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THE ASPHALT EXPLOITERS.

Asphalt has becomsg so common and
B0 necessary a material for use in pav.
ing the strecis of the eitles of the civ-
filzed world that gencral interest ls feit
in the etatus of the compantes that
have endeavored to monopolize this
materinl, The source of supply of the
best asphalt for paving purposes is the
Jaland of Trinidad, off the aortheastern
coast of Bouth America The supply
15 ample, yel It has been believed
could be monopolized, and this bellef
has besn the basis of much heavy ex-
ploitation, which, however, has resulted
digastrously to “Investors."

Under the uame of the Asphalt Com-
pany of America, stock was lsued to
the amount of §30,600,000, and bonds to
the amoumnt of $30,000,000 more. The
bonds wers mold mosily n Philadel-
phia, nearly at par. Later the Na-
tional Asphalt Company was formed,
whh a stock capltalization of §Z2,000,0600
and a bond issue of $6,000,000 more; and
the 530,000,000 of stock of the former
company, worth oo more than the pa-
_per Ua which It was printed, was turned
over to the National Asphalt Company.
Some pmaller copcerns were gathered
into the combine. The bonds which had
been put out required FLIN0.MM a year
for Interest, and after a littie it was
diseovered that there was small carn-
ing power with which to meet the
charge. Then came a further disoov-
ery that there was no monopoly of the
eupply in Trinidad; and the result Is
that the two companies have bedn
‘pluced in & recelvershlp and may be
closed out altogether.

But the clever manipulators who got
up ‘the scheme and sold the bonds have
cash accounts rivaling thoss of the
Count of Monte Cristo, and are living
in great style in Lthe caplials of Europe.
A. L. Barber, chief of these, has given
orders i England for construction for
himself of a high-class steam yacht of
3600 horsepower. The world 8 almost
t00 small for him to bustle in. Suoch
is the greatness of those who are guc-
cessful In fiying financial balloons and
fBoating bonds on the great sea of
human gullibility.

THE FRENCH AT SEA.

Evidence s rapidly accumulating bn
sea and shore, that the bounty-fed
Fyétnch merchant marine Is making an
intolerable ouisance of liself in more
ways than one. This i# perhaps no
more than could be expested from the
nefarfous subsidy system. When the
talents, temperament and commercial
instincts of d nation or of an individual
do mot warrant their embarking in a
e of indostry without being hired by
the government to go into it, best re-
sults are oot to be looked for,. The
Frenchmen has never been A successtul
mariner, The weak polnts in that na-
tion at sea have besg in evidence since
Napoleon I sent fleet after fleet out to
be hammered to pleces by the more
skiliful mavigators and sallors of the
British navy.. Naturally, there are &
dew men in the French merchant ma-
rine who are brave and skliiful nav-
igatora. There was oot enough of this
class, however, to go round when
‘France insugurated the teid on ber
treasury in the form of a ship subsidy
®ill, and In order to take the greatest
possible advantage of this charitable
measure she tummed out ships faster
than sallors could be secured to officer
and man them. The result of this “hot-
house forcing” of the inaustry I8 shown
= a |Jarge number of cases of rockiless
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hove to immediately, lowered ber boats
and began picking up the unfortunate
passengers who had been crowded from
the lifeboats and rafts by the cowardly
French sallors and flremen,

It 1= perhaps unfalr to credit the lose
of the French bark Emest Reyer to
careiessness cn the part of the captain,
but the dizaster will be figured in to
swell the let of losees which have be-
come so great that usderwriters have
ndvanced the rates on all merchant
salling vessels fiying the French flag.
The French bark Europe toppled over
in the Seine and was dismasted. The
ineident falled to serve as & warning,
for a sisier ship, equally topheavy, was
refieved of so much of her ballast In
Portland harbor that ghe repeated the
performance of the Europe In a man-
ner decidedly costly for the under-
writers,. The French bark Henriette
drugeged anchor In Astoria harbor; her
captaln refused the services of the tus,
and she Is now at the bottom of the
river. Lack of control over the crews,
together with suspiclon of the motives
of Consuls and agentz, has caused a
Ereat amougt of troubls and expense
s nearly every French vesss=l that has
come o Portinnd this year. The nstu-
ral deductlon is that the Fremch ship-
masters are olther remarkably unlucky
or ¢lse¢ unskilled In their calling. No
one need doubt that if the whole truth
were known concerning the experiences
| i Portland harbor by French masters
now protesting to our Government,
tHelr own part In the procesdings was
discreditable o more ways tham one.

TROUBLES AT PANAMA.

it i# certalnly true that the Isthmlan
Canal Commission dismissed the Pan-

| ama route with a curtness which would

have been [napproprizie had its mem-
bors pot feit that the exorbitant price
asked Ly the Panama Company ex-

cluded It from consideration. But it
Goet @0l by any means follow that a
fuiter consideration of the Panama

route would demonstirate its superiority
to the one at Nicaragua. The coatrary
seams to be the case. The argument
Again=t Panama is ETaye, if not un-
answerahle,

Of course, a cnnai can be bullt at
eliher place. Given money and time
enough, and a canal could be bulit
gcrosme the widest part of the North
American Continent. It Is idle to pre-
tend that elther Pamama or Nicaragua
{a. gan engilneering impossibility. Yet he
who will make & study of the two prob-
lems will come home from his excur-
sions impressed by oothing eis¢e so
much a8 by the stupendous nature of
the prblem, wherever underiaken,
Think of a eut through & mountaln
range 3% fect high, giving a depth of
29 feet below water and a bhottom
widih of 72 feet—ihat is at Panama,
Think of a dam 1800 feet across the
valley, 106 feet high and 215 feet wide—
that i= at Niceragua. Jn any case, It
is a project of such dimensions as to
sltagger ordinary ecomprehension.

