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"STRANGE EFFECTS, AFTER THE
3IOON."

The new "Bacon cipher," alleged to
have been discovered in Shakespeare,
has no relation to the subject-matt- er

of the dramas, but is based on the man-

ner In which they are printed., It. is
not a word cipher, but a cipher made up
by typographical devices that is to
say, by use of different founts of 'type.
You find letters here and there, in
founts different from the fotmt of the
general text, and putting them together
you get words and sentences; and these
words and sentences contain strange
revelations. They show that Bacon
claims the authorship of the Shakes-
peare dramas; that Bacon was the son
of Queen Elizabeth and the Earl of
Leicester, and that he left the record

" of his knowledge of the fact in this
cipher, with many other wonderful
things. But this method of printing
was used only in the first collected edi-

tion of Shakespeare's plays, known as
the first folio, which edition, it is as-

sumed for the purpose of this revela-
tion, was edited letter by letter by Ba- -

" con himself, since no one else could be
let Into his secret, which, however, he
trusted posterity might discover.

All this is sufficiently fanciful and
fatuous. One may prove in the same
way that Bunyan wrote the Paradise
Lost and that Miltcn wrote the Pil-
grim's Progress. One, moreover, may
prove anything else he wants to prove,
but of either work, by use of different
founts of type in printing the texts.
But how happens It that the type of
the first folio of Shakespeare has these
peculiarities? Types then were clum-
sily made, and the typographical art, as
one may see from books of the time,
was a wonderful hodge-podg- e or med-
ley. Different founts were often Inter-
mingled, and every page had a piebald
appearance. It is shown that this same
cipher method can be derived from
early editions of Ben Jonson's plays,
from Burton's Anatomy of Melancholy,
and from divers other books of the time.
Besides, in this new Baconian revela-
tion the difference In the founts Is
often admittedly so obscure, if they
exist at all, that the microscope only
can detect them; and such differences
might frequently be the consequence of
injury to type that had been usedmore
or less.

This new "discovery' therefore, seems
the clearest product of literary lunacy
yet developed among the devotees of
the Baconian 'theory. The
craze seems finally to have run to seed.
Tou take your theory, you assume as
facts certain things you want to prove;
and then you proceed to pick letters up
here and there from the pages of the
author selecting letters or Words print-
ed in type that shows peculiarities and
differences to prove them. Tou can
make up in this way any story you
require; and it will be especially easy
to make It up if you take books that
were printed three hundred years ago.

THE STRANGE CASE OF GERMANY.
.Germany emerges from Its holiday

diversions with a heavy heart "Von
Bulow to the Diet and Thlelmann to
the Reichstag unfolded tales of woe
that vied with each other In present
hard luck and gloomy forebodlnga

There are three things, not to exhaust
the subject in one sitting, that are the
matter with Germany, and they "are
worth considering. Not that any profit
could be derived from them-- , in this
country we know too muchrbut it may
stir a patriotic pride to reflect upon the
dumbness of the German mind as con-

trasted with American acumen. There-
fore, gentle reader, stand by!

They have an odd idea over in Ger-
many that nothing makes people so
loyal and contented as an Immense
standing army and 'the incessant' dis-
play of authority. If people offend you,
call them down hard. If Admirals or
Generals talk on the side of the Navy
Department, well and good. If on the
other side, reprimand them. Thus they
will grow In love and pride for their
calling. If the public rebels, command
it to stop. Any unpopular act of ad-

ministrationcall it "a closed Incident,
Close it and sit on the safety valve.
This Is peace and contentment in Ger-
many.

They also think in Germany that no
one should do anything the government
can do for him. They have theorists
who Jong to see all "publio utilities,"
whatever that means, In government
hands, especially railroads and tele-
graphs. "Von Bulow lets a little light
into this system. The revenue from the
state-aide- d railroads, he said, fell con-
siderably short of the estimates, and

the whole results of the financial year
were disappointing. The ouUook for the
coming year is worse yet. They have
to build houses for government em-

ployes to live In, and large sums must
be. borrowed,, fojr use of the state rail-
roads. The establishment of official-
dom grows by what It feeds on In Ger-
many.

Another eccentric idea they have in
Germany that the way to get rich Is
to tax yourself. High tariffs, the gi-

gantic brain of Bismarck apprehended
and passed on to posterity, will be the
making of everybody. Tax bread, that
will make" the farmer contented. Tax
manufactures, that will please the man-
ufacturers. If this isn't enough, tax
everybody and pay bounties. Thus you
will build up some such prodigious de-

gree of prosperity as today draws to
Germany the attention of all eyes. If
they complain, have recourse to the
same treatment. Double the dose and
shorten the time.

They know all about these things in
Germany, for creating contentment by
compulsion and supporting government
by unprofitable railroads and telegraphs
and getting richer by increasing taxa-
tion has brought to It a ripe experi-
ence which is necessarily denied to
younger nations with fresher natural
resources and auspicious accidents of
soil and climate. A fool for luck.

THE LEAST IT CAN DO.

