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TODAY'S WEATHER—Increasing cloudiness,

with nurth 1o enst winds
YEETERDAY'S WEATHER-Mazimum tem-
permtcre. 46 minimum jemperature, 3; pro-

clipttation, nome.
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INCAPACITY WORSE THAY RA.
PACITY.

The position taken by the Bemate
Demoerats on the Philippine tariff bill
= more intelligible and ratinnal than
that of thelr compatriots of the House,
yet it {9 equally repugnant to sense and
right fesling Republican rapacity is
opposed by Democratic incapacity.

AN that stands between the Demo-
cratic pariy and a correct and popular
attitude toward the Phillpplnes 1l ile
stopid and perverse unwillingness to
accept the results of the war with
Bpaln. Gondpess knows the course of
the Republicans i open to severs and
damaging criticlsm. But, instead of
resting thelr cage upon juetice to the
Phillppines and jastice In our insular
policy for our own honor snd self-re-
spect, they refcse to stop short of com-
plete repunciation of the i=lands. They
concejve it their proper course to oppose
everyihing the Hepublican Administra-
tion s doing, just as some short-sighted
Liberals in Greaat Britain think
it Is good politics to espouse the side
of the Boers In the South African War,
Oge position i» as fatuous s the other.
We are just as lUkely to throw away
the results of the war with Spain aad
our heavy expenditures then mnd since
on our Phllippine account, our foothold
thus acqiired In Asla as Great Brltain
I 1o yield to the Boers and Inaugurate
the dismemberment of her empire,

The fact I» that free trade with the
Pliltppines, & glitterlog geacrality in
full harmony with Bryanite methods in
debate and phliosophy, = guite as im-
possibie in practice as free trade would
be with Europe. Import duties must
be levied at Manila, and levied upon all
allke, We can't afford to put the Ding-
ley tariff wall about the archipelago,
“which unspeakable cruelty ls precisely
what the Democratic demands slgnify.
The open door for Asia i true states-
macaship, and that Is vouchsifed by the
Taft schedules. To discard them for
the Dingley rates at Manila would put
us in a maost ridiculous light before
Europe with our demand for the open
door in Asla

As to Imports from the Philippines, It
I open to seriows doubt whether the
Democratic proposal of free trade and
extension of the coasting laws Is as {a-
vorable to the Flliplncs as is the Payne
bill, with the lHberalizing ameoondments
it has recelved from the Senate. The
Democratic contention, be it observed,
is for & complete installation of domes-
tio status in th¢ archipelago. Thia in-
volves, not only Dingley rates at Ma-
nlla, but abandonment of export dutles
there, denial to the islands of foreign
shipplng to the Unlted States, and the
Internal revenue rates applied at home.
It s certain that as a whole this pro-
gramme Involves considerable hardship.,
Export duties are habitual and ex- |
peotéd at Manila, and a ready |
source of island revenue. Thelr orig- |
inal injustice has besn eliminated by
their abrogation on shipments bound to
the United States. And while It ls mon-
sirous to impose, as the Payoe bill in
its original House form |mposed, full
Dingley rates on Phllippine products at
American ports, it by no means follows
that some moderate duty on sugar and
tobacco, a sort of differential to Amer-
fcan producers, should be pummarily
abandoned.

The Democrats In Congress enjoy im-
munity from responsibility for legisla-
tion, and they are disposed to make the
most of thelr freedom. Therefore it Is
that they cut up all sorts of legislative
didos with pending bills, including as
absurd and Impossible proposals as ever
promoted the gayety of nations. Real
legislatlon i & matter of careful in-
spection and Infinite detall; but the
Demooratic substitute for it s some
sweeping declaration or other calcu-
lated to eplit the ears of the ground-
lings. but without any sort of relevance
to the conditions that must be met and
the resulis in revenue and conservation
of eptablished business as well ax n ap-
proximate justice that must be
achieved,

There i not a proposal of the Demo-
crats In the present Congress, in eplte
af the objectionable policies of the Re-
publicans, that is workable in practice
or defenrible in motive, Thelr course Is
. sdmirably directed towsrd augmenting
the general discontent, but as a8 demon-
stration o fitness to govern it s most
deliberate and accurate preparation for
sulcide.

The bl Introduced by Sepator Mor-
gan, of Alabama, plucing the great Con-
federate soldier, General James Long-
street, on the retired fist of the
regular Army with the rank of Major
will probably be enacted. The ex-Con-
federate Generals Joseph Wheeler and
Fitshugh Lee are both now on the re-
tired st of the regular Army as Briga-
dier-Generals, and General Longstreet,

who has held severzl responsible Fed-

eral appointments, including that of
Mindeter to Turkey, since the Civil War,
is quite as worthy of restoration to the
Army ss either Wheeler or Lee. Gen-
eral Longstreet is now on the Mexican
War veteran pension roll, and by spe-
clal act of Congress his pension wae in-
creased to 350 a month. He la 51 years
of age. During the Mexican War Long-
sireet was in the famous storming col-
umn at Molino del Rey, which Jost
three-fourths of its number In killed and
wounded. Longstrest, who wrenched
open the door of the mill, was among
the severely wounded. He was the
ablest woldler of all Lee's leutenants,
and, lke Les, his persomal nfluence
was exercised for complete reconcilia-
tion between the sections the moment
WAr was over., Aw a greatl soldier Gen-
era]l Longstreet enjoys high fame with
the whole country. In his extreme old
age he l# surely as worthy of generous
treatment at the hands of Congress as
were Genernls Lee and Wheeler.

