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WE TAN SEAVE OURSELVES,

Oregon should fly more with her own
wings, and not cry so much for others
to come and save her. We should not
spend po much time and effort in at-
tempts to galn the favor of Mr. Har-
riman or Mr. Hill, meanwhile neglect-
$ng the very force that will compel the
homags of the vast Intereats those men
represent. Oregon, and Portland as its
chief seat of commerce—ihe chlef seat
of commenrce for the whole mightywval.
ley of the Columbla—should cease
yearning and sighing and reaching o
tremendously after the (neffable, the
grand and distant and Impractical
things of commercial and community
iife, and settle down to digging in the
home field, to use of the blessings that
Nature has bestowed upon us so boun-
teously,

Larga transportation comblnations
will mot for the asking pour thelr power
into Fortlacd and make it great with-
out an effort of its own. We may argue
the patural advantages of this route,
we may cajole, we may threaten, we
may preach, we may pray to the powers
that control artificial commercial lines,
all to no purpose. Seclfish Interests turn
them elsewhere., They come here only
o get what we will give them, They
take mo part in the development of our
home field. They spend freely for Im-
provemefits a small part of the money
we pay them. They are here because
the strengith of our positlon will not
permit them o Igoore us. They glve
as little as possible and take as much
as possible.

This i= the Jow of the business world,
and we must recognize #t. But we hold
in our hande the power to dompel rec-
ognition from the largest business in-
teresta. Thut power is home develop-
ment. If we permit a fow cliques of
raflroad manipuiators and financlal
managers to cuntrol our heritage, to
hold us In servile bondage, they will
do it. They are oot benefleent instito-
tions, and all {s fish that comes to thelr
net. They may apportion rallroad ter-
ritory, giving Southern and Southeast-
em Oregon to San Francisco; North-
eastern Oregon, the Clearwater region
of Idaho, and even the Nehalem Valley,
Iying at Portiand's door, to Puget
Bound. They may think their Interests
better served by tapplng Eastern Ore-
gon from the east than by giving it
easy connectlon with Portland. They
may opposeé letting Portland into the
Big Bend country of Washington. But
will Portland, will Oregon, will the vast
and rich Columbla Valley, lie supinely
and see themselves tricked and bandied
and made a fool's bauble?

Portiand is rich emough to help her-
self. Ehe has the resources, geograph-
jeal position and commercial prestige.
Moreover, If we do nol misread recent
events, she has the spirit, the will, the
energy 10 do go. In other words, Port-
land not only ls rich encugh to help
herself, but she will do s0; and do &1 In
the interest not only of Oregon, but of
ihe entire Columbia Valley. We shal]
do It by tapping the native richness of
the country, giving regions now isolat-
el convenient access to marketa We
shall bave such a raflroad as the Co-
lumbia Southern to penetrate the heart
of Fasterm Oregon, with an extenslon
on the northern end to free navigation
on the Columbia If need be. We shall
have such a Hne as that @mow projected
Irom the Columbia River through the
core of the Kilckitat Valley, with im-
mense pomsibilities beyond. We shall
have such a road as that of the Port-
land, Vancouver & Yakima to the Bt
Helens mining district and beyond. We
shall get access to Lhe varied resources
of the Nehalem WValley and the Tilia-
mook country. We shall get out into
the foothills of Clackamas County.
These things we shall do, not dream
over them and resolve Iimpressively
upon their eminent respectabllity—or
we shail decay. -

Then, when we do thess things our-
selves, we shall not lack for powerful
friends. They will all be eager to as-
elst us. The Instruments to accomplish
this lie at our hand, the field is walt-
ing at our feel The worid has the
right to expect us to use our opportuni-
ties before we send out the call for ree-
oguition. Our salvation lles In the cul-
tivation of the home field. AH else will
be added.

The cotton manufeciurers of the Caro-
linas, Georgla and Alabama, as well as
the Eastern manufacturers, have ap-
peared before the Senate commiftee on
immigration in opposition to the Mitch-
ell Chinsse exclusion blll, They ask
that no jaw be passed beyond the re-
enactment of the Geary law umntil the

the whole matter may come up in 1804
These Southern manufacturers say that
prior to the Boxer outbreak in Chins
several Bouthemm cotton mills shipped
slmost thelr entire product to the Ori-
ent: that since the restoration of order
these shipments have besn resumed,
with a promise of a Iarge increase,
which might be checked by adverse
Chinese legislntion. This check woyld
affect bosh the miils of the South and
thoee of the North, because of the in-
tensified home competition,

INDEPFENDENCE TALK IS PREMA-
TURE.

There I8 no lack of evidence, there

has never been any lack of evidence,
that the activity of antl-imperialism in
the United States has held up the hands
of the Philippine Insurrectos. Bryan's
campaigns, Atkinson's pamphblets and
the grave protests of men like Senator
Hoar have helped to keep the resist-
ance alive, just as the copperheads of
the North sncouraged the South In the
ldea that no government could justly
sccure the consent of the governed by
force, and prolonged the inevitable end
of the struggie.
On the other hand, it Is undeniable
that some favorable effect—It Is uncer-
tain how much—would be exarted in
favor of peave I the United Stales
were to promise the Filipinos their In-
dependence, If it is sald on one hand
that there o no use negotiating with
the insurrectos uatll our authority has
been universally recognized, so it may
be answered on the otBer hand that if
the Filipinos were aesured of their In-
depandence, their oppoesition to cur tem.
porary rule would measurably, perhaps
slmost wholly, give way. Here Is a
dilemma that I not to be settled with-
out reflection. Ie It our duty, then, to
promige them independence, and bring
the rubellion to an end?

