SOUTHERN OREGON COUNTIES

\.

Agriculture, Horticulture, Mines and Timber Offer Un-
excelled Opportunities to the Investor and the Homeseeker

J

HERE is no more promising fleld
for the homesecker and In-
vestor than Southern Oregon,

in which may be classed Douglins,
Jackson and Josephine Counties. Jack-
son mnd Josephine Countles are real-
ly Bouthern Oregon, and Dougias County
s the Umpqua Valley, but the three
counties are so close togéther and =0
nearly identical in their products and In-
terests that they may falrly be put in
the one group, Southern Oregon is one
of the most productive reglons in the
United Biates, Mining ls extensively car-
ried on in all three countles. Flncers
were for years the main rellance of the
miners, but since it has been proved ba-
yond doubt that the ledges have depth
and permanent values, guarts mining has
begun in earnest

DOUGLAS COUNTY.

Shipments of Prunes Last TYear
Amounted to 4,500,000 Poundns.

Douglas is the third county In Western
Oregon north of California boundary line.
It extends west from the summit of the
Casoade Range 1 miles to the FPacilic
Ocean, and is bounded on the morth by
Lane and on the south by Josephine_and
Curry Counties, containing an area of
over &M epquare miles, nearly 3,000,990
screa. It s often referred to as the Ump-
qua Valley, buing dralned by the second
lergest rvivar in Oregon, named after a
powerful Indian tribe who Inhabited thia
besutiful region until driven out by the
white Tace, who began thelr crusade i
years ago. In this, the first year of thg
%th century, the last of the Umpquas
was gathered to his fathers, and his hunt-
ing-grounds are dotted with citios, owns
and viliages, full of prosperous and busy
people, engnged In every concelvable In-
dustry found in the great cities of the
Esastern #tates, while the surrounding
country is occupled by thrifty Iammers,
engaged in every branch of husbandry:
herdsmen with their flocks of fine sheep,
Angore goats, and the cowboy with his
bands of high-bred cattle. The miner
and lumbarman are common everywhere
through this county., Of course sach
industry has Ns special districts, and
each I extending its field of operativn,
and still thers l» room for many more.
No single industry can be sald to be
overdone; In fact, all are bul in their ln-
fancy, especially manufactures. School-
houses with teachers of high educational
siandard are in every community, and no
county hss more free schooln, or betler
educational facilities, than Dougias, The
county is practically free from debt. Coun-
ty warrants are In demand at 3 per cent
premium. County affairs are conducted
upon an ecomomioal basis, hence the rate
of taxation s modernte, ususily about 3
per cent for all atate and county purposes,
based upon pot over a  per cent valua~
tion of property

Rainfall 85 Inches a Yenr.

The climate i& salubriour and healthful,
miid Bummer and Winter's lowest average
temperature lusting usually only s few
days each year. Average rainfall in 10
years 3 inches, just enough to insure ali
kinds of crops without any irrigation. The
soll is very fertis, and produces xil grains,
grasses and rool crops. Corn makes a
valusble crop in Douglas. Frults, such
a2 apples, pears and prunes, are now be-
ing shipped to Eastern and forsign mar-
kots, while peaches, strawberries, and ev-
ery other wvarlety of small frults, are
shipped 1o ncighboring states, and belng
earller here than any other county, find &
ready and profitable market. Four mil-
lionm five hundred thousand pounds of
dried prunes were produced In Douglas
inst year, and all shipped East, at an av-
erage price of 2 cenis & pound, a total
of $1Z.000; no statistics as 10 apples, pears,
ete., but the quantity was large, yet not
equal to demand.

Whils this country has plonty of cattle,
there are few modern butter factories,
furmers shipping thelr cream 10 other
polnis for manufacture, while we have
freen feed the year round, and can pro-
duce four crops of alfalfa, and other
dalry forage plants without Irrigation.
Strange as it may appear, we have leow
creameries, and few slios. Here is an
ideal opening for practical dairymen to
establish luocrmtive business.

Timber Resources.

