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FonawA'nsxD for. THE PRI--
MARIES.

Th$ determined course of the Simon
machine In retaining absolute control of
the County Clerk's ofllce aad of the
election boards in down-tow- n districts,
where crooked work has prevailed in
Xhe past. Is explained to some extent.
by the large opportunities which the
new Lockwood primary law secures to
these various officials In tho wav of
discretionary procedure. Part of these
opportunities grow out of the Dockwood
law's peculiar devices, and part out of
its of certain portions of
the old Australian ballot law, or at-lea-

its. specific application of those'
general election provisions to the pri-
maries. s.

In the first place, the County Clerk
(Clerk, of the County Court) has a large-discretio-

in the date he is to set for
primary day. He has no advisors upon
Jhis matter in the county government.
If his faction of the-part- wants a long
campaign, he can name the , primary
day now. If they want a short cam-
paign, he can set it as far ahead as
April. Considerable discretion Is In-

volved In the acceptance or rejection
of candidates, for no names can be
printed on the official ballot unless they
are nominated in accordance with the
Lockwood act, except that they may be
chosen by "assemblages of electors or
Individual electors, or by the direct pri-
mary method."

A curious combination of inconsistent
provisions throws considerable discre-
tion into the County Clerk's hands in
the matter of the colors of official bal-
lots. The Lockwood act specifically di-
rects that section 48 of the Australian
ballot law of 1S91 shall apply to the
primary elections. This section says
that "all ballots designed to be voted
shall be printed In black Ink upon a
good quality of white papier," etc. Col-
ored paper shall be used for "sample
ballots," used as now for instructive
purposes, duplicates in their print of
the white ballots, but not to be voted,
and "if voted shall not be counted."
Elsewhere the law says that white bal-
lots only shall be counted. But the
Lockwood act itself provides for col-
ored paper for official ballots. The offi-
cial ballots of the different parties must
be different from each other in color.
The latitude and resources thus com-
mitted to the County Clerk are obvi-
ous.

Another new achievement of the Lock-woo- d
lav.' is that it puts It Into the

power of the judges to destroy the se-
crecy of the ballot, and thus might
enable the party in power .to perpetuate
itself through intimidation. There may
be numbers of independent-spirite- d Re-
publicans, who would not care to incur
the enmity of the Simon judges and
clerks. All voters are obliged, however,
to announce their choice of party tick-
ets, the clerk must announce it "dis-
tinctly," and after they have voted the
chairman announces It ""distinctly."
The ballots, moreover, are deposited in
separate boxes, each party or "inde-
pendent" faction of every party, in a
box by itself. In view of these provis-
ions, it is not 'exactly clear why the
chairman is enjoined not to expose the
names written or printed on the ballot.
It assuredly is not contemplated that
the voter will call for a Simon ticket
and then write on it the anti-Simo- n

names and put the ballot in the Simon
box.

The discretionary power of the County
Cleric extends also to the process of
opening the returns and canvassing the
votes. In this work he calls to his aid
two Justices of the Peace within the
county (presumably of hla own selec-
tion). The three canvass the vote, tab-
ulate the returns, and the County Clerk
issues a certi'ficate'of the .election which
shall be published both in newspapers
and on placards.

It is evident that in the interpreta-
tion of this law, as In the interpreta-
tion of most new laws, large discretion-
ary powers are lodged with the adminis-
trative officer. In' this case nearly all
the power, except that of selecting the
judges and clerks, is vested in the
County Clerk. It Is unfortunate when
County Commissioners and Clerk all be-
long to a single faction, determined
upon Its own perpetuation by any
means necessary- - In the present case,
however, .the community has been suffi-
ciently warned, we think, so that any
attempt to control the vote or tampe.
with the returns would be promptly
suppressed. The Lockwood law prom-
ises to give us a first step in fair pri- -
maries. Probably it will eventually be
amended so as to preserve- - the secrecy
of the Australian baHot.

The Tise of the Commercial National
Bank,of Chicago, its increase in capital
from .$1,000,000 to $2,000,000, and the
heavy subscriptions to Its stock by lead-
ing New Tork financiers, make up a
epleSanr tribute to the efficiency and

character of "Mr. J. H. Eckels, its pre&l
ident and formerly Controller of the
Treasury. From" a poor country lawyer
Mr. Eckels has risen to one of the com-
manding places in our National
finances. He is a young man yet, and
enjoys the promise of ah exceedingly
useful and honorable career. His work,
as a Democrat, for the gold standard,
Justly endeared him to all ttue patriots,
and his success is a standing rebuke
to the demagogues.who assert that the
poor man has no show in this country.

PREMIUM OX PER3URY.
The State of Minnesota has enacted a

new law, drawn for the purpose of
catching in its drag-n-et all kinds of
values for taxation. The Minneapolis
Tribune declares that it will promote
perjury, to a far greater extent ahan
it will augment the tax-rol- L . The Trib-
une proceeds to say:

Let us see what will happen to persons who,
through conscience or fear, do not commit per-
jury. They will pay 3. per cent on the full
cash value of all their vlsiblo and tangible
personal property in houses, stores, ware-
houses, elevatore, mills and. factories. This
must be the "true cash value." says the law,
not "what it would bring oa forced sale."