Now, It s0o happens that speedy end
of the rebelllon is not the only thing
required to be taken Into consideration.
The question what Is best for the Islands
is not, as Senator Hoar and his alliea
Secm think, prueisely equivalent to
the guestion how to end the rebellion.
To end the rebellion is an end to be de-
sired, It Is true; but it s not necessarily
the only end to be desired. The real
goal we must alm at ls the welfare of
the islandas and jurtice to ourselves
The question whether the welfare of
the islands will best be promoted by
independenice or by annexation 8 A
question of fact, not a question of im-
pulse, or even of precedent, It Is to be
determined, a® other questions of Na-
tional policy are determined, by axpe-
dlency derived from evideonce and rea-
B,

Nothing is easier than to say offthand,
as Bepator Beverkige =ays, that the
Phillppines are be the brightes!
jewel in our crown, and must by =zl
means be retained. Nothing is easler
than to say, as Senator Hoar says, thal
they are entitled to their lndependence
and must be promised it. But neither
of these propositlons can be proven
The evidence i not at hand. It must
be had before a decision ean be made,
and the oanly—thing that can furnish It
s time. Time will show whether
the lslands should be held or alienated.
Nobody kmows now, Opinions differ.
We must walt and sss,

Is It not clear, then, that talk of
granting the Philippines their Independ-
ence is premature? We can't promise It
unless we know it Is wise to grant I,
and we can’'t grant it until we know
that in their sober minds, with peace
restored, business and indusirinl con-
ditlons mormal, they desire it, and that
the deslre can be safely acceded to,
Therefore there I8 nothing for us 1o do
but walt.

It i not incumbent on a transferred
torritory to revolt as sgoon aE the freaty
of negotintion s made out. It is It=
right, as the American colonies dld, to
revolt from misgovernment; but until
misgovernment has been demonstrated,
rebellion is not in order. No one pro-
pozed to offer the Confederacy inde-
pendence for the purpose of bringing
the Civil War to an end. No ope pro-
posedl amnesty to the leaders or fail
restoration to forfeited state preroga-
tives. Acceptance of the National sov-
ereignty must come first, and conces-
elons later. 8o in the Phillppines

Hawall had her Independence and
asked for annexatlon. So did Texas.
Cuba Is to have her independénce, but
she may elect to prefer annexation, It
may be just so with the Phillippines
Time will tell. Talk of independence is
premature. That is the objection to
such utterances as President Schurman

to

1o

has deit called upon to qualify. The
United States le not going to begin
granting independence to the Philip-

pines by abdicating in favor of men In
armes ageinst our rightful soverslgnty
Peace first, and concessions afterwand,

DRIFT T0O GOVERNMENT OWNER-
SHIPF.

The recent report of the Interstate
Commerce Commission 18 & frank con-
fession on the part of its members that
the great rallroad managers of the
country treat the lnterstate commerce
law with contempt; that they disobey
the law; that the great rallmoad man-
agers and thelr favored shippere are ut-
terly without business honor and good
faith in their attitude to the laws of
the United States which attempt (o deal
with thelr traffic. The commisson
makes mo suggestion of legislative re-
form which would be likely to prove ef-
factive; it geems o speak in the sccents
of despair rather than of hope of the
future, and the keynote of the Iast two
reports of the Interstate Commerce
Commission has been & tale of diserimi-
nations and vﬂ:\"r injustice on the part
of the railroads which It is powerless
o prevent. The commission annually
finds that the rpilways gouge the peo-
pie at nen-competitive polnts and defy
the orders of the eommission to dis-
continue their unjust squeezing of the
shipper. The commiegion polnts out
that whenever It Is necessary to resort
to the trick to thwart the exerclee of Iis
authority or intercession, the rallway
companies ralse rates without changlog
them by changing the classifieation of
the commodities 1o be aflfected.

Both n England and In this country
the method of public control under pri-
vate ownership has been falrly tried and
found wanting. After fifty years of at-
tempted government control in Eng-
iand, and fourtesn years under the
commission system ln this country, the
rallways really control the Government.
In both England and Ameriea the rail-
way companles have been able to main-
taln exorbitant rates, both frelght and
passenger, and freight rates are so ad-
Justed in favor of the long haul for im-
ported goods ap to diseriminate injuri-
ocypsly against local producers, And in
both England and the United States the
political power of the rallwaye is able
1o defeat genuine reform or rellef. This
situation cannot forever continue with-

expiration of the present treaty, so that

Hkely to come at no distant day In
Engiand and the United States in the
form of the generabpubiic ownership of
rallwaye. Whether thla solution comes
soon or late, it will depend on the fu-
ture administration of the great rall-
woay managers of the country, If they
continue to give cause for such severe
indictment as they have recently ob-
tained from the Interstate Commerce
Commiasion, the general public owner-
ship of rallways will come before the
end of the century.

