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THE REFERENDUM AMENDMENT.

The political conventions this year
will" be asked, no doubt, to declare
party opinion on the proposal to amend'
the constitution of Oregon so as to re-

serve to the people the power to pro-
pose laws independently of the Legislat-
ive Assembly, and to approve or reject
laws by direct vote at the polls. This
Is the system shortly called "initiative
and referendum." The two parts of it
are usually coupled together, though
not necessarily one, since referendum
may be had without direct initiative
from the people. Indeed, we have qual-
ified or limited referendum now. In
the submission of this proposal to
amend the constitution, and as often
as the location of a county seat, or any
ojther local matter, is submitted; to the
people of a county or municipality.

The referendum is a method which
would bring important matters of state
policy directly under discussion before
the people. It would tend powerfully
towards the suppression of legislation in
which individuals, groups and corpora-
tions have special interests Such leg-

islation now is often put through with-
out adequate discussion and without
the knowledge of the people. After the
close of a legislative session discovery
Is made that bills of very objection-
able character, designed in the main to
serve private, personal, partisan or cor-
porate interests, have been enacted into
laws; and very frequently clauses car-
rying such features are smuggled Into
bills, during their progress through the
Legislature, by interested parties. "We
have often witnessed such scandals of
legislation In our own state. The ref-
erendum would make this impossible.
No predatory measure could be carried
before the people. The legislative lob-

byist would be put out of business.
This method would also have the im-

mense advantage of disentangling is-

sues, by separating a .leading question
from the many minor questions with J

which it may be mixed. It would be
a great gain if any capital question
could be decided by the electorate on
Its own merits, on a direct and simple
issue. By the referendum the electorate
can render Its deliberate opinion upon
measures, Independently of men and of
parts' pressure, and can reject or ap-
prove a proposal without abandonment
of party connections, or danger of plac-
ing the government in other hands. If
the electorate is to judge policies, it
surely is less likely to err if it judges
them on a clear and distinct Issue. In
such a case it is most likely to act in-

dependently, and not at the dictation of
wirepullers. - All measures of Import-
ance would be subjected to fullest de-

bate before the people.
Experience shows that "cranky legis-

lation" need not be feared, as a conse-
quence of referendum. Contrary to all
expectations, as Henry Sumner Maine
shows in his book on representative gov-
ernment, and even to the bitter disap-
pointment not infrequently of the au-
thors of referendum. ' laws mistakenly
supposed of the highest. Importance,
eome of them openly framed for popu-
larity, have been vetoed by the people
after they had been offered to the elec-
torate. This result, as Maine explains,
is sufficiently intelligible. It is possi-
ble by agitation and exhortation to pro-
duce in the mind of the average citi-
zen a vague impression that he desires
a particular change. But when the agi-
tation has settled down on the dregs,
when the excitement has died away,
when the subject has been threshed out,
when the law is before him with all its
detail, he is sure to find much in it
that is likely to disturb his ideas, his.
habits, his prejudices or his interests;
and so in the long run he votes "No."

The referendum is an obstacle to too
much legislation; to surreptitious Jegis-latio- n;

to legislation in particular in-

terests; to partisan machine legislation,
and to boss rule. The dread of Innova--
tion, received as a first impression when
the change to this system is proposed,
will pass away upon examination of it.
It "has been found, to the confusion of
radical leaders, that the measures they
most prized have been negatived by the
electorate. Of course, there would re-

main a vast variety of legislative meas-
ures which it would not be deemed
necessary to submit to a direct pop-
ular vote. All plain and simple acts, or
modt of them, short, direct and easily
understood, would pass from the Legis-
lature directly to the statute book; but
the referendum would be ordered In all
cases where there was serious opposi-
tion or doubt; that Is to say, in those
very cases'which ought to receive widest
examination "Sifd Be subjected to most

searching discussion. Important legis-
lation would thus be lifted above the
schemes of interested persons, above the
dpminion of party or partisan leaders;
legislative Jobs would be minimized and
a .check nearly absolute would be put
upon profligate legislation.
, "These are some of the advantages.
The 'disadvantages are such, mainly, as
would be tirged by those who Habitually
seek benefits through the present legis-
lative system, and who object to re-

linquishment of existing opportunities.
The Oregonian believes that upon study
of the" subject by the people this amend-
ment will prevail; but it must be re-
membered that in this, as in all similar
cases, a majority of the electors yotrfig
at the particular electfoh, in which an
amendment is submitted, must be re-
corded for it. in order to carry it.

USELESS AND DISCREDITABL: dL

--The Senate committee on the Philip-
pines is not to be congratulated upon
its decision In favor of a bulHon-valu- e

dollar for the Philippine Islands. Noth-
ing good can be expected from this coln.x
which is almost certain to follow the
equiyocal and fatal path laid out long
ago by the similarly devised trade dol-

lar, and nothing satisfactory is deserved
by the committee's evident desire to pla-

cate the silver Senators who have hith-

erto opposed the Government's Philip-
pine policy.

The arrangement is a vicious compro-
mise between the gold standard pure
and simple and the free coinage pro-

posals of the silver party. It even falls
below the moderate proposals of Mr.
Conant. the Administration's competent
and wholly trustworthy currency expert
sent to the Islands for investigation and
report He advocated a dollar
to be maintained at 50 cents. This
worthy plan; however, was opposed

bankers in Manila and Hong
Kong, who manifest the same blind pre-

dilection ftfr the silver standard that In-

dian merchants so long directed with
success against the habituation of the
rupee.

