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FOREWAENED FOR THE FRI-
MARIES,
The determined couree of the Slmon

machine In retaining absolote control af
the County Clerk’s ofice and the
election boards in down-town districts,
whe#re crooked work has prevailed in
the pasi, is explained (0 soms exisn
by ike large opportunliles which the
new Lockwopd primary lew secures to
thise various officials In tbe way of
discretlonary procedure. Part of thess'
opportunities grow out of the Lockwood
law’e pecullar devices, and part out of
iis re-enactme af certaln portions of
tha old Australian baliot law, or at
loast it specific appliextion of those
general election provisions to the pri-
marhes, -~

In the first place, the County Clerk
(Clerk of the County Court) has a large
dizcretion in the date he Is to set for
rimary day. He hae no advisors upon

of
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character of Mr. J. H Eckels, its pres-
ident and formerly Controller of the
Tregsury, From a poor eountry lawyer
Mr. Eckels bas rieen to one of the com-
manding places In our National
finances, He !s a young man yet, snd
enjoys the promise of an excesdingly
useful and honorable career. His work,
as 2 Democrat, for the gold standard,
Justly endeared him to all tzue patriots,
and his success is & standing rebuke
to the demagogues,who assert that the
poor maa has no show In this country.
—_— e

FPREMIUM ON PERJURY,

The Btate of Minnessta bhas enacted a
new law, drawn for the purposs of
catching In fts drag-net 'all’ kinds of
values for taxation. The Minneapolls
Tribune declares that it will promots
perjury, to a far greater extfemt .than
it will Rugment the tax-roll . The Trib-
une proceeds (o say:

Let un see what will happen Lo persons who,
thtaugh connclence or fear, de pot commit per-
Jury, Thoy will pay § per_cent on the full
cash value of all thelr visihle and tangitle
Personal property in houses, stoses, Ware-
houses, elevators, mills and factoriea. Thiw
must be (he "true carh value ™ says the law,
ot “what it would Mrimg en forced sale ™

We dan't know how the true cash caiue of
haif-worn hourchold goods and sem)-obealets
mill michinery % . be reactsd, but this Is
what the lsw =y We d4om't know either
what this tax woald take vat of the sverase
profits of the jobblag, retallleg and manu-
Iaciuring buriness.  Tuxpuiyers can figure (bat
ot Morroror, lagpayers that do not commit
perjury will pay I per cent oft the TUll velue
of wocks, bonds and morigages, whose aver-
agt annual yicld mages from 4 10 7; they will

pay B per cent on deposits In savings banks-

which ¥ield 4; they will pay 3 per cent om
unpredective balances of money in banik.

But then we have these tremendous
premiums perjury in Oregon. Some
time we may have a s=ientific sydtem
of tazalion, In which income tax will
hisve an important place; but that §s
yet o loog way off,

LESS WORK AND MORE XNOISE.

They continue to bark at the House
is the Iudinaapolis Newe=, which
thnt “under the presenl arrange-
the House of Represemiatives e
controlled by the Speaker
« commities on rules. No bual-
ness can be traneacted which ghese few
men—iess than hallf a dogefi—do oot
wish to be transacted. Debale i8¢ Im-
poesible exeept with thelr consent and

sLys

| on 1erms Inid doww by them.”

Agiin, The Oregoninn must enroll
Ii=2if for the defense. The Indictment
re ‘e Iteel! into two eounts. Firsl,

buslness can't be done. Now the record
shows thot business is done. The evi-
donce in all these complaints eonsists of
specific ofenses. Onre i= the quick pas-
sage of the Payae tarll bill for the

| Phillippines, apd the other is the qulck

| pasage

ihly matter in the counly government. |

If hix factlon of the party wants a loog
campaign, he can name the primary
day now. If they want a short cam-
paige. he ean set it a= far ahead as
April. Considerable digerstlon la n-

the Nicaragua Canal bIA.
Business wasn't delayed. It was rushed.
The reai compliaint that the bjlla were
Improperly digested should not be con-
fuscd with the assortion that the House
can’t trunsact husiness,

It I= & mistaken notion that leglsia-
tion takes an infinite amount of time
or that the merits of A law are in-
veérsely proportionate to the spead of Its
enaciimeénl. It would have taken no
longer to prepare & falr Philippine tarify
than the unfair Pajyue tarif, And the

o

| Nicoragus bii! has besn in process of

vilved n the aeccenlance or rejection |

of candidates, for 1o nemes can be
printed on the ofMicial ballot unless they
are nominated In sccordsnce with the
Lockwood aet, except that they may be
chomm by “assemblegss of electors or
Individual electore, or by the direct pri-
mary method. ™ :
A curlous combination of inconsistent
provisons throws considerable
tiow into the County Clerk's hands in
the matter of the colore of ofMelal bal-
lote. The Lockwood net specificaliy di-
rects that section 48 of the Australian
ballot iaw of 1581 shall apply to the
primary eléctions. This secticn says

discre- |

that “all ballots designed to be r.—.:g.x;
shall be printed !n black Ink upon a |

good guality of white paper,” eto. Col-
ored paper shall be used for “sampls
ballote,” used as mow for Instructive
purposes, duplicates in their print of
the white baliots, but ot to be voted,
and “if voled shall mot be counted. ™
Elsewhere the law says that white bal-
lote only shall be counted. But the

ockwood met Hself provides for col-
ored paper for ofMicial ballots. The offi-
cial ballots of the different partics must
he different from each other in color.
The [atlinds and resoprces thus com-
mitted to the County Clerk are obvi-
o

Another new achievement of the Lock-
wood Jaw in that it puts it Into the
power of the judges to destroy the se-
crecy of the baliot, and thus might
enable Lhe party In power to perpetuata
lisell through intimidation. There may

{ upon

be mumbers of independent-spirited e |

perfection for a generation. There bs
time enough If the proper attention Is
given.

