
is not so large, by perhaps one-thir- d,

as It will be next season. Next year
the county ought to produce 1,000,000 bush-
els of grain. The 700,000 bushels above
referred to, was produced on portions
of 00.S9S acres of land, that being the
number of deeded, tillable acres of ground
in the county, as reported on the 1S01"

assessment roll.
The Immense level fields of fertile soil

and the nine or 10 months of fine weather
enable farming to be carried on here on
a very extensive scale, and these con-

ditions, coupled with Improved machin-
ery, make it possible for one man to farm
as much as 1700 acres of land at one time.
George Utt, of near lone, farms 1700 acres,
and he does nearly all his own work. In
breaking the ground he uses three-gan- g

plows, five horses to each plow, and, with
a saddle horse, Mr. Utt rides along and
simply turns the teams at each corner of
the Immense field. Milt Morgan, his neigh-
bor, this season raised 10,000 bushels of
wheat; Williams Bros. 11.000 bushels, and
R. McElligott about 7000 bushels. These
are only a few of the largest grain pro-

ducers of the counts', the amount of
whose yields we have been able to learn.
Grain is usually a good crop here, yield-
ing from 10 to 35 bushels to the acre.
"Whenever it brings a decent price, tne
farmers cannot help but prosper. Even
as it Is, with the land already cleared,
the long seasons of superb weather, Im-

mense level tracts on which all the mod-

ern improved machinery can be used, and
the many other favorable conditions, the
farmer does as well, If not better, here
than he would most anywhere else in the
United States. Many a man has come
West, bought a large Improved farm on
time, and paid for it out of the first or
second year's cropt of grain raised there-
on.

The prosperous town of lone, 18 miles
north of Heppner, is the principal wheat
market of the county, and the three ware-
houses there handled in the neighborhood
of 225,000 bushels of wheat this season.
Douglas, the next point in Importance,
handled about 160,000 bushels, and Lexing-
ton about 100.000 bushels. Nearly all the
wheat is No. 1 in quality and always com-

mands the highest market price. The man
who has money to invest in improved land
in this county can purchase the same at
prices ranging from J2 50 to $5 per acre.
Within the next few years, however, this
Identical land will be selling at double
the prices it is commanding at present; so
now is the time for the homeseeker to
come in and take advantage of the op-

portunities which await him.
Wages Paid on Ranch and Farm.
For the laboring man here is the place

to como for good wages, which are about
as follows: For ranch hands the year
round, from ?2S to $35 per month, and dur-
ing harvest time (which lasts from 35

to 60 days), from 51 50 to J2 23 per day; for
cheep-herder- s, 533 to 540 per month; for
camp-tende- rs, 540 to 5C5 per month. All
other wage-earne- rs are equally well re-

munerated for their services.
Fruit and vegetable growing is .getting

to be one of our chief branches of agri-
culture. We cannot cope with the Colum-
bia River Valley in the production of
peaches, grapes and berries, but in apples,
pears, potatoes, beets, turnips, carrots and
onions Morrow County defies the world.
The big apple which took the first pre
mium at the Chicago World's Fair in
1893 was raised by a Mr. Carothers, on
Rock Creek. Morrow County. In T. W.
Howard's grocery store on the first day
of November, last year, there was on ex-

hibition a potato which had been .raised
on the farm of Al Osmln, near Heppner,
and which weighed just seven pounds.
Harry Cummlngs, near Hardman, every
year raises tons of potatoes weighing
from one to five pounds each. Apples and
onions weighing one and two pounds are
a common article here. Visitors to the
Times Fruit & Vegetable Fair (where the
best products of Morrow County have
been exhibited during the past several sea-

sons), have all stated that even at the
Portland Exposition there can be nothing
found to excel them, and, in fact, few to
equal them.

The farmers are all planting orchards
and developing gardens on a large scale,
and within the next few years horticul-
ture will constitute one of our most prof-
itable and reliable Industries. Without a
particle of artificial irrigation, this rich,
prolific soil produces the largest and best-flavor-

fruit and vegetables to be found
anywhere in the West.

Mining is practically an undeveloped in-

dustry In Morrow County as yet, but
prospectors and experts are confident that
underneath the surface of the Blue Moun-
tains, in Its southern portions, lie millions
of dollars worth of precious metals. The
finest kind of prospects have from time

' to time been discovered. At present some
Heppner capitalists are developing a coal
mine 25 miles south of Heppner, and the
present indications of procuring a high-gra-

of coal are most flattering. Should
this mine turn out according to present
expectations a railroad will no doubt be
built Into that locality from Heppner.