Our immmenpe forests of the finest timber
in the world, along the western slopes of
the Cascades and Coast Ranges of moun-
talns, are attracting the attention of all
the great lumber symdicates of the older
siates, whose agents are cruising every
township in the county, and are rapldly
scquiring title and ownership thereto, as
evidenced by the following statement of
business transacted in the United States
land office at Roseburg, from July, 189,
1o June 30, 1901
Acres.
38 timber entries........... F?
State and rallroad section
778 homestead entries...

[ L - - R ——— Avsans N iy i 45,700
Other miscellanecus receipts.... 0,2
RAE i inninsadiihig b e §169,312

Land disposed of in Roscburg land office
Qistrict, 6,281,361 ncres: 1,54648 are subject
to sale and homestead entry, of which
over 100000 acres are unsurveyed.

The individuals and syndicates who have
soquired thess lands by Investing large
suma, will in the near future establish
modern mills at interior points on our
great waterways, snd raflroad crossings,
also at tide water, for its manufacture.
Demand therefor in the world markets
belng greatsr than the present supply at
highly remunerative prices, will result In
the empioyment of thousands of woodmen,
and other skilled laborers, who hereto-
fore were not required in this county,
thereby Increasing home markets for the
famer, and benefiting evey Industry in the
county. Rough building lumber now costs
$ per thousand In Roseburg; dressed fin-
ishing lumber in proportion. Brick man-
ufactured here costs about $T per thouo-
sand; other buliding material In pro-
portion. -

Water Fower.

This country is well suppiled with un-
éeveloped water-power and suitable sites
for manufacturing purposes are walting
for people to utilize them, Comparatively
fow are used, except for flouring and saw
milis, the only exceptions belng eleciric
lghts, power and water companies, who
have an extensive plant at Winchester, on
the North Umpqua River, four mmlies
north, and Roseburg Water & Light Co.,
whose pumps and power plant are estab-
lished within the corporate limits of Rose-
burg. Both comparnies supply water,
electrie lights and power for Roscburg
and suburhs.

Towns of Douglas County.

Roscburg, the county eeat, located on
Bouth Umpgua River, near the center of
the ecounty, contains, with the suburban
additions of West and North Roseburg.
200 inhabitants. It has fine publle and
business brick buildings, brick opera
bouse, threestory first-class hotel, with
all modern equipments; Unlied Btates
Land Office, two waler, elecirie light and
power campaniea, firsl-clnes fire brigade
and ample water supply; large publie
echool, with 15 teachers: eight churches,
with resident ministers; two fouring-
mlils, sash and deor Lectories, brick fac

| offer better advantages

l

tory, hrewery and fce plant and many
other industries; Is division station on
Southern Pacific Railroad; has many resl-
dent rallroad men, large pay-rofl, city and
long-distance telephone gysiem, Western
Unlon and Postal Telegraph Companics,
and Wells-Fargo & Co.'s Express have
affices here. Two extenslve banking
houses, dolng much business; a Soldiers’
Home, one mile distant, with upwards
of 10 inmatem, is modern In every partiv
lur, and the wveterans comfortably
usted. under management of the state.

Roseburg Is a growing city,
empty dwelling or business house, does
a large business with the farmers, mining
and timber men throughout the county.

There are & number of other thriving
towns in the county. Oakiand, 28 miles
north, on the Boutherm Pacifie Rallroad,

an sgricultural supply and shipping point,

center of m great graln, fruit, hop and

ck region, Including hogs, poultry, etc
Yoncalla, furiher north, graln, fruit,
cattie, shesp, hogs, ote. The center of

& large agricultural country.
Draln, % miles north, bas a state nor-

mal achool, farming and lumber trade,
Hudson & Comstock sawmilis and ex-
te ve lumber business, including plles,

¢lectric light and telegraph poles

Westward on the Umpqua is Elkton, a
farming and stock country, and at the
head of steam navigntion, 20 miles Inland,
standn Scotisburg, the pioneeg shipping
depot for the several counties now known
as Southern Oregon. Now limited to
logging, fishing, stock ete,

Twenty miles down, st the mouth of
the river, on Winchester Bay, is Gardiner
with extensive lumber-mills, sending
product to Bouth American coast
points, Philippine Inands and Bouth Af-
rica, from this port. They also have sal-
mon canneérfes, creameries and large stock
interestn. Gardiner Is a port of entry,
and has o magnificent harbor, with &
grod natural outlet to sea