The second count in the indictment is
that the House can't debate. This is
exciusive of the other count. Debating
i= not doing busicess. It iz delay, and
usunlly ¢comes to apthing more than the
darkening of conasel by words without
¥acwledge. ‘The Yenate, of course, can
debate, and it does. One man can de-
feat blll . wanted by the majority.
While the House ucis, the Sepate talks.
We need more action apd less cratory.
While the obstructive rules of the Sen-
ate stand In such crying nead of reform
#o that something can be done, it ap-
rears very unpropitious o complain of

&

the House, that it conducis business
with too great facility aod too little
debate,

A NEED WHICH CRIES ALOUD.

We have bad streete in Portland be-
cause we have had laws governing the
conEiraction mnd repair of streets, The
improvemont of any street may be pro-
vented by ane determined holder of
abutting property: the maintenance of
5 sirect ance improved |s dependent
the disposiiicn and initiative of
the man who has to pay the bills
And, mince thoese are the conditions, does
anybody wonder that our strecls are
broken Mto ehuck-holes, that they are
unsightiy, Althy, unwholesome, the
source of unspeskablc (nconvenlence
and discomfort to our owm people and
In the view of strapgers a dlseredit and
2 reproach? And Is there any wonder

publlcans, who would not ciure to lnear | that disgust is universal with sldewalks

the
clerks.  All voters are obliged, however,
ta anvounce their cholce of party tick-
ets, the clerk must announce it “dis-
tinetly,” and after they have voted the
thalrman announces It “distinctly.™
The ballots, moreover, are deposited In
separnte boxes, each party or “inde-
pendent” factiog of every party, o a
box by fteelf. In view of thess provis-
jons, it Is not exactly clear why the
chairman {8 enjoined not to expase the
names written or printed on the balot.

It aesurediy Is not contemplated that
the voter will call for a Simoa ticket
and then write an It the anti-Simon

names and put the baliot in the Simon
box,

The discretionary power of the Counly
Clerk extends also to the process of
opening the returoe and canvassing the
voteg. Im this work he calls to his ald
two Justices of the Peace within the
county (presumably of hls own selec-
tion). The three canvass the vote, tab-
ulste the retures, and the County Clerk
tespes o certificnte of the glection which
shall be published both In pewspapers
and on placards.

It is evident that in the Interpreta-
tion of this law, as In the Intérpreta-
tiem of most new laws, large discretion-
ary powers are lodged with the adminis.
trative oficer. In this case neariy all
the power, €xcept that of selecting the
Jodges and clerks, i vested in the
County Cleri. It Is unfortunate when
County Commissioners and Clerk all be-
long “to a single factlon, determined
upon Its own perpetuation by  any
means necesesry. In the present case,
however, the community has been suffi-
ciently warned, we think, so that any
arrempt to control the vote or tampe.
with the mturns would be prompfly
suppressed. The Lockwood law prom-
Ises 1o give us a first step In fair pri-
maries. Probably it will eventuslly be
emended 20 as to preserve the secrecy
of the Australiap L3'ot

The rise of the Commercial Nationn)
Bank, -of Chicago, Its increase in capital
from $1,000000 to $2.000,000, and the
heavy subscriptions to Its stock by Jead-
ing New York financiers, make up =
&plendid tribute to the efficiency and

| termined

cnmity of the Bimon judges and | rotten or rotting, sogEy under foot, of-

fenslve to the sight. recking with mald
end deeay, 2 menice to publie health
sod s positive danger to every perscn
who walks on them?

The people of Portland sre nelther
meéan nor Jacking n taste or public
apirlt. They willingly give of thelr
means—and the community is far from
poor—io any entérprise looking to pub-
lie oonvenlence or the promotion of the
etanding and welfare of the city. M it
could be left to popular vote, Involving
& suflicient tax levy to accomplish the
work, cur people, we belleve, wounld
stand four to five in pupport of & prop-
psition for good streesiz and sidewalka
Nobody questions the necessity; nobody
—at least no great number—begrudges
the money. But under the law the
wieh of Lhe overwhelmiog majority
avails nothing. The protest of one de-
obstructionist—as nelghbor
Pennoyer has demonstrated—will prac-
tically block any scheme of street im-
provement; and the one—ar half a
dozen—is aever lacking when any pro.
Ject locking to betterment of strest con-
ditions s presented.

What we aeed s not convietlon as to
the wretchedness of present conditions,
for that Is known and admitted: aor
willingnesa to provide means for some-
thing better, for that Is goneral. What
weneed ls legnlmachinery by which the
public will may get itsalf enforeed. We
aeed a scheme of procedvere In street
msiters which cannot be blocked in its
operations by ome or a few property-
holders too lacking in liberality, In en-
terprise or In decency to do what the
community Inter=st demands of them.

