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TRUE ANSWER TO AGRARIANS.
It nppears that some unaccountable

individual in the State of Illinois has
the hardihood to compare the infamous
and unwise high tariffs Germany levies
on our foodstuffs with the highly states-
manlike and moral high tariffs levied
in this country against German food-
stuffs. It has long- been known that a
lot of dummkopfs in Germany, mostly
agrarians and sich like, have been edg-
ing- on the German Government to in-

crease the import duties on meat and
grain, but it has remained for the an

in question, in unutterable ef-
frontery, to JHibmit in evidence the im-
port duties maintained at United States
ports in accordance with our glorious
doctrine of protection to American la-
bor.

The offender runs the Illinois Staats
Zeitung and his effort is to show that
the Reichstag's proja-e-d rates on ani-
mals and grain are not unreasonable.
He has translated our weights and mon-
etary denominations into marks and
kilos. He finds that the new German
tariff bill chargen a rate of 30 marks
per head on horses up to the value of
300 marks, while the rate in our tariff
is 12G marks on horses from 300 to 1000
marks in value. 12C to 250 marks per
head. On hams, the German tariff, as
proposed, is 36 marks per hundred kilos,
and the Americati rate 4G marks; on
bacon, 30 marks in Germany. 4G In the
Vnited States: on lard. 12 marks in
Germany, IS marks in the United
States; on butter. 30 marks in Ger-
many. 55 in the United States, and the
same on cheese and oleomargarine; on
"ggs, G marks in Germany and 40 marks

in the United States.
There are two ways of answering this

al'eged argument. One way is to point
out to the agrarians that it makes little
difference to them what our tariff is on
animals and provisions because "vve do
not Import such things from them,
whereas they do import such things
from us. And if the matter were to go
no further, this answer would suffice.
But it would he with the agrarians to
rejoin that our tariffs are equally high
on the goods that Germany does sell
us. On sugar, for example, we charge
2 cents a pound, or perhaps 33 per cent;
on beer, 40 cents a gallon; on brushes,
40 per cent; on yarns, 40 cents a pound;
en. porcelain, 55 per cent; on jewelry,
GO per cent; on soap, 15 cents a pound;
en still wines. 50 cents a gallon, etc.
This answer, therefore, seems untenable,
and if we elected to stand on the de-
murrer wo should in equity be thrown
out of court.

The other way of answering the agra-
rians, and the way which avoids at
once circumlocution and hypocrisy, is
to say, "What are ;'ou going to do about
it? "We are a great people here prob-
ably God's chosen people. The young
Republic of the "West declines to be
amenable to any standards of expedi-
ency or ethics affected by Old "World
powers. "We choose to regard high tar-
iffs as exemplary and righteous when
we lay them on your goods, but atro-
cious and inexcusable when levied by
you on our gooda Be reasonable, there-
fore, Germany, and look at the mat-
ter in its broad, true light. Provin-
cialism such as yours ill becomes a
people that prides itself on its enlight-
enment and progress.

OREGON SHKni AT HCI-RX-

The very linest rams shown in the
exhibition of blooded sheep, made in
connection with the Pacific Northwest
"Woolgrowers Association at Helena,
Mont., last week, were from the Hay
Creek, Oregon, ranch of the Baldwin
Land & Sheep Company. The Mon-
tana Record says that, in the opinion
of a large number of the most experi-
enced sheepmen of that state, these
rams were among the finest ever seen
in Montana a statement which will be
gratifying to Oregon breeders of blood-
ed sheep.

The ranch upon which these sheep
were bred was founded in 1S73. It com-
prised 20,000 acres of range and mead-
ow, and is in all respects a medel of
energy, thrift and expansion in the
stockgrowing business in the Pacific
Northwest. All of the latest improve-
ments for carrying on sheep husbandry
are found here, the latest being the
installment last year of a plant compris-
ing twenty sheep-shearin- g machines.
The aim of the ranch, as stated by its
assistant superintendent to the Mon-
tana admirers of its fine breeding stock,
is to "turn out good stuff," both in
mutton and wool.

That this aim has been realized with
steadily increasing success during the
more than a quarter of a century since
the ranch was established, the history
of sheep husbandry in Oregon attests.
It taxes the Imagination to contemplate
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the magnitude of an industry that han-
dles 40,000 head of sheep a year, 25,000
of which are of thoroughbred stock;
that produces 300.000 pounds of wool in
a season, and employs an army of men
as farmers and caretakers. Even as
specimens of its product, "as shown in
300 blooded rams, "entirely covered with
wool from their feet to the end of their
noses, of great breadth of back, well
developed limbs and wool of long staple
and very fine." excited the admiration
of the experienced sheepgrowers of the
great woolgrowing State of Montana.

nnCEDKHS OF DESTRUCTION.
Akin to the problem how children can

be raised to cfflcience is the question
what chUdren should be born. The idea
of improving the race by some such
process of selection as is used by the
intelligent breeder of animals has long
held a profound fascination for think-
ers. States distinguished for vigor
rather than refinement, like the Spar-
tans, have practiced schemes of this sort
with signal success, but sentiments that
came in with Christianity render them
inapplicable today. It is a fact leyond
cavil that if unsuitable adults were
prevented from having children and de-

sirable parents were encouraged in
large familis, the quality of the race
would rapidly improve. Medical men
have often suggested the unstring of
criminal classes and those mentally
unfit, but the idea has never been able
to gain headway over our modern ideas
of modesty and liberty.