One of the interesting phenomena of
modern social evolution is the Increas-
ing development of local governments
and the comparative subordination of
National government. The drift to cit-
ies has revolutionized our National life,
and left the inhabitants of crowded mu-
nicipalities almost helpless in the face
of strange and overwhelming problems.
Most of the concerns and activities of
the average citizen's life relate govern-mental- ly

to his city rather than hist
Nation. This Is one reason- - why our
cities are so engulfed in corruption. .In-
telligent patriotism has had to arm
itself by slow degrees.

Now, it is one of the unfortunate inci-
dents of this development that while the
city has to do nearly everything for
the individual that government can
properly do, the Nation retains control
of the easy and scientific modes of rais-
ing revenue, leaving to the city noth-
ing but the oppressive though honest
device of direct taxation. While state
and city governments everywhere are
crippled for lack of funds and taxpay-
ers grcan under their burdens, the Fed
eral Treasury has money to "burn, and
Congres3 Is at its wits' end to reduce
the surplus. Here In Portland we need
money the worst way to substitute
earth fills for elevated roadways, im-
prove the streets, hire more policemen,
buy a fireboat and a water tower, fit up
the parks and build schoolhouses.

Inasmuch as we can't change the ap-

portionment of taxation devices adopted
at Philadelphia in 1787 (the Constitution
is doubtless inspiredly infallible on this
as on other heads), the Federal Govern-
ment ought to assist In whatever way
It can to equalize this unequal burden.
It can do this in three ways. One is by
the care and the honesty to avoid ex-
travagant and useless expenditures.
Another is by doing what It can In the
way of legitimate internal Improve-
ments for buildings, waterways and
arid, lands. Retrenchment is all right
when applied to improper objects "of

National undertaking. But with ex--
haustlesa' sources of revenue and over-
running Treasury, In application to the
country's legitimate needs retrenchment
ceases to be a virtue and becomes a

a man can pay pretty heavy di-

rect taxes to his state and city if he
Is prosperous. He can pay 5100 a year
when he Is doing well much more easily
than he can pay $10 when he Wasn't got
it and canyt earn It The least the Gov-
ernment, through Congress, can do Is
to take all the burdens It can off from
buslnesa All business Is hampered, di-

rectly or Indirectly, by unnecessarily
high tariffs. Commerce suffers from
the exactions of duties, manufactures
suffer for lack of raw materials, labor
suffers for lack of employment. "We
can't export unless we Import, we can't
manufacture unless we can buy raw
materials as cheaply as our competitors
and find foreign markets, we can't get
jobs or professional fees unless some-
body Is making money at trade or man-
ufacture so as to hire us. We can
worry along with, our .increased munici-
pal expenditures, If the Government
will let us have our sugar and tea,
clothing and tobacco, relieved of some
of the extra cost now put upon them
by unnecessary tariffs. Municipal re-

form is partly waiting on tariff revision.

A POUTICAIi CZAR.
Mr. Bryan's picture of Andrew Jack-

son as an Illustration of steadfastness
In his adherence to Democratic princi-
ples is proof that Mr. Bryan is not fa-

miliar with the history of the "Hero of
New Orlean," who was always true to
ono party, viz: to Andrew Jackson.
Jackson was an imperious man, law
unto himself. While he was elected "to
renew the policy of Jefferson In the
Government," he never hesitated to
trample the most venerated traditions
of the Democratic party under his feet.
He personally disliked Jefferson, who
dreaded and detested him as a "man
of violent temper and imperious will'
This was a view Jefferson formed of
Jackson when he was serving as United
States Senator from Tennessee. The
moment Jackson was elected he showed
his contempt for "the. policy, of Jeffer-
son" by appointing to his Cabinet John
M. Berrien, a distinguished Federalist
of Georgia. Then Jackson appointed
Louis McLane, of Delaware, a Federal-
ist of the strongest cast, Minister to
England, then Secretary of the Treas-
ury, and finally. Secretary of State.
Then he appointed Levi Woodbury, an-

other old Federalist, to the Navy De-
partment. Roger B. Taney, a Federal-
ist, was made Attorney-Genera- l. James
Buchanan, who was sent as Minister to
Russia, was another old Federalist.

Jackson never cared a button" about
"Jeffersonian principles." He boasted
that he never "deserted a friend for pol
icy s sake," and he freely forgave a
man any error of past political belief If
he thought the man was "true to Jack-
son." He honored men and he decapi-
tated them not for political but for
personal reasons. He turned his back
on Calhoun, not because of any political
reason, but because of purely personal
difference. Calhoun had denounced
Jackson's conduct when he (Calhoun)
was Secretary of War under Monroe,
and Calhoun would not bend to Jack-
son's wishes in the matter of Mrs.
Eaton. No man who Is familiar with
Jackson's career can doubt that
whether he was right or wrong, he
never troubled his head about "Jeffer-
sonian principles" or about the tenets of
the Democratic party. He defied his
party, drove many of its leading men.
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like Tyler, over to the Whigs, and from
first to last his administration was a
purely personal administration. Had
he not been a natrlotle man. a truthful
man and a man whose honest instincts
kept him within bounds, he would have
been a very dangerous, destructive man.
But, fortunately, while he was fre-
quently wrdng-heade- d, his heart was
manly and true.