Nine milea south of Roseburg, on the
raliroad, is Dillard Btation, a rich frult
and farming distriet. B8ingle orcharda,
covering 180 acres, produce earliest straw-
berrios in the state, Nine miles further is
the town of Myrtie Creek, incorporated.
It 1s the plonesr and oehter of ths great
prune 4{ndustry of Douglas County;
shipped 3 cars dried prunes this season
There are also extensive graln and stock
farms, flouring mills and other Industries,
incinding lumber Myrile Creek was a
gold-mining dimrict In the carly 5w, and
now has extensive hydraullc plants wash-
ing down the gravel. Rich gold, silver
and copper mines are belng operated In
the vicinity, with good results. The U'mp-
qua Valley Coal Oli Company is now set-
ting up its boring piant close to Lthe town,
to search for oil .

Six miles further south is the flourishing
town of Riddle, also n great grain, fruit,
stockraising and mining district The
famous Nickel Mountaln overiooks the
town, and in the near future will no doubt
became a grent mining center,

Thirty miles further south by rall,
through a continuous minlng distriet, s
the Town of Glendale, a supply depot for
extensive hydraulic and quartz-n ing dis-
trict, that emplays many people. It s
an important lumber station, surroundesd
by extoenslve forests of fir, sugar and
yellow pine, with large sawmills pear, us
ing that shipping point. Thero are also
ecveral other prosperous towns In  the
county, away from (e rallroad, that de-
pend largely upon stockralsing, mining,
frult culture, etc.

Season of Great Prosperity.

The past senson has been a prosperous
one for the farmer, fruitraiser, stockman,
lumberman, daniryman and miner, and
while but few statistics are avallable, the
writer {= aware that the prodoct In every
line has beon above the average in qual-
ity, with liberal prices to seller, ample
employment for every workingman in the

county, hence the people are prospering
in every illne of business, and with our
salubrius climate, fertdle soll, abundance

of pure water, cheap land and undevel
oped naturgl resources of every kind,
there is no better country in the world

than Oregon for encrgetic people to Immi-
grats to, and no county In the state can
for the bhame
seeker than Douglas, belng ey of access,
nnd Indians not very bad. Its finesi lando
wore largely taken up in the early be,
under the Oregoh speciul donation land
laws, giving married men &0 acres, and
gingle men 30 esch, For yoears after t
repeal of this law, these same parties
purchased and added adjacent tracts, un-
til they became in latfer years owners of
immense esiates, that they cannot handie
to advantage now, and are disposed to
sell portions thereof to spit purchasers, at
prices manging from & for stock farms to
$0 1o $15 per acre for well-improved
farms, that will ewoduce all kinds of
graln, grasses, frult and vegetables com-
mon to the Pacific Northwest, including
three and four crope of alfalfa each

without irrigation. No cyclones,

yeoar,
halil

«xtext of agricultural lands which are aiso
tributary to the main valley.

The lowest level of the valley is where
Rague River crosees the west boundary
of the county, and s about 100 foel above
the sea level, The greatest altitude at
which agricuiture or horticulture s mads
profitable in this county Is perbaps about
500 feet mbove msea level Botween these
two levels great variety of producis are
obtained, not dependent on altitude alone,
which is only elimatie In its differences,
but also on the solls, slopes and oppor-
tunities for {rrization,

The mountains occupying the southern
and westerly parts of the county, westerly
from the head of Rogue River Valley are
of a granite formation, while thosa to
the north and east Bre volcanie and of
more recent formation. The great helght
of these mountains Induce a heavy ghow-
fall at and near thelr summits. while
snow peldom falls on any account in the
lower valleya,

The streams leaping from such helghts
transport Immenss guantities of detritos
o the wvalley: from the one region, de-
compored granite, and from the other the

f

product of disintegrated volcanic matier, " a large jeturn bas aslready been mad

streams are filled with trout, which, ilv-
ing i water directly from the anow
are of the best varieties, finest quallty.
Oame abounds in the mountains, but not
in quanties that prevalled a few years
ago.