The time has been when the leading
men of both parties dreaded the as-
sumption of so enormous an onterprisa
as the ownership and operation of the
railways, but it Ia become a choice of
evils at least, and successful public
ownershlp in Belglum, Prussia, Aus-
tralia and Austria has oonvinced us
thut the fnancial burden Is not difficuit
to susiain, The political objectlon of a
vast Increase of Government employes
is worthy of very serious consideration,
but thesse employes would not be the
people’s masters, but the people's serv-
ants, who could be got rd of when -
competent or corrupt, while the present
rallway oligarchy are the prople’s mas-
ters, since they are non-removable by
the pecpie. General public ownership of
rallways Is not without very serious ob-
jections, but the ablest thinkers on this
subject belléve that these objectiuns are
fully offset by the unjust discrimine-
tious and other Impesitions Incident to
private ownership, The raillway mag-
nates have abused thelr power and op-

and it is now a little over 17 miles. This
shows that the steam roads are belng
rteadlly driven from suburban to long-
distance traffic, despite thelr more fre-
quent traln service and radical reduc-
tion of suburban fares. The street rall-
ways have become a seriously threaten-
Ing factor to the passenger business of
the steam rallways, and If the street
rallways should succeed In persuading
the Legislatura to open the door t
freight transportation, the steam rall-
ways would greatly suffer. The ele-
ment of tims gives the steam rallways
the advantage over the street rallways
in the matter of passenger traffic, but
in freight transportation time ls of com-
paratively small importance. The pres-
sure of the great capital interests be-
hind the street rallways will sconer or
later prevall upon the Legisiature to
glve them the privilege of freight trafic.
Why should they mnot have tT The
concession would be In the Interest of
the people, for it would force the steam
rallways to be conservative In thelr
charges on local' freight traffic. It
would be a wvast donvenience to the
pecple of suburban towns In the mat-
ter of light freights like milk, fruit,
garden produce, packages and parcels
for country familles, merchants and

traders. In the Interest of the public
welfare and convenlence, the strest
rallways should be allowed (o carry
freight,

The Tacoma Ledger is still whining

portunity at the expeénse of the masses
of the people oo loog and tou wantonly
much loager to eacape revolutionary l€g-
ialation.

HOwW 'i‘lll"; BRITISH PAY TAXES.
The South African War i» a burden

on Great Britaln, buat it lies on a na-
tion that is in the habit of bearing
whatever burdens need to be borne,

whether In shouidering arms or paying
taxes. About a yvear ago The Orego-
nian remarked that while the war would
cost & pretty. penny, the British people
would provide the neceszanry funds and

pey the price without grudging,
whatever It ghould be. An elaborate
analyslis of the Britih Imperial reve-

nuee, printed in the Lomdon Statist, af-
fords abundant evidence that this Brit-
ish spirit of determination has been
steadlly rhown,

It appears, thon, so freely have taxes
flowed Into the Imperial treasury, that
there i today a surplus of some $40,.-
009,000 In the treasury, already left over
from estimated expenditures, and if the
government chooses to spend to the

| fully explained a few days ago. but

because The Oregonian does cot print
Tacoma wheat quotations. The Orego-
nian's reasons for not dolng so were

the Ledger refuses to be comforted. It
insists that Portlend exporters, who
handle nearly nine-tenthsof the wheat
which is shipped from Tacoma, are not
in a position to give an accurate quota-
tion on the wheat which they buy for
shipment st the Puget Sound port. The
Ledger endeavors to give out the im-
pression that the braoch offices main-
tained by the big Portland exporters In
Tacoma have as mugh to say aboul
making prices io the interior as the
head offices in this city. It virtualiy
acknowledges Its error, however, by the
following statement:

Many ships origioaliy chartered for Portiand
—something more than a score up to date this
segson—bave had thelr orders chunged (o Ta-
coma. Is 1t to be assumed that Portland ix to
have credit for the shipments she Qid not get?

All that s necessary to be sald re-
garding this is that the exporters who
changed the orders of those ships are
the ones who make the quotation on
whent &4t both Portland and Tacoma.
These quotations, to be accurate and

Ilmit In the fscal year which ends
March 31 mext, 11 will have §1,000,000,000
at its disposal—a vast sum, and one
which the Btatist belleves largely in ex-
cesa of current nesds. In other words,
Great Britain is still the richest coun-
try In the world, and in splte of the
enormous expenditures of the South Af-
rican War, is nble and willing to shoul-
der =till heavier charges It they should
be required,

The detalled showing Im ooe of re-
markable strength. The estimated reve-

nues for 1901-1802 ape £142,435000, but
£3.00000 “in ways and means ad-
vances” were brought forward from

1900-1901, reducing the deficit to £51.-
§70,000. The loans ralsed have amount-
ed to £59,925. 381, which leaves a surplus
for mesting war expenses of £8,053.351.
The ordinary expenditures for the cur-
rent year, exclusive of the war outlays
and jnclusive of the sinking-fund appro-
priation, now suspended, amount to
LI1M.652,000, while the revenues ostl.
mated 1o be reallzed are
Further, an additional sum, £3,300.000,
will be recelved for the flecal year of
1802-1903 from the new taxes Imposed in
the last budget. This makes, even al-
lowing for shrinkage in taxes due to
trade depression, a revenue for 1902-1903
which will ¢xceed the ardinary expendl-
tures by £14.102,000, and execluding the
sinking fund would amount to £18,700,-
004,
war materiael to the amount of £2.322.-
000, the revenues would exceed the ex-
penditures by £21.000,000. The Statlst
thinks that If It s expedient o Increase
taxation the Chancellor may elect to
ralse the sugar duty from % penny to
1 peany & pound, which would give him
£5.900,000 more. Any locrease In taxa-
tlen, it adds, {# improbable,

