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2 manufacturer's point of view, with a
volume of wnter sufficlent to supply
power second to none In the United
BStates, The falls at the mouth, belng
haif & mile from the Oregon Railroad &
Navigation Company's line, would make
Bn exorllent aita for a flouring-mill

The John Day, which forms the eartorn
boundary, ls another fine piream, unhar-
peased, as Yel, 0 far as any manufac-
turing enterprise is concerned. Along the
banks of this stream are many fertlie bol-
toms sultable for alfalfa flelds, which
will prove excollént stock ranches. Fifty
milles from the Columbia, going south, we
resch the southern boundary of Sherman,
which joins Wasco County in that direc-
tion,

Bpeaking of the raliroad facilities, It 1s
onfe to =ay that there is vio more fmvored
county in this respect In the otate. The
0. R & N, which 1= n continuation of
one of the grest transcontinental locs,
traverses the whale northern boundary,
following the course of the Columbla,
with an easy down grade dlresl to the
seaboand. The (Columhbia Southern, a line

of road fully up to the mark as to mod-
em Improvementy and execlient service, |
traverses the cepter of the county [Toms |
north to gouth, starting from Biggs Juno- |
tion, on the 0. R. & N.. ard having its)
termitnus ot Shaniko, a thriving new town |
in Wasco County, somo 3 miles from |
the southern confinea of Sherman County. |
This line bas been in operation for pev-
¢ral yeurs. It s a spccus from a finan-
cin! #undpoint, and a boom to the Sher-
man (Counly wheatrniser, whn has not 10|
face the long huul to mparks? which hams-
pers the operstions of his brothoer farmer
in less Mavored Jocalitices Al Intervals
along this rond muy found the large
warehouses where mili‘ons of bushels ol
swhoat are ery yoar,

haadiod oy

Wheat Crop 2,400,000 Hushels Last |
‘ear.

Whent 15 the staple product of the coun-
ty. On X
pend for suppott, nor vey  disap-
painted, foz take with an
other. our fammers have enough and 10|
sonte of this worid's goods, many laying
up year by year a tidy sum to thelr credit
nt the loeal bunk. The following fOgures
will glve some {8ea of the ¢xtent of farm
operations in Lhe kst Fall: About
269 acres in cultivation, of which about
) y Summer fallow,
SCT T-"'

to the aere,

{ graln noarvest-
ed last Fall, worth renls per buahel,
$1.3000,  Allowing 50 wptilation, this
would Jeave 2 vear for every man,
woman acd ¢l Bherrman County.
Ti's s searcely ir estimate of w

county prodsee, the wt L
crop of 1851 below the averige, and
fell short nearly one-third the crop uf;
0. In 12 a large rield may be ex-
pected, as several thopsand scres of now
Iand have been brought under cultiva-
tion, which w!ll Incréase the yield of
griin in 1M many thousands of bushels
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Good Connty for General

Conditions as to
casy In this county.
yields rendily W
row, and it s an cstablished
wheat can beé raled bere at o
will compare favoral Any
bearing tract in the United Siates.
aithough the principal product, is no
means the only crop that does well in
thig favored reglon. Bsriey, oats and po-
tatoey glve large yields, Of the Ilatter
prodigious quantities are ralsed without
irrigation or fertilizer of any kind. The
potato bug is unknown, and the ever-
Insting spraying 1that has to be resorted
to in the Eust can be entirely dispensed
with here. Frult doea very well on the
river botioms, and many young orchards
are bearing well on the platenu Jands

Although Sherman County cannol com-
pare with the greal stock countiss o
the seuth in polnt of numbers, she is in
no wise devold of cattle, sheep, horscs
and hoge. Cattle and sheep do well on the
Government land in the southern portion
of the county. Hogses abound, and csn
be rmalsed to good profit. Owing to the
open ‘Winters, the young stock are al-
lowed 0 roam at large, and seldom re
quire other feed than the bunchgrass on
the open ranges Hog-ralsing could be
mads to pay largely, and a fortune awaits
the man who turns hls sttenilon to these
prolific animsise. Hams and baocon bring
& high price; and find & rendy sale

. The industrious who wish to try their
luck with poultry can mlso find a field
for thelr labors, as the amount of eggs
and chickens is totally Inadequate to
supply even the local markets.

