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THE STRENGTH OF THE WEST,

In the course of n talk before the
Business Men's League at Chicago last
week Becretary Show summed up with
admirable brevity and force the ma-
terial facts which go to llustrate the
etrength of the West. Hs pointed out
that the states formed of the old North-
west Territory and the territory an-
nexed after 18031 gre pre-eminently the
great wealth-producers of the Nation
The West, which had no commerclal or
political standing a hundred years ago,
now produces 8 per cent of the gold,
sllver and copper output of the United
Btates, 76 per cent of the ifrom, 76 per
cent of the ceremls, 65 per cent of the
swine, T8 per cent of the sheep, §0 per
cent of the milch cows, and 60 per cent
of ali other cattle. This Iz the raw ma-
terial, but Minneapolis alone manufac.
tures 16,000,000 barrels of flour per an-
num, and Elgin 3,000,000 pounds of but-
ter. Chicago sends eastward over her
rallroads 15 tons of provisions every
hour, and the West sends forward by
lake 150,000,000 bushels of grain every
Yyear. The Detroit river floats four
times as much tonnage as the Suex
Canal, representing In number of ves-
sfls & commerce equal to that of Lon-
don, Liverpool and New York combined,
In a singie year the states carved out
of the Loulsisna _Purchase produce
grain to the value of $344,961,183, and
the people who inbabit them hold real
&nd personal property to the value of
B2,500,000,000.

This s a prodigious showing, truly;
but It does not ghow the whole story of
the strength of the West, for s verny
bighest element, the spirit of the West-
ern people, is an asset which cannot be
daclared in figures. The material facts of
the West are vastly imposing, and noth-
ing could be pininer than the story they
tell of courage, cnergy, the will to do
and the =kill to do. But the West has
something more than this, nemely, the
force which comes from the eplrit of |
universal aspiration and hopefulpess
#All that !s best and most hopeful in
American life and character 9 In and of
the West. Whoever will study those
phases of the life of the West which le
apurt from materialities will ind much
10 pleass If not to surpries him. The
vital strength of the people, thelr ro-
bust patriotism, thelr universal ambi-
tion for efucation in its liberal as well
&8 its practical forms, the eagerness of
the youth of both sexes for culture of
the higher scrt—thess things to the
mind of every careful ohserver are as
significant of the strength of the West
fa the colossal figuree which measure
its Industrial and productive achieve-
ments.

There is & school of criticlsm, mainly
regardful of conventiomal forma, which
affects to smeer at the West. It 1a &
school which draws it mood and lis
ptandards from the life and forms of
the older waorid. Its character is &
product of imitation rather than of orig-
nal or native development; and its
mpirit s that of conformity rather than
that of a eelf-respecting Independence.
It has no sympathy with the hopeful-
ness and the enthusiasm of the West.
It has oo experience by which it ean
understand sand interpret ths free and

jndependent habdit of thought In the
West, no largeness of mind by whish it
may recognlze force as distinet from
mere formalism. It shrugs its shoul-
ders at the earnestness of the West; it
mmiles at its patriotic optimlsm, and
in a maultitude of ways It manifests
its contempt for the traits which rest
upon these things and for the social
frankness which grows out of them.
It has not the wit to see that the most
wholesome forces of American Jife and
the American system—the forces which
have made the fortune of the country
and wkhich command for It the world'e
consideration—find the springs of their
life In the West.

There is, Indeed, a sort—and a wvery
manifest and impressive sorit—of great.

ness In the materialities so graphically
presented In Secretary Shaw's address
to the Chicngo merchants, but if this
were all that the West could boast it
would be pltitul enough, Bavagery,
plavery and tyranny may have their
material achievements and triumphs
1t te not wholly by much corn, by many
cattle, by tons-welght of 1iron or
pounds-weight of gold that the strength
of a country s manifest. For when all
is tald, what significance attaches to the
expansion of indusiry, to the growth
of towns, to the multiplication of com-

no moral and mental progress? By the
last test as by the first, the great West
proves {ts strength.

THE DEMAND FOR LAND.

In Oregon last year there were orfg-
Inal bomestead entries for 044168 acres
of public land. In but three other
states of the Ualon were entries for
more Iland made—in North Dakota
1,199,115 acres, In Washington 764,712
acren, and In Nebraska 656,906 acres.
Oklahoma Territory beat every record
with applications for 1,743,723 acres, but
the reason for this ls well known. The
Oregon increase over the previous year
was about 50 per cent, Wasekington
ebout 0 per cent, Okinhoma about 2
per cent. Nebraska's increase Was A
Hitle more than 50 per cent, but North
Dakoln actually feli off about 750,000
acres, In Idaho, 341,378 mcres werep en-
tered, being an ncreass of nearly 18 per
cent, and in California the entries were
28514 ncres, or less than 10 per cent
more than those of the previous year
The homestead entries for the whole
United Siates last year were for 8,437,275
acres, and the wyear before 5478409
acres, In 1891 the area homesteaded
was [,040.391 acres

The demand for Government land In.
creases us the avallable area dimic-
ishes, and the flood of nomestead appli-
catlons speaks of the eagerness of the
people 2o acquire lund suitable for
homes. Oregon and Washington make
a notable showing in this regard. In
1897 but 184,088 acres of Oregon land
was gntered for homesteads, and 212,084
acres in Washingtonn. In no other state
or territory has the advance been so
greal since.that time. It meane an in-
crease of home-buliding by American
citizens—for mnone other can take
homesteads—ard the land office ligures
since the close of the last fiscal year
show no sign of abatement in the de-
mand for homesteads.