Mr. Conant's proposal was. In a
smaller way, exactly along the lines of
the Indian Government's procedure, ex-

cept that our task would be lighter in
two ways. The volume of silver to be
cared for would be less, and while India
maintains her silver at the relatively
difficult ratI,o of 22 to 1, on a basis of
90 cents an- - ounce, Instead of $1 29 (15

to 1), the rupee's nominal value, or the
easier figure of 61 cents an ounce (32
to 1), Mr. Conant's scheme contemplated
a nt dollar, which would not ordi-
narily vary far from the present bul-
lion value of silver. Mexican dollars
sold at San Francisco Saturday at 44

cents. This is a quotation conveniently
below th proposed Cona"ht figure to
guard against undervaluation of the sil-

ver in the Philippine coin, yet not. so
far below as to impose upon the Phil-
ippine treasury any very formidable
burden.

The Senate's proposal is free coinage
morally, though not technically; for,
while the Gpvernment will coin what
Philippine dollars it needs on Its own
account, and not on private account, we
shall have the disagreeable and. demor-
alizing spectacle of United States silver
coins turned loose upon the world to
rise and fall with every fluctuation of
the markets, like the Mexican exilerand
the despised peso. "The Filipinos know,
and if they don't they will soon be In-

formed, thaffluctuating coinage, which
we will on no account tolerate for our-
selves, we consider good enough for
them. The apparent slight Is untimely,
in view of our recent high-hand- ac-

tion with the Philippine tariff bill.
To pursue the Senate proposal would

be to neglect! a golden opportunity to
establish In Asia the reputation that
a coin of the United States is worth
everywhere and always what it pur-
ports to be on Its face. The hoped-fo- r

benefit to our silver interests is too pal-
try for serious consideration. It makes
little difference whether American, Chi-

nese or Mexican mints supply the de-

based coinage requisite in the Philip-
pines. The silver consumed would be
the same in either case. This discredit
able coin, if Congress finally agrees to
it, will not cause the shadow of turn-
ing in the price of silver at any market
hi the world.

FIRST THE COLUBIBIA'S MOUTH.

The- - river and harbor bill, as It has
been prepared by the House committee,
appropriates for the Delaware River
$600,000, available for Immediate use,,
and a continuing appropriation of
?2,'400,000, a total of $3,000,000, which is
to be used in making a channel
to the sea. There is a similarity in the
position of Portland and Philadelphia
regarding river improvements in the re-

spect that both cities have expended
large sums o! money in Improving the
channel, wlilch rightfully should have
been expended by the Government. In
mentioning this phase of the matter the
Philadelphia Press says:

But Philadelphia ha always been willing to
help In this matter, and every dollar the cKy
has expended h.as been, like every dollar the
National Government has expended, for the
benefit of the wholo country. It Is not a
mere local Improvement. The city Is willing
to do more, and expects to. In the new loan
Just approved by he people provision Is made
for $400,000 for work on the rivers. It Is not
Improbable, that $500,000 or $600,000 may be
had from th6 state for the same purpose when
the next legislature meets. The state Is quite
as much Interested aa the city Is, and doubt-
less the last legislature would have made
an appropriation had not lack of money been
made an excuse. ,

Portland has followed out the -- work
of river Improvement on similar lines,
but, unlike Philadelphia, has never been
favored with state aid. The work of
this city on the Columbia River chan-
nel to the sea, even with Portland
money, has been, retarded and hindered
by the clamorings and misrepresenta-
tions of a few residents of Oregon
towns to such an extent that it is im- -
possible to secure aid from the state,
and difficulty has been experienced In
getting anything from the Government.
The Delaware River is a short, slug-
gish stream, carrying at its mouth" a
volume of water that is Insignificant in
comparison with that which the Colum-
bia sends seaward. Two hundred miles
from its mouth the Delaware is wander-
ing through a country that is easily
tributary to New York or, to Baltimore.

With the Columbia the case Is vastly
different Western Oregon and a few
of the richest counties in Washington
have no other outlet to the sea, and the
only other outlet afforded Idaho, East-
ern Oregon and Washington, la by a
roundaboutVoute over a high mountain
range. The mouth of the Columbia is
the only natural outlet for an empire
greater than that drained by any other
American river except the Mississippi.
Portland has spent thousands andhun-dred- s

of thousands of dollars in mfildng
'a channel, from thfe city to Astoria.
The channel has been Improved to such
an extent that 8000-to-n steamships come,
and go without delay, where 1000-to-n

vessels were grounding twenty years
i

ago.. Petty Jealousies and the vigorous
"knocking" of Puget Sound cities com-
pelled Portland to build and maintain
this channel to Astoria with her own
moqey.

But now the scene for action has
shifted. Chairman Burton, after a thor-
ough and .practical examination of the
situation, has decided that the improve-
ment at the mouth of the river Is para-
mount to all other projects in connec-
tion with the navigation of the stream.
As not only Portland, but every city,
town and hamlet In the Columbia Basin
will profit by the rem6val of the ob-

structions at the entrance from the
ocean, there is excellent reason to be-

lieve that the Government will appro-
priate sufficient money to give us a
channel from Astoria to the sea in keep,
ing with the channel from Portland to
Astoria. Any further Improvement on
the upper reaches of the river will be
of small help to us until the entrance to
the river is deepened quite materially.

