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TODAY'S WEATHER — Cigudy, with ocea-
sional main; southerly winds

YESTERDAY'S WEATHER—Maximum tem-
42: minlmom temperatore, I3 pre-
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PORTLAND, SATURDAY, JANUARY 18

“VICIOUS BOSSISM.™

Uader the headilne, “Viclous Bose-
ism," the Salem Statesman prints the
tollowing “viclous™ editorial paragraph:

The Oregomian, while condemning politionl
bosses and golitical jobbery, I§ londing Ve ald
to one of the most fisngrant acta of bossistn yei
attempted in Portland by advocating the ap-
pointment of n jlot of Jjudges of slection dic-
tated by Interested politicians. This is bome-
ism fn the extreme. If thess are totl selected
& great bowl s to go up from Pertland’'s big

dally, amid “jobbery and carruption™ I8 to be
the bhattic-ery that W to urge the purifimd
Mitchell Ropublicans o (be conflest The
County Court of Multpomah s componed of

three honornble men. and 1t s 1o be presumed
that they will dlscharge thelr duty faithfully
In the appiintment of men to aot as juilges
If they are mon with any sonse of dignity they
will surely resent the dictates of the bosevs
and select mea of thelir own cholce. Under the
circumsiunces, there (8 no other courss Jeft the
court Lo pureue than to torn down the jJudges
named by the ward politiclane and chooss
Julges themeelves B0 the howl may be looked
for at an esarly date.

Nothing could be more untrue, or bear
mare clearly the marks of ring dicta-
tion and machine politics, than this
paragraph. Of course It was inspired
from Portland. No one could entertain
a doubt, or make any mistake, about
that

A list of persons, qualified voters and
well-known citizens, extending to.many

selections might be made
With the preparation of
Oregonian had nothing
whatever to do, 4id not know it was
in preparation, never heard of it till
It wag completed and the statement
came that 1t was to be presented. Mr
W. B. Ayer, one of the best-known of
the business men of Portland, a man
who has never participated, even In
the smallest degree, In the detalls and
management of politics, offered it. The
Oregonlan printed the fact, with the
list, as news matter, without comment,
Not one word has it ever sald In adyo-
cacy of the appolntment of men named
in thie list, or acy of them. But It is
& newspaper, and It printed the list,
with & statement that It had been pre-
sented by Mr. Ayer. It has also print-
ed the list presented by the Democrals
of the somnty, from which they suggest
that representatives of thelr “party on
the boards may be gelected, Moreover,
The Oregonlan would have been glad
to print, and would be glad to print to-
day, tomorrow or at any time, the list
prepared by Senator Simon before he
deparied for Washington and Jeft be-
hind him for appointment. But for this
list we probably shall not have to walt
much longer.

One additional remark. The intima-
tion that the Commissioners may or will
appolnt “men of thelr own cholce” s
sufficiently humorous

LARGER SALARIES.

When Governor Shaw was appointed
Secretary of the Trensury It was sald
that onléss he was & rich man he could
not afford to accepl, because the salary
of a Cabinet Minister would not enable
& podr man to maintain the dignity of
the office. The salary of a Cabinet ofll-
cer ls $8000. Secretary Boutwell, who
was at the head of the Treasury under
President Grant, sald in 1872 that he and
his daughter, by careful management,
made this salary support the office, but
that it left absolutely no margin, even
when administered with economy. In
the debate on the salary-grab blll in
1873 it was stated that a Cabinet Minls-
ter had to devote at least one-half his
sajary to bare rent, If he would have
& house n which he could entertain
decently any considerable number of
persons,

But If Secretary Boutwell ocould
maintain hls position ae a Cabinet Min-
ister respectably on $5000 a year In 1573,
surely & Cabinet Minister can do it to-
duy, when 33000 a year will go much
farther than it would In 1873, & time of
inflated currency, high prices and gen-
eéral extravagance, Rants are high In
Washington, but If a Representative
can {Ive there on $6000 o year, a Cablinet
Minister ought to be able to live de-
cently on $8000. 1If the salary for Cabi-
aet Ministers needs to be raised, the sal-
ary of Congresamen will naturally be
lifred, too. Attorney-General Knox, In
his annua! report, recommends an In-
crease In the salaries of Federal Judges.

This demand for increasing saiaries
all siong the line 8 wure to be made
mooner or later, and it will be pressed
upon the ground that without higher
salaries no poor man can afford to ac-
oept & high official station at Wash-
fngton, #ince the standard of entertaln-
ment and style of living has become =0
high that a poor man cannot afford to
accept the place, with ita implled so-
cin! responsibilities and expenses. The
rich families that sojourn Iln Washing-

take It up, snd the result is a pocial
situation that would be repuisive to a
man too poar to acoept IL. It is & sub-
ject for National regret that the social
demands at Washington make rich men
naturally available for appolntment to
high official stations, Nevertheless, the
remedy does not lle In Incresse of sal-
aries. The remedy lles in the high offi-
cials refusing to accept the pace set by
rich Winter residents

Nobody whose good opinlon was
worth having thought any jess of Sec-
retary Boutwell because he lived on his
salary In 1572 Nobody whose esteem
Is worth consldering would think any
less of Becretary Shaw if he made hls
sainry support him. Govermnor Shaw Is
not a poor man at all, but there ought
to be no oecessity at Washingion of a
Cabinet Minlster's being forced to maln-
taln a higher standard of soclal enter-
talnment than his miary will justify. It
will not be safe for Congress to ralse
the salaties all along the line upon the
plea of lncreased msocial expenditures,
for the answer will come back ewiftly
that Congressmen and Cabinet Minis-
ters must not expect the people to pay
for “Increased goclal expendliures™ Let
officialdom set a decent pace of Its own
and keep it, without regard to rich Win-
ter regidents. Samue! J. Raandall al-
ways Uved on his salary; ke dida’t
shine soclally, but he rofe to great pub-
lic distinction. The Federal Judges are
pald enough now, when we remember
that thelr tanure of office is for 1ife and
that :-her may retire at 70 years of age,

A CLEAR SITUATION.