More land was taken for other pur-
pores than homes—at least by other
methods than bomestead—than Was
entered for homesteads, but this does
not bear immediately upon the occu-
pation of the wild areas of the siate. |
The Government dJdisposed of §95.663
acres In Oregon, 988039 acres in Wash-
Ingion, and 885422 acres In Idaho, not
counting withdrawals for rallroad se-
lettlione. By far the larger part of this
was timber land, and was taken under
the timber and stone act. This means
a Uvely lumbér Industry In the years
to come, and It is importent to the state,
These figures bring two facts promi-
nently forward—the land hunger of the
people s increasing, and the movement
for new land is distinctly to the Pacific
Northweet. Though abuses of the land
laws sometimes oecur, it may well be
belleved that the rush for homesteads
is a powerful factor in opening the
country, and that the general effect is
good. The wilderness may be charming
to the mountalneer or poet, but it Is of
small value to the state, and rational
methods of opentng the country to set-
tiement and productivily will bring
great bemefit to the commonwealth, It
is easy to sit by a city fireside and
question the motives of land applicants
but he who setties on & backwoods
cinim and complies with the law to get
title is not overpald, no matter how
valuable his clalim may prove to be
Homesteaders areg of the stuff that
gives character to a country they make
it seif-rellant and independent

Thess ptates of the new Northwem
are Increasing rapidly in all the ele
ments of commercial and soclal prog-
resa. We have so long been accustomed
to doubting our awn sadvancement that
it is refresbing to Yun acrosa these un-
impeachable evidences of materia
growth. The merits of this country are
becoming known abroad, apd people are
eoming here to better their conditiom
and augment the glory of the common-
wealth.

A RETTRN TO FIRST PRINCIPLES.
Let thogse who think and sorrow over
the thought that we, as a Natlon and
as Iindividuals, have forsaken the
straight and narrow path which our
forefatbers trod, take courage. Evi-
dence to the contrary is accumulating.
But now a magistrate in a New Jersey
Police Court ordered six boys, who had
committed a depredation apon property
and who were too young to be semt to
jail without scandal, to be soundly
spanked In open court by two stalwart
policemen, who performed the task
thoroughly: and now comes the state-
ment that a jury o Hopkinsville, Ky.,
recently held a season of prayer after
retiring to dellberate upan the evidence
adduced, before wventuring to ballot
upon the verdict. A life was in the bal-
ance, and, after solemn and prayerful
dellberation, the criminal was sentenced
to elghtesn years' confinemen: In the
penitentiary. Let us take heart of grace.
The old-fashloned |deas and practices
upon which the fathers of the Republie
were brought up are being revived.
Perhaps the "ducking stool” will wyet
return to iis mission of ellmicating
from the community the commou scold,
or mayhap the boy be brought to pen-
ance for spltting about the house—sure
precursors of the street-spitting habit—
which has become almost a Nationa! |
#in. With spanking as punishment for
juvenile offenders, and prayerful jurors
anxious to discharge a sacred duty
with justice to all concerned, who shall
doubt that the strong pap upon which
the forefathers were brought up, and
which they @n turmm provided Tor
the moral sustemance of thelr children,
is again being brewed? :

POLITICAL ABSURDITY AFIELD.

The soclalistic element In the state Is
somewhat more nolsy this Spring than
it has heen heretofore, having already
come forward W several counties with
conventions, nominations and resolu-
tions In which itz pecullar ideas on
governmental matters are July set
forth. This does not necessarily imply
that wsoclalists are more numercus
than tn some former years, but rather
that, emboldened by conditions that
seam to favor an Expression of thelr
doctrines, they bave spoken out
through political channels that are open
ellke to the crank, the reformer, the
political econgmist and 8 wide interme-
dinry made up of place-seekers and
vote-gettorm

Combinations of wealth, explolted by
financiers and dominated to & greater or
less extent by greed, which Is at once
the incentive and outgrowth of unilm
ited power, have furnished this handful
of malcontents calling themmelves So-
ciallsts with & sultable text for a wild
sermon on Governmental ownership of
property, Including “trusie™ These
last it disposes of with a grand sweep
of the platform pencll, saying: “The
remedy is for the Government to take
peaceful possession of the trusits and
run them in the Interest of the people.”

modities, if with these things there be

There {a, of course, no argument with

which & proposition of this kind can be
met. Its very absurdity puts It outside
the pale of common consideration and
leaves It there. The same may be sald
of the further declaration of the Marion
County Soclalistle platform that “as
labor produces all the wealth, we are
In favor of the laborer possessing all
the wealth which he produces by bis
own labor." Labor, by this deciaration,
or in so far as this declaration reaches,
is shormm of all consistency, all dignity,
all equity, and poses under it with bare-
handed arrogance and Iludictous as-
sumption of power. When men with.
out experience in the Ilarger affairs of
iife assume the role of directors of In-
dusiry and dictators of Governmental
poliey, they may naturally be expected
to make absurd statements of thelr
views. But really, in this instance they
have gone 8o far a8 10 cause some ques-
tlon as to how far political absurdity
can go and still boldly appear before
the publlc arking indorsement at the
polle,

-

THE PRIMARY EL®CTION MOVE-
MENT.