IRRIGATION WILL HELF THE EAST.

It is Rard (o ses how any fair-minded
man csn object to the lrrigation bill
as fnally presented to Coagresa, In-
stead of the immature, extravagant and
sometimes hysterical appeais the arid
land advocates have heretofore put oul,
here $8 & bill open to none of those ob-
Jections; conservative, reasonable and
just. It Is In lne with the recommen-
dations of sclentific and practical for-
esiry, and with the recommendations of
FPresldent Roosevelt. It puts the bur-
den of irrigation works upon thelr bene-
Relaries, and (U inaugurates a system
whoess expenses will automgatically keep
pace with its earnings. If the bill could
get recognition oo Its merita, It would
become the law

The measure, as presented in the
House by Newlands and In the Senats
by Hansbrough, was outlined In yester-
day’s dlspatches. It abandons former
propoeals for eppropriations direct from
the Treasury, and provides for using
the procesds of arid-land sales for Irri-
gation works Powers of administra-
tion, rigld contral and even forfelture
are conferred upon the Secretary of the
Interlor, and careful llmitatlons hedge
about the opportunity of grasping cor-
porations to scquire inordinately large
tract? of land, monopollse“water rights
or oppress small landholders. The Gov-
emnment’s undertaking as to Irrigation
expenditures must ceas as soon as the
major portion of the lands are pald for,
and thereafter the expense must be
barne by the landowners, the Govern-
ment  retlalning, however, ownership
and necessary control of the works
themselves.

Every safeguoard has been thrown
about the system. Perhaps the burden
iajid vpon the innd s too great, and
the Government's participation too
small. But the most that the bill's im-
placable enemies can charge agalnst it
with any show of reason is that it com-
mits the Government to an irrigation
policy In sympathy with arid land re.
clamation. The Government will lose
nothing by it, but it will have recog-
nized that the subjugation of the great
West is the legitimate object of ft=
sollcitude and care, Just as the Arst
transcontinenial rallroads were, just as
rivers and harbors and mall steamships
and lighthouses are now. It is-impos-
#ible that the Government should long
maintaln any other attitude, It owns
these arid lands, it is interested in the
country’s settlement and development,
The only way in which the Government
can escape Interest in and responsibil-
Ity for the future of the public domasin
is to turn It over to the states, or oth-
erwise get rid of It We complain of
absentes landlordism, but that iniquity
e little to condeman it compared with
the Indifference of Uncle Sam to the
salvation or ruin of 600,000,000 acres now
idle and unprodoctive, which might be
made to blossom as the rose,

The wmignal service of this bill is to
force iz eqemies out into the open. On
the floor of the House its opponients are
compelled to shameless avowal that they
fear this bill will develop the West and
overshadow the East. Blbley ls forced
to the declaration that the problem is
one for the coming generation, forget-
ting, apparently, that if the coming
generation 1s to do anything with it a
beginning must be made pnow. The
trouble with all these s=¢ifish FEastern
and Bouthern opponents of irrigation
is thatl they are standiog In their own
light. Thelr fumcy that prosperity for
the West means ruin for the East s an
exploded superstition, fit only for the
Dark Ages. The growth of New Eng-
land, New York and Pennsylyania has
been largely brought about b the de-
velopment of the West. Boston's trade
and manufactures, Philadelphia’s rails
and locomotives, the Erie Canal's bene-
fits to New York, are primarily doe to
Western crops and consumers. They
will all receive inestimable stimulus
with every productive acre added to far
Western areas. Irrigation is in the In-
terest of the Enst as well as the West.
Congress should be slow to act upon the
advice of those who plan to get rich
by keeping others poor.

ELASTIC BUT INSECURE,

The same newspapers that are always
bewalling the want of elastieity in our
currency system are now in gore straits
of criticlsm because of the rapid de-
cline in bank circulation. The decrease
i5, Indead, noteworthy. Not oniy has
the $8,000,000 1lmu.ﬁxed by lnw for the
deposit of lawlful money to withdraw
circulation been fully covered for De-
cember and January, but advance ap-
plications are on file for the whole of
February, and other applications to the
amount of 3239,000 for the month of
March. These applications alone wiil
reduce the live circulation secured by
bonds to about $319,000,000, What this
means moy
that the amonut of this clrculation stood
on Beptember 30 last at $3%8 545,087, It
fell to $328,198.614 for October, $326,213,-
186 for November, $325000.206 for De-
cember, and $52% 014,285 for tHe first few
days of January. At this rate the circu-
lation nt the close of September next,
at the height of the crop-moving season,
will have fallen to about 3$300,000,000,
and a lurge percentage of the lporease
under the gold-standard law will have
been wiped out.

It would seem, therefore, that jack of
einsticity s In & way mitigated by this
rush to retire currency. One is temptled
to wonder whether the Umitation of
$3.000,000 & month may not after all be
serviceable in preventing too rapid con-
traction. There 18 oo limit upon [n-
creases, &0 the peed of elasticity is not
=0 pressing, for one thing, as the solu-
tion of the silver burden. Justifiable
unensiness, however, attaches to the
cause of the decllne in- circulation,
which s oothineg more or less than the
high price of the gold & per cents, Al
present quotations there is more money
in selling them than in keeping them
as basis for circulation. The loss of
about 36,000,060 mince September has

be judged from the fact,
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\
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fallen almost sptirely upon the new 2
per cents, which are the most profit.
able basis of circulation. These bonds
constituted $317T 854,150 of 1the entire
amount pledged on Beptember 30, and
have since fallen to $311,585.700. The
Eold T per cents were very largely used
to Increase circulation immediately af-
ter the refunding provisions of the goid-
standard law, which authorized thelr
lsstie, went into effect. They have evi-
dently proved somewhat disappolnting
to the banks, and have been withdrawn
and thrown upon the market under the
stimulus of recent high prices.