The statement of Chalrman Burton, of
the rivers and harbors appropriation
committes, printed in yesterday's Ore-
goniian, clearly defines the situation at
Washington with reference to Columbia
River Improvement. The rivers and
barbors blil must call for no greater
sum than did the bill of last session,
which means that we may, by exerting
the full measure of our influence
Congress, get for the Columbla River
what was in the bill that was talked
to  death Jast session—3§600,000—but
nothing more; and It goes without say-
ing that under Mr. Burton's llmitation
no gppropriation will be mada for any
project not aiready under way. Here
and elsewhere those who are urging
new schemes of river and harbor de-
velopment may as well postpone thelr
efforts to another season, for practically
there I8 no way of overridiog the de-
termination of the commiites for which
ite chalrman no doubt speaks authori.
tatively.

There I# no justification for this hard-
and-fast fashion of dealing with the
river and harbor work of the country,
which the General Government has
taken upon Itself. It substitutes an ar-
bitrary expediency, largely political In
its motives, for a proper study of com.
mercial aecessities, and of the interests
oconnecied with and dependent upon
them, It proceeds from a false basis
and upon a wrong theory, for it is not
the record of any particular work
which should determine the allowance
to be made for it, but its relations
to the public igterest and weifare, It
is ridiculous to fAx the sum of this
year's allowance for a particular work
by the allowance of last year, to deny
& legitimate appeal because it has been
denled before. The method l= wholly
irrational and unbusinesalike; It worka
denial of justice In some cases and gross
waste of money in others; It removes &
great and serious public hterest from
1t#¥ mormal connection. with business
purpose and method, and degrades it to
a pawn o the political game. And ja the
very nature of things It temds to estab-
lish the whole scheme of river and bar-
bor development, a matter vitally re-
lated to the commercial and productive
life of the country, In publie discredit
and comtempt.

The Oregonlan regrets the action
taken by the rivers and harbors com-
mittee on many accounts, but chiefly
because It throws over another year at
least the Upper Columbia River projects
eéssential to free pavigation and upon
which wvery earnest hopes have been
placed. But let the jaterior country
bear In mihd that it will in full mens-
uré share In the advantage to come
from betterment of conditions nt the
Columble Bar, for which it Is expected
an amount egual to last sesslon's allow-
ance will be made. Here In truth is
the main thing—the paramount interest
—in connection with the development of
our river system, for an open upper
river would fmply small profit to any-
body if there were no access to the
river's mouth from the sea. Here, we
repeat, Is the main point, not to be re-
garded as a rival of the upper river
project, but as a thing logically con-
nected with It, a thing essential to its
value, and calculated in an orderly
progress of events to bring It about. It
would be an advantage, of course, if the
two worke—that at the river's mouth
and that in its upper reaches—could be
carried on concurrently. The two things
B0 together; both are demanded by &
thousand motives; but as between the
two that of first and Immediate Im-
portance is the one essential to main-

commercial port.

We urge this point with emphasis be-
cause certaln newspapera of the State
of Washington, just now, In thelr anxi-
ety to difeat the sppropriation for the
Jetty at the bar, are declaring that
“the bar is deep enough for all practl.
cal purposes,” and that “the largest
grain ships ascend to Portland.™ All
this they have demled heretofore, in
strongest terma  Thelr present object
is to urge appropriations for the upper
river alone—not because they want the
upper rivér improved, but to prevent
the appropriations necessary for the
ship channel at the mouth. Now, while
The Oregonian nelsts, and will ever
insist, as strongly as any others, in Ore-
gon, Washington or Idaho, that the ob-
#tacles to navigation in the upper river
should be and must be réemoved, it
knows, and it must continue to assert,
that a deeper channel at the mouth Is
the first &and most urgent oecessity.
Ships of draft sufficient for our eom-
merce are congtantly detained there,
and instead of a 19-foot channel at low
water we wantl and must have a channe!
of 256 feet at low water. Unless ships
of heavy draft can pase the bar, there
will be little use o removal of obstiruc-
tiong in the upper river.

In spite of the lmitation upon this
year's bill, as announced by Chalrman
Burton, there Is a possible way of mak-
ing a bdeginning of the Celflo Canal
which Captain Harts has recommended
and which has been approved by other
engineers of high rank and authority.
There remalns vnexpended in the Treas-
ury a balanmce—3$214.579 20—of an appto-
priation made for the old dboat raflway
project. The rivers and harbors ecom-

mitiee, if It shall so determine, may

ton during the Winter set the pace; the

adopt Captain Harts' canal profect and

tenance of the Columbla River as a’

is the theory upon which Congressman
Moody s going, and he proposss o
make a strong appeal before the com-
mittee. It would mightily strengthen
his hande If the Washington pewspa-
pers above referred to would join The
Oregonlan in support of this appeal
W™ they do It, and with such spirit
s will array the members of the Wash-
ington delegation at Mr. Moody's back
in the mppea] he is about to make? As
this question shall be answered we may
judge of the sincerity of thelr newly-
declared enthusinsm for the improve-
ment of the upper river,

SUMNER AND THE CHINESE.

