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“STRANGE EFFECTS, AFTER THE

MOON."
The new “Racon clpher,” alleged to

have been dlscovered in Shakespeare,
has no relation to the subject-matter
of the dramas, but is based on the man-
ner n which they are printed., It i#
not a word cipher, but a cipher made up
by typographical devices—that Is o
may, by use of different founts of "Lype.
You find letters here and there, in
founts different from the fount of the
genersl text, and putting them together
you get words and sentences; and these
words and sentences contain strange
rovelntions. They show that Bacon
clalms the authorship of the Shakes-
peare Arams=; that Bscon was the son
of Queen Elizabeth anmd the Earl of
Lelcester, and that bhe left the record
this
cipher, with many other wonderful
things. But this method of printing
was used only in the first collected edi-
tion of fhakespeare’'s plays, known as
the first follo, which editlon, it Is as-
sumed for the purpose of this revela-
tion, was edited letter by letter by Ba-

Joon himseif, since no one else copld be

let into his seeret, which, however, he
trusted poeterity might discover.

All this is sufficlently fanelful—and
fatuouk. One may prove In the same
way that Bunyan wrote the Paradise
Lot snd that Milton wrote the Pili-
grim's Progress,. One, moreover, moy
prove anything else he wants to prove,
but of either work, by use of different
founts of type In printing the texts
But how heppens [t that the type of
the first folio of Shakespeare has these
peculinrities? Types then were clum.
sily made, and the typographical art, as
one may mee from books of the time,
was & wonderful hodge-podge or med-
ley. Different founts were ofton inter-
mingled, and every page had a piebald
appearance. It is sgown that this same
ciphér method ean be derived from
early oditions of Ben Jon=on's plays,
from Burton's Anatomy of Melancholy,
and from divers other books of the time,
Berides, In this new Baconian revela-
tion the difference in the foupts is
often admittedly so obscure, i they
exist at all, that the microscope only
can detect them; and such differences
might frequently be the consequence of
injury to type that had been ueed more
or less,

Thiz onew “discovery,” therefore, seems
the clearest product of literary lunacy
yvet developed among the devotees of
the so-called Baconian ‘theory. The
craze s~ems finally 10 have run to seed.
You take your theory, you assume AS
farts certain things you want to prove;
and then you procesd to plek letters up
kere and there from the pages of the
author—selecting letters or 'words print-
«d in type that shows pecullarities and
differences—to prove them. You can
make op in this way any story you
require; and it will be especlally easy
1o make It up if you izke books that
were printed three hundred years ago.

THE STRANGE CASE OF GERMANY,

Germany emerges from its hollday
diverslons with a heavy heart. Voa
Bulow to the Diet and Thielmann to
the Reichstag unfoided tales of woo
that vied with each other in present
hard Juck and gloomy forebodings.

There are three Lthings, not to exhaust
the subject in one sitting, that are the
matter with Germany, snd they are
worth conslderiog. Not that any profit
could be derived from them.in this
country—we know too much; but it may
stlr a patriotie pride to reflect upon the
dumbness of the German mind as con-
trast=d with American acumen., There-
fore, gentle reader, stand by!

They have an odd Idea over In Ger-
mary that oothing makes people so
loval and contented as an Immenee
stending army and the incessant dis-
pley of authority. If people offend you,
call them down hard. If Admirals or
Generals talk on the side of the Navy
Department, well and good. If on the
other side, reprimand them. Thus they
will grow In love and pride for thélr
eailing. If the public rebels, command
it 1o stop. Any unpopular act of ad-
ministratica—call it a closed incident,
Close It and sit on the safety walve.
This ls peace and contmtment—in Ger.
many.

They also think In Germunr that no
one should do anything the govemment
tan do for him. They have theorists
who long to see all “public wutliities,™
whatever that means, n government
hands, especially rallroads nnd tele-
graphs. Von Bulow lets & little light
into this system. The revenue from the
state-aided rafiroads, he said, fell con-
siderably short of the estimates, and

the whole results of the financial year
were disappointing. The ouslook for the
coming year ls worse yel. They have
to bulld houses for” govergmsent em-
ployes to Hve In, and large sums must
be_borrowed for use of the stage rall-
roads. The esablishment of official-
dom grows by what it feeds on—in Ger-
MmAany.

Another eccentric ldea they have In
Germany—that the way to get rich Is
to tax yourself. High tariffs, the gi-
gantic brzin of Bismarck apprehended
and passed on to posterity, will be the
making of everybody. Tax bread, that
will make the farmer contented. Tax
manufactures, that will pleage the man-
ufacturern, - If this isn't enough, tax
everybody and pay bounties. Thus you
will bulld up some such prodigious de-
gree of prosperity as today draws to
Germany the attention of all ey=s. If
they complain, have recourse to the
same treatment, Double the dose and
shorten the time,

They know mill about these things In
Germany, for creating contentment by
compulsion and supporting government
by unprofitable raliroads and telegraphs
and getting richer by increaslng taxa-
tlon has brought to it a ripe cxperi-
ence which is necessarily denied to
younger gatlons with fresher natural
resources and auspiclous accidents of
eoil and climate. A fool for luck

THE LEAST IT CAN DO.

