnry of State, Immediately
back of his desk., One duy n messcnger
brought the Assistant Secretary’s lunch
and put it on the desk in front of him.
The Assisiant Secretary was buslly en-
gaged at the time, and did not want to ba
anpoyed, although he had instructed his
messenger to place His lunch on his desk
just st the moment he &ld,  Without a
word the officlnl pleked up the tray and
threw it over his head. A plece of ple
struck the painting and spotted It so that
It was necessary o call in an artlst to
retoyeh 1t.  The painting was then placed
in the corridor, where it has TE:
malned, out of the woy of pie,

since

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

She—1 want you to sq¢ my now plano the
next time you call. He wn o you expect
She—Oh, ia abott six months —Chi-

to get 1KY
cago Dally News

Belf-Centered —Teas— Yoo

S frald he loves sodie 0N

she's afrald i Yeheon?

e more

her. Jewn—So he does. T Jon=—
Jack.—New Tork Sun

Her Magnantmous Declaicn —**And so they
have made up their guurrel “Oh, yes! As
soon as she saw she was wrong she concludsd
10 acoept hi= apolosy. " —Fack.

Two Viewy “He's & wvery fast young
man.” “N at all*’ Fwldently you don't
kmow how he sprods money.” “Well I know

how He returna what boe borvows ' —Fhiladel-
phia Prest

An Explanation
your novel falled

—*¥Yau frankly confess that
because of 2 lack of literary

skl T ‘I do,” amswered the author. '“The
mhn wha wrote the advertisements wias neo
good,"—=Washington Htar,

Titlea —1. Give & Georgla durky a ““chaw"
of tobaceo and you're & Ceptaln. 2 Giys him

3. Poralyae
wmernl for Hie,
= and two s

s gquarter, you become s Colone
Eim with n dollar and you'se
4. Throw in an oid sult of cl

“drams’’ of corm lquor and ke ralses all his
children 10 call you “"Governur.” —Atlania Uon-
stitution.

In Eaglish A —Freshiclgh—Is It ever correat
e say “this “ere”? Mr. Scaplind (fArmiyl—
Never. Freshlelgh—Nor ““that str'** Mr. Suap-
lind (wenrily}—Never—aevur. Freshlelgh—Then,
it T have o cajd. | moetn't say, “Please closs

the window, as that alr hlows In e L
(Boapleigh miarks Freahleigh's last thoms F—
minoe i—Harvard Lampoon

Judge—You are charged with the ourder of

this than, ons who war ane of your most intl-
mate friends. Have you any x lo say i
defense? Prisonor—You s=e, it was this way,
Your Honor. He had been w a wvaudevilie
show, and be was about to tell me some of the
jokes he heard there Judge—You are dis-
chiurgesl, I have a friend who [frequents Lhe
vaudeville houssa Come am! sre me; corse an

often as you can.—Hoston Transript

Something to Tie ta—An ever-Indulgent fa-
ther had a soft whom he fondly Imisined had
the monesy-making instinct of s Morgan or a
Gould, so ho startad him o New Orle
Aperulate In ¢oitan, givie n substantiial
amount of cash for that . In the eourse
of a few daye he telegraphbod to the youny mdn
to ask how he was gettleg on.  The reply cams
that he was about even on oolton, but nearly
#20 ahead on polker. The father wired back:
“‘Drop cotton and stick to polter.” —Philadel-
ghis Times,
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