The climate of Sherthan County s dry
and bracing, without any of the dreaded
hot spells 80 prevalent in the Middie and
Eastern Btates, in {act, 5 prostration from
the heat has pever been henrd of. Men
work through the Bummer and Fall with-
out Inconvenlence In this respect, The
Winter s to » great extent the pleas-
antesit season of the year, with s light
snowfall and bright days, when the dwell-
er in Bherman County goes about his
business and can proceed with his farm
operations, when farmers elsewhere are
blocked with snow and ice. The cyclone,
blizzard and other rampageous climatie
disturbunces have never been heard of,
and are nol wanted.

Severnl Prosperons Towns.

Bherman County some  excelient |
business towns. The three principal once
are on the line of the Columbia Bouth
em Rablroud—Moro, Grauss Valley and
Wasco, Moro, the county seat, 19 situated
In the center of the county. and s =
town of wonderful enterpris= and push
Twenty yeurs ago Moro had one small
store and one or two scattered dwellings.
Today she has several brick general
Blores, a $100M Courthouse, excellent
graded wchool, Moore Brothers' banking
estzbishment, brick offices of the Inland
Empire Real Briate Company, Elrod & |
Moore, managers. These men are rel-

and do a large real estate busness

ever the county, Two good hotels,
telephone and telegraph ofices and above
all an excellent water system. There I..||
in course of constructlon o flouring-miy, |
which will be operated by clectric
power, 10 be transmitted from li:v‘

¢ har-
fact that
oot that
grain-
Wheat,

of
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Deoschutes River, seven miles 1o the wesi
Alro, two large brick business
and several residences.  Of
there & always a ecsrelty, and new
houses belng put up are cnguged for
rent before the foundntions are finished,
Twenty or thirty cottages built for rent
would prove a profitable Investment.

Wasco i= another thiiving town In the
noarthern portlon of the county. 1t hae
some fine general stores. A gquantity of |
wheat Is handled, and all lnes of busi-
ness are well represented.

Grass Valley Is the business center in
the wouthern paft of the county, and has
A lnrge scope of country, both stock and
farming. to draw from. The town is
Erowing rapldly, mnd has the usual
amount of buzincss concerns, good school,
Hive newspapers, ele.

Grant, on the line of the O. R, & N..
"“, worthy of mentlon, having large ware-
héuses, and is the shipplng point for the
quantities of frult grown on the t.‘alurnbM‘

oonoerin

the jatter

River bottoms,
Farming Land Cheap.

Thanks to the rallrond facilitles, the |
intending =ettler can leave the 0. R &
N. at Bigea, board the Columbla Southern
train ond In & few hours arrive at Moro,
from whirh point he can see the county
for himself and be convineed that Bher-
man Coupty offers many inducements to
those looking for desirable homes In our
new country. Imoroved farms can be
had from $ to $10 per acre. payable on
cigy terme, In some cases on the crap-
morigage plan. There are alse many
farms for rent. Men who have become
rich ralsing wheat and want to spend
the remainder of thelr days at ease, or
g0 into business in town, are always
ready to give the industrious n chance,
and will either sel! or rent on conditions
that will leave a margin of profit for
the renter s well as the owner. There fal

| than

| soveral

2lg0o & good field for the laborer in Sher-
man County. At harvest time men can
scarcely be had at all, Common labor
then ranges from §1 50 to 8 per day and
board.

Sherman County, although compara-
tively a new country, ls not lacking In
all the adjuncts of civilization. Nearly
all religious denominations are well rep-
resented. Each town has its three oOr
four churches, and Bunday schools are
held every Sunday for the spiritunl wel
fare of our young folks. The counly is
in excellent shape from a financlal stand.
polnt, not owing a cent. Each and every
warrant is pald on presentation to the

County Tressurer,
M. FITZIMAURICE.
Moro.

UMATILLA COUNTY.

Produets of Farm, Orchard, Dalry
and Hange Are $1,500,000 a Year,

Umatilla County, of which Pendleton 1a
the seal. produced during the year 1301
markeiable stulf that brought not
then $.H00 In gold inte the hands of
the (armers, stockbreeders, frultralsers
and dairymen. Umatilla County has a
poputation of 5J000. The per capita pro-
duction, therefore, s 5140, Tt Is belleved
Lthat no county in Oregon, of, indeed, on
the Coast or In the entire United Biates,
oan exhihit a higher legitimnte per capita
annual production than this. And, of the
totu] that was produced, this belng an og-
ricultural and stock county, & Iarger
perceniage of the recalpls remain within
the county in the possecasion of the pro-
duccers, upon the theory, generally accepl-
that agriculture and lvestock yieid
a larger margin of profit to those en-
gag:d therein than does any other pro-
duciive industry, This splendld show-
ing, wien anslyzed, will be seen to be

thin bouhds of truth. The crop of wheat
that was Lhervealed was 45000 bushels,
and the average price recelved was ©
tents, or & totai value of SLTE 0. To off-

» reduction that must be made for
seed wheat comes the osts and corn ralsed
in the county.