Another plan is suggested by Francis
Galton in one of the Huxley lectures
before the Anthropological Institute. It
is treated in the Popular Science
Monthly for January, and the current
number of American Medicine, to which
the curious are referred. Gallon's plan
Is to encourage the intermarriage of
talented, energetic, morally, intellectu-
ally and physically strong individuals,
and he thinks the result in improving
the race would be much more important
than that which could be attained by
eliminating the undesirable classes. He
suggests making use of the universities
to determine those among the males of
the English nation who give greatest
promise. By submitting to vote of the
tutors and professors on the one hand
and the votes of fellow-studen- ts whose
ideals of character and merit necessar-
ily differ, he believes that a safe selec-
tion might be made. The opportunities
of selecting the most gifted young
women are fewer, but he believes that
such a selection is possible. To encour-
age the intermarriage of this select
class of young men and women, money
might be appropriated by the state to
aid those to whom moderate sums are
important. Help should be assured in
emergencies during the early years of
married life, and healthy homes for the
families provided at moderate cost.
Private beneficence. Galton thinks,
would also do a great deal in the way
of encouraging desirable marriages.

These speculations are interesting, but
(
politically negligible, for two reasons.
une is tne inertia to be overcome in
custom and In sentiment, which proceed
entirely on the hypothesis that what-
ever things are involved' in marriage,
reproduction is not one of them. The
other disqualification for Gallon's the-
ory is that birth is not so important as
training. As a rule, the criminal and
vicious do not contribute materially to
the population. Disease and disinclina-
tion limit their prdgeny, and those
whom gallows and penitentiary spare,
suicide frequently provides fftr. The
courts are busy with youth, not so
much who were criminally born as who
were criminally reared. Criminals are
often raised in brownstone fronts and
at well-fille- d boards. Children are not
taught obedience, self-contr- self-respe-

Liberty ha3 some things about
National vigor to learn from Greece and
Rome, where in days of national as-
cendency the training of youth was di-

rected and enforced by the combined
wisdom and power of the state. Na-
ture takes measurable care of the
breeding problem, for the unfit rapidly
lose their power to multiply. She will
also take care in time of the rearing
problem, for the untrained, licentious
people will go down to death. The de-
cline and fall of the American Empire
can have no more effective promoter
than the man who encourages his boy
to disturb the peace of a schoolhouse
or the woman who lets her girls out
after nightfall to roam she knows not
where.

A POINT OF MANNERS.
Mr. Thomas Hitchcock, of New York,

who is described as "a member of a
very prominent and wealthy Knicker-
bocker family," raised a teapot tempest
last week by declining to give up his
box in the Metropolitan Opera-Hou- se

for the use of Prince Henry of Prussia
for a series of gula performances ar-
ranged in celebration of the royal visit.
It appears that the committee in charge
of his reception and entertainment
selected five very choice boxes
for the Prince and those off-
icially in attendance upon him in the
center of the Metropolitan hemicycle,
presuming upon the willingness of those
to whom the boxes are leased to accept
other but less conspicuous boxes in their
stead. The Hitchcock box, it appears,
is the central one of the group. The les-
sees of the other four boxes readily
fell In with the plan, but not so in
the case of Mr. Hitchcock. He declined,
and declined with some show of temper.
Talking of the matter for publication,
he said:

A box tliat is not good enoujjh for the Prince,
is not good enough for mo. Prince Henry is
a German Kntleman who is coming to this
country on an unofficial visit. As an American
citizen I am equal to the Prince in every way.
Therefore, why should 1 be asked to Rive place
to him and bo shoved aside at the convenience
of this committee?

This statement, with the refusal to
yield the point, made no end of confu-
sion and noise; and Mr. Hitchcock's
subsequent surrender of the box has
scarcely served to allay it. There were
those, and in very considerable num-
bers, so inconsiderate of the relations
of things as to Imagine that Mr. Hitch-
cock had taken "a manly 9tand" and
to applaud his attitude as "an assertion
of American spirit." The incident, in
truth, was not one of vast importance
in Itself, since It matters little
whether Prince Henry shall sit in one
box or another, or whether he shall at-
tend the opera at all. But It does mat-
ter If, In connection with his visit, we
shall appear to be a civil and

people or a people so sensitive and
"touchy" on the point of social prece-
dence as really to be wanting In cour-
tesy and good breeding. It was upon
consideratibn of this point that Mr.
Hitchcock has generally been criticised,
and that, as a dispatch declares, he
has bet-- moved finally to yield.