There are vallf arguments for and
against any one of the many plans un.
der which monicipalities proceed in the
creation of" streets and In earing for
them. But we have been consldering
these arguments for years, and we have
accomplished nothing creditable or ade-
quate a8 the resmilt of all thin discus-
slon. Oniy this has been demonstrated,
namely. that, exoepting In the strictly
buriness parts of the city, strects will
not be Improved o any reasonable or
adequate style if it be left to holders of
abutting property 1o initlate the work
or if the protest of any considerabls
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There are, we
know, good arguments in opposition,
but:we incline, neveriheless, 1o the plan
which leaves the whole mat{ér of street
Improvement and malntsmance 1o the
City Council, the work to be done opa-
half at the charge of the general treas-
ury and one-half at the cost of prop-
erty-owners, the latter to have ao power
of protest, or a power so {imfted that it
will not be pomsible for a few persons
to defeat 4n Important strest enterprise.
There are objections, unquestionably, to
this plan; but, after ail fs said, bt is &
plan under which pomsething can be
done. If this or something Iike it bad
been the Inw during the past twenty
yeam, Portland would - today have
strests worthy of her developmont In
other ways and creditable to the taste
and enterprise of her people. Afd what
is more, all this could have been doene
for less money than the sums we have
expended o haphazard, temporary and
shiftless projects

. The polnt of il this relates to the op-
portunity which Portland now has of
Retting a better street sysiem at the
| hands of the Charter Committee. We
are lold that the committee has this
matter under conslderation; sand we
earnestly hope that it will provide a
plan under which rhe progressive and
liberal majority will be able to get what
it wanta. it Is o case in which no
“easy" system looking to tha complais-
ance of all partles ko immediate Interest
will accomplish anything. To be effi-
clent, the powers of inltiative and of
enforcement must rest where they wiil
bé under the domination of the public
interest and of public opinion,

e

HIGHWAYS AND HIGHEWAYMEN.

When Mr, William Pinkerton was re-
cently in Portland he sald that most of
the crimes of (he country are commitied
by hobos. Rectent local history abun-
dantly Justifiee thia reflection. Unem-
ployed wanderers, in various etages of
savage determination to cellect a living
without work, =upply nearly all our
eriminal busiress. These worthles are
ecaslly enough apprehended, Most of
them commit their beggary and bri-
gandage in those brief terms of active
srrvice which alternate with Jopger va-
cations In jails, maintnined comfortably
for them ati public expense, They don't
mind a short term In jall for vagrancy.
They ratheér court it

There is oniy one complaint more gen-
erally bitter by the avernge citizen than
this leflictlonn of lawless hobos and
highwaymen, and that Is the condition
af our roada snd streste. Some years
ago the City of Omahsg had a boom as
the result of many miles of new asphalt
pavememis. Nothing would s> eend
FPortland ahead as the creation of a sys-
tem of well-paved streets where now
are lmpassable quagmires and unnavi-
gable waterways. Nothing would so
vigorously forward Western Oregon as
a Pyetem of good roads. It would In-
crease the farmer's carning power, snd
attract Immigration both by prospérity
and by our improved zppearances

Fame awaits the man who can effect
a profitable combinstion betwesn the
hobo and the bad roads evil—between
highwayr and highwaymen. Some in-
teresting suggestions in this direotion
were made by a bright Poriland rall-
road man In a recent kssue of The Ore-
gonian. He proposed a state syetem un-
der which all unemployed and Impecunt-
ous travelers should be put to work on
the roads. Petty-criminals could thus
sérve 0ut thelr sentences and deserving
tramps might be paid a small stipend
from the county road fund. Cerialnly
a consummation devoutly to be wished
Is & process which will at once render
the roads serviceable and the hobo in-
nocuous. The success of Portland's
rockpile offers a pregnant hint to all
whom It may concem.

AS OTHERS WOULD SEE US,

It in certainly offensive our Na-
tionel pride to read the revelations the
Alspatches afford concerning the eof-
foris of Continental Europe to further
the interests of Spalo -agalnst us prior
to and during the war of 1808 Every
first-cilasa European power s strenu-
ously seeking to escape dur displeasure
on that score. Each accuses the other,
each denles it own complicity. Noth-
ing is mare certaln theo that the patrl-
otic ssmee of this country would warmly
resent, and justly, any «ffort on Eu-
rope’s part to tell ue what we should
or should not do, or to play Into the
hands of our enemlies

We went through this same thing in
connection with the Civil War. What,
if anything, Great Britain did, or Rus-
sia, or France, in ald of the Southern
Confederacy or agzinst the effort of the
Federal Government to put down seces-
sion, Is just what historical curlosity-
sevkers _have been trylng to. find out,
and contrfbutiona to the discussion, If
they have any new Information, are re-
garded as of great value. The fleet of
Russia alleged to have been awnitiog
our dsposal, the unfriendly acte of
Great PBritain, the favor shown us by
certain British people, and the actions
of France, are all matters of great n-
terest to us, and for which Buropeans
rightfully clalm our geod will or axpect
our dispieasure.

The practical polnt of Lhese lllustra-
ons s e thelr bearing on the efforts
of certain opponénts of the present Ad-
ministration 10 embroil us Ju the same
nort of interference with Great Britain
which we keenly resent when directed
toward ourseives. We ars justly jealous
of our prerogative of Natlonal dignlty.
The power that should have undertaken
to suggest to us what we should do in
our Civil War, or in our war with Spain,
would bave Incurred our animosity, re-
gardiess of party. Great Britsin Is In
some such stralls now with her South
African operations,  Yetr Democrats and
antls urge us om to Imterferes where we
could only earn the rewnrsd of belng told
to go about our businesa,

They who urge intervention on behalf
of the Boers would be ashamed of thelr
ridiculous attituode were It not that they
are moving, not so much on behsaif of
the Boerm as for the purpase of embar-
rassing the Admicistration. It would
be a fine thing, If we protest on behalf
of the Boers, to turn to the Phillppines
and say we are hypocriten. This parti-
san trick, contemptible as it is shal-
iaw, is back of all tha heroles we hear
about liberty being throttied in South
Africa.