Stock Herds Being: Improved.
The stockmen arc taking more Interest

every year in improving their breeds, and
bringing their slock up to a higher stand-
ard of excellence. The scrubby cow,
sheep and horses are being eliminated from
the range, and their places are being rap-
idly filled by bigger and better-bloode- d

animals. Chief among the breeders of fine
stock in this county is Mr. W. O. Minor,
founder of Minor & Co.'s big mercantile
business at Heppner, and who has been
actively engaged in the stock business
since he was 10 years of age. During the
past seven years he has devoted his chief
attention to the breeding of fine Shorthorn
cattle and Poland China hogs, and he has
been largely in evidence at the various
state, district and county fairs throughout
Washington and Oregon, especially so
about the time the blue ribbons were being
distributed. In the Shorthorn cattle line
Mr. Minor now recognizes only one com-
petitor on the Coast Mr. Charles Ladd, of
Portland, whom he has held his own with

if not defeated in nearly all their con-
tests. Mr. Minor Is owner of Sallle Girl
(champion cow of the United States in
1E99 and for which he paid 51700); also the
other prize-winner- s, Rosy O'Grady, Sassy
Frantic, the famous bull Collision, and
many other magnificent specimens of live-
stock. He is totally unable to supply the
demand for the offspring of these animals.

The only manufacturing Industries of
importance which the county supports at
present are as follows: The Heppner
Flouring Mill, capacity, 75 barrels per day;
the Lexington Flouring Mill, the three
saw mills of Benjamin Parker, W. L. Mal-lor- y

and A. M. Slocum. These saw mills
are located In tho midst of thousands and
thousands of acres of the finest timber
land to be found on the Coast, and the
supply of timber is practically inexhaus-
tible.

Morrow County Is in a most prosperous
condition financially, and within the next
six months she Rill be entirely out of
debt. The semi-annu- al statement of the
county officers, as published on October
24, makes tho following showing:

Total liabilities, 520.C33 03: total resources
(including taxes payable but not yet de-
linquent), 52S.412 6S. By this time next
year the county ought to hae several
thousand dollars surplus In her treasury.

Lnrjce Bank Deposits.
Another evidence of our prosperity Is

the showing made by the First National
Bank of Heppner, which carries deposits
amounting, on an average, to 5330,000.
Cashier George Conser, who is chiefly re--
sponsible for the excellent standing of
this Institution, Informs the writer that
at one time thi3 year the deposits in this
bank, subject to check, aggregated 5310,-00- 0.

A broken man Is a rarity in Morrow
County. Happy, prosperous and content-
ed, the people of this favored land rep-
resent the true Westerner liberal, hos-
pitable, good-nature- honest and upright
with their fellow-me- n, always putting into
practice the teachings of the golden rule.

Great Interest is taken in educational
matters, and Morrow County supports
many fine public schools. At Heppner the
enrollment of pupils Is about 300. and nine
teachers are employed; at lone 103 pupils
are enrolled and two teachers are em-
ployed; at Lexington two teachers in

struct SO pupils; at Hardman two teachers
Instruct about CO pupils, and the remainder
of the county is equally well supplied
with educational facilities. Good public
schools. Sunday schools and churches
throughout this section make moral, law-abidi-

citizens of the rising generation,
and their influence has a purifying effect
ev en upon those of maturer years. When-
ever it becomes necessary to levy a heavy
tax upon property for school purposes, let
it be said to the credit of the entire coun-
ty, there are few if any kickers to be
found. All are in favor of giving the
children the very best educational advan-
tages possible.

Morrow County is supplied with several
prosperous towns and trading points. In-
cluding Heppner, lone, Lexington. Hard-ma- n,

Douglas. Gooseberry and Eight Mile.
Heppner, with a population of between
1200 and 1500, Is the county seat, and com-
mercial men and all others pronounce it to
be the best town of its size on the Pacific
Coast No town transacts more business
direct with the consumer and with tho
producer than does Heppner. It is the
terminus of the Heppner branch railroad,
and is the shipping point for the Immense
Interior country lying south of it. Freight
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Is hauled from here into the interior, dis-
tances

to
of 100 miles and over. With one

exception, Heppner is the largest wool is
market In the Northwest. The two ware-
houses here handle on an average
pounds of wool every year. This season
5,500,000 pounds were shipped from here, atat prices ranging from to 12 cents per
pound. A large portion of this amount,
however, was last year's clip, which the
producers had refused to sell at the fig-
ures offered them.