We don't know how tho true cash valuo of
half-wor- n household goods and
mill machinery Is .to be reached, but this Is
what the law says. Wc don't know either
what this tar would lake oat of the. average
profits of the Jobbing retailing and manu-
facturing business. Taxpayers can figure that
out. Moreo"r, taxpayers that do not commit
perjury will pay 3 per cent on the full value
of stocks, bonds and mortgages, whose aver-
age annual yield ranges from 4 to-7-; they will
pay a per cent on deposits in savings banks-whic-

yield 4; they will pay 3 per cent on
unproductive balances of money In bank.

But then, we have these tremendous
premiums on perjury in Oregon. Some
time we may have a scientific system
qf taxaOon, In which Income tax will
have an important place; but that is
yet a long way off.

LESS WORIC AND MORE XOISE.
They continue to bark at the House.

Herei is the Indianapolis New, hich
says that "under the present arrange
ment the House of Representatives Is
absolutely controlled by the Speaker
and the committee on rules. No busi-
ness can be transacted which Uwse few
men le3s than half a dozen do not
wish to be transacted. Debate is Im-
possible except with their consent and
on terms laid down by them."

Again, The Oregonian must enroll
Itself for the defense. The Indictment
resolves Itself into two counts. First,
business can't be done. Now the record
shows that business Is done. The evi-

dence In all these complaints consists of
specific offenses. One is the quick pas-
sage of the Payne tariff bill for the
Philippines, and the other is the quick
passage of the Nicaragua Canal bill.
Business wasn't delayed. It was rushed.
The real complaint that the bills were
improperly digested should not be con-
fused with the assertion that, the House
can't transact business.

It is a mistaken notion that legisla-
tion takes an Infinite amount of time
or that the merits of a law are in-

versely proportionate to the speed of Its
enactment. It would have talien no
longer to prepare a fair Philippine tariff
than the unfair Payne tariff. And the
Nicaragua bill has been In process of
perfection for a generation. There Is
timeenough if the proper attention is
given.

The second count In the indictment is
that the House can't debate. This Is
ezcluslye of the other count. Debating
is not doing business. It is delay, and
usually cQrr.es. to npthlng more than the
darkening of counsel by words Without
knowledge.' The Senate, of course, can
debate, and it does. One man can de-

feat a bill . wanted by the majority.
While the House acts, the Senate talks.
We need more action and less oratory.
While the obstructive rules of the Sen-

ate stand' in such crj'lng need of reform'
so that something can be done, it ap-
pears very unpropitious t5 complain of
the House, that it conducts business
with too great facility and too little
debate.

A NEED "WHICH CRIES ALOUD.
We have bad streetB in Portland be-

cause we have bad laws governing the
construction and repair of streets. The
Improvement of any street may be pre-
vented by one determined holder of
abutting property: the maintenance of
a street once Improved is dependent
upon the disposition and initiative of
the man who has to pay the bills.
And, since the6e are the conditions, does
anybody - wonder that our streets are
broken Into chuck-hole- s, that they are
unsightly, filthy, unwholesome, the
source of unspeakable inconvenience
and discomfort to our own people and
In the view of strangers a discredit and
a reproach? And is there any wonder
that disgust Is universal with sidewalks
rotten or rotting, soggy under foot, of-

fensive to the sight, reeking with mold
and decay, a menace to public health
and a positive danger to every perscn
who walks on them?

The people of Portland are neither
mean nor lacking In taste or public
spirit. They willingly give of their
means and the community is far from
pool? to any enterprise looking to pub-
lic convenience or the promotion of the
standing and" welfare of the city. If it
could be left to popular vote, Involving
a sufficient tax levy to accomplish the
work, our people, we believe, would
stand four to five in support of a prop-
osition for good streets and sidewalks.
Nobody questions the necessity; nobody

at least no great number begrudges
the money. But under the law the
wieh of the overwhelming majority
avails nothing. The protest of one de-

termined obstructionist as neighbor
Pennoyer has demonstrated will prac-
tically block any scheme jof street im
provement; and the one or - half a
dozen Is never lacking when any pro-
ject looking to betterment of street con-
ditions Is presented.

What we need Is not conviction as to
the wretchedness of present conditions,
for that Is known and admitted; nor
willingness to provide .means for some-
thing better, for that is general. What
we need Is legal machinery by which the
public will may et Itself enforced. We
need a scheme of procedure In street
matters which cannot be blocked in Its
operations by one or a few property-holde- rs

too lacking in liberality, in en-
terprise or in decency to' do what the
community Interest demands of them.

There are valid arguments for and
against any one of the many plans un-

der which municipalities proceed in the
dreatlon ' of streets and in caring for
them. But we have been considering
these arguments for years, and we have
accomplished nothing creditable or ade-
quate as the result of all this discus-
sion. Only this has been demonstrated,
namely, that, excepting in the strictly
business parts of the city, streets will
not be Improved In any reasonable or
adequate style if it be left to holders of
abutting property to Initiate the work
or if the protest of any considerable
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number' of such property-holde- rs Is suf-
ficient to prevent It There are, we
know, good arguments in opposition,
but we incline, nevertheless, to the plan
which leaves the whole matter of street
Improvement and maintenance to the
City Council, the work to be done one--
half at the charge of the general treas-
ury and one-hal- f, at the cost of property--

owners, the latter to have no power
of protest, or a power so limited that It
will not, be possible for a few persons
to defeat .an Important street enterprise.
There are objections, unquestionably, to
this plan; but, after all Is said, i is a
plan under which something can be
done. If this or something like it had
been the law during the past twenty
years, Portland would today have
streets worthy of her development In
other ways and creditable to the taste
and enterprise of her people. And what
is more, all this could have been done
for less money than the sums we have
expended in haphazard, temporary and
shiftless projects.