It is generaily conceded today, after
trial, that the Australian ballot sys-
tem affords the best method yet devised
of votlng at popular elections. It has
been adoptad ln modified forms by all
stater of our Unlon save two, On the
original reform ballot used in Auvstralin
the names of the candldates are printed
without mny party designation what-
over; nominations being made by petl-
tion without intervention of caucus or
convention. Two states have refused to
adopt the Australinn ballot reform,
namely, S8outh Carolina and Texas, and
only four states have adopted the Aus-
tralian ballot system In (e original non-
pariisan form, namely, Alabama, Flor-
ida, Misslmsippi and Virginia. In Ala-
bama, Florida and Mississippl, while
the names of the candidates are printed
on the Dballote without party des-
ignation, the American method of nom-
inating candidates hy partisan cau-
cuses, conventions and primarles is fol-
lowed, but in \'lrnni‘ we have the Aus-
trallan method pure and simple,

The advanced primary election, by
socret bailot, is practically a recurrence
to the original Australlan ballot, which
I non-partisan. The subject of the priy
mary election movement ls discussed at
length in the current number of the
Forum by Albert Watking, an old Dem-
ocratic editor who left the Democratic
pariy on the silver issue In 1596 Mr.
Watkins welcomes the direct primary
nominating system as a remedy for the
evils of the caucus and convention sys-
tem. The Minnesota primary eslection
law i= the best that has been adopted
by any of the states. It le compul-
gory; It ie general, applylng to the nom-
ination of county, municipal and judl-
elal officers, and to members of the
lower house of Congress; the elections
for all parties are held simultancously,
as In the case of general elections, and
the primary election day s alse the
irsl day for the reglstration of volters
for the regular election. The law orig-
inally provided that each wvoter should
receive baliots of all parties represent«
ed at the election; but he was permitted
to mark but one, while he returned all
the ballots he had recelved. But the
law has been amended so that the voter
i= now compelled: to call for the party
ticket he wishes (o vote, thus dolng
away with secrecy. The elections are
held on the same day for all partles, to
prevent repeating: the registration feat-
ure of the law |8 convenient o volers
and Increascs attendance at the pri-
maries. It ls economical, because the
registration officers act a= primary elec-
tion officers. The La Fuollette faction of
Wisconsin Republicana were defeated
Inst Winter in their attempt o enact
this Minnesota law.

Nebraska, Ohlo, Pennsylvania, Geor-
gla, Kentucky, Mississippl, South Caro-
lina have primary election laws but
they are pot compulsory, They per-
mit the state and county party commit-
tees to decide whether they shall be put
In operation. Primary electlions are not
required in these states to be held by
the different parties on the same day,
and n some coases primaries elect dele-
gates to nominating conventions in-
stend of chooslng the candidates direct-
ly. Governor La Follette, of Wiscon-
sin, advocated a comprehensive pri-
mary law three years before hls noml-
nation, and the convention which noml-
pated him declared for It, but its enact-
ment was bitterly opposed and finally
defented. The professionul politician
and mossbacked, corroded and c¢orro-
sive partisan of course fights primary
reforsd, which he knows is intended to
destroy the dominance of the party
bosa and obliterate the whole tribe of
party parasites and papsuckers  The
Federal office-holders were all conspic-
uous for thelr perniclous activity In op-
position to primary election measures In
Minnesota, Wisconsin and other siates.
They were sharp enough 1o sec that the
primary election law would destroy the
party machine. In every state the en-
gineers of the party machine have been
combined against the primary reform.
The free use of the secrel ballot at the
primaries makes the construction of &
political machine impracticabia, and too
expensive,

The practieal working valge of the
Minnesota primary law s attested by
the fact that the work of making nomi-
pations for a genéral election In Hen-
pepin County, virtually the City of
Minneapolls, that had been done dur-
ing two months by fourteen caucuses
gnd thirty-seven comventions, was ac-
complished under the primary system
in a single day; and the reglstry on
primary day answered also for the gen-
eral elections. The strongest argument
I favor of the general adoption of trial
of the primary election system Is stated
by Mr. Watkins to be the fact that it
substitutezs the political dominance of
of the Intelligent working or preducing
classes for the corrupting professional
pollticions and the corruplible class of
yvotere This highest class of electors
can only be drawn to the primary polls
by a secret and otherwise untrammeled
primary election system. -

The best proof that & compulsory pri-
mary law llke that of Minnesota makes
for political reform is the fact that the
profeasional political boss opposes ts
enactment and is striving today in Min-
nesota insidiously to dismantle It

To be "a eonn of hiz father" counts
for something in this democratic coun-
try of oure. Witness the recent Presi-
dential appointment for endetship to
the Naval Academy. Ralph Earle
Sampsan, son of R=ar Admiral Samp-.
eon; Woodward Phillp, son of the
late Rear-Admical Phillp; 0. 8. How-
ard, son of Major-General Howard, U.
8. A, and Penley Morgsn Taylor, son
of Rear-Admiral Henry C. Taylor. The
first of theee appointces s principal,
the others alternates, In the orde:
named. There should be good fighting

stuff in these lnds, and the country can
only wish that this will be brought out,
developed and stored for use, and, upon
occasion, that they will be found as
ready for action and as efficlent o re-
sults as were thelr sires before them.