Prince Henry's visit is designed as an
international compliment; he comes as
the guest of the Nation, and as su?h
leaving his status as a Prince out of
the question is entitled to every cour
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tesy which It Is within our power to
offer him. "We shall do ourselves credit
by grace and heartiness in his reception
and entertainment, precisely as any pri-

vate host does himself credit by putting
the best that he has at the service of
his guest. "What would be thought In
any family circle if some
member of it should decline to yield his
"right" to a choice seat at the domestic
table to some guest, upon the theory
that he is'as good a man as the visitor?
This was precisely Mr. Hitchcock's posi-
tion; and in assuming it he made him-
self a very small and pitiful figure.

On the social side the preparations
for Prince Henry's visit are being made
apparently in excellent taste. "We hear
nothing of the elaborate sycophancy, on
the part of the vulgar "smart set" of
New York, which marked the Princess
Eulalia's visit at the time of the Co-

lumbian Exposition. The committee of
arrangements in the case of Prince
Henry are, so far as their plans are
given out, preparing to receive the
visitor, not with an affected and foolish
imitation of royal ceremonies, but In
our own very best and most gracious
style and this is right. It is due to the
visitor and it Is due to ourselves.

HETTER. IIIXDUSTAX TII.V:.' HAITI.
Mr. Charles Francis Adams, in a re-

cent address before the American His-
torical Association, denies that Inferior
races have ever been really elevated by
a state of dependency. He presses this
view tjo far as to hold that the Civil
"War and not the War of the Revolu-
tion was our real war of Independence.
He holds that after three centuries of
British rule the natives of India are in
1900 less capable of independent and
ordered than they were
In the year 1600. The same affirmation
is made concerning Egypt. Mr. Adams
grants thnt British paternalism has
given Egypt schools, roads, irrigation,
law and order and protection from at-
tack, but exclaims:

Of what avail, the plow or soil,.
Or land or life, if freedom fall?

The conclusion of Mr. Adams Is that
any pHple not admitting of assimila-
tion will best work out lis destiny when
left free to work it out in its own way.
Mexico is quoted by Mr. Adams as an
example of a country which justifies his
theory of the true path of human ad-
vancement. Mr. Adams grants, how-
ever, that Hayti, occupied by an in-

ferior race and apparently steadily
lapsing into barbarism, cannot be
quoted in support of the success of his
theory In practice, and he is candid
enough to confess that for the condi-
tion of affairs prevailing In Hayti the
United States is morally responsible,
since we have pursued exactly the same
policy of neither Interfering in its in-
ternal affairs nor permitting others to
interfere that we have maintained in
regard to Mexico. Mexico appears to
be working out its own salvation fairly
well, while in Hayti we might have
intervened in the name of humanity to
the great temporary advantage at least
of the Inhabitants of the one region
where black rules white. This, briefly
stated, is the essence of Mr. Adams'
historical argument, which he applies to
the solution of the question now in de-
bate for the United States, the problem
precipitated upon the American people
by the Spanish "War of 1S9S. In the
matter of the treatment of the Philip-
pine Islands and the ultimate elevation
of the inhabitants of those Islands to

Mr. Auanis evidently
would treat these islands as we did
Mexico and Hayti, rather than apply
to them the modern improved British
system of benevolent if somewhat dbs- -.

potic paternalism exercised in Hindu-
stan and Egypt.

All this, like everything that Mr. Ad-
ams' active mind discusses", is interest-
ing, but it does not seem to us of the
slightest practical value. No man can
possibly live entirely unto himself, and
no nation can settle a problem like the
Philippines in what Mr. Adams calls
"a large and altruistic spirit." No po-
litical problem of any consequence was
ever settled entirely in that way. In
our treatment of the Indian we have
not proceeded on the theory that all
government should rest on the consent
of the governed. "We did not proceed on
that theory regarding the negro when
he was a slave, nor do we govern him
today on that theory. It is not his-
torically true that we did not intervene
in the affairs of Mexico or Hayti,- - or
permit others to Intervene because of
any national policy regarding "the con-
sent of the governed." "We did not in-
tervene simplj- - because as a matter of
enlightened self-intere-st we had no pos-
sible use for either Mexico or Hayti.
If the political situation had been dif-
ferent and interference in the affairs of
Hayti or Mexico had been warranted
as a matter of National self-intere- st

or we should not
have hesitated to Interfere. We
should have occupied both Hayti'
and Mexico transiently or perma-
nently, according as seemed best for
us as well as for them. "We shall set-
tle the Philippine problem in the light
of present practical statesmanship, and
not solely in obedience tp Mr. Adams'
"large and altruistic spirit." Civiliza-
tion would never have marched for-
ward If it had waited to satisfy the de-
mand of Mr. Adams that Inferior races
are best left to their otvn devices
whether they evolve a Mexico out of
comparative anarchy or sink into a
nol?ome tropical marsh of barbarism
like Hayti. The Saxon had no business
In Britain; the Norman had no business
in England; the Anglo-Saxo- n had no
business In Ireland; the Frenchman had
no business in Canada or the English-
man at Jamestown or Plymouth.