One of the interesting phenomena of
modern eocial evolution is the Increas-
Ing development of local governments
and the comparative subordination of
National government. The drift to clt.
ies has revolutlonized our Natlonal life,
and left the inhabitants of crowded mu-
aictpalities almosi helpless in the face
of strange and overwhelming problems,
Most of the concern= and activities of
the average cltizen’s life relate govern.
mentally to his city rather than his
Nation. This s ope reason why our
cities are so anguifed In corruption,  la-
telligent paitriotism ha#s had to arm
itself by smlow degrees

Now, it 1= one of the unfortunage incl-
dents of thie development that while the
city has to do nearly everything for
the Individun! that government can
properly do, the Nation retains contral
of the easy and sclentific modes of rale-
ing revenue, leaving to the eity noth-
Ing but the oppressive though honest
device of direct taxation. While state
and city govemmenis everywhers are
crippled for lack of funds and taxpay-
ers grecan under thelr burdens, the Fed-
eral Treasury has money to bhum, and
Congress is al Its wits’ end to reduce
the surplus. Here In Portland we need
money the worst way to substitute
earth fille for elevated roedways, jm-
prove the strests, hire mare pollcemen,
buy a fireboat and a water tower, fit up
the parks and build schoolhouses,

Inasmuch ng we can’'t change the ap-
portionment of taxation devices ndopted
at Philad=iphia n 1787 (the Constitution
is doubtices lnspiredly Infallible on this
ae on other heads), the Federal Govern-
ment ought to assist In whatever way
it ean to equallze this vosqual burden,
It can do this in thres ways. One ls by
the care and the honesty to avold ex-
travagunt and opseless expenditures.
Ancther Is by doing what it can In the
way of legitimate mternal improve.
ments for bulldsngs, waterways and
arid. lands. Retrenchment is all right
when applied to Improper objects wof
Navonal endertaking. But with ex-
haostlcss sourees of revenué and over-
running Treasury, in application to the
country's legitimate aeeds retrénchment
censes to be a virtue and becomes a
crime.

But & man can pay pretty heavy di-
réct taxes to his state and city If he
Is prosperous. He can pay 5100 a year
when he s dolng well much more casily
than he cap pay $10 when he hasn't got
it and can't earn it. The least the Gov-
ernment, through Congress, cam do s
to take all the burdens It can off from
business. All business is hampered, di-
rectly or Indirectly, by unnecessarily
high tariffs. Commerce sufers from
the exactions of duties, manufaciures
suffer for lack of raw materials, labor
suffers for lack of employment. We
cAn’'t export onless we Import, we can't
manufacture unless we can buy raw
materials as cheaply as our eompetitors
and find forelgn market®, we can't get
joba or professional fees unless some-
body is making money at trade or man-
ufacture so ms to hire us We can
worry along with our inerecased municl-
pal expenditures, If the Government
will let us have our sugar and tea,
clothing and tobaceo, relleved of some
of the extra cost now put upon them
by unnecessary tariffs Muonlcipal re-
form i partly walting on tariff reviston.

A POLITICAL CEAR

Mr. Bryan's pleture of Andrew Jack-
son a= an {llustration of steadfastness
in hiz adherence to Democratic princl-
ples ls proof that Mr. Bryan is not fa-
miliar with the bistory of the “Hero of
New Oriem?_" who was always true to
one party, viz: to Aadrew Jackson.
Jackson was an imperious man, law
unto himself, While he was elected “tlo
renew the pollcy of Jefferson in the
Government,” he never hesitated (o
trample the most venerated traditions
of the Democratic party under his feet,
He personally disliked Jefferson, who
dreaded and detested him as a "man
of viglent temper and Imperlous willL”
This was a view Jefferson formed of
Jackson when he was serving as United
States Benator from Tranessee., The
moment Jackson was elected he showed
his pontempt fgr “the policy of Jeffer-
son” by appointing to his Cabinet John
M, Berrien, a distingulshed Federalist
of Georgla. Then Jackson -appointed
Louis McLane, of Delaware, a Federal-
Ist of the strongest oast, Minister to
Engiland, then Secretary of the Treas-
ury, and finally. Secretary of Siate.
Then he appointed Levl Woodbury, an-
other oid Federallst, to the Navy De-
partment. Roger B. Tanecy, a Federal-
tat. was made Attorney-General, Jamee
Buchanan, who was sent as Minister to
Russia, was another ald Federallst

Jackson never carefl a button about
“Jeffersomian principles” He boasted
that he never “deserted a friend for pol-
fcy's sake™ and he freely forgave &
man any error of past political belief if
he thought the man was “true to Jack-
son."” He honored men and he decapi-
tated them mnot for political but for
personal reasons. He turned his back
on Calhoun, not because of any political
reason, but because of purely personal
difference, Calhoun had denounced
Jeckson's conduct whea he (Calhoun)
was Secretary of War under Monroe,
and Calhoun would pot bend to Jack-
son's wishes in the matter of Mm
Baton. No man who lu familiar with
Jackeron's careér can doubt that
whether he was right or wrong, he
never troubled his head sbout “Jeffor-
sonian principles” or about the tenets of
the Democratic party. He defled his
party, drove many of its jeading men,

like Tyler, over to the Whigs, and from
first to last his administration wasz a
purely personal administration. Had
he not been a patriotic man, a truthfal
man and a man whoee honest lnstincts
kept him within bounds, he would have
been & very dangerous, destructive man.
But, fortunately, while he was fre-
quently wrong-headed, his heart was
manly and trus,

