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sure they can pass upon it is {o sty
away from the theaters thst play it
“Unecle Tom's Cabin,” as literaiure, is
not contemptible, but it @ not great
lterature. As a novel it Is only ordl-
nary and commonplace; but as a po-
litical pamphlet, surcharged with moral
feellog, 1t had a terrible dynamlic power.
It came ui a time when just such a
thmg was oeeded to awaken the free
states (0 a sense of the wrongs exist.
Ing in slavery, and to intensify their
purpoee to have no further extension of
slave territory. It was, moreoher, one
of the great forces Lthat caused the gen-
erous young manhood of the country
to sprieg to arme at the beginaing of
the Civll War, for the purpose of check-
|Inz or destroying ®o great & Wrong;

of any individual. Letters reinting to sdver- | #8nd when the crisis of battle came the
tising, subscriptions or to any business matter | Inspiration caught from this book made

stiould be addressed simply ““The Oregonlan.™

The Oregonian does not buy poems or sories
from individuale, and canno: undertike o Te-
turn any manuscripts seat to it without solici-
teilon. No stamps should be inclomed for Lhis
purpose.
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TODAY'E WEATHER—Cloudy and unsettied,
with cccasional rain; winds becoming scuth-
ori}

YESTERDAY'E WEATHER—Maximum
pemture, 44: minimom temperature, 37T;
cipitation, none

Lem-
pre-
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OUR LEGISLATIVE SCRAMBLE.

Aa to the choice of canal routes, the
country suspends judgment. It doesn’t
kgow, It is bewlldered by the Walker
commission's change ¢f front, It hesl-
tates at the concessionn! dangers In
Panama, and at the engineering un-
certainties in Nicarsgua. It is certaln
of nothing, oot even the commission’s
disinterestednese, There I8 only one
thing which, if the people could find out,
would kelp them materlally to make up
thelr minds, and that is the real atti-
tude of the transcontinenial rallronds.
If they are for Nicaragua, then Pan-
ama is better. If théy are for Panama,
then we should insist on Nicaragua.
The rallroads will do anything to defeat
the canal. They have wo far been easily
apprehended as working for @elay. They
were for Panama as long as that

| anism,

| to

seemed an Impossible propoeal, usetui |

merely to hinder Nicaragua, butt now
that the commission Is for Panama and
this route seems llkely to be adopted,
they may change snd order thelr Sen-
ators Lo work for Nicaragua,

This Is what It comes to, and it s a
thing most humillating,. On the one
hand are the helrs and aessigne of the
Maritime Canal Company, on the other
hand are the Panama Raillroad and the
Frenchmen. Somewhere are the trans-
continental rallronds working in the
dark, ready to strike with secret hand

where the people’s canse can most con- |

veniently be stabbed. It is a sickening

reflection thal at such a time, when the |
| changeabllity wil] retire the silver dol-

destiny of millions and perhaps of a
continent Is hanging in the balance, the
battie Is In the hands of rival lobbles
and secret powerful influences, while
the merits of the coatroversy serve not

for guide or counsel, but merely for in- |

siruments of selfish ends in hands as
uncontrollable as they are unscrupu-
loue

Nor i# the canal dilefoma an excep-
tion. Cuba is at the door: and the real
Cuban siruggle is not between pleading
Cubsais and patriotic Americans, but
between Havemeyer and Oxnard, mo-
nopolistle truste ard milllonalres, A
Pacific cable is to be iald, and the jssue
between private and Government own-
ership is not between strict construc-
tion patriots on the one hand and Navy
Department patriota on the other, but
between those who wagt to make money
laying a privete cable and those who
want to make money laying a Govern-
ment cable. The Phillppines are at the
door.
twaon friends of the Fillplnos and
Americans loyal to thls country's ideals,
but between thoss who want to exploft
the islands for gain and those who want
to oppress them for gailn. Shall we
limit Phillppine trade to American ves.

The question at issue 18 not be- |

‘dr—wnfﬂl of slavery was caused by the
|
|

.lthe young fellowe rush on death as if
| #viBg to a banquet. More than any
i other one thing, this book awakened
the forces that overthrew slavery in the
| United States—though the immediate

arrogance and morsl blindness of those
who upheid 1t. "Uncle Tom's Cablin™
as a book, or a piay, will be known in
coming ages only 1o the few who explore
the sources of history. But such pro-
tegts as that made In Kentucky can
anly emphasize the fact that siavery
was the greatest of wrongse The book
and the play will have vogues only so
lmg as there may be persons (o protest
against them

| ENCOURAGING PROGRESS BACK-

WARD.

The Democratic report in opposition
to the Hill silver reform bill, agreed
upon in the House, will make poor read-
Ing for those who have been looking
for = returnt of sense to Democratle
counsels. It will dash ail hopes of “a
magnificent opposition,” for a more fee-
bie and ridiculous jumble of financial
absurdities snd Inconsistencles could
not <asily be framed. The Democracy
continues to devole liself with most en-
thusjastic assidulty to folly and sulcide,

There §s a good deal In this report
that utjerly discredits Bryan and Bry-
There Is a protest agalnst the
Government's continuance in the bank-
ing business, a negative doctrine which
has #tood behind the sound-money op-
position to Government currencles, pres-
ént and prospective. There are fears of
the “endless chaln,” and of another
“endless chain"—a difficulty which the
Bryan cohorts have slways hooted at as
imaginary. There {8 a contention that
behind $500,0600.000 In silver obligations
ehould stand, under redemplion, u gold
regerve of at least §300,000,000, when the
Bryan theory of currency 1o that paper
or depreciated sliver needs nothing hut
stand on the Govermment flat. It
argues that the Treasury notes are now
a "strain wupon the Government™
wheress the Bryanites have always
taught that flat and not gold behind
notes gives them thelr wvalue. In this
report gold Is characterized as “the fife-
blood of commerce,” and its exporta-
tlon Is deprecated, in merene Indifference
1o the Bryanite iden that “"coward gold™”
is fil ‘'only to be driven away snyhow,
and the only true money is patriotic sii-
ver, which never desertz us.