Mining & Chief Source of Wealth,

The mining Industry of this country ia
one of the chlef sources of the wealth
of Bouthern Oregon. From the earllest
days of Pacific Coast settlement, the gold
fields of Bouthern Oregon have been noted
and Jackson and Josephine Counties have
furnished from their placer mines millions
of dollars in the yellow metal. The placer
mines are not worked to the extent mow
that they used to be, yet there are many
hydraulic propositions that during the
Winter seanson when water Is plentiful
¥ield large returns. Within the past few
years the development of quarts mining
has been rapidly pushed, and today there
are a large number of quarts proposli-
tions that are paying. In the neighbor-
hood of Gold HIill, there are a greal many
guarts ledges being developed, psome
running very high, and from which quite
=,

view of early development. This kaolin
haa been teated at Akron, O, and at other
places where such clay 18 worked, and s
proanounced to be of an excellent quality,
while the quantity seema to be almost
Inexhaustible. Fire clay K end mineral
paints abound In many places. Graphite
of & quality sulted for lubricafits, Is al=o
found In large quanties. Asbestos is found
in small quantities and of reasonably
good qualities, which, by proper efforts,
might be developed Into paying quanti-
ties and of commercial quality. Seams
and velns carrying large quantities of
cinnpabar are found in almost every di-
rection, and in some places in the county
small quantities of quicksilver have been
axtracied. The mountalns surrcunding
these walleya furnish an excellent range
for stock, which owing to the exceeding
mildness of the Winters, have an atirac-
tion for stockmen not to be found In
other ssctione.

The Bouthern Pacific Rallrond traverses
the county from the southeast to the
northwest, passing through almost the
extreme length of the county, and afforda
the only lne of transportation which the

that Gold Hill {s at the present time and
with proper splrit may contlnue to be

‘the princtpal gold mining center of Jack-

son County. It is beautifully situated on
the banks of Rogue River, has « the ad-

vantagea of climate accorded to Rogue
River Valley, excellent water, good
health, and a large agricultural region

tributary to it. There I= a large diteh in
progress of construction, which, when
campletsd from its icitial point on Rogue
River to Gold Hiil, will have a length of
nearly % miles, and if completed on the
plans and specifications started will not
only furnish that reglon and the country
Iying slong if with excellent water and
with quantitlez sufficient for mining and

Irrigation, but will also furnish an ave-
nua for the traosportation of the Immense
quantities of lumber that must in the fu-
ture be cut along the lne traversed by It
of

The t'mber resources upper Rogue
River are practically and
the quallty of the timber for commercial
purposes unexcelled From this source
Gold Hill hopes much.

The other towns in the county are:
Talont, five miles west of Ashiand; Fhoe-
Central

-+
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FRUIT-GATHERING SCENE IN SOUTHERN OREGON

people of Bouthern Oregon have, except nix, three miles _furlht‘r on.
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states east of the Rocky Mou ina to
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The Bouthern Paeclfie Company, whose
Hnes extend from Portland, Or,, to New
Orleans, has 116 miles of itx maln line
extending noroas the county from north

to south, and anffords connection with nll

the world. There are 4% miles of tele-

graph and telephone Unes In Douglas

County. D, 8 K. BUICK,
Roseburg.

JACKSON COUNTY.

Noted for Its Mines and Great Abun-
dance and Variety of Fruit

Jackson Coupty is bounded on the north
by Douglas, east by Kiamuth, south by
California line, and west by Josephine
County. It Is practically &x48 miles, and
contains something over 300 sgunre miles.
The northwest boundary of the county
lea along the range that separates the
waters of Rogue River from those of the
Umpqua. This mountain ls high, in many
places rugged and almost everywhere
heavily timbered.

The east boundacy lies practically along
the axis of thes Cascade Range and is
marked by the range lines Between ranges
4 and 6. The south boundary is latitude
4 north, and Jes parallel with and In
large part just south of the summits of
the Siskiyou Range., which In places rises
to an altitude of between 700 and 000
feet above sen Jevel These moun-
tains are also heavily timbered. The west
boundary crosses pumerous mountain
spurs that converge toward Rogue River
from the north and soutd.