But Jackson was sul generis. He rec-
ognized no party but “Jackson?; he was
ns completeiy the party when he was
President as Louls XIV was the state,
There never was a man in American
public life who was so entirely lade-
pendent of partygrestraints as Jackson.
Him only test was the personal one,
“Are you a Jatkson manT—and so long
AS you were a Jackson man you Were
welcome, but if you had ever criticlsed
Jackson in the past or disapproved of
any of his actions, there was no place
for you in Jackson's esteem, Nothing le
more absurd than to talk about “Jack-
somlan principles,” for Jackson neéver
had any “principles” beyend a deter-
mination to Impose his personal will on
everybody he met. It s absurd to talk
about “Jacksonlan Democgats,” for De-
mocracy only meant to Jackson abso-
jutely vnswerving personal and polit-
lcal loyalty to Andrew Jackson. Jack-
son had the imperious temper of a Na-
poleon, and no man under our fres In-
stitutions played the part of a political
Czar as long and as successfully as An-
drew Jackson,

SAFETY IN DELAY,

An Impressive exhibit In the careless
ness with which &n lsthmian canal has
been consldered in this country could
be made up from recent utterances of
those who ought to know better, but
have made most flluminative errors
The Walker Commission says It is of no
congequenoe that Panama is in the belt
of calms, because steam s so raplidly
displacing =ali—a thing fit enly to tell
to the marines. The New York Even-
ing Post, desplie all the activity of the
Huntington and allied Interests for the
Panama Canal, undertakes to scout
rallroad sympathy for Panama, becauss
that = the shortest and most easily con-
structed routa,

Remarkable explolts In logic are per-
farmed by the canal's apparent friends,
Hepburn, for exampie, would dismiss
the Paoama people peremptorily be-
cause thelr drop from §109.000,000 to
$40,000,000 looks suspicious. Of course,
the French compaay puts its price low
In hope of cleaning up something out
of the hundreds of millons already
gpenit. This offer i= about the first
square thing it has done, Another of
Hepburn's breaks is to promise that
American shilps.can go free through the
canal while the Britlsh must pay toll,
and still another Is his curious logic
that the Panama Company's hard Juck
shows the project can safely be entrust.
ed only to Government handa

One of the brightest things In ali the
canal galaxy of wit and wisdom is the
Panama piea In the aame of economy.

The Walker Commission estimates
Nicaragun at 5182864062, and Pamana
at ll«‘ﬁ!ﬁ Now, If we pay the

Frenchmén $40,000,000, the Panama af-
fair will cost us 3184 233,358, or $5,830,704
less than the one at Nlcaragua. Hence
the Panama advocates iift their hands
In horror at the thought of spending s
extra 35,000,000, to =ny nothingvof gthe
odd 3630,704. If there are any sane men
In Congress, do they not know that
these estimates are all guesswork, most
of them what the ‘Frenchmen nalvely
call ‘“Intuitlve estimates”? Nobody
knows how Jong It will take to lay the
foundations of elther the Conchuda or
Bohlo dama. Nobody knows what we
shall have to pay Nicaragur or Costa
Ilica on the one hand or Colombla on
the other. Nobody knows how much
dredging will be needed at Greytown or
replacement of laborers killed off by
tropic fever at Panama. To set down In
dollars and cents the cost of cither
canal and base conclusive arguments
upon them is an absurdity transparent
to none more than to the commissioners
who have beem over the ground and at
every step in thelr report poilat out the
uncertninties of time and expense,

The time has probably gone by when
one should give way to indignation at
those who, like Cannon, racret and im-
placable foes but pretemded supporters
of the canal, rise In the Congress of the
United States to say without a blush
that there s no hurry n this matter,
that nothing will be galned by expedl-
tion or lost by delay. Indignation at
the duaplicity of such creatures is hardly
opportune. It is about fifty years be-
hind the times, They deserve nt the
hands of a united and prosperous coun-
try swothing less than pity and con-
tempt. There has been no hurry about
the canal these 400 vears since Colum-
bus planned it, these 126 years of Amer-
ican FPresidents and Secretaries com-
mitted to it. No, Mr. Cannon, et there
be no unseemly haste. Do not disturb
yourself, The canal will do qulte as
well If bullt a thousand years or so
from mnow, when obilvion will have
kindiy rescued from well-earned jgno.
miny the Benedict Arnolde of American
commerce,

The celebration of “Jackson day”
recalls thesfact that the terrible defeat
suffered by the Britlsh troops was due
to the raabiness and impatience of Sir
Edward Pakenham, thelr commander,
Pakenham, who was the brother-in-law
of Welllngton, commanded the English
divigion that broke the Freonch center
at Salamanca, where the Iron Duke ter-
ribly defeated Marshal Marmont. Af-
ter Napoleon's abdication ia 1814 Gen-
eral Pakepham was sent with an army
of Welllngton's . veterans to capture
New Orleans. Professor Bumner, o his
“Life of Juckeon,”™ describes Jackson's
position as utterly indefensible against
attack on the west bank of the river,
where the flank of Jackson's army whs
without protlection. The moment Pak-
enham's batteries had been eatablished
ofl the west bank they would have com-
manded Jackson's camp and works on
the enst bank. Pakenham saw his ad-
vantage, but in his rashness and self-
confidence threw It away. He ordered
his troops to attack Jackson on both
sides of the river at dayliight, but, grow-
ing (mpatient at the slowness with
whieh Colonel Nicholls, who commanded
the masault on the.west bank, acted,
he gave the signal for the frontal as-
sault on Jackson's works before Nich-
olls was In posi to sttack. The re-
sult was that British charged in
close columnsa right up to a breastwork
detended by 5000 riflemen and were
quickly repulsed with a lose of over 2000
men. After Pakenham's premature
assault in fromt had wrecked his army
Colonel Nicholls attacked and easlly
gained all that he was expected to win
on the west bank. But It was 100 late
The flower of Pakenham's troops had
fallen, including himeelf and his two
leading subordinates. If Pakenham had
been opposed to European troops, he
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never would have charged Jackson's
intrenchments in front, but the military
ignorance shown by Jackson in placing
his army In a position where its flank
was In the alr and could be turned led
him to underestimate the quality of
Jacksont's troope, who were all as deadly
marksmen as the Boers. It was the
same recklesaness that comt the British
2o dear at Bunker HIIL If the British
at Bunker HIIl had attacked the posi-
tlon on the flank, they could have
turned it @8 easily In the first assault
as they did in the third. Contempt for
his foe led Howe to attack In front, and
the same contempt for his foe led Pak-
enham, who knew the story of Bunker
Hill, to repeat at New Orleans Howe's
bloody blunder. Jackeon's frise posi-
tion would have rulned him if Paken-
ham had possessed urt!inm milltary
prudence,