The fact that Senator Hoar, of Masaa-
chumetts, is opposed to the re-enactment
of the Chinese exclusion law ought oot
to surprise anybody who has read his
epeeches In opposition to our Philippine
policy. Senator Hoar insists that our
Decinration of Independence forbids us
to govern the Filipinoa because we did
not obtaln the consent of the governed.
The loglc of Senator Hoar Is identieal
with that employed by United Etates
Senator Sumner in 1579, during the de-
bate over the bill to establish a uni-
form asystem of naturaligation. Mr.
Bumner tried to amend the biil by strik-
Ing out the word *“white,” so that in
naturalization there shall be no distine-
tion of race or color. Benator Will-
lams, of Oregon, moved to amend the
amendment of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts as follows:

But this act shall not be construsd Lo anthor-

ise the naturalizstion of persens bora In the
Chinese Empire.

Senntor Stewnart, of Nevada, and Sen-
ator Morton, of Indiana, both supported
the views of Senator Willlams, of Ore-
gon. Benator Sumner defended his
amendment, say!ng: "It simply opens
the question of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and whether we will be true
to 1. All men are created equal, with-
out distinotion of celor. I propose W
bring our system in harmony with the
Dwciaration of Independence and the
Comstitntion of the Unlted States. The
word ‘while’ eannot be found In either
of these two great title deeds of this
Republie. How can you place It In your
statutes?™ “Mr. Sumner's amendment
was defeated, and among those who
voted with Senator Willilams, of Ore-
gon, to defeat It, were Senators Corbett,
Edmunds, Morton, Stewart, Harlan,
Conkllng, Chandler, Hamlin, Nye, Wil-
son, Bayard and Thurman.

Sepator Trumbull, of Illinols, admit-
ted that If the Chinese were correctly
described by Scnator Willinms they
ought to be excluded from the country.
Benator Willlams closed his reply (o
Senator Sumner by smaying: “1 deny
that the Declaration of Independence
or the Constitution of the United States
requires us to admit to naturalization
Chinese, or cannibalg, or Indians or
anybody, “except as in our Jjudgment
tholr admiesion to political rights may
comport with the best Interests of the
Nation.” Mr, Sthurz, who is today a
fellow anti-lmperialist of Benator Hoar,
supported Senator Sumner's view that
we were bound under the Deciaration of
Independence not to exclude Chinese
from naturalization. Senator Sumner
Insisted to the last that “under the Con-
stitution, interpreted by the Declaration
of Independence, we can make oo dis-
tinctlon of race or eolor.” Senator
Morton, of Indiana, forcibly replled to
Senator Bumner that the question as to
whether we will naturalize the China-
man is n question of policy and expedl-
ency, and not & question of natural
right, and therefore not 1o be discussed
upon the Declaration of Independence.

Senator Hoar was brought up at the
feel of Charies Sumner, and he dlscusses
the Philipplne question from the same
standpoint of political idealism set up
by Senator Summer In the matter of
Chinese naturalizstion; the standpolot
of the Declaration of Independence;
snd Senator Hoar opposes Chinese ex-
clusion legislation today for the same
renson that Senator Sumner opposed IL
The same reasoning that made Schurs
and Boutwell support Bumner's plea for
the naturalization of Chinese in 1570
persuades them both to join SBenator
Hoar in his opposition to our occupation
of the Philippines. The ghost of Sum-
ner ia visible In all these absurd antl-
Imperianiist proceedings within and with-
out Congress. It Is all & modern re-
newnl of the political vagaries of
Charles Sumner, as enunciated In the
United States Benate In 1570, The de-
bate of that day over the naturaliza-
tlon of the Chinese recalls the debate
over the Philippines, for Sumner's thun-
der about the Declaration of Independ-
ence and the Constitution was renewed
in the Philippine debate by Senator
Hoar within Congress and by Summer's
old compatriot, ex-Benator Bchurs,
without Congress.

It was perfectly plain then that Senator
Sumner was an Impracticable political
doectrinaire, who could not see that the
Declaration of Independence has noth-
ing te do with citizenshlp; that Con-
gress has plenary power over naturall.
zation, so Lthat if in Its judgment the
exclusion of the Chinese or any othet
people from citizenship will conduce to
the safety and happiness of this Natlon
it 1= the right of the Government so to
declde under the Declaration. Hoar and
Schurz sccepted Eumner's logle In 1870
regarding Chinese naturalization; they
accept it today in it application to Chi-
nese exclusion, and by the same kind of
“Declaration of Independence’” dogmat-
ism they are, of course, both pronounced
antl-imperialists, who will govern no-
body without the consent of the gov-
erned.