A little west of the center of the county
lies its principal agricultural ares—ihe
Rogue River Valley. Mount McLoughlin,
sometimes called Mount Pitt, stands near
the eastern boundary of the county, and
Is & beautiful, snowy peak Fi0 fest high
Ashland Butte stands just within the
county, near its southern boundary, andg
has an altitude of nearly S0 feet. Otbher
peaks of these two ranges rise 10 a great
helght and furnish innomerable streams
of never-fulling water supply, as pure and
clear as the dewdrops of the morning,

It will be seen: that the summits of these
three great mmountaln ranges Turnish threo
of the boutdary lines of Jackson County:
to wit, the north, the east, and the south
whose streams rush, converglag, toward

tha central portlon of the county,
where the waters gather to form Rogue
River., flowing thence westerly to the

ocean. Each of ihese pumerous (ribu-

| Country within

cercals,

aren por

The Roguce River Valley has an
aps, Inciuding the streams with

| margine flowing into 1t, of

0 SuULre miles, and is
lgmated as the lialy of Ure.
ate Is the

i on the Pacific C
as shown by man
I to 24 Inches

pcidom colder than ¥ degree £ "
Rotter than % degrees above, Jevers
'me, tomadoms, hurticanes, or
are ‘'unknown, The productivencsa

of the salley and of the county is con-
ceded by 1 who know It to bhe ecasily
egual to anything on the Pacific Coast

The great numbers of strenams furnish A
never-falling supply of water, where need-
ed for irrigation; we never have the ex-
tremes of heat or cold, drouth nor ex-
treme humidity, that furnish the objee-
tiorable features in s0 many other re-
fone,

Jackson County s especially noted for
the abundance, great variely and excel-
lent quality of its frult, The peaches
from this region have taken the premium
at some of the great expositions of the
the past few years, and
purticulariy the Columbian Exposition at
Chicago. The variety of frults consist of
apples, pears, peaches, plums, prubes, ap.
ricots, nectarines; and of berries are the
blackberrica, raspberries, strawberries,
currants, and other varieties. Blackber-
ries and strawberries, like peaches, secm
to rench perfection here, and aiso on the
hillside slopes where the soll is of a clay
grapes not excelled In the world are pro-
duced in_great sbundance. In fact, the
pecullar variety of solls which we have,
the warmth, the sunshine and the pure
water have made of Rogue River Valley
and the Applegate Valley, and other val-

excelled 'n the world for a great varlety
of frults such as are at all adapted to
this latitude.

Belng surrounded as we are by high
mountain ranges, the atmosphere of this
spclion W to a very high degree pure and
healthful, therefare, no reglon in the world
execls It In this respeel. The many al-
tractions which asture hasx so lavishly
spread bere, s producing & natural result
In a rapidly growing population. The im-
migmtion for some years past has been
very rapld, and of a class most conducive
to the highest social and moral conditions
of n community. No portion of Oregon
Is better supplied with schools, and all
of the church organizations seem to be
represented, The mountains surmounding
the Valley are high and pleturesque, and
nearly everywhere heavily timbered, with
the Nnest gquality.of sugar pine, yellow
pine, varions wvarieties of fir and other
woods and timber of great commercial
vhiue, Munufscturing establishments will
find here In the future an excellent place
for investment, the streams fornishing
the cheapest quality of power, These
mountaln fastnesses also, afford the most
pletureaque haunis for Sammer oulings

ling up at ome elde of the valley & |The Ashland mine, near Ashiand, Is being

| toet.

| and aspirations of itz progressive and en-

| & Mliiling Company

the |

| yet only In Its Infapcy, The Klamath
group of mountains, “of which the Sis-
kivous form an important part, cénsiat of
a formation contemporancous fn  age

| chemical process to extract the values,

| any other mining reglon perhaps in the

leya in Josephine County, a section not |

and pilaces for rocuperating heaith, of | have been located in part by men lnter-

| entitied it to the appellation of the Italy
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worked at a depth greater than any other
mine In Southern Oregon, the depth al-
ready obtalined being something over 700
The ledwe has been fully demon-
strated 1o have an extenl, permanency
ad a richness fully justifylng the hope

ergetic owners, The Shorty-Hopa Mining
have large mining
properties within a mile of the Ashiland
mine, upon which extensive work has
been done, and from which large returns
bave been realized. This mine s owned
chiefly by New York capitalists, while the
Asxhland mine ls owned chiefly by Mon- |
treal capitnilsts, Ench of these claims
has a l-stamp mili; both are well
equipped, and have everything that |Is
needful for succesaful operation. In the
neighborhood of Jacksonville there are
other guartz propositions now belng op-
eranted, and stlll others belng prospected,
Enough has already been done and devél-
oped to demonstrate that the quarts min-
ing for gold In Southerm Oregon le as