Mr. Frye, in his report on the ship
subsldy blll, presents figures showing
that the average wage scale on Amer-
jeam wvesseis is $10 per month higher
than on British vessein, and mearly 06
per month higher than on German ves.
sels. Thees figures have a suspicious
apptarance when ths movemeénts of the
merchant marine tie world over are
considered, and there s & poseibility
that the good Mr. Frye, in his desire to
possible

o

it

faot Known to svery travéler on the
“American’ line between New York and
Liverpool that the crews are, almost
without exception, forelgners who are
picked up on the beach at Liverpool, st
exactly the same wages as are paid by
the British, Garman or any other lime
that employs sallors, firemren, waiters,
ete., whose ~wages In the agETegate
make up over aine-tenths of the cost
of the erew. The same condition of af-
fairs |s shown in the deep-water Amer-
fcan sailing ships. They plck up thelr
crewe in all parts of the world, and
they sign them at “going wages” out of
the port from which they ship, The
American merchant marine, which does
business on the Great Lakes and In-
terior waters, pays higher wages for
sallore, firemen, walters, etc., than Is
pald ar Atlantic Coest ports, but the
moment the Lake sallor lands In New
York and attempts to ship he will find
that the American line fs not offering
him $10 per mionth more than he can ==-
cure from the Cunard, or 315 more than
he can sscure from the Hamburg-Amer-
fean. On American sailing ships he
may be fed a Jittle better, but on the
big liners, which are after the subsidy,
it will be the pame wages, same food
and same accommodations that he can
secure on the British and German lines.
Mr. Frye's statemant would have car-
ried greater or porhaps less welght bhad
he mentioned specific cases,

Senator William B, Allisca ls sssured,
by the recent vote of the Iowa Legls-
Jature, of six consecutive terms in the
United Siates Senate—a aiaiinction
never belore conferred upon any Amer-
fcan -citizen. His thirty consecutive
years in the Benate will explre March
4 1503, Belng now 73 years of sge, the
wisdom of electing, him for ancther
term of six years might well be doubt-
ed but for the fact that his long ex-
' perience in National affairs is held to
lcﬂsel. any decline of phyelcal vigor that

comes with length of years, while his
mental facuitles are as kesn as they
were at life’'s meridian. If he lives to
complete his alxth term in the Benate,
he will have attained the age of four-
scare years, forty-four of which, he hav-
Ing served elghit years in the House of
Eepresentatives prior to his election to
the S-nate In 1873, will have been spent
i Congrese. It s =ald of him that he
bas sought to finish and perfeet legis-
Iatlon rather thao to originate, and for
this reason his name Is not attached to
any great legislative act, though his
shaplng hand has been lald upon many
lawa of Natlonal Importance,

Landhunters are waking up to the
valuoe of Oregon timber landa Twenty-
one (Imber claims were filed in the Ore-
|;on City Land Office last Thursday,
embracing a total of 3360 ncres In Ben-
ton County. This land has ‘not been
heretofore unknown, most of it having
been takén In past years under the
homestead [aw, but relinquished, for
the remson, perhaps, of the labor Ie-
valved in clearing and putting it under
the plow. Oregon timber was not a
valuvable asset In those dave, for the
very sufficlent reason that the ioeal lum.
ber market was easfly glutted and lum-
ber shipping had not reached the pro-
portions of & paying Industry. To sub-
dus the forests to agriculture was enor-
mously laborious, and therefore unprof-
itable., But the timber districts aban-
doned by discouraged homeseekers
have been rediacovered, so to epeak, by
the timber-land s=c<ker, who will sooner
or later realize handsomely upon his
venture,

Orderly people will find pleasure In
the statement that one careless thrower
of firecrackers has had to pay for his
alleged fun. A Umatilla County jury
has just awarded a citizen of Pllot
Rock, In that county, damages in the
sum of $300 for injuries recelved In a
runaway, due Lo firecrackers having
been carelessly thrown under his horses’
feet last Summer. Suit was brought
by the Injured man soad won upon the
allegation that the firecrackers were
negligently thrown and the injuries re-
cefved resulted from that negligence.
There Is common sense in this decis-
lon, which a long-suffering public will
appreciate and applaud. It may be
hoped that some value will be attached
to It as precedent—so dear to the Jegal
mind.

Were it aot, says the Brooklyn Eagie,
for the efforts of the Department of
Agriculture in alding applegrowers to
combat the destructive scab and bitter
rot that appeared among that fruit last
season, apples would now be bringiog
prices in Eastern markets as high as
Florida oranges. Full Instructions were
sent to all those who asked for Infor-
mation as to the best methods of com-
batung these diseases, with the result
that a fafiure in the crop was confined
to a shortage. Similar but fuller in-
structions will ba sent out in the Spring
In a carefully prepared pamphlet to
all known applegrowers, giving prom-
Ise in advance of a clean If, because of
other untoward conditions, a light apple
erop in 1908,

The lodians at Fort Belknap reserva-
tion, Montana, threaten to go on a
strike against the Government unfess
the haircutting order recently made by
Commissioner Jones is revoked. The
tribes represented are principally of the
Sioux snd Cheyennes. What they ex-
pect to acomplizsh by resistance of the
order Is not quite clear, but they are
working their eourage up by dances,
while couriers have been sent out; sum-
moning all the chiefs to a councl} of
war. This protest and resistance indi-
cate that the order has been too long
delayed.

Cuba is In a bad fix. "Our extreme
protectionists are uawilling to relax any
of the pains and psnaities of the Ding-
ley tarilf, In favor of her products,
Some one would suggest that as a rem-
edy Cubg ahould seek annexation to the
United States—oniy theére I8 the exam-
ple of the Philippines, agalost which—
though they belong to the United States

J=the Dingley tariff is to be maintained.
Cuba, evidently, will conclude that she
has no rights upon the earth nor within
the sem.