REMBDY ALWAYS WITHIN REACH.

The Oregonian has always said and
now says that Cuba is entitled to gen-

erous treatment by the United States
in tariff matters. Yet after all Is said
and done there Is one complete remedy
for Cuba's Ills that Is always within
her reach. That remedy Is annexation

statehood.
Men with honorable Impulses like the

President, and other men with deep
sympathy for Cuba growing out of in-

timate relationship, like Governor Wood,
are apt to be carried In their enthusiasm
farther than Ihe facta will justify them.
We hear a great deal about our" pledges
to Cuba. Yet It would be difficult for
any sponsor for the Island to show
where any sledge, specific or implied,
was made to Cuba concerning low tariff
rates on. her sales to us. We made
one very distinct pledge, which, mis-

chievous and foolish as it was. we are
now trying to carry out. That was a
pledge of her Independence. But Inde-
pendence does not carry with it the priv-
ileges of independence and none of its
burdens, nor, on the other hand, the
benefits of annexation with none of its
drawbacks.

Everybody not an antl, or, what comes
to the same thing, an unreasoning en-

thusiast, knows that Cuba's natural
and Inevitable lot is part in the Ameri-
can empire. Annexation Is the best
thing for her and the best thing for ua
It will simplify our control of the Isth-
mus and the Caribbean Sea a strate-
gic end that is of no necessity or use
to Cuba, and it will earn for hefull
participation in the benefits of our cus-

toms union that great scheme of free
trade to which this Nation largely owes
its present prosperous condition.

The sole and simple reason why Cuba
Is not annexed Is found In the desire of
certain "patriots" and "statesmen"
there to strut their little day about in
the Insignia and emoluments of rule.
They want to be a "Nation?' Well,
let them. Let them be to us a foreign
country. If they want the benefits of
statehood, let them accept Its govern-
mental restrictiona The tail goe3 with
the hide.

Within limits we are under heavy ob-

ligation of honor to deal fairly with
Cuba. We have taken from her such
preferential access as she had to Span-
ish markets, we have refused to allow
her to exercise absolute Independence
In her .foreign relations, and we cer-
tainly should refuse to permit her to
accept part with or protection under
any other great power. Therefore, we
cannot treat her as stiffly as we would
if these limitations did not exist. We
are under some such moderate obliga-
tion as the ways and means commit-
tee proposes, perhaps concessions even
greater. But the Idea that she should
be treated as a child at the family table,
whither Porto Rico has gladly come and
the Danish Islands are coming. Is for-
eign to the fact She can have free
trade with the United States any time
she consents to annexation; and as no
humiliation or disadvantage will accrue
to her under that status than accrues to
Florida across the strait, she cannot
complain if her treatment fits her reso-
lution. ... .

'

THE ONION--, PAST AJfD PRESENT.
Among those to whom the cold

weather of the late Spring brought an-
noyance and anxiety are said to be the
onion merchants of the city, and such of
the onion-growe- rs of the country as
have not sold or safely stored the pun-
gent product of their onion fields.
Though a vegetable decidedly out of
favor with the fastidious, and with peo-

ple generally who take Its odor second
hand, so to speak, as borne upon the
breath of those who sit with them in
church, theater or street-ca- r It makes
the faot of its sacrifice to the human
appetite felt, the onion Is in reality a
royal" vegetable. If ancient lineage
counts for anything. Indeed, when it
comes to this, it is the peer of anything
In the garden, and it easily outranks
them all. The sorely beset children of
Israel, It will be renumbered, preferred
it J;o the heaven-sri- t manna, and,
dwelling upon Its appetizing odor in
imagination, became homesick for the
land of bondage. Rather would they
dwell for a season in the tents of the
wicked, with onions, leeks and garlic
for relishes, than to be doorkeepers In
the house of the Lord with manna as
the dally bill of fare and quail as a
special favor. With the ancient Egyp-
tians the onion was in hlghavor. The
strength diffused by it helped to rear
the mighty pyramids, the workmen that
wrought upon them consuming vast
quantities thereof and exemplifying by
the fruits of their hands in a remark-
able degree the fact that In "the onion
there is strength."

Apart from all this, however, and as
a matter of every-da- y knowledge and
experience, the onion is deeply rooted

n the gastronomic affections of man
kind. Nearly everybody loves the lowly.
pungent, appetizing thing. And, to jus-
tify this affection, science steps in and
tells us that the volatile oil of the
onion is exactly the same as in all
sweet-smelli- herbs and flowers; that
Is to say. 8" per cent of carbon to
114 per cent of hydrogen. Nature, It is
true, has slightly altered the arrange-
ment of the atoms In order to prevent
mistakes about the odor which might
prove embarrassing to the ardent swaln
who, In the twilight, in seeking to pre-
sent a rose to his lady love, might pluck
and present an. onion instead. Chemi-
cally speaking, therefore, the onion is
axbrother to the rose-- and a cousin to
tbr fragrant honeysuckle and the car-
nation. In the ranks of things that
make their presence known by their
odor. It holds its own with the best of
them.