But Jackson was sui generis. He
party but "Jackson,,'; he was

as completely the party when he was
President as Louis XIV was the state.
There never was a man in American
public life who was eo entirely Inde-
pendent of partyqrestraints as Jackson.
His only test was the.personal one,
"Are you a Jackson man?" and so long
as you were a Jackson man you 'were
welcome, but If you had ever criticised
Jackson in the past or disapproved of
any of his actions, there was no place
for you in Jackson's esteem. Nothing Is
more absurd than to talk about "Jack-sonia- n

principles," for Jackson never
had any "principles" beyend a deter-
mination to impose his personal will on
everybody he met. It Is absurd to talk
about "Jackscnlan Democrats," for De-
mocracy only meant to Jackson abso-
lutely unswerving personal and polit-
ical loyalty to Andrew Jackson. Jack-
son had the Imperious temper of a Na-
poleon, and no man under our free In-

stitutions played the part of a political
Czar as long and as successfully as An-

drew Jackson.

SAFETY IN DELAY".

An Impressive exhibit in the careless-
ness with which an isthmian canal has
been considered in this country could
be made up from recent utterances of
those who ought to know better, but
have made most illuminative errors.
The Walker Commission says it Is of no
consequence that Panama Is In the belt
of calms, because steam Is so rapidly
displacing sail a thing' fit only to tell
to the marines. The New York Even-
ing Post, despite all the activity of the
Huntington and allied Interests for the
Panama Canal, undertakes to scout
railroad sympathy for Panama, because
that is the shortest and most easily con-

structed route.
Remarkable exploits In logic are per-

formed by the canal's apparent friends.
Hepburn, for example, would dismiss
the Panama people peremptorily be-
cause their drop from J109.000.000 to
$40,000,000 looks suspicious. Of course,
the French company puts Its price low
in hope of cleaning up something out
of the hundreds of millions already
spent This offer Is about the first
square thing it has done. Another of
Hepburn's breaks Is to promise that
American shlps.can go free through the
canal while the British must pay toll,
and still another Is his curious logic
that the Panama Company's hard luck
shows the project can safely be entrust-
ed only to Government hands.

One of the brightest things in all the
canal galaxy of wit and wisdom Is the
Panama plea In the name of economy.
The Walker Commission estlmatea
Nicaragua at $189,864,062, and Pamana
at $144,233,353. Now, If we pay the
Frenchmen $40,000,000, the Panama af-
fair will cost us $184,233,353, or $5,630,704
less than the one at Nicaragua. Hence
the Panama advocates lift their hands
In horror at the thought of spending an
extra $5,000,000, to say nothingof Ihe
odd $630,704. If there are any. sane men
in Congress, do they not know that
these estimates are all guesswork, most
of them what the 'Frenchmen naively
call "intuitlvo estimates"? Nobody
knows how Jcng it will take to lay the
foundations of either the Conchuda or
Bohlo dams. Nobody knows what we
shall have to pay Nicaragua .or Costa
Rica on the one hand or Colombia on
the other. Nobody knows how much
dredging will be needed at Greytown or
replacement of laborers killed off by
tropic fever at Panama. To set down in
dollars and cents the cost of cither
canal and base conclusive arguments
upon them is an absurdity transparent
to none more than to the commissioners
Who have been over the ground and at
every step In their report point out the
uncertainties of time and expense.

The time has probably gone by when
one should give way to Indignation at
those who, like Cannon, Ecret and im-
placable foes but pretended supporters
of the canal, rise In the Congress of the'
United States to say without a blush
that there is no hurry in this matter,
"that nothing will be gained by expedi-
tion or lost by delay. Indignation at
the duplicity of such creatures is hardly
opportune. It is about fifty years be-
hind the times. They deserve at the
hands of a united and prosperous coun-
try nothing less than pity and con-
tempt There has been no hurry about
the canal these 400 years since Colum-
bus planned It, these 125 years of Amer-
ican Presidents and Secretaries com-
mitted to it No, Mr. Cannon, let there
be no unseemly haste. Do not disturb
yourself. The canal will do quite as
well if built a thousand years or so
from now, when oblivion will have
kindly rescued from Well-earn- igno-
miny the Benedict Arnolds of American
commerce.

The celebration of "Jackson day"
recalls thcfact that the terrible defeat
suffered by the British troops was due
to the rashness and impatience of Sir
Edward Pakenham, their commander.
Pakenham, who was the brother-in-la- w

of Wellington, commanded the English
division that broke the French center
at Salamanca, where the Iron Duke ter-
ribly defeated Marshal Marmont Af-
ter Napoleon's abdication in 1814 Gen-
eral Pakenham was sent with an army
of Wellington's veterans to capture
New Orleans. Professor Sumner, In his
"Life of Jackson,'" describes Jackson's
position as utterly Indefensible against
attack on the west bank of the river,
where the flank of Jackson's army was
without protection.' The moment Pak--
enham's batteries had be.en established
on the west bank they would have com-
manded Jackson's camp and works en
the east bank. Pakenham saw his ad-
vantage, but in his rashness and

threw It away. He ordered
his troops to attack Jackson on both
sides of the river at daylight, but, grow-
ing impatient at the slowness with
which Colonel Nicholls, who commanded
the assault on the. west bank, acted,
he gave the signal for the frontal as-
sault on Jackson's works before Nich-
olls was In position to attack. The re-