“Not only boys, but many girla,” says
Mre L. H Additon, of the W.C. T. U,,
“arc addicted to the cigarette hablt.™
This statement, from a careful, conscl-
entlous woman, who has had sbundant
apportunity to know whereof she
epeaks, Is more than startling—it Is
shocking. A habit at once so pernicious
and so disgusting as that of the inhala-
tion and exhalntion of cigarette smoke
ls sufficiently reprehensible and alarm-
ing when confined to those who spend
much of thelr time th the open air, and
whose moral sense may be. blunted
somewhat without utter demoliticn or
toial obscuration. But that young
even In relatively limited mum-
bers, with their finer sensibllities and
more susceptible nervous and physical
systema, are falling into so debasing a
habit constitutes a menace to the race
that cannot be ignored. In this view a

| ¥igorous crusade agalnset cigarettes, re-

|

sponsibly conducted, should recelve the
earnest encouragement of all good citi-
zens, It may be well also for parents,
ani perhaps especially mothers, to or-
canize themselves into private vigilance
committees for the purpose of defending
their households from this subtle men-
ace as well as for eradicating the evil
if, unfortvnately, It has obtalned a foot-
hold therein. Criminologists, humani-
tarians and moralists who have made
specin]l study of the matter are prac-
tically unanimous n’ the belief that
clgarette emoking Is the basls of much
of the youthful degeneracy that is rep-
resented In prisons fllled with young
men, and of the irresponsibllity and un-
trustworthiness that keeps hundreds of
othérs on the dangerous verge of crime
or soclal vice. This estimate is worthy

‘of the consideration of all who have

charge of growing boys and girle In
this age of juvenlle precocity, enlarged
opportunity and increasing freedom
from parental restraint,

The School Board Is procesding in a
very plain and equitable manner with
the business of the district. This busi-
ness 18 distinetly the taxpaver's busi-
ness, and a plaln understanding of it In
detall Is desirable. Indeed, it s néces-
sary, If taxpayers are to wvole intelli-
gently upon matters of vital coneern to
the property and educationml interests
of the distric{ at the annual mesting,
There s rbundent precedent to prove
that those who by the payment of (axes
maintain the public echools are wiliing
to vote a sufficient sum for thelr sup-
port on the basis of true economy, which
will not In any manner interfere with
the efficiency of the schools. The |large
sums invested fn poublic schoo! bulldings
and the employment year after year of
& competent corps of teachers at a cost
In nggregate of many thousands of dol-
lars ls conclusive evidence of the truth
of this statement. Glven the estimates,
properly itemized, and there ig little rea-
son to fear that the funds necessary
to meet them, if reasonable and just,
will mot ba forthcoming through a suffl-
clent levy upon the property of the dis-
triet. Let these Interested carefully
gcan the eetimates which the Bchonl
Board promises to furnish In ample tims
for thie purpose, appear at the annual
me«ting and speak and vole upon thelr
findings, or hold theélr peace for the en-
sulng year, remembering that to growl
in the face of a tax levy once ordered
Is both futile and foolish.

There Is an element of pity In Wade's
plea for executive clemency. "He lg g0
young,” he pleads, and If the sentence
of death is carried out he will enly sur.
vive his 21st birthday three days. It e
indeed pitiful that a man should have
80 abused his privileges and apportuni-
ties as to come to the gallows upon at-
taining his majority. A feature In this
case not the less pltiful ls that another
man but little past his majority was
forced to dle, Innocent of any crime,
and with a life of usefulness and prom-
ise just opening before him. Summing
up, & just executive will no doubt find
the balance of pity in favor of James B.
Morrow, even as did a sober-minded
Jury.

The rallway tunnel accideat on the
New York Central, It is s=ld, could not
have happened had the motor been elec-
tricity Instead of steam., Volumes of
smoks from the locomotives obscured
the signal lights, and the collision, with
its incidents of horror and loss of life,
resulted, The disaster can scarceiy fall
to glive prominence o the efforty that
are belng made to substitute electricity
for steam in suburban traffic where
the latter ls now employed.