When the Dutch and afterwards the
English occupied Cape Colony, it was
peopled by Hottentots. If the Hotten-
tots had been granted
we should have a collection of mud-wall-

huts where today is the splendid
City of Cape Town. The Hottentots are
extinct, but what of It? The Hurons,
the Algonquins, the Delawares and the
Iroquois are substantially extinct, but
what of It? The world would be a
howling wilderness today if every
strong race had left the Inferior races
unmolested in their painful evolution of

Whatever progress
of liberty and the Phil-
ippines can make under the American
flag, they are welcome to make, even
as Hawaii makes It under the American
flag. But we are not likely to abandon
the Philippines to their own devices in
obedience to the denial
of our right to govern without consent
of the governed. We did not occupy the
Philippines for any reason save that of
National self-intere-st and discharge of
our responsibility to other nations. We
shall not abandon the Philippines to
their own devices of
until we can do so without Injustice
to our own Interests and those of civil-
ization. We are not In the Philippines
as a matter of philanthropy, and we
shall not leave them in obedience to

altruistic appeals. A dependency like
Hindustan is better for civilization than

like Hayti.

A dispatch under date of February 5

stated that Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., had
organized a "hatless walking brigade"
at the Groton School. About a week
before the above date, so said the re-

port, the President's son decided that
hats and caps were useless articles of
raiment, and accordingly discarded his
own, an example which was promptly
followed bj-- every one of the 150 boys
who attend the school. It was added
that "no difference how cold the day
or how severe the storm, the boys of
Groton trudged about over the country
bareheaded." It is not in the least sur-
prising that three of these hatless madr
caps, including young Teddy, are down
with pneumonia', and that a fourth suc-
cumbed to the same disease ten days
ago. Since physical "toughening" look-
ing to future membership In football
teams and to the practice of other
strenuous forms of athletics has be-

come the fad in Jioys schools, it Is well
to protect foolish and boastful young-
sters from such extremes as this by the
exercise of competent authority. If the
President knew that his son was run-
ning bareheaded over the Massachusetts
hills In midwinter, and did not order
him to put on his hat, he is to blame
for the lad's present attack of illness;
if he did not know it, the school author-
ities are to blame, if, having exhausted
their own powers in the premises, they
did not appeal to the boy's father. It
is one thing to be manly, another to
be reckless, and he who defies wind and
weather In the attempt to grow strong
is much more likely to weaken than to
toughen his physical fiber. Common
sense is a safe guide, and of this qual-
ity, as a matter of fact, boys between
the ages of 13 and 20 possess but a
modicum.

The fact that the Hindoo twins, who
were united in a manner similar to
the Siamese twins, exhibited throughout
the world fifty years ago, were sepa-
rated by a Paris surgeon last Sunday
attests the advancement In modern sur-
gery. The Siamese twins, Chang and
Eng, went to Europe after they had
acquired wealth and retired to private
life, and consulted all the great sur-
geons of London and Paris upon the
question as to whether they could be
separated and survive the operation.
The conclusion reached was unfavor-
able, and the twins returned to their
plantation in North Carolina. They
were married to sisters and had several
children born to them. They were of
totally different dispositions, and 'fre-
quently quarreled. One of them was of
much stronger constitution and phy-
sique than the other. Some twenty
years ago one of them began to fail in
health, which naturally caused the
other, who was still vigorous, consider-
able anxiety. When the sick one died
the other one survived him but a few
minutes. Their bodies were purchased
for a large sum by an eminent surgecn
of Philadelphia, who dissected them and
reported that In his judgment they
would in all probability have survived
surgical separation when in health; that
while there was an arterial circulation
through the band connecting them, it
could have been separated without seri-
ous loss of blood or shock to the twins.

The Southern Pacific Company is now
earning enough to pay 7 per cent on
its outstanding capital stock, but the
price of that stock lingers around 62

cents, and there is no intimation or
expectation that a dividend will soon
be declared. The Union Pacific Is the
controlling corporation and has the
power to determine Southern Pacific
dividends. Its policy is to put all avail-
able money into improvements. No
great railroad was so greatly In need of
betterments in track and rolling stock
as the Southern Pacific. It was not
in dangerous condition, but it was

light rails and light cars and
locomotives. Economy requires heavier
engines and larger cars, and this means
heavier rails and stronger bridges. And
in the case of the Southern Pacific it
means a great many miles of new track
and bridges, hundreds of new locomo-
tives and thousands of new cars. The
company is in position to carry out an
extensive scheme of improvement, and
there Is every Indication that this policy
will be pursued. There is a move to-

ward getting the company in even bet-
ter financial condition by funding Its
bonded debt so as to reduce its enor-
mous interest charge. These operations
will intrench the property for perma-
nent prosperity, and are bound to in-

ure largely to the benefit of the country
served by Southern Pacific lines.