The cost of the South African War
has indesd, been enormous, and the end
ia not yel. The Statlst puts it at £163,-
500,000, including estimates for appropri-
ntions at the present sesslon of Parlia-
ment, or $S17.600,000. BShould the re-
mainder of the war expenditure after
March 31 reach £60,000,000, the total cost
would be £233.000,000, or In our money
about $1,115,000,000. The actual borrow-
ingn to mest the gxpenses up to March
3l have been dominally £127,000,000, but
the actual cash received has besn £102.-
711,000, to which the einking fund hes
added £9,971,000, making the total debt
about £136000,000. The surplus of reve-
nite over ordinary expenditures has been
£28.99 000 for the past three years, and
the balance of £2,762,000 has Leen pro-
vided out of the fres cash in the treas,
ury on April 1, 158, The war cutlays
for elghteen months to March 31, 1901,
were -£90,736,000, and the estimata for
the fisca! year of 1901-1802 s £72,7832,000,
a total cost of L£183.515,000, as already
stated. Should another loan of £80,000,-
000 have to be ralsed, the toin! debt In-
curred would reach £I157.000,000, and
with the additions from the sinking
fund for three years would make the
total borrowings £200,000,000,

Despite the remarkable exhibit In
financial strength, It la fmpoesible to
view this war debt of $1,000,000,000 with-
out solicitude for the reception the leg-
acy may have at the hands of future
ganerations, If the pessimistie predic-
tlon® of Great Britain's Industiria]l de.
cline should be fulfilled. The present
generation, and doubtless the next, will
take care of the obligations cheerfully.
No one will ever complain, In fact, so
long as the empire is prosperous. Large
private and governmental refurns are
certain to arise from Britieh Africa.
But if business reverses and Indusirial
gloom should settle down over the
fsiand kingdom [self, some very lugu-
bricus plainis may vex the ears of Brit.
ish Ministers of the twenty-first cen-
tury.

The report of the Rallrond Commls-
sion of Massachusetts showws that the
street rallways are & rapldly growiog
factor in the transportation business of
the state, while the steam roads are
barely holding their ground. There has
been no increase in the mileage aof the
steum roads for ten Yyears, while the
street railways show continuous and
large Increase of mileage. The law does
not allow the street rallways to carry
freight, so that the steam roads show
an lucreasing traffic for thelr freight
service, but the passenger business of
the steam roads has droppes! from a
total of 118,790,847 in 1838 to a total of
WL 768,628 in 1901. In 1551 the average

out A revolutionary scolution, which I=

Journey per pessenger was 1% miies,

from first hands, must be secured from
headquarters. The Ledger Is departing
from the original question when it “as-
rumes that Portland is to have credit,”
ete. The Oregonlan prints more wheat
news than is printed by any paper in
the State of Washington. It prints the
news and also the quotations for the In-
formation of the wheatgrowers of Ore-
gon, Washington and Idaho, and not for
the purpose of fAattering any particular
part, nor for the purpose of giving Port-
Innd or Tacoma credit to which they
are not entitled.

Mrs. Addie B, Richardson, on trial
a: Plattsburg, Mo., for the murder of
her husband, with Stewart Fife, of
North Yakima, as accomplice, was
quickly acquitted of the charge
From the testimony adduced, it ap-
pears that Frank Richardson, deceased,
was by no means an exemplary hus-
band; that the wife had stiriven hard

£142.455,000, |

Leaving out extra expenditures for |

to gave him from Immoral practices,
and that on the evening In which he
entered his kome suddenly and was
{ shot for his jealous pains, she was en-
| gaged n trimming.a Christmas tree for
her children; that the shot which ended
his life was fired In the darkness by a
person unseen by and uanknown to her
This story, told with tears. car-
ried conviction of her I[nnocence o
the jury. Whether her story is true or
| not, there is no doubt of the humilin-
tiom and indignities that Mrs. Richard-
scn had long suffered at her hushand’s
hands, which will greatly, and niot un-
naturally, ebate her grief because of
his death.

A finely educated prisoner has re
cently been par@oned by Governor
Nagh, of Ohlo, when he had almost
completed a three years' pentence for
grand larceny. He Is a Syrian, speaks
twelve langunges fuently, and is a
scholar of many attainments. Scholas-
tic culture doea aot andow A man with
moral sense cr sensitive conscience, else
Bacon would never have been corrupt,
or Lorenzo di Medicl erusl. The lale
George P. Marsh, once our Minister to
Italy, was a very famous lingulst, but
in reviewing his testimony as a witness
the attopney against whose case Marsh
testified sald: “The only differenes be-
tween the Hon, George P. Marsh and
his fellow-witnesses is that while they
can lle In one language, he can lle in
fifteen.”

A woman, widowed and aged, who
has brought up a large famliy of sons
and daughters, Is less an object of pity
when she dles alone than she kas been
through weary months In which she
has lived alone. Yet, when the former
event occure, the tender sympathies of
the community, that had become ac-
customed to the latter coadition and
ceased to regard It seriously, are
shocked; the children, who had permit.
ted the old mother to “look out for her-
pelf,” flock home to the funeral with
manifestations of grief and surprise,
and the occasion is treated as one of
lre:ret. The contradictions of human
nature ara manifest In such cases, and
{ts shortcomings are painfully apparent,

The cani of Dalton s scarcely less
wenrisome than the bravado of Wade.
Cowards both, the one seeks to vell his
true feellngs under bungllogly assumed
plety, the other under grewsome galety.
Equally guilty in Intent when they set
out together In quest of unearned
money, equally gullty now as they face
the gallows, they are one in cowardice,
which Is rendered by the one as repent-
ance, by the other as mock courage.
The public, In faclag this double execu-
tion, i» under a grievous strain. It will
be well when the drop falls and the
painful scene ends.