There are rix heads to the report, and
the first three (for gold) are put to
naught by the sécond three ({or silver).
It is clear that the result has been
reached by giving the gold men thelr
part and the sliver men theirs, just as
the Pan-American Congress saved the
face of both Chile and Peru by adopt-
Ing the antagonistle and mutually ex-
clusive proposals of each. The silver
end of this report saye (1) that ex-

lars, (2) produce panics, and (3) strike
a blow at one of our greatest lodus-
triem Obeerve that the Democrats pro-
nounce for a dilemma, and select for
our contemplation the evil imagined as
dependent upon each ¢f Its honors, One
of two things will happea, therefore
both of them will happen. To make the
sllver dollars exchangeable with gold,
they say, will elther contract the cur-
rency or ¢lse it will inflate it by the
substitution of sllver notes for sflver
caln, Hence they cheerfully predict
consequences that may be fearsd from
contraction, If that comes, or Inflation,
if that comesa . |

Ia the first place, we shall have con-
traction of the currency. That means
“fulling prices, bankruptey and panice™
Of eourse, the Democrats know per-
fectly well that no contraction s pro-
pogad. The milllons of silver bulllon
plled vp usslessly in Government vaults
are mot in the circulation mow. The
HINl bill, by colning It and the sllver
dollars up into small change, will get
it Into circulation as fast as business
will abeord It, no faster, no slower.
There will be no contraction, ouw infla-
tion. Mnking the dollars exchangeable

#ls? This will be declided, not by what | in gold ls not going to drive them to the
is best, but by & battle betwedn those | Treasury for redemption, but will make

who own American vessels in the trade
and thos who own vessels under for-

them firmer, Not certalnty of ex-
changeability, but doubt of it, is what

eign flage. Reclprocily ig at the door, | sends token currency to the counter for

but ite fate i€ not at the disposal of
thase who long to see thelr country take
its place among the best and wisest na-
tions of the earth. The issue hangs
upon the resuit of the conflict waging
between those who are favored by the
treaties and those who are favored by
the present regime. The Grout bill is
pending and the vote In Congress will
merely register the relative persistence
and resourcefulness of the dalrymen on
the one hand and the packers on the
other,
water, but they

will get relief only

conversion.

But the currency will not only be con.
tracted, giving us low prices and panics,
but it will also be Inflated, giving us
“the substitution of printed promises to
pay.” The Hill proposal “will convert
asséls Into labilitles, dollars Into
debta” Oh, how the Bryanle soul revolts
it &t the thought of “prioted prom-
f==a to pay™! How it lougs fur good,

The arld lands are thirsting for | ory!

hard, gold money and laughs to scorn
the sacred greenback of blessed mem-
How does this comport with the
ipulil.‘}' Democrats have foreed upon us

through the votes of men who can be |all these years of buying siiver and issu.

provided 8 way to make something out
of the deal

It i= very pleasant living $a this coun-
try, for some people. It is & model

place to do business, for these gigantic |

accumulations of ecapital, which must
have thelr dividends, and their princely
ealaries, and their protective tariffe,
with swch Incidenta! jegisiation and
court decislone as they require.

moresubsidies, more concessions abroad
utflized through high tariffa st home.
They muet have less competition from
rivals, the rallroads must have less in-
terference from Government.
amooth salling for these devisers and
executives of our National activilies,
The sky e bright, and the cloud in the
west is ne larger than a man's hand.
e ——————

There are people In Kentucky who
object to “Uncle Tom's Cabin” and who
urge their Legislature to prohibit the
exhibition of the drama of thet name
o the state. There s weakness in their
plea. It i= an admilssion that historl-
cal Justice stands opposed to the preju-
dice of the objectors: that slavery ean
have no defenders, and that mention
of Itz emormities = & reproach to those
who upheid It. But the matter l# siale
now. Every dromatic
“Uncle Tom's Cabin™ s poor stufl.
Strange that the Kentuckians who don't
like it can't see that the strongest cen-

ing for it notes? Why did we not hear
this animadverslon upon silver notes
| when the Shermen law was up for re-
|1m.11';‘ The Bryamnite party in Congress,
bewalling the addition of “printed prom-
ises to pay™ to the currency, ls one of
the most pitiful exhibitions in vur po-
+lmml history. It discourages the hope
that mincerity and sense might once

And | more return (0 Democratie councils,
yvét they are not eatisfied. They nt‘ﬂl‘

in ocomplaining that the HI pro-
| posals will convert “dollars into debts"
Inml “strike a blow at one of our great-
est indostries,” the Democrats sncover
at once thelr intellectunl nakedness.