Then there are lrremediable difficul-
thes that will be permanent n elther
case, Earthquakes, falsely asserted as
possibilities at Nicaragua but not at
Panama, must be expected at elther
place. There have been 14 enrthquakes
vn the Nicaragua route, and 28 along
the Panama. The Intter were more
destruetive, but pone at elther piace
was severe enough to wreck the canal
They probably would cecessitate re-
pairs—things that are needed on every
canal and rallroad. The harbors are
ioadeguats on both routes. Greytowa's
Is n waste of shifting sands, and at
Colon, the Atlantic end of the Punama
route, “northers” are so fierce that the
only safety for vessels is to stand out
to sea., There are dry times and ter-
rible freshets on both the Chagres and
the Sam Juan. There Is Inefficient gov-
emment in Colombia and also in Nica-
ragua. These difficuities supply per-
maneént menaces that Wwili require
money and patience to cops with
Every great undertaking has great ob.
stacles and great perplexities It Is
fdls to look for a canal location that
does nol present problems more stu-
pendousyand baffing than any engl-
neering enterprise has ever before on-
countered, The pyramids and the
Pennaylvania's tunnel from Jersey
under Manhattan Islund and two broad
rivers are child's play in comparison.

But a eapal i= to be bullt, and the
guestion s, Where do we want It whea
it s done? Panama lg shorter, it 1s
nearer for trade from the west coast
of Bouth America to eithér New York
or Burope. Perhaps it can be built a
Httle chenper, probably It cam be oper-
ated at less cost. But these are not
conclugive considerations. Some day |
there will be a canal at Panama and
another at Nicaragua. EBhould ours be
the nearer or the farther? Polltically,
there i5s no cholece in this matier. It
is better to choose the route within
our more immediate sphere of nfluence.
There are other conmlderations:

Panamsa s in the belt of calms, and
in view of the renascence of the
safler, the route would be mcreasingly
annoying and impracticable Lake
Nlcaragua offers pienty of water, while
the supply at Panama must be ob-
tained from srtificial accumuiation of
rainfall or other precarious device.
Nicaragua s the pearest for the all-
important trade us—that beélween
our Atlantic and Pacific perts and to
the Orlent. The Panama climate s ax-
tremely unhealthy. White men eannot
work there, nmor even llve there com-
tinuously. .

Though it is aside from the merite
of the question, a welghty bit of cir-
cumstantial evidence aguinst Panema
is itz enthuslastl: advocacy by every-
body that doesn‘t want any canal at
all, The Greeks come bearing gifte.
The railroads, in thelr support of Pan-
ama, offer the strongest kind of evi-
dence that Nicaragua ls more to be
fenred s an effective competitor,

pavigation, and the careful navigajor
at sea lovariably gives a French wves-
eel the same wide berth and consider-
ation that would be extended to & dere-
lict loaded with dynamite.

The Iatest and most serious case of
this reckless navigation is that of the
French burk Max, which sank the
steamer Walls Walle off Mendocino
last Thursday morning. Here was &
vemmel 200 miles north of the port for
which she was heading, and which
she had passed. The Walla Walla, not
dependent om the wind and tide, was
‘following the us=ual steamship route,
which is so close In shore that It is a
decidedly dangerous place for a salling
wvessel in thick westher. The captale
of the Max may have an excuse for
missing bhis port by 200 msiles and wan-
dering In shore Into the steamship
track, but his abandonment of the sink-
ing steamer will not be so0 easily ex-
plained. His condust affords & striking
contrast to that of the captain of the
Bfitlsh ship Cromartyshire, which
struck Le Bourgogne off Newfoundiand
a few years ago. Although seriously
damaged hergelf, the Cromartyshire

e — — —— |

CIVIL WAR OR SLAVE INSURREC-
TION.

The publleation by the Richmond
Despateh of & bundle of letters ad-
dressed to John Brown, and recently
found In the Virginia State Library.
gdda nothing to our historical knowl-
edge of the famous rald on Harpers
Ferry. A congressional committee com-
posed of Democrats, including Vallan-
digham of Ohlo, investigated the whole
matter at the time, and Brown was
tound to have given his confidence to
nobody In the matter outside of a few
obscure persons of mo pdlitical nflu-
ence or consequence. Governor Andrew,
of Massachusetts, and Thabdore Parker
pelleved that Brown had become =
monomaniac on the subject of slavery
through the loes of his sona killed In
Kanses. None of the abdiition jeaders
had any knowledge of Brown's plot,
but some of them, like Wendell FPhll-
lipe, used his fate as & text upon which
to preach an anti-slavery sermon.
odore Parker had been six monthe

?
:
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Florence, Italy, when Brown made

rald; Govermor Andrew never alded
Brown outside of the Kansas struggie
of 1556, The crime of Brown had so
little popuiar sympathy at the North
that the Unftarisn minister who offi-
ciated at his funeral in North Elba, N,
Y., lost his pulpit at Burlington, Vi,
because of his attendance on this deca-
sion.