The real daoger in these operations
grows out of the fact that the move-
menis of currency are not in result of
increassd or waning demands of busl-
ness. The phenomena, as indices of
currency neede, are false and mischiev-
nus. High prices of bonds will reduce
the circulation In time of business ac-
tivity and unusual negd of currency,
end low prices will expand circulation
when for actual pmeeds It I» redundant.
These anomelies sare jeseparable from
a bond-mecured clreulation,
thus made certaln of supersedure, as
soon as the temper of the country wi]l
permit its replacement by a sensihle

{ bank currency rather than Government

paper.

BUILDED BETTER THAN HE KNEW.

Thomas Jefferson did not include the
Loulsiana Purchase among the three
most Important services of his life he
sclected for Inscription on his tomb-
Etone. Jefflermon was mot the first man
who bullded bLetter than he knew, and
whim we remember that Jefferson died
In 1826 it is not remarkable that he did
aot fully appreciate the vast Importance
of the Loulsiana Purchase, Jefferson
dled In the Infancy of steamboat navi-
gation, for the steamships did not cross
the ocean until 1818, The first passen-
ger raliroad in the United States was
bullt in 182%; the telegraph was not in-
vonted untll 1835, It Is not remarkable
that Jeffersan, in the absence of the
application of the great
forces of steam to land and water trans-
portation, should not have foreseen the
rapld growth of our couwatry in popu-
latlom and the quick settlement of the
Louisiana Purchase. He could not fore-
#ce the flood tide of emligration from
FEurope that set in suddenly twenty
years mfter hils death, or the itmpulss
to settlement of the Louisiana Purchase
that would be glven by the extension
of rallroads, by the Civil War, by thea
completion of the tramscomtinental rall-
roads to the Pacific. The novellst
Cooper, when he published “The Pral-
rie,” in 1327, spoke of that portion of
the Loulsiana Purchase now represented
by the country drained by the Platte
River as If It was ltkely for years to
come to be peopled chiefly by herds of
buffalo and wild Indian tribes, with
heres and there a trapper or § Kentucky
outlaw tumed squatter,

This was the view that an accom-
plished American thinker, like Cooper,
entertalned regarding the industrial fu-
ture and Importance of the Loulsiana
Purchase north of Missourl in 1527, a
yvear after Jelferson's death, Jefferson
survived the Loulsiana Purchase twen-
ty-three years and in that time but
two states—Loulslana and Missouri—
were admitted west of the Misslssippl
In the mext twenty years two stajes—
Arkansas In 1826 and Jowa In 1846—
were admitted. The country had just
begun to feel the impulse of the change
ia the transportation of the world In
shape of foreign immigration and the
drift of hardy esttlers from the old
states of the East to the cheap and fer-
tile lands of the Middie West The
Mexican War firmly restored to us
Texas, which belonged to the original
Loulsiana Purchase wuntil we threw it
away (o secure a sandbank and coral
reef in shape of Florida from Spain.
in the twenty years following the ad-
mis=ion of Jowa we find Minnesota,
Kansas,.and Nebraska admitted to the
Union. Within forty years after Cooper
plctured the Platte River country of the
Louisiann Purchase as the probable
home for many years (o come of buffa-
loes and Indians and white outlaws we
find It organized inte large and flourish-
ing states, The admission of Colorado,
the Dakotas Montana, Idaho and Wyo-
ming have followed between 1576 and
1890, so0 that in elghty-seven years after
the ratification of the Loulsilanx Pur-
chase we find it all divided into states
of the Unlon. If Jeffermon could have
foreseen what has taken place In the
settiement of the Loulslana Purchase
In the gixty-ive years following hls
death, he would probably hn‘e‘!elt
proud to direct that this fateful pur-
chase be written vpon his tombstone,
but he did not foreses the enormous
changes that took place in the life of
both Eurcpe and America, and he could
not well foresee 1t. for they were
changes that were due largely to (he
Introduction of steam and to the revo-
Jution In industrial life which followed
its application to land and water trans-
portation.

Without the application and multi-
plied extension of steam to the work of
the world, the Loulsiana Purchase
would not be worth much today. Steam
has developed Its mines, brought Its
agricultural products into quick connec-
tion with the markets of the country.
This revolution in transportation, this
flood tide of Immigration, Jefferson
could not foresee. Probably his orig-
inal purpose was the securing of the port
of New Orleans and the mastery of the
navigution of the Mississippl. He maw
the possibilities of the Pacific region
drained by the Columbia, but it is prob-
able that he did not expeot the trans-
Mississipp! region would become an in-
land emplre within fifty years after his
death, Nevertheless, assuming that
Jefferson did oot fully comprehend the
vast importance of his Loulslana Pur-
chase, he of course knew that the pos-
session of New Orleans and the comirol
of the navigation of the Mississippl
were abmolutely essential to the protec-
tion of the Unlon and to its farther eéx.
tension westward. He knew that if the
United Btates had not bought it Eng-
land would have wresi®@ it from
France, and such & prize England would
pever have relinquished without a war
that would have rulned our young, poor
and struggling country.