All t» | Here is true Bryanism. The silver dol-

lar i3 a dollar, the sllver note Is a debt.
| The sliver dollar le an asset, the silver
| mote is a Hablilty. They know, as every
| person of Information kmows, that the
silver dollar s only keéept at 100 cents
by the goid standard, and the machin-
ery maintained for its perpetuation, As
a coln It is 47 cente. As a dollar it is
a token coin, maintained just as the
paper note s malntained. Whether it
| Is outside the Treasury or inside with a
| note outslde against it, makes no differ-
| ence in the Government's sesets and |ia-
bilitles, If the malnleasnce of the =il
ver dollars at par through exchange-
ability vader the Hill plam l» golng to

portrayal “of  subjéct the Treasury to straln on thelr

| account, in what way does that “strike
a biow™ at silver? Doeés It not in real-
ltty strengthen it, and does oot the Hill

programme of trying to get the silver
out in the circulation in shape of sub-
éidiary colnage really provide the sil-
Ver mines more hope of selling silver
o the Government eventually, than if
it were aliowed to remaln piled up use-
lessly in the Treasury, as it is now?

It le creditable to -the Democrate
ambition that they are trying to get
out of the hole into which their finan-
cial folly has led them. But it Is not
flattering to thelr discerament that by
such idiotlc utterances as this they are
only lncreasing thelr olalm on the coun-

try's distrust and aversion.
TAXATION OF “XNON-TILLABLE"
LANDS,

Two newspapers of Eugene City—the
Register and the Guard—are engaged
In an Interesting discussion of the local
practice of assessment as related to
the so-called non-tillable lands of Lane
Cougity. The Register maintalns that
of the 1,053,361 acres in the county in- |
dividually owned, classified as non-tilia-
ble and assess®d jn the aggregate for
$1,569428, or less thae an average of
$1 50 per mcre, & very large proportion
are worth all the way from $5 to §I5
per acre, ar [rom three to seven times
the amount for, which they stand as-
sessed. And it is further declared .that
“three-fourths of thess lands are owned
by men who do not reside in Lane
County, and they are largely held by
resident and non-resident owners for
purpases of speculation.” The Hegister
stés no reason why in the practice of
assessment thers should be discrimina-
tion In favor of grazing and timber
iands, as compared with general agri-
cultural lande. The practice, It decinres,
Is coe which unfairly distributes the
burdens of jocal taxation, #ince jn large
measure it exempls one class of prop-
crty and shifis its natural and proper
obligations to another class. The Guard,
on the other hand, affects to view all
this a= an assault upon the “farmers
and taxpayers” of the county, and es
pecially as calculated to Injure the stock
| interests, which operate largely upon
| the basis of the foothill pastures. The
practice of emsessing these lands “which
cannol be used for any other purpose
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or smail, comes In the end to its pen-
aity, and in this case It s A penalty of
widespread application. Directly or
otherwise, every material Interest in the
state is made to suffer from it.

P ———— 1

DESERVES HIS FATE.

The plea for the commutation of the
death sentence of Dalton ought to be
rejected. If two men joln & pirate ship
knowing its ekaracter, and the ship is
captured, both men would justly hang.
even if one had omly scuttled a ship
while the other bad actually cut &
throat. The crimé for which Dalton
and Wade have been :enlenc‘d to death
Is one that deserves no clemency, be-
cause it is the resuit of copl, deliberate
determination to commit robbery, and
if necessary murder. The men who
commil such crimes are not creatures
of Impulse, They intimate thelr pur-
pose to take ilfe If necessary by arm-
Ing themselves before going forth to

| steal. They carefully select the scene

of their operations. Their whole prep-
aration Involves reflection, and s exe-
cution circumspection. These assassins
In cold blood decide to take human life
in order to line thelr own pockels; they
are not the creatures of translent im-
pulse; they ars as cool mnd calivus In
their murderous businéss as & street-
walker plying her vocation.

These two cold-blooded youpg high-
waymen go forth armed, hold up an
excellent young man and rob him of his
precious life. His parents have lost an

affectionate and dutiful son; and the |

community has lost & promising citizen.
By the stupid betrayal of their own
reckiess speech, a cloud of suspicion
gathers about these assassins, and one
of thelr goselps learns enough to make
their arrest certain. When Dalton finds
thet he is in the tolle, he sirives o
manufacture a basis for uitimate clem-
ency by making a confession, The im-
pulse which prompted him to do this Ia
simply barn of cowardice and the sense
of sell-presmervation. His confession does
not make him any less a heartiess mur-
derer nor abate a particle-of his dread-
ful moral deformity. The law took this
view of the matter; the court drew no
distinction between the assassine, but
treated them as equally gullty of thelr

than stock-grazing nt the lowest possi-
ble figure” is commended as a thing
'‘alculated to promote the geaeral inter-
est. The amount of lands held by non-
residents or for speculation the Guard
believes to be very small

Thiz discussion tumms in its local as-
pects largely upon questions of fact
which neither of the Eugene papors
have taken the pains to present in dem-
onsirated form. It would be interesting
10 have a precise description of some of
the jands which are assumed to be non-
tillable, to koow In a series of specific
instances which ought to be easlly un-
covered the exact difference between
assissed values and market wvalues,
and sapproximately the proportion of
non-resident and speculative holders, A
little positive Information of this kind
would go far toward lighting up a sub-
Jeot which cannot be discussed intelll-
gently sand advantagedusly upon the
basis of mere assumption.