While It Is troe that Brown had no
politioal party, not even the abolition.
ists, behind him, neverthelesa the South
probably believed that he had a large
secret following, and was naturally
alarmed for the future. Doubtless the
straln of feel between the sections
was increased by the rald. The South
really had no just cause for alarm, for
the rald made both parties more cofi-
servative In speech and action; but It
thought it had, and some of lis mews-
papers seem to be stlll of that opinlon
The logie of the Richmond Despatch is
somawhat fllmsy when It pretends that
Brown's rald Influenced the South to
refuse to acquiesce in Lincoin‘s election
In 1880, There was certalnly mo more
danger of a negro insurrection with
the whole country under Lincoln than
there was with the South under Davis,
Suppese the South had won the fight,
would the slaves have beeén any more
mecure from Northern emlzsaries than
under Lincoln? Lincoln was as mach
bound constitutionally to do bis duty
by the Bouth as was President Bu-
chansn, nand he was as sure to do IL

But o the South had won, Lincoln
would be wpder no constitutional obllk-
gation to foster and protect slavery in
a forelgn stale. Vietory for the South
would only have moved the Cansdiam
asylum for fugitive siaves down to the
Ohlo River. The Brown rald doublless
hastened the eoutbraak of civil war by
exasperating the Scuth: but it s ab-
surd to supbose that the South decided
to repudiate Lincoin's eiectlom In 1860
becnuse it was afraid of a succession
of abolition raldw, resulting in a gen-
eral aegro lnsurrection, John Brown
was a muron:aniac, a man “soclally die
eased and perverted, but not mentally
diseasd” as Dr, Splizka says of the
snarchist who killed Fresident MeKin-
ley. With or without the Brown raid,
etvil war would probably have come
after Lincoln's election, for the seeds
of eivll war were sown by the compro-
milse of 1550,

A CAUSE FOR ADJUDICATION,

It certainly becomes the German Gov-
ernment o address Venezuela In terms
locking, oot to an ultimatum with per-
emptory time Ilmit, but 10 progressive
adjudieation, with due regard to the
Monroe Doctrine. The German clalm is
of such a nature that If It were held
agains a firsi-clase power, no thought
of arblirary measures would be enter-
talmed, for Venezuola certalnly has a
case. The trouble grows out of the
dabt owned by the Venezuelan Govern-
ment for the construction of the
Grand Rallroad of Venezueia, In
1559 or 180 some German bankers and
other capitailsts obtained a concession
from the govermment for the construc-
tion of a raliroad from Caracas the
capital, to Valencia, the next largest
city. The distance was about 110 milea
Under the terms of this concesslon, the
government guaranteed 7 per cent in-
terest on all bonds of the road, which
were supposed to cover the cost of comn-
struction. This guarantee meant that
if the road did not sarn emough to pay
T per cent on the bomds, the govern-
ment weuld make good the balance.

The road was bullt In an extrava-
gant manner. The total cost was near-
Iy 516,000,000, but the govemment al-
leged It was not llable on mors than
$10,000,000. The cost of construction of
this road, which was only three feet
six inches gauge and single track, was
about $145,000.000 a mile. Some of the
contractora, mostly Germans retired
with comfortable fortunes. When the
road was opened for traffic It barely
pald ronning expenses, which amount-
ed 1o 36500 a mile, or a total of $700,000
per annum for the whole 110 miles,
Under these clreumstances, the gov-
ernment was called upon to make good
the guarantee of 7 per cént. In 1395
the Vemesuelan Government obtalned
a loan of $10,000,000 in Germany at 5
per cenl, issued through the “Disconto
Gessellschaft This bank Is charged
with appropriating 35,200,000 of this
sum in part payment of the debt due
to itself a5 a member of the original
syndicate which built the rafiroad, and
to have exacted a 20 per cent commis-
sion for negotiating the losn. The bal-
ance was destined to repay other for-
eign rallroad companies the wvarlous
sums owing them far similar guoar-
antees. The Venexuelane say that “the
$5,260.000, together with the $2,000,000
commission fee, was merely transferred
from the right-hand pocket of the
Disconto to the jeft; that the balance to
be divided among the other rallroad
companles was not In cash, but in
bonds, which the Disconts absolutely
refused to redeem in cash, or create a
market for, thus practically making
them non-oegotiable se¢curities of no
fixed value, and that the result was
that the Disconto saddled upon the
country an extra interest charge of
$500.000 without expending ooe cent in

l cash.™

The Venezsuelan Govermment natural-
ly objects to the payment of guaran-
tees on what Is clearly an enormously
inflated conmstruction accoumt. Another
raliroad, the La Guayra & Caracas
Company, 23 miles, & bonded for $75.-
000 n mile; the Puerto Cabello & Va-
lencia, 38 miles, for $55000 a mile. No
wonider the government is unwilling to
pay guarantees upon such cxcessive
capitalizations. The situation ls not
unlike that in Turkey. The common
pepple in both countries are remarkably
bonest, but the whole officlal gystem
of administration s talnted with cor-
ruption. Verezuelas contslns almost
#0000 square miles of territory, but
its population ia only about 2,500,000,
and of this population only about 150,-
000 represent the governing class The
rest of the population are peons, Ger,
many camn, of course, If she chooses,
easily by force compe] the Venezuelgh
Govemnment to ecome (o some satisfac-
tory agresment regarding this debt,
just az France has forced Turkey to
make settlement of her sccount. But
the German clalm against Venezuela
seems to cxll for dispassionate adjudi-
cation quite as strongly as did the
British claims over Orinoco territory.