All this from an esthetic point of
view. The practical value of the an-
cient esculent the fame of, which has
come down to us from the ages with
undiminished aromaf literally "'peel on
peel," is attested in hundreds of thou- -

sands of kitchens today, upon the fra-
grant air of which its odor Is unmis-
takably predominant. Wherever roast
goose Is served for Sunday dinner, the
onion enters into the feast. The soup
carries a hint of Its presence; and what
Is the lowly hash without It? White,
delicately seasoned, the boiled onion
forms a relish for the epicure; brown,
8 teaming, and reveling In Its own pun-
gent odor, it smothers the beefsteak
of the tired laborer, regales his appe-
tite and renews his sirength. Of an-

cient descent, standing, humbly but hon-
estly upon lts own merits, yielding an
honest livelihood to the industrious hus-
bandman, substantial Droflts to the mid-
dleman, and answering to an ardent
gastronomic affection of the masses, the
onion has not only a well-defin- place
In history, but a place
in the every-da- y life of mankind.

The killing of 17,000 birds accumulated
at Kansas City for the "sport" of
marksmen and the profit of powder-maker- s,

is advertised to come off early
In April. A like tournament was held
In Indianapolis two weeks ago, and the
pile of dead and mutilated birds that
resulted was a sight sickening to be-
hold. The News, of that city, says:
"We do not wonder that many men who
participate In this sport are ashamed
to shoot under their own names, and
that they refuse to let photographs of
the grewsome sights be taken." The
true sportsmen erf America are the de-
fenders of birds and game. These con-
testing shooters want their game caged
and delivered at the muzzle of their
guns. They do not even give the birds
as much chance for their lives as the
"pothunters" despised of all profes-
sional sportsmen do. Powder-make- rs

are, it is asserted, behind nearly all
of these wantonly cruel exhibitions of
marksmanship, and used their influence
to defeat .proposed legislation In New
York recently to prevent live pigeon
shooting. Certainly a more unmanly
"sport" than that of shooting birds let
loose from traps without a chance to
escape unwounded can scarcely be

The shipping subsidy bill Is running
a Republican gauntlet just now, and is
.being badly belaboredMn the operation.
A New York Bhlpowning firm writes of
It that "should the bill be passed In
its present form, we think American
shipbuilders might as well close up their
yards;" and it declares further that the
bill "will not only be a burden to the
sailing; ship, but have a tendency to
drive it from all foreign markets where
subsidized steamers trade." Represent-
ative Douglass, a Republican, who
comes from the Fourteenth New York
(city) District, and himself a shipowner,
Is altogether disgusted with the Frye
bill. He has prepared one of his own
which he says avoids Its errors. He
says the shipowners are not satisfied
with the Frye measure as it is, and that
there is no reason to expect an increase
of shipping from the subsidy. He will
oppose the measure in the House, and
protest, as a practical man, against Its
passage.

John G. McCullough and W. Seward
Webb, rich New Yorkers, who own
Summer homes in Vermont, were
avowed contestants for the Governor-
ship of that state until Fletcher D.
Proctor, the son oC United States Sen-
ator Proctor, consented to be a i candi-
date for those who wanted a bona fide
Vermonter. Dr. W. Seward Webb at
once withdrew from the contest, for he
knew that he would have to meet all
the Influence of Senator Proctor and he
could not afford to fight a losing battle.
The result will be the nomination of the
son of United States Senator Pro'ctor.
Dr. W. Seward Webb may thank" his
association with Percy Clement, of
Rutland, for the opposition offered by
Senator Proctor to his nomination. I
Clement has always been hostile to
Senator Proctor, and Proctor has there-
fore bowled out Clement's candidate for
Governor. Senator Proctor is a very
astute politician.

The young King of Spain Is In good
health, and will be crowned according
to law on his coming birthday, which
will be May 17 next, when he will be 16
years old, and, being then of age under
the .law, he will take up the rule and
his mother's regency will cease. The
young-Kin-

g is already 5 feet 9 in height,
and gives promise of being still taller.
He is bright, active, of amiable dispo-
sition, is a fine horseman, and at army
reviews frequently spends eight hours
In the saddle.

"And now," says the Salem Journal,
"The Oregonian is explaining the differ-
ences between the two factions at Port-
land." Mistake. The Oregonian Is not
trying to explain. It is not necessary
to explain. Everybody knows what the
difference is. Each faction wants to
ride the party horse, and the one that
has. been riding hitherto, time out of
mind, doesn't want to give the otherH
a turn.

A large number of the liberal tariff
opinions reprinted the other day from
the American Machinist came from
Ohio manufacturers; President McKIn-le- y,

doubtless, knew how strong a sen-
timent was behind him when he made
that speech at Buffalo.

Bankers generally are opposed to the
Fowler bill for currency reform dis-

concerting, by the way, to those finan-
ciers in Oregon and elsewhere who were
scandalized at it as a scheme wholly in
the banks' Interests.

John D. Rockefeller, Jr., likens the
church to a trust, which suggests that
possibly the Rockefellers are trying to
Introduce the newest business meth-
ods Into organized religious work.

The "Candidate in the Manger" Is the
characterization given a certain eminent
Democrat by the Kansas City Star In
a tone of complaint, and it is easy to
guess who is meant.