. The point of all this relates to the op-
portunity which Portland now has of
getting a better street system at the
hands of the Charter Committee. We
are told that the committee has this
matter under consideration; and we
earnestly hope that It will provide a
plan under which the progressive and
liberal majority will be able to get what
it wants. It Is a case in which no
"easy" system looking to the complais-
ance of all parties in Immediate Interest
will accomplish anything. To be effi-
cient, the powers of initiative and of
enforcement must rest where they will
be under the domination of the public
Interest and of public opinion.

HIGHWAYS AXD niGHWAYMEN.
When Mr. William Pinkertcn was re-

cently In Portland he said that most of
the crimes of the country are committed
by hobos. Recent local history abun-
dantly justifies this reflection. Unem-
ployed wanderers, In various stages of
savage determination to collect a living
without work, supply nearly all our
criminal business. These worthies are
easily enough apprehended. Most of
them commit their beggary and bri-
gandage in, those brief terms of active
service which alternate with longer va-
cations In jails, maintained comfortably
for them at public expense. They don't
mind a short term In jail for vagrancy.
They rather court it.

There is only one complaint more gen-
erally bitter by the average citizen than
this infliction of lawless hobos- - and
highwaymen, and that Is the condition
of our roads and streets. Some years
ago the City of Omaha had a boom as
the result of many miles of new asphalt
pavemerfts. Nothing would so send
Portland ahead as the creation of a sys-
tem of well-pave- d streets where now
are Impassable quagmires and unnavl-gabl- e

waterways. Nothing would so
vigorously forward Western Oregon as
a system of good roads. It would in-
crease the farmer's earning power, and
attract immigration both by prosperity
and by our Improved appearances.

Fame awaits the man who can effect
a profitable combination, between the
hobo and the bad roads evil between
highways and highwaymen. Some In-

teresting suggestions in this direction
were made by a bright Portland rail-
road man In a recent issue of The Ore-
gonian. He proposed a state system un-
der which all unemployed and Impecuni-
ous travelers should be put to work, on
the roads. Petty 'criminals could thus
serve out their sentences and deserving
tramps might be paid a small stipend
from the county road fund. Certainly
a consummation devoutly to be wished
Is a process which will at once render
the roads serviceable and the hobo In-

nocuous. The success of Portland's
rockplle offers a pregnant hint to all
whom it may concern.

AS OTHERS WOULD SEE US.

It is .certainly offensive to our Na-
tional pride to read the revelations the
dispatches afford concerning the ef-

forts of Continental Europe to further
the interests of Spain 'against us prior
to and during the war of 1898. Every
first-cla- ss European power Is strenu-
ously seeking to escape our displeasure
on that score. Each accuses the other,
each denies its own complicity. Noth-
ing is more certain than that the patri-
otic sense of this country would warmly
resent, and justly, any effort on Eu-
rope's part to tell us what we. should
or should not do, or to play into the
hands of our enemiea

We went through this same thing in
connection with the Civil War. What,
if anything. Great Britain did, or Rus-
sia, or France, in aid of the Southern
Confederacy or against the effort of the
Federal Government to put down seces-
sion. Is just what historical curiosity-seeke- rs

.have been trying to find out,
and contributions to the discussion, If
they have any new Information, are re-
garded as of great value. The fleet of
'Russia 'alleged to have been awaiting
our disposal, the unfriendly acts of
Great "Britain, the favor shown us by
certain British people, and the actions
of France, are all matters of great In-

terest to us, and for which Europeans
rightfully claim our good will or expect
our displeasure.

The practical point of these Illustra-
tions Is In" their bearing on the efforts
of certain opponents of the present Ad-
ministration to embroil us in the same
Bort of interference with Great Britain
which we keenly resent when directed
toward ourselves. We are, justly jealous
of our prerogative of National dignity.
The power that should have undertaken
to suggest to us what we should do in
our Civil War, or In our war with Spain,
would have Incurred our animosity, re-
gardless of party. Great Britain is in
some such straits now with her South
African, operations. Yet Democrats and
antis urge us on to Interfere where we
could only earn the reward of being told
to go about our business.

They who urge Intervention on behalf
of the Boers would be ashamed of their
ridiculous attitude were it not that they
are moving, not so much on behalf of
the Boere as for the purpose of embar-
rassing the Administration. It would
be a fine thing. If we protest on behalf
of the Boers, to turn to the Philippines
and say we are hypocrites. This parti-
san trick, contemptible as it is shal-la-

is back of all the. heroics we hear
about liberty being throttled in South
Africa.