Recretary Hoot, in his annual report,
which President Roosevell lald before
Congress, sald: “The same considera-
tiems which led to the war with Spain
now require that & commerclal arrange-
ment be made under which Cuba can
live.” This is substantially the argu-
ment pleaded In Cuba’s behalf by Gen-
eral James H Wilson In his address
before the American Free Trade League
more than & month before Congress as+
The Cuban sugar output rosa
from 308,000 tons In 1838 to 615000 tons
in 1900, and this yesr it is estimated

that fully 500,000 tons will be produced.
| This enormous mass of raw sugar s
almost umsalable today uander our pres-
ent duty and the tremendous fall in
price; so that without a change In ihe
present industrial conditions In Cuba
her plantations will become an desolale
tas those of Jamalca and Barbadoes.
The people of Cuba depend upom the
sugar and tobseco imdustry for thelr
livellhood. Secretary Root is right when
he says that we are bound In moral
honor- to regulate our tariff dutles on
the chief agricultural products of Cuba
=0 that she will have & chance to get
on her fest &8s & sommercial and indus-
trial nation. The inexplicable thing s
that Mr. Root seems to have no ldea of
the graver case of the Phillppines
———

According to the latest estimates by
eompetent muthority, English-speak-
ing Inkabitants of the globs number
132,000,000, The only populations of
greater numbers that speait any other
single Janguage are those of China and
India. By their superior activity in
commerce, the English-speaking peo-
ples are spreading faster and farther,
snd are increasing their numbers more
rapldly than any others. Nearly all
the nations which hold colonles as
part of their emapire rule populs-
tions In thely colonles which large-
Iy exceed those of the home coun-
iries n the number of inhabitanis
The population of the colonies of Euro-
peas nations Agures up after this fash-
ton: France, 94,781,014; Germany, T7l.-
002,014; Russia 126,932,173, and the Unit-
ed Khlgdom, 390,000,000, From this it
appears that the British flag flles over
more than omeuarter of the inhab-
itants of the earth. But of the total
British “colonists™ 330,000,000 are Asl-
atice and 40,000,000 are Africans The
United Statea Bureau of Statistics fig-
ures out that no less than §00,000,000 of
the earih’'s inhabitants are colonials,
and of these colonials less tham 15,000~
000, or 3 per cent, are composed of the
people of the governing country.

ErSree————

We had yesterday a statement by
cable from Londen that Mrs. Gallup, an

the lighi-beads of literature there by
& aew Shakespeare-Baconian cipher.
This vagary has a pecullar attraction
for & cless of minds upon whom argu-
megts drawa from the cancns of unl-
versal litérature are wasted. Theg who
are fond of the irregular and the mar-
velous, aven to the top of irrationality,
aecepl notlons and theorize of this kied.
A correspondent of the New York Times
at London telegraphs: . “Mr. Sidney
Lee (the most dlseriminating of all re-
ecent writers on kespeare) unnc-
countably chooses add fuel to the
fire by arguing with people with whom
it s impossible to argue. Mr. Lee re
marshals all the old, sensible reasons
for belleving that Shakespeare wrote
his own worke. But it will do no good.
I have just discovered a singular fact
All pro-Boers and antl-vaccinationims
are Baconians™
Ep———

King County, Washington, is making
a record too long delayed for the just
punishment of criminals convicted of
murder within ite I!mite. Last August
Charles Nordetrom was hanged for &
most cowardly and atroclous murder
commitied nine-years before, and now
the executlon of Wiliam Beaton, who
set In to kil an emtire family of his
relatives with an ax in December, 1860,
and sueceeded In killing his uncle and
brutally wounding two little mleces and
his sister, has taken place. A stolid
human brute, Seaton “died game."
That i8 to say, he showed nelther re-
morse for his crime nor fear of penalty.
A long-suffering community is to be
congratulated in that Jjustice has at
last ¢come to its defense In ridding It of
these consclenceless criminals, its only
scores In A desperate game for more
than & quarter of a century.

——————

The Chicago Tribune publishes lists
of doneations and bequests to educa-
tional Institutions, llbraries, art muse-
ums, charities and religious foundaijoms
of varioug kinds in the United States
during the year 1901, which reach the
extraordinary sum of §$123888732; and
it i» certain that the whole of these
donations Is not represented in the lists.
Of this great sum, $63.650,961 has been
given to colleges, universitles, acade-
mies, seminaries and institutes of an
educational character. The Trihune
adds this cditorinl comment: “As to
the uitimate comsequences of this
wholesale and Indiscriminate giviog to
educational Institutions, some Impor-
tant questions may vet be ralsed, and
Indesd some thoughtful persons are al-
ready doubling the wisdom of such
"mn

k- — ]

The row in the Port of Portiand Com-
mission is Inopportune and fraught
with menace to the port. It barks back
to our old difMculty here In making
every vital concern of the community
serve as football for the feet of rival
poiltioal bosses. Ths time ought 1o

more importance than to feed the ambl-
tion or the vengeance of partisan ma-
ohines.
S—Erepe——————

Conecerning the Philippine clergy, the
Boston Herald (Independent) hag this
sound suggestion: “If these Spanish
friars could be sent back to Spain, and
thelr places could be taken by Roman
Catholic clergymen of American birth
‘or training, even If our Government
was campelled to pay a large sum of
money in liquidation of land claims, It
would be a highly satlafactory change
to have brought about.™

An esteemed newspaper of BEastern
Oregon renews the complaint that that
section af the etate “has not its right-
ful share of state patronage.” What!
with the whole state pouring money
into Eastern Oregon through the scalp
bounty law?