The Internal Revenue Collector at
Philadelphia wes recently removed upon
the ground that he had taken part in
the campalgn, appearing on the stump
in deflance of a warning he had received
from Washington that such “perniclous
activity” was lncompatible with the Ad-
ministration’s policy as to the clvil serv-
lee.

Highwayman Thompson may as well
own up without reservation. Like Jack
Wade, he has reached the place where
confession cannot work him additional

SOME REMARKS ON OREGON ROADS

An agent of the Agricuitural Depart-
ment at Washington is now In Oregon
seeking to Interest the people—and espe-
elally the people of tha Willamette Valley
—in the general subject of good roads. Me
has Inoked over the fleld and professes to
#¢s no reason why we ghould continue
to flounder through muddy roads in Win-
ter and suffer the discomfort of dusi In
Summer. Oregon, he thinks, ought to
have good roads as well as California and
the Eastern States; and he goes at length
Into the advantages which might be ex-
pected to follow the comstruction of model
thoroughfares. Al this is Interesting
enough, and, of course, precisely what Is
to be expected from one whose business
it is, upon the busis of & sultable salary
arrangement, to travel about the country
and joily up the people In the [nterest
of the Agricultural Department.
This Is not the first time the good roads
agitation has struck Oregon. Indeed, we
have had it many times and In various
forms. And Iovariably it comes f(rom
somebody who is making a trade of .
In the Leglslature before the last It took
the highly "prachcu!" form of a proposi.
tion for a state commission on a high-
salaried basis to explain to the peaple
what they need and to point out the
ava In which roads ought to bo bujit.
And something like this {s suggested
rearly every &ession, not by the people
who use the roads, but by someboldly who
would Yke the job of maintalning an of-
fice at Salem,for the instruction of road-
makers,

Now, the people of Oregon know as weil
ss anybody the conditlon of thelr roads
and the Inconvenlence under which they
suffer for the want of better. 1t i5 a thing
quite bheyond the power of any sclentilic
gentieman to explain anything about the
roads of Polk County for example to one
who has ever seen them In Winter—
much less attempted to take a beavily
ifonded wagon over them. Thera s no
troutle on the score of fallure to ap-
preciate the conditions. We.are dead to
rights &5 1o the facts, We know, too, that
good roads would be a tremendous ad-
vantage {n attracting new populatiomand
in facilitating the business of the coun-
ry

And we know another thing, namely,
that under the general conditions of the
epuntry at this time we have no maore
chance of getting anything approaching
mode] roads throughout Western Oregon
than we have of getting the moon -for a
footbail. Let us conslder the matter seri-
ously for a moment: The solls of Wesi-
érn Oregon are generally alluvial upon a
clay basis. For elght months of the year
there are frequent and for much of the
time excesslve ralns, Water falling vpon
the surface is largely takem up and re-
tained by the soft top soll, for the ciay
sub-soll, being measurabiy Impervious,
does not facllitate dralnage., Now, It Is
not essentinl that one should be much
of an engineer or to have had much ob.
servatlon of roads to see how these facts
affect the road systems of this ocountry.
It makes bad roads of course, and what
is more it makes good roads a very serl-
ous problem, even If there were money
in plenty to spemd on toad construction
and maintenance. To make anything ilke
a good romd anywhere In the Willlamette
Valley it |s necessary to make both o
foundation and a top treatment—ealling
for rock and for “surface meial” in large
guantities. And even the best roads un.
der the test of our peraistent rains, which
keep thelr surface wet neariy half of each
year, need constanl and costly redrass-
Ing. In brief, it s difflenlt and costly
to bulld roads here, and dificult and cost-
Iy to take care of them after they are
buaiilt.

Furthermore, the population of this
country from the roadmaking standpoint
1s very small and the Industry of the
country is on a lmiled and almost as
vet a ploneer basiz, Good roads, unde-
nlably, would be a great convenlence to
the people, and would go far to promote
business, and (f there were some avall-
able good falry to provide them It would
be well and good. Bul there is but one
way for this or any community to get
good roads, and that Is to make them;
and 1n the present conditlons of Ore-
gon tie thing s imposgible. At the lowest
possible estimate it would cost 000 per
mile to ereite even a falr road system
in Western Oregon, and anything ap-
proaching o mode]l system would cost two
or three times as much. Of course, the
thing is practically Impossible. It wouid
bankrupt the country to nttempt it. The
time will come when the country will be

able to provide itself with good ronds,
when It will be economy to do it But
that time Is not yet. Before it cean be

done there will have to be more peaple
to share in the cost and a arger basis of
taxable property.

After all there i nobody so well In.
formed as to what the publie wants and
whaot it can pay for as the people them.

selves. Englneering skill 1= all right In
fts way, and 1t will be of great value
when  the country has reached a point

in Its Jh.v.v'...(lm--ut when It can make use
of it. But nothing could be more ridieu-
lous at this time than those profound
counsels which, with the ideals of a model
road sywtem in mind, gravely assures us
that there Is no reason why Oregon should
not have perfect roads. It ls ridicuicus
because every practical man knows that
the peopls have not got the money to pay
the bills and that the present traffie of
the couniry would not warrant its ex-
penditore if they had.