And thus we find Morrow County, which,
as place of abode, for the capitalist or
for the man of moderate means, compares
favorably with any other section of God's

earth. E. M. SHUTT.
Heppner.

RcsonrccH of Region That Is At-

tracting: Mnnr Settlers.
Productive farms, rich mines, well-stock-

ranges, stately forests and thrift-ine- ss

among the people are general
of Union County.

Of all the sections of tho Great North- -

BIG FACTORY

west, this county ranks well tip with tho
best in diversity of resources and general
prosperity. Its population is now over
15,000, but there Is room for several times
that number. In the Intensified develop- -
ment of its varied resources.

Union County is situated in the north-
eastern part of the state, and in an
Irregular shape, having elongated
arms, one extending cast and the other
north. At Its greatest distance near-
ly 185 miles long; and it contains about
S3 townships or little over 3000 square
miles of surface.

This Is made up of valleys and
mountains, plains and hills, prai-
ries and forests. The valleys are fertile
and productive, the hills are covered with
the celebrated Oregon bunchgrass and the
mountalns are bedecked with extensive
forests and rich with precious metals

The principal source of wealth in Union
County agriculture. Water here is
abundant for irrigation purposes, where
needed, that failure of crops is yet
to be recorded. The agricultural lands He
in the valleys and on the rolling hills sur
rounding them. There are five prlnclpal- -

alleys in the county. Grand Ronde, In-
dian, Lower Powder, Pineand Eagle. All
of these are very fertile and productive.
Grand Ronde Is in the center of the coun-
ty and the largest and contains about
SOO square miles of territory. The cereal
products of the county amount to about
2,000,000 bushels per annum, one-ha- lf of
which wheat the other half is oats,
barley and rye. About 500,000 bushels of
the wheat used by the flouring mills of
the county, of which there are six; the
balance is exported. The flouring mills
are located one In each of the following
towns: Union, La Grande, Island City,
Elgin, Cove, North Powder and Pine

In the Frnit Industry.
The fruit industry here jU3t beginning

to assume proportions of Industrial im-
portance. The past few years have dem
onstrated the superiority of this climate
and sold for horticultural pursuits. Ap
ples, pears, prunes, plums, peaches and all
the smaller fruits attain perfection here.
There was produced In the county last
year about 120 carloads of apples, pears
and prunes, CO carloads of which have
been expoVted the remainder used for
home consumption. Many thousands of
fruit trees, are being set out annually,
over 10,000 trees having been purchased for
the coming season planting. This year
the first evaporator was erected at Union
navmg capacity tons of green
prunes per day. ana made most suc
cessful run, handling over 25 carloads of

.Y..Ae? vtll
There is great opportunity for fruit and
vegeiaoie canneries inia county. jNono
have ever been erected here. Lands that
have been purchased for 525 per acre after
haing been set out to orchards now sell
for from 5200 to 5300 per acre. There is

demand for ail the fruit that can be
produced here." This Industry offers the
finest opportunity for the small Investors
to make start. These crops are never-fallin- g.

Berries, such as strawberries, black-
berries, raspberries, etc., attain perfection
here and find ready market.

Another of the Industries

THE M0R3I3G OREGONIAN- - JANUARY 1, .1902.

that is now firmly established In Union
County, and which to its
wealth annually Is the avgar-be- et Industry1.
Four years ago the Oregon Sugar Company
erected an extensive refining plant near
La Grande In the Grand Ronde Valley,
but like ever Institution of the kind It
took several years to get the Industry es-

tablished. But that point has been at-
tained. The season's run of the factory
which closed about the 1st of November,
was very successful. About 31,000 bags
of refined having been turned out
during the run. The factory employs when
in operation between ISO and 200 hands. ,

But the work in the beet fields during the
thinning, weeding and harvesting of the
crop requires thousands of hands. Next
season the acreage of beets in the county
will be nearly doubled. With this indu-
stry here, with the fruit Industry es-
tablished, person docs not have to have
many acres of land to make living and

fair margin besides. No other section
of the Great Northwest has these advan-
tages.