But In truth the local aspects of this
discussion make the smallest part of (ts
interest. Lane & but one of many

awful deed. The law ia common sense;
Tet them be left to its justice, which Is
the oaly mercy they have a right to ex-
pect,

The counse] for Dalton in their plea
for clemency say:
whether Dalton shall be punished or go
free; it lp whether he shall die or be
imprisoned for life” Imprisonment for
life to murderers in Oregon and (n moet
of the states of the Uslon does not
mean the living death It implies. Life
prisoners seldom serve more than tem
years of thelr sentence. Public resent-
ment abates; Governors yleld to pollt-
lcal Influence exercised through the at-
torney of the canvict, and a pardon
turns your lfe prisoner imto the world
free to resume his criminal career. The
majority will sign a petition for com-
mutation or pardon of a murderer un-
less the miscreant happened to kill one
of their own or thelr wife's family: the
majority will sign any paper except a
promissory note or thelr own death-
warrant. The signers of such petitions

counties in which there are large bodies
of land classified as non-tillable and
taxed on a low basis. This word “non-
| tillable” 18 one of those Indefinite amdl
even elastic terms. which may be ap- |
plied to lands very different in kind and
value, and there has long been peason
to belleve that o Its relations 10 as
sessment in this state It has been made
to covér a very general and persistent
practice of tax-dodging. The general
practice, as in Lane County, has been
to asses= non-tillable lands at the “low-
«#l poseible figure,” and It has come to
be the aim, of pretty much every owmer
of unworked land, mo matter what its
intrinalc or potential value, to get his
holding In the aon-tillable classifica-
tion. Thus large tracts In every part
of the state which the owners for one
purpose or another—from fnertia, lack
| of capital or from motives of specula-
tion—have wished to carry over to the|
future In the wndeveloped siate, have |
year after year been turmed in to the
Aseessor a® non-tillable and have been
taxed upon a low basls. The man who
would or could do nothing with his
landed property has largely besn able
by employment of the term non-tillable
to get from under the burden of public
taxation and to look on while his nelgh-
bors of energy. initiatlve and progres-
slve spirit have borne the whole Joad.
The Oregonien belleves and has long
belleved that a very large part of the
acreage of Western Oregon which
stands listed on the assessment rolls as
non-tillable is among the very best and
potentially the most valuable of all our
landa. The foothill regions on both
sides of the Willamette Valley, for ex-
ample, have In every instance we
know of, when brought into cultiva-
tlon, proved thelr produoctive q\mllty!
and their value to be of the highest. A |
large part of the best things we are now |
producing and putting upon the general
markets comes from lands passed over
by the firet settlers of the country as |
worthiess or uonavallable, and long
classed as non-tillable. It is certain
that we must go to the foothills for
the best resulls in frultgrowing and
In many other lines of our more recent
and profitable production. We have
been tardy in discovering all this, or at
least in coming generally to understand
it, and the blame Is due In no small |

attention from the [foothill regions
Curiously enough, in the effort to de- |
celve the tax-gatheérer the owner of |
foothill lands has iargely decelved him- |
eelf as to thke worth of his holdings,
and in =0 doing he has appreciably re-
tarded the settlement and industrial
growth of the state,

There is but one sound practice In the
taxation of lands, and that is to adjust

discretion to favor one class of lands
as against another class,
the Assessor's buslness to discriminate
in faver of one Interest ns againet an-
other. If cultlvated walley lands in
Lane County or elsewhere are taxed at
@ per cemt or T8 per cent or par with
respect to market value, then the so-
calied non-tiilable or grazing lands
should be taxed by the same rule. No
other practics s intrinsically just, and
in the jong run no other Is so well cal-
culated to promote the general interest
and progress of the country. It is cer-
taln that holders of lands enjoying a
special exemption on the basls of noa-
fmprovement are far less likely to stir
| themselves In  enterprises of develop-

year to pay into the tax office thelr
full proportionate due. And it ls equally
certaln that newcomers are with diffi-
culty interested In lands which bear the
official stigma invalved in the non-tilla-
ble classification. Every fraud, large

L]

meéasure to the inerta and the pelt)'!
fraud which have combined to divert |

assosrmente as precisely as possible to |
market value. Nelther the law nor com- |
mon sense glves to the County Assessor |

It is none of |

have no official responsibllity, and It Is
easler to sign_than to displease the ap-
plicant by refusal. There I8 no rascal
g0 deep-dyed In crime Mo the state penl-
tentlary who could not get a large peti-
tion for pardon tomorrow if he had
money enough to employ an energetic
attorney to clrcula‘e it

But, assuming that life imprisonment
really meant the liwipg death It Implies,
why should the Governor in justice ex-
temd the mercy of commutation to one
of these miscreants and deny it to the
other? Both certainly deserve the ex-
treme penalty of the law, and If one
should be spared and the other exe-
cuted, a serious blunder would be com-
mitted. Both went forth armed in =
confederacy of crlme to rob and, if
necesmry, to murder. Both were close
enongh to their victim to kil him.
Wade fired the fatal shot, but If Dalton
was oot ready and willing to fire it,
why was he there with a loaded pistol?
A man who goes forth to rob armed
with a loaded pistol is as clearly a mur-
derer morally as Is his confederate who
fires the fatal shot, If there Is any
difference betwedn them, it is nol &
moral but a physical, temperamental
difference. Dalton is as cruel, bloody-

minded and worthiess a creature as |

Wade. The law has these human tigers
In Its cluteh, and wnder their just een-
tence both equally deserve death. When
they are both hanged the world will
be sure that these (wo nssassins will
never rob maother human creature of
his useful and peaceful life, and in no
other way will the world ever be sure
of it, for official clemency Is constanmtly
opening prison doors with a pardon to
eomte of the wild beasts within. There
is only one prison that & pardon can-
not break, and that = the narrow cell
of the grave.