The di=trict of the northern part of the
county usually produces and esells Tor
gold $50090 worth of fruit. Last year the
crop was damaped, and probably brought
somewhnt lesx than 00,9, but the delcit
is more than mede up by the production in
this part of the county, so that 320000
can legitimately be gpdded to the year's
production, bring/ng up the total to JLFA-
L LN
Handlea 6,000,000 Founds of Wool.

Umatiila County sold more than 223
%0 pounds of wool &ctually ralsed in the
county, saltbough she handied more than
€0 pounds, belng a center for wool
Interests for a large distric. The rev-
enue (rom the wool sales was aboutl
5,00, and 1IT500 lambs were dropped
and saved to grow Into form to bring in
the Fall 51 T each, for shipment to the
Yakimna Winter feeding grounds, and also
to Montana and Utab and Wyoming, with
some sent tof Chicage Kansa= Clty and
Omaha. These bring up the total to Ri.-
of 250

Umatiila County soid 10000 head of cal-
tle, which at the prevalllng high prices
for beef, realized fully 350,000, and making
the total FAL108250

in the dalry Indusiry. there has besn
mapid development, In the Camas Valicy
plone, & region W miles to the south and
witkin the limits of the county, nearly, If
not quite, 1500 cows are utillzed by daliy-
men, the most of the products coming
from the several creameries that are
flourishing there. The returns from each
cow, for seven months of the year, are
H per month, or §5 1o the cow, making
a total of #2000 for the seven months,
This amount s augmented during the
remmainder of the year, so that the dairy
Industry of Camas Vailey returns about
00 per annum. In other parts of the
caunty, fhe total returns from the dalries
and croumories will eqgual those of (ke
Camas Valley. And this justifies the as-
sertian that $H0.600 |s contributed annusl
Iy by the dalry interests of Umatills Coun-
t¥. Adding this return, the total of the
county’s production comes to $5.200,250

In addlition to theso elements of produc-
tiveness are the market gardens. the hon-
oy-rilsing, itseif by no means inconsidera-
ble, the Jumber, the placer mines of the
southern district of the county, the wood
cut in the mountains for fuel and shipped
all over the eastern part of the state, the
hay and the horses and the hogs enough
and to spare to bring up the total of the
county’s annual production this year to
$2,700,000,

Umatilia County on the average ralses
1 por cent of the wheat cron of Lthe United
Biates, which runs about 500,000,000 bushels,
and the average here being 5000000,

The pounty ia conspleuous for the large
average yleld per ache. Statemeants such
ks thin are trite, and are sometimes looked
upon with suspicion, yet it Is easily dem-
onstmble that the better lands of the
county average well up to % bushels to
the acre, with a comparatively small area
of lghter lands, In which is an admix-
ture of alkall, tha: averages not more
than I8

The soll of the. wheat areas i» that en-
during, indeed, almost Inexhaustible, wvol-
canic ash, which is preseat wherever in
the worid high rates of production are
manifest and which possesses the endur-
ing qualities not known to any other
character of moll Although tilled for

half gencration, some of it for more
twice that period, It indicates no
tendency 10 diminish in its yleiding qual-
fty.

" 1t is inevitable that
80ll would become exhausted But, as
the years pa the farmers hereabouts
karn the art of diversification of crops,

ed,

in this time this

i and apply meodern methods to the con-

duct of thelr business Lands that were
regarded as valueless for agriculture %
years ago are now seiling at from 30 to
o per acre, and are held as the best
wheatl or other grain lands In the worid.
Umatilia Frult a Prisewinner.