In BEastern Oregon and In Southern OTe-
gon there are generally different condl-
tons and what ls sald above {s not ap-
plicable to these sectlons. In the East.
ern country there ls much lees raln, the
country roads being even In Winter most-
ty dry as comparcd with the condltions of
mostly wet in the Willamette Valley, The
soll, too, s commonly better from a rond.
muaking standpoint. In many parts of
Eastern Oregon all that ls necessary for
the making of a falrly good road is to
grade and drain it, and this Is every-
where belng done. In Southern Oregon
the conditions are largely the same, Grad-
ing. drainnge and usage alone wiil make
a good road In some dlstricts, and In
others 1t Is anly necessary to overlay the
roads with the decomposed granite which
ts everywhere abundsnt to make them all
that the interest or the convenlence of
the publle requires. In either of these last
named sections there Is as yet little need
tor the eclentific rondmaker, who has
everywhere and under all elrcumsiances
the disposition 1o make road work as
costly as possible.

Darien.
A D 1318—A. D 1001,
The American Senate has matified the Isth-
mun treaty —Washington Telegram.
“Silent, upoti & peak in Darten’"—
The Spanish steel red In his conquering hand,
Whiles golden, green and graclous the wvast
land
Of the new world comes sudden into Men—
Stands Numez da Baiboa. Nerth and South
tie sees at last the full Pacifie roll
In blus and sllver on each shelf and shoal,
And the white bar at the broad river's mouth,
And long, manked palm irees. “'Quesn of
Heaven,' he eried,
*“Today thouv giv'st m# this for all my pain,
And 1 the glorious gwerdon gtve to Spaln,
A mew earth and new mes to be her pride,
War ground, and treasurs house.' And while
he spoke
The world's heart knew a mighty dawn was
bruke.

*Hllent, upon a peak in Darien,™
Four hundeed years belng flad, a Greater
wtood
On that same height; and did behold the flood
Of blue waves leaping; Mother of all men!
Wise Matuore! And she spake, "“The gift I gave
To Nunes da Balbon could not keep
Epain from her ains; now most the ages
BWeEtD
To larger legend, though her own was hrave,
Here on this rid=e I do foresee fresh hirth
That which disparted shall bhring side by stde,
The sea shall sever what hills divide;
Shall link Ia jove' And there was joy on
earth;
Whilst England and Columbia, quitting fear,
Kissed—and let In the sager waters there.

mmw‘

RED APPLES, OR YELLOW?

On cne hand we hear It gravely assert-
ed that the Newtown Pippin is the "top-
notcher” of Oregon apples, on another
that the Spitzenburg Is the “king of our
frutts,” and on various other hands that
various other wvarieties of apples stand
st the head. All this discussion, we beg
leave to say, proceeds from a partial
knowledge of what the conditions are
which go to establish the supremacy
of any partieular varfety of appie. Pri-
marily, it is true that the apple which
comes to the highest degree of intrinsic
perfection Is the best; but It Is true only
in n sense, for the “‘supremacy’ or the
value of any variety ls directly and
largely dependent upon the favor which
it finds in the markets. What matters it
in & commercinl sense that the Oregon
peach—when we can manage (o get one—
is the best peach on earth, In view of
the fact that the ¢rop = uncertain and
that the fruit will not stand transporta-
tion to the general markets, where alone
profit In n large way is to be found? It
ia. all must admit, the fellow at the
other end of the line—the fellow who
buys and pays—who Is to determine whist
i= our best frult, or at least what [s
more profitable to grow, which comes
practically to the snme thing.

Now, ther2 is a curioos difference In
the American and forelgn tiste for ap-
ples. The murket of which New York ls
the center calls for a red apple and will
have none other—that i= It will not pay
the highest prices for any other. Whether
it be habit, tradition. fashion or what
not, the red apple Is the thing for
the American market: and it is this fact
which gives the red Spltzenburg Iis
vogue. In all Hkellhood, it l= the fine
appearance of the frult which establlahes |
the favor In which It stande, for, be it |
known, one of the lurgest uses of the
apple In the East s for purposes of
decoration, and any showy fruit which
jooks well on & sldeboard or as an ald |
o the grandeur of a banquet spremd. will
find ready sale. and this, too, almost
without respect to ita intrinsic -:\:nihs‘.l
It is this demand for decorative frult
which ssalla carloads upon carloads of
California oranges every Fall after they |
have neoquired thelr fine yellow color,
but prior to the tima of fuller maturity,
when they are really fit to eat. But be
this na it may, the Eastern market cails
for red apples In preference to any other
and will take them in much ilnrger gquan-

is oniy skin deep, to be sure. but It ap-

pears to be enough to determine the
choice of the marn we are all trying w0 |
please, namely, the man who buys and
pays

On the other hand, the European buyer
wants a yellow apple and he s as Insist-
ent upon his whim on the paint of color
as |s the Eastern buyer. BShipments of
red apples and yellow apples made to the
Buropean markets inviriably show re-
turns largely In favoer of the former.
And so by chance good fortune we have
towo =ets of buyers, earh with a whim
which we are able to satisfy

Now, which = the better apple for us
depends manifestly vpon which s the
better market, the domestic or the for-
elgn. At this time it v unquestionably
the fermer, and in all Mkelthood it will
always be g0, There Ia a growing mar-
ket for our frult on the other side of the
otean, but In the nature of thinga the
Inrger market will be where we can put
in our fruit at the relatively lower range ’
of prices. But there I bound to be a
very great and, we think, a steady mar-
ket for all the apples we can grow on
both aldes of the ocean, and as yet the |
red apple and the green apple are Tun-
ning o falrly even commercinl rare. As
to which may be mrown most profitably |
will probably depend for all time upon
conditions which each orchardist muat |
study for himsclf
rensons only partly understood mnke o
better Spitzenburg and others will make
a better Pippin. As mattors now stand
there Is proflt enough In either.