The law I8 exceedingly gencrous to all
homicides who commit crimes in fits af
passion.
menial derangement the law Is most
considerate. In cases where great prov-

ocation, like domestic wrong, had been |

given, juries are often more than just;
they are quixotic in their generosity,
but there is one case In which jurles
never show any sympathy and in which
the law should never show any clem-
ency, and that W u case In which huy-
man iife has been deliberntely taken o
order to spoll the victim of his goods
A man sordid and cruel enough to de-
stroy a fellow-creature in the bright
morning of his life in order to steal his

purse Is worse than a wild beast, and |

surely should be hunted down 1o death
as mercilessly as we do an irresponsible
man-eating llon or tiger. The prison at
Salem should not become a menagerie
of human wild beasts of prey. The
state cught not to be taxed to support
such creatures. They should be given
a homestead by the state in shape of a
grave at once and fordver.
who will take his nelghbor's life In order

whers he never can do It again, and the
only place that really assures that is
the grave. The only use that the worid
can makes of a cut-throat s to bury
| him and add something to the phos-
phates of the soll.
- -

I The Tacoma Ledger s much dis
l tressed because The Oregonlan does not
print Tacoma wheat quotations, and
lhu arrived at the conclusion that they
are omitted because Portland is afrald
,lot Tacoma. The Oregonlan does not
| print the Tacoma quotations because
| they are notoriously unreliable. Thia
| paper has made frequent attempls to
| secore aoccurate quotations from the

ment than If they were required each, | Puget Sound cities, but there Is so ltile

wheat buricess “actually transacted”
i at Tacoma that quotations from that
| polnt are of small value. Portland and
San Franclsco exporters handie about
nine-tenths of the wheat that is shipped
from Tacoma. and, having thelr head

““The question is not

Where there Is a suspiclon of |

A miscreant |

to stenl his purse ought to be placed |

offices In this city and buying the wheat
from Portland, with the option of ship-
ping either to Portland or Tacoma, it ia
much easler to secure the prices pald
at the exporters’ headquartera ln this
city than In the round-about way which
the Ledger desires. A Tacoma quota-
tion on wheat, to be accurate, would
have to be segured from the Portland
exporters. For the information of the
Ledger it might be stated,that the only
quotation on wheat from J Puget Sound
port that would interest either the trade
or the producers would be from Seattie.
That port has a large and growing miil-
Ing and warehouse wheat trade In terrl-
tory not directly tributary to Portiand
or Tacoma, and the prices on wheat at
Beattle are not always governed by the
Portland export value, as they are In
Tacoma, but by the milling gemand. |

General Grosvenor, of Ohio, Is a gal-
Iant soldier of the Unlon and a mem-
ber of the G. A. R, but In the debate
over the penelon bill he roundly de-
nounced the report of the committes of
the G. A. R. made at the encampment
last Summer, which charged members of
Congress with having falied to do their
| duty In regard to a “preference” penslon
bill. Gereral Grosvenor showed that
the bili mentionsd would have given
preference over the old soldlers of the
Rebellion to 250,000 men who enlisted
for the Spanish-American War, & pro-
vielon utterly unjust. The “preference”
bill as originally Introduced and in-
dorsed by the G. A. R. did not contaln
the “preference” provision, but was in-
geried in face of & protest of o minor-

ity. None of these “veterans” took
part In more than two engagements,
and the two regiments of volunteers

vonder fire before Santiago were of no
service whatever® One of them, a Mas-
sachusetis regiment, was promptly with-
drawn as worse than useless, a9 its
“black-powder” muskets did no harm
to the enemy but drew a disastrous
fire upon our line. The other volunteer
regiment, 4 New York organization,
behaved so badly under fire that iis
fleld officers were dismissed In disgrace
on thelr return home, The Twenty-sec-
ond New York never got beyond the
forte In New York harbor., And these |
are the holiday saldliers that it was pro-
posed to place In a preferential class.
———

The Nelson bill, which provides for a
Nationa] department of commerce and
industry, ind consequently creates an-
other Cabinet position, le designed to
lighten the labors of the Treasury and
Interior Departments, both of which, it
| i asserted, are greatly overburdened.
{ 1t will create & bureau of manufactures,
and transfer from the Tygeasury De-
partment the lifesaving, lghthouse,
marine hospital and steamboat Inspec-
tiom service, the bureaus of navigation,
immigration and statistica and the
coast and geodetie survey. From the
Interior it will take the rallroads com-
misgion, the patent ofMce, the census
bureéau and the geological survey. It
will also have charge of the Consular
service, now under the State Depart-
ment. Traly, if, after being relleved of
all these speclal lines of service, the
departments meationed still have
enough to do, they are greatly over-
worked onder the present system and
are entitled to rellef. The measure is
strongly supported outside of Coagress,
which does not mean, however, that it
will pass.

President Roosevelt owed his appoint-
ment as Assistant Secretary of the
Navy to the efforts of United States
Benator Lodge and Speaker Resd. The
nomination of Mr. Roosevelt was op-
posed by Secretary Long and by Unilted
Slates Benator Platt. President Me-
Kinley, Mark Hanna and Senator Quay
were also opposed to the appointment
of Mr. Roosevelt. Finally Senator Platt
was persuaded by a New York friend
to withdraw his opposition, and Presi-
dent McKinley the following day made
| Mr. Roosevelt Asslstant Secretary of
the Navy. These facts show that
Speaker Reed was among Roosevelt's
elrongest backers at the start, and It
would not be surprising If some day Mr,
Reed were offered a seat in the Cabinet
or & first-class foreign mission, or wore.ﬂ
appoloted to the United Btates Supreme
Court at the first opportunity.