ETEE———

By a #ilp made yesterday In an article
bhout the Astoria News, the name of
the Astorian o ooe place was Intro-
ducced. The subject related wholly to
the News and the name of .the Asto.
rlan 4did not belong to It

E ———— —

The wholesale trade of Chicago for
 the year 1801, according to the Tribune,
amounted to 3582800008, Pretty big:
but Portiand's wholesale trade was big-
ger, In proportien to population.

If some people did not doubt Mar-
conl's invention, 1t would not be an in-
ventlon. Therefore, If you are a skep-
tic you are among the best friends of
the Inventor.

American, was making & stir among

———————

¢ome here some day when the meu!am1

of the state and clty s re ted of; applo s the Yellow Bellofleur, and Cola-

EXPERIENCE THE GREAT TEACHER

PORTLAND, Jan. 4—(To the Ed-
tor,) — Experience has taught the
frultgrowers of Oregon much within
a few years which they are turning—as
rational men are expected to do—to their
profit. This fact ls recalled by the state-
ment made before the farmers’ lnstitute
held at Cove & few days ago, In regard
to the uncommerecinl frufts that were
pianted in that section i to 30 years ago.
“Plums, peaches, greengages, pears, and
some of the prupes,’’ are enumerated as
among the worthless fruits, from & com-
mercial point of view, that were then
planted, and which have proved an unm-
profitable investment In money and en-
ergy. .

Almost twice that number of years ago
this tendency tp plant trees bearing un.
profitable—because unmarketable—vari-
etles of frult was developed in the Wil-
Inmette Valley, Tons of greenguges, of
swaet Summer apples and of early pears
roited In orchards during these early
years. A very emall portion of ihe
aboundiag ¥ield of thess fruit trecs suf-
flced for home cansumpiion: another very
small fraction glutted the local market,
and the vast residue dropped from the
troes and rotted upon the ground, These
were years of (iscouragement to the frult-
grower, Frult pests were then unkmisn
on the Pacific Blope, the irees were of
rapld nnd rampent growth, began to bhear
carly and bore with astonishing abund-
ance. But there was literslly “nothing In
raleing fruit" of the kinds then univer-
sally ralsed. There would have bean lt-
tle In It. whatever the varfeties cultivated,
at that time, owing to the limited demand,
No care was taken of the trees. for the
very suficient reason that there was no
demand for thelr product, and the de-
cline of Willamette Valley orchards be-
®an, and continued untll of these old
orchards now scarcely a trace remains
In recem: Yyears. however, frultgrowing
bas been re-established upon a more In-
telligemt basls, and with knowledge
galned from expericnee, from study and
from obsarvation, and under the stimulus
of a constantly widening market, horticul-
ture Is & promising and constantly ex-
sanding Industry of the siate.

Fruitgrowerr of Enstern Oregon might
have learned from observation the les=on
anquired by experience In the Willumette
Valley. But It seema they did not, and i
consequenae have now considerahie orch.
ard arsa that = unprofitable, becauss the
product wili not bear shipping. Having
discoversd this mistake, they caonot he-
gin too soon for thelr own profit to rectify
it, since At best the process will cover
several years of practically unremuner-
ative labar, A C,

This letter I highly suggestive, but It
proceeds from the basis of a partial and
Imperfect understanding of the fruitgrow-
ers’ problem. A newes country may learn
much about the frult business from an
olffer cotntry, 1nd EBastera Ortgoa suczhi
to get some Instruction from the mistakes
and the successes of the Willametlte re-
glon, where fruilgrowing has been jong
pursued; but there s a limit to the vaiue
of this kmd of instruction, and it ls eas.
{ly possible (0 have too much of It or
to follow it too blindly. The familiar
moxim. “What is one man’s meat is an-
other man's polson,” is quite as truoe and
as applieable If we substitute the word
“orohard” for the word “man' One
country may learn frcm another how to
prepars frult for market, how to forward
it, how to so dispose of it (o best advan-
tage, but the experience of one country
<r district as to the varieties of frult
profitable to be grown ls.as Ukely to be
misieading and barmful as to be helpful
Every frult district, before best resulls
can be attained, must find out what its
adaptations ary with reference to produc-
tion snd market, and adjust its energies

AMUSEMENTS.

Broadhurst's well-known come@y, “Whoat
Happened to Jones," was given at Cor-
dray’s last night by a well-balanced com-
pany 1o a house that fllled the thealer
to the doors. Judging by the merTiment
the play ecreated and the applause at
the eonclusion of every act, it was mare
than satisfactory.

Few comedies are so admirably con.
structed and =0 lmughable throughout as
this most successful of Broadhurst's ef-
forts. From the time the book agent In
projected into the household of an ciderly
professor, by & curtous accident, till he
makes his final bow, there Is always
somothing to laugh at. There ia hardiy
a moment that Is not occupled by some
ludierous situation, and the Woes could
hardly be brighter.

Mintaken ddemtity has. as N most
farces, been itherally made use of, bu
it has been done cleverly, and ths happy
experiment of making a book agent (ry
to play & bishop Is an insovation that
deserves the wsuccess It has achloved
Doan Raymond was the Joaex of the com-
pany, and sesemed fully slive to all the
posaibilitles which are continually con-
fronting that worthy, He kept the au-
dlence amused whenever he was on the
stage, and made much of the large op-
pertunities he has been glven.