Fruitralsers here win prises whenever
they eénter Into competition with those of
other countles or siates. Half of the fa-
mous Walla Walla Valley 1s within the
boundaries of Umatilia County. And the
half thetl is included bherein is, perhape,
the better hall. It raises better fruits
than does the other half, It raises larger
yields per tree. In the orchards of Uma-
tilla County are less pests than In any
portion of the wonderful fruit sections
of the West. Grealer care has been ex-
ercised, The orchards are younger. Meth-
ods for eradieation of pests have been per-
fect aince the frult indusiry was estab-
iished here. Henot there Is every reason
why the orchands of the county should be

 frecr from the pests than are others. The

State Frult Commissioner for this dis-
trict gives his testimony that Umatilla
County products are less subject to con-
demnation than are those from any other
region coming under his supervision.
‘I'ne horse industry of this county is one
of its most profitable producers. Here are
climate, proper food, extenslve range, in-
deed all the slements necessary to the pro-
duction of high-bred anlmals, as well as
those fit for the heavy farm usea. For
years Umatilla County trsck
horses have oconclusively demanstrated
the fact that thie is an Jdea! region for
the breeding of horses for racing, Both
standard bred and thoroughbred horses
g0 from here {0 win In the racing mests
of the Coast and in the East and so suc-
cessTul has been the breeding of fast ant-
mals here that the Umatilia County brand
upon a horse caures him to appreciate in-
stantly in the open markets of the coun-
try. ‘The Altamont, Wilkes and other
famous families of harness horses are rep-
resented in thiz county Ly get that have
sustalred the grest reputations of thelr
celebrated sirese. Owned In the county,
bred on its ranges and In its stables, and
actually exhibited in the annua! horse pa-
rade given here in April, were more thas
#® unimals of worthy and registersd pedi-
gree, that had shown miles “in less than
thirty,” ar the horsemen deslgnate thoee
that can encirel® a track faster than 5:30,
Of these # half bave mwarks of less than
220, while the horses credited to Umnatilia
County duripg the past slx years that

es

—

have repeatediy done betger than 1:15, In-
clude half a score. BSales have been
heavy ut high pricea,

These are facts in face of the concesslion
that during the years when the home
muoarkel wns depressed, common animais
could be bought for ., and a working
barse with his harness oh frequently soid
for 310, when put up at aucilon.

Breeding Cows for the Dairy.

This 1 a period for development of the
dnlrying resources of the Wesl. The
markst & not yot supplled by home pro-
duction in any state on the Pacific Coam,
Western Oregon bhas made more rapld
strides in this line of industry than has
Eastern Oregon. But at thisa time,
throughout this region, ranchers are (Um-
ing their attention more and more to the
breeding and raising of cows for dalrying,
This s accelerated hy the importation of
bulis from some of the best herds of the
East. and representing the acknowledged
families of butter-producers At this
time In Umatilla County are arveéral herds
that are prizsewinners at fair and exposi-
tan competitions. Jersey, Hereford and
Bhorthorns predominate,

It s noticeable that rat only are dalry-
men Improving thelr berds, but also oat-
tiemen who breed for the beef market are
giving heed to the advantages of having
cattle of better grade than the scrubs of
the sariy years. This is resuiting In the
breading up of cattle herds for the beef
market that are worthy the wearing of
blue ribbons at any campetitinn,

Umatilla County has long been noted for
the high-bred sheep that constituts the
bands of a Jozen bremm ma bave given
eupecial attention to 1 £ up bands
adapted to the needs of the Western wool-
Erower. The problem was to find a sheep
that combined mutton and wool gquailities,
This has been done by proper crosting of
the finer merines with coarser breeds, or
in making some other combination, to
produce sheep large cnough to be =ought
by the muotton buyer, and yet with good
woo! growing upon thelr backs, Experi-
ments in feeding, as to times and quantity
and wvariely of feed, have enabied the
Umatilia CGoonty sheepmen to establisn
the sheep of this reglon In the markets of
the country as staple stuff
What Is Offered to the Homeseeker.

What advantages does Umatilla County
offer to those In the Eamt who are sseking
Western loeationsa? It offers the most
productive wheat lands known to agricul-
ture. It offers timber on the mouniains B8
good ms any over sawed into lumber. I
offere vast areas af jand now arid, that
will, with water placed upon 1t through
irrigntion, produre snything grown in the
temperate zone, and produce In an abun-
dance that makes grain husbandry or hor-
touiture but & pleasant eptscde. In hin
county are esveral times more acres ol
these arld lands than there are of lands
now under culitvation. Therefore, to the
man who will wark cut the problem as to
how best to irrignte, here are uniimited
opportunities, not only to better his own
condition, but to be a factor in the mak-
ing of the new Wesl, in the bullding of &n
emplire, an empirs that will gome Jay be
the real center of productivendss on the
American Coatinent. It offers to the aslck
man the best :llmate upon which the rays
of the wun shine. It offerm the surest
crops, fallores being unknown, that are
taken from the earth by farmers any-
where on the globe.