It s quite natural that Senators
should be apprehensive lest two-thirds
of the giates should demand popular
election of Benators, The reason le not
only that the self-sufficignt: Senate
would be made the servant of the peo-
ple, but that it would cease to be a
Junta of political bosses

AMr. WHllamsw's avouchment has
made many men very happy. It ls a
rellef to them to know that he is not a
rival for their particular plum.

e ——

The Mayor of Spokane says that the
morals of Seattle are not up to the
standard. That Is because he ls oot up
in the thrift of Seattle morais

The Astorien prints an article to
prove that Portland is no financlal cen-
ter. That honor, we suppose, it re-
serves for Astoria.

Bryan agaln reminds us that silver
is not dead. But the declaration s
made this time to remind us that Bryan
still Jivea

_

Natural gas has been discovered at
Everett, so that that city 1= In a fair
way to become a rival of Seattle,

If the Legislature were now In ses-
slon, the Farmers' Congress might be
an Influential lobby.

p—————— ]
na would also iike to have an ex-
el uwdhrmlmtthuln-
other story.
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A PIRST-CLASS RETRACTION.

New York Times.

The publicatign In the Times on Sun-
day of a foolish and unwarrantable dis-
pa concerning the poustbliity of
trou between the Uplted States and
Germany over the attempt of the Ger-
mans to collect with warships money ow-
ing them by Venesuelz has called forth
the following comment from our neighbor,
the New York Journal:

On the the New York Times yes-
terday appearsd Washington ch. hend-
od: “"Possibility of a War With the Germaun

Empire.”
the distur In Vi
o4 that our Goverm
clash with Ge

was preparing for it

Bensational Journallsm may be elther good or
bad. It appears to us that this ls distinetly
sensational Journaliam of the bad Xind. Th:
statement that we are contemplating the pos-
#ibility of a war with (Jermany ean be pro.
ductive of nothing but mischief. OFf course, It
ta wall to make all Buropean powers under-
stand ihat nome of them can acquire territory
In America without Aghting the United Swmates
A thurough understanding of this general pris-
ciple must promote peace. 'But there I no ex-
cuse for singling out Germany, as M the Mog-
roa Doctrine were Invented expremly for ber.

These observations are judiclous and
senaible. The censure which they cunvey
fs fully deserved by the Times., It Is
not the policy or the practice of the
Times to give place to basecless and mis-
chievous reports. to which category the
Washington dispatch in question cleariy
belongs. The conductors of the Thmes
endeavor falthfully to use due diligence
to éxclude false news amnd noxious trash
from Its columne, By one of those accl-
dents or oversights which sometimes baf-
fle the Intentlions of fAnlte men, this
Washington dispateh about Germany got
into the coiumns of the Times. For the
hagm It has done we feel more regret
thaun we can express. As our neighbor
the Evening Post justly says, “It Is not
creditable to @ respectable newspaper
that it shouid publish me dispatch from
Washington. as the Times did yesterday,
representing that there is danger of war
between Germany and the United States
over the complications in  Venesuela.
There is on utter lack of evidence to
support such a sensation.” The Times
does not willingly or with intent do
things not creditable to it or likely to im-
palr its reputation or diminlsh the con-
fidence of its readers In the correctness
of Its news and the conservatlsm of its
principlea.

We accordingly declare that It is with-
in the knowledge of this newspaper that
the relations botween Germany and the
Unplted Btates are wholly amicable and
thint the belief In thelr continvance s
based upon reasons of unusunl validity.
The provedures of Germany in her prep-
ariations to ecompel Venesueln to keep
falth expose her nelther to reprosch nor
to suspicion on our part. They have not
been taken in disregard of precedent or
of the accepted principles of Iintermna-
tional law. Not only has she done noth-
ing In contravention of the Monroe Doc-
trine, but It may be sald that her cour-
teous and friendly communications to our
Government advance that doctrine ene
step further toward universal accaptlance
as a part of the unguestioned law of na-
tlons. We have no reason to regard Ger-
MaNy save us 2 od Triend: and the
Times wishes to make its disclalmer of
the unfortunate Washington dispatch to
which we have referred as broad and un-
reserved as lnngunge can make it.

The nm pos=ibility rested  on

1 It was assert-
t had the chances of &
constantly in mind and

HAND-MADE LITERARY BLUNDER

Chicago Record-Herald.

Among the decorative beoks of the year
that have attracted more than ordinary
attention because of thelr beauty or
unilqueness of deslgn, the large paper
print of Milton's *'On the Morning of
Chrint's Nativity” has been of especial
interest to Chicagoans because all the
work upon it was dome here. The ode
Itself merita all that art can do to make
Ita message fumiliar to the eye and
heart of lovers of immortal verse. It
opens with the well-known lUnes—

This is the month, and this the happy marn,
Whereln the Bon of heav'n's Eternal King,
Of wedded Matd and Virgin Mather homn,
Our great redemption from abovs 414 bring:
For so the holy sages once did ning,

That he our deadly forfeit should releass,

And with his Father work us & perpetual

pease.

As Milton wrote “The Hymn to the
Nativity™ 1t ended with the 2Z7th stanza,
thus:

But see the Virgin blest
Hath laid her Babe to rest,
Time is our tedious song should here have
ending:;
Heav'n'# youngest teemed star
Hath fixed her polish’d car,
Her slesping Lond with handmald lamp at-
tending:
And ail about the courtly stable
Hright-harnessed angels ait In order service-
able.

In Mr. Beymour's large paper version
this stanea s given In hand-cut type as
follows:

Rut see, the Virgin blest

Hath Iald her Babe to rest:

Timg i our tedious song should here have
ending:;

Heaven's youngest teamed “mtar

Hath fixed her polished car,

Her sleeping Lord with band.made lamp at-

tending

And all about the courtly stable

Bright-harnessed angels sft In order service-
able.