From- this polnt of view it is hard to
understand how Jefferson falled to see
that on his opportuné purchass or non-
purchase of Loulsiana terrilory proba-
bly hung the fate of his country. From
this point of view the Loulsiana Pur-
chase was the greatest act of Jefler-
son’s life. Other men could and wounld
have easlly given the great Declaration
impressive rhetorical form asnd dress;
but it was Jefferson's good fortune to
be President mt a fateful hour for his
country's future perpetulty. If Jeffer-
son had repudlated the Louislans Pur-
chase, and If by his Infldence we had
thrown away this great opportunity, It
is possible that today New Orleans

would be & Britlsh port aod Loulsiana

which 1s |

and Texas part of the British Empire.
Jeflerson bullded better than he knew,
but he certainly knew encugh of the
vast importance of the Loulsiana Pur-
chase #0 that he had no sound excuse
for not rating it as his greatest and
most beneflcent act of far-reaching
statesmanship. The fate of the colonles
did wot turn on the authorship of the
great Declaration, but the fate of this
Unlon it le quite possible did rest on the
Loulsiana Purchase.

The Commissioners of the District of
Columbia are making a renewed effort
to change the date of the Inauguration
of the President of the Uaglted States
from March 4 to April 36, the anniver-
sary of the first inauguration of Wash-
ington, which occurred at New York
City. It is the purpose of the/Commis-
sloners to ask the Governors of all the
states to serve on a committee to yrge
an amendment to the Constitution pro-
viding for the change. The reason for
the change Is that March Is the worst
month of the year at Washington, and
the ides of March are the worst part of
It. On March 4, 1573, when Grant was
innugurated for the second time, the
weathér was so fearfully ecold that
many persons died as a result of the
exposure of that terrible day. Snow
and hail fell the night before Garfleld's
leauguration. Cold rain fell In torrenis
when Benjamin Harrison was Inaugu-
rated, and the second inauguration of
Clefeland was conducted durlog a bliz-
gard. A cold rain fell on McKinley's
second Insuguration day. President
Willlam Henry Harrison's death was
due to the severe expoeure he suffered
on inauguration day. The weather was
very cold and ‘President Harrison
headed the processlon on horseback.
He was 68 years of age, and he con-
tracted pleurisy which caused his death.

The function of The Oregonian s
that of & newspaper. It Is not the ad-
vocats of a party, merely; still less the
edvocate of poy faction. It concelves It
to be lte duty to let the public know
and understand what Is golng on in poll-
tics, as in other matters, and to what
end the movements making In poiltics
may tend. It s evident, for example,
that Senator Bimon desires to be re-
elected, and that he and his supporters
are moving all forces, so far as they
can command them, to that end. The
gelection of judges and clerks for the
primary and general elections, an-
nounced yesterday, has bean made with
that, view. The Oregomian’s prescnta-
tion’ of the subject has been offered
with the sole object of giving Informa-
tion about It. Having this information,
the people can do what they Dplease,
But The Oregonian will say, for lteself,
that it has no sympathy with any of
these small devices or expeédienta of
politics, empioyed in studied ways to
circumvent the public will. Nor does it
belleve they will succesd.

General Willlam J, Palmer, who re-
cently retired from the presidency of
the Rlo Grande Wesaterm Rallroad, ls=
one of the world's constantly Increas-
ing army of practical phllanthropists.
His Iatest henefaction is a bequest of
100 acres of lend and $250,000 to found
a sanitarium at Lolorado Springs. Two
bulldings for this purpose, already
planned, will cost 3200000 and 350,000,
respectively. The first will accommo-
date 10 patients who are able to pay
a falr price for treatment. Those who
can pay little or nothlng, will be accom-
modated to the number of 50 In the sec-
ond. Revenue from the larger wiil
mainly support the smalier bullding.
It s thus that men ruled by humans
Instinets, who posseas in a large degres
the accumulative power, render divi-
dends w thelr fellow-creatures whose
ablilitiea in this line are not equal to the
demands that follow sickness or other
misfortune.

Notwithstanding the fact that prece-
dent in the matter would be better ob-
served In the breach than in the fol-
lowing, the Senata committee on pen-
sions has ordered a favorable report on
Senator Hanoa's bill to grant a pension
of $5000 a year to Mrs. McKinley.
Nelther loyalty to the memory of the
dead President nor any demand of pa-
triotism requires the countiry to endow
with its pension's bounty the relatives
of Willlam McKinley or those of his
wife. This is what the proposed pen-
sion will ‘amount to, -since the invalid
widow has already a larger income than
she can possibly use. The basis of such
an allowance Is wrong, #ince it Ignores
utterly the pemsion principle and is at
variance with the democratic ldea that
forblds favoritism in the bestowal of
Government funds or favors,

The Senate will never submit an
amendment to the Constitution provid-
ing for electlon of Unlted Btates Sen-
ators by direct vote of the people. The
only hope of success lles jn a declara-
tion of the necessary two-thirds of the
states to force Congress to provide for
holding a National convention to frame
an amendment to the Constitution for
submission to the states. Bix statea
have already by Jolnt resolutions de-
clared in favor of such a conventlon.
Under the Constitution such a conven-
tion must be called If two-thirds of the
sintes demand It. Oregon should send
in such 2 memorial at every Legislative
seseglon.

Secoretary Root asks for legislation to
eonsolidate all the great supply bureaus
of the Army under one head. He holds
that the present commissariat, the
Quartermaster's service and the pay
corps, shauld be reorganized into one
great branch of the military establish-
ment, having a Major-General at ite
head and & Brigadler-General over each
division. He would do this to prevent
waste In the purchase and distribution
of Army supplles and equipment under
divided authority, It Is a reasonable
and promising request.