sult was that 800d British charged in
close columns right up to a breastwork
defended by 5000 riflemen and were
quickly repulsed with a loss of over 000

men. After Pakenham's premature
assault "in front had wrecked his army
Colonel Nicholls attacked and easily
gained all that he was expected to win
on the west bank. But It was too late.
The flower- - of Pakenham's troops had
fallen, including himself and his two
leading subordinates. If Pakenham had
been opposed to European troops, he

never would have charged Jackson's
intrenchments In front, but the'inllitary
ignorance shown by Jackson in placing
his army in a position where its flank
was in the air and could be turned led
him to underestimate the quality of
Jackson's troops, who were all as deadly
marksmen as the Boers. It was the
same recklessness that cost the British
so dear at Bunker Hill. If the British
at Bunker Hill htfd attacked the posi-
tion on the flank, they could have
turned It as easily In the first assault
as they did In the third. Contempt for
his foe led Howe to attack in front, and
the same contempt for his foe led Pak-enha-

who knew the story of Bunker
Hill, to repeat at New Orleans Howe's
bloody blunder. Jackson's false posi-
tion would have ruined him If Faken-ha- m

had possessed ordinary military
prudence.

"Not only boys, but many girls," says
Mrs. L. H". Addlton, of the W. C. T. U.,
"arc addicted to the cigarette habit"
This statement, from a careful, consci-
entious woman, who has had abundant
opportunity to know whereof she
speaks. Is more than startling It Is
shocking. A habit at once so pernicious
and so disgusting as that of the inhala-
tion and exhalation of cigarette smoke
Is sufficiently reprehensible and alarm-
ing when confined to those who spend
much of their time lii the open air, and
whose moral sense may be. blunted
somewhat without utter demolition or
total obscuration. But that young
girls, even In relatively limited num-
bers, with their finer, sensibilities and
more susceptible nervous and physical
systems, are falling into eo debasing a
habit constitutes a menace to the race
that cannot be ignored. In this view a
vigorous crusade against cigarettes,

conducted, should receive the
earnest encouragement of all good citi-
zens. It may be well also for parents,
an 1 perhaps especially mothers, to or-

ganize themselves Into private vigilance
committees for the purpose of defending
their households from this subtle men-
ace as well as for eradicating the evil
If, unfortunately. It has obtained a foot-
hold therein. Criminologists, humani-
tarians and moralists who have made
special study of the matter are prac-
tically unanimous in' the belief that
cigarette smoking is the basis of much
of the youthful degeneracy that Is rep-
resented in prisons filled with young
men, and of the Irresponsibility and

that keeps hundreds of
others on the dangerous verge of crime
jor social vice. This estimate is worthy
of the consideration of all who have
charge of ' growing boys and girls In
this age of juvenile precocity, enlarged
opportunity and Increasing freedom
from parental restraint

The School Board is proceeding in a
very plain and equitable manner vIth
the business of the district This busi-
ness Is .distinctly the taxpayer's busi-
ness, and a plain understanding of It In
detail Is desirable. Indeed, It Is neces-
sary. If taxpayers are to vote intelli-
gently upon matters of vital concern to
the property and educational Interests
of the district, at the annual meeting.
There Is abundant precedent to prove
that those who by the payment of taxes
maintain the public schools are willing
to vote a sufficient sum for their sup-
port on the basis of true economy, which
will not In any manner Interfere with
the efficiency of the schools. The large
sumB invested In public school buildings
and the employment year after year of
a competent corps of teachers at a cost
In aggregate of many thousands of do-
llars, Is conclusive evidence of the truth
of this statement Given the estimates,
properly Itemized, and there Is little rea-
son to fear that the funds necessary
to meet them, If reasonable and just,
will not be forthcoming through a suff-
icient levy upon the property of the dis-

trict Let those. Interested carefully
scan the estimates which the School
Board promises to furnish In ample time
for this purposepappear at the annual
meeting and speak and Vote upon their
findings, or hold their peace for the en-
suing year, remembering that to growl
In the face of a tax levy once ordered
is both futile and foolish.

There Is an element of pity In Wade's
plea for executive clemency. "He Is so
young," he pleads, and If the sentence
of death Is carried out he will only sur-
vive his 21st birthday three days. It is
indeed pitiful that a man should have
so abused his privileges and opportuni-
ties as to come to the gallows upon at-
taining his majority. A feature In this
case not the less pitiful Is that another
man but little past his majority was
forced to die. innocent of any crime,
and with a life of usefulness and prom-
ise Just opening before him. Summing
up, a Just executive will no doubt find
the balance of pity in favor of James B.
Morrow, even as did a sober-mind-

Jury. -

The railway tunnel accident on the
New York Central, It Is said, could not
have happened had the motor been elec-
tricity instead of steam. Volumes of
smoke from the locomotives obscured
the signal lights, and the collision, with
Its Incidents of horror and loss of life,
resulted. The disaster can scarcely fall
to give prominence to the efforts that
are being made to substitute electricity
for steam In suburban traffic where
the latter Is now employed.

It Is quite natural that Senators
should be apprehensive lest two-thir-

of the states should demand popular
election of Senators. The reason is not
only that the nt Senate
would be made the servant of the peo-
ple, but that It would cease to be a
junta of political bosses.