Dairying Is one of the coming Industries
of Union County, although it is In Its in-

fancy here. No better pasture lands are
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bo found anywhere than In various
parts of our numerous volleys. And there

always a market for the output In the
adjacent mines. There aro now four
creameries In the county, one at Union,
one at Summervllle, one at Cove and one

North Powder. These creameries are
unablo to fill the orders received and there

room for a number of other similar
here.

Among the industries of Union' County
should be mentioned the Union woolen
mills, located at the City of Union. These
mills are the largest manufacturers of
woolen blankets on the Pacific Coast.
While other classes of goods are manu-
factured, yet the work Is almost exclusive-
ly on blankets, of which a superior grade

manufactured out of wool produced
from the flocks of this county. This fac-
tory is operated by water-powe-r, as is
other Industries at Union.

of Minlngr
Mining is one of the great and prom-

ising industries of Union County, and one
which contributes in a large measure to
Its wealth. The southern and eastern
parts of the county contain much min-

eral. Thousands of locations have been

i

made and a number of towns have grown
up. Among these are Cornucopia, Union
County's greatest gold camp; Sparta, that
has produced several million dollars in
Placer gold but now merging into a quartz
tamp, oaukui, iiiu. jiaa u. icluiu ui -

ing out more than a million dollars worm
of bullion during the past years, and a
number of smaller towns, such as

Copper Butte and Irondyke. Good
placers and quartz claims have been taken
and are. being worked en the headwaters
of Grand Rondo River, in the southwest-
ern part of the county, but the larger
part of tho mining is In the eastern and
southern part. At North Powder many
new discoveries have been made this year,
and that little city is expecting a rapid
growth the coming season. Near Telo-cas-

12 miles touth of Union, several
rich discoveries recently made arc now
being opened and proving to be very val- -
uablc. At has been
rapid the past year, and some new quartz
mills have gone in. The camp has one of
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the brightest futures of any mining field
In the country. At Sanger a large num-
ber of men are at work on the C. T.
Bradley mines, and great activity prevails
there.' At Cornucopia several hundred are
constantly employed In mining. The Cor-
nucopia mines of Oregon located at that
camp are among the best gold mines in
the West. In that district there are sev-
eral hundred claims on which assessment
work is being done yearly, and much oth-
er work done. The camp is
on the eve of a phenomenal mining boom.
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At CoDDer Butte. 23 miles southeast of
UnIonIs locatcd' one of the largest de
posits of copper ore to be found In the
world. These ledges are now being op-

ened. At Burkemont adjoining much de-

velopment work Is being done on an Im-
mense copper deposit. A city has been
laid out there. At Irondyke along Snake
River In the extreme eastern part of the
county. Is another great deposit of miner-
alized rock, rich in copper and gold. What
this mineral section needs is a railroad to
enable the ores to be handled economical-
ly. And It Is quite probable that this need
will bo supplied during the coming year,
as a company has been formed at Union,

backed by New York capital to build a
railroad from the O. R. & N. Co.'s line
at Union, eastward through the Catherine
Creek Pass to Snake River, passing
through tho heart of the great mineral
belt of the. county.

When this road will have been, com-
pleted these mines will receive an impetus
thta will attract capital and mining men
from all over the entire country, as there
is no doubt that they have few equals in
the whole mining world.

Fine Timber in the Mountains.
The timber wealth of the county Is very

large. Some of the best timber, such as
Oregon pine, fir, and tamarack, to be
found. Is located In the mountains of Un-

ion County: Large saw1 mills are In ope-

ration in the mountains west of La
Grande, and near Elgin, and many smaller
mills in various sections of the county,
giving employment to several hundred
hands and producing annually several mil-

lions of wealth. But there remains many
large sections of timber that have sot
been touched, that will soon be opened
to the locator. There is a likelihood that
the Elgin branch of tho O. R. & will
bo extended in the near future in the
northern part of the county, and that will
open up a large belt of fine timber. But
the building of the Union Railroad from
Union to Snako River will open one of the
largest timber belts In the west. It Is es-

timated that there are at least 4C0 squaro
of timber adjacent to this proposed

road, that will come tnto market as soon
as the line is built.

The timber resources are very attractive
to the newcomer and afford him an op-

portunity to make a start very easily.
The principal cities of the County are

Union, the county seat, with a population
of about 2000 and La Grande with a popu-
lation of about 3300. The other towns are
Island City. Elgin, Cove,
Hllgard, North Powder, Sparta, Richland,
Carson and Cornucopia. All prosperous
and energetic little

The State of Oregon has established an
experiment station on a re tract of
land adjoining the City of Union, In which

work will be carried on un-

der the direction of the Stato Agricultural
College for the purpose of assisting the
development of this part of the State. This
station Is doing much for the development
of the sugar-be- et and other agricultural,
horticultural and allied Interests In Un-
ion County.

In the county are a number of mineral
springs that promise to becomb famous
watering places. Among these may be
mentioned Hot Lake, Medical Spring.
Craig Springs and Phlzz Springs. The
most prominent of these is Hot Lake, five
miles from Union on the line, of the O. R.
&. N. A large hotel has been built there
and hundreds of persons are constantly
visiting the place for health and pleasure.
The water Is boiling hot, and in curative
properties rivals the famous Arkansas
Springs.

Thus we have mentioned some of

the principal features of Union County,
which Is now attracting a and
growing Immigration. L. J. DAVIS.

Union.
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THE TOWS OF UNION WILL GROW

A Sew Road to Seven Devils, "Which.
Will Open a Vast Timber Belt.

The town of Union, the county seat of
Union County, expects soon to shake off
the lethargy of recent years' standing and
reach out for a new territory. There is
talk, apparently well founded, of a new
railroad connecting with the O. R. & N.
and runnlns through the town and east
into the Seven Devils Country into Idaho.
What will be of primary importance to-

ward developing the road. Is a body of
very excellent timber within a short dis-

tance of Union, It Is the Intention of the
promoters of th? road to erect a saw mill
in this tract, having a capacity of 100,000
feet of lumber a day.

Union Is a very prosperous town. xle-sl-

being the seat of local government

for Union County. It is situated In the
center of a very rich section of land In
which some of the finest fruit of the state
is raised. The town Is also the home of a
very considerable woolen mill, a large
flouring mill and a fruit-drye- r. It is a
highly prosperous place with many well-to-d- o

people living there.

TROFITS OF A SMALL FARM.

A Union County Fnrm Which Opens
People's Eye-- ..

Over In Union, Union County, there is
a small farm which is doing more to show
the possibilities of diversified farming and
incidentally the great wealth of Oregon,
than any other means that could be
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IN THE SUGAR-BEE- T

ployed. It Is owned A. J.
Goodbrod, an soldier and a man pretty
widely known In Eastern Oregon. The
place under discussion contains 15 acres,
two and a quarter of which are given up
to a small artificial lake, stacked with
trout, a comfortable two-stor- y dwelling,
a barn and a number of out-hous- The
balance Is In cultivation, and is planted
to apples, pears, prunes, peaches, plums,
and In fact about every kind of fruit Imag-
inable. Besides fruit trees the General
has an enormous amount of berries, suen
as strawberries, blackberries, grapes, and
a well-assort- lot of vegetables. One
would naturally Inquire how it is possl- -
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ble, on so small a plat of ground, to raise
so many varieties In any considerable
quantity. It Is here wnere the surprise
comes in. and It is this which opens the
eyes of all people who visit Union for no
one goes to Union who does not visit
General Goodbrod'a place.

The past season, for example, the owner
raised and shipped two carloads of ap-

ples, seven cars" of prunes, and a car or
two of peaches and plums, in ad-

dition to selling locally, a large quantity
of small fruits, vegetables, etc. This Is
not going Into particulars, for if that were
done, it would appear like an exaggera-
tion. To tell of the profits of this little
place would seem incredible, also, but it
can be stated, however, that this place
has a larger Income than many farms In
tho Middle West haing ten times the
acreage.

This is not an unusual season by any
means, as it is given out that crops are
generally pretty certain and one season
averages up with another. It is quite an
ideal country home. The little lake fur-
nishes a pleasant recreation ground in
Summer, when a pleasant boat ride can
bo enjoyed, and In Winter forms an ex-

cellent skating pond. General Goodbrod
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General

pears,

has owned the place since 1872, and has
made his ranch the talk of all Union
County.

SUGAR-BEE- T CULTURE.

The Fertile Grand Ronde Valley
La Grande, the Commercial Cen-

ter and Seat of Great Industry.
The prosperity of Oregon in the future

will be determined largely the ability
shown by home people to manufac-
ture their staple articles of consumption.
The establishment, for instance, of the
great wool-scouri- plant at Pendleton.
Eastern' Oregon, is saving annually to the
consumers of this state thousands of dol-

lars that were formerly expended In the
East, in scouring and cleaning Oregon's
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heavy wool product. The location of the
modern sugar factory at La Grande, In
the Grand Ronde Valley, in itself marks
a new era in the productive capacity of

Pacific Northwest.
No tingle article of commerce Is so gen- -

crally used by the people as sugar. Tho
lands of Oregon and u ashington
the finest sugar beets in the world. Soil,
climate and facilities for cheap manufac-
ture all conduce to the easy conversion
of the eugar-bee- t product into the mar-
ketable sugar of commerce. Oregon, a
few years hence, will produce not only
enough sugar to meet the demando of its
own people, but sugar must become ope
of the regular articles of from this
state.

The Grand Ronde Valley. In Eastern
Oregon, is one of the most productive sec-

tions of the Coast. Excellent transporta-
tion facilities are afforded the in
this valley by the main and lateral lines
of the Oregon Railroad & Navigation Com-

pany, which now cross this valley. It is
a country noted principally for won-
derful fertility of Its soil, for good cli-

mate and for healthful and charming sur-
roundings. It Is a section well watered,
and practically all the lands of thin valley
are susceptible to the heaviest state of
cultivation.

La Grande itself is the seat of ttie
heaviest commercial enterprise of val-
ley. This tow n has a population In excet&j
of 3000. It is situated at the base of the
Blue Mountains, --and on the line of the
Oregon Railroad &. Navigation Company,
SOS miles east of Portland. It is a promi-
nent railroad division point. Large ma-

chine short, and other termi-
nal facilities are establ-she- d here.

The principal feature of interest that
must attach to La Grande, in connection
with this article,, is the establishing at
this point of the large establishments de
voted to the manufacture of sugar. The i

location of this factory at La Grande had
Its inception a number of years ago in
the result of experiments which demon-
strated clearly that lands in the Grand
Ronde Valley, in the vicinity of La
Grande, were especially adapted to the
cultivation of the highest quality of the
sugar beet.

The growth of the sugar beet industry
of this valley may be appreciated by the
statement that in 1S9S the lands In the
vicinity of La Grande produced S157 tons
of beets. This wae the product of 2500

acres. In 1S91 the crop of sugar beets
on 2500 acres in the same section approxi-
mated 17,000 tons. During one season a
farmer of this district netted a profit of

?36 an acre for 110 acres planted In
sugar beets. He harvested on an average
nearly 14 tons to the acre, for which

' nmn Yin rfrtvif1 nt T.T Grande fac
tory a price of $4 0 a ton.

Many of the beets raised in the La
Grande district measure 26 Inches long,
and some weigh as high as 10'4 pounds.
Herbert Myrick, in his book on the
"American Industry," speaking of
the succccs of sugar-be- et culture, says:
"Within a fraction of an average of 1C

per cent sugar and S3 per cent purity is
absolutely unprecedented .n the beet-suga- r

Inducnry of the world." In 1S90 the beet-rais- ed

on lands in the vicinity or
La Grande showed as a result of actual
test made at the local sugar factory a
yield of 15.72 per cent sugar and S4 per
cent purity. Oregon soil surpasses the
Lest sugar-bee- t French soils, in the potash
eements, which contribute largely to suc-
cess In the growth of this product.

The purity of the La Grande sugat
beets ranges from S3 to SG per cent. Thesu
beets are purer by from tw o to three per
ccnt"taan beet nised In California, and,
as a mle, they contain more sugar than
the CiAJifomla product. This year the
Waverly beets, in Washington, contain
perhaps" the largest proportion of sugat
of any boets raised In the United States.
The beeti: of the La Grande district com-
pare favorably in quality with th-- best
product of the Waverly district. In Wash-
ington.

The local eugar factory at La Grande
contained at one time this season nearly
1000 tons of beets in Its receiving bins.
The machinery during the past season
was completely overhauled and put in
perfect condition. During the run the
factory made tills season it reduced ap-

proximately 330 Uns of beets a day.
The two principal sugar-bee- t factories

of the Northwest today are located re-

spectively at La Grande, Or., and Wav
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erly, Wash. Enoug- - work has been done
by the promoters of these enterprises to
establisn the fact ctfenrly that special
lands of- - the Northwvst will produce in
abundance the finest grade of sugar beets
grown anywhere in the world.