Brigadler-Geperal James H. Wilson,
U. 8 A, 414 not accompany Sherman
in his “march to the sea.,” He reported
to General Sherman in October, 1864,
and waa assigned by him to the com-
mand of the cavalry which operated
under General Schofleld against Gen-
eral Hood In November, 1884 General
Wilson was with General Schofleld at
the famous batties of Fraanklin and
Nashville, and in the Winter of 186485
organized a body of 15000 cavalry, at
the head of which he captured Selma
in April of that year.

p—— — —

Thomeas Cariyle was a negrophobist
of the most acrid quailty. When Gov-
emmor Eyre, of Jamaica, In his fright
over & negro riot, hanged negroes right
and left by drumhead court-martial,
Carlyle applauded his conduct and tolé
his friends that “if the angel of death
had throwa all the negroes of Jamaica
into the sea, it would have been a great
benefit to mankind." . .

PANAMA JOBBERY EXPOSED.

Washington.—{ to the New York
Press.)—The Panama Canal tobby, which
has been 1o~ defeal the
of ‘any isthmian canal on the part of the
United States, probably has succeeded In
its purpose so far as this sesslon of Con.
gress Is concerned.

It can be announced that the Isthmian
Canal Commission will report In faver of
the purchase of the Paoama Canal As
the Hot of Repre tatives already s
committed to the Nlcaragua Capal, bav.
ing paseed a DIl for that purpose, It
means that the new mecommendation of
the Canal Commission will result in a
deadlock between the House and the Ben.
ate, and no canal bill of any %nl‘t will be-
come a law,

This new pecom ation of the Isth-
mian Canal Comm on will be Iin-
corporated In a report that will result
from a meeting to be held tomorrow to
consider the latest proposition of the
French company for the saje of its prop.
erty and rights to t{he United States,

It is sald by those who know what the
commission {s dolng and In extenuation
of the hopeless condition bound to result
from the recommendations that the rea-
son the Panama route was not recom-
mended In the first place was because of
the refusal of the Panama Company (o
sat any price on Ita property. Later It
held out for $109,000,000 Then It offered to
sell at $0.00,00. The $0.000.000 offer, It
is saild, agrees with the estimates of the
Isthmian Canal Commission on the value
of the Panama Canal property and, there-
fore, strictly speaking, is In harmony with
the commission’'s original viewsa.

There have been heavy lobby Influences
at work for the Panama Canal and agsinst
any canal. The Darien route is Benator
Hanna's pet theme since the house passed
the Nicgragua bill. The strongest infie.
ence has been exerted on New England
Senators In favor of Panama. Rear-Ad.
miral Walker, the president of «the ciom.
misslon, has just returned from Boston
after a conference with the direciors of
the Panama Rallroud Company. This
road, although orlginated by Americans,
is in the contro]l of a majority of French
stockholders, It Is sald his trip was lo
find out how the American minority stock-
holders would behave shouid Congress de-
cide finally upon the Panama route, mak-
ing it necessary for the Government 10
buy up the rallroad plant.

According to tha advices, the New Eng.
land stockholders in the Panama Canal
are not aoply willlng but anxious to have
the Government take thelr holdings. This
algo 4s true of the French stockholders,
who have worked for years to unload
tkeir holdings on this Government, and
who have been alded by the powerful
lobby whish wants no canal at all. Thelr
only object in aldisg the Panama Com-
pany has been to complicate the situation
and delay the plans for a canal as long as
posxible, and In this they evidenily have
succesded boyond all expectations

Nevertheless Senator Morgan and the
friends of the Nicarngua Canal will not
relinguish thelr efforts to pass the Bl as
it came over from the House, but It is
conceded a hopeless task.

“It Is n Seandal.”
Chicage Inter Ocean (Editorial.

The present maneuver of the anti-cana)
people turns on the Panama Rallway.
Nominally, this rsliway is owned by the
Paunuma Canal Company, but to all in-
tends- and purposes it (s controlled by a
combination of the transcontinental rall-
ways In this country. Two woeks ago
Senator Morgan presented to the Senate
two econtracts between the transcontl-
nentnl rallways of the Unlied Btates, In.
cluding every competing line between the
Atlantle and Poeific, and the Pacifle
Steamship Company.

In this contract it was agreed that the
transcontinental raliways should control
the traffic across the isthmus, or the
“through' traffic between our Atlantic
ports and our Pacific ports; also that the
rallway manngers should fix the rate of
transportation and the amount of traffic,
and that the exciusive arrangement be-
tween the steamaship company and the
Panama Rallway Company stould not eol-
fllct with this agreement in any partie.
ular.

In other words, Senator Morgan showed
that there wns a contrmet between the
transcontinental companies to control all
isthmian traffic and that the Panama
Rallway Company was d- party to this
sgreement. A report made in the House
shows that the contract between the Pan-
ama Raliway Company (owned by the
Panama Cannl Company) and the Pacifie
Mal! Steamship Company gave to the at-
ter the exelusive right of fssuing blils of
lading for goods passing in traneit be-
tween New*York and Ban Francisco, either
way, and the contranct between the trans-
continental rallways and the steamship
company gave to the former the right
to fix rates of tranaportation and to Hmit
the shipments by each steamer.

Now, with thesa facts In mind, how
instructive Is it to learn that the stock.
holders of the Panama Rallway In this
country will not sell their stock, and that,
under French law, no transfer of the rail-
way can be made by the Panama Canal
Company unless all the atockholders con-
senit! Truly, here is the negro in the
woodplle, and he is a Iarge one.