"Hungry Joe" is the title of an edi-
torial In the Brooklyn Eagle, which, "on

closer inspection, however, we find not
to be, as was feared, an attack on an
Oregon Senator.

Grandma Jones seems to be beaten
for in Arkansas. Yet some
profess doubt as to the existence of a
benign overruling Providence.

So the President has had to let Evans
go. Dear, dear! This is an east wind.

Fnslon That Did Not Avail.
New York World.

A fusion that fuses is one thing; a
fusion that falls Is quite another. In
Nebraska and throughout the entire west
with the exception of four insignificant
eage brush states or mining camps, the
attempt to unite the Democrats and popu-
lists has resulted in defeat and discredit
to both.

MILITARISM IN GERMANY- -

London News:
The debates in the Reichstag 'on the

military estimates give the SociaTDemo-cra- ts

an opportunity of again bringing
before the

"

House the subject' of the
of soldiers. It must be ad-

mitted that the cases disclosed 'by Her-re- n

Bebel and Kunert, supposing that
they can be authenticated, cast a glar-
ing light upon the condition of things ex-
isting in this military state. Herr Bebel
made the following statement: A non-
commissioned officer at Breslau on a
certain Sunday morning tore the buttons
off a private's coat and made him stand
in bathing drawers while ho beat him
on the head with his trousers. He then
cut the seams of his clothes till they
were in pieces, and ordered him to sew'
them up again and to dress in full
marching order. Later, he. again cut his
clothes and made him sew them up a
second time. This fellow was finally
found guilty of 63 cases of
In 200 cases he had boxed men's ears
or struck them with the flat of a sword.
For all this he received only nine mqnths'
imprisonment and degradation. In an-
other caso an officer who had caused a
soldier's death by received
only one year and seven months' im
prisonment with degradation. Ir set
anothed case, at Stettin, a

officer was charged with ninety-seve- n
cases of He- - was de-

graded and sent to prison for eight
months a comparatively light punish-
ment At Oldenburg a
officer was proved to have committed 100
cases of assault, etc. He ordered Cor-
porals to throw themselves down on
the grass and to eat It like cattle. It
is almost Incredible that the men obeyed,
but had they not done so they would
have been severely punished for Insub-
ordination. A private in a rifle battalion
appeared unshaven. His

officer shouted at him. "You pig,
I'll shave you." He took hl3 penknife
out of his pocket and tore and pinched
off the hair. While this was going on
a Sergeant camo in and said. "You must
do as I did." He proceeded to light a
match, and then held it burning undor
the man's chin and cheeks. A Captain
received three months' detention in a
fortress for 63 cases of one
of them being a grossly Immoral of-
fense. Such crimes in the army are ex-
ceedingly leniently treated, and when
superior officers are concerned thoy are
generally pardoned.

'The Socialist member Kunert mentioned
two cases In which two soldiers met their
deaths In consequence of
while bathing. One man was held under
water for a long time, and was hurt in
such a way that he took tho first oppor-
tunity to commit suicide. A man In a
fusilier regiment was killed by blows on
the breast with the butt end of a rifle.
It was undoubtedly a case of manslaugh-
ter. The case may be remembered of
Captain Count Stolberg-Wernlgerod- e, who
first Insulted a Sergeant with the basest
of Invectives," then boxed his ears, and
Anally stabbed hkn. The army doctors
regularly report that has
had nothing to da with such deaths. In-
discipline on the part of privates is pun-
ished very differently from that of the
noncommissioned officer. If a soldier ill- -
treats a horse he is sentenced to nine
months' Imprisonment. A noncommis-
sioned officer who gave a soldier two
boxes on the ear got 13 days under arrest
A man who had scratched on his chair the
words: "Long live work, freedom, equal-
ity and fraternity!" received six months'
imprisonment for manifesting Social Dem-
ocratic tendencies. The serious excesses
of officers are hardly punished at all.
Prince Wrede, who, on Christmas night.
In a rollicking fit, went through the quiet
streets of 'Bamberg preceded by the mili-
tary band, was placed under arrest for
one day. Three reserviots, who, In a
drunken fit, threshed a gendarme, got 15
years' hard labor, this offense being more
severely punished, as Here Kunert polnt- -

,ed out, thai)' is the impaling of a man
in tne uerman colonies, xnc speaKer end-
ed by drawing attention to the increasing
number of suicides' in the German Army.
Last year there were 235 such cases.

On behalf of the War Office, it was
that cases In which superiors had

been punished for the of
subordinate, numbered In 1S99 only 5S7.
This alone Is significant

Finally, Herr Kunert was called to or-
der for lesermajeste. He spoke of a" tele-
graphic order which the German Emperor
during the Chinese expedition had sent to
Count Waldersee ordering him to attack
the Chinese collected on the Great Wall.
Arrant dllletantlsm, declared the Deputy,
made Itself felt not only in art. science
and naval affairs, but also In military
strategy.

Some Remarkable Prophecies.
, New York World.

Wendell PhIUIp3 prophesied Marconi.
On July 2S. 1S65, speaking In Music Hall
tq school children, be said:

I expect It I live 40 years, to seo a tele-
graph that will send messages without wire
both ways at the same time.

Marconi's performances do not quite
realize that prediction, but they approach
it and the 40 years will not have passed
until Jujy 2S, 1903.