James Durand was a goad Professor
Goodly, his work Im the jast wo acts,
when Goodly was trying to bear the pres-
ence of the drummer as hest he could,
was particularly clever. Walter Green
made an excellent bishop, and Lysander
Hoitk wax sulllefent aa Richard Heath-
erly. Miss Iva Merlyn was a pretty and
vivasious Clysy, Clara Reynolds-Smith as-
sisted in the fun-making by her interpre-
tation of the role of Mrs, Coodly, Maud
Cooling wea a good Marjorie and Ellea-
beth Elison and Qertrude Bell got con-
piderable out of the character paris en-
trusted to them -

The play will! run all
a matinee Saturdsy.

the week, with

COMING ATTRACTIONS.

Warde n “The Mountebank™ at the
Marquam Tomnight,

Toalght at the Marquam Grand Theater
Frederick Warde will open an engagement

of four nights, presenting one of his
Erentost successcs, “"The Mountebank.”
Tuesday night Mr. Warde will present
*Julius Cuessr,” Wednesday night “Vir.
ginlus,” and Thursday night “Klog
Lear.™

“The Mountebank’ it Is sald offers him
the best opportunity for the display of
his well-known abilities He brings a
scenlc production and the hest company
that he has ever had Prominen: in the
company are Barry Johnstone, [ast sea-
son leading man for Madame Muodjeska;
Charies D. Herman, Miss Antoineite Aan-
ton, formerly leading lady for James
O'Netll; Virginia Drew Trespotl, May
Warde, the tragedian’s talented daughter;

Alleen Bertolle, John T. Hynea, Hamlil-
ton Colemsan, Frapcis D. McGinn, John
T. Harrls, Harry C. Barton, James M.

Fulton and Kennle McLeod. The sale of
gecals |8 now open for the enllre reper-
tolre.,
” —_—
“The Burgomaster."”

The engugement next Friday and Sat-
urday nights, with a matines Saturday,
at the Murquam Grand Theater of “The
Burgomaster’ will doubtiess be - halled
with pleasure by local theater-goers, This
is a performance known the Jength and
breadth of the land. The book, by Frank
Pixley. Is quaint, humorous and interest-
ing, besides possessing thit element of

historieal accuracy in its Introduction of |

characters who ltve in record. The mu-
sical score' by Gustay Luders, embraces
%1 numbers. The sale of seats will open
Wednesday morning.

"'CI"-.II‘“ on Puget Soaund.
The point of view fram which a subject

to accord with this finding: and nobody
has yet found & way to accofmplish this
excopting by experimentalion Invelving
more or less loss.

To illustrste, California began frult-
growing on a commercial scale much
sooner than Oregon did, and the business
attained prominence there before it was
taken up here. Very naturally, the first
adventurers here directed their efforts
iargsly o !mitation of Callforaia alms
and methods. The essential differences In
the climates and soils of the two states
were overiooked: the attempt was made
in & wet country, with a short wurking
season, to get yesulls simiiar to those got
in n dry country with a long season, by
planting tdentical varietiss of frults and
employing similar methods of cultivation.
Of course, the effort was a fallure, and
many of our more eoterprising orchard-
|sts know how costly It was Hundreds
and even thousands, of acres were plant-
ed here upon the presumption that what
was advantageous and profitable In Call.
fornia would be similarly successful here:
and the lesson that what s Callfornin’s
meat may be Oregon's polson was en-
forced by the most painful experiences
In later years we have come to
Nke general comprehension of the neces-
slties of our own situation, and are mak-
Ing & start towsard that speclalisation of
the frult industry upon which its larger
profit depends. We are learning that it s
better for us to grow a special kind of
prune, which matures early, befors the
Full ralns come, rather than to grow the
varictien commonly produced in Callfor-
nin, which require a longer season for
maturing. We have learned, too, thal
there Is for us large profit In apples, and
especially in the Spitsenberg and New-
town Pippin varieties. And these lessons
were mot acguired by noting the experi-
enee of other fruit countries. They have
eome to us through ouwr own experience,
and they have come to every other coun.
try which has gained them In precisely the
same wsy, California had to learn by
slow and costiy proceases that her best

rado, by precisely similar experience, had
to learn that hers is the Ben Davie
It is this special knowledge that Is giv-
ing 10 the Oregon frult indusiry its spe-
elal standing In the genera! markets, and
whiei in making 1t, when purseed upon
!!:: best lHnes, widely and regulariy profit-
ab’e,

The orchardists who exchanged experi-
ences and reflections at Cove last week
have in thelr relatively elevated and ab-
nolutely virgin country a fine basis for
the frult Industry. Their most profitable
specialty will probably be the apple for
which Oregon has a world-wide fame, but
this Is not to be hasilly assumed, for, as
above aald, the only way to find out the
adaptations of any country in the mat-
ter of frult production Is to bring into
comparison the results of multiplled ex-
periments.

in the long run every successful frult
country must by s sort of evolutlonary
process work out Its own salvation. Thiz
is being done In Western Oregon In vari-
ous lines, and motably in connection with
the apple and the prune, as it was done
long ago with the cherry and the straw-
berry. With longor experfence, and with
the fruit bosiness on & larger basis, even
more wonderful results to this end have
been achieved In California. There pretty
much the whole range of horticultural
production has been localized and special-
tsed, and the pre-eminence of California
in the commercial fruit world owes much
to this fact. The navel or seedless orange
ts ope of California’s very notable devel-
opments, and something comparable has
been accompilshed in relation to the
peach, the prune, the plum, the apricot
and other commercial llnes of fruit pro-
duction. The California orchardist is rap.
1dly acquiring a full squipment of special
trult variet) evolutionizsed through the
influence of California eonditions, snd, of
course, especinily adapted to production
under these conditions. This must be done