ANGTHER LINCOLN INUIDENT.

The *“old Lincoln letter” printed by
The Oregonian yesterday i= not a new
find; it has been repeatedly printed be-
fore, but The Oregonian has been placed
in possession of a story of Lincoln that
is not so well known. In 1861 five broth-
ers of the name of Cummings cnlisted
in the ranks of Company D, Fifth Ver-
mont Voluntesrs., At the battls of Bav-
age Station, Va., fought June 29, 18632
four of the Cummings brothers were
killed, the company losing that day
forty-four killed and wounded out of a
total of fifty-nine officers and men.
President Lincoln learged that the
mother of these moldiers & widow,
and by his direction Secretary Btanton
discharged the surviving brother from
the Army. saying: “The President of
the United States thinks your mother
hes suffered enough for the couatry In
the death of four sons; she is falrly
entitled to the surviving boy; he sends
you home, therefore, to your mother,
whose need of you in her hour of extra-
ordinary bersavement l= greater than
that of the country.” The above Is
not the exact language used by BSecre-
fery Stanton, but it correctly expresess
its mabstance and spirit. The striking
thing in this letter Is not so much its
humanity as lis sense of justice. It was
bhecause the surviving soldler was a
widow’s oniy son and her sole support
that Lincoln thoughifully Insisted on
his discharge. And yet,
March, 1883, Richard H. Dana, a famous
Boston lawyer, wrote of Lincoln to
Charles Francis' Adame: “He |lkes
rather to talk and tell stories than to
glve his mind to the noble and manly
duties of his post. He has no admirers;
he is an ugutierable calamity where
he 18, As late as May, 1864, this Har-
vard-bred, blue-blooded Boston lawyer
expreseed the same opinion of Lincoln
as & man who excited compassion when
he did not provoke contempt. Poor
Dana, who wrote “Two Yeara Before
the Mast,” held this opinion in May,
1884, of Lincoln, who , was already
known as the author of the emancipa-
tion proclamation, and of “the Geltys-
burg speech” and whose first inaugural
hed already become an American clas-
sie.

In Multnomah County the primary
election, to be held March 15, will be
the !Important political event of the year,
This primary, 10 be held under direc-
tion and control of the law of the state,
is & new feature in our politics. It
makes It possible, for the first time,
to hold a primary election In which all
may cast thelr votes and have them
counted. Now for the first time it will
be worth while to attend a primary;
and everybody should -attend. It will
be a primary election for each and
every party, protected by Inw; and the
voter may select his ticket and vote as
he pleases, as at an ordigcary or gen-
eral election, As soom as the tickets
are filed The Oregonian will obtain and
publish them, showing exactly what
each ticket stands for, and what the
cltizen who votes is casting his vote for.
This explanation will be made fully,
before the primary, In which every
citizen ought to be prepared to particl-
pate. The way to prepare Is to regis-
ter. For this but one week remains
Don’t walt, or you may be shut oul.

Register Moores displays & commend-
able spirit in the matter of those Tilia-
mook timber land cases. It is silly to
suppose that public officials must be
deaf and blind to everything but formal
documents before them. When elrcum-
stances make it appear cl that the
public domair: s belng taken through
illegal methods, it Is the undoubted
right and duty of land ofMicials to direct
an Independent Inquiry into the matter,
nol Jeaving it to applicant and contest-
ant to arrange terms by which they
shall divide the results of thelr collu-
sive operations. BEnough has been de-
veloped largely through the uncontra-
dicted letters of the persons who are al-
leged to be most actlve In the transac-
tion, to talnt the affalr with strong sus-
picion. Now the move through the
State Land Office cames as a cir-

cumsiance in a measure confirms-
tory of the theory of fraudulent
colluslon. Buch transactions should re-

celve the discouragement of prompt
and vigorous officlal actlon. No harm
can come from this course If everybody
has been honest

It is known, of course, that the basis
of Mr. Silmon's support In Multcomah
County Is the “officlal push.” All the
active work Iin his behalf comes from
that quarter, Yet of course the mem-
beérs of the “push™ are as earnest In
taking care of themselves as of him.
Indeed, thelr support of him is malnly
& method of securing for themselves
continuation In the places they hoild.
If the Simon effort should win In the
primaries, the result would be simply
another cut-and-dried affalr, of the fa-
miliar kind, in the ticket presemted for
the general election. There are thoss
who think that the public Interesta
would not suffer by wvariation at this
time from that old and familiar pro-
gramme. Good citizens have been heard
to say that they are tired of it. Yet
of course the members of “tha old
push™ think that any change In the
control of the affalrs of county and clty
would be disastrous to the public in-
terests,

There I8 call for another $200,000 for
the Lewis and Clark oelebration. This
additional eapital can be filled promptly
and eas=ily, for Portland and Oregon are
in the mood for doing things these days
They have passed the stage of merely
benevolent contemplation for these !m-.

as jate I:ul

by one Charies E. Hays, who appears In
suld office as a contestant in 65 <ases,
volving nearly 15060 acres of timber
It would be manifestly lmproper for me,
ua an official, tH enter Into & controveray
In the newspapers over the merits of his
contests. Buch siatements as have ap-
pearad In the columns of The Oregonian
relative to the Hays cases have come from
your local correspondent, and have been
taken from records and that are in a
Fenernl sense publie property. For more
than two years past Hays has been mous-
ing about this ofMice In his capacity as a
Utlgant. During that time he has been
extended every posaible courtesy. The of-
ficlals and clerks in this office have gone
to such extremes In submittting to his
performances that we kave greatly incon-
vetlenced ourselves, and his dliatory
methods have resulted in =0 congesting
our contest dockets that other litigants
have been compelled to wait for moathe
for & hearing. We stand ready now 1o
extend to him, as a ltigant, every right
and svery courtesy that the law will per-
mit.