History records not a few of such
clairvoyant utterances. In 17S9 Erasmus
Darwin wrote a poem in which these two
lines are found;
Soon shall thine arm, unconquered steam, afar
Drive the slow barge and drag the rapid car.

This was 11 years before the first steam
tug apeared on tho Forth and Clyde
Canal, and nearly a quarter of a century
before the first locomotive was seen on
rails. In one of Marlowe's plays,
"Tamburlalne the Great'' the Suez Canal
was anticipated and described nearly
three centuries In advance of Its construc-
tion.

Patterson, the founder of the Bank of
England, In a letter written almost at
the close of the 17th century, predicted
the control of the Isthmus of Darlen by
the people of this country and their ac-
quisition of Cuba and Hawaii. Patter-
son's prophecy concluded as follows:

Stationed thus In the middle, on the east and
on the west sides of the JCew World, the
mericana will form the most potent and
singular empire that has appeared, because
It will consist not In the dominion of a part
of the land of the globe, but to the dominion
of tha whole, ocean.

This recalls a later prophecy of New
York's great Senator Seward, who lnlS56
declared that the last European power
"will withdraw and disappear from this
hemisphere within half a century." Since
that date Russia, France, Spain and Den-

mark have ceased to be American powers.
Only Great Britain remains, and the ful-
fillment of Seward's forecast Is not due
till 1905.

The Army Greatest Victory.
New York World.

Of all the victories won in the field by
the army created for the war of 1S9S, none
reflects upon It such credit as its triumph
In the campaign against disease. Of that
triumph the War Department reports
particulars which almost stagger belief.
The Army took charge of Havana when
deaths were occurring at the rate of
21.252 per year. Now with a larger popu-
lation, they are but 5,720 per year. Small-
pox, which had been for years epidemic,
is entirely stamped out, yellow fever
practically; so.

The Dream of Home.
Who has not felt how sadly sweet

The dream of home, the dream of home.
Steals o'er tho heart too soon, too fleet.

When far o'er sea or land we roam?
SunUght more soft may o'er us fall.

To greener shores, our bark may come;
But far more brlrht, more dear than all.

That dream of home, that dream of home.

Ask of the sailor youth when far
His light bark bounds o'er ocean's foam.

What charms him most when evening's star
Smiles o'er the wave? To dream of home.

Fond thought of absent friends and loves
At that sweet hour around him. come;

His heart's best ioy, where'er he roves
That dream of home, that dream of home.

Thomas Moore.

NERVE OF CRIMINALS.

Pittsburg Dispatch.
Nerve is the distinguishing trait of suc-

cessful crooks. Green goods men, bunco
steerers. confidence operators, board bill
jumpers, lqebox inserters, bank robbers
and bucketshop proprietors pry money out
of their vfcthns, using sublime assurance
as a Jimmy and the slippery tongue as
gum shoes.

The French furnish the most artistic
thieves, the Italians the most subtle, the
English the most determined, and the
Americans the most effective. All kinds
have a bronzy-braze- n, impressioniess and
unimpressionable, guarantecd-to-last-a-llfe-tlm- e,

90.4 per cent, gold cheek.
Within a year there was invented in

"Paris an especially fine and
safe, with all the best inventions, attached,
and a few new ones added. It had a time-loc- k,

and a changeable
at will, and a patent automatic burglar
alarm and a quadruple door. If similar
safes had not been broken into before, this
particular safe would have appeared bur-
glar proof, and bond-proo- f, and persuasion-
-proof, and and
proof against even the best efforts of the
owner, though he held the thread to the
maze. But such safes have been cracked
Bayly-enoug- h, and so this latest and best
shekel-guaTd- had been treated privately
to a few secret recipes, the effect of
which, It was claimed by the seller, would
cause the safe to reach out and seize any
person who approached It with dishonora-
ble Intent, choke him vigorously, shake
him into submission, then slide out from
its cavernous interior a little writing
desk whereon, under penalty of severe
physical punishment, the delinquent would
be forced to sign a written confession.
After that? the snaTed sinner would have
his photograph taken automatically and
he would be undressed, searched and
measured by the Bertillon system; then
the police would be rung for. It was a
good safe.

Two Persian dandies with pointed and
perfumed beards and peg-to- p panties came
in to buy a safe. The safemaker showed
them the wonders of the
financier's friends, explaining Its Idiosyn-
crasies and digestive peculiarities with
tho Intimate knowledge of the family phy-
sicians. The dandles were impressed, and
said they'd either come again or send
word. "What Is your: address, mes-
sieurs?" said the exhibitor.

"The Little Lambs' Hotel," responded
the gentlemen, twinkling all over. The
Little Lambs' Hotel 13 the most notorious
thieves' kitchen in Paris, or the world.

Musollno, the modern Robin Hood of
Italy, who was recently captured, escaped
capture during his dozen years of out-
lawry as much through his boldness as
through his cunning. He was psychologist
enough to know, like Hotspur, that safety
Is to be plucked out of danger, to grasp
the nettle firmly, etc. The whole Italian
army was out after him. Once they
tracked him Into a big grove and sur-
rounded It on all sides but one. They
planted some sharpshooters in ambush on
that side so as to nail him when he came
out But he climbed Into one of the first
trees he came to and waited till the sol-
diers became convinced that in some mys-
terious way they had lost him for the
hundredth time.