Fire in the residence portion of ,a city
is a disaster; in the manufacturing dis-

trict of a great Industrial center it is a
calamity. It is bad endugh for homes
to be burned, but .when the industries
that maintain homes are destroyed the
case becomes, temporarily at least, des-
perate. Paterson, N. J., Is suffering the
first visitation, .hundreds of her people
being rendered homeless by the Sun-
day fire, but fortunately she has been
spared the second, and thousands of
employes, who would otherwise have
been thrown out of ways and means to
repair their losses, went to work in the
great factories Monday morning as
usual. Of the property loss in the busi-
ness section, most of it was, no doubt,
covered by Insurance, and It will fall
where it will be least felt. In the mean-
time, the good people of Paterson will
take such measures as are necessary
for the relief o, their unfortunate fellow-

-citizens, and the city, like many
another has done, will soon rise from
its ashes and forget misfortune in the
energy, public spirit and private gener-
osity that It has Invoked.

It Is a fact, in regard to street-makin- g,

as In many other things, that there
is more law bearing upon the matter
than is taken advantage of by the peo-

ple. No plan has yet been devised
whereby law may be made self-actin- g.

Somebody must take the initiative if
law becomes a working force. This
every intelligent citizen knows, and "if

this knowledge were acted upon much
of the clamor for new laws would cease.

If the Democrats are really deter-
mined to make the Issue on expansion,
the awkwardness of 1896 will not be al-

leviated. Some of our most ardent
Democratic papers, like the Brooklyn
Eagle, Chicago Chronicle and the Louis-
ville Courier-Journa- l, are as strong for
expansion as they were for the gold
standard.

Judge Taft got himself into some em-

barrassment by his use of the thread-
bare expression "by leaps and bounds,"
which shows that Providence is stiH
just.

XOa'E TOO S00X!

The movement for batter streets in
Portland appears to be taking hold. And
none too soon, for Portland is among the
very last of American cities of metropol-
itan pretensions to suffer the incon-
venience and discredit of and
disorderly streets; and the fact is the
more conspicuous and discreditable on ac-

count of our climate. If there be one
place in the world above every other
where solid roadways and good sidewalks
aro essential to comfort It is here where
the soil Is soft and the rains are persist-
ent. Every visitor remarks what our
own people ought to know, that Portland
would be quite another place If the clay
roadbed of our streets and the wood of
our sidewalks were replaced with asphalt
and concrete and if there were flagstones
at every crossing. Nothing less than this
will ever make Portland a pleasant town
In Winter. Even, though our own sensibil-
ities may become blunted by cuEtom,
Portland will remain in the eyes of other
people a mud-hol- e from November to
May, until we shall have street; which
may bo walked through or driven over
with something like cleanliness and com-

fort. We owe It to our own convenience
and interest and to our good name to
adopt some adequate and comprehensive
plan and to work to It in a systematic
way. This Is the only way any city ever
got good streets, and it Is the only way
we shall ever get them. So long as street
work Is left to political or individual In-

itiative and so long as the property-hol- d,

ers of each street shall have the right
to determine what kind of Improvement
shall be made and when it shall be made,
wo shall have no development of our
street system comparable to our needs.
The plan at least must be a general one;
and if the work cannot be done whole-
sale fashion it should as it progresses be
In accordance with some harmonious
scheme.

A satisfactory plan officially accept-
ed and approved would In itself do good,
for it would stimulate many a property-hold- er

to action upon his own private
initiative. There arc hundreds of property-

-holders who would be willing to put
the streets and sidewalks In front of their
premises In. first-cla- condition if we
had some general plan which might be
followed with the certainty of its being
In accord with future work done under
official order. And a few examples of
this sort of enterprise, especially If sup-

ported by an active public sentiment,
would go far'toward helping matters. No
man likes the contempt of his neighbors,
and there are relatively few who would
not stir themselves if the spirit of the
city should take up this matter of street
improvement with energy and in a mood
which would leave each pronerty-hold- er

to choose between the approval and the
censure of the public.

Portland, as we have said, Ls far be-

hind the other cities of the country in
its neglect of the advantages which come
from and through good streets. Good
streets are almost universal in our neigh-
boring state, California; and at Tacoma
and Seattle, where the conditions of soil
and climate aro similar to our own, the
streets, whllo still far from perfect, are
notably better than with us. In Eastern
cities the care of the public streets is
now everywhere among the more im-

portant considerations. Every Eastern
town of any pretensions, except alone
New York, where the streets are dirty,
In sympathy with the politics, makes it
a point to keep Its streets in good con-

dition: and in strictly te cities,
like Buffalo, the streets everywhere and
at all times are as clean as could possibly
be desired. In spite of the severe climate
of Western New York and of a founda-
tion eoII as soft as our own, the streets
of Buffalo are absolutely free from mud
at all times, and no better illustration
could be found of what is possible to be
done here.