Mr. Williamson's avouchment has
made many men very happy. It is a
relief to them to know that he is not a
rh'al for their particular plum.

The Mayor of Spokane says that the
morals of Seattle are not up to the
standard. That Is because he is not up
in the thrift of Seattle morals.

The Astorlan prints an article to
prove that Portland Is no financial cen-
ter. That honor, we suppose, It re-

serves for Astoria.

Bryan again reminds us that silver
Is not dead. But the declaration Is
made this time to remind us that Bryan
sUll lives.

Natural gas has been discovered at
Everett, so that that city Is In a fair
way to become a rival of Seattle.

If the Legislature were now In ses-
sion, the Farmers' Congress might be
an Influential lobby.

China would also like to hove an ex-
clusion law of her own, but that's "an-

other story.

I
A FIRS'iVCLASS RETRACTION.

New York Times.
The publication In the Times on Sun-

day of a foolish and unwarrantable dis-

patch concerning the possibility of
trouble between the United States and
Germany over the attempt of the Ger-
mans to collect with warships moner ow-
ing them by Venezuela has called forth
the following comment from our neighbor,
the New York Journal:

On theorist page the New York Times yes-

terday appeared 'a Washington dispatch, head-
ed: "Possibility of a War With the German
Empire." The alleged possibility rested on
the disturbances In Venezuela. It was assert-
ed that our Government had the chances of a
clash with Germany constantly In tnlnd and
was preparing for It.

Sensational Journalism may be either good or
bad. It appears to us that this Is distinctly
sensational Journalism of the bad kind. The
statement that we are contemplating the pos-
sibility of a war with Germany can be pro-
ductive of nothing but mischief. Of course. It
Is well to make all European powers under-
stand that none of them can acquire territory
In America without fighting the United States.
A thorough understanding of this general prin-
ciple must promote peace. vBut there is no ex-
cuse for singling out Germany, as Jf the Mon-
roe Doctrine were Invented expressly for her.

These observations are judicious and
sensible. The censure which they convey
Is fully deserved by the Times. It Is
not the policy or the nractlce nf tho
Times to give place to baseless and mis
chievous reports; to which category the
Washington dispatch In question clearly
belongs. The conductors of the Times
endeavor faithfully to use due diligence
to exclude false news and noxious trash
from Its column. By one of those acci-
dents or oversights which sometimes baf-
fle the Intentions of finite men. this
Washington dispatch about Germany got
into tin columns of the Times. For the
harm It has dyne we feel more regret
than we can express. As our neighbor
the Evening Post justly says. "It Is not
creditable to a respectable newspapor
that It should publish a. dispatch from
Washington, as the Times did yesterday,
representing that there is danger of war
between Germany and the United States
over the complications in Venezuela.
There is on utter lack of evidence to
support such a sensation." The Times
doe3 not willingly or with Intent do
things not creditable to It or likely to Im-
pair Its reputation or diminish the con-
fidence of Its readers In the correctness
of Its news and the conservatism of Its
principles.

We accordingly declare that it Is with-
in the knowledge of this newspaper that
the relations between Germany and the
United States are wholly amicable and
that the belief In their continuance Is
based upon reasons of unusual validity.
The procedures of Germany In her prep-
arations to compel Venezuela to keep
faith expose her neither to roproach nor
to suspicion on our part They have not
been taken In disregard of precedent or
of the accepted principles of interna-
tional law. Not only has she done noth-
ing in contravention of, the Monroe Doc-
trine, but It may be said that her cour-
teous and friendly communications to our
Government advance that doctrine one
step further toward universal acceptance
as a part of the unquestioned law of na-
tions. We have no reason to regard Ger-
many save as a good friend; and the
Times wishes to make Its disclaimer of
the unfortunate Washington dispatch to
which we have referred as broad and un-
reserved as language can make it

HAND-MAD- E LITERARY BLUNDER

Chicago Record-Heral- d.

Among the decorative books of the year
that have attracted more than ordinary
attention because of their beauty or
uniqueness of design, the large paper
print of Milton's "On the Morning of
Christ's Nativity" has been of especial
Interest to Chlcagoans because all tho
work upon It was done here. The ode
Itself merits all that art can do to mako
Its message familiar to the eye and
heart of lovers of Immortal verse. It
opens with the well-know- n lines
This Is tho month, and this the happy morn.
Wherein the Bon of beavn's Eternal King,
Of wedded Maid and Virgin Mother born.
Our great redemption from above did bring;
For so tho holy pages once did sing.

That he our deadly forfeit should release.
And lth his Father work us a. perpetual

peace.
Ah Milton wrote "The Hymn to the

Nativity" it ended with the 27th stanza,
thus:
But see the Virgin blest
Kath laid her Babe to rest

Time Is our tedious song should here have
ending:

Heav'n'i youngest teemed star
Hath fixed her pollsh'd car.

Her sleeping Lord with handmaid lamp at-
tending:

And all about the courtly stable
Bright-harnesse- d angels sit In order service-

able.

In Mr. Seymour's large paper version
this stanza Is given In hand-c- type as
follows:
But sec, the Virgin blest
Hath laid her Babe to rest;
Time Is our tedious song should here have

ending; ,
Heaven's youngest teemed star
Hath fixed her polished car.