As an individual be Is entitled to no con-
sideration, and he cannot as such claim
the Immunity of a litigant. His cowandly
thrust In his letter at the contest clerk In
this offize doea not bear in the remotest
way upon the merits of his contests, It
wWaé the aot of a snoak, dbut It was an act
thoroughly characteristic of the man. Tha
appointment of the contest clerk referred
to was not made n! my suggestion. It ia
pmper W say. however, that her work
h;n always been thoroughly well done,
ahd Fiasrs himeelf has expressed hiz gatls-
faction with the way her work was dane,
For more than a_year vhe has acted In
that capacity, and during that time her
rompensation has aversged less than 0
per month. In the Hays cases she has
reported snveral hucidred pages of testi.
mony, besldes preparing numerous officirl
papers relating to the cases. In the 13
cases (n which she reported the testimony
her compensation amounted to just £ In
#ach case, and It simply Is the truth te
#ay that the work Involved In the Hays
cases during the past_vear has required
more of the time and attention of this
office than all the others combined,

In the whole statement mads by Hays
there is not a singin essentisl statement
thet Is not absolutely false. This office
has agreed lo permit the curtalling of
testimony In every way the law would
allow, and the profit that would acerue to
the contestant o a half dogsen of his con-
tests In ease of a successful lssue would
probably pay every cent of his expensa In
prosecuting the whole 8 cases.

His suggestion that there ia a gtipula-
tion covering these canea |5 a bold pre-
tense that shows the desperate effrontery
of the man. Now, his statement or mine
in regard to all these matters is false,
Any one who desites to do so can com-
sult all the records and flles of this office
to determine whose statement Is true and
whose is false.

CHARLES B. MOORES.

FUNERAL OF LIEUTENANT ALLEN.

Military Honors Pald Late Officer at
Vancouver Barracks.

VANCOUVER BARRACKS, Wash.,
March 6—The funeral of the Ilate Lieu-
terant Ernest E. Allen took place today
with military honors at his home at Van.
couver Barracks at 12 o'clock. The serv-
Iee was read by Rev, Mr. Todd and the
cholr eang two hymns The honorary pall.
bearers were: Captain Hawthorne, Cap-
tain Richardson, Captain Bethel Lieu-
tenunt Cochran, Lisutenant Fenner and
Lioutenant Andrews. During the funeral
ceremony the Eighth Battery, to which
Allen belonged, mounted, witn guns and
gun carringes, stood at attention. Bealde
the Eighth Battery was the Twenty.
sixth Battery, and two companiss of the
Seventh Infantry. The Eighth Battery
with the band led the procession, [ol-
lowed by the calsson with the casket,
which was covered with an American
flag, the pallbearers, the Twenty-sixth
Battery and the Seventh Infantry, As
the steamer Undine, bearing the remains,
aglowly steamed from the dock, a salute
of six guns was fired, followed by tapa
Lieutenant H. E. Mitchell will accompany
the casket to Bt Louls, where it will be
interred.

DEATH OF PIONEER ASSAYER.

Helped to Coin First Asthorized
Money Muaude at San Franeiseco.
ASHLAND, Or., March &—Georgs W.

Dorwin, for & years actively engaged In
mining and assaying on the Paclfic Coast,
dled In Ashland this morning, after &
short iliness, aged ™ years. Mr. Dorwin
came to California in 188, and helped to
eoin the first authorised money made In
Ban Franclseo. He was employed for a
time in Portland as assayer. and for two
years had held the position of assayer for
the Montreal & Oregon Gold Mines, In
this city. Hs was prominent in mining
affalrs on the Comstock in the 50m

Oregon Plooeer of 1882,

THE DALLES, March 6—Mrs. Julla A
‘Walker, reliot of the late R. H. Walker,
an old reaidant of this ecity, died last
night at the residence of her son-in-law,
8. B. Johnse, after a four days” {liness from
pneumonia. She was a natlve of Michi.
gnn. She crossed the plains to Oregon in
183, and had resided at The Dalles for
the past 20 years Mrs. Walker waa T2
years of age, End left five children—Mra,
Minnie Bennett, of McMinnville; Clar-
ence Garrison, of Warren: Orville Garri.
son, of Bcappoose; Mrs. Maud Irvine, of
Antelope, and Zephtha Walker, of Houl-
ton.

SOCIALISTS IN ERROR.