Here, then, are unexcelled wheat, froit,
vegotable, pasture and timber lands, with
only 55,000 people to occupy a county %o
largs that from Pendleton one may drive
by direct route & miles to,the southern
boundary, 5 miles by a direct route to the
norihern line, and an egual distance al-
most frem east to wost, Here wheat may
be produced lald down at railroad sta-
tions for 5 cents a bushei, as nearly ab-
solutely certain to be unfalling, aa finite
things can be absolute, and thus insuring
a return of nearly 100 per cent annually
on the total cost. And, in some yeara, the
return M close to 200 per cent. Here are
fruit lands that bear every variety and
the best quality known to the sone, with
abundance of water flowing from the
mountains ready at hand to be ulillzed,
Here are vasi range: for Summer a
Winter, upon which with proper husband-
ing of resources will fourish luxuriant
bunchgrase, the mom succulent natural
Erass yet found by maa. Here are all
things with which to make of the region
& productive gurden, and all the experi-
mentation siready done by those who
were the pldneers,

Umatifa County, with 35,000,000 assessad
valuation, producing annually more than
0 per cent of that amount only sHghiiy
explored, the soll but scratched by the
comparatively few engaged In the pro-
duetive Induostries, lnys clalm to being
the richest contributor to the state’s
wralth of all the counties therein, And
she offers every opportunity te the man
of industry and enterprise and brains to
find wide scope for thelr excroise,

JOHN ¥l LATHROP.

Pendleton,

WHEELER COUNTY.

Stockraising Leads Im Oregon's
Youngest Sabdivision.

Every few yeare, owing to the stute's
rapld growth Iin population and wealth,
the former necessitating the change and
and the iatter providing means for {is sup-
port, & new county is created in Oregon

| by an act of the Legislature, The last or

vyoungest county in the state was formed
in thia manner In March, 158, under the
name of “"Wheeler County.” The wisdom
of s formation 8 already notably ap-
parent. Inhetiting a debt of £5.00 from
the three countles of Gilllam, Grant and
Crook, from each of which a portion of
territory was taken to form the new coun-
ty, Wheeler County has, in the 34 years
of its existence, cut thls debt down to
500, mnccording to the County Clerk's
last seml-annual statement, bieldes pay-
ing out, aside from the ordinary running
expanses, 3183000 for a fine new Court-
house, now ready to be occhpled, and
L6 for new record books, transcribing

| the records from the other countles, and

furniture for offices, All this without in-
croaving the tax levy; in fact with a
smaller levy than thh average levy of the
three counties out of which Wheeler Coun-
ty was carved. In the new county, which
is mbout ® mlles long by 3B wide, no tax-
payer lives more than 0 miles from the
county seal, while in the older countles
many <of Wheeler's present cltizens |ived
over 100 miles from the county sceat, and
that, too, over mountalns aimost Inacees-
siblie in the Winter time. Enough wsald.
perhaps, as an excose for our cxletence
a8 a county, If any were needed,
Great County for Stock.

At present Wheeler County Is chiefly,
in fmect, aimost wholly devoted to the rals-
ing of livestock, for which it is pecullarly
well adapted. Having two spurs of the
densiey timbered Blue Mountalna running
acroen the county, with the John Day
River flowing between them, the county s
magnificently watered, which mesns, In
Eamern Oregon, a stockman's paradise,
Bome ldea of the importance of this coun-
ty as a stockralsing center may be
gleaned from the knowledge that It con-
talns at present 00000 sheep, 15,00 cattle,
8000 horses, and hogs more than ample for
the county's 230 inhabitants, the surpiua
gning to the Portiand market. Of the 47
towmships in the county, about 12 are tim-
ber land, situsted In the mountalne and
mostly Government land, to which (he
sheep arve driven and where they fatten
during the hot Bummer months on the
rich succulent grasses that flourish in the
cool shade of the tall pinea, firs and tam-
aracks, The open land containe bunch-

,rank and rich, such as grows only
in the foothilis, and, as Wheeler County,
for the most part stands on edge, the big
half of it Is foolhllls. Of late years the
quality of the livestock In this county
has been greatly improved by the use of
none but high-grade or full-blood males,
so much so that the stock i= worth many
dollars per head more than formerly.
While this may not be making two blades
of grass grow where one grew before, It
Emounts to substantially the same thing
and shows the great possibilitles exist-
ing nlong this line. Our people are learn-
ing the jessom that a full-blood animal
ent® no more than a sctub.