Her sleeping Lord with hand-mad- e lamp at-
tending;

And all about the courtly stable
Bright-harnesse- d angels sit in order service-

able. ".
Counting minor matters, such , as

changes in hyphens, apostrophes, capital-
ization and punctuation marks, there are
no less than 'eight departures in this
hand-cu- t verse from the accepted form of
MHton's concluding eight lines. But all
other errors pale their ynlntellcctual fires
before the gross" substitution of the
"hand-mad- e lamp" for Milton metaphor
of tho star as a handmaid lamp attend-
ing upon the sleeping Babe.

This is surely one of the moBt curious
as well as ludicrous typographical blun-
ders ever perpetrated in a special de-
signed, hand-mad- e work of artistic pre-
tensions. And what adds to Its humor is
that it was reproduced In the Christmas
number of the Critic, New York's literary
authority, without correction or com-
ment .

An Attenuated Good Story.
Springfield Republican.

After-dinn- speakers have a license to
repeat chestnuts, but they ought to at
tribute them to the right groves, so to
speak. Now, Howland, who Is
rather happy on his feet. Is accused of
telling this anecdote at the late Lotos
Club dinner to Joseph H. Choate:

At a certain drawing-roo- In London
a guest approached Mr. Choate, who was
In the conventional dress of the English
waiter, and said: "Call me a cab." "All
right," said Mr. Choate, "if you wish it"
You're a cab."

This Is the complete ruin of a once
amusing story, authentically told of W.
S. Gilbert As the author of "The Pal-
ace of Trust" was standing on the steps
of a London house, where he had been as-

sisting at a social function, the Bishop of
London (we believe It was Dr. Jackson).
al30 a guest, came out. and, beckoning
to Mr. Gilbert, whom he supposed to bo
on duty for that purpose, said: "Call me
a cab, my man."- - Now the bishop was
remarkably plain of feature, and Mr. Gil-

bert replied: "With pleasure, my lord.
You are a cab. But a four-wheel- I
couldn't call you a hansom." That, now,
Is a good story.

Poor Kind of Saloon Reform.
New York Times.

That there are horrible abuses connected
with the saloon Is clear, and that there
Is great difference between them. The
abuses should be corrected and the bad
saloons., as far as possible, should be
driven from business or restrained. But
to try to close the saloons of all sortB on
Sunday In order to accomplish the reform
of evils common to only a part of them
Is a fearful blunder. The sooner the
really ploUs people of the city understand
this fact tho better for all concerned.

AMUSEMENTS.

Frederick Warfie and his fine company
concluded their engagement in Portland
last night with a performance of "King
Lear," which delighted the largest audi-
ence yet gathered to hear them. Mr.
Warde does fine work in Lear, his inter-
pretation of the varying stages of mental
Unbalance with which the old man was af-
flicted being artistic In the extreme. Barry
Johnstone made much of the part of Ed-
gar, and Charles D. Herman made enough
of a rascal of Edmund. Miss May iVarde
as Cordelia, Miss Virginia Drew Trescott
as Gonerll and Miss Antoinette Ashton as
Regan all did excellent work. The play
Was beautifully mounted and costumed.

"BURGOMASTER" TONIGHT.
Well-Knov- rn Comic Opera at the

Merqnara.
Tonight at the Marquam Grand Theater

thg modern musical comedy, "The Burgo-
master," will open an engagement, con-
tinuing Saturday night, with a special
matinee Saturday afternoon. "The Bur-
gomaster" was the most popular jolly jin-
gle on tour last season. "The
Burgomaster" will be seen In an en-

tirely new scenic and costume outfit, and
the company Is expensive, comprising Her-
bert Cawthorne, the original Burgomas-
ter, said to be by "far the funniest eccen-
tric Governor this opera has ever pos-
sessed; Eugene Bandford is "Doodle von
Kull," an Eastern German dialect com-
edian, said to be a positive revelation lri
the part; George Broderlck in his origin-
al role of "the Harlem Spicier"; Harry dc
Lome, of comic opera fame, as the broken-d-

own actor, E. Booth Talklngton; Will
Peters, Andy Lynam and J. S. Murray;
Edith. Yfirrlngton and Ida Hawlcy are
still the two principal feminine wits of the
company, and are seconded by Sadie
Stockton. Madeline Winthrop will por-
tray the clubby role of Mrs. Splurger. The
sale of seats has been very heavy.

"The Village Parson."
The many lights and shades that arc

constantly occurring in human life will
be truthfully reproduced In the production
of"The Village Parson," which comes to
Cordray's. This play has been meeting
with great success In all cities where pre-
sented, and the numerous favorable com-
ments that have been accorded It have,
been flattering. With a good cast and
new and complete mounting, "The Village
Parson" compares with any of the melo-
dramatic presentations of the current
season.