Senator Morgan charncterized the rall-
way combination to fix the mate of frelght
and passengers across the Isthmus, as
well on the steamship lnes, as the
most’ wicked monopoly that was ever at-
tempted upon the people of the United
Btate. He declared further:

“It has aiready cost the people of the
Pacific Coast millions upon millions _of
dollars by throwing all the trafflc across
the continent, whether at Panama or else-
where, Into the hands of the rallways,
giving them a perfect monopoly over the
trade that comes from the Pacllle Ocean
acroas this continent or from the Atlantic
Ocean across this continent by rail™

And what s this same combination do-
ing now? EBlmply seeking to bring about
a situation !n which the American people
wiil be obliged to pin thelr hopes to the
Panama Canal, and thus be piaced com.
pletely at the mercy of the Panama Rall-
winy Company, which means the transcon-
tinental rallways themselves,

It is a scandal.

Doen't Offend the Flllpinos.
Chicago Tribune.

The Republican members of the Benate
Philippines committée have wisely de-
clded upon an amendment to the Phillp-
plnes tarif® blll which will make a clean
reduction to 75 per cent of the Dingley
rates on all goods coming from the is-
lands, Perhaps it might be difficult to ex-
plain just why the percentage was fixed
At 75, but the principle of the reduction is
unquestionably sound,

To clalm the Phillppines as property of
the United Btates and treat them as we
treay foreign countries in the matter of
the tariff s to advertise the forcible char-
acter of the ownership and to offend the
National senee of what ls right and fit-
ting. Surely the American people as a
whnole must feel inclined to discriminate
tn faver of an American acquisition and
so emphasiga their special good will to-
ward rl who Hve beneath the common
flag of the country.

Moreover, such a diserimination, which
should be agreeable here, la the best of
policies. It will convinee the Filipinos
that there Is really soma wvalue in the
American connection, gome sincerity in
our pretensions and promises. Cuoncilla-
tion of this sort may be far more effective
than bullets in bringing about the com-
plete suppression of the Insurrection.

It should be sald to the credit of the
Senators that they have shown far more
Intelligence and independence of thought
than their pollilcal associates of the
House. The latter acted as If the Su-
preme Court decision were o mAndate to
follow the executive polley that had been
(naugurated, when It was nothing of the
sorti It left the adoption of a pollcy to
Congress and made that body [primarily
respanséble for the government of the
‘slands. Congress, therefore, should take
up the whole subject anew and put a it
tle independent vigor into its conaiders-
tlon - Otherwise we might as well have
legislation by a Sock of gheep.

-

CAN ANYBODY ANSWER THIS?

Philadelphia Bulletin,

Representative Babcock has wisely
dropped the tentative project of tanf
revision which he brought forward dur.
ing the lifetime of the last Congress and
he now comes forward with a melsure
which deals only with the iron and steel
schedules of the Dingley law. The Wis-
congin Cu

an asserts that he has

no desire to nssall the principle of legiti-
mate protection. and he declares that the
reductions In duty proposed in this bill
will not injure the interests of American
tabor, while they are calculated to henefit
the public by lessening the opportunities
of “combinations to extort unreasoniable
prices from domestic consumers.”

This contention Is certain to be strenu-
ously opposed, but it would seem that the
méasure s emtitled to a felr hearing
‘There is Hitle likellhood that it can be
enacted at the present sesslon, yet the pol
lcy which underiies it should be worth the
consideration of thoughtful men,

The recently published figures, showing
the net profits of the United States Steel
Company, reveal the fact that the profita
of thia combination in 1901, ‘after all ex.
penses have been deducted, will amount
In round numbers to not less than §10,-
000000, It !s undisputed that the com-
pany has been o heavy exportar of 1ts
products, and the statement that in many
cases It sells these abroad, after paying
frelght charges, at Jower rites than those
which are charged to American custom-
era, has never been disproved,

If It Is practicable for us to Invade for-
eign markets and to sell fron and ateel
manufactures In Europe Iargely and profit-
ably, the question at once suggests itaelf
whether the present high tariff rates on
these artlicies are required for protection.
In his last addresa, delivered at Buffalo,
President McKinley Intimated, not ob-
scurely, that the time might be at hand
when a reduction in some sections of our
tariff should be consldered. That Ameri.
cag wage-earners should receive adequate
protection and that opportunities should
be given for falr profits on the part of
manufacturers Is an axiom which is not
open to dispute. But the interests of the
great army of domestic consumers Are
also entitled to ecareful attention.

The subject 1s Important enough to de.
mand thorough discussion by the friends
of reasonable and honest protection.

Protection Badly Winded.