The next day he wrote a note to the
officer who had been In command:

"Sir: I cannot compliment you upon
the behavior of your soldiers. I reviewed
them yesterday from a comfortable tree
In which I was seated, and not one of
them had the politeness to look up and
saluto me. Yours truly.

"GIUSEPPE MUSOLINO."
' Another Italian bandit. Rosario Buffa-Hn- o,

recently escaped frcm prison and
sent a letter to a Sicilian newspaper in-
forming the world that he had Just been
elected chief of Lodge 14 of the Victor
Emanuel Order of United Brigands, and
that he intended to take charge and bc-jl- n

business n New Year's day, 1302: In
cas-- the editor did not care to give place
In his "V6Ice of the People" column to his
communication, Sig. Buffallno inclosed a
money-ord- er "to pay for the insertion of
the missive as an advertisement among
the JperBonals." He did begin business on
New YeaT's day, 1S02C

An English burglar escaped from the
Wadsworth Jail last November. He went
Into the warden's sitting-roo- on his way
out and wrote on the slate which was
used for orders for the nlghtwatch a
story which he evidently wanted to be
submitted to the papers for publication.
His headline was:

"An Expert Burglar."
The story ran as follows:
"Great was the surprise and astonish-

ment In Wadsworth prison this morning
when It was ascertained that an old stager
had worked his way through two feet of
brick work by means of a knife which he
had cheated the wardens of cleverly when
they were collecting the tools." On the
other side of the slate was a picture of a
convict climbing over a wall, and written
beneath, "Liberty is sweet"

Another Englishman picked a valuable
book out of the front counter of a second-
hand book store In the Strand, walked to
the rear with it, where the proprietor
was seated, and sold It to him.

Two Americans appeared before the Ca-

nadian House of Parliament last February
with a big camera and credentials from
two prominent Illustrated papers one
English and one American. They re-
quested to be allowed to take a picture" of
the assembly. Members in the cloakroom
were called Into their seats, and every-
body dropped his paper to look dlgnlfled-l- y

Into the camera. One of the photog-
raphers went to the far side of the hall
to survey the situation, while the other
concealed his head beneath the black
hood. Just before the man at the ma-
chine said "Ready," his partner qnletly
lowered In the space at the back of the
statesmen a large white cloth bearing the
words: "Use Suckerers for tho Cigarette
Habit and Your Lazy Liver."

The photograph of the Canadian Parlia-
ment has been distributed through every
colony of his Gracious Majesty, Edward
VII. It Is a splendid advertisement

Dlagnfltn Even Protectionists.
Washington Post

We know of no other cause of dlsgrun-llemc- nt

In the Republican party so likely
to result In Its demoralization and de-

feat as its palpable and persistent abuse
of protection. Insistence upon the abso-
lute sacredncss of the DIngley schedules.
In face of overwhelming proof that
some of them are serving no other pur-
pose than to promote monopolistic extor-
tion, is so lnsupportably offensive to con-
sistent protectionists that they have
ceased to make any attempt to excuse It
The area of discontent Inside the party is
increasing day by day.

-

Americans Must Foot the Sill.
Philadelphia Ledger.

That Is a very magnificent offer which
the American tobacco trust makes In
order to gain a market In England
namely, to sell Its goods practically at
cost for four years, and, besides this, to
distribute a bonus of $1,000,000 a year
among the retail dealers handling its
goods. Its American customers are ex-
pected to be so dazzled by the splendor
"Of this example of American enterpriser
that they will fail to see that they must
pay for It.

Crossing; the Ilnr.
Alfred Tennyson.

Sun3e-an- d evening star.
And one clear call for me!

And may there be no moaning of the bar,
When I put out to sea.

But such a tide as moving seems asleep,
Too full for sound and foam.

When that which drew from out the boundless
deep

Turns again home.

Twilight and evening belt.
And after that the dark!

And may there be no sadness of farewell.
When I embark.

For tho from out our bourne of Time and
Place,

The flood may bear me far,
I hope to see my Pilot face to face

When I have crest the bar.

NOTE AND COMMENT.

Hurrah for- - -- !

The sorehead fuses; the voter refuses.

Let us now proceed to kick about the
price of meat

Ah! June, why art so far away?
Speed, speed, and bring, election day!

As yet no party has made a nomination
to please the Chlno-Amerlca-

How manfully, yet how vainly some men
struggle to resist the nominations that are
being thrust upon them.

Let the Prohibition candidates remember
that the saloon men will not sell beer by
the barrel for campaign purposes.

The curfew tolls the knell of parting day.
The lowing herd is In a dreadful flx.

Because farmhand and ploughman are away
Sown at the store, discussing politics.

By shifting around the Prohibitionists
manage in the course of a few years to
nominate every man in the party for every
office on the ticket.

I want to be the Governor,
And cannot understand

Just why the stupid delegates
Won't vote as I have planned.

Keep your ears open for the next two
months, and you will hear some of the
finest things In the way of promises that
were ever uttered by mortal tongue.

When I was a lad to school I went.
And a dime for a fine new slate I spent,
I used that slate from morn to night.
To play with the thing was my delight.
In fact, so skilled I became with the slate
That they now have made me a. candidate.