Ample Winter feed for the livestock la

grown on the creek bottoms, natfral
meadows and sidekills that are not too
steep to tHl with ordinary plows, ASs
yet the day of the farmer has not came
here, the stockman tilling just as litle
ground as pecessity demands, preferring
to keep Intact as much of the virgin
bunchgramss land as possible. Alfaifa
grows to perfection on all the low lands,
and f» the favortte Winter stock feed.
Graln of all kinds % ralsed successfully,
wherever tried in all parts of the county,
not excepting the highest latitudes, which
& saying a good deal for our climate.
when It is remembercd that the summit
of the Blue Mountains !»s the county’s
southerm !lne. Here, as elsewhere In
Oregon east of the Caszeade Mountalns,
dry weather prevalls during three-fourths
of the year, and the average Winter
(meaning by this the duration of tme
range stock must be fed) does not ex.
ceed six weeks, There Is an average of
sbout one week's 3ero weather. Where
ordinary care is exeroised, Winter loas of
stock s unknown. .
Flanting New Orchards.

Hardy fruits are easily raised through-
out the county, almost every rancher pos-
sessing & small orchard. Peaches, apri-
cots and grapes second t{o none are pro-
duced in abundance in the orchards on
creekas and river bottomsa, and In many
sheltered coves in the hilla, Many thou-
sands of frult treea, of which the major
portlon, perhaps, are apples, as the apple
does extraordinarily well and & the ac-
knowledged king of all frults raised hers,
are being wet out each year. Some day,
when the transportation facilities come,
as come they surely will, the frult ex-
ports of Wheeler County will not be the
least source of its Income, Good gardens
are the rule everywhere, fine vegétables
and small fruits belng ralsed with but
ittie care.

The average slockman views the com-
ing of raliroads with mixed feellngs, but
the sentiment in favor of the ‘ilron horee™
s surely though slowly growing For,
while its advent will undeninbly reduce
the quantity of the stockman's outside
range, it will just as certalnly enhance
the value of the Innd that he owns, More-
over, It will give him, and what s gen-
erally dearer to him far than himself—hls
wife and chlidren—advantuges In the way
of a better oivilization, especially along
socidl and cducational llnes, that come
only with growth of population and i
rect touch with the outside world, that
will more than offset the problematical
decresss he sffs In his income The
long-distance telephone, already here, Is
& whole sermon (n itself to doubters of
this truth. The old and selfish view, of
great prosperity for & small number of
people, s being superseded by the new and
betier view of the greatest good for the
greatest number. Once the mallroad tra-
varses Whoeler County the county will be
able to support, In comfort, nay, even
afMucnce, many times ita present popula-
ton: for, with transportation assured and
modern appilances for cuitivating our ex-
ceedingiy fertile sidehills, the county
could produce milllons of buehels of grain
annueally, (nstead of merely sufficlent, as
now for the making of our bread and the
feeding of our teams. This, without de-
creacing the net wvalue of our llvestock,
s with Improved methods more per acre
and of &' better grade can be kept, Crop
faliures In this county are unknown, Last
vear the Columbia BSouthern Rallroaa,
which is headed this way, was completed
to Shaniko, #® mlles from Foesil, and
now our nearest shipping point. Prior to
that, Arlington, 60 mlles away, was our
ciosest shipping point.

Thounsands of Acres for Homeateadn.

While the besxt lands of Wheelier Coun-
t¥ have already been taken up, there are
stlll hundreds of thousands of acres of
Government land that can be homesteadea
ar secured cheaply as school, desert or
timber and stone landa. Or the thrifty
Bastern farmer, who desires to forsake
the Winter blizzsards and withering Bum-
mers to which he is accustomed, can yet
buy productlive deeded land In Wheeler
County, Oregon, at & price that will ap-
pear to him as a song. from restiess, vis.

lonary owners who often leave In secarch |

of & “better land" that !s never found,

and who almost Invariably return, poorer |

In purse but rieher In experience, to one
of the most prosperous counties on God's
green earth. A large majority of our cit-

izenz own their own homes. Poverty as
understood in the Enast and Middle states
B unknown. There ls not & pauper in tie
county.