] fr tly makes a great
difference in the interpretation of the
matter, For example, we find In the
Tacoma News, with credit given to the
Post-Intelligencer, the f{ollowing:

The sallor Boarding-Bouse days of Ol4 Man
Turk have again descemied upen Fortland The
tar who falls into the merciless hands af the
crimpe that infest the Oregon metropolis s as-
sured an interesting time before he escapes:
and the master of a vesssl s called upon to
spend & pretty penny in onder to land bis
mallor maa back on board

The Oregonilan has no inclination
condpne any of the offenses which

to
are

comihitted by boarding-house men in this |

city, but |n order that our Tacoma and
Beattle friends may understand where
the grestest Inlquity In this business pre-
vails, we submit the following extract
froon London Fairplay, the authority
which {3 generally termed the “shipown-
era’ Bible:

Londun, Dec. 7, 1001.—To the Editor of Falr-
plar—Dear Blr: We rond with Interest in the
cnrment nomber of your valusd lournal sstracts

from lett=ra by the capialn of a sisamer at
Portiand [ately. This

“erimping bosloess"
seemod quite mew o Four correspendsnt, but,
unfortunatsiy for all sallng-ship ocwoers, as

you well know, It has bewn & most objection-
shie charge wilboul exceplion for many years
back. Our experfence this Autumn with sev-
eral ahlps om the North Pacific means & jcea of
exactly £240, plus incresssd wages for subsil-
tules homewarda, The standard charge Al San
Fruscisco secins to bo 20 per man, with §4
catra for fees, olc. in all §53. The charge at
Portland again ranges from $£30 o 23 with
the wusual extras. PBul Tacoma crowns the
lot, a= therd men cannol be gnt under a
charge varying from 68 per head upwards,
with the uwsusi sundiry charges additional for

feen, ote. We give you the ilowiog extiracts
Just recelved from Puget Bound, If you think
they will Nter=ei your asubs-ribers and

strengthen In any way sction laksn up by the
Bhipping Federation to put down this scanda-
logs business. Yours trely,
EHIPUWNER NO. 2.

As the same boarding-house gang con-
trols the shipplag of maliors In both Se.
attle and Tacoma, we presume the above
communicition will recelve dus consider-
ation and republleation from both the
Post-Inteiligencer and the News,

The Criminnl Record.

Chlcago Tribune,

The record of deaths by vielence in this
country in 1901 shows quite a decrease,
belng 7352, as compared with K275 in 1900,
The latter figures were an Increases of
360 over those of the preceding year. It
ia pot poesible, of course, to oblain acou-
rate statistics on this point by mall and
telegraph, 4as many cases are mot report-
ed, but they are sufflelently pecurate to
irdicate that erime is not rapidly Inereas-
ing In this country.
cides, however, tells another and sadder
story. lIn ISH, T84 pursons “‘shuflled off
this mortal coll” as compared with &%
in 10, The steady increase In the sul-
cide hebit, largely due to the ease with
which polson may be obtalned, this be-
ing ths mest common agency employed,
s shown by the following record of cases
In & »erics of yeurs: KN, D40; Ms61, 3831;
180, 3960, 180, ME6; 1S, 491D 1SN, 5TH;
1R 6S00; 1807, 6B00; 18U, 0800, 1854, SMO0;
1900, 6765, 1001, TG

Jephtha's Danghter.
Lord Byron
Bince our country, our Jod—7h' my sire!
Demand that (%y danghter expire
Aince thy triumph was boushi by thy vow—
Strike the bisoin that's barod for thes pow!

And the voles of my mourning is o'er,
And the mountains behold me no more;
It the Rand that I love lay me low,
Thare cannot be pain in the bhlow!

And of this, oh, my father! be sure—

That the tleod of thy chHd Is a» pure

An the blessing I beg ere It flow,

And the last thought that sosthes me helow.

Though the virgins of falem lament,
the judge and the Bers unben:!

¥a won the goeat batile for thee,
my father and country are freec?

blod of thy giving hath gush'd,
voles that thou lovest s hash'd,
memory #till be thy pride,

T

my

forget not 1 smiled xa 1 died,

The recerd of ml-!

NGTE AND COMMENT.

Mr, Shakespeare —:llt
Tucsday.

come to town

Aha! Mr, Weather Prophet, we told ¥0uo
it would raln yesterday.

Mrs. Gallup seems to be setling a pace
tkat the London literat! eannot follow,

The proceadings of the Port of Portiand
Comenission begin to promise wWar news,

Carnegle Is getting to where he can see

the poorhouse lights on = particularly
bright night.
The novellst who will insert the Janu-

ary prices of dress goods in his works

| will find readers.

Generals Kitchener and Dewet are yot
undeclded as to the heavy-welght cham-
plonship of South Africa.

If Edison lsn't Inventing anything more
useful and lees nolsy than the phonograph
the reporters who are hanging about his
| premises might as well go off watch.

Hanna and Foraker have decided to di-

vide Ohlo between them. The citizens of
the state will have to content themseives
with going w—y b—k and sitting down.

Miss Stone's press agent must
have sworn off or celebrated the New
Year's advent too hilarigusly. He hasn't
|,sr-m out & Hne for the last day and a
| haif.

either

The Shakespeare-Bacaon controversy has
arizon agalo. Why not send a Marcoml
| dispateh to Igantius Douneily about It?
He knows whoe wrote the plays by this
time.