Counting minor matters, such, &s
changes In hyphens, apostrophes, capital.
fzation and punctuation marks, there are
no less than elght departures In this
hand-cut verse from the accepted form of
Milton's concluding t linea. Bat all
other errors pale their ntellectual fires
before the gross s tution of the
“hand-madé lamp” for Milton mefaphor
of the star as & handmaid lamp attend-
ing upon the sleeping Babe.

This is surely one of the most curious
as well as ludicrous typographical blun-
ders ever perpetrated in a special de-
signed, hand-made work of artistic pre-
tensions. And what adds to Its humor is
that It was reproduced in the Christmas
number of the Critlc, New York's lterary
nuthority, without correction or com-
ment.

An Attenuated Good Story.

Bpringfleld Republean.

After-dinner speakers have a license to
repeat chesinuts, but they ought to at-
tefbute them to the right groves, so to
speak. Now, ex-Judge Howland, who ia
rather happy on his feet, ls acoused of
telling this aneedote at the Iate Lotos
Club dinner to Joseph H. Choate:

At a cerinin drawing-room In London
n guesi approached Mr, Choate, who was
in the conventional dress of the English
waiter, and sald: “Call me a cab.” "All
right,” sald Mr, Choate, "'if you wish (.
You're n cab.”

This s the complete ruln of a once
amusing story, authentically told of W.
8. Glibert. As the suthor of “The Pal-
ace of Trust” was standing on the steps
of a London house, where he had been as-
sisting at a social function, the Bishop of
London (we belleve It was Dr. Jackson),
‘also a guest, came oul. and, beckoning
to Mr. Glibert, whom he supposed to be
on duty for that purpose, sald: “Call me
s cab, my man'- Now the blshop was
remarkably plain of feature, and Mr, Gll-
bert replied: “With pleasure, my lord,
You are & cab. But a four-wheeler. I
couldn't call you a hansom.” That, now,
is & good story.

FPoor Kind of Saloon HReform.
New York Times.

That there are horrible abuses connected
with the saloon is clear, and that there
is great difference between them. The
abuses should be corrected -and the bad
saloons, as far as possible, should be
driven from business or restrained. But
to try to close the saloons of all sorts on
Sunday In order to accompliah the reform
of evils common to only a part of them
iz n fearful blunder. The sooner the
really plous people of the I:lu' unéﬂian
this fact the better for all concerned.

AMUSEMENTS

—

Frederick Warde and hiz fine company
ooncluded their engagement [n Portland
laxt night with a performance of “"King
Lear,”" which delighted the largest audi-
ence yeot gathered to hear them. Mr.
Warde does fine work In Lear, his (nter.
pretation of the varying stages of mental
unbalance with which the old min was af-
flioted being artistle In the extreme. Barry
Johnstone made much of the part of Ed-
gar, and Charies D. Herman made enough
of a rascal of Edmund. Miss May JFarde
as Cordella, Miss Virginia Drew Trescolt
as Gonerfl and Miss Antolnette Ashton as
Regun all 414 excellent work. The play
s'was beautifully mounted and costumed,

S“EBURGOMASTER"” TONIGHT.

Well-Knowna Comie Opera
Marquam.

Tonight at the Marquam Grand Theater
the modern musical comedy, “The Burgo-
master,” wiil opén an engagement, con-
tinuing Saturday night, with A special
matinee Saturday afternpon. ““The Bur-
gomaster” waa the most popular jolly Jin-
gle on tour |ast seasan. “T'he
Burgomaster” will be geen n an eD-
tirely new scende and costume gqutfit, and
the company s expensive, comprising Her-
bert Cawthomrne, the original Burgomas-
ter, seid to be by far the funnlest eccen-
tric Governor this opera has ever pos-
seasid;, Eugene Bandford s ‘'‘Doodle von
Kull,"” an Eastern German diaject ecom-
edlan, said to be a positive revelation In
the part; George Broderick !n his origin-
al role of “the Harlem Splder”; Harry de
Lorne, of comic opera fame, sa the brok-
en-down actor, E. Booth Talkington; Wil
Peters, Andy Lynam and J. 8. Murray;
Edith, Ylrrington and Ida Hawley are
still the two principal feminine wits of the
company, and are seconded by Sadle
Stockion, Madellne Winthrop will por-
tray the clubby roleg of M Splurger, The
sale of sefis has been very heavy.

ut the

“The Village Parson.”

The many lights and shades that are
constantly oceurring In human [Hfe will
Be truthfully reproduced In the production
of "The Village’ Parson,” which comes (o
Cordray’s. This play has been meeting
with great success In nll eitles where pre-
fented, and the numerous favorable com-
ments that have beeh accorded It have
been faitering. With a good cast and
new and complete mouynting, ““The Village
Parson™ compares with any of (he melo-
dramatic presentations of the current
season,

The Pollard Opera Company.

The sale of seata will open this morn-
Ing at M o'ciock for Pollard’'s Juvenlle
Australisn Opera Company, which opéns
At the Marquam Grand Theater next Mon-
day night. for one week, Including mati-
nees Wednesday and Baturday. Foriy of
the most talented children to ba found on
the stage constitute the Pollurd Juvenile
Company, which will present “"The
Gelsha'* for the opening bill Monday and
Tuesday nights, They are direst from
Australia, They pressnt a number of the
lateat musical comedies. They opensa
their American tour at the Tivoll in San
Francisco, Every plece is costumed and
mounted in tha best style, and the per-

formances are.perfect in every respect.