Even In places so moss-back- as Balti-
more and New Orleans, there has lately
developed a new ambition in the matter
of streets and sewers. The latter city, so
long distinguished by its filthy streets
and more filthy surface drains. Is pre-

paring to tesuc bonds In the sum of ?30- .-

LOOOXO for the purpose of putting In a
modern system of pavements and sewers.
And, going further South and beyond the
territory where modern, ideas of enter-
prise and sanitation are presumed to pre.
vail, the City of Mexico Is

her street system upon a basis sec-
ond to none In the world. In connection
with a great drainage eritcrprise scarcely
second to that recently completed at Chi-
cago the Mexican municipality la relay-
ing its streets with asphalt at a cost of
several millions of dollars.

We cite these instances to show what
the tendency is and how widespread It is.
It Is the fashion now to have good streets,
as a few years ago It was the fashion to
let the streets go to rot and ruin. The
question for Portland Is, Shall we go
along In the old fashion, which has given
us our existing wretched streets; or shall
we Join the procession of modern progress?

'THIS IS SARKASM."

RlsrhtcnnN Imllprmttlon and Deaervcd
Rebuke.

Spokane Spokesman-Revie-

The Spokesman-Revie- w concurs in the
following ringing lines from the Seattle

The vicious attack made by the rortlanl
OrcRonlnn upon the conduct of the FtdcralPenitentiary at McNeill's Wand seems to
have been Inspired by the flerco hatred thatpossesses that paper for everything pcrtaln'.nc
to the state of "Washington.

The Portland paper must understand
that it shall not attack our penitentiaries
and jails and go unrebuked. At least not
so long as the P.-- I. and the Spcrkesman-Revie-w

have a rebuke left in the locker.
Nor shall It assail our hobos or opium
Joints.

The P.-- I. is right. If the Oregonian
must take a crack at penitentiaries and
jails, or hobos and opium joints, let It
go nfter Its own penitentiaries and jails,
and its own opium joints and hobos. Ore-
gon has them, and Oregon must under-
stand that it will not be permitted to tear
down these Institutions in Washington In
order to build up its like Institutions.
There be acts which patience will not en-
dure, and thfs is one of them.

Xevr Urltl.sh Uniforms.
London Express.

The recent announcement that consider-
able changes were to be made in our of-
ficers' uniforms, with a view to curtailing
all manner of unnecessary expenses, was
received with widespread satisfaction. It
will be noticed that the reform makes our
officers look like Germany's. Indeed, tne
whole thing Is got up on the Teutonic
model. Plainness and neatness are the
most striking features, all unnecessary de-

rails being dispensed with. Nor need any
complain of a lack of smartness In the cut
of the working garments. As has already
been announced, kahkl is to be discarded
in all ranks of the army. Drab will be tne
color of the new service dress for all
ranks. This means that the new uniforms
will be much the same color as those worn
by the London Scottish Volunteers, who
have reason to be proud that the War
Office has found it advisable to copy their
colors.

THE SEXATE OLIGARCHY.

In the North American Review for Feb-
ruary there is a article by
A. Maurice Low. entitled t'The Oligarchy
of the Senate." It relates how. by de-

grees, continuing over many years, the
Senate of the United States has grad-
ually drawn to itself and engrossed cer-

tain of the prerogatives of the House on
the one hand and certain cf the preroga-
tives of the Executive on the other, un-

til it has become the one great power of
the Government, vlrtuallly dictating to
both House and President.

Take, for instance, the subject of reve-
nue. The Constitution provides that all
revenue bills shnll originate in the House,
but the Senite may amend them. Under
this power of amendment the Senate has
assumed to change totally a House reve-
nue measure, and this course has had
judicial approval. But. as Mr. Low says,
"one may safely hazard the opinion that
none of the framers of the Constitution
in discussing this clause of that instru-
ment anticipated a day when a tariff
bill framed by the House would be treat-
ed with contemptuous indifference by the
Senate, and a tariff bill framed by the
Senite would become the law of the
land. But the fact is greater than the
opinion. By the power of the Senate to
amend, the preponderating control sup-
posed to have been secured to the House
by endowing It with the sole right to
originate money bills has been effaced.
'They In a word hold the purse. Hamil-
ton said of the House; but today the
House holds the purse while the Senate
dips into it."

This is one instance where the Senate
has assumed to dominate the House, but
Mr. Low dates the general legislative
surrender of the House to the Senate
from the election of Mr. Reed to the
Speakership of the Fifty-fir- st Congress.
Mr. Low has nothing but praise for Mr.
Reed's rules, which took away the power
of a minority to block legislation.

The very fact that the rules have been
continued In force during party changes
since show their merit. Nevertheless their
effect has been to devolve upon the Sen-
ate the serious consideration of all vital
measures, thus Increasing the power and
Importance of that body.

Turning to the encroachments made or
attempted to be made on the Executive.
Mr. Bow shows the Senatorial influence
over appointments to office, and ho?r "un-
der the guise of a Senatorial courtesy"
a Senator may secure the rejection of an
appointee from his own state who Is
personally objectionable to him.

So, too, in regard to the trenty-makin- g

power of which the Senate assumes to be-
lieve itself as much a part as the Execu-
tive, even to the extent of being con-
sulted before or during tho progress of
negotiations.