The Atlanta Journal says there is a
growing public sentiment in Alabama
ngainst Iyoching. Several Sheriffs have
defied mobe, while the Governor and
Judgss give them unwavering support.
Judge Greene, of the Alabama Clrcuilt
Court, recently declared that he wiil
draw uo dlstinction between a lyncher
sad & murderer,

They =ay they had a fine meeting of
the Port of Portland Commission the

other day. Nelther Ellls G. Hughes nor
& reporter from The Oregonian was
present, and the gesslon was a pattern
of heavenly peace,

PLODDING VERSUS BRILLIANCY

Ban Francisco Bulletin,

When Sum Shortridge was a candidate
for the office of Unlted States Senator his
brother Charile, then sditor of the Call,
usid to wilte that Sam was an eagle, dy-
ing straight to the mouninin top, and that
his opponent, Mr. Perkins, was & viper
crawling up the mountain for the' purpose
of cecupying the eagle's nest. But the
Leglelature, unheeding Charlie’'s fambdy-
ant eloquence, elected Perkins, who moakes
no pretense of being an ecagle, although
he may very truthfully deny that he is a
viper. Sinee then Sam Shortrldge has
tbrilled meny audlences with his eloguence
ard hay been cheered a hundred times,
but he Is siiil plain Bam Shortridge; while
Benator Perking has plodded along, saying
Hitle and dolng his work well, until he

become chalrman of a prominent com-
mittee and a figure in Washington,

The eagle, In pubiic IMe, has the admir-
ation of the crowd, but it is the crawier
who makes the mosat headway. The eagie
soars through the a'r, but the crawler
atays on the solld ground and emn hold
what ke has guinsd. The old story of
the hare and the tortolse has not lost its
application. No better Ilustration of the
triumph of a competent plodder over o
ahining but lras effective rival could be
made than a comparisan of the carcers of
theé late President MeKiniey and Thomes
Brackett Reed,

Reed and McKinley entered Congress om
the same day, October 15, 1877. Both were
beginners and amost conknown in Nu-
tional politics. McKinley was reticent and
almost shy. Reed, gn the contrery, was
ready, forward, aggreasive and talkative,
During the first fow scasions MeKinley
seldom or never took the foor, while Heed
was on his feet all the time, nshing ques-
tions, shouling sarcasmas, in do-
bates. The two men were promoted, n
time, In thelr comenittess. ' Reed's sharp
tongue and mental power soon o him
one of the most feured debuters im the
House, while McKinley became known aa
a grubber, a falthful worker In commit-
tee, & oizfeman not at all showy, but very
solld, MeKiniey was Reed's competiior
for the Speakérship, but the Maine man
won. Reed had his ambition set toward
the White House. McKinley piodded on
the ways and means committee. When
Reed declared his tyranniczl rules Mekin-
ley was the only Republican member that
prolested ngainst them.

The énd of thelr rivalry was that the
plodder became President end the brilllent
Reed jeft Congress, dsappolnted and
soured. His talents had won him plaudits
and enomles, MceKinley's bard work, hila
modesty nnd his gentlieness had disarmed
envy nnd cleared his woy. 3

This nrgument 1§ not a dieparsgement
of brains as alds to success, but s
meorely (o prove that a good brain of the
plodding kind is more valuable In the
hattls than = good brain of the showy
kind " An engine may have a very nolsy
whintie and yet may do poor work: and
there may be very efficient and high-
pawer -engines that have no whistle at
all, It I8 very well to be an orstor and
to utter bhright and guotabls remnarks; but
for results it 19 better to say little und
work hard.

The Pall of a Trast,
Atlanta Journal,

There Is & Nemesls, that has worked (ts
revenge on many a trust. The average
truet overdovs Itselfl. When It linds that
It has a good thing It is apt to push It
nlong 8t too rapld a2 rate, It overcapital-
izes and plles up obligations that it can-
not possibly meet.

Then the investors whom it han drawn
into its scheme by promises of fabulous
profits begin to complain. Finally they
realize that they have been made victims
of a gobble game for the benefit of a ot
af shrewd “capitalists,” or that, In the
exuberance of the officers and directers
of a common investmeni, they have been
led to financial distress while seeking the
safe pathway of enormous profits,

The collapse of the Asphakk Trust is a
striking !llustration of the way of all such
flesh. That concern hns gone to the wall,
and |s in the hands of a recelver on ac-
count of its gross overcapltalizntion and
the very questionible methods it em-
ployed. The Asphalt Trust scems to have
been churacterized by itz bold departure
frem business methods. It has not only
resorted to now financial devices, but has
dabbled dangerously in polities. 1t used
money obtained from the profits of its
legitimate operations and from unsuspect-
ing Investors In its fatty degenerated
stock for the promotion of all soris of bold
and even reckless plana of world-wide ex.
tension. By this process It bufit vwp an
amount of Axed charges which It could
not meet, and a recelver had to step In
and stmpilfy the situation. The moral of
the matter may be put in these words:
That when trust promotera are swayed hy
greed, and not by sound business princi-
ples, the end of their scheming = a fore-
gone conclusion, and In most cases s al-
ready in sight. The leglsintive power of
states and the nation & busy devising
schemes to prevent the trust evil. In the
meantime It Is occesionally curing ftself
by exhibiting In it own disasters the in-
eviable reault of defying the fixed laws
of Anance and trade.