Where Is the Cournge and Honesty?

Philadeiphla Publle Ledger,

If the tazk of bringing about peace and
prosperity In the Philippines and of ex-
tablishing succesaful civil government in
the islands Is to be accomplished speedily,
the Senate must reverse the unwise action
of the House of Representatives on the
tariff gquestion, That the blll mposting full
Dingley rates, poss by the House, Ia
unreasonable |s apparent when it ls con-
aldered that thls country stands in the
position of guardiaun to the lalanders, and
a strong plen against the unwisdom of
such & policy may be found In the Taft
Commission's report. Under the heading,
“Tariff Relations with the Unlted States,™
the report says:

I Congresn will reducs by 30 pér cent the
United States duty on tobacco, hemp and sugar
and othér merchandise coming from thess iai-
ands, it I» certain that the trade betwesn them
and the United States under the new tariff will
increass by leaps snd bounds. Buch generosily
would much strengthen the bonds betwaen Lhe
Fllipino and American people and Is earmestly
recommended.

The Taft Commission Is composed of able
men, who, after a careful study of the
subject, certainly have the opportunity
for reaching s=ound conclusions. The
commiasion represents this Government in
the Islands, but the House of Represents-
tives repudiated the commission's most
important recommendation when It decid-
ed to stifle trade between this country
and the jslands and retard development
there. The Vieayan sugar planters have
already decided to send a memorial to
Congress protesting against the Impo-
sitlon of Dingley rates, and (helr protest
should not be ignored, When the subject
is under diseussion in'the Senate tnere
should be members courngeots and honest
enough among the Republicans to oppose
strenuously & narrow and unjust tourse
that, If persisted jn, will prove disastrous
in colonial management.

Two Machines in Opposition,
Atlanta Constitution,

President Roosevelt has political wit and
experience enough to kmow that his suc-
eess as President will depend upon the
co-operation and loyalty of his friends
whom he can personally trust. He has
decided wisely, therefore, to subsiltute
such friends for those upon whose lovalty
be has no clalm and whose real sentiments
toward himself he has some reason (o re-
gard with suspiclon. With wsuch con-
ditlons notorjously prevailing around
Washington, the country wlill not be sur-
prised to witness & battle royal for party

supremacy betwesn the President and the
erstwhile bosses of the machine.

Wil Neot Profqet Repudintors.
New Orleans Times-Democrat
Yeneaueln has besn trusting that the
Monroa Doctrine would be Interposed to
ahigld her from a German attack, but ahe
has already learned—as Roosevelt sald in
his maugural—that the Monroe Doctrine
18 not to be Invoked to save deblors, na-
tions or men, from paying thelr just in-
debtedness. The German Government will
t the Monroe Doctrine, but she will
collect her debt at one or more of the
Veneguelan custom-houses.

* 014 Kenturky Home. .
Btephen Collins Foster.
'nu sun shines bright In the old Kentoeky
home
"Tis Bummer, the darkies are gay:
The cormn-top's ripe and the mendow’s In the
bloom,
While iMe birds make music all the day
The young foiks roll en the littls cabin floor,
All morry, all happy and bright:
By-'n'-by hard times comes a-knocking at the

door;
Then my ol Kentucky home, good night!

Weep no more, my lady,
O weep no more today!
We will sing one song for the old Kentucky

home,
For the old Kentucky home, far away,
-
They bunt no mare for the 'possum and the

coon,
On the meadow, the hill and the shore;
They sing no more by the gilmmer of the moon
On the bénch by the old cabin door.
The day goes by like a shadow o'er the heart
With sorrow, where all was delight;
The time has come when the darkiss have to

part —
Then my ol Kentueky homse, good night!
The head must Bow, and the back will have ta
band

Wheraver the darky may go;

A few more days, and the troubls all will end,
In the flald where the sugar-canss grow.

A few more days for to tote the weary load—
No matter, "twill never be light:

A few more days till we tofter on tha road—
Then, my old Kemtucky home. good n_:tg‘hz:

w-panmmrh&:r
O weep po more today!
We will sing one song for the old Kentucky

i

home,
For the old Kentucky home, far sway.

NOTE AND COMMENT.

—
Jeffries and Sharkey are about to pull
off & 3-round talking match.

lowa hasn't had & Cabinet appointment
for several days. What's the matter with
lowa?

It is reported that the Parlsians are to
have cheap gas, Is there Lo be
Dreyfus trial?

another

If Croker doesn’t go home pretty soon
he will be unable 1o ger 4 seat at the
roronation.

Poets who continually sing of blue skics
these days must be affected with acute
eolor blindness,

Kalser WHhelm has requested  Miss
Roosevell tq christen bis American-bulit
yacht., Hoch der Kalser.

The editor of the Commoner continues
to saw wood and drive his $30 helfsr to
and from the pasture.

The Navy Department cannot decide om
a figurehead for the battle-ship Missouri
Bomething showy would be appropriate.

')lnnf‘y thiks, and a conteat for a =ent In

Congress between Cornclius Vanderbily
and Perry Belmont will be a k-
quacious affalr,

very

—— -

The discovery that Hfe |x an electro-

dynamic principle accounts for the shock-

ing lives whose detalls are recorded by
the yellow press,

Rev. Charles M. Bheldon s now writlng
poetry. He seems to have broken utterly
away from the cxample he has been pro-
feasing to follow,

Strong tides are alwaye settirg for and
fgainst the Nicarngusn Canal, but” thero
seems to be no prospect of a tlde that
shall set through it.