County Judge Says Substitate Wil
Not Get Expert's Pay.
SALEM, March &—At the Soclalist con-
ventlon, held here yesterday, It was stated
that the experta who are Investigating the
county boo %ired a suhstitute st 3
per day, but will collect ¥ per day for his
pervices. County Judge Beott suld today
that the statement is Incorrect. Ho says
the experts will recelve not to exceed 15
per day each for thelr own time, and for
the substitute only such aum as t» pald to
the substitute. The compensation of the
experts is to be fixed by three citizens of
the county, but canfot exceed 33 per day
each.
Messras, Clark and Buchanan, the ex-
perts, are now in Eastern Oregon, and are
expected to return in about 10 dsys, to
take up the work of I[nvestigating the

County Clerie’s books.
Notable Downa-Town Improvement.
The two-story brick building on the
nartheant corner of State and Commercisl

portant public movements. Ablilty and
@stermination to do for ourselves, each
a little more than his share has al-
ready been displayed In Portlamd, This
epirit will not permit the Lewis and
Clark fund to lag. And it will not per-
mit Portiand to lag.

It Is a happy ldea of Commissioner
Dosch to get a royal chinook salmon
from the Columbia River and prunes
from the Willamette Valley for the
Prealdent's dbanquet at Charleston. It
ought 10 be done. 1t will be a mark of
good will to President Roosevelt and
Charleston, and it will Increase the
fame of Oregon.

Body Drifts Ashore.
VICTORIA, B. C,, March &—Officers of
the steamer Doscowits, wdich arrived
from the North this aftermoon says In.
dians reported that a body with a 1lfe
preserver on it had drifted ashore near
Tongus. It may be the body of one of
those lost In the Bristol dizaster.

| County jall is In bad sanitary condition.

| streets i to be remodeled, and work has
| Just been commnenced. The bullding has
been known for years as the Western Sa-
' joon corner. It ls an oid-fashioned struc-
Jture, but occuples a very advantageous

position. It |s owned by Banker Hirsh-
berg, of Independence, It Is understood
that the south wall, on Btate street, will
be removed, and a ginss front built in
This immovement, with the new brick
building to be erected two dnors east, by
George Baype, will give the north side of
State stre#t a much more businesalllce ap-
pORrAnce.

¥MelBride's First Pardon.
OLYMPIA, March 6.—Governor McBride
yesterdey afternoon issusd his  first
pardon, when he ordered the release of
Allen James from Thursion County jail
James was sentenced last fall to nine
months In jall for dixposing of a horse
which was the property of another, and
he had four months yet to serve. The

pardon was issted because of the fact
that James' health is breaking down, and
for the further reason that the Thurston

MOORES REPLIES TO HAYS. ' PACIFICATION OF LUZON.

Actiag Governor Wright Reporis as
to Recent “Reverses.”

WASHINGTON, March & — Governor
Taft has recelved the following cable dis-
patch from Acting Governor Wright, of
the Philipplnes, |n response (o inquiries as
to recent reported military reverses:
“The facts are: Bell's operations in
Laguna drove a band of insurgents Into
Morong, about ¥ miles from Manlia) In
an alr lUne. Small bands of ladrones,
driven from Cavitz by the canstabulnry,
Joined them. Twenty-five oconstabularies,
under a native Sergeant, attacked them,
but on account of having only 15 rounds
of ammunition each, soon exhausted it
and were foreed to retire without loss,
Amsistant Chief Atkinson, of the constab.
ulary, with reinforcements, immediately
took charge and drove the band, with
logs to the Istter, into Laguna, the inhab-
itants of Risal Province glving informa-
tiom and assisting us a8 much as possibiec,
Fioriea (Governor of the Province), with
the municipal police, joining in pursult,
There ares not 30 members In the bands of
insurgents and ladrones In the entire Lu-
gon_ lsland today, This number was re-
ducéd early by surrenders.’ captures or
casualties, The constabulary, with the ald
of Trias (Governor of Cavite), and the
native police, during the last two weeka
have routad ladrone bands existing in
Cavite for many years, capturing and re-
celving by surrender over 10 arms. The
most important feature Is (he sentiment
among the In
ropes and Insurgents. All other organized
provinces are qulel. The situation has not
been s0 good since American occupation,
and Is very encouraging, notwithstanding
persistent attempts to create a contrary
impreasion. ™
Governor Taft presented the dispaich to
the House {nsular commitiee today, when
quéationed on the reported reveraes,

Goverpor Taft was questioned as to the
“social evil” In tha lslands, and in reply
gave in detall the efforts made to check
immorulity. He declared that none of the
health measures adopted had given officlal
recognition to disorderly busineas, A falr
investigation, he sald, would show that
Manlla was as moral a8 any city In the
United States

Governor Taft was asked as to the de-
simbiity of a Pacific cable. He mald such
& cable would prove a strong bond between
the islands and the United States, and
would serve a great business need Al-
though he had not examined the merits of
the varfous plans, he was inelined to favor
& Government cable, but he sald above aill
was the need of a cable of some kind,
without reference to the manner of Itx
cstablishment. The hearing today elosed
Governor Taft's extended statements,

Governor Taft, having concluded his
testimony before the Congressional com-
mittee, left hére this afternoon for a visit
to his home In Cincinnatl. While there
he will undergo an operation for the all-
ment which compelled hiz returm home
from the Phillppines. His health has very
much !mproved sinee his return to this
country.

ATTITUDE OF THE FILIFINOS.