There t# & sentiment among the mem-
bers of the House that the bill pension-
lng Mrs, McKinley should not be passed,
It is fairly sald that its pessage would
be an undesirable precedent. Mrs, Me-
Kinley does not need the money; she
bas no children to educate; she has al-
ready all the property necessary o sup-
port her, not only In comfort, but in
luxury. If Congress appropriates the
balance of the salary which Mr., Mc-
Kinley would have recéived had he lived
until March 4, 192, for Mra. McKiniey's
benefit, a sum amounting to nearly $30,-
000, 1t will have expressed its saympathy
In a sufficiently substantial manner,
Today Mrs. U. 8 Grant and Mre Gar.
field recelve pensions of $5000 a year.
Mrs, Grant and Mrs. Garfisld are both
rich women outside of this pension. The
widow of General Eheridan, who is not
a rich woman, has a pension of $2500.
The widows of elght Unlon Generals,
including Mrs, Fremont, Mrs. Logan,
Mrs. McClellan, recelve 32000 a year and
forty-five recelve J1300 a year Among
these are the widows of OGenerals
Banks, Gresham, Custer, Doubleday,
Crook, Ricketts, Hartranft, Anderson,
Casey, Gibbon, Kilpatrick, Mower, Paul,
Warren and Rousseau. Genersl John
M. Thayer, of Nebraska: General Frans
Sigel and General John C. Black, of

Chicago, each receive §1200 a year.

‘wotilng a large pension to the widow of
every ex-President, without regard to
her pecuniary condition. In justice the
people ought not to be taxed to pay
large pensions to the widow of any pub-
lic servant who Is In the enjoyment of
ample means for comfortable support.
A gallant soldler Hke General Lawton,
who left a widow and several children
with small property for thelir support,
deserves a pension, but the widows of
needy general officers are glven com-
paratively small pensions, while the
largest pensions are lavished upon two
rich women, Mrs. U. 8. Grant and Mra
Garfield.

Ex-President Cleveland s fortunate In
that when he Is sick he is so situated
that he can take absolute rest and not
hurry the process of convalescence. He
has been for some weeks conflned to
his home with Illness, and mo duty
pressed so urgently that his wife waa
unabje to dlsmiss its messenger at the
door with the simple statement that
her husband was oot strong enough to
consider it. He ls now able to drive out
without danger of relapse. The poasi-
bility of securing nesded rest is of in-
estimable value to a man past middle
life who has carried large responsibili-
tiez In his more effective years. Noth-
is more pitiful than to see a man strug-
gling against the encroachments of age
and physical weakness to carry the
burdens which sat heavily enough upon
him jn his prime. A conspicuous exam-
ple of this was seen in the case of
Allen G. Thurman, who, as candidate
for Vice-President in Mr., Cleveland's
second campaign, made a feeble old
man's effort to revive the fire of his
youth, and survived the worry and the
disappeintment Incidemt to defeat but
a short time. Mr. Cleveland's determl-
nation, upon retiring from the Presi-
dency, to keep out of politics and ad-
dress himself to congenial pursults that
permitted him to be master of his own
time, was a wise one; If he attaing
Ereat age, ‘lr. wiil be largely due to his
ability to adhere to a course of life
which allows bhim to rest when he Is
weary, take to his bed when he In sick,
keep his room a# jong as he feels unable
to stir abroad, Interest himself lo his
family, and shut out all public cares,

The people of the United States are
about to be given opportumity to enter-
tain a live Prince of the blood—a
rephew of the King of England and
brother of the Emperor of Germany, a
distinguished guest truly, and one who,
as Admiral ln tHe Germany Navy, Is
further entitied to the respect and honor
which are due to worth and service
rather than to the accident of birth, A
genial man, who fully understands the
requirements of his position and clalms
the honors that belong to it with a dig-
nity that would well become a Schiey
or a Sampeont, Prince Henry-of Prussia
I= entitled to the conglderation that will
be shown him In American waters and
at & republican court. He is the Kal-
ser's only living brother, and is seventh
in order of succession to the German
throne, belng preceded In direct line of
descent by the Emperor's six sons, He
was hlé “mother's boy,” having been,
it is sald, the favorite child of the late
Empress Frederick, while his brother
Is first of all the grand=on of Willlam

behind him, and résplendent In the in-
signia of his rank and position, will
represent his imperial brother imperi-
ally. The Administration will not scant
ite courtesy nor the American people
thelr welcome to the Prince of Prus-
sla.

The Governor of every state In the
Unlon has been addressed by Governor
Nash, of Ohlo, chalrman of the Ohlo
Auxillary of the McKinley Natlonal
Memorial Assoclation, asking each to
fsmue an appeal to the citizens of his
state to set aside January 29, McKin-
ley’s Wirthday, as “McKinley day.” 1If
the object is to create a National holl-
day In perpetuity, the request should be
ignored; If to honor on his first birth-
day following his assassination a man
whom the Natlon made Its President,
and whose tragi® death it deeply
mourned, the observance of the day In
an appropriate manner would not be
amiss. Of Natlonal holldays we have
already qulte enough, and to attempt
by this means to place MeKinley on a
par with Washingtom would be unwlse,
since the pen of history will not sustain
the assumption. There |7 no reason to
suppose that time will sanction such a
purpose or that the holiday thus ere-
ated would be genermlly and loyally
observed as the years go on.

The Baltimore County Taxpayers'
Convention placed a ban upon any text-
book of history that does not, in deal-
ing with the SBpanish War, give Schley
eredit for the victory of BSantiago.
Text-books of history In use in the pub-
lic schools should, of all things, be non-
partisan. Opinion is not wanted in
such publications. "Facts plainly stated
should offend no one, and these are
what Is required of the historian whe
sets himself to the task of Instructing
the young. There will always be books
actting forth the opinlons of one writer
or another, but these opinione are not
history, and should be sedulously ex-
cluded from school books. Let the facts
of the battle of Santiago be given In
school histories. Trust the boys and
| girls to determine from them to whom
the credit of the yletory belonga.