WHERE, THEN, IS THE FAULT?

PORTLAND, Jan, %.—(To the Editor) |
—In the Oregonlan of the 55th there np- |
pears an editorinl commencing:

"We have bad streets In Portiand be-
cause we have bad Jaws governing I'---|
construction and repalr of streets.” The
edltorial further states: "“"What we

lega!l machinery by h the public will
miy met sclf enfourced.” The public of
Portland can got whatever It wants in the
matter of streets. The chorter of Port
land gives ample legal power, It only
peeds to be put Into operation. If the
public will Insist that the officers of the
ety empowered 10 enforce the charter on
streets enforce (t, and bulld streets ac-

cording to the charter mothods this eily

tion for better charter will o on in the
future as In the past, and the streets will

romain as In the past. The trouhle
in the pnst, the resent, and the
future s zimply ! of ecourage and
carefalnes= in city ofiirials and the publjle
in #trect matters, Use the charter the
clty han, and it will makes g 1 streetls
and jots aof them, No self-acting and
effictent charter can be made. It I the
puble and theé men who use the charter

Lat
use of the charter

that are responsibie for the resulls

the publle Insist on th

powers we have, If we ever get o “bDot-
ter charter” the public will have to in-
sist that It be used or it it build
streets,. and 1t will not be userd unliess
the poblle Inslsts on Its use. Nothing in

be

can withstand aroused p
CITIZEN.

Portiand
will.
The whole motive and alm of The Ore-
gonian in Its discussion of the atreet law
has been to get better streets. We care not
whether it he done under ore law or
another or no law at ail, provided It be
done. Presumptively, the law Is Ineffl-
clent sinee little or nothing I done under
It; but if, as the writer of the above Jet-
ter doriares, the fault I with the
law, then where In 187 There ds, 2o for us
we can find out. but one disposition In the

not

public mind with respect to strects, and
that is to get better sireels no matter
at whst co=t; and It would seem Lthat
such a sentlment generally entertilned
would find a way to get something done,
To repeat. public sentlment s all for

good streets; the law, so this writer (ell=
us, provides all the machinery that =
needed; now, If all this is so, what Is the

matter—where = the derefiction upon
which responsibility for our wrelehed
gtreets rests? Is 1t the fauit of thowe

who Interpret the laws or of those whose
duty It Is to execute them? It would be
Interesting to know what. efforts .have
beéen made In this Imporiant maiter by
those officially In charge of our affalrs,
e S e
Hin Usunl Order.
Philadelphin FPress,
Towne—You were saying you met Cas-
sidy in Casey’s suloon Iast night and
you heard him giving the Anclent Order
uf Hibernlans—
Browne—Yes, 50 1 did.
Towne—Why don’t you fnish It
did ke glve them?
Browne—Oh! you misunderstood me. He
merely gave the Ancléent order of Hiber-

What

~8ir Edwin Armold in the Lond.

1 He called for whisky.

{ lish,

l cures rh
|
'

has, the streets and slifewalks wiil be the
pride of our pabile, instead of its shame
The officers of ety ought to be alert
to obey the public will, amnd will be, Lt
the public and The Oregonian uorge o
vigorous use of the legal power now In |
the charter. The charter has stood und
will stand the test In the court= in the
malter of siregt assessments. Now

the cily officlals assert Lhelr power
Hetteor sireets. Let the public up
them. If wé walt for betlter gtreets

we gt “better” (7 charter powers,

we will have to wait for belte

until the courts comstru niw charter
powers, then we will have to walt for
better atreets until the city officials who |
enforce the new charter use it vigorous- |
iy: then by that time there will be an-
other agltation for a “better charter”
to Imyvrove sireets with; and =o the agita

NOTE AND COMMENT.

It's o mean man who sprinkles ashes
on a side hill walk,

China s preparing for war.
also preparing for China,

Congresz might begin the work of ald-
ing lrrigation by re-enacting the can-
teen law,

War i3

If Southern negroes expect to get thelr
death notices in the papers they must
be lynched In palrs.

Events are continually demonstrating
that under certain conditions dynamits
can be made to explode.

A curiogs phenomenon
We notlee ‘round the town

Is that whils this cold snap kesps up
The mercury Recps down.

Bchley smys he Otesn't want to be Presi-
dent, Hp seems to know how.to keep his
hold on his reputation as & hero,

Jack Wade mourns because he eannot
enjoy the sknting. Mavbe he thinks there
won't be nny where he s golng.

The sled wont speeding down the hill
Af a tremendons pace,
And thowe who saw |t knew |t took

The abirtest way to grace.

The Indians are to be mude to cut
thelr hailr Why thus discriminate in
favor of poets and football players?

“harles 3. Schwab will probably be
more successful at breiking =tesl con-
sumers than he was with the bank at -
Monte Carlo.

Tt i anid that Priner Henry speaks Eng-
He will have use for the lnnguage
In all the Amercan citles he vinits ex-
cept Milwaukee.