New York Evening Post,

The cause of protectlon must be In the
lust dAitch If 1t i to stand like a brute
force atbwart the path of reason, inter.
pational wnde, our own highest seif-in-
terest - and humanity itseif. Was there
ever such o confesslon as that wnalich
Chalrman Payne made to the Massaohu-
aetts delegation which appeared belore
him to argue for free hides? He agrecd
with them that “the duty does not pro-
tect anybody mor anything, and tha: not
only Is It perfectiy useiecss, but it 18
a burdensome tax, Injurious to [orelgn
trade”; et he would “not take any
action to have It removed, for the simple
reason that It would be a dangerous prece-
dent.”” This is surely protection In Iits
dotage. If Mr. Payne's ldea Is correct,
protection has become a toothleas old
glant, powerless to do anything excepl
ohstruct the highwsay, Any law of which
it can truthfully be sald that it is use-
less, durdensome and Injurfous ought to
be repealed by comman consent. Al
but we see In Mr. Payne's words the kind
of consent which led to the enactment of
the law, It was the striking of hands by
selfish interests; it was a mutual ngree-
ment to dlvide the spoll. That Is why it
s & “dangerous precedent'” to take awiy
any one’s part of the plunder. The danger
would be that the whole of the booty
would have to be given up. This s pro-
tection doing its perfect work; this is Its
nature fully revealed. Even when an aD-
peal as moving as that of Cuba comes,
the bargains which lay behind the existing
tarilf must not be touched, lest the whole
come tumbling to the ground, But In this
very effrontery of tariff beneficinries, In
the very steps they are taking to make
protection absurd and hateful, we see the
promise of a epeedy reaction, which will
compel the monopolists to loosen thelr
grasp, lead to the rellef for which Cubna
s crying aloud, and Inflict one more dead-
ly wound upon a fiseal system which la
embodied selfishness, the height of unrea-
gon, and never more clearly than now &
National folly.

Just an Well Sa.

Chicago Inter Ocean,

In his lfe McKinley was constantly ae-
sailied as “the friend of the rich.” The
Natlonal polities he advocated and the
legislative measures he formulated wers
virulently denounced ax beneficial to “the
classes” only, and as oppressive to “the
massce.” Sometimes the people seemed
to belleve these accusations, but as the
years went on they saw and knew the
truth,

Therefore it Iz well that not from the
cofters of wealth and power, but from
the hard-earned savings of the common
people—not with the dollars given bY
pride and ostentation, but with the pen-
nles of children who, though they cannot
reason, instinctively feel that they have
lost & friend, and with the sweat-stained
dimes of toil given In heartfeit grief and
Jove—should Wiliam McKinley's visibie
monument be hullt

If his s#rene and benevolent spirit now
heed asught of things mundane, it must
rejoice in this proof of the ablding affec-
tion he Inspired in the hearts of those
whom Abrmaham Lincoln sald God must
love, bécavse he had made xo0 many of
them, Therefore it ls well that the rich
and powerful stand aloof and leave will-
jam McKinley's monument to be bulit
by the common people. For the Nation
and for all mankind It is bhetter so.

Jim Ham Lewls at Chicago.

New York Sun,

who szhould turn up as chief speaker
at the Jackson Day banquet of the Cook
County Democracy but Colonel Jim Ham
Lewis, of Washington Stats and the
world? He viewed “our threatening des-
tiny™ with alarm;” but not with desapair.
“Let mo man assume that I view my
country’s future in despalr,” he cried.
Our threatening destiny was only a pole
wherewith to stir up the Engliah lan-
guage. We can see the eleetric lghts
turning pink as the orator yells:

[ sound the warning to wake her vigils that
when aroused they may beat back the cunning
despaoliers.

Once more Into the breach:

Surely we will not forget that for similar
treatment by Ceorge III to us &3 we are in-
ticting on the Philippines.

The English language looks flushed and
fears & thrextening destiny. Wreathed (n
pink fire, Colonel Jim Ham Lewis Is wak-
Ing its viglla,

At the Charch Gate.

Wililazn Makspeace Thackeray.
Although [ enter not,

Yot round about the spot
Ofttimes 1 hover;

And near the sacred gats

With longing eyes 1 walt,
Expectant of her.

Tne minster bell tolls out
Abovn the city's rout,

And noise and humming:
They've hushed the minster ball;
The organ 'gine to swell;

She's coming., coming!

My lady comes at last,

Timid and stepping fast,

And hastening hither,

With modest ayes downcast:

Bhe comas—ahe'n here, she's past!
May heavem go with her!

Kneel undisurbed. fair saint!
Pour out your praise or plaint
Meekiy and duly;

I will not enter thers,

To sully your pure prayes
With thqughts unruly.

Puot suffer me Lo pace

Round the forbidden place,
Lingering & minute,

Like outeast wpirits, whe walt,
And see, through heaven's gats,
Angels withia it

NOTE AND COMMENT.

The weather, but there, it's all right

The Danish West Indles seem to be
ready for the last good buy.

Governor Taft's precept as to a Philip.
pine army seems to be “not how big," but
“how good."

It will be indeed a solld surplus If 1t
| doesn’t melt like snow i the glance of the
Congressmen.

If our Navy had only had a Kiplng
to put it right, perhaps the row might
never have occurred.

Chicago burglars recently stole 14 bush-
els of ocats. They appear to
horse laugh on each other

have the

Madame Nordier was Injured recently In
a rallroad accident. Some |
have po mercy on a woman.

]
ress agenls

Wu Ting Fang is going to New England,
probably to give the reaidemts of that be-
nighted wilderness pointers on culture.

It is understood that Mr. Morgan signed
| his name to that $S4.000,000 check with os
| llttle effort as If It had been for 30 cents,

The Chicago Fost says the ship sube
sidy bill is on the waoys for launching.
But perhaps Congress will refuse to greasa
the ways.