with the high Slerras of California,-and
the Blus Mountains of Eastern Oregon.
The formation and peculiar charactaris-
tics of each are the same. Each has fur-
nished a feld, In Its own apecial locality,
for the mines of the Paclfic Coast, and the
great propositions In a minlng way, =o
far as developed, point to the assurance
that these three are among the great
mining regions of the TUnited BStatea.
The mines of Jackson County are chiefly
in the Blskiyous, which are seamed and
broken by ledges ‘contalning gold, sliver
and copper, Many of these ledges are
of a free-milling character, and are made
cminently profitable by the present meth-
od of working ores, by the process of
stamp mills, while many others are known
as base ores, and will require smelting or

Tests, however, are belng made from
hundreds of ledges of various kinds, and
doubtless In the npeer future pro

moethod of securmg the values of each
will be discovered. As a mining region
SBouthern Oregon and Northern Califarnia
present Inducements not to be found In

world. Alaska with i{ts newly developed,
or partially developed fields, presents a
phase in fts rigorous climate and distance
from commercial marts which makes the
working of its mines tedlous, darngerous
amnd expensive. Biberia prosents the same
difficultiea Australla, removed by thou-
sands of miles of ocean, cannot possibly
be reached by the man of modest means.
Southern Oregon, with a ¢limate that has

of America, with wvalleys that produce
everything that a miner could wish to
which easy access from all the mines i»
had, has eliminated from the miner's
teibulstions those things that have been
AifMculties in nearly all other mining re-
glons In the world, Copper Is being found
now in many sections of Southern Ore- |
gon, and being prospected with excellent |
assurances of reasonable return, The !
present requirements, brought about by |
electrical developments, has pushed cop- |
per Into the front as one of the most |
valunble metals, and the region under
discussion presents many assurances that
here will be found In large quantities
the metal desired.

Other Mineral Resources.

There are many other mineral products
to be found in Jackson County; coal has
been found in many places, but ns yet,
sonsidering the facliities for transporta-
tlon and the quality of the coal found.
has mot presented Inducement for the
lovestment of capital, Near Ashiand,
large beds of kaolin exist, and recently

! station on the Southern Pacific Rallroud.

those counties lying directly on the coast.
Ferhaps the only drawback which South-
em Oregon at the present time experi-
ences is the fact that we have but one
rallroad and that this company is not
especially anxlous to concede that which
should be conceded to a region tributary
to s0 important a degree as this reglon ia,
While the sald company have certainly
made, or apparently have made, concos-
sions in the way of freights In some di-
rections, It is a noticeable fact that it
costs almost as much to ship a carload
from any polnt on the rallroad south of
Fartland or north of San Francisco to
Ashland as It does from elther of those
cities to Chicago. It seems to the people
of this reglon very reasonable that ad-
vantage should not be taken by = rail-
road company of an isolated position
which to the extent above stated Southern |
Oregon has, but that sald company should
be as anxious for a complete development
of the resources of all reglons lying along
its line as they are to secure the traffle
from other sections to which they have
some competition.

Several Prosperous Towns.
Ashland ls the chlef town of Southern
Oregon, having & population of 3000 or
perhaps something more than that. It is
notable for the beauty of its surroundings,

| for its rapid growth, its pure water, ltsl

healthful climate, its school advantages,

| and for the min+s that are tributary to It

It occuples the heart of the peach re-
glon, and has been termed “Peach-blow |
Paradise.”" The growth of this littls city
for the past two or three yoars has not |
been due to any boom, but has been re-
markable. It |s the site of a State Normal |
Behool, of an !Important Chautaugua Asso- |
clation, with beautiful and extensive |
grounds, and capacious auditorium; It has
splendid School balldings, and has on its
enrollment over 1! school children. It
occuples the position as central division |

between Portland and S8an Franclsco, and
Its pay roll from sald company reaches
well up to $20.000 a month. It had muny
beautiful homes, public buildings, and
much public spirit. *