It has been ascertained that Cpoigosa
was fully responsible for his crime. As
the pubile s willing to take full responsl,

bility for its punishment, why not let
it go at that?
Our carload of poems on “Beatiful

Snow” has arrived safely, and Manager
Lyons, of the Terminal Company. notifles
us that he will send it up here as soon a8
he ecan get the Councll to give him per-
mission to lay s siding on Sixth street.

Edward F. Nishwits, who was dis-
charged fromm the New York police force
in 1886 for being ahsent without leave,
| huse  been reinstated, with back psy
amounting to G006 Nishwitzs has been
working as a machinist during the Inter-
val, and now that he has been reinstated
and pald he has resigned from the force,

George and Henry Jacobs, two unbe-
Hevers at & splritualistic seance In Austin,
Tex, made prellminary arrangements
whereby a departed spirit, returning bare-
footed to the haunts of men, stepped qn &
large and sharp carpet tack. The medi-
ums lnmedintely ahook the dust of Aus-
tin from (helr feetl, lest sowme of the peo-
ple who had h them do a profitable
business might nt their money baek.

A pew system of rallroad operation Is
s00n to go into effect on the Burlington.
It will be conducted on the same plan as
a irmﬂm?nl store. In that every repre-
s¢ntative of the company will keep a
strict account of the receipts and expendl-
tures of his own office and return a bal-
ance to J. J. Hill every month. He will
be the sole manager of his department,
and his pofits and losses will be charged
to im, Instend of to the company. All
the bookkeeping of the company will be
revolutionized to meet the conditions of
the new system. which Is already the sys-
tem of the Great Northern, where it has
proved very successful. The benefit lies
in the fact that every employe will en-
deavor to make & good showing.

Embeszlements in 18991,
Chicago Tribune.

The record of embeszlement and other
forms of financial dishonesty during the
yeara just closed, like that of the three
years previous It, is distinctly encourag-
ing. ‘The record of the last four years
Is as follows: 1498, §6,551,263; 1888, 31204
I73; 1900, F4.660.134; 190, $4.085.568. As com-
pared with the reports for n long series
of yeara preceding 158 these amounts are
comparatively small and they testify elo-
| quently to the general prosperity of the
times. It Is only in periods of panic or
general financlal depression that the em-
bezzler targely flourishes, or his work be-
comes apparent. ‘The banks, as usual
were the prineipal sufferers in 1901, their
lokses amounting to J§L5134%. Dbut
even these figures are small when com-
pared with those of some past yeam.

Mark Twain's Great Modesty.
New York Times.

The business methods of pubiishers came
gp for discussion 4t a recent literary
gathering. Willlam Dean Howells and
| Mark Twaln were present,

“Phe spirit of the age Is strenuous,”™
| said Mr. Howells. “And In order not to
| be behind the times the publishers modily
| the verblage of the circus poster with
scant politaness.” =
“Phey dn,” assetited the humioriat, My
publishera speaks of advertising my next
hook as a story by Mark Twain with no
| further comment. Dut he shan't make &
roly show of me with his vulgar adver-
tising simplicity. 1 shal! Insist upon &
| street pamde at the least, because I am
# modest man and disitke to be made con-
splcuous.'

New (urperations.

Chicago Tribume.
l Katzenjammer Pleasure Club, Chicago;

object,  Katsenjammer. lncarporatars,
Wililam C. Wiehl, Adolph Welnholz, Fred
W. Hiller.

Bromo Selzer Relief Club: object, to re-
move Katsenjammer, Incorporators, sama
above.

| PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

{  The Worst Form.—Mra. Crawford—I swpposs
| vt suffer a great desl from your dyspepeis?
Mrs. Crabshaw—Not half a2 much as I &d
when my husband bad [t —Judge.

Mrs., Justwed—This fs excellent oake. DI
you get the recipe out of & baokT M. New-
wed—=No; 1 got it out of my hend Mrs, Just-
wed—No wonder it Is so light.—Boston Trav-
eler,

Mre. (¥ Rourke (to charitable old Mr. Hart-
well, who is giving away pouliry to the needy)
—Long Iife to yer Honor: sure ['ll nlver me
& gocse agin but U think of yes!-—Harlem
Life.

The Chicago Man--Well, what 4 you thinik
af New York? The Colorado Man—Thought it
wis a mining town when [ fivet struck It
Bomebody wmss dlgging i pearly every street.
~Tonkers Statesman.

An Accepiabls Present.— "Mame got & set of
faise teeth for a Christzons present.’ *
rars! 1 didn't know she needed them.” “'Oh,
yes, a girl can't have too many sidecomnbs,
you know."'—Philadelphia Evening Bulletin,

Accounting for lt.—De Sappy—I don't under-
stand why some peoples require so much sleep.
1 can get along with four hours. Mbm Redbod
—The hody doesn't require nearly so much
et as the braln.—~Town amd Country.

in the Pleture Gallery.—Culde—This s =
Curp. Wonglerful fesllng! So human! It rep-
rescpla ona' peasant asking another a question.
Visltor—VWhat Odel'ty to nature! The otbher
fellow looks as If he didn't know a thing
about |t.—Brooklyn Life.

Feline Depravity. —"'0 Heorace! walled his
young wife. *'T have just found out that
Ajax, pur beautiful Angora cat, has been lead-
ing & double jife!” “That makes I8, I sup-
po=e,’" ealil Horace. “"What has he been do-
teg ™' ""You know I jet him out every morn-
Ing. becauss ke seema ta want i go and’ play
i have discovered that he