While the good work of seattering en-
dowments broadeast s golng why
doesn’'t some one éndow a chalr of ethlcy
'im Annapolls?
i

on,

TMing f

boenuase i

‘ The match trunt is bec
but it needn’t think that
| uet will not strike, the samoe rule &
to its employes,

Prince Henry muset be careful not to be-
eome too popular when he comes to
America. Admiral Dewey can give him
a few tips on that point. ,

A Cinclnnat] bookkeeper Is a quarter of
a milllon dellars short In his accounts

The myatery about it nll s that u man
with that kind of a genlus hasn't been put
in charge of a trust before this

There was Ao meeting of Froe Methodists
in Verona, Ont.. the other day, and ona
of the brethren, helieving he had becomo

sufficlently holy to emulate the angels,
declared he could fly. Proceeding to
demonstrate his power, he launched inta
space. His head came In contact with o
largo ecal-oll lamp. The Inmp fell to ths

floor and the oll ignited, At
five men and three women were
and fivc out of the clght were serl
burned.

one tima

John I. Davenport, for years New York's
esar on election day, a man who boasted
that he made and spent 00 a year,
the most talked about man in New York a
few years ago, Is today broken in health
and almost destitute, though not yet 6
From a modest little tiat he goes daliy
to Lower Broadway, where he visits the
office of an old-time friend and eits for
hours In the ante-room whiting for the
fve minutea’ audience that he knows will
result In a Uttle ald. During the war Dav-
enport was military secretary of General
Benjamin F, Butler. Hils notorfety came
in 154, with his appointment as chief
supervisor of elections in New York City.

Half a dozen Representatives stood In
Statuary Hall In Washington and heard
the Capltol guide speak of the echues aw
one of the "sights."”” This made cverybody
laugh except Representative John Wesley
Gaines, who {s secious minded. Then Rep-
resentative Ryan, of Buffalo, told a story.
A party of Americans and Englishmen
weare [a Ireland touring. They came to a
eross roads where there was a sign read-
ing: "Bleven miles to Ballyshannon, If
you can't read, ask the blacksmith op-
posite.” The Americans had a good laugh,
but none of the Engllahmen could sre
anything curfous about the sign. Next
morning one of the Englishmen esald:
“Now, I understand what you were lsugh-
ing about. It was this: Suppose e
biacksmith wasn't at homeT"

Nobody Reads It, Anyhow,
New York Evening Pust,
Benator Hanna has been quoted more
than once as favoring the Darien route

for an Isthmian canal, In preference (2
either the Nlcaragua or the PFPanama
route. The grounda for his prefercoce

are not discovernble In any printed mit-
ter within our reach. The report of ihe
Canal Commission dlscusses the Isthmus
of Darlen at considerable length., There
are four possible routes within that ter-
ritory—the San Blas, the Cajedonla, the
Sgssardl, and the Aglaseniqua. All of
these require tunnels. The San Elwa
tunne! woukd be 115 feet high from the
water surface, It would be upwards of
four miies long. I1s cost would be Fi-
00,000, and the total cost of the canal
$050 000, 600, which is J100.0000K greatsr
than the Nicaragua, and 56,000,000 great-
er than the Pannama. The estimate of
cost for the Caledonia jocation ks 0000~
00, of the Sassardi 265,340,000, and of the
Aglasenique $253.440,000, The only advan-
tage of the Darlen routes ls that they
would be at sen level. The report sayu,
however, that the material througn
which the tunnels would pasa |s un-
known. and that It might be of a kind
which would render a tunnel mpracti-
cable. 1f Senator Hanna, under thesa
circumstances, favors the Darlen route,
the pubile will naturally Infer that he has
not read the report of the commission of
that he is oppossd to any .canal

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

Monotonous.—*'Is your. wife musical,
per “Na. She harps oo much oD
string."'—Philadelphia Eventng Hulletin

On His Own—'""While I was sngaged to ber,
sthe made me give up drinking,

Flip-
0938

golf. Last of all, T gave op something on my
own account.” “"What was that?* “The girl.*™
—Jadge.

A Maan Advantage —Maud—How funny that
Englisbman's clothes look! Jack—-Well, yos,
but you know at one time Englishmen wore
only dresses. Maud—When was that? Jack—
When they were Infants —Harlem Life.

He Guoessed Wrong. —Visitor—Am 1 right In
presuming that |t was your passion for strong
drink that brought you here? Prisoger—Say,
bons, 1 guess yer don't know dis joint. IU's de
jsst place on eart’ I'd come ler If I wus
lookin® fer booze —Judge.

Jtm'a Poeltion.—"“They tell me that Jim Mug-
gios in one of the directors In & blg clty cor-
poration now,'” sald the Grocer. “Tes, I wewn
him las’ time I waa down o town,™ sajd Mr.
Maddergrase. “He directs the envelopes 'r
the firon'—HBaltimore American.

In the Seme Boat—"Dunctor.” maild the invet-
erate smoker, “don’t, for goodness sake, tell
me that the use of tobacco shortens a man's
days, because—" “Hut It does” InterTupiem.
the doctor. "1 tried (o stop smoking onow,
and the days seemad Interminable.’ —Philadet-
phia Presa

In the Swim.— " Thers"" sald Mrs. Cumrox,
“I guess we have at last ecilpsed the Van
Flams ag entertainern. We are going to have
it put tn the papers that our recent enlertain-
ment coet HO000."" “"But the Van Flams clialm
that thelrs cost §00,000." “Yes. But an am-
davit will go with our fligures.' —Washington
Star.

Not Quite Mad. —Lawyer—Wers you acqualint-
ed with the dJdeceasedT Witness—Only in a
businses way. [ was clesk in u large store at
which the lady d4id muoeh of her shopping.
Lawyer—Did you, In that capacity. notice in
her any signs of Insanity? Witness—Well, no:
Bot insanity exsctly—merely ectentricity. I
was In the thread department, and [ have fre-
quently seem her buy & spool of thread and
carry It bome barsell.—New York Weskly,

smoking and”