General Hughes Continunes His Testl-
mony Before Senate Committee.
WASHINGTON, March & — General
Hughes gave further testimony before the
Senate Phillpplne committee today. Mr.
Pattereon resumed his questioning which
yesterday lsd to a sharp colloguy in the
committes-room between the witness and
himself. In an endeavor to eatabilsh the
fact that the Filipino army had effectively
heid the Spanlash army within its lines In
Manlla previous to the arrival of the
American forces, Mr. Patterson referred
to the surrender of 2000 Spanish troops to
the losurrectory force In July, 1388 Gen-
eral Hughes sald the Incldent would only
make him believe that the Fillpinos bad
cut off the supplies from the interlor.
“Benator Patterson quoted from a maga-
ine article written by General Merritt,
published in July, 1895, In which he spoke
of the army under Aguinalde, which, he
sald, had bgen an important factor in the
situation which confronted the United
States Army, and which had waged a des-
ultory warfare against the Spanish, re-

sulting In the capture of 4000 prisoners,

e that magnify your oplnlon?”
asked Mr. Palterson.

“Not at all' sald General Hughews, who
followed his answer with the gquestion:
“Does he state that these prisoners were
eoldlers ™

“I presume he means soldlers,”” was Sen-
ntor Patterson's.response.

It was brought out that most of the
prisoners taken by the Fllipinas were not
Spanish troope

Senator Patterson again Inguired as to
the motive of Genernl Otls In requliring
the withdrawal of Agulnaldo’'s troops from
Manila to the Hne designated by Ceneral
Merritt. Benator Beveridge ohjected, say-
Ing it was not falr to ask Geenral Hughes
what Goneral Otls meant.

Senator Carmack and Senator Culberson
ciaimed tha right to ask the question.

In answer to a further question by Sen-
ator Patterson as to whether the Filipinos
would accept Independence unless accom.
panied by & protectorate by the United
Btates, General Hyghes eald that at &
confersnce held between him and repre-
pentatives of the insurgent army in Manila
they would not commit themselves to a
proposition of a protectorate by the
United States. They first wanted inde.
pendence, he sald, and after that they
would arrange for the protectorate, Amer-
lea being considered aloug with the othe:
powers The peace and good-will General
Hughes declared, which existed In the
Philippines, outaide of Manlla, from July,
158 to February, 188, were not due to
the Filipincs, but to the Bpanish padres

Reverting to his conference in Manila,
General Hughes sald he was unable (o get
Agulpaldo's representatives to deflne to
him what concessions they desired short
of abaolute Independence, although they
insisted that they must have something
definite to take back to the 3.000 men who
were virtually Investing the city, be-
cause, uniess they did, they would be un-
abls to hold them in check.

*“You knew at the time,” inquired Sen-
ator Patterson, “that you could net grant
what they were asking?”

1 was unable to get them to declde
what they wished. except absolute Inde.
pendence, which of course, we were not
authorized to give,” responded General
Hughes.

Bentnor Patterson—Do you want this
eommittes to understand that thess com-
miseloners. representing the Philippine
army, did not want independence If it was
accompanied by the withdrawal of the
American fleet?

General Hughes—I want you to under-
stand that they wished protection.

This answer was apparently unsatlsfac-
tory to Senator Patterson, and a sharp
eolloquy between him and General Hughes
ensued, which was abruptly ended by Sen-
ator Lodge who announced the hour of
adjournment,

Majority Rule Party.

CHICAGO, March 6—The Refersndum
League of Chicago announces the formi-
tion of a Natlonal party for the promo-
tlon of Inftistive aad referendum in all
the cities of the United Btates. The new
party will be known as the National
Non-Partisan Federation for Majority
Rule. George H. Shibley, the organiger,
will trave! from clty to city organizing
Heferendum Leagues. His alm will be
to securs the passage [n each state of &
bill compelling municipaiities to recognize
petitions signed by 5 per cent of the vol-
ers, in order that the question may be
voted upon by the people. The launch-
ors of the new party are all oflcers of the
local league,

.Examination of Houndary Waters.
WASHINGTON, March §—A favorabie
report today was authorized by the Sen-
ate committee on commerce, o the bill
authorising the President to appelnt a
rommission to co-operate with Canada in
an examination of the boundary waters

between the two countries

bitants hoatlle to the lad- |

NOTE AND COMMENT.

Thera seems to bTuome little talk of
politics around town,

What a gase of d;y_-nnor-ms the Prince
will have when he gots home.

It s understood that the tack trust will
not affect pext year's CUp races,

As yet no member has challenged TiI-
man for the champlonship beil.

Do you care anything about Portiand’s

welfare? Yes? Then register.

The good ship Sul_‘;;!y must have salled
on Friday. and with a man named Jonah
for skipper.

mid that women canmot Master
And yet it Is noth-

It Is
the Chincge language.
ing but words,

The Senata chaplain certainly cannot
complain that thers s not enough work
for him to do.

A boy has already been rescued from
drowning. Tha swimming season seems tO
be on early this year.

It has been dlscovered that Andres is
doad. An Impression to that effect gained
gurrency some time ago.

The Marion County Socialists declare
they will not fuse. They are not as hot as
the New Jersey brethren,

King Edward seems determined to make
the coronation almost a= brilllant an af-
falr as the reception of Prince Hemry,

A Flllpino General has not been cap-
tured for several days. Isn't some one
of our officerz liable to court-martial?

Miss 8tons will not write for the maga-
aines. The newspapars have already told
three or four times as much as thers is
to teil about her adventures:

Two hundred more teachers are bound
for the Philippines. At this rate the Fill-
pings will be educated to death before
we get timo to pacify them.