We do not clalm that this Is 2 Garden
of Eden, where all {2 play and a Hne
Adumic living comes without work to
cumberers of the ground. To the lazy,
impecunious, hand-to-mouth prospective
Immigrant we would say: "Go ‘way back
and sit down. There 1s not rom under
foot for you In progressive Wheeler Coun-
ty, Oregon.”” To the shrifty, industrious
Eastern immigrant, possessed of some
means as such urually sre, who fears not
profitable work and disdains not small
things, we say: “Come, and weloome,
There is room for you tn this vineyard.
Here your heavy handicap is removed and
you will prosper an never before., Come!™
This sort of man will be iaterested in the
fact that bees Invariably do well here.
Ogpe man in Mitchell realized §1900 from 10
hives Iast year. and even Detler resulls,
on & smaller scale, are reallzed by others
who keep bees In various parts of the
county. This, notwithstanding the arti-
fAcial feeding of bees, as practiced In other
parts of the world, !s never practiced here.
He will also be intsrested by the sinte-
ment of the faet that there ls a bright
future for dairying In this county, an In-
dustry as yot in Its gwaddling clothes with
us. Further, he will be Intercsied to
know tha: our high, dry climate s an
\deal one for the ralsing of poultry. the
peréentage of increase belng much larger
than In lower, damper reglons This 18 a
line that iz receiving considerable atten-
tion from our citizens gencrally, all be-
ing apparently anxious to [ncreass 1tnhe
numbers and improve the quality of their
chickens. For example., one local fancler
of the writer's acquaintance hss Aduring
the past year sold to rancherz and othérs
over & hundred thoroughbred birds at an
average price of 5. besides 3 worth of |
full-blood egps for ‘hatching purposes,

To the gportsman, Wheeler (County has
much to offer. Deer, once plentiful, are
becoming ecarcer as man pucshes his
sbode toward the heart of the wild-
wood, but are still plentiful enovgh
to maks the stealking and shooting of
them {nitcresting to the ardent hunter.
Fish abhound in our many sireams,
and thelr capture doecs nop reqitire the
skill or pationce of an izsak Walton, Rab-
bite, grouee and wild ducks and gueae are
RUMETOLS, For those desiring bigger
game a few bear yet Inhabit the mountain
fastnesses,

Manafacturing and Mining.

85 far our mamifactures consist of but
flousr and Jumber, Fossll fine
barrel full roller process flouring mill, and
Milchell has a good mili with half thal
eapacity. There are half a Jdoscn saw
mills scattered over the county’s timber
belt that turn out several miliion feet n
year of rough and fnished lumber for
loeal purposes,

Uur mines consist of a large and ever-
increasing number of partially developea
quartz ciaims, many of them of consider-
able promise, some being owned by lead-
ing caplinliste of Oregon, and the well-
known S~anieh Gulch placer mines, whose
output has averaged 35,000 during the pas:
three years, It la expected that before
many years the minee of Wheeler County
will be one of the male factors In her
wenith and generul prosperity.

Fo=sll, the county seat, s beautifully
localed on HButte Creek, a tributary of the
John Day River, In a wvailey surroundea
by lofty hills that shelter the town froM
the winds and rtorme that prevall on the
mountains to the south and the platenu
rogion towards the Columbin River on the
north. AL & cost of §15,000 it has one of
the best gravity water sysiems the
country, the supply bteolng obtalned by
plping from a pure mountain spring about
three miles southwes: of town, at an
elevalion of 300 feet above the town. Thls
system throwa a stream of water from o
four-inch hose far over the tallest bLrick
bulldingas m town, affording superb pro
tection from fire. The town has a &pien-
did pubile school, taught nine months each l
year, with four teachers and Z¥ puplls In
attendance. The schoolrooma are inade-
quate, but that fault will soon be reme- |
dled, as the voters havé deglured for a |
new schoo! bullding to meet the uireaay’
overdue demand. Plans are being pre-
pared for a new elght-room brick school-
house, estimated cos; 2000 to be bullt

has a Sk

in

during the coming year. A new County
Courthouse, costing $13.000, has just been
completed, and other buildings bring the |
total cost of bulldings erectéd In Fossil |
during the year 1901 up to BLAG, a re-
markable showing for a town of about W
inhabitants, This progressive littis town
has fne church facilities and contains |
lodges of ail the prominent fraternal or-
ders. Its principal merchants carTy im-
mensa stocks of goods In modern brick
bulldings, to accommodate the iarge In-
terfior trade, and its fine flouring mill =
A source of pride to every citlzen. The
town is quite & mall center, belng the dis- I
tributing and starting point of six mall |
lines, whose malls are carried in stage
coaches that also CArry passengers. Fos-
ail derives lts name from valuable fossil
diacoveriea made In the viglnity by sclen-
tista who annuaily explore the rich fossil
fields of the county. Professor Merviam,
of the University of California, has made
valuable discoveries of this nature here
during the past two years,