We have heard a good deal In recent
years about the “yellow peril” This
menace I8 at present represented by the
wrinkled, yellow-wrapped ﬂ;‘ura of the
Dowager Empress, the animated mum-
my who craftily direots the policy of
the Chinese Empire, while the puppet
ruler, Kwang Hsu, 'sits on the great
dragon throme of the Manchu Kings,
powerless to thwart her purposes.

e —

The Democratic Senators elect to urge
that the only true and proper tariff
treatment for the Philippines is the
eventual application of full Dingley
rates. Assiduous and enthusiastic es-
cape from wisdom could no farther go.

Governor Geer will show true mercy
in the case of Wade and Dalton by
permitting the law to take lis course.
Nelther justice nor mercy would be
served by extending the date of the
execution.

The correspondent whi says that suc-
cesa In poultry-ralsing depends upon
Intelligent feeding and care of the fowls
sirikes the keynote.

Chicago Tribune.

Last month the New York Sun sald edl-
torially while discussing the attempled
European coallien against the United
States just prior to the war with Spaln
that “Russia attested her friendship for
the United States by an act identical with
that performed by Alexander 1I at a orit-
Jeal conjuncture during our civil war.'
Thereupon A. Maurice Low, the Engliah
journalist, wrote to the Sun, saying that,
of course, It referred to the “story that
Russia sent & squadron to the United
States to be used by its government in
certaln contingencles, and asking that poe
per If It had any ‘irrefraggpble proof to
sustsin this historiceal myth., Mr, Low
said he had been unable with all his me-
searches to obtain a single scrap of evi-
dence, *except from Russlan sources long
after the evemt—evidence that no jury
would accept without corroboration.™

The Sun accepts the challenge and fur-
nishes Mr. Low the testimony ke asks
for. Bome of It Is old, but some of It is
new, interesting and convincing. It gives
first the familiar statement in the “Life
of Thurlow Weed™ to the following ef-
fect:

It will b= remembered that early In the Re-
belllon a Rusian fleet lay for several months
in our harbor (New York), and that other
Russisn men-of-war were stationed at Ban
Francisco. Admiral Farragut lived at the As-
tor House, where he wan frequently visited by
the Russian Admiral, between whom, when
they were young officers sorving in the Medl-
terranean, & warm friendship had grown ap.
Sitting In my roomm one day sfter dinner, Ad-
miral Farragut sald to his Russian friend:
“Why are you spending the Winter here In
idieness ™ 1 am here,” replied the Ruseian
Admiral, *‘under sealed orders. o be broken
only In a coniiagency that has pot yet oc-
curred.”” He added that other Russian war
vessels were iying off San Francisco with simi-
lar orders, Dwuring this conversation the Rus-
sian Admiral admitied that he had received
orderls to break the seals If Juring the Rebel-
lion we became Involved In a war with forelgn
npationa Eirict conflidence wis then enjolbed.

Whan In Washigton a few days later, Secre-
tary Beward Informed me (Weed) that he had
asked the Hussian Minister why bis govern-
ment kept thelr ships of war wo long In our
harbors, who, while In answering he disclatmed
any knowiedge of the pature of thelr visit, felt
at Hberty to say that it had oo unfriendly pur-
pose.

The editor of Mr., Weed's memolrs says
that a well-known gentleman, who was In
8t. Petersburg when the rebellilon be-
gEan, wrs shown duoring an unofficial ecall
upan Prince Gortchakoff, the Russian
Chancellor, an order written in the own
hand of the Czar, drecting his Admiral to
report to President Lincoln for orders If
England or France should slde with the
Confederntes. This gentleman, says the
Sun, was undoubtedly Bayard Taylor, who
wis then secretary of legatlon at Bt. Pe-
tershurg and was op intimate terms with
Prince Gortchakoff.

The new testimony the Sun furnishes
Inciudes an unoficial letter wrillen bY
Becretary Seward in June, 182 to John
Bigelow, then Consul at Paris. The Sec-
retary says:

I do mot write or even talk just now about
Mexienn affalrs. 1 think It prudent to watch
and walt. Belween you and myself alome, I
Bave & bDelief that the Ewrcpean state, which-
ever one it may be, that commits itmelf to
Intervention anywhere In North Americs will
sonner or later fetch uwp In the arms of o na-
tive of an Oriental country no! especially dis-
tinguished for amiabillty of manners or tems
per,

Propoaitions and debates anout mediation and
recogmition do not temd o maks ouar people
amiable If the debates mre kept up ahroad
we shail have a navy that will be worthy of
& greatl marltime power. 1L might, perhaps, be
well If 1t were Known In Europe that we are
no longer alarmed by demonstrations of Inter-
ferenoe.

Mr. Bigelow was asked by the Sun If he
could throw mny light upon what Mr,
Low calls a “historic myth.” In a let-
ter to that paper he sayas:

I think I can, though I do not know how

then to be, snd still believe to have besn, o

sufficient warrant for the Inference that the
Becrwtary of State had an understanding with
the Russian Gowernment. What he wrote cer-
talnly warrants mare even than would be Im-
plied by & eimple display of the flag of the
Czar Ia the harbor of New York.