Mr. Frye, In his report on the ship
subsidy bill, presents figures showing
that the average wage scale on Amer-
ican vessels Is $10 per month higher
than on British vessels, and nearly $15
per month higher than on German ves-
sels. These figures have a suspicious
appearance when the movements o the
merchant marine the world over are
considered, and there is a possibility
that the good MrJFrye, in his desire to.
make the best possible showing for 'his
cause, has used special figures. It is a

fact known to every", traveler on the
"American'1' line between New York and
Liverpool that the crews are, almost
without exception, foreigners who are
picked up on the beach at Liverpool, at
exactly the same wages as are paid by
the Brltlsli, German or any Other line
that employs sailors, firemen, waiters,
etc., whose -- wages In the aggregate
make up over nine-tent- of the cost
of the crew. The same condition of af-
fairs Is shown In the deep-wat- er Amer-
ican sailing ships. They pick up their
crews in all parts of the world, and
they sign them at "going wages" out of
the port from which they ship. The
American merchant marine, which does
business on the Great Lakes and In-

terior waters, pays higher wages for
sailors, firemen, waiters, etc., than is
paid at Atlantic Coast ports, but the
moment the Lake sailor lands in New
York and attempts to ship he will find
that the American line Is not offering
him 510 per month more than he can se-

cure from the Cunard, or $15 more than
he can secure from the Hamburg-America- n.

On American sailing ships he
may be fed a little better, but on the
big Hner3, which are after the subsidy,
It will be the rarae wages, same food
and same accommodations that he can
secure on the British and German lines.
Mr. Frye's statement would have car-
ried greater or .perhaps less weight had
he mentioned-sspeclfi- cases.

Senator William B. Alllscn Is assured,
by the recent vote of the Iowa Legis-
lature, of six consecutive terms In the
United States Senate a distinction
never before conferred upon any Amer-
ican citizen. His thirty consecutive
years in the Senate will expire March
4. 1903. Being now 73 years of age, the
wisdom of electing, him for another
term of six years might well be doubt-
ed but for the fact that his long ex-

perience In National affairs Is held to
offset any decline of physical vigor that
comes with length of years, while his
mental faculties are a9 keen as they
were at life's meridian. If he lives to
complete his sixth term In the Senate,
he will have attained the age of four-
score years, forty-fo- ur of which, he hav-
ing served eight years In the House of
Representatives prior to his election to
the Senate In 1873, will have been spent
In Congress. It is said of him that he
has sought to finish and perfect legis-
lation rather than to originate, and for
this reason his name la not attached to
any great legislative act, though his
shaping hand has been laid upon many
laws of National Importance.

Landhunters are waking up to the
value of Oregon timber lands. Twenty-on-e

timber claims were filed In the Ore-
gon City Land Office last Thursday,
embracing a total of 3360 acres In Ben-
ton County. This land has 'not been
heretofore unknown, most of It having
been taken In past years under the
homestead law, but relinquished, for
the reason, perhaps, of the labor In-

volved in clearing and putting It under
the plow. Oregon timber, was not a
valuable asset in those days, for the
very sufficient reason that the local lum-
ber market was easily glutted and lum-
ber shipping had not reached the pro-
portions of a paying Industry. To sub-
due the forests to agriculture was enor-
mously laborious, and therefore unprof-
itable. But the timber districts aban-
doned by discouraged homeseekers
have been rediscovered, bo to epea'k, by
the timber-lan- d seeker, who will sooner
or later realize handsomely upon his
venture.

Orderly people will find pleasure in
the statement that one careless thrower
of firecrackers has had to pay for his
alleged fun. A Umatilla County jury
'has just awarded a citizen of Pilot
Rock, In that county, damages in the
sura of $300 for injuries received In a
runaway, due to firecrackers having
been carelessly thrown under his horses'
feet last Summer. Suit was brought
by the injured man and won upon the
allegation that the firecrackers were
negligently thrown and the injuries re-
ceived resulted from that negligence.
There Is common sense In this decis-
ion, which a long-sufferi- public will
appreciate and applaud. It may be
hoped that some value will be attached
to It as precedent so dear to the legal
mind.

Were it not, says the Brooklyn Eagle,
for the efforts of the Department of
Agriculture in aiding opplegrowers to
combat the destructive scab and bitter
rot that appeared among that fruit last
season, apples would now be bringing
prices in Eastern markets as high as
Florida oranges. Full Instructions were
sent to all those who asked for infor-
mation as to the best methods of com-
batting these diseases, with the result
that a failure in the crop was confined
to a shortage. Similar but fuller In-

structions will be sent out In the Spring
In a carefully prepared pamphlet to
all known applegrowers, giving prom-
ise in advance of a clean if, because of
other untoward conditions, a light apple
crop In 1902.

The Indians at Fort Belknap reserva-
tion, Montana, threaten to go oh' a
strike against the Government unless
the halrcuttlng order recently made by
Commissioner Jones Is revoked. The
tribes represented are principally of the
Sioux and Cheyennes. What they ex-
pect to accomplish by resistance of the
order is not quite clear, but they are
working their courage up by dances,
while couriers have been sent out sum-
moning all the chiefs to a council of
war. This protest and resistance indi
cate that the order has been too long
aeiayea.

Cuba is in a bad fix. Our extreme
protectionists are unwilling to relax any
of the pains and penalties of the Ding-le- y

tariff, in favor of her products.
Some one would suggest that as a rem-
edy Cuba should seek annexation to the
United States only there Is the exam-
ple of the Philippines, against which
thoUETh- - thV hlrmc tn th TTnltoH Sfafon

ftfthe Dingley tariff Is to be maintained.
Cuba, evidently, will conclude that she
has no rights upon the earth nor within
the sea.