"So far as we have heard any opinion
expressed," Is the assurance of the Bur-
lington (Vt) Free Press (Rep.), "the ac-

tion of Senators Proctor and Dillingham
In voting against the ship subsidy bill In
Its existing form :s fully sustained by
opinion in this state."

For the fiscal year 1S01 the total Imm-
igration Into the United States was 463,237,

against only 217.7S6 In 1S0S the Inrush
having more than doubled In volume dur-
ing the past three years. In the first two
months of the present calendar year ar-

rivals at New York number over 4S.00O, as
compared with 35,500 during the same time
last year.

An unusual development In railroad econ-

omy Is the planting of trees to establish
a supply of timber for ties, posts and
other purposes. The Boston & Maine
road recently bought 10,000 catalpa sap-

lings to be planted this Spring upon va-

cant lands owned by the company. Some
chestnut and black walnut will also be
started. The Illinois Central road will at
the same time plant 110,000 catalpas on
land of the company near New Orleans for
similar purposes.

Oliver Cromwell's daughter, Frances, In
1657. married Robert Rich, grandson of
the Earl of Warwick. Young Rich died
within three months. The memoirs of
Lady Warwick, recently published, in
cludes a letter from Lord Warwick who
had strongly disapproved of the execution
of narles I, to Cromwell. Warwick says
that his oppressed mind "only remembers
your lordship's many weighty and noble
employments, which, together with your
prudent, heroic and honorable manage-

ment of them, I do here congratulate, a3

well as my grief will give me leave. Oth-

ers' goodness Is their own; yours Is a
whole country's, yea, three kingdoms', for
which you justly possess Interest and re-

nown with wise and good men."

During tho 10 year3 between 1S90 and
1900, 3.7M.000 foreign Immigrants landed in
the "United States. Nevcrthless, the fol-

lowing states of the country had fewer
foreign inhabitants at the end of the 10

years than they had In 1890: Alabama,
Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Maryland, Mich-

igan, Missouri, Nevada, Ohio, South Caro-

line, South Dakota, Tennessee and Wis-

consin. The following states had sub-

stantially the same number of foreign-bor- n

hihabltants In 1900 as In 1S90: Arkan-

sas, Delaware, Georgia, Mississippi. Utah,
Vermont and Virginia. In the whole
country the increase in the number of
foreign-bor- n Inhabitants In 1900 over 1S90

was only 1.100,000, against an Increase of
nntlve-bor- n Inhabitants in the same period
of 12,100.000.

Every one Is familiar with the rooster
ns an emblem of victory in the ranks of
the Democratic party, but few persons
know tho origin of this peculiar symbol.
A group of Democratic Congressmen were
talking over this subject In Washington
the other 'day, when Representative Clay-

ton, of Alabama, offered his theory.
"Years ago," said he, "out In Indiana

there was a Democratic editor named
Chapman. The campaign was dull, and
It looked as if the Democrats were certain
to lose. In the midst'Ot theu depression
the Democratic candidate f6r Governor
appealed to the party managers. 'Tell
Chapman to crow,' he said, and Chapman
crowed so lustily in his paper and claimed
victory so confidently that the Democrats
woke up and won the election. The mes-

sage, however, got Into the bands of the
Republicans, and they used the words
'Crow., Chapman, crow,' In every speech
upon the stump. After the election there
was only one thing for the Democrats to
do. They had to crow again, and the pic-

ture of the rooster In the act of crowing

became the emblem of a victorious cam-

paign."

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

No Rescue. Mag She's goln ter marry da
feller dat Jumped off ae srooKiyn Dnage.
H2Well, he won't And no tugboat waltln
ter pick htm up after dls Jump! Puck.

Feminine Pinpricks. Elderly Spinster Ah,
dear Julia, you can't Imagine how I dread to
think of my 40th birthday! Julia Why, dear?
Did something very unpleasant happen then?

Punch.
Church When you see a fellow In an auto-

mobile. wUh s. fur coat, fur gloves, a mask
over his eyes and nose, and a leather cap,
what would you say? Gotham Why, I would
say he was dressed to kill. Tonkers States-
man.

Made a Difference. She I can't possibly get
my gown for less than $175, dear. He But
there's Mrs. Rounder. I'll bet she doesn't
pay any such price. "But her social position
Is so much more secure than ours." Life.

An Ideal Church. Mrs. Jfewcome Tea, our
new house Is delightful, and there's such &

nice church right near It. Mrs. Mooven In-

deed? What denomination? Mrs. Newcome
I declare I don't know, but the pewa are po
arranged .that you can see every one who
comes In without the slightest trouble. Phil-
adelphia Press.

A n bishop was once Just starting
on a railway Journey from Cheater station,
when the station master came up to him and
said, referring to his luggage. ''How many
articles are there, my lord?" "Thirty-nine.- "

was the reply. "I can only find 16," answered
the other. "Then." said the blahop. "you
must be a Dissenter!" Glasgow Evening
Times.

Willing to Oblige. "Yes, I like yon very,
much. George." said the fair girl with th
fluffy hair, "but I really couldn't think of
marrying you." "Why not. darling?" queried
George. "Because we could never be happy
together," she replied. "You know I always
want m own way In everything." "Oh. that
will be all right," replied the crafty George.
"After we are married you can keep right on
wanting it as far as I am. concerned." Chi-
cago Dally News.