Shortly after my return from France in 1867,
I spent & few days In Washington, during
which time I had frequent interviews
with Mr. Seward, and occasionaily met dt his
house M. Bodisco, the Russian Minister at
Washington. The purchass of Alaska from
Russia had just been consummated. Of course,
nefther Mr, Eeward nor M. Bodisco mid dis-
tinetly to me that that purchase was made
purely and simply as 8 gracloas recognition on
the part of the Washington Government of the
attitivde of the Czar toward the United States
in "62 but I doubt If thers was any member
of elther House of Congreas who supposed the
Government then had say other motive in the
purchase of Alsska than (0 recognise its obll-
gations to the Caar.

The fact statad by one of your correspondents
that “there is po recond of sach an under-
standing in the Government departments™ s
not surprising.  Flirtations between nationall-
thow, as between the sexes, ares not apt to be
procialmed from the housetops. nor éven made
matters of rocord. JOHN BIGELOW.

The passage in Becretary Beward's let-
ter to Mr. Bigelow beginning “‘Betwesn
you and myself,” ele., certainly indicates
that the writer had been given to un-
derstand by the Russian Government that
If England or France came to the ald of
the Confederncy Russin would come 10
the ald of the United States. The “Ori.
ental country™ mentioned could have been
none other than Russla.

This new testimony %o strengthens and
confirms that with which the public has
leng been familiar that no unprejudiced
person will contend that the Intention of
Russian to come to the aid of the United
States during the Clvll War {n the event
of European intervention for the beneft
of the Confederates Is a “historical myth.”

Perfidious to Party as Well as Nation
Chicago Inter Ocean,

It Is surprising that prominent Repubil-
ean Senators should be still tinkering
with Panama schemes, The explanation
given Is that thess Seémators are not In
favor of any canal. That such men as
these should take that position is almost
jncredible. That they should !magine for
& moment that the Republican party can
escape responsibiiity for failure of canal
legislation because Segyator Morgan, a
Demoerat, happens to be head of the
canal commities l# quite incredible, Yet
these things are openly asserted in Wash-
ington. The Nicaragua Canal has ceased
to be & party question. That route has
been repeatedly Indorsed by experts as
the best and cheapest. It has been ap-
proved by both great parties. The people
are weary of frivolous excuses and fool-
Ish deinys. They wapt the canal bullt
on the Nicaragua route, and they want
it begun pnow. And all Senators might as
well understand that no more excuses will
ba tolerated by the people,

Reform Put to Test.
Philadelphia Ledger,

It will be worth while for other cities
to watch New York closely during Mayor
Low's administration in the matter of the
enforement of the Sunday laws. These
laws are a bone of comtention in every
city, but New York is the first in which
the contention has reached the point of
an open struggle between those who would
retain and enforce them and those who
would abolish them. It seems as if the
struggle must come to a decision during
this sdministration, and it will be of Im-
portance to other citles, both in its char-
acter, whatever it may be, and the man-
ner in which it 1= brought about,

Share the Responsibility.
Philadeiphia Ledger.
A 8t Louls clergyman thinks
would not be so much of a fallure If wom-
en did the proposing. But they do the

aocepting, don't they?

dances, which are put on with the energy

“In Town,” which was given by the
Poliard Juvenlle Opera Company at the
Marquam last night should be seen Dy
every theater-goer In Portliaad f for
nothing else than the wonderful acting
and dancing of 7-year-old Daphne Pol-
lgd, who in the part of Shrimp, the call.
boy, set a small house fairly wild with
enthuaiagm, A mere midget, searcely
two feet high, this gifted child got more
out of that small part than could be
done by any comedian on the siage to-

. bar none, large or small. It Is Im-
possible to describe the suslo she gives
to her llnes, the spirit and aAppreciation
with which she enters Into every scene,
the abnormal and almost uncsony intel-
Hgence she dlsplays in song, gesture and
facial expression and the grace of her
twinkling little legs. Those who saw her
Jast night will fAnd they are buliding
thems=elves reputations as prevaricators
if they try to tell of half she did. The
only way to belleve In her performances
Is t0 sea her. and those who do not see
her this aflernoon and evening will regret

It at some latler thme, when the genius |
she unquestionably possesses becomes |
generally recognized. The dances she

does are of her own composing, and most
of the “business’* with which she accom-
panies her acting Is sald to be her owa.
Certalnly no training could make such
& wonderful child as this. She was born
for the siage.

Aside from the work of this tiny bundle
of cleverness, the performance was well
worth while. The various members of
the company were all well casi, the com-
edy affords a good opporiunity for overy
one, and there are pienty of songs and

and daah which characterizes all the work
of the children In the company. The cos-
tumes are elaborate, and the scenery,
particularly that of the fArst act, 3 on
an unexpectedly lavish scale. The house
was one of that old, familiar kind that |
makes up In enthusiasm what It la=ks In
numbers, and bath songs and dances
were libernlly applanded. “In Town™ will
be repeated at the matinee this afternoon,
and will close the engagement tonight,

MATINEES TODAY.

Children at the Margunam—-Village
Parson" at Cordray's.

At the Marquam thia afternoon the clev-
er children of the Pollard Juvenile Opera
Company, who have been pleasing large
crowds all the week, will be seen in “'in

Town,” one of the best gperas of thetr |
repertoire. This belng Saturday, the
house will undoubtedly be packed with

the little people of Portland, who have
become such admirers of the' juvenie
Thespians,. The engagement wiil close
with a performance of “In Town™ to-
night.

At Cordray's this afternocon “The V-
Inge Parson,' = play full of heart interest,
will bo the bill. The drama s well staged.
and the company s fully equal to its de-
mands, There has been a large advance
sale.