Gorman for President.
Chicago Record-Herald,

Mr. Gorman's enthuslastic friends say
that he Is now in the running as a Presi-
dentlal possiblilty In 194. Mr. Gorman's
clalms to o4 nominetion are well known,
but they are ao peculinr that it Is interest-
ing to recall them during the tempest of
enthusinem.

Latterly the ex-Senatorand Senator.to-
be has been conspicucus because he hus
earried through a scheme to dlsfranchise
A large number of the cltizens of Mary-
land. The purpose was not o Improve the
electorate but to Increase his chances of
election, and during the preliminary cam-
palgn and the leglalative elections Mr.
German's role was that of the political
“fine worker."

In the days before his temporary retire-
ment the genileman was also known as
& fine worker and Benatorial speculator,
His carcer in Muoryland was one of per-
sistent political intrigue and debauchery,
and when he heiped jeglslate in Washing-
ton it was with his eye on stock guota-
tions. L]

His gualifications are fully set forth
in this brief sketch of his life. No such
man was ever nominated for the Prosi.
dency by a great political party, and nons
ever will be.

The Wante of Timber.
St. Paul Ploneer Preas,

Lumbering has been going on In Min-
nesota for over fifty ycars, during whicn
time it s probably safe to say that $130.-
D00 worth of pine has been cut. Of this
amoupt perhapa 200000 worth was
granted to rallroads. How much has the
United States recelved for all thig pine?
Beginning with the year 1589 and up o
October, 1597, the exact and total amount
that the United States has received for all
Innds s0ld In Minneaota—agricultural as
well as timber lands—was just §7,256 50 40,
1£ thess splendld pine forests had been
managed “on forestry principles the gen-
eral! Government would have received
many more milllon dollars, apd Minnesota
herself would have been In a much better
situation.

A Seusible Opiniom.

New Ovleans Times-Democrat,
*“Uncle Tom's Cabin®™ hns as little en-
ergy for harm as it hns for good. To 18-
nore Its presentation would, an the whole,
Be the wiser thing for the Daughters of

the Confederacy in Kentueky to do.

Where Morgnm Has Not Been.
Baltimore American,

Full many a gem of purest ray serens
the dari, enfathomed enves of ocean bear,
because no giant sort of dredge machine
bas yet been dipped by Plerpont Morgan
there.

Feound Her Life Work.
Phfladeiphin Bulletin,
“fhe has found her Hfe work ag last,
“YWhat s 27
“Married s man to reform him.™

| ¥ & spectacie it has seldom been cqualed

AMUSEMENTS.

Whitney & Knowles' magnificent pro-
duction of "Qua Vadis?™ came 1o the
Marguam Jast night, and was wolcomed
by a far larger audlence than was gath-
ered to see it on the occnslom of ila first
visit to Portland. The presentation Is on
A more javish acaies scenicully than any-
thing which has come tp the Marquam
this season. Every act is mounted with
iavish regard to benuty. the costumes are
claborate and costly in the extreme, anl

in Portland. Especially fine was the
écene In which the buming of Rome was
deplcted and that at the entrunce of the
citcus was little beding It In beauty,
But the production Is far more than a
fpectacie. The company & large, and in
the cast are many piayers of much abil-
ity. and the play Is pu: on with all the
pomp and cer+mony which an audlence
loves to stippose is the “real thing.” The |
incidental music, composed by Jumian
Edward, Is another striking feature, and
adéa greatly (o the performance. while
thbe singing of the chorur would be a
eregit to miny opeTa organizatiors.
l Adolph Jarkson, as “"Petromius,'

heads

the cast. He hos & part<which fits him |
sdmirably, and of which he mukes n |
gTeal deal. Charles Sutton s an ¢xecilent |

"Vigiclus." Thomes M. Hunter ns )
doss r fine plece of che*acler work. Mary |
Emerson s a good “Lygia.,” and the re-
mainder of the company, which pumbers |
more than 3 people, in all that could be
asked.

“Quo Vadis?™ will be reneated at
natinee this afternoon and fonigho

MATINEE TODAY,

Strong Attractlons at Al
Theaters.,

“Quo Vadis”™ which Is ene of the most
sumptoous scenie producyons  seen n
Portland this season, wil] be the matinee
attraction at the Margquam taday

At Cardray'y the Coltatharini-Repetto
Coneert Company will give one of thelr
best programmes. Tho opportunity to
hear really great singers siag the best
operas will no doubt be sclzed by a inrge
number of music-lovers and students,

“East Lynne.” which has been crowding
the Baker all the weck, will be given nt
the matinee., and the engagement wiil
conclude tonight. Misz Elzabeth FHale,
who plays "Lady Isabel,” has made mnny
friends In Portiand, and ber playing of
this emotional role is weil worth secing.

the

Three

. COMIRG ATTRACTIONS,

“At Valley Forge” at Covdrny's.

YAt Valley* Forge.' onec of the mest
successfal of Imfe war dramas, wiil be
the attraction at Cordray’'s Theater next |
week, beginning Sunday night. The play
is 52l to be a leeson ‘m American his-
tory well worth the learnlag. A good
company and a very strong scenle pro-
duction are premised, the scenery having
been eapecially designed after a careful
study of the history of the time repre-
sented.

“The Queen of Haytl"” at the Baker.

Beginning with a matinee Bunday after-
noen, “The Queen of Havtl"” a musleal
comedy prescnted by a large company of
colored entertainers, will be the nttract-
tian at the Baker Theater next week. All
the music which stirs the colored breast,
all the dances only darkles can do, are
promised as features, and pretiy mulatto
girls and bright costumes are said to he
plentiful. There will be matiness Wed-
pesday and Baturday,

* Cantata at (he Margnam.