The engagement of a number of young
women to go to the Philippines as
menographers and typewriters gives oc-
casion for the exercise of the =mo-called
wit of the witless In senseless Jokes of
which the “pretty typewriter” i§the in-
nocont subject. Step-mothers, mothers-
in-law and typewriters are standard ob-
{ Jects for Jight-bBralned wits to play
upon. It is gratifying (o note that
| these subjects ussally pursue the not
|1nn even temor of thelr way with un-

answering lips, not deigning to answer
fools according to their rfolly. As an
exchange says, In reference to the last.
|n|lm:-d clasa, "If these jesits have any
| truth in them, they are not funny; if
| they are mot founded in truth, they are
crusel”

M. Metchnikoff, a famous becterioi-
ogist, announces the discovery of the
conscienceless bacillus that feeds upon
the¢ natural coloring piemént of the
halr, causing It to tumm gray. The ap-
petite the lttle monster I= sald to be
increased by care, grief, moral shock,
sedentary hablts or Hiness In the vie-
timi. It bas been fitly named “plgmen-
tophagus”; if ita discoverer will now
find means to disable or kill the crea-
| ture, he will be forgiven for addicg this
name (0 cur vocabulary.

| The Taxpayers’ League has made Its
| annual investigation of county affairs,
1whlch, in spite of back taxes collected

but not anticipated, to the amount of
' some 54000, shows an excess of ex-
penses of H5.000. Their report will be
ready for publication in a day or two.
It will make Interesting reading, and
The Oregonian will print It. It will be
| & revelation in official extravagance and
waste such as this community has sel-
| dom If ever confronted.

| Discrimination should be used in
| ranting pensions even to widows of
Presidenta of the United Etates. No
pension should be granted to such as
are wealthy siready. President McKin-
ley left a large estate. President Cleve-
land has weallh, and no doubt will leave
A large one. No pension can be rieces-
sary for support, or even for assiht-
ance, of Mre McKinley or Mra Cleve-
land. And the safpe is true as to the
widow of President Harrison.

Mrs, Carrie Nation has sharpened and
Is about to unsheath her hatchet, To-
peka, the capital of Kaneas, being the
|p~'vlm chosen i her renewed activities.
The wovelty of her method of fighting
saloons belng worn off, she will proba-
bly be unsuccessful In her attempt to
gain further notoriety as a muscular

apostlie of temperance.

AMUSEMENTS

Edythe Chapman a&s Barbara la Clyde
Fitch's “Harbara Frietochie” last night
led the Neill Company to the greatest
triumph they have won In Portland, There
were honors for every one, plenty of them
in the early acts, and enough later on, but
the pretty Southern girl so dominates the
whole drama and Impresses her charming
personality so strongly upon every scene
that the play may Ue sald to de hers. It
was the second great opportunity Miss
Chapman has had with the Nefii Com-
pany at the Marquam, and, great as was
her Cigarette in “Under Two Flags,™ her
Barbara wus still finer, and more artistic,

The piay is a comedy and a iragedy,
each In two acte Building on that use-

ful faundation.sthe law that laughter and
tears lie so close together that to Invoke
the one Is to bring the other within call,
Fitch has chosen to begin with laughter, |
and for two acts he conjures it up with
as delightful a comedy as ever was put |
Into words by an Ameriean dramatist
Then, with a sudden sharp changes, bhe
cries “Havoc!" and lets sllp the dogs of
war. The cruel heartbreak of a parting
between two lovers as they are about o
wed is followed fast by the mortal wound-
ing of the Northern officer who has wom
the most violent little rebel in all Freder-
ek, and the curtain falls on the imp form
of the girl, shot dead as she was waving
the flag of her lover's cause In the [ace |
of Slonewall Jackson's eoidiers T!\--I
wrench is severs on the audlence, but

Fitch knew his business, and the effect of |
his last two acts of tragedy is Immensely

helghtened by the happineas he has msuh-‘
so vivid i hils introduction.

The play opens {n Frederick, and the
first act Is without a flaw. The girls sit- |
ting In the twilight on the parch of 1!1-_-1
Frietchie home chaff one mnother on thelr
love affairs, sputter “Dixie” at the Yankee
soldlers that pass to and fro, and flrt

with the wvillage youths as naturally as
do the girls one sees on nearly v\'q‘f}'[
front porch any Summer evening. Then

Trumbull, the Yankee with whamn Barbara
has fallen In love, drifta in, and a pretly
Romeo and Jullet jove scene is enacted,
with all the rough pleces !n the course of
true Jove that troubled the original! Ro-
meo and Juliet. The batred of Trumbull
by Barbara's people, her darirg desertion
of her home with him, and thelr attempi. |
ed unlen, are all in & cheerful vein, and
one would Ittle suspect, while looking at
the calm contentment of the qulet night
In Frederick, what a distressful ploture of
the horror of war is soon to be palnted In
that very spot. Unconsciously or other.
wise, Fiteh has followed the Shakespearo
love play all the way through giving If,
of course, an abundapce of modern var-
atlons. And not even “Romeo and Jullet™
has a more gloomy and hopeless ending
than the pltiful scene In which Barbara
meets her death on the porch of her
fathers house, with the “Yankes™ flag
shrouding ber lWeless figure,