COMING ATTRACTIONS.

“East Lynne” at Matinee nt
Baker Tomorrow,

Beginning with & matinee tomorrow af-
ternoon, that beat known of emotlonal
playes, “East Lynne,” will pluy a week's
engagement at the Baker Theater, and,
Judging from the advance sale, the busi-
ness will be unusually heavy. The com-
pany Is headed by Miss Elizabeth Hale,
who s sald to possess, In addition to the
youth and good lookx which bring sym-
pathy to the part of Lady Isabel emo-
tional talent of a high order. The sup-
porting company has becn especially en-
gnged for the play, which will be mount-
ed with an entirely new scenlc equipment.

the

“Barbara Frietchie's” Aunthor.

Clyde Filich, the author of *“Barbara
Frietchie.” which & to be presented In
this city next Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday, by James Nelll and the
Nelll Company, has taken occasion 0
deny that he writes a new play every
other day, and polnts out that several of
the many plays now befors tha publie,
and spparently new, were written by him
a number of years ago, and are now
trought forth becauss of the vogue of the
playwright. It Is sa!d that Fitch bas
other plays In reserve, but that he Is un-
wililng to Alepose of them because they
were written at the time that he collnd-
ornted with others

The sale of seats opened
morning and was very large.

yesterday

The Collamarini-Repetto Company
at Cordray's.

The Oollamarini-Repstto Grand Opera
and Concert Company will open their en-
gagement at Cordray's next week, com-
mencing Sunday. The vocalists came to
this country from Milan, Italy. Coliama-
rini, Repetto, Russo and Ferrari are
names which are famillar with every
lover of music. Benolst isa a young Pa-
rislan, who |s making his first American
tour., The gems of many of the great
operas will be heard in one evening.

Every opera has one or two numbers
which are the very life of them: for In-
stance, the “La Donna E Moblle,” the
tenor =olo, and the quartet from ‘‘Rigo-
letto,” the prologus from “1T'Pagllacel™
etc, The evening's programme will be
composad of just such numbers. The first
part of the programme will be rendéred
in evening dress, and the second part will
be given over to an act In costume. A
souvenir matinee will be given on Satur-
day aftermoon, and photographs of Col-
lamarinl will be given to the Indles and
children. b

Army Transpoert Service.
Phiiadelphla Ledger.

There s oo relaxation on the part of
private ship-owners to Induce the Gov-
ernment to abandon Its excellent Army
transport syatem and turn it over to
them. Secreétary Root some time ago ex-
pressed himself In favor of the project,
and, with his ald, the lobbyists In Wash-
ington hope o carry It through suec-
cessfully. The alluring clalm that has
been mude is that the private companies
can carry the Army and itz supplies
cheaper than the Government. Probably
they can, but thiz Is not the vital point
that should be considered. It Is rather
whether the system of transportation by
contract will be as satisfactory as it
now Is under Government direction. Ae-
cording to Generai Ludington, who made
A carefui Investigation some months ago,
it would not be. .

The transportas now n use wele pur-
chased at a high price, and fAtted regard-
less of expense with every known ap-
proved appliance for the comfort of the
men. The vessels are the admiration of
the authoritics of European countries,
and -are likely to serve as models else-
where, Sick and wounded soldlers are
continually belng conveyed from the Phil-
Ippines, and receive the best and tender-
est care on the transports. There 1=
strong reason to belleve that they would
not receive the same consideralion nor
the healthy soldiers be given the same
comforis by private companies. [t ix oniy
necessary to note the manner in which the
averige stesrage system is conducted to
feel convineed of this,

The result of the abandonment of the
Atlantic transport service should cause
the Government to pause bhefore follow-
ing a slmllar policy in the Pacific. There
the vessels were also purchased and 0t-
ted up at preat cost, and when one of
these wuas offered for sale the highest
amount bid would scarcely have covered
the cost of the materials used in its con-
struction. An approximately similar out-
come may be looked for If the vessels
now In use on the Pacific are offered for
sale, even though they may be given the
advantage of an Ameriean registry by
Congrees. Thus the couniry may be treat-
ed Lo the spectacle of well-equipped, ex-
pensive ahips dispowed of for a mers song,
and an admirable service abandoned, be-
eause the priviate stenmship companies of-
fer to tranéport the Army at a smalier
cost, a difference which they are llkely to

make up by herding the men like cattie
in the holds.

If this be J'ill‘lll.ﬂl"}'-"—l'-l\:!kl: the worst of 1t

The Panamn Canal seems to be a polite
neme for gold brick. :

A lodge goat (s a very valuable animal,
But—weil, there ure too many buts about
1

It Is hoped that n:h-v coronation Kiag
Edward will open something besides Par-
liament.

Alfred Austin says the Amerfcans are

all vight. 8o is he, so far as that as-
sertion goes.

The British and the Boers are again
talking about peace. They are alsg
fighting about |t

All that now remalns ne=dful 5 an

aMduvit from Dalton that he s the man
that shot Morrow

If Wu Ting Fang doesn't go home pret-
ty soon he will come under the provisions
of the new exclusion act

The beauty of Senator Depew's wedding
tour Iy that the Government ls paying
for It at the rate of §5600 a year.

Congress is preparing to adopt o new
syatem of weights If the retall groce:s
are consulted, It will be short work.

The St. Louls Falr {s to be poatponed
il 194 Why not set it back still ane
other year and move it to Portland?