“The Four-Leaf Clover.” or “Gluck-
Auf.” a cantata, will be presented at the
Marquam Tuesday night, for the benefit
of the free-bath fund. Lo¥al talent will
present it and the production, It & sald,
will be one of the best local talent has
ever given,

.

The Fatal Age of 56,
8t. Jamex's Budget.

Among men and women of genius there
meems 1o bo a strange fatality connected
with the sge of b4

Fome of the most renowned characters
of the warld have dled on reaching that
limit, ncluding Dante, Hugh Capet, King
of France; Henry VIII, Henry IV of Ger-
many, Paganinl, Alexander Pope, Marcus
Aurelius, Frederick I of Prussia, Maria
Louisa, Empress of France: Saladin, the
greal Bultan of Egypt: Robert Stephen-
son, Beiplo Afrteanus, Roman General:
Heivetius, the philosopher; Henry 11, the
first of the Plantagenets; the eclder Pliny
Jullus Casagr, Charles XKingsiey, Juan
Prim, Spanish General and statesman:
Henry Knox, American Hevolutionary
General; Van Tromp, Duteh Admiral:
Abraham Lincoln, Marryat, the novellst:
Geotge Whifleld, founder of Calvintstlc
Methodlsm: Robert Dudley, Eart of Lei-
cester, favorite of Queen Ellgaheth: Jo.
hanna Gusper Spurzheim, German physi-
clan and phrenologist, and Frederick If
of Germany,

A Natural Death.

Beoteh Paper.

A ecountry doctor was once riding over a
wild stretch of down amnd asked the jonely
shepherd how he managed to get medical
assistance for his wife In the lsolated cot.
tage where they Hved

“Well, =ir,"” replled the shepherd, in &l
good faith, “‘we dwun't ha' no doctor: we
just dies a nat’ml death.”

Afton Water.

Robert Burns.

Rabert Burna was born in 1THS, and dled in
1T “Afton Water,"” the posm printed below,
was written In 1790. Hurms gave it o o Mrs
Btewari, a Jady of high social position, wha
owned the tervitory. or much of It compris-
ing the Vale of Aftom, and who was the frst
persan of her social stalus to recopnise the
geniun of the post and ontertaln him as an
wual. Qlem Afton is a bit of woodland of
ideal beauty, and Aftom Water ls but a Hitle
rivulet winding through it Burns and bis |
Highland Mary are said to have parted for |
the last time an fts banks, when she returned
home to the Highlands for A& visit. The stary
is that they stood on opposite sides of the
stream, each supporting the Hible with the
right Band, and, after dipping the left In the
water of the stream. mutually promiles! on
the book to be falthful te each other. In
proaf of the stary the Bible, with (ke auto-
graphs of Burns and Mary oo the Syleal, i
atill shown. While on that visit 1o the Hign-
lards, Muary died soddenty. The poet never
saw her after that pariing at the stream.
"Afton Wa ' peeds bot lttle interpretation

to render 1t porfectly understond. ““Green
brnes”’ means gresa slopes or hills: “‘stock-
dove™ Is taken o mean ring-dove, poled far

the possearion af & particularly sweet and mu-
sical cou; “lapwing”’ means plover: “lea’ i»
meadow, and “birk™ is the hirch iree

Flow gently, swee: Afton, among thy green

racs,

Flow genily. T ving thes & song ta thy pratse:

My Mary's aaleop by thy murmuring stream,

Flow gently. sweet Afton, disturd not her
dream.

Thou stock-dove, whoss echo resounds through
the glen,

Yo wild whistling blackbirds in yon thorny |
den,

Thou green-crested lapwing, thy screcmine for-
bear,

I charge you disturb not my slumbering falr.

How lofty, swest Afton, thy neighbaring hil's,

Far marked with the courses of clear, winding
rills;

There daily T wander aa ncon rises high,

My Socks and my Mary's sweet cot In my eye.

How plessant thy Ganks and green valleys be-
low, .

Where wild In the woodlants the primroses
Blow:

There oft, azx mild evening wesps over the Iu

Tho sweet-scemied birk shades my Mary asd
ma.

The crystal stream, Afton, how lovely It giides

Anid winds by (he cot where my Meary restdes

How wantos thy waters ber snowy faet lave, |

As path'ring swee: Sowerets she stems thy
clozr wave.

Flow grotly, sweel Afton, among thy green
hraes,
Flow geatly, sweet river, the thems of my lays®

{ you make seem 10 b veory succesaful.'”

XOTE AND COMMENT.

Immediately upon receipt of an official

bulletn from the Weather Bulletin, an-
nouncing that it was snowing, we sent
Ul requests to variops w nown Doets
faor contributions suited to the occasion

and received by return wire the following
aANsOrtment:
Lendan, Jan
Lt the rhow come o

Ivs &l the same o Jokn
He's b
For not

-~
=

M-to-bemrt with
ng elre he gtoes

Johannesburg, Jan 25
The fanneled fools
Ara]l the o} !

Know more than to ask f ¥
From me o the Leautiful snow

Portland. Yan 25
ve traveled wi

And mow 1he wrather pooves th yul
That what I've sald ls s,

For it ia elear we w tins
A day ometwo of

Ctarieston. Jan 25
The news that & I8 srowing there
Bo Slled me witk
£ 1 went gut &
&% press assock
vand, Jan 25 -
Weicome, fuzzy
Wh d
Iirlght ard ahinlng
Hnow
We are glad 5
Ciame, bai
Oh! go
- G
Tildy Johnson, of the
In the following:
The snmow began ia the
Apd busily all the
Bat hare we
work of cur
broke off Tildy's comm
be charmed with

m
-}
:
g
:

3
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glozmirg,

TCCORT

old friend, S
RiCAtl

plogiarism,

Dido't we tell you so?