Miss Chapman is on the stage ngarly all
the time. and she always adorns it. The
music of her voice and the charming com-
edy which is always hera to commund are
the life of the beautiful fArst act, and
nothing could be pretiler than her love
pcene with Caplain Trumbull (Mr. Nelll).
Then in the second act she |s a pléture of
fluttering expeciation when wilting for
the minister to make her the wife of the
Northern officer. There Is a charming
touch in this scene. Barbam, who has
been striving all the night to win berself
over to the cause of the North, takes the
flag given her grandfather by Thomnas
Jefferson, sews the rents she has torn In
it when Maryland went with the SBouth,
and, unfolding It, tenderly glves it to
Trumbull as a wedding present Both
Miss Chapman and Nell got all that was
possible out of this scene, and it was one
of the most graceful and affecting in the
whole play. Afterward, when Barbara
Is trying to conceal the presence of her
wounded lover In her father’s house, when
she Is pleading with her father to let him
remaln, and when szhe i= holding at bay
the lunatic who s sesking to destroy him,
Miss Chapman is thoroughly an artist,
and UIf there are any women on ihe stage
who could do these things better than she
did, they bhave not visited Portland The
auldlence was fully appreciative, and she
recelved many heurty curtain calle. Her
rebuke to & nolsy gallery was g mere in-
cldent In the play, but it was not the
least of the things for which she deserves
eredit.

Mr, Neill has but little to do as Cap-
tain Trumbull, but does that Hitle In his
usunl thorough-going fashlon. Robert
Morrls has a fine bit of work as a rascally

soldier, which i3 by far the hest thing

he has done here. Donald Bowles makes
much of the part of Jack Negley: Jobn
W. Burton is a fine old rebel as Colonel
Negley: Clifford Dempsey s good as
Frietchie: George Bloomguist plays Ar-
thur Frictchie admirably; Lilllan Andrews
js an unctunus old colored mammy, and
Julla Dean, Mary Elizabeth Forbes and
Louise Brownell are as pretty and captl-
valing a trio of village belles as one sees
tn. & long Summer day. The play Is
mounted with much care, being the finest
thing scenlcaily the Neilla have been seen
in. The costuming, beside being beautl-
ful, o far as the feminine portion of the
cast Is concerned, has recelved careful at-
tention as to historical accuracy,

“Barbmra Frietehte” will mun ol
Wednesday night, with a matinee Wednes-
day.

Frankle Richter.

The sale of sentz will open this morning
at 10 o'clock for Frankie Richter's recital,
which takes place at the Marguamy Grand
Theater next Thursday nilght.

“Quo Vadis?™
There are 3 speaking parts in the dram-
atization of Slenklewlezs’ romance, “Quo

Vadis™ made by Stanislaus Stange, to be
seen in this city at the Marquam Grand
Theater next Friday, Saturday matinee
and night, under the management of ¥
C. Whitney and Edwin Knowles. Mr.
Stange and Mr. George Bchaeffer devoted
weeks to the close study of the book,
and the atage version presented by the
Whitney-Enowles company s sald ro sur-
pass in point of merit all adaptations of
popular books recently finding vogue with
theatrical promoters

The =sale of seats will open tomorrow at
10 o'clock.

50 Esaentinl Unsoundness.
Chicago Record-Herald.

It was a curlous coincidence that on
the day when Congressman Babecock In-
troduced his bill which reduces the tariff
on steel the same compimnint that he has
made against the steel trust was directed
aguinst the German manufaciurers of
wire and of bar and rolled Iron during the
discussion of the German tariff bill in
committee. It Is evident at once that a
policy of protection and bounties which
brings about such & conditlon of affairs
as this Is essentially unsound.
result In a tremendous drain upon the
whole people for the benefit of certain

|

|
|
!

It must |

XOTE AND COMMENT.

We knew all the time that the Golds-
borough was all right.

The Government is in need of one or
two escnpeless prisons,

Egg= continue high. Cannot the hens
be persuaded to lay low?

Hereafter let Portland-bullt boats have
thelr trials nearer home.

The robberas who stele s Missour{ man's
money belt probably got enmough cash
g0 ‘round.

o

Secretary Long

BA¥S We Need & nRew
Navy. 3ull the old one did quite a Ditle
work In I15€

The Washington ofMlce-seeikers svem to

| get along mearly as smoothly as so many

naval officers.

Carnegle says it Is a joy to help others,
The others also find It & joy to help them.
stives—from Mr, Carnegie’s pocket

.

At last accounts Lord Rosslyn's system
was not paying half so well as any
of those munaged by J. P. Morgan,

olg

The Mayor of Ogden has been clapped
into quarantine. Why dldn't New York
try the same dodge on Van Wyck?

A Kaonsas man has lost & suit agninsg
the * He kas thus been not
only regulated, but set back a geod ways.

regulators.™

It Is sitld that champagne causes CcAn-
cer. And yet the malady doeg not appear
to be very prevalent among chorus girls.

Dalton might have saved young Mor-
row's life if he had chosen, but he dldn't
Elve anybady a chance to file u petition
with him asking him to do =o.
iIf Kipling would scold the
Boers a littie he wouid put the hoodoo on
them, which he seems to have attached to
the cauwse of his own counirymen.

Perhaps

There has beon a diamond robbery at
Glendive, Mont. Cannot Portland get up
cven a diamond robbery without being

Imitated all over tHe Northwest?

Admiral Schley shot a deer the other
day, and the Navy Department s swalt-
Ing a dispatch from Sampson announting
that the animal was killed by an officer
formerly under his command,

The Right Rev. Arthur C. A. Hall, Bish.
op of Vermont, announces In the ofMctal
papers of the Eplscopal church that he
has deposed the Rev, John Davis Ewing,
untl] pecently rector of B¢, JAm&'s Lauron
Woodstock, from the priesthood, upon tha
declaration tha: Mr. Ewing had deters
mined to enter the Roman Cathelle com-
mumnion.