Miss Btone will e released today.
you

e
wonder where you've seen that be-

fore, look through the files for three or
four months back,
1. ns is now asserted, mosquito him.

the

amntism, average Summer

tittes and at a range of from 30 to W

per ¢ent higher prices, as compared with | redort ought to seitle an ordinary case
fruit of similar quality but of another | n about one alght.

eolor. The red bhenuty of the Splizenbarg e

J. Plerpont Morgan may not be able to
get everything with his money, but If he

| were here now he could afford to hire a

cutter for an hour or {wo,

Another survivor of the battle of Wat-
erlon has been found, and his name will
be writlen on the proud roil which bears

of the 753 aurvivors of the charge
e Light Hrigade.

those

of th

A Sunday school superintendent of San
Francisco wais making a fervid prayer a
few Sumidays ago, and asked the divino
blessing. upon each snd every enterprize
in which the school was Interested, He
clased his petition to the thronte of grace
In the following words:

“And now, O Lord, bless the lambs of
this fold and make them °‘meet for the
kingdom of heaven.” Amen'”

Thoe stewards of the English Jockey
Club announce that at no meeting In
Qreat Britain held under thelr rules will
an average of more than two selling
races dailly be permitted. and they de-
clare, futhermore, that no treiner will ba
allowed to reglster himself under an as-
sumed name. These regulations are evi-

Some districts will for | gently sound and wholesome, and ought

to be adopted promptly upon the Ameri-
can turf.

Charles W. Pearson, jrofessor of En-
glish liternture in Northwestern Universi-
ty, whose paper declaring that the Bibla
is mot Infallible arpused Indignution
among Chicago Methodists, has long been
an advocate of the revision of the creed
of the Methodist Church. Two years
ago, !n & puper read before the General
Conference of the Methodisy Episcopal

ved Is | Church, he stated that the story of Eve

was o« myth, and that the Christian
churches should abandon all creed,

M, De Witte Is perhaps the greatest

Finance Minlster Ruossia has ever had,
unid In his last report has painted as
gleomy n view of the Industrial and

economic situation of the empire as any
| of his predecessors have done in iz
darkest days of war, bankruptcy and
famine. The metal industries, he says,
| are on the verge of ruln; the textile near-
Iy as bad; in 2 years the productivity
of the land has diminished over one-
| quarter: an acre produces less than one-
fifth of the same area in America; the
number of houses has, diminished neariy
one-half in 30 years; nearly half the pop-
wintion are hopelessly in arreara with
| their taxes, and the only parts of the
which szhow any signs of pros-
are those inhabited by non-Rus-
popuintions—Finland, Poland and
the Caucasus, 1t ls not a favorable show-
| ing for Russiyv's aggressive purposes,
though she Is little nccustomed to sbate
them on account of hard times or the
penury and sufferings of her people,

empire
perity
sinn

How to Stop Herewy.
Louisville Copurler-Journal,

The fact that Professar Pearson, of the
Northwestern University, an [nstitution
rondueted under church ausplces, his
questioned =ome of the miracles of the
Bible has turally created a commo-
tion In certain erithodox circles. “H,” sa¥s
the Rov. F. A. Hardin at a meeting of
ministers In Chicago, I bad the power
and abiiity I would skin that man, sait
his hide and tack it up on the barn door
| before the ordinary preacher conid
| akarpena his jack-knife.” What o pliy
that Brother Hardin has not this power.
Perhaps, If he had, this whole question
of the miracles m!ght be conelusively and
permanently settied to eve rybody's satis.
faction.

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPFHERS

The Tragedlsn—My jarents tried hard to
keep me from becoming an actor. The Vil-
lain—1 congriatulaie them om thelr sucoess —
Ti-Bits ;

Ko Doubt About It.—"Bridget, what did you
say to Miss Smith when she called™ *1 tould
her yoir wers outl this tolme for sure, ma'am. '
—Harper's Bazar

Encouraging.—He—Yen, T won $40 iast night
at poker, but you know the saying, “‘Lucky at
cards, anlucky at love” She—Ohb, b—bur,
surely, vou aren’t superstitious, are youT—
Brookiyn Life.

After the Proposal —He—Do you think your
mather will be surprised? Bhe—Yea, Indesd.
She was saying only this afternmoon that she
didn't believe you'd ever get up the courngs
10 propose. —Judge.

The Two-Legged Kind.—First Politician—
They want to Intresluce voting machines down
| In my ward Second Polltician—We've had
| them walking around in our ward for years.—

Baitimore American.

Genuine Game.—"So, despite all your efforts,

your cllent dlin't escape the death penalrty,
| e&™ ""No: he had Lo go at last, poor [lel-
Jow."  “DNd he die game?" “Literaily so; the
papers sald that a sikht of the gailows made
htm gquall,”—Richmond DHspateh.

Young Husband—Don't you think, darling,
that [t would spoll the curtatns If I should
umoke? TYoung wife—You are the best and
mumit conslderats husband that ever lived, dear,
|-~r courss | would, Tocng Husbamd—Well,

then, you'd better take them down —Tit-Bits

Emil TwyelMort, prealdent of the Merchant
Tallors' Natiopal Exchange of the United
States of Americs, says: ““‘We have not followed
the exampls of the trusts, becagse we Are art-
ints, and oot tradesmen. Can you lbgagine

whae!l Angelo amnd the old masiers ln o
4 trunt 7" —Dosion Evening Trasscript.