Mr. Low further points out that by
means of the unwritten rules of the Sen-
ate all real authority In that body Is cen-
tered in a few hands. The men who by
length of service have reached the head
of the leading committees are the men
who rule. You can count them on your
two hands. Without their consent no
legislation can bo passed or business
transacted.

And it Is only by length of service that
these positions can be
reached. As Mr. Low remarks: "A Web-
ster entering tho Senate today would
perforce sit at the foot of the table, and
find it futile to oppose the chairman: and
a Webster would find himself on a com-mitte- ee

of minor Importance, while men
his intellectual Inferiors and his juniors
in years, but his seniors In service, would
be members of great committees."

There Is much In this fine article for
the thoughtful American Interested in his
Government to ponder deeply.

SupprcsMlnp: Tariff Dl.sonN.sion.
Chicago Record-Heral- d.

Political fatuity was never more strik-
ingly exemplified than by those Repub-
lican leaders of the House who have pre-
pared a petition which Is being circulated
for tho signatures of their Republican col-
leagues, and which requests the commit-
tee on rules to bring in a rule that shall
make It Impossible for the House to con-
sider tariff revision at the present session.
. The move Is said to be without prece-
dent, and it is certainly without a gleam
of sense. If It succeeds the result will be
the most expensive political dam that was
ever built. Of course, the chances are
against revision. That has been apparent
from the opening of the session, but there
are other methods of shunting the sub-
ject aside which would not be nearly so
offensive as this advertisement of the
House's impotence.

The leaders, proclaim their
own weakness by the expedient, and their
action 'should stimulate the members of
their party to a little independent think-
ing. It should be patent to them that if
they went into the scheme and the rule
were adopted outside, conditions which
have caused a resumption of the historic
tariff debate would not be affected. Even
such potent personalities as those which
are known as Henderson, Dalzell and
Grosvenor could hardly rule the currents
of thousands of Industries If they can
rule the House with the help of a petition.
It Ls good politics, therefore, to 'keep an
eyo on the currents and steer clear of the
petition, which might turn up In the fu-
ture to plague the signers. Some loop-
hole should be left for explanations If, as
is likely to be the case, there should bo a
general agitation against excessive tariff'rates.

Immoderate Moderate DrlnUInpr.
American Medicine.

"The immoderate moderate drinker" is
warned against by Sir Dyce Duckworth,
in the Interests of life insurance com-
panies. He speaks purely clinically, and
has no faith in statistics; ho does not be-

lieve in total abstinence, except that it is
better to abstain altogother than to misuse
alcohol in the slightest degree. He re-
gards alcohol as a food, and as a good
food when used properly and well within
the physiologic limit, which he puts at
an equivalent of two fluid ounces daily.
He says that moro assured lives are cut
short by exceeding this limit than by
tuberculosis or any other malady. A far
more accurate and detailed method of
quizzing applicants for insurance is urged.
Sir Dyce Duckworth draws a number of
fine distinctions between "Intemperate abo-
litionists," "temperance advocates," "tem-
perance persons," "alcoholic intemper-
ance." etc.. and lastly. "Immoderate mod-
erate drinkers." which will hardly be rec-
ognized by the understanding of the or-
dinary man, at least, not practically.
There Is, we should say, entirely too much
immoderate moderate drinking.

The House "We Used to Live. In.
The house we used to lUVln looks at us

So wistfully as we ro driving by;
The wind that makes Its near tree murmur-

ous
Flies swiftly after with entreating sltch.

Come back! come back! we hear It low Im-

plore,
Lift- up the grass-choke- d gate, the earth-staine- d

door.
And enter In your childhood's homo once

more.

Ah. no! let us make merry with light speech
Of newer days and push the past aside.

Close to that door the baby used to reach
The knob and play with It before he died;

He used to sleep on the broad window sill.
A sunbeam In his curls no. not that hill
This level road. Drive fast oh. faster still.

How small it was! Before the birds aro
grown

They lie so warmly In one tiny nest:
But nil the world ls theirs when they have

flown.
And foreign roofs replace the mother's

breast. '

Ah. well God careth. See, before us now
The ampler home beneath a lofty bough.
Lift up the saddened heart and cltar the

brow.

For In that empty nest beyond the hill
Are blesFed shadows at Immortal case;

The baby on the window sill.
The happy children underneath the trees.

Old house, look not so piteous. Thou art
Of larger lives the very sweetest part;
The first lovs of the unforgetting heart.

Etaelwyn WJetherald In Youth's Companion.

NOTE AND COMMENT.

Don't forget to register today.

Mr. Shakespeare's come to town.

The war tax was not the only white
man's burden.

Aguinaldo is suffering in the last' stages
of hasbecnitls.

The Boer Was Is still In session. Why
doesn't Mr. Kipling drop his hat?

Cuba would probably prefer to do busi-
ness with this country on a basis,
basis.

General Dewet counts that day lost
when he is neither captured nor uncap-turc- d.

After a while distinguished, criminals
wil not regard Portland as a good hid-

ing place.

Of course Prince Henry will ask to seo
Captain Coghlan as soon as he lands in
New York.