Mcdford ls the second town In size In
Jackson County, occuples a central po-
sition to the agricultural region, s a
place of much enterprise, is rapidly grow-
ing. doea an extensive business,  and is
well equipped with achools and other |
things required to make a prosperous and
lively town. Medford's position will al-
ways give it an !mportance In Bouthern |
Oregon. A large ditch i now In course
of construction which is Intended ulti-
mately to carry the waters of Butte Creek
around the foothills of the walley for
irrigation purposes, and to supply Med-
ford with the necessary quantity of ex-
cellent water for all purposes, domestlc
and irrigation. -

Jacksonville is tha county seat of Jack-
son County. For many years it was the
metropolis of Southern Oregon. It is
beautifully situated five miles west from |
Medford, with which it is connected by a
short line of rallroad owned by private |
parties. Jacksonville was the old mining
cenler of this portion of the siate, and,
like Kirbyville, once had a glory which
has since largely departed: notwithstand- |
ing this, Jacksonville Is one of the most
pileasant, healthful and beautiful loca- |
tlons that can be found on the (,‘oult,i
Its vineyards and those In the lmmc—ﬂiaml
vicinlty glve to Oregon very largely the
credit which Is her due in the culture of |
grapes and the possibllites which will be
attendant upon a complete exploitation
of that industry. when there =hall have
been a much-necded competing method of |
transportation from this valiey to mmn|
point on the Couast. which doubtless in
the future will be accomplished.

Gold Hill s In aise and probable possl-
bllities the third place in the county. Its
peopie believe that I will in time grow

h

Polnt, four miles north of Medford;
Woodville, nine mlles northwest [(rom
Gold HIill, anéd Eagle Poimt
miles east of the railroad
the Beautiful Bulte Creek Vi
tion of the Bogue River Valley

Each of these towns exhibits the thrift

and growth so plal
out the whole valle

It would be impo » In the spacs nl-
lgtted to this article Ko fato
detall in pointing out the sdvantages an

Iy noticeable through-

further

attractive features of Jackson .
Strangers who have visited it 128
malned any length of time are always
loud In Its pral=se, and the peopls who
live here are sufficiently appreciative of
the advantagez we have o  belleve
that the pralse given to the county Is
justly Its du= In fact, a thorough knowl-

edee of Its mountaine and valleys tends
to Induce a poetic sentiment, which enn-
not be arnlded by one who becomes
miliar wih it, and for f t I might

fa-

fesr

wind this article up with o stanza or two
or poetry, 1 will cloge it now abruptiy.
Ashiaml C. B. WATSON,

JOSEPHINE COUNTY.

Noted for Its Gold Mines, Fruit and
Valzable Agricultcral Lands.

The one place In Oregon that s most cel-
ebrated for its production of gold and wa-
termelons s Josephine County. It 15
bounded on the north by Douglas, on the
east by Jackson, the west by Curry
and on tha south by the State of Califor-
nia, and 1s situnted gome W milea south
of Portland, The castern
traverased by the Southern Paclfic Hal

on

bounda

for n distance of ebout 25 miles. It s &
county in which are located some of na-

ture’s grandest mountain sce
as some of her most pletur

falls and fertile valleys
The Rogua River Valley

has properiy
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r j 'tnr*u have margins of greater or less | avoiding the heat of lower regions. The|ested in that line of product with a to be a metropolls, There 3 no doubt but | the apple, as her soll and climate produce

an apple that coiors highly, and has
keeplng qualities that assures the grower
an extended market every ycar at a falr
proft.

During the past elght years a great
many of Jescphine County's red Winter
applea have been shipped in ear lots o
8t. Paul, Chicago, Omuaha, St. Louls and
Denver; also a number of carloads have
been shipped to San Francisco, and there
reshipped to New Zealand and Australia,
There is not a stale or territory west of
the Mississippl River in which Josephine
County does not have a demand for her
large red Winter apples. and If every
available acre of land in the county waa
pianted to apples, there would be no trog-
to marke: the product of these acres
at a good, falr profit to the grower,

Watermeions are also quite an impor-
tant production here. They are planted
In large tracts of from 10 to & acres In &
field, and are shipped north by the car-
joad during thelr season, the output being
from ¥ to 5 cars annually. No finer-
flavored melons grow than those produced
here,

Everything In the agricultural line
needed hers could and should be produced
at home, there belng every fancliity for
production and a good homes market.
Gralns, grasses and gardens grow hers to
pecfection. Hopgrowing ls one of the sis-
ple farming pursuits here and the output
i3 almost equal to that of any county ino
the state.