The Atlanta Journal says there Is a
growing public sentiment in Alabama
against lynching. Several Sh'erlffs have
defied mobs, while the Governor and
Judges give them unwavering support.
Judge Greene, of the Alabama Circuit
Court, recently declared that he will
draw no distinction between a lyncher
and a murderer.

They say they had a' fine meeting of
the Pori of Portland Commission the
other day. Neither Ellis G. Hughes nor
a reporter from The Oregonian was
present, and the' .session was a pattern
of heavenly' peace.

PLODDING VERSUS BRIttlANCY

San Francisco" Bulletin.
When Sam Shortridge was a candidate

for the office of United States Senator his
brother Charlie, then editor of the Call,
used to wtlte that, Sam was an eagle, fly-
ing straight to the mountain top, and tent
hla opponent, Mr. Perkins, was a viper
crawling up the mountain for thev purpose
of occupying the eagle's nest. But tho
Legislature, unheeding Charlie's flamboy-
ant eloquence, elected Perkins, who makes
no pretense of being an eagle, although
he may very truthfully deny that he Is a
viper. Since then Sam Shortridge has
thrilled many audiences with his eloquence
and has been cheered a hundred times,
but he Is still plain Sam Shortridge; while
Senator Perkins has plodded along, saying
little and doing his work well, until he
haa become chairman of a, prcralnent com-
mittee and a figure in Washington.

The eagle, in public life, has the admir-
ation of the crowd, but it is the crawler
who makes the most headway. The eagle
soars through the air, but the crawlerstays on the solid ground and can hold
what he has gained. The old story of
the hare and the tortoise has not lost Its
application. No better Illustration of the
triumph of a competent plodder oyer a
shining but less effective rival could be
made than a comparison of the careers of
the late President McKInley and Tbctna9
Brackett Reed.

Reed and McKInley entered Congress on
the same day, October 15, 1877. Both were
beginners and almost unknown In Na-
tional politics. McKInley was reticent and
almost shy. Reed, pn the contrary, was
ready, forward, aggressive and talkative.
During the first few sessions McKInley
seldom or never took the floor, while Reed
was on his feet all the time, asking ques-
tions, shouting sarcasms,, engaging. In de-
bates. The two men were promoted, In
time, in their committees. Reed's sharp
tongue and mental power soon made him
one of the most feared debaters In the
House, while McKInley became known a3
a grubber, a faithful worker In commit-
tee, a staesnym not at all showy, but very
solid. McKInley was Reed's competitor
for the-- Speakership, but tbo Maine man.
won. Reed had his ambition set toward
the White House. McKInley plodded on
the ways and means committee. When
Reed declared his tyrannical rules McKIn-
ley was the only Republican member that
protested against them.

The end of their rivalry was that the
plodder became President and the brilliant
Reed left Congress, disappointed and
soured. His talents had won him plaudit,
and enemies. McKInley's hard work, hla
modesty end Ijls gentleness had disarmed
envy and cleared his way.

This argument is not a disparagement
of brains as aids to success, but " is
merely to prove that a good brain of the
plodding kind Is more valuable In the
battle than a good brain of the showy
kind. An engine may have a very noisy
whistle and yet may do poor work; and
there may be very efficient and high-pow- er

engines that have no whistle at
all. It is very well to be an orator and
to utter bright nnd quotable remarks; but
for Tesults" it Is better to say little and
work hard.

- The Fall of a Trout.
Atlanta Journal.

There is a Nemesis, that has worked its
revenge on many a trust. The average
trust overdoes itself. When it finds that
It has a good thing it Is apt to push it
along at too rapid a rate. It overcapital-
izes and piles up obligations that It can-
not possibly meet. v

Then the investors whom it has drawn
Into Its scheme by promises of fabulous
profits begin to complain. Finally they
realize that they have been made victims
of a gobble game for the benefit of a set
of shrewd "capitalists," or that, In the
exuberance of the officers and directors
of a common Investment, they have been
led to financial distress while seeking the
safe pathway of enormous profits.

The collapse of the Asphalt Trust Is a
striking Illustration of the way of all such
flesh. That concern has gone to the wall,
and is in the hands of a receiver on ac-
count of Its gross overcapitalization and
the very questionable methods it em-
ployed. The Asphalt Trust seems to have
been characterized by Its bold departure
from business methods. It has not only
resorted to new financial devices, but has
dabbled dangerously In politics. It used
money obtained from the profits of Its
legitimate operations and from unsuspect-
ing investors in its fatty degenerated
stock for the promotion of all sorts of bold
and even reckless plans of world-wid- e ex-
tension. By this procers It built up an
amount of fixed charges which It could
not meet, and a receiver had to step In
and simplify the situation. The moral of
the matter may be put In these words:
That when trust promoters are swayed by
greed, and not by sound business princi-
ples, the end of their scheming is a fore-
gone conclusion, and in most cases is al-
ready in sight. The legislative power of
states and the nation is busy devising
schemes to prevent the trust evil. In the
meantime It Is occasionally curing itself
by exhibiting In Its own disasters the in-

evitable result of defying the fixed laws
of finance and trade.

Gorman for President.
Chicago Record-Heral- d.

Mr. Gorman's enthusiastic friends say
that he Is now in the running as a Presi-
dential possibility in 1904. Mr. Gorman's
claims to a nomination are well known,
but they are so peculiar that It Is Interest-
ing to recall them during the tempest of
enthusiasm.