The Pollard Opera Company.
The sale of seats will open this morn-

ing at 10 o'clock for Pollard's Juvenile
Australian Opera Company, which opens
at the Marquam Grand Theater next Mon-
day night, for one week. Including matj-ne- es

Wednesday and Saturday. Forty of
the most talented children to be found on
the stage constitute the Pollard Juvenile
Opera Company, which will present "The
Geisha" for the opening bill Monday and
Tuesday nights. They are direct from
Australia. They present a number of the
latest musical comedies. Thev opened
their American tour at the Tivoll in San
Francisco. Every piece Is costumed and
mounted in the best style, and the per-
formances are perfect in every respect

Where Is the Conrngc and Honesty?
Philadelphia Public Ledger.

If the task of bringing about peace and
prosperity In the Philippines and of es-
tablishing successful civil government In
the islands Is to be accomplished speedily,
the Senate must reverse the unwise action
of the House of Representatives on the
tariff question. That the bill Imposing full
Dlngley rates, passedf by the House, Is
unreasonable Is apparent when It Is con
sidered that this country stands in the
position of guardian to the Islanders, and
a strong plea against the unwisdom of
such a policy may be found In the Taft
Commission' report. Under the heading,
"Tariff Relations with the United States,"
the report says:

If Congress will reduce by CO per cent the
United States duty on tobacco, hemp and sugar
and othe'r merchandise coming from these isl-

ands, it Is certain that the trade between them
and the United States under the new tariff will
Increase by leaps and bounds. 'Such generosity
would much strengthen the bonds between tho
Filipino and American people and is earnestly
recommended.

The Taft Commission is composed of able
men, who, after a careful study of the
subject, certainly have the opportunity
for reaching sound conclusions. The
commission represents this Government In
the islands, but the House of Representa-
tives repudiated the commission's most
important recommendation when it decid-
ed to stifle trade between this country
and the islands and retard development
there. The Visayan sugar planters have
already decided to send a memorial to
Congress protesting against the impo-
sition of Dlngley rates, and their protest
should not be ignored. When the subject
is under discussion In ' the Senate tnere
should bo members courageous and honest
enough among the Republicans to oppo6e
htrenuously a narrow and unjust course
that, If persisted in, will prove disastrous
In colonial management

Two Machines la Opposition.
Atlanta Constitution.

President Roosevelt has political wit and
experience enough to know that his suc-

cess as President will depend upon the
and loyalty of his friends

whom he can personally trust. He has
decided wisely, therefore, to substitute
such friends for those upon whose loyalty
he has no claim and wbtfse real sentiments
toward himself he has some reason to re-

gard with suspicion. With such con-

ditions notoriously .prevailing around
Washington, the country will not be sur-
prised to witness a battle royal for party
supremacy between the President and the
erstwhile bosses of tho machine.

Will Xot rotct Repudlator.
New Orleans Times-Democr- at

Venezuela has been trusting that the
Monroe Doctrine would be interposed to
shield her from a German attack, but she
has already learnedas Roosevelt said In
his inauguralthat thte Monroe Doctrine
is not to be invoked to save debtors, na-

tions or men, from paying theJr Just In-

debtedness. The German Government will
respect the Monroe Doctrine, but she will
collect her debt at one or more of the
Venezuelan custom-house- s.

Old KentHclcy Home.
Stephen Collins Foster.

The sun shines bright in tho old Kentucky
home;

'TIs Summer, the darkles are gay:
The corn-top- 's ripe and the meadow's In the

bloom.
While the birds make music all the day.

Tho young folks roll on the little cabin floor,
All merry, all happy and bright:

liard times comes at the
door;

Then my old Kentucky home, good night!

Weep no more, my lady,
O weep no more today!

We will sins one song for the old Kentucky
home.

For the old Kentucky home, far away.

They hunt no more for tho 'possum and the
'coon,

On the meadow, the hill and the shore;
They sing no more by the glimmer of the moon

On the bench by the old cabin door.
The day goes by like a shadow o'er the heart.

With sorrow, where all was delight;
The time has come when the darkles havo to

part:
Then my old Kentucky home, good night!

The head must Cow, and the back will havo to
bend.

Wherever the darky may go;
A few more days, and the trouble all will end.

In the field where the sugar-cane- s grow.
A few more days for to tote the weary load-- No

matter, 'twill never be light;
A few more days till we totter on the road-Th- en,

my old Kentucky home, good night!

Weep no more, my lady.
O weep no more today!

We will sing one song for the old Kentucky
home,

For the old Kentucky home, far away.

X0TE AND COMMENT. ,

Jeffries and Sharkey are about to pull
off a talking match.,

Iowa hasn't had a Cabinet appointment
for several days. What's the matter with
Iowa?

It Is reported that the Parisians are to
have cheap gas. Is there to be another
Dreyfus trial?

If Croker doesn't go home pretty soon
he will be unable to get a seat at the
coronation.

Poets who continually sing of blue skies
these days must be affected with acute
color blindness.

Kaiser Wllhelm has requested Miss
Roosevelt to christen his American-bui- lt

yacht. Hoch der Kaiser.

The editor of the Commoner continues
to saw wood and drive his ?450 heifer to
and from the pasture.

The Navy Department cannot decide os
a figurehead for the battle-shi- p Missouri.
Something showy would be appropriate.

" ""-
Money talks, and a contest for a seat in

Congress between Cornelius Vanderbllt
and Perry Belmont will be a very lo-

quacious affair.