Population and Area.

The populntion of Josephine County Is,
according to the 130 census, 17, and its
area is about 130 square miles of 532,00
acres. This great body of land Is cut up
with mountains, rivers and streams, and
han a great diversity of =oll, metals,
graval beda and timber. She hag re-
#ources that will support double her pres-
ent population. Many farms of large actre-
age =hould and will be cut up into several
farms and lands that have heretofors
been idle will be brought into cultivation,
Thers {8 room for many mors in the de-
velopment of our mineral wealth. Farm-
ing lands can be had at all prices, rang-
Ing from § to K00 per acre, depemiing
on location and condition.

The main Indusiry here is the pureult o¥
mining. Grant's Pass !s the .rnu-r of a

1

ge mining belt, embracing 41l of Josc-
ne and part of Western Jackson Coun-

and
L. Thes=e Include both quarts'and placer
gold, and copper, besides other metals in
less lmportant quantitied,

Great quantities ijumber have peen
oduced here and a large sash, door and
ox factory maintained for years, the

of

lumber being brought in from the sur-
rounding couniry. The timber locatea
close to the rmmilrond fs mostly cut or

bought up. but farther back are Iarge
tracts yet in the title of the Government,
Much has been heard of late years of the
-needle Industry. There are two of
these factories lueated here and the indus-
try promises to be an active onme in the
near future. The Pacific Pine-Neadla Fac-
tory has taken diplomas at the varlous
falrs held durlng the past year from Buf-
falo to the Pacific Coast,
Hunting and Fishing.

Josephine County contains the very beat
of for the hunter and nimrod. In
Rogue River are the sliver slde and stesl-

BOTT
eport

head trout, as well as the great bix chi-
nook saimon, all of which are caught
with rod and reel. The mountain streams

abound with speckied trout and may be
caught in larges numbers. Hunters for big
game usually seek the more (solated mouir-
talng, W ¢ deer and bear are found in
plenty and the average hunter has no
treuble In keeping a supply of “camp
meat”™ During the months of July and
August miany go 1o the hills for recrea-
tion and spend thelr time in the “cruel”™
gport with rod and gon. But here let us
quole from the language of a reverend
gentieman, lover of the pastime of ecateh-
ing the finny tribe: *“Let no long-faced
Christian decialm agalnst the sport &Aa
‘eruel," for elnce the daya of Issac Wal-
ton or rather since the days of the lov-

| ing John and the ardent, Impetuous Peter,

| been pas

been termed the '‘Italy of Oregon.” s
no doubt more eveniy balanced] belween
the extremes of heat and cold th any
other part of the state. Here the s of |

skates 15 unknown, and as the =now never |

stays on ¢he ground more than a day oF
two, the pilessures of the toboggan
sieigh are beyond os preciation, There
has been but one hea anowlfall in the
last ®~yenrs, plre-

¥
and that was
nomenal Winter of 150, The thermometer
Winter
in

in

rarely ever reachea zero In the
time, and then only for a night, and
Summer it manges up to 5 and ™, and
n short time goes high as 109
Winters are mild but littla

with

The total fall of smow during
runs from two 10 elght Inches,
our cold Winter weather the

usually registers about 10 to 15 abo
and will not go lower once {n five years,

Horticalture tnd Agricenltare.

Josephine County @ lovked upon as a
county more Iln importance on account of
its mining rather than Its

agTicultural

{nterests, yet {here are many r and
thriving farms scatiered over the valleys |
throughout the county. A good many
thousands of acris have been pianied W
fruit trees, and today hortleulture, In =
commercial senae, is recognlied as one

among a number of Joscphine's industries
that her soll =nd ollm are s0 weil
adapted to. While her goil and elimate are
adapted to the growing of the peach, prar
apricot, nectarine, almond, Engilsh wal-
nut, all of the ténder varities sTolgn
grapes, s well as the American varieties
alkko rmaspberriea, Dblackbherries