Latterly the "and Senator-to-b- e
has been conspicuous because he has

carried through a scheme to disfranchise
a large number of the citizens of Mary-
land. The purpose was not to improve tho
electorate but to Increaso his chances of
election, and during the preliminary cam-
paign and the legislative elections Mr.
German's role was that of the political
"fine worker."

In the days before his temporary retire-
ment the gentleman was also known as
a fine worker and Senatorial speculator.
His career In Maryland was one of per-
sistent political intrigue and debauchery,
and when he helped legislate in Washing-
ton it was with his eye on stock quota-
tions.

His qualifications are fully set forth
in this brief sketch of his life. No such
man was ever nominated for the Presi-
dency by a great political party, and none
ever will be.

Tlie Waste of Timber.
St. Paul Pioneer" Press.

Lumbering has been going on In Min-
nesota for over fifty years, during which
time it Is probably safe to say that 00

worth of pine has- been cut. Of this
amount perhaps 520.000,000 worth was
granted to railroads. How much has the
United States received for all this pine?
Beginning with the year 1&9 and up to
October, 1S37, the exact and total amount
that the United States has received for all
land3 sold In Minnesota agricultural as
well as timber lands was just $7,2SG,599 40.
If these splendid pine forests had been
managed 'on forestry principles the gen-
eral Government would have received
many more million, dollars, and Minnesota
herself would have been in a much better
situation.

A Sensible Opinion.
New Orleans Times-Democr-

"Uncle Tom's- - Cabin-- has as little en-

ergy for' harm as It ha for good. To Ig-

nore Its presentation would, on the whole,
be the wiser" thing for the Daughters of
the Confederacy In Kentucky to do.

"Where Morgaa Has Not Been.
Baltimore American.

Full many a gem of purest ray serene
the dark, unfathomed caves of ocean bear,
because no giant sort of dredge machine
has yet been dipped by Plerpont Morgan
there.

Found Her Life Work.
Philadelphia Bulletin.

"She has found her life work at last.
"What Is It?"
"Married a man to reform' him."

AMUSEMENTS.

Whitney & Knowles magnificent pro-
duction of "Quo Vadls?" came to the
Marquam last night, and was welcomed
by a far larger audience than was gath-
ered to see It on the occasion of its first
visit to Portland. The presentation Is on
a more lavish scale scenlcally than any-
thing which has come tp the Marquam
this season. Every act Is mounted with
lavish regard to beauty, the "costumes are
elaborate and costly in the extreme, an--
as a spectacle It has seldom been equaled
In Portland. Especially fine was the
scene In which the burning of Rome was
depicted and that at the entrance of the
circus was little behind It in beauty.

But the production Is far more than a
spectacle. The company la large, and In
the cast are many players of much abil-
ity, and the play Is put on with all thepomp and ceremony which an audience
loves to suppose Is the "real thing." The
incidental music, composed by Jumlan
Edward,. Is another striking feature, and
adds greatly to tho performance, while
the singing of the chorus would be a
credit to many opera organization.

Adolph Jackson, as "Petrorflus," heads
the cast. He has a partwhlch fits him
admirably, and of which he makes a
groat deal. Charles Sutton Is an excellent
"Vlnlcius." Thomas. M. Hunter as "Nero"
docs a fine piece of ch-ac- ter work. Mary
Emerson is a good "Lygia," and the re-
mainder of the company, which numbers
more than 30 people, Js all that could be
asked.

"Quo Vadls?" will be repeated at the
matinee this afternoon and tonight.

MATIXEE TODAY.
Strong Attractions at AH Three

Theaters.
"Quo Vadls?" which is one of the most

sumptuous scenic productions seen in
Portland this season, will be the matinee
attraction at the Marquam today.

At Cordray's the Collaiharinl-Kepett- o

Concert Company will give one of their
best programmes. The opportunity to
hear really great singers sing the bestoperas will no doubt be seized by a large
number of music-love- rs and students.

"East Lynne." which has been crowding
the Baker all the week, will be given atthe matinee, and. the engagement wiil
conclude tonight. Mis3 Elizabeth Hale,
who plays "Lady Isabel," has made many
friends In Portland, and her playing or
this emotional role Is well worth seeing.

. COMING ATTRACTIOXS.

"At Valley Forge" at Cordray's.
"At Valley Forge," one of the most

successful of late war dramas, will be
the attraction at Cordray's. Theater next
week, beginning Sunday night. The play
Is .said to be a lrcson In American his-
tory well worth the learning. A good
company and a verv utroncr sppnic nm
duction are promised, the scenery havlngj
"" wjicwan ucsiguea siier a carcxuistudy of the history of the time repre-
sented.

"The Queen of Haytl" at the Baker.
Beginning- - with a matinee Sunday after-

noon, "The Queen of Hayt!," a musical
comedy presented by a large company of
colored entertainer?, will be the attract-
ion at the Baker Theater next week. All
the music which stirs the colored breast,
all the dances only darkles-- can do. are
promised as features, and pretty mulattogirls and bright costumes are said to be
plentiful. There will be matinees Wed-
nesday and Saturday.

Cantata at the Marqnnm.
"The Four-Le- af Clover," or "Gluck-Auf- ,"

a cantata, will bo presented at the
Marquam Tuesday night, for the benefit
of the free-bat- h fund. Local talent willpresent It, and the production. It Is said,
will be one of the best local talent ha3
ever given.