Never put off till tomorrow what you
can do just as well today. The foregoing
maxim was written by a man who forgot
to register until it was too late.

Mareon!, it may not be generally known,
Ia only half an Italian. Hls mother was
an Irish girl, Annie Jamison, ths daughter
of John Jamison, a lgquor manufacturer of
Dublin. There Is sald to have been for
gencrations & legend in the family to the
effect that one of her great-great-grand
mothera prophesied that one of her de-
scendents would become famous,

Prince Henry shows hi=s English ancestry
by his gquickness in adopting American
slang. It has long Deen & pet traditlon,
not to gay practice, with the English that
the way to the heart of the Unlted States
eltizen Is to make u=e of the latter's al-
leged slang terms. “If we makes the trip
to Grant's tomb,” remarked Hias Highnoss
Bunday afternoon, "I think we shall bave
to hustle.” Again, “Tsn't that what you
call o cinch?™ No Teuwion pure and simple
would have.indulged in t thiz sort of

persifinge. As a New York wriler sug-
gesta, 1t was the English In the Prinea
exhibiting Itself In a characteristic way.

Postmaster-General Payne has
on & new stamp, particularly des
the foretgn mall service. It Is Lo be
denomination new to the postal serviecs
13 cents. At present It l» Impossible o
send a registered letter through the malls
without using two stamps, one of § cents,
to pay the postage, and one of § cents, 1o
pay the cost of registration When the
13-cent stamp la on sale this will, of course,
be obviated by the use of >

decliled

of &

ALRINEN

design of the stamp prov for a por-
trait of FPresldent Harris which s an
excellent lkeness, Mr. Harrison = shown

seated at his desk in the executive man-
sion.

CATTLEGROWERS FELECT OFFICERS

Closing Day of the Comnvention nat
Denver.

DENVER, March &
Cattlegrowers® Cooventlon
resolutions advr the
with some amen s, of the bill now
befora Cougres=s which provides for Utie
leasing of public lands for grazing purc-
poses,

B. C. Buffum, professor of agriculturs
at the Colorado Agricoltnral College. read
a paper on “Home Feeds anpd Cattie-
Fesdink in the Arld Regilon.”

At the afternoon sersion the following
officers wero electod: Presldent, F, .
Lusk, Chico, Cul: first vice-president,
Bartistt Rlchards, Flisworth, Neb.:
ond vice-prosident, M. K. Parsons,
Lake: treasurer, 8. G. Gill, Denver; scc-
retary, H. W. Robinson, Denver.

The following executive committes was
also named: Colorado, George P. Smith
and Conrad Bchaefer; Montana, Paul Mc-
Cormick and W, N. Holden; Nebrasku
Bartlett Richards and Hugh Chivi
Oregon, John Gilehrist and Willlam Here
for: South Dakota, F. M. Stewart au
G. B Lemen: Wyoming, Alfred Boy
A. A. Spaugh; Utah, M. K. Parsons an
3. 'T. Baumgard; Callfornia, A. J. 11:~r-'n.|i
snd J. G. Bradley; New Mrxico, W. H.
Jack and J. H. Hownard; Nevada, A G
Cleveland and John Sparks

The American
today adopted
enactmeT

T

=
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Resolutions were adopted asking Presi-
dent Roosevelt to sus] the work of
removing fences from public range
untll action on the leasing l|,u-'-llnn. ia
taken. The convention declined to adopt
resolutions regard! the smargarine

and the Grosvenor aJ b!l!‘a.

The conventlon adjourncd e dle.
R
Diplomntic Apnrnprlnll'on Bll_l..
WASHINGTON, March 6—Senator Hals,
from the commitiee on appropriztions, to-
day reported the diplomatic spproprintion
bl with amendments, making o net {n-
crease of 129458 In the total appropriation
made by the bill as it passed the House,
bringing the antjre xom to s_a '&\:\. The
inersase is due largely to the alilowance
of salaries to Consuls and Socre-

tarles of Legation

bedter

Iron Maolders Want Seale Fixed.

CLEVELAXD, 0., March f—A confer-
ence was held here today between the
officers of the Natlonal Foundrymen's As-
soclation and representatives of the Iron
afolders’ Unlon of America relativa 1o
the demands of the unfon molders of this
eity for a minimum wpge scale of ¥ per
day. The molders threaten (o :ftrlkﬂ.
and declare they are well prepared for &
long struggle.

Will Investigate Indian Scnndals,

WASHINGTON, March 6—The Indian
commitiee of the House today lected o
subcommittee, consisting of Sherman of
Neaw York. Lacey of lown, Burke of South
Dakota, Fitzgerail of New York and lditles
of Arkansas, to investigate charges moade
against certain Indlan officlals during the
recent debate upon the Indlan appropria-
tion bill

Pittahnry Painters’ Strike Ended.

PITTSBURG, March 6 — Thirty firms,
employing 400 painiers. acceded (o 1he
men’'s demands and signed the acale 1o-
day. Work was ut once resumed at the
new Unilon Statlon, and & number of lurge
buildings In course of erection.

Agreement Favorably Reportged.

WASHINGTON, March &—The Houss
Indian committes todny favorably report-

ed the agreement made with the Klamath
Indians for cessions of portions of thelr
reservutions,