Paterson had anarchists to burn, but
for some reason or other she used more
expensive fuel.

Personal. Miss Stone, the wel-kno-

missionary, is still sojourning in the
mountains of Bulgaria.

The freedom of New York Is to be ten-
dered Prince Henry. And nobody has
asked Mr. Croker, either.

With wireless telegraphy in use by tho
Weather Department, wo ought to have
a few prognostications.

New York has explosions with alarm-
ing frequency, but as long as Tillman Is
in Congress, Washington will hold tho
record.

Rudyard Kipling and Cecil Rhodes are
in South Africa together. And still tho
Boers have the hardihood to keep oa
fighting.

Emperor William has been 23 years a
soldier. Strange the German papers do
not publish a list of the battles in which
he has been engaged.

President Roosevelt made only a brief
stop at Boston. The most rugged of men
will get pneumonia If they are subjected
long to an unaccustomed chill.

Maurice Grau has arranged his gala
opera performance. It Is understood that
John D. Rockefeller and J. P. Morgan
will both be able to buy tickets.

i

No cream or milk is to be had In tho
Philippines; consequently no ice cream.
Courtship there may be supposed within
the means of poor (but proud) young men.

An anti-snitc- h campaign Is going on in
Kansas City. A "snitch," according to one
of the papers, "is a eheap lawyer, very
frequently a young lawyer, a man of
small practice and precarious Income,
which would probably dwindlo to nothing
were he not excessively active In drum-
ming up trade. His specialty is the in-

dividuals who have suffered a supposed
or real Injury to feelings, character or
person, and his method ls to induce such
Individuals to bring damage suits, or to
threaten suits, with the object of ex-

tracting money from the person. Arm or
corporation upon whom lies the alleged
blame."

The letter was written in the French
language, as that was the only thing the
old folks could read. In answering the
letter, the Barber's little sister was called
upon to address the envelope. While she
could not read English, she printed, as
best she could,, the letters on the card,
and hero ls the way she did it:

JOHN' JOXES, :

Barber. No. "West street, :

Everything clean. :

Fresh towels to every customer. :

Duluth, Minnesota. United States. :

"We should not mourn over tho fortified
legations, or even tho garrisons retained
on our soil," says the Sin Wan Pao, of
Pekln. "Our greatest cause for anxlety
is our own Ignorant populace. Most of
our patriots groan over 'outside woes,' but
they are off the track. Our chief woes are
Internal. The outside woes are the result
of internal disorders. Internal disorders
are fomented by the unemployed and Ig-

norant. So we come back' to the point
we began with, viz., the importance of
education and support of the people.
Hence we welcome the establishment of
Industrial schools, agricultural and com-
mercial schools In various places. This
is attacking the evil in tho right way;
not by the executioner's ax, nor by weak
and aimless pity, but by removing the
root."

IVornt of the Vices.
Rev. MInot J. Savage.

The spirit of gambling is unsocial; it
is anti-huma- n; it makes a man live with
his hand against every other man. Thero
Is hardly any other vice so utterly and
hopelessly inhuman as gambling; most
vices you share with somebody, even If
you Injure them, by so doing, you at least
share a momentary satisfaction 'with them;
but In gambling everybody Is your enemy,
and you are seeking to get out of them,
what they possess without doing them any
good. It Ls opposed to the world's busi-
ness, to the world's prosperity In, every
direction, and It dries up in a man the
fountains of love and tenderness that bind
him to his fellows arid .makes him the
enemy of mankind.

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

He Do you like solitaire? She Is this a
proposition referring to cards or rings? YOn-ke- rs

Statesman.
Mother Vhat's the matter, children? "Wil-

lie Why. we were rlaylng Garden of Eden
and Bertha's gone and eaten up the whole
apple. Chicago Dally Xews.

"I see where a fellow Is going to pay ?50o
for a poem." "What?" "Yes; he cut It out
of a paper la the Congressional Llbijiry. and
that ls what they fined htm." Philadelphia
Itecord.

Obliging. "Do you tnlnk you had better eat
another piece of pie?" asked the neighbor
lady, who had already given little Bobble one
piece for running an errand. "Yes, ma'am,"
replied Bobble, promptly, "I will It you wish
me to." Ohio State Journal.

Mistress (to new maid) Well. Mary. I'vo
tried to apportion you dliferent duties for each
day In the week, so- - that you ma;- - have variety
In your work. You've been here! a month now.
Just tell me which day you like best? Maid
riease, mum, my day out! Punch.

The Woman's L.ot. "Poor woman! She works
hard all day and then she's up nearly all
night with the bableV "What's the matter
with her husband? Why doesn't he help her?"
"Oh! He puts In all hW lime agitating for an
eight-hou- r day for the working man." Phila-
delphia Frees.

Vex Xot Thou the Poet's Mind.
I know I must be wrong.
But I cannot love Ping-pon-

I cannot sing
In praise of ping:
I ha-- no song
For pong.
Philadelphia Evening Bulletin.
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