The Fatal Age of SG.
St, James's Budget.

Among men and women of genius thereseems to bo a strange fatality connected
with the ase of 56.

Some of the most renowned characters
of the world have died on reaching that
limit. Including Dante, Hugh Capet. King
of France; Henry VIII, Henry IV of Ger-
many, Paganlnl, Alexander Pope, Marcus
Aurellus. Frederick I of Prussia. Maria
Louisa, Empress of France; Saladln, thegreat Sultan of Egypt; Robert Stephen-
son, Sclplo Africanus, Roman General;
Helvetius, tho philosopher; Henry II. the
first of the Plantagenets; the elder Pliny
Julius Caesar, Charles KIngsley, Juan
Prim, Spanish General and statesman;
Henry Knox, American Revolutionary
General; Van Tromp, Dutch Admiral;
Abraham Lincoln, Marryat, the novelist;
George Whifleld, founder of Calvlnlstlc
Methodism; Robert Dudley, Earl of Lei-
cester, favorite of Queen Elizabeth; Jo-
hanna Gasper Spurzhelm, German physi-
cian and phrenologist, and Frederick II
of Germany.

A Xatnral Death.
Scotch Paper.

A country doctor was once riding over a
wild stretch of down and asked tho lonely
shepherd how he managed to get medical
assistance for his wife In the Isolated cot-
tage where they lived.

"Well, sir," replied the shepherd, In all
good faith, "we dwun't ha no doctor; we
Just dies a nafral death."

Alton Wnter.
Robert Burns.

Robert Burns was born in 1750. and died in
1T0G. "Afton Water," the poem printed below,
was written In I'M. Burns gave it to a Mrs.
Stewart, a lady of high social position, who
owned the territory, or much of It, compris-
ing the Vale of Arton. and who was the firstperson of her social status to recognize the
genius of the poet and entertain h!m as an
equal. Olen Atton is a bit of woodland of
ideal beauty, and Afton Water is but a little
rivulet winding through it. Burns and his
Highland Mary are said to have parted for
the last time on Its banks, when she returned
home to the Highlands for a visit. The story
Is that they stood on opposite sides of the
stream, each supporting the Bible with tho
right hand, and. after dipping the left in the
water of the stream, mutually promised on
tho book to bo faithful to each other. In
proof of the story the Bible, with the auto-
graphs of Bums and Mary on the flyleaf. Is
still shown. While on that visit to the Hlgn-land- 3,

Mary died suddenly. The poet never
saw her after that parting at the stream.
"Afton Water" needs but little interpretation
to render it perfectly understood. "Green
braes" means green slopes or hills; "stock-
dove" Is taken to mean ring-dov- e, noted for
the possession of a particularly sweet and mu-
sical coo; "lapwing' means plover: "lea" Is
meadow, and "blrk" is the birch tree.

Flow gently, sweet Afton, among thy green
braes.

Flow gently. I'll sing thee a song In thy praise;
My Mary's asleep by thy murmuring stream.
Flow genUy. sweet Afton. disturb not her

dream.

Thou stock-dov- e, whose echo resounds through
the glen.

Te wild whistling blackbirds in yon thorny
den.

Thou green-creste- d lapwing, thy screaming for-
bear,

I charge you disturb not my slumbering fair.

How lofty, sweet Afton. thy neighboring hills.
Far marked with the courses of clear, winding

rills;
There dally I wander as noon rises high.
My flocks and my Mary's sweet cot In my eye.

"How pleasant thy banks and green valleys bo- -'

low. ,
Where wild In the woodlands the primroses

blow;
There oft. as mild evening weeps over the leu.
The sweet-scente- d blrk shades my Mary and

nc.

The crystal stream, Afton, how lovely It glides.
And winds by the cot where my Mary resides;
How wanton thy waters her snowy feet lav.
As gath'rlng sweet flowerets she stems thy

clear wave.

Flow gently, sweet Afton, among thy green
braes.

Flow gcnUy. sweet river, the theme of my lays
My Mary's asleep by thy murmuring stream.
Flow gently, sweet Afton. disturb not her

dream.

X0TE AND COMMENT.

Immediately upon receipt of an official
bulletin from the Weather Bulletin, an-
nouncing that It was snowing,- - we sent
out requests to various well-know- n poets
for contributions suited to the occasion,
and received by return wire the following
assortment:

London. Jan. 25
Let the. snow come down like wool.It's til the fame to John H. Bull-He- 's

h.art-to-hea- rt with Uncle Sam.
For nothing else he gives a contin?itaL

Alf-- tl

Johannesburg, Jan. 25.
The flanneled fools at the wicket3

And the oiher oafs that we know-Kno-

more than Jo ask for a pixru
From nie on the beautiful snow

Portland. Jan 23.
I've traveled widely through the Eajt

And always made it plain
That Oregon was NOT the stato

Of thirtten months of rain.

And now the weather proves to you
That what I've said Is so.

For It Is clear we sometimes get
A day or, two of snow.

Pat Donan.
Ctarlcston. Jan. 23.

The new that It is snowing there
So filled me with elation

That I went out and Joined one "nore
New press association. K. X. W--

Portland. Jan. 23.
Welcome, fuzzy.

White and wuzzy.
Bright and shining

Snow.
We are glad you

Came, but mad you.
Oh! so soon, must"" Go. H. F. It.

Tildy Johnson, of the Santiam, also sent
in the following:

Thevsnow began In the gloaming.
And busily all the night

But here we recognized some of the
work of cur old friend. Solomcn, and
broke off Tildy'H communication, lest she
be charged with plagiarism.

Didn't we tell you so?

Plumber at your house this morning?

Didn't you wish that you were a child
again?

Don't worry about it. It will be different
on the Fourth of July.

We can get up a very good imitation
of Winter when we really try.

Some kind soul ought to take a shovel
and go dig the groundhog out.

Roses, sunshine and snow, all in two
days. Oregon againstr the world.

The coal wagon w ill have to hurry it i3
expects to beat the doctor's buggy.

We would respectfully suggest to Seattle
that she keep her climate to herself.

Let hkn whose own walk Is clean corn-pla- in

fcecause his neighbor's is impassable.
Snow, snow, benutl

Here the editor came In and threatened
to force us to resign if wc wrote any more.
The bllxzard blows, tho youngsters skate and

slide on frozen pools.
And many tired plumbers' boys crawl shop-wa- rd

after tools.

As the man said yesterday when the
wind tore his overcoat from his back: "It's
all off!"

What Is so rare as a day In June?
Is a question every one

Will ask who sees a day like this
So greatly overdone.

-

Those whose Xew Year's resolution pro-

scribed skates are now weeping and
gnashing of teeth.

The crunch of feet on the frozen walk
Is a charming sound, to hear

If away from the storm you are housed and
warm.

With a "ball" and a Are near.

After several years' work, the Ordnanco
Department has designed a new rifle, to
take the place of the n. In
the opinion of the ordnance officers, the
new rifle Is a wonderful Improvement .n
small arms, and Secretary Root has ap-

proved General Crozier's recommendation
that 5000 rifles of the new pattern be made
as goon as possible and distributed to the
Army. The new rifle will have a velocity
of 2200 feet a second, and will carry an
Increased powder charge. The only change
In the cartridge will be the cutting away
of the rim at the base and substituting a
groove in the cartridge case. The clumsy
looking magazine on the side of the pres-
ent Krag will be encased In the stock of
the new gun. The cartridges will be car-
ried in clips of five each, and a slight
downward pressure of the thumb will
force all five cartridges Into the maga-
zine at once. Another feature of the new
rifle will be the absence of the sword-bayon- et.

The new rifle will have a stiff-
ened rod bayonet.

Party Danger In Isthmian Cnnal.
New York Press.

- So confidentlydoes the Democratic op-
position expect to make capital out of tho
division of their adversaries that they
have abandoned all. consideration of the
canal as a piece of public engineering,
and attack It simply as a ground for party
advantage through maneuvers to be begun
In Consress at once, and carried to tho
polls in the Autumn. As shown In the
Washington dispatches of the Herald,
fairly corroborated In an Interview with
Senator Jones, they are anxious that the
Republicans should adopt the Panama
plan, In order that they may go to the
people for the Nicaragua plan. This is
not because they want a Nicaragua Canal,
but because they want a Nicaragua Canal
Issue, with its 50 years of American pre-
dilection and 20 years of anti-forel-

prejudice in its favor.

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAIIIERS

Not in Her Line. "But. oh. can't you learn
to love me?" "No; I never could study."
Harper's Bazar.

De Cash Now. there Is a picture I paid $2000
for in Paris. Homer You don't say? The
frame muat be solid gold. Chicago Dally
News.

"When He Was In Town. "Uncle Si doesn't
believe in signs." "No; but he wishes he'd
had more faith In that sign which said, 'Be-
ware of Pickpockets.' "Philadelphia Evening
Bulletin.

Cholly Tour father bowed to mo very pleas-
antly on the street today. Edith Indeed?
Mamma said ne'd make some awful blunder It
he went without his glasses. Tit-Bit- s.

Made It Unique. SquIIdlg There's some-
thing very remarkable about this umbrella.
McSwllilgen It's the first one you ever bought,
I suppose. Pittsburs Chronicle.

Maude GasVeil thinks he Is a regular lady-klU-

Esther I shouldn't wonder. I had to
talk with 'him last evening, and I really
thought I should dl, he wtaried me so. Bos-
ton Transcript.

A Relapse. Biggs I understand Lushleigh
graduated from the liquor-cur- e establlahmsnt
not very long ago. Boggjv Ho did, and he
went back two weeks latex for a
course. Judge.

On a Dog. "They're thinking now of re-
versing the usual pracess and first trying plays
In New Tork before taking them out on the
road." "What's the, idea?" "Well. If the play
succeeds in New York, the. rest of the country
will know It's rotten." Life.

Tho Real Thing. "All the mechanical toys
you make seem to be very successful." "Yes,"
said the Inventor. 'Tveronly had one failure."
"What was the matter with It?" "Too real-
istic. I guess. It xxls a toy tramp, and It
wouldn't work.' Philadelphia Press.

Value of Economy. Mr. Blnks Our neighbor.
Minks, was shot at by a borglar and the bul-
let 'lodged in his pocketbook. Mrs, Binks
What of it? Mr. Brats Nothing; only I wa3
thinking his wife must be very economical. A
bullet would go right ttrough mine. New York
Weekly.