Colonel Watterson sees victory in the
alr. The Colonei will soon be scndlag to
Parlx to have Santos-Dumont draw ap
plane sgd specifications for him.

is writlng his autoblog-
raphy. If he writes In his usual vein he
will probably have a Tively libel =uit
against himself when the work s pub-
lished.

Mark Twain

. —

The new members of Congross who are
discreet continue to heed the maxim which
bids them repalr In the direction of the
vanishing peint and strike attitudes of
semi-repose.

It is announced that two unlversities for
women will be opened next vear, at
Tokio, Jupan, and the other nt Moscow,

ofe

The Russian university for women has
been endowed by a wenlthy merchant, M,
Astraknoff, with 500000 rubles, It wiii
contain for the present only three aca-
demical foculties—medical, mathematical
and physical aclence. The Russian Min-
Ister of Education, whose sympathy hus
Ween gained, casnot see his way as yet

to the concession of & legal faculiy.

The Board of Heluth of Jersey Clty hes
decreed that hereafter no discarded cigar
butis shall be gathered up in the streets
or publie places and made over for a sec-
ond sale to the public, A penailty Is to be
Imposed upon any one who collects, re-
makes or scils tobaoco of this character.
Dr. McQlll, president of the board, de-
clares that this measure s absolutely de-
manded fir the protection of the publie
health. “I belleve this tobacco to be &
frultful source of disease,”" he adds. Thera
are a number of persons whom this or-
der will put out of business,

“A good many peoplo seem to think that
the New Year's sweur-off custom s all

taik,” sajd the loguacious Philadeiphia
bartender as he twirled a spoon In a
tall glass filled with yellowish fluld “In

reality It !s a very serious matter, as the
cash register will show. If these fellows
who stop short when the clock strikes 12
would only stick to their resolutions, the
dealer In wet goods would have to shut up
ehop and go out of business. The trouble
with them Is they don't atick. Their
periods of sobristy last from two daoys
to two maonths—seldom longer than that
The first week of the new year always
shows a blg drop in the bar receipts. It
Is the low-water mark. After that bus-
inens picks up graduanily until along in the
latter purt of February you might think
that there never had been such a thing us
e New Year's swear-ofl.”

“There were two Smart Alecks on my
car yesterday,” says a Philadelphia car
conductor, “and thelr game was to scafe
people Into thinking that they were just
recovering from smallpox. They talked
loudly about [t for the bepefit of the other
pasengers, and the mores nervous obes,
especially the women, began to grow ap-
prehensive. ‘Yesn,' sald one, “‘my case was
a pretty bad one, the doctors sald' ‘“So
war mine,' replled the other fellow, °Lt
seems good to get out of the Municipal
Hospital, doesn’t It? ‘That's what Is
does,” sald the first one. Sitling next to
them was a man who had been taking it
all in. At this poini he leaned over and
sald, Say, when did you fellows get out™
‘Only yesterday,” loudly remarked one of
the kidders. 'ls that eo!' exclalmed the
mun. ‘So did 1. What ward were you
in?” Well, say, those fellows jumped off
the car as though it had been struck by
lightning, and you couldn’t see their heels
for dust.”

-~

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

Her Mistake —“And she didn't think she
would like golf at all?™ “No. Ehe had a
strange ides that plalds would nut become
her. " —Puck.

Not Exactly What Bhe Wanted —""Georged
dmar, what did you ever see [n me that made
¥OuU WaNL 10 marTy me?™" “1T'm blest if I know,
darling."—Chicago Tribune

Not Sennitive.—Parke—1 makes a polnt of al-
ways telllng my wife the truth about mysaif.
Lans—1 suppose she s n woman who |sa't
emsily shocked —Detrolt Fres Press

Edith—I want to tell you somethirg, Heriha.
Mr. Swostser t2lls me he loves me. Bertha—
Oh, T wouldn’t Ist that trouble me: Fred al-
ways was eccentric —Hoston Transcript.

No Flattery.—Mins FHoamley—I underatand
you 40 very hamdsome work amd make very
protty pictaren. Photographer—Yes'm, but [
ecould give you an exact likeness If you wish.—
l"'hyu-dlrls'lhll Press,

Guest (!mpatiently}—Say, walter, how long
bave you been employed here? Waitsr— Bout
o week, sah, Guest—Obh, I» that all! Thea [
must have given my onder to some other wall-
er —Chicagn Dally News.

Hard Drinkers.—'“They @y that heauntiful iIt-4
tle lake whers we went a fow Summers ago is
nearly all drisd wup.”” ““Well, that's probabiy
the result of so many lourists passing there to
drink Ia itz beauty.” —-Fhiladelvhia Evening
Bulletin.

Miss Pretty—1 don't ses how you whistis
through your fingers that way. [ could never
d4n it n the world Mr. Goodheart (wishing
to compliment her delicate little hands)—No,
Miss Pretty, If you shoul try it your whale
hand would slip Into your mouth —Tit-Blta

A Good Thing,—""Did you say that balr pe-
storer s & good hingT” asked the pstron.
“Yea,” answered the barber, with some slight
hesttation; “‘It's & good thing. We sell sevoral
bottles a week'" “'But how do you know IW'a
a good { T “Becayse the profit on every

bottle s TS cemts.""—Washington Star.