The discovery that life is an electro-dynam- ic

principle accounts for the shock-
ing lives whose details are recorded by
the yellow press.

Rev. Charles M. Sheldon Is now writing
poetry- - He seems to have broken utterly
away from the example he has been pro-
fessing to follow.

Strong tides are always setting for and
against the Nicaragua Canal, but there
seems to be no prospect of a tide that
shall set through It

Colonel Watterson sees victory in the
air. The Colonel will soon bo sending to
Paris to have Santos-Dumo- nt draw up
plans and specifications for him.

Mark Twain Is writing his autobiog-
raphy. If he writes in his usual vein he
will probably have a lively libel suit
against himself when the work Is pub-
lished.

The new members of Congress who are
discreet continue to heed the maxim which
bids them repair in the direction of the
vanishing point and strike attitudes of
seml-repos- c.

It Is announced that two universities for
women will be opened next year, one at
Toklo, Japan, and the other at Moscow.
The Russian university for women has
been endowed by a wealthy merchant, M.
Astraknoff, with 5.C0O.O0O rubles. It will
contain for the present only three aca-

demical faculties medical, mathematical
and physical science. The Russian Min-

ister of Education, whose sympathy has
Vjeen gained, cannot see his way as yet
to the concession of a legal faculty.

The Board of Helath of Jersey City has
decreed that hereafter no discarded cigar
butts shall be gathered up In the streets
or public places and made over for a sec-
ond sale to the public. A penalty is to be
Imposed upon any one who collects, re-

makes or sells tobacco of this character.
Dr. McGlll, president of the board, de-

clares that this measure Is absolutely de-

manded Jfor the protection of the public
health. "I believe this tobacco to be a
fruitful source of disease," he adds. Thero
are a number of persons whom this or-
der will put out of business.

"A good many people seem to think that
the New Year's swear-of- t custom is all
talk," said the loquacious Philadelphia
bartender as he twirled a spoon In a
tall glass filled with yellowish fluid. "In
reality it is a very serious matter, as the
cash register will show. If these fellows
who stop short when the clock strikes 12
would only stick to their resolutions, the
dealer in wet goods would have to shut up
shop and go out of business. The trouble
with them Is they don't stick. Their
periods of sobriety last from two days
to two months seldom longer than that.
The first week of the new year always
shpws a big drop in the bar receipts. It
is the low-wat- er mark. After that bus-
iness picks up gradually until along in the
latter part of February you might think
that there never had been such a thing as
a New Year's swear-off.- "

"There were two Smart Alecks on my
car yesterday," says a Philadelphia car
conductor, "and their game was to scare
people Into thinking that they were just
recovering from smallpox. They talked
loudly about It for the benefit of the other
pasengers, and the more nervous ones,
especially the women, began to grow ap-

prehensive. 'Yes,' said one, 'my case was
a pretty bad one, the doctors said. 'So
was mine, replied the other fellow. 'It
seems good to get out of the Municipal
Hospital, doesn't it?' 'That's what Is
does,' said the first one. Sitting next to
them was a man who had been taking it
all In. At this point he leaned over and
said, 'Say, when did you follows get out?'
'Only yesterday, loudly remarked one of
the kldders. 'la that sol' exclaimed the
man. 'So did I. What ward were you
In? Well, say, those fellows Jumped off

the car as though It had been struck by
lightnlng, and you couldn't see their heels
for dust."

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

Her Mistake. "And she didn't think she
would like golf at all?" "No. She had a
strange idea that plaids would not become
her." Puck.

Not Exactly "What She Wanted. "George.
dear, what did you ever see In me that made
jou want to marry me?" "I'm blest if I know,
darling." Chicago Tribune.

Not Sensitive. Parke I make a point of al-

ways telling my wife the truth about myself.
Lane I suppose she Is a woman who Isn't
easily shocked. Detroit Free Press.

Edith I want to tell you something. Bertha.
Mr. Sweetser tells roe he loves me. Bertha
Oh, I wouldn't let that trouble me; Fred al-

ways was eccentric. Boston Transcript.
No Flattery. Miss Hoamley I understand

you do very handsome work and make very
pretty pictures. Photographer Yes m. but I
could give you an exact likeness if you wish.
Phyadelphia Press.

Guest (Impatiently) Say. waiter, how long
have you been employed here? Walter "Bout
a week. sah. Guest Oh. Is that all! Then I
must have given my order to some other wait-
er. Chicago Daily News.

Hard Drinkers. "They say that beautiful 11W
tie lake where we went a few Summers ago Is
nearly all dried up." "Well, that's probably
the result of so many tourists passing there to
drink In Its beauty." Philadelphia Evening
Bulletin.

Miss Pretty I don't see how you whistle
through your fingers that way. I could never
do It In the world. Mr. Goodhcart (wishing
to compliment her delicate little hands) No.
Miss Pretty, If you should try it your whale
hand would slip into your mouth. Tit-Bit- s.

A Good Thing. "Did you say that hair re-

storer Is a good thing?" asked the patron.
"Yes," answered the barber, with some slight
hesitation; "it's a good thing. We sell several
bottles a Week." "But how do you know it's
a ood thing?" "Because the profit on every
bottle Is "5 cents.- - "Washington Star.

-- I