If a Sammﬂn-.‘k‘hg-; comroversy sarises
In the Venezuelan Navy it will probabiy

be settled between decks on the only
vessel of the feet.

Schley has been comme 1 by the
Kentucky Legistature. Thi ill destroy
his chances for the prohibition vote If he

ever runs [or the Presidency.

A Plittsburg murderer admits that hae
killed vietlm with a bammer. This
fhould serve as un awful example to the
numerous company of Knockers.

Archbishop Bruchesd,
Issued A pastorsl letter In which he de-
plores the feverish desire for enjoyment
and worldly pleasures which he clalms s
growing in Catholle f Conjugal
confldence, he says, Is disappearing, and

hils

of Montreal, has

nilies

the yoke of fllal obedience Is weighing
heavily. The archbishop sharply de-
nounces thsaters and private parties as
the evils most to be avolded. He cen-
sures balls held In private houses, where,
he says, ‘“dances that shame decency,
dresses that outrage good twste ns weil
as modesty, and discourses and szongs
thut would not be permitted otherwise

prevall.”” The archbishop warns the falth.
ful against these practices, and calls upon
the French newspapers lo suppress
vertisements and notices of theaters,

ad-

The Southern Tobaceonist, of Richmand,
Vi, thinks that the admission of Cuban
tobacro free of duty would help cather
than harm the American tobactogrower,
“because the more Havana at cheaper
prices the more blending with our domestls
tobacco .mnd the better and cheaper
clgars would find greater Jemand and In-
sure better business ' In the meantime
the Manila American sounds a note of
warmning to the American grower: "The
possibllities of the tobacco business In the
Fhilipplnes are very great. Probably not
one-fourth of the land that is adapted 10
the profitable growing of tobacco Is now
under cultivation. Free trude belween
these isiands and the Unlted Btates woild
eventually put millions of dollars into the
hands of present and prospective growers.
Nowhere in the world carm tobacco be
grown under more favorable conditions
than In parts of the Philippines.™

The followlng account of & newly mar-
ried soclety young woman placing her
first order with a grocer has been: sent to
The Oregonian. The incldent ls sald to
have happened In Portland, but this may
be an error, as It s hardly poseible that
a Portland young woman ¢ould have made
such mistakes. However, the story wiil
interest many young women, wherever IL
happened,

The young wife has greeted by the ob-
soquious grocer with a request to know
what ha could have the pleasure of serv.
Ing ber with, and she proceeded to place
her first order as follows:

“Pleage spend me up five pounds of
paralysed sugar for frosting '

“Yes'm. Anything else™

“Yea: send me three cans of condemned
milk."”

“Yes'm. What else?™

] want some salt, {f you have any that
is freah. You must be sure that It is nice
and fresh.'

“Yas'm; [ bave some perfecily fresh—
just came In this moming. Do you wang
anything else’ mum? I have some very
fine horserandish.”

*“No, 1 thank you. I do not care for
any. We do not kesp a horse ™

The All-Iimportant Question.
Bing ho! for a harbor that's chuck full of sand,
Sing ho! for a river that's mostly dry land.
A thirty-foot channel may very well walt,
While the new dredge Is getting its spud-geay
on straight.

What matter If vosseis plle up on the shoale

Where the mud-Dearing tide of the Oregon
rolle?

What matter If keels on the rock hottom grate,

Whils the mew dredze Is getiing its spud-geas
on stralght?

Just what In creation a spud-gear may ba

In pot very clear to 4 man up a tree,

But upon If, we know, hangs n great rivers
fate,

And so It's Impartant to get it on straight.

Lot the ships pass the harbor and steer for the

Bound,

Or At them with wheels to safl aover plowed
ground, ’

While the dredge gets Its carmt knlfe whetted
and keen,

And fits with new cutters Its pumpitin maching,

Let its horse-radish mill be all ready to grind,

And its hay-baler ba in condition to hind,

Lat Its sauer-kraut siicer be working first-rate,

But above sil be sure that its spud-gear's on
stralght.

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

His View.—EBEhe—Ths last per=m in the world
I wanted to meot! He—Well, there's nothing
for it now but to act as Iif she were the fArst!
—Fuck. .

Fair Waming.—He inervously)—Who (s that
tramping armund overhead? She—That's pape.
Je always gets restlems towards morning —
Town and Country.

A Recognized Tralt—""Her little boy has
such a marly way about him."™ “Yes I no-
ticed when I was thers the other day that he
found fault with what they had to eat ' —Phil-
adelphin Evening Balletin.

Sheer Nonsense.—"He never washes hin
bamds* “Nomnsense®™' “No: it's s fact' “Then
he's a crank, eh?’ “"Not at eil, He says it

would take too long. He employs 200 In his
miil.”" —Philadeiphia Press.

Conviocing.—Miss Upton—Did you tell him
that | was not at bome? New Servant—Yes,
mum: but he dldn't seatn to belleve me, bein®
aa I'm a stranger. Mobhby you'd bettsr go
down and ftell hMm yourself, mum.''—New
York Weekly.

The Kind He Likea —"0Of courss, wa have
the Gibson girl and the Staniaws girl and the
Nankivel girl, and the O'Neg]l Lathem girl, ana
it s Tather confusing. But, as S matter of fact,
which do you prefer ™ ““Well," was tha guard-
od reply, “to be real frank with you, I think I
like the real girl & litie betier than any of
ibem."—Chicago Post,