Plumber at y-

Didn’t you wish that you

again?

Don't worry about £, It will be differeat
on the Fourth of July

We can get up n very good [mitation
of Winter when we really try,

Som= kind soul osught to inke a shovel
and go dig the groundhog out.

. x-

Roses, sunshine and snow, all in two
daye. Oregon agninst® the world

The coal wagon will have o hurry it is

exXpects 1o beat the doctor's bugpy

We would respectfully suggest 1o Beattla

that she keep her climate to herself
L+t htn whose own walk la clean com-
plain because hiz neighbor's e Impasaable,

finow. snow, beautl-

Here the oditor came Iz and threatencd
to force us to reslgn if we wiote any more,
The billszard blows, the youngwters wicate nd

nlide gn frog=n ponis

And many tired slumbers’ Boys crawl shop-
ward afier tools
As the man sald yesterday whon the

wind tore his overcoat from liis back: “lt'g
all off®”

What Is so rare asn & day In June?
In & gquestinn every ome
Will mak who seas & day like this
So greatly overdune
-

Those whose New Year's resolution pro-
scribed akates are now and
gnashing of Leeth.

wesping

The crunch of fest on the frozen walk
I» & charming st to heur
If away from the storm you are housed and
wWArm,
With a “"ball" and a fire near.

After severnl veara' work, the Ordnanceo
Department has designed u new rpifle, Lo
take the place of the Krag-Jorgensen, In
the oplnlon of the ordnance offlcers the
new tifle & a wonderful Improvement n
small arms, and Secretary Root has ap-
proved: General Crozler's recommendation
that 5000 rifles of the new pattern be made
Az goun us posslble and distributed to the

Army. The new rifte will have a velocity
of 23300 feet a second, and will earry an
increased powder charge. The only changa

in the eartridge will be the cutting awany
of the rim at the base and substituting a
groove {n the curtrikige case. The clumsy
ooking magazine on the side of the pres-
ent Krag will be encased In the stock of
the new gun. The carirldges will be car-

ried in elips of five each, and n slight
downward pressure of the thumb will
foree all five cartridges into the maga-

zine at once. Another feature of

rifle will be the abscnce of the swornd-
bayonet. The new rifle will have & stiff-
ened rod bayonet.

Party Danger in Isthmian Canal.
New York Fress.

So confidently_does the Democratic op-
position expect to make caplial put of the
of thelr adversarfes that they
have abandoned all considemation of the
canal as a plepe of public engineering,
and attack it silmply as a ground for party
advantage through maneuvers to be begua
In Congress ut obce. and carried to the
poils In the Autumnp As shown in the
Washingion dispatches of the Herald,
fajriy corrnborated In an interview with
Senator Jones, they are anxious that the
tepublicans should adopt the Punama
plan, in order that they may go to the
peopie for the Nicaragua plan This ia
not because they want a Nicaragua Canal,
but because they want 2 Nicarazun Canal
tssue, with its 50 yvears of American pre-
dilsetion and 2 years of anti-forelgn
prejudice in its favor.

PFLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPFPHERS
Not In Her Line—"Rut. oh,
to love me™" “‘Wo. I never could
Hasrper's Bazar.
De Cash—Naw, there Is & plotare I pald §2000

can't you learn
study.” —

for in Paria. Homer—Yau Jdon't say? The
framme must be solid gold —Chicago Daily
News.

When He Was In Town —"Uncie 8 doesn't
Bellewn In signa’™ ""No; but he wishes he'd
had more faith In that sign which aald,
ware of Pickpockets.” ""—Philadeiphia Evening

Bulletin.
Cholly—Your father bowed to me vory ple
untly on the wmtreet tadmy.  Edith—Indee

Mamma smid ne'd make some awful blonder i
be went without his glasses —Tit-Hits,

Meda It Unique—Squiidie—Thers's  some-
thing very remarkable about this uwmbrelin,
MceSwilligun—It's the vk e you ever bought,
! sappase. —Pittsburg Chraminie.

Maude—Gaskell thinks he v & regular lndy-
kiler. Esther—[ shouldn’t wander. [ had te
talk with kim last evening. and [ really
thought I should dle, Be wearied me s0.—Hos-
ton Trans-ript -

A Relapse —Biggs—1 understand Lushlvigh
gradogited (rom the lguor-eure cstabil=hoent
not very long agos. Boges—-Hoe did, and he
want back two weeks later for a jost-graduate
cunrse. —Judge.

On a Dog.—"Ther're thinking sow re-
versing the usus! precess and frst trying plays
in New Yark befors taking thems out on the
rogd.” ““What's the Mdea ™" “Well, If the play
succnods in New Yark, the rest of the cousiry
will know It's rotten " —Life.

The Hea! Thing—“All the mechanical toys

“Yes."
alil the inventor., “'I'veonly had one fallurs'”
‘What was the matier with 27 “Too resl-
stic. 1 guess. It was & toy tramp, snd it
wouldn't work." —Phindelphia Pross

Value of Economy.—-Mr. Bioks—Our nelghhor,
Minks, was shot at br a borgiar agd the bol-
iat Jodged in his pokstboak Mrr. Binks—
What of 1tT Mr. Bluts—Nothing: only [ was

of

My Mary's asl by thy mur ing
Flow ganily, sweet Afton. disturd not her
dream.

king his wife must he very economical A
bulint would go right tirough mioe. —New Yark
Woekly,