A remarkabls shel] of 2 new type that
has just been Introduced Into the German
Army Is stated to De receiving the close
attentlon of the Britlsh War Office. By
the Introduction of a cartridge composed
of amorphous phosphorus Into the ondi-
nary charge of smokeless powder n thick
white amoke s emitted when the shell
bursts, thus showing the gunners, even at
the greatest distance, now close the pro-
Jectile has gone to the enemy’s positlon,
By Increasing the proportion of thisx chem-
lcal, an operition which does not lessen
the bursting effect, it 15 held to be pos-
sible to deposit In front of the enemy's
position a thick wall of white =smoke,
which for many scconds will altogether
obliternte his view of the fleld. The ex-
periments In the German Army have
proved highly satisfactory, and It §s sald
that the invention is slmost sure oo
adopted In England,

The Demands of Justlee,
Roston Herald.
It Is announced that the Demoeratie
minority of the Senate has determined
to make a stand in debate against the

passage of the Philippine tariff bill. It
will be based also upon the establish-
ment of free trade between the ports

af this country and those of the lslands.
This l& good ground en which to take
a position. The Islands clearly are
claimed as a part of our National ter-
ritory. We have pald §¥0,000,000 for them,
and we own them. To establish duties
between one port of our country and
another was for n hundred years and
more supposed to be unconstitutional,
The recent decislon of the Supreme Court
has eccentrically changed this view for
the time being, but It hasn not altered
publie opinion on the subject. Porio
Hico, which is precisely analogous to the
Eastern islands In the position it occu-
ples, was for a time shut out, but s now
recognined as entitled to freedom of trade
with the parent country. It is logical
and just to take the same attitude to-
ward the Philippines,

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

Modge—Have you given Jack your finnl an-
awer yet? Mabei—Not yet—but [ have given
him my fAnal “‘no.'"—HBrookiyn Life.

“*Why do you girls eall Bertie “The Paem™ ™
“Why, he's just like & poem! He's been re-
Jeeted at leant 40 times!™ —Chicago Dally News,

Life In & Flat—""Ths owner says If we drm'e
pay our rent he'll maks It hot for us.™ ““Tell
him o ¥0 abead. That's mars than his janitor
has ever dome.''—Philadelphin Evening Balle-
tin.

A Piy.—Cassldy—Phwere are yez golng in
thot new muil? Casey—Of'm going to ask old
man Fiannigan for his danghter's hand. Cas-
sidy—Th" divil! Tt seema a plity to ruin 8
new sult thot way.—Puck.

Georgn—And If things do not go well with ua
the fret year, darling, I—hem—presume your
father will ot see us saffer?™ Bindle (sigh-
ing)—No, dear, poor papa’s syesight s growing
rapldly worse, even now.—Tit-Blis

Frudence.—“Why don™t you go ta work?"
nsked the well-meaning friend. T don't dare
to," saswered Willle Wishington. “‘People
would think my Mther had Jdisinherited ma,
and it would ruin my credit.” —Washington
Star.

Curlcaity.—Mm. Himm Ofen—Dear, T wish
you'd bring home a dagen Harveyized steel
piaten. Mr. Offen—What do you meanT Mra
Hiram Offen—I'm just curious to ses what
Bridget would do with them, — Philadelpiis
Press,

Fiscatorial Delights —Mra  Innocent—What
did you enjoy most about your fshing trip,
dear? Mr. lpnocent—1 got most excited when
] was reeling In, my love Mrs. Inaocent
ihursting Into tears)—Aml to—to—th—think you
promised me y—you woulda't d—drink a dropt

Industries, and the broader its scope the | _mariem Life.

more serjous must become its effects
upon the general welfare. The stimulus
cannot compensate for the sacrifice. and

it' s no more poesible for p nation to rise

than it Is for & man to lft himself bs']

his bootstraps.

She Changed Her Mind.

Baltimore News.
T mever will marry a short, fat man!"
The realden cxclaimed as she worked her fan
in & manmer distinctly emphatic;
*1 never will marry = man wha's thin—
And the man that I marry must bave some
tin,*
And he mever must be ermatle!™

fie the malden grew in o fow short years

From the age of smiles 15 (he age of tears,
And was catajogued as a sploster;

And she walted aloze while the others wed,

Al the chances of catching (he right muan fed—
And the malden's mistake convinesd her.

8o she settled her cop for & short, Mt man
And she ogied the chap with her fraszzied fan,
Tho' ne nelther was rich nor plocky;
And she finally married a weazened joke
Who 4ldn't possess the price of & smoke,
Afd thought hersel! mighty lucky.

to greater prosperity by such methods |

Little Boy Nige.
Eugene Fileid.
The littls toy doxr I8 covered with dust,
But sturdy and stanch he stands;
And the little toy soldler Is red with rust,
And his musket molds In his hands,
Time was when the [ittle toy dog was new,
Ard the soldier was passing falr,
And that was the time whenm our Llitle Bay
Niue
Kissed them and put them there.

"Now, don't you go tifl I rome.™ he sald,
“And don’t you maike any nolss.’

Sa, toddling off to his trondle-bed
He dreamt of the pretty {oya

And, as be was dreamizg, an angsl song
Awaiened our Litile Boy Blue—

Oni! the yemrs are many, the years are long,
BPut the lit'e toy friemds are truoe.

Ay, falthful to Little Boy Blue they stamd,
Earh In the sames oid place,

Avwailing the touch of & §ittle hand,
The amile of a Hitle face,

And they wonder, as walting these long yemes

through

In the dust of that little chair,

What has become of our Little Boy Blue
Bince he kissed them and put them there.