Mitehell, the only other Incorporated |
town in the county, has a population of
about IM, and is & very prosperous place,
its business houses having a splendid
trade with the stockmen whossa ranges
surround ¢, extending back for many
miles Richmond and Spray are both
small towns, with bright prospects, that
have been almost entirely built up within
the past tWoO years.

JAMES B. STEWART.

Foss)l

WALLOWA COUNTY.

Lack of a Rallroad Retards the De-
velopment of Agriculture.

This comparatively new county has dur-
ing the yeur 1% enjoyed a reasonable de-
gree of prosperity. More land has been
put In cullivation, fencing dJdone, more
houses built and more Irrigating ditches
constructed "than In any previous year
since |ts organization. Syccegsful experi-
ments have proven that alfalfa and brome |
Rrass can be ralsed here, and many acres |
have been sown, alfalfa on lower
iands that can be Irrigated and brome om
the high, dry lands,

As we have no mallroad or other publle

the

| one has been sent

means of :rar.ap?rtatinr.‘ farm products
are not extensively ralsed for export, buat
enocugh wheat of the best possible gquality
was ralsed last yenr to keep all the mills
of the couniy running until another crop
can be barvested, and amn abundance of
other kinds of grain and hay to surply ail
the stock not sent to the Winter ranges,
The vegetabls and frult erop, owlng 10
late frosts, may not have beem quite up
to the usual yield, but there Ik no danger
of a famine in elther.

The copper mines, about which thers
has been some stir, are still being pros-
pected, and development work is deing
fone, and the diMiculty of access Is prob-
abiy the oniy reason that more has not
been done with them. The same may be
sald of the granite. marbie and coal de-
posits known to exist in the county. The
wonderful agricultural, grazing and tim-
ber resources will sventually make this
& great county, whether the ines Amounc
to anything or not. There 18 also much
Government land within the limits of
this county on which good homes will be
made (f it Ia not all leased to some syn-
dicate.

Financially the county is fairly well off.
The motey coming from the sale of the
wool of 250000 or more sheep, and 10,000
hogs, 6000 cattls and a great many horses
at high prices. ought to figure out In the
aggregate quite a large =um. When di-
vided among the 7% or 50 people In tha
county, It glves an amount per capita,
perhaps, as great as any county in the
state.

Educationally, soetnlly and marally the
people here are praobably getting along as
well as those anywhere. Ths exclusion
mw would be & dead letter and the scenes
that cause little furries of excitement in
the South could not happen hers, as there
is not & Chinaman or negro in the county,
The Indians, once so numerouz, and not
always agreeable, after seversl of them
had to work out fines on the atreets of
Enterprise for violating the fish and gume
laws, left in disgust and are seén no
more.  Only four persons have been found
worthy of the penitentiary, which Iz much
less than the usual yearly average. No
to the lunatic asvium
and the two or three attemp!s at sulcide
were not successful., It ls Jdoubtfi
people more Justly better 8
themselves and things generalls
found than In Walowa County

Enterprisa L. J. ROIU'SE,

ENTERPRISE BREWERY

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

Largest and Greatest Brewery on the Pacific Coast.
First and Only Eight-Hour Union Beer in America.

('-lilll .‘tu_r.n-xr at
PORTLAND ARTIFICIAL ICE COMPANY'S

Elghicenth

und Upshaor.

Office: 383 SEVENTEENTH STREET, North

Near Thurman.

Oregon "Phone, 1221,
Colnmbin "Phone, 231,

HENRY MEISTER,
General Agent
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HENRY WEINHARD’S
CITY BREWERY

Situated on the block bounded by Burnside,
Couch, North Twelfth and Thirteenth Streets

PORTLAND, OREGON
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DRAUGHT AND BOTTLED BEER SOLD IN QUANTITIES TO SUIT.
ALL ORDERS PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO. -
SHIPMENTS IN CARLOAD LOTS A SPECIALTY.
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