The plant at La Grande Is modern and
complete in every respeot, and its estab-
lishment at that point has done much tc
encourage the industrial development of
what is today one of the most prosperoua
points in Oregon.

TIIE FLOUR OF UNION.

A Noted Brand of Flour Made by the
Oregon Roller Mills.

The flour made at Union, this state, has
done much toward making the county seat
of Union County most favorably known
throughout the Northwest. Davis Bros,
the owners of the Oregon Roller Mills,
have devoted their energies toward manu-
facturing a brand of flour from the blue
stem and varieties of wheat grown in
Union County, which cannot be excelled
by any mill in. the state. As a conse-
quence, they have a demand for their
product which practically exceeds tnelr
capacity.

Not only do they supply the local trade,
but they have orders from Portland for alL
tho surplus they can ship. The latter is
sold to the better class of trade, because
of Its great superiority over other brands
put upon the market. Davis Bros, prac-
tically buy all the wheat grown about
Union. The wheat raised In this part o
the -- tate is of a very fine quality, and
when manufactured with the care exer-
cised by this mill, makes a flour much
sought after.

WASCO COUNTY.

Crop1 Raised Without Rain From
S;ed Time to Harvest.

Wasco County, as originally organized In

the territorial days of 1S54. is the mother
of more geographical subdivisions than
any other county In tne United States, or
perhaps in the civilized world. It then
embraced all of what Is now as
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Eastern Oregon, nearly all Idaho and part
of Western Wyoming, an area of 130,000
square miles, a territory as large as tho
States of Pennsylvania and New York, or
all New England with Missouri thrown in.
It is now reduced to 2962 square miles in
the extreme northwestern part of tho
original county, and of this territory 321
square miles are Included in the Warm
Springs Reservation. On its western side
about one-thi- rd of the county is thickly
covered with timber, consisting chiefly of
yellow and white pine and red and yel-

low fir, known commercially as Oregon
pine, with many extensive patches of
spruce, larch, cedar and hemlock. A
practical lumberman estimates that in
the Hood River basin alone, within easy
distance of river and rail transportation,
there stand over 0,000,000.000 feet of timber
awaiting the woodman's ax. The remain-
ing two-thir- of the county is principally
rolling prairie, with occasional level plains
intersected by the Deschutes and its trib-
utaries, and the tributaries of the John
Day and the Columbia, which contain nu-

merous valleys of wonderful fertility and
beauty. Fully 75 per cent of the prairie
land is susceptible of cultivation, and
is capable of producing anything that can
be grown in the temperate zone.

Wasco County forms part of a territory
that in the remote past, geologists tell us,
was the scene of the lava over-
flow In the known world. The soil, there-
fore, like all soils of volcanic origin, is
rich in all the essential elements of plant
food, and is remarkable a3 well for Its
durability as for its wonderful fertility.
By far the larger part is of a gray, ashy
appearance, which is disappointing to a
stranger, but the experience of 30 to 40
years of constant seeding and planting
nearly always without the least attempt
at fertilization, coupled with repeated
analyses of the soil Itself, has demon-
strated that it is to be classed among the
richest and most enduring soils in the
world. It is a sober fact that WascoIte3
hae demonstrated in scores of instances
that the drifting sands of the Columbia
River, that In any other country In the
world would be esteemed valueless, are
capable, when sufficiently irrigated, to
produce as fine fruits and vegetables as
ever grew out of the ground.

Everything that can be grown In the
temperate zone, and not a few products
that belong to semi-tropic- al districts,
grow and thrive in Wasco County under
proper cultivation and without Irrigation.
In the drier soils; however, the best re-
sults with certain grasses, fruits, berries
and vegetables are obtained only through
irrigation. No one ever thinks of irrigat-
ing cereal crops.' A total failure of crops
has never been known, and the writer
well rememoers harvesting 13 bushels to
the acre from a field of Spring
wheat on which scarcely a drop of rain
had fallen from the time Ihe seed was
sown till the crop was harvested. The

j land In question was common upland prat

FIELDS TfEAR LA TOINNING THE BEETS.
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