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EAST OF THE CASCADES

Region Rich in Mines, With a Soil That Promises
Great Developments in Agriculture and Horticulture

GEOGRAPHICALLY
speaking.

all that part
of the Cascade

Mountains. But Klamath, Lake, Harney
and Malheur Counties belong in the south-
ern and southwestern division, leaving 11

counties in Eastern Oregon, proper. These
are Baker, Crook, Gilliam, Grant, Mop-ro-

Sherman, Umatilla, Union, Wallowa,
Wasco and Wheeler, aggregating in all
22,225 square miles. Each of these coun-
ties makes a good showing for wheat-raisin- g,

stock and horticulture, while In
others, notably Baker, Grant and Union
gold raining Is an important industry. The
possibilities of this field are enormous.

BAKER COUNTY.

Less Than One-Thi- rd of the Tillable
Xand Ik I'niler Cultivation.

Eastern Oregon comprises a goodly por-
tion of what Is justly termed the "In-
land Empire," and Baker County is one
of the richest subdivisions of that em-
pire.

Rich in mineral and agricultural re-
sources, it is yet in its infancy, so far
as development goes. One-thir- d larger
than the State of Delaware, and almost
two and a half times as large as the
State of Rhode Island, it is easily capa-
ble of supporting a population equal to
either of those statps.

It is permitted to judge the future by
the past, but it is not necessary to go
back to the landing of the Pilgrim Fath-
ers for data from which to reckon the
future of Eastern Oregon. The history
of the progress of Western civilization
and the transformation of the wilder-
ness, that has taken place within the
memory of even some of the younger
residents of the State of Oregon, plainly
foretell the future of Baker County and
other portions of this virgin territory.

The county was named in honor of Col-
onel Edward Dickinson Baker, United
States Senator from Oregon, who left his
seat In the Senate, at the beginning of
the War of the Rebellion, and entered
the Union Army, only to give up his life,
early in the struggle, at hall's Bluff.

The extreme breadth oqthe county, in-
cluding the "Panhandle" district, recent-
ly annexed, is CO miles from north to
south, and the length, east and west. Is
72 miles. Including the "Panhandle," the
county has an area of over 5000 square
miles. The population, according to the
last census, is 15,507: to which should be
added the 3000 inhabitants of the "Pan-
handle," which was annexed after the
census was taken, making the population
today about 18,000.

The general elevation of the county is
not exceeded bythat of any other county
in the state, although Malheur and Har-
ney Counties are on the same general
plane.

Baker County is in what may be termed
the arid-lan- d district of Eastern Oregon,
and in order that the land may be made
to produce abundantly, irrigation Is nec-
essary.

There is plenty of water, if properly
conserved, to supply all of the tillable
land In this part of the state. Less than
one-thir- d of the tillable land" is under
cultivation today, but several large ir-
rigation systems are being projected, for
the purpose of providing water for sev-
eral hundred thousand acres of land;
and. when completed, the agricultural
iroducts of" the county will be increased
many fold.

Wheat, under ordinary conditions, aver-
ages from 25 to 50 bushels to the acre,
and barley from 30 to GO bushels.

Where Irrigation is resorted to the
crops never fail, and the yield is phe-
nomenal. It is in no sense a detriment
to the "future agricultural' prospects of
this county that it Is included in the
arid-lan- d district, or that irrigation is
necessary.
Irrigation Farmer Most Successful.

The Irrigation farmer 'Is by all means
the most successful husbandman, a fact
that has been demonstrated by over 50
years of practice In Utah, where this
means of cultivating the soil was re-

sorted to, at first, from dire necessity,
but afterwards It proved to be a blessing
in disguise, because, from a small acre-
age, crops equal in quantity and superior
in quality, could be produced, with less
labor, than by any other means of cul-
tivation of the soil, and the crop was
always sure.

Egypt, the home of irrigation, was al-
ways a land of plenty so long as the
Nile overflowed regularly, and the peo-
ple kept up their irrigation canals.

One of the greatest Irrigation systems
in the world is being constructed in the
land of the Pharaos, by a company of
Europeans, backed by the Egyptian Gov-
ernment, who are damming up the Nile
at a point where it will carry the waters
out over land that never was cultivated",
thus more than doubling the tillable land
of the time of Moses.

The Valley of the Great Salt Lake
would be a barren waste today had not
the Mormons been forced to adopt what
seemed to them at the time to be an ex-
pensive and tedious means of cultivat-
ing the soil.

A conservative estimate for an ord-
inary year of the agricultural products
of this county is as follows:

Bushels.
Wheat 275.000
Oats 200,000
Barley and rye 120,000
Hay, tons 80.000

Mining is in its infancy in this county,
although It was due to the discovery of
gold at Auburn, a few miles southwest
of Baker City, that the first settlers were
attracted to this part of the state, in
1S6L During the past 40 years millions
of dollars have been taken out of the
ground, both in placer and quartz mining.

The primitive methods of the early-da- y

placer mining are now giving way to the
hydraulic ram, with a heavy flow of
water under heavy pressure, and the
steam dredger, costing thousands of dol-

lars each, by means of which the gravel
beds along the small mountain streams
become veritable bank accounts.

It costs a small fortune to prepare for
the work, but gravel can be worked by
this means, at a handsome profit, that
would not pay expenses by the old met-
hodIn fact, many of the old-ti- placer
claims are being worked over, and they
are paying better than they did when
worked by the early-da- y miner. Ground
that will yield from 10 to 20 cents per
cubic yard is considered very rich where
there is plenty of water.

The possibilities of the future cannot
be estimated, for the reason that very
little attention has beeen paid to the
immense quantities of low-gra- ores,
that are destined, in the near future,
to be the bone and sinew of the quartz-minin- g

in Eastern Oregon.
Transportation Needed for tke Mines.

Want of proper transportation facilities
is a great obstacle in the way of the rapid
development of the mines of this section
of the state. A great many good mines
do not produce ore that is rich enough to
bear the expense of transportation to the
mills and smelters by the present means,
but when the country is once opened up
with railroads and the cost of transporta-
tion reduced to a reasonable figure, the
mineral output of the mining districts of
this part of the state will be Increased
many' fold.

Some of the old quartz mines are being
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that Is, they are being fitted
with engines and hoists, capable of going
to the depths, and during the coming year
the truth or fallacy of an old geological
theory will be established, namely, that
the richest gold ores are yet to be found
as the result of deep mining.

Cheap and quick means of transportation
will do more to develop the mines of East-
ern Oregon than anything else, and it Is
something that is absolutely necessary be-
fore the full measure of the mineral
wealth of this great mineralized zone can
be fully realized.

Colonel Pat Donan, writing of Eastern
Oregon gold fields five years ago, said:

"But of all these Klondikes at our doors,
these nearby and always accessible com-
binations of Bonanzaland and Homeland,
none offers surer riches In the present, or
more gloriously golden possibilities In the
future, than the famous Eastern Oregon
gold fields, of which Baker City is the
center and metropolis. Scores of great
mines have already been developed, new '
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ones are being almost daily discovered, and
hundreds more are yet to be found. The
whole region Is rich In resource and prod- -
uct now. and will be incalculably richer J

as us mignty stores or niaacn weaun are
opened up, and the boundless opportunl
ties It presents for speedy fortunes be-
come known. There is not In all the world
today a field of grander promise for the In-

telligent and enterprising prospector and
miner the keen - eyed, strong - armed,
brave-hearte- d 'advance agents of pros-
perity' in every true bonanzaland."

Colonel Pat is not a prophet nor the son
of a prophet, but he is a very practical
writer, who has become so familiar with
the possibilities of the Northwest terri-
tory, from long years of observation, that
his opinions have great weight. Time has
demonstrated that he spoke the truth
when he penned the foregoing. In a re-
cent article on the Eastern Oregon gold
fields Colonel Donan quotes the above ex-
tract, written years ago, and himself de-

clares It prophetic
Vnlne of the Stock: Interests.

In addition to agriculture and mining,
the stock Industry must be taken Into ac-
count when the resources of Baker Coun-
ty are mentioned. The assessed valua-
tion of the cattle owned by residents of
this county for the year 1901 Is 5270,000,
and the sheep are valued at $97,000.

Baker City is the county seat of Baker
County, with a population is about 7030, or,
to be exact, 6663, according to the last
census a little more than one-thir- d of
the population of the entire county.

It is the third city In point of popula-
tion and business importance In the state,
and is to the eastern part of the state
what Portland is to the west the metropo-
lis. It Is so situated with reference to
tne mines and agricultural lands that it
will continue to grow In Importance, as
this part of the state develops. It Is the
principal banking and commercial center
of all of Eastern Oregon. No city in the
state outranks It In the way of public
school buildings. It is well supplied with
churches, and one of the neatest and ed

theaters in the state (Baker's
Opera - House) has recently been com-
pleted and opened to the public. The
city can boast of several mercantile insti-
tutions that are equal to those found any-
where In the West In a city of equal size
and business importance.

The hotel facilities are second to none.
The Gelser Grand, a new hotel now Hear-
ing completion, will equal the noted Port-
land Hdtel, of the City of Portland, in
every way except size.

Several railroads are projected to the
various mining centers In this part of the
state, all of which will terminate in Baker
City, thus insuring its commercial su
premacy in the future.

E. A. McDANIEL.
Baker City.

CROOK COUNTY.

Irrigation "Will Bring1 Valuable Land
Under Cultivation.

Situated in the geographical center of
the state, extending a distance of 84
miles from north to south and an average
of 120 miles from east to west, Crook
County presents every natural topographi-
cal feature that may be found anywhere
in the Intermountaln plateau region. Lof-
ty snow-cappe- d peaks, timbered moun-
tains and slopes, grass-cla- d hills, level
plains, fertile valleys and beautiful
streams, all are found here. Its entire
area comprises about 220 townships, of
which 26 are within the Cascade forest
reserve and 12 within the Warm Springs
Indian reserve. Practically all the land
in the Cascade Reserve is timbered, and
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affords fine grazing for cattle and sheep,
under permits from the Government. The
remaining 1S2 townships may be roughly
classified as timbered, desert and rolling
hill and valley land.

Timbered Lands.
About 24 townships bordering the Cas-

cade Reserve and in the Paulina Moun-
tains, 20 townships In the Blue Moun-
tains and four in Maury Mountains make
up the timber area, covered principally
with yellow pine of excellent quality,
free from undergrowth and easily avail-
able. A fair estimate of the stumpage
per section would be not less than 6,400,-0- 00

feet, making a grand total of more
than 1.000,000.000 of feet of merchantable
lumber. Practically all of these lands In
the Blue and the Maury Mountains and
about one-thir- d of that along the reserve
is Government land, open to settlement
or purchase. In all this area, however, the
school sections have been sold and are
held, generally, by Eastern capitalists and
lumbermen.

Desert Lands.
The ed "desert lands" cover an

area of about 30 townships in the south
central part of the county. The term
"desert" is not properly applied to these
lands. It is not a desert under the ordi-
nary acceptation of the word. The land
is generally level, broken here and there
by low ridges and occasionally a volcanic
butte or crater,, extinct ages ago, and
sloping to the northward with the general
watershed of the Deschutes and Crooked
Rivers, which bound the desert on two
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sides of its triangular form. A large part
of it produces a scattering growth of red
Juniper, "valuable for fir wood and fence
posts, thousands of acres of black sage
and chemise, valuable for nothing ex
cept as an indication of the fertility of
the soil, and, above all, that which makes
Crook famous for Its livestock bunch-gra- ss

In profusion everywhere. Except
a few springs near the hills, there isvib-solute- ly

no water to be found in this sec-
tion, hence the name, desert. But this
condition will be changed. Five different
companies are now actively engaged in
surveying and in constructing Irrigating
canals all of which are intended to be
taken on to this desert, and it Is morally
certain that some, at least, of these will
succeed. In one instance water Is run-
ning five miles out. and next season will
witness its completion to a distance of 12
miles, bringing a large tract under Irri-
gation that is now Government land.
Careful inspection shows that one-ha- lf

the desert is tillable, and experience proves
that with Irrigation the tillable land Is ex-
ceedingly valuable. For several years in
what Is known as the Squaw Creek coun-tr- yt

on the west side of the county, the
waters of Squaw Creek have been utilized
for irrigation purposes, resulting in clo-
ver and alfalfa fields producing two or
three fine crops each season, besides all
the grains, vegetables and fruits adapted
to Eastern Oregon generally, and this on
land almost identical In character with
that of the "desert." In a word, when
irrigated this "desert" will be the most
productive part of the county, and home-seeke- rs

will not go amiss in availing
themselves of the opportunities here pre-
sented.

Rolling Hills and Valleys.
The remaining 104 townships, classified

as rolling hills and valleys, contain by far
the greater part of the improved lands
of the county. These are along the
streams, where irrigation is practicable
or unnecessary, and on the plateau known
as the Haystack country, which Is similar
in nearly all respects to the wheat belt
of Wasco, Sherman and Gilliam Counties,
producing grain, vegetables and fruits in
paying quantities without Irrigation.
Many homesteads have been and are still
being taken here, and there is room for
many more. The Agency Plain, adjoining
the Haystack country, and the Warm
Springs Indian agency. Is a level plateau
about six by eighteen miles in extent,
covered with a rich, block soil which pro-
duces a heavy growth of bunchgrass.
There Is no water on the plain, but set
Uera are "Pldly taking up its fertile
acres, with the expectation that in the
near future water will be pumped up from,
the Deschutes River, which borders it
on the west, or be brought in ditches from
farther up that stream. Scattered, every-
where throughout this entire 104 townships
wherever water and a few acres of till-
able land may be found, are the homes
and farms of our people, than whom no
more contented, happy and prosperous
peoples may be found anywhere.

Products of the County.
Naturally, our chief products are those

of the stock farm cattle, horses, sheep
and wool. The assessment roll for 1901,

shows 166.SS1 sheep, 18,326 cattle and 10,-4- 00

horses in the county on March L This
means that we produce more than a mil-
lion and a half pounds of wool; that
we raise more than enough hay to suc-
cessfully Winter these animals and that
we sell the increase thereof each year,
netting a fine income. Besides, we pro-
duce all the vegetables, fruits and cereals
that the home market demands or can
use. and only the limited demand forbids
the production of vastly increased quan-
tities of all farm products. Apples, peach- -

1 ea, pears, plums, prunes and berries reach

the acme of perfection In favored localities
and are grown with reasonable success
over more than half the counfy. Pota-
toes flourish here without Irrigation as
though It were their native habitat, as
an instance of which may be cited the
fact of 12 "taters" recently exhibited in
Prlnevllle weighing 31 pounds. Alfalfa
produces from five to eight tons per acre
each reason, and is worth in the stack
from 55 to 53, and when fed to beef cattle
will net the owner from 55 to 57 per ton,
making a clear income of not less than
530 per acre. This statement is based upon
the actual experience of several farmers
during the last few years. A al-

falfa farm is more valuable with far less
labor and a smaller Investment than a re

wheat farm. No sowing, no plowing,
no hauling the product to market; nothing
but harvest from May to November.
Wheat produces an average of about 20
bushels per acre and Is worth from 60 to
70 cents per bushel. Oats, barley and rye
almost invariably produce well, and bring
from 50 cents to 51 per bushel. In fact,
the price of all farm products, except hay,
Is from 50 to 100 per cent higher than on
or near railroads.

Climate.
For at least four-fift- of the year the

skies are cloudless, with occasional rains
from April to November. The tempera-
ture ranging in the 90s for a week or
two during the hottest part of the Sum-
mer, and about zero generally for four or
five days about the holidays. These are
the extremes, and between these the cli
mate Is not excelled In Oregon. In the low-
er altitudes snow seldom falls to a greater
depth than one foot, and rarely remains
more than a week at a time until dissi-
pated by gentle "chlnook" winds. Plowing
is done every month In the year, except
January, and not infrequently in that
month. Cattle and sheep are fed from
one to thre month?, owing t.o locality, and
the season: formerly, before the ranges
were eaten down, they were not fed at all.
Grass on lawns In Prineville remains green
throughout the year.

Mineral Resources.
In the north central part of the county

lies an extensive mineral belt upon which
hundreds of mining claims have been lo-

cated, and a few of ,whlch are being ac-

tively developed. Prominent among this
latter class is the Oregon King mine, on
which there has been done 550,000 worth
of work, exposing a large body of ore
rich in gold, silver and copper. Other
claims In the near vicinity are making
splendid showings for the amount of work
done, and it is only a question of time
when this district will be famous among
Oregon's many famous mining camps. At
the head of Ochoco Creek, east of Prine-
ville, 1b another district containing some
good prospects, the latest discovery being
an Immense, body of ore carrying high
percentages of quicksilver. Upon this
mineral belt about 25 claims have been
located, and one company Is pushing de-
velopment work and will continue to do
so through the Winter. During the past
Summer indications of petroleum have
been found over a large territory to the
south and east of Prlnevllle, and several
companies have been formed for the pur-
pose of boring for oil, and several thou-
sand acres of oil land filed on,
but further than this nothing has been
done, and the oil will remain In its primi-
tive bed for another season at least.

No County Debt.
On March 1, 1901, there were 556,307 acres

of deeded lands In the county, and about
as much more held under the various land
laws to which title had not yet been ac-
quired. In all about 1550 square miles, leav-
ing 5000 square miles, or 3,200,000 acres of
public land open to settlement and acqui-
sition under the homestead, desert and
timber land laws. This means that there
Is room for 20,000 men to each get a home
of 160 acres. A large part of this will
never be settled, but much of It will, and
that soon. The annual tax levy for all
purposes Js from 20 to 22 mills on the dol-
lar. The county Is out of debt and has
money in Its treasury. Prlnevllle, the
county seat and the only town of any Im-
portance in the county, has a population
of 1000, is steadily growing, has every line
of business well represented, with a trade
extending beyond the confines of the
county, has two churches, a fine graded
school of four departments, an electric
lighting and water-pumpin- g system, a na-
tional bank, two weekly newspaprs, each
alive to the best Interests of the commu-
nity, and Is the home of Hon. J. N. Wil-
liamson, one of the foremost public men
In Oregon. Public schools are maintained
in over 40 school districts from six to nine
months of the year. Shanlko, the south-
ern terminus of the Columbia Southern,
is the nearest railroad shipping point,
CO miles north from Prlnevllle, and about
12 miles from the county line, through
which point practically all travel and'
freight to and from the county passes.
This road Is projected southward into
the county a distance of nearly 100 miles,
where it will reach the Deschutes River
and the immense timber belt, and also
traverse that portion of the "desert"
which is to be brought under Irrigation.
The Corvallis & Eastern Railroad Is also
a possibility which. If realized, will cross
the Cascades and entering the county will
cross this same "desert" in a southeaster-
ly direction. The building of these roads,
or cither of them, would greatly advance
the development of the county, but wheth-
er or not It would materially advance the
Interests of those already here Is an open
question.

In conclusion Crook County, with Its
wealth of timber, gra?s. tillable lands and
mineral resources, and splendid climate,
offers to the homeseeker who Is tired of
the rigors of Winter and the sultriness
of Summer In the Northern states, who
has had his courage broken and twisted
by a Kansas cyclone, or whose sole earth-
ly poFsessions have been swept from be-
neath 'him by a mad rush of waters, an
opportunity for a home where none of
these will beset him, where he can grow
and expand with a growing and expansive
community, and leave to his children an
Inheritance In the Eastern Oregon Em-
pire. A. C. PALMER.

Prineville.

Resources of Crook County.
The resources of Crook County are fully

described In a special edition which the
Crook County Journal published. Copies
are for sale at 25 cents each. Persons
desiring them should address the editor,
Mr. A. C. PalmerN Prlnevllle, Or.

GILLIAM COUNTY.

Agriculture Is Steadily Taking the
Place of Stockralslng;.

Through the annual number of the n,

for 1902, "grand old Gilliam" sends
greeting to her sister counties and to the
world at large. More and more is our
county becoming known en the outside as
the land of green grass and golden grain,
fat flocks and handsome herds, and as a
spot that offers homes and health and
happiness to all those who will come and
be one of us.

The year Just passed has been one of
progress. No boisterous boom has been
here, but the steady, healthy growth,
which has been characteristic of Oregon
since the early days, and which has made
her the solid, substantial state she Is at
the present time, has not passed us by,
New settlers have been coming in by
scores and each one is doing his part to
develop and bring out the latent resour-
ces of one of the richest sections of the
state. Although many have come there
Is room for many more who may be seek-
ing a spot where they can settle down and
establish homes.

Our northern boundary 13 washed by the
waters of the mighty Columbia, and our
territory extends for more than 50 miles
to the southward, and for almost all of
that distance It can, and will be made In
time, an almost unbroken wheat field.

While our stock Interests are still Impor-
tant, the palmy days of the big cattle and
sheep kings are waning, the yearly en-

croachments of the homesteader and the
farmer making it more and snore difficult

for the stockmen to travel back and forth
with their flocks between the Summer and
the Winter ranges. Wheat is destined
to be king here, for this Is a wheat coun-
try and nature's laws must be obeyed.

But while we have many natural ad-
vantagesrich soil and rain and sunshine

while we know that when we plow and
sow we will surely reap, we have not yet
all we need to make It possible; for us to
do our best. A big wheat crop cannot
carry itself to market as cattle, swine and
horses can, but It must be lifted and"
carried as a dead weight, and to do this,
successfully, we must have better and
cheaper transportation facilities. The
outlook for a railroad from Arlington, our
shipping point on the O. R. & N. to Con-
don, the county seat, 40 miles south, was
never better. A survey has just been
completed and right of way has "been se-
cured on a two-ye- ar contract, the gen-
tlemen who are at the head of the proj
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ect stating that no more time than that
will be required In which to perfect their
plans and build the road. But even with
such a line completed and It will be com- -
pleted we will not be satisfied, and we
never will be satisfied until the Colum-
bia River, that mighty waterway, which
Is destined to yet become one of the
world's greatest arteries of commerce, Is
opened to navigation. That Is the crying
need of all this Inland Empire, all of the
great Columbia Basin, but the people of
that territory cannot do this alone; like
the 'Macedonians of old, we are crying,
"Come over and help us," and in doing
so help all of Oregon.

Dors Portland want to become the un- -
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disputed mistress of the commerce of the
Pacific Northwest? Does she want to
treble or quadruple her population? Does
she want to become the greatest wheat-shippl-

port In the world, to have a ot

channel at the bar and a chan-
nel on the lower river? Yea, verily! Then
seek ye first the opening of the dalles at
Celilo, and all that that Implies, and all
these things will be added unto you.

With an open river the Inland Empire
will furnish the raw material In wheat
and stock and oil and ore to make all
Oregon rich and great; and grand old
Gilliam will be found In the front rank
among the counties furnishing her share
of this abundance and more. A word in
conclusion to homeseekers. Under pres-
ent conditions much of our wheat is
hauled 50 miles by wagon and sold at 40
cents to 45 cents per bushel, and yet the
men who raise It live and laugh and love
life. They build good houses and big red
barns; they ride In buggies and buy pi-

anos for their daughters. All this, too,
without proper transportation facilities;
but when the railroad comes and It's co-
mingthe Gilliam County granger will be
strictly "It." How can they do so now,
you ask? Well, when you come to m

County and be their neighbor, they
will "put you next."

S. A. PATTISON.
Condon.

GRANT COUNTY.

Annual Product of Quartz and
Placer Mines, $2,000,000.

Grant county, bounded on the east by
Baker and Malheur, on the north by
Union, Umatilla and Morrow, on tho
west by Wheeler, and on the south by
Harney, Is located on the headwaters
of the John Day River, known - as the
South, Main, Middle and North Forks of
that stream. The Blue Mountain chain
forms almost a horseshoe shape in Grant
County, the eastern summit being the
east line of Grant. From west to east
the county is from 90 to 100 miles, and
from north to south 125 miles. It Is
plentifully watered by the numerous
mountain streams flowing Into the John
Day River. The land Is, on bottom or
river lands, a rich, sandy loam; on the
bench or sagebrush lands. It Is sandy,
clay and loam mixed. The bottoms are
not surpassed In richness of soil In any
county In Oregon. Bench lands are the
natural fruit and alfalfa lands of East-
ern Oregon. Fruits of all kinds, even
peaches, grow and mature here. Ap-
ples, pears, prunes, plums, cherries and
all bush fruits grow to perfection. Five
tons of alfalfa is no uncommon crop
from one acre of benchland, three crops
being cut in one season. Bottom-lan- d Is
best adapted to timothy, redtop and
clover; also wheat, oats and barley.
Stockralslng Is the principal Industry,
and this necessitates the raising of im-
mense quantities of hay, as the agricul-
tural lands are limited and the grazing
lands, or Summer ranges, are In excess
of the Winter ranges and ability to fur-
nish provender for stock.

The year 1901 brought Into Grant Coun-
ty more bona fide settlers than for many
years. The Granite and Greenhorn sec-
tions, Prairie City, Quartzburg and John
Dny received the principal part of the im-
migration.

Agricultural Development.
The agricultural portions of Grant

County were the scene of renewed in-

dustry last year. New houses, barns
and outbuildings, besides clearing land,
digging new and better Irrigating ditches,
preparatory to raising larger crops an- -

r

other season, may be accounted for in
the Increased price and demand for all 1

products of the farm. So great has been
this demand that grain will have to be
shipped In before next harvest, and po
tatoes also. The steady price of cattle,
with an upward tendency, has stlmu- -

lated both raisers and buyers to enlarge
their holdings, and this means an In-

creased demand for feed. Ere long every
available acre of land that will produce
hay will be farmed, and all Winter range
will be fenced, and the grass utilized dur-
ing the Winter season.

The renewed energy with which pros-
pectors and capital have delved into the
Blue Mountain Range in search for its
hidden wealth Is best told by pointing
to the vast amount of machinery shipped
into all sections of Grant County where
mining is being done. New ledges of,
solid worth are being unearthed and tun-
neled Into every day. Almost every week
some rich lode Is uncovered. Mines are
now numbered by dozens that are paying
and lasting propositions. The Bonanza
mlne, with an annual output of 5S50.C00,

Is second to no mine In Oregon. Mines
that have an output of from 55000 to 520,-0- 00

are plentiful. Almost every week
new mines are being bonded by outside
capital. New mills ar going up on many
ledges, and with good paying ores and a
plentiful supply of capital, the future of
mining in Grant County is very flatter-
ing.

There has not been a year In the past
12 years when the whole people, from
miner to farmer, stockralser and laborer,
have been so continuously employed at
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good wages, and all classes busily em-
ployed, as they have in 1901.

Latt year was the first that a smelter
was put up in Grant County mines. Tho
company of which Zoeth Houser is the
head has erected a smelter at Quartz-
burg, to reduce the ores of that thriving
mining center, so they will pay to ship
to the railroad; cost, about 510,000. It
also has been the year of the consumma-
tion of an effort to build a large dredge
on the John Day River, one-ha- lf mile
below the Town of John Day. This
dredge, when completed, will cost 575,000.
The machinery and lumber are partly on
the ground, and teams and men are busy
hauling the remainder before Winter
closes. It will be in operation by May,
1902, and it is claimed by Its projectors,
will scoop up the 16 feet of earth and
gravel to the bedrock, where the gold
lies in a strata about three feet deep.

Public Improvements.
The public roads of Grant have been

put In fair condition by a heavy scraper
on wheels, which levels the gravel and
grades the hillsides, leaving a good, wide
roadbed. John Day City bonded Its dis-

trict and erected a 51000 schoolhouse last
year, which is an ornament to tha't thriv-
ing city. The principal Is a teacher from
the Agricultural College of Nebraska.
The school Is In a thriving condition.
Houseroom In the city Is scarce and at a
premium.

The demand for farm lands is unprece-
dented. The holder of good agricultural
lands can make a sale at prices from 515

to 550 per acre, according to location,
quality and quantity. All he has to do
Is to say he will sell and set his price at
reasonable figures. There is also a brisk
demand for lots in John Day, all central
locations being held at good, round prices.
Canyon City also was the scene of active
building operations last year; streets
properly graded and graveled, good side-
walks put in. Lots In favorable locali-
ties are held at good prices. Prairie City
and several other towns have been build-
ing up rapidly for the past year.

No now departures In dairying were
commenced last year, yet half a dozen
creameries In the high valleys would be
the best-payi- Industries in the county.
The facilities for successful dairying
cannot be excelled in Oregon.

Lumbering:.
The lumber business was quite active

last season, consequent on the steady
Improvements all over the county. The
smelter plant took 150,000 feet; a new

mill In course of erection four
miles east of Canyon City, 200,000; the
now dredge at John Day. 200.000; the
schoolhouse at John Day, 100,000, besides
other buildings of lesser Importance.

Sales of stock and wool were as follows:
Sheep sold, 40,000 head, 590,000; wool

sold, 1,200,000 pounds, value 5120,000; lambs
raised. 100.000, 5175,000; cattle sold. 6000,
516S,000; calves raised, 5000, 565,000; horses
sold, 1200, 536,000; colts raised, 2000, 520,-00- 0.

Other products were:
Lumber cut and sold, 6,000,000 feet.. .5 45,000
Hay produced, 30.000 tons ISO.OOO
Grain threshed, 70,000 bushels 70,000
Fruit raised 10.000
Potatoes. 100,000 bushels 10,000
Other vegetables 10,000

Mining: Output.
For data from which to calculate the

output of the placer and quartz mines, I
will have to depend on amounts gleaned
from the press from time to time, as
the many letters sent out by me to the
managers of mines, as well as to men
who were prominent In mining sections,
are still unanswered, notwithstanding
they were sent out one month ago. Farm-
ers and stockra!ser3 where possible have
given statistics of the sections in which

they lived. From data gathered, I see
the Bonanza mine credited with an out-
put of 5SSO,000 for the year 1901. the Red
Boy with an output of about 5300,000. I
think It Is not unreasonable to estimate
the output of mines In Grant Coun-
ty at 52.000.000; In fact. I believe
It above that figure, and yet the
mines of Grant are in their Infancy.
Within the next five years I expect to
see an output of from 53,000,000 to 55,000,-0- 00

a year from the mines of Grant
County.

Without a foot of railroad, with about
250 miles of telephone lines, with every
Import and export carried on by the
slow-ploddi- team. Grant County, I
believe, is a good field for profitable In-

vestment in lands and stock. With our
pure mountain streams and dry. health-
ful atmosphere, our Immense quantities of
untouched timber lands, our great graz-
ing sections, with as rich and productive
a soil as any on the Coast, with our
growing educational facilities, with our
ranges covered with cattle, sheep and
horses, our homes supplied with the fin-
est of beef, mutton, vegetables, fruit,
milk, butter and honey, with our mines
to produce the money to do business on
a cash basis, certainly Grant County Is a
desirable county to make a home.

JOHN C. LUCE.
John Day City.

MORROW COUNTY.

Rich in Mines, With a Soil That
Promises Great Things.

While the 2940 squares miles of terri-
tory embraced In Morrow County enjoys
a bountiful share of Nature's blessings,
it is also true that Nature herself. In con-

junction with the overland railroad routes,
has retarded the growth of this section
In population, and consequently In the
development of Its rich and wonderful
resources, as compared with other sec-

tions of the Pacific Coast. To those who
already reside here, this assertion re-

quires no explanation, but to the stran-
ger it does.

Morrow County suffers from the first Im-

pression formed of Jt by the tourist and
the Eastern immigrant. Having learned
of the advantages and opportunities to
bo had in the farming and stockralslng
sections of Oregon, the Eastern man
starts West with a beautiful picture In
his mind's eye, hoping to soon view the
actual paradise in which he shall cast hl
lot and make his future home. After
crossing the timbered belts of Baker,
Union and Umatilla Counties (if he comes
via the Union Pacific), or pas-sin- through
the beautiful Walla Walla Valley, In
Washington (If he comes via the Northern
routes), he enters the Upper Columbia
River Valley and btraightaway begins to
look around for the promised land. But
lo, and behold! What does he see? In-

stead of the green, well-water- meadows,
the rich, fertile valleys, the thrifty or-
chards, and the timbered hillsides which
he had long looked for, there suddenly
looms up before his dejected, disappointed
and disgusted optics the most miserable
and desolate-lookin- g country on the face
of the earth.

While hemmed In by high, barren moun-
tains on either side of the river, he speeds
along through an endless expanse of sand,
which keeps a crew of men busy shov-
eling it from the railroad track and which,
when the wind Is blowing, makes life the
same continual round of pleasure as that
experienced In the Dakotas during a bliz-

zard. Everything Is so thoroughly burnt
up by the heat or blown out of root
by the wind that apparently there is not
a blade of green grass nor a green tree
within a thousand miles of the region, and
It would be a difficult matter to even
raise a racket on all the good land
in eight. Passing through this desolate
canyon the traveler Is better able to ap-
preciate the scenery of the Columbia Riv-
er Valley from The Dalles to Portland
or to the sea, which for beauty and
grandeur excels anything of the kind to
be found In the world.

But from the view of the Upper Colum-
bia River Valley, as Just described, the
Intending settler, as a rule, forms his Im-
pression of Morrow County, as well as of
the greater portion of Eastern Oregon.
In his disgust, he gives this region a
black eye, a Klondike shake, and passes
on down the river to the Willamette
Valley, to California or to the Puget
Sound country, thus throwing away the
diamond because Its outer surface does
not sparkle.

Further Inquiry would have taught the
Eastern man that only a few miles back
from the river, on either side, lies one of
the richest and most resourceful coun-
tries to be found on the American con-
tinent, where the Immense tracts of level,
productive farming land, and the undu-
lating prairies, which are covered with
nutritious grass, are measured by the
mile. The northern boundary line of Mor-
row County, on which is located a portion
of Eastern Oregon's only overland rail-
road track, Is included in the uninviting
country above described, and this fact
is no doubt responsible for the county
not possessing twice or treble Its present
population.

Eleven Sqnnre Miles of Land for
Ench Inhabitant.

At the last two or three general elec-

tions about 1150 votes have been polled in
Morrow County, which implies that its
population amounts to something over 5000,.

although the 1900 census report gives It
credit with only 4151. On a basis of 5000

population, there is land enough In Mor-
row County, If equally divided, to give
every man, woman and child now resid-
ing In the county, nearly 11 square miles
of territory. There Is evidently room
for more people here. The county pos-
sesses thousands and thousands of acres
of fine agricultural and grazing land
which Uncle Sam is offering free to
the homeseeker. True it Is, that the best
tracts of land throughout the county have
already been taken up, but there yet re-
main enough excellent claims to support
hundreds of industrious families.

Notwithstanding the work of our nat-
ural enemy, the Columbia River brakes,
the Eastern people are learning, through
the New Year's editions of The vyregon-ia- n

and other sources, the real facts con-
cerning this favored region, and they are
now coming In at a rapid rate. Not long
ago 20 farmers came out from Missouri
in one body and located claims near Lex-
ington, and. In fact, all the available
wheat land throughout the county Is
being snapped up as rapidly as possible.
More homestead filings have been made
in Morrow County the past 12 months than
during any previous year. The man of
moderate means, but who Is willing to
work, has learned that here he can make
a better start In life than he could any-
where else in the United States.

Morrow County Is being gradualy trans-
formed from a stock country into a vast
grain-growin- g region. For the past 30
years this soction has constituted a verit-
able paradise for the cattleman, sheep-
man and horseman. Fortunes have been
and are still being made In the great
stock Industry, which yet represents the
greater portion of our wealth and re-
sources. However, the tide of Immigra-
tion has gradually pushed the stockman
farther and farther back from, the river
Into the foothills of the Blue Mountains,
and before many years most of the land,
except that which Is deeded, must be
given up to the homesteader and wheat-growe- r.

A great deal of the land Nature
has Intended only for stock purposes and
stockralslng In Morrow County will al-
ways be a paying industry. After the
Government land, which has been used
as free range heretofore, has all been
taken up, however, the stock business will
be carried on only by those who have
been able to procure large tracts of deeded
land.

Agricultural Products.
During the season of 1900, Morrow Coun-

ty yielded 700,000 bushels of wheat, bar-
ley, rye and oats of which 600,000 bushels
will be exported and 100,000 bushels used
for home consumption. This has been,
what Is known among farmers, as the "off
year." and the acreage planted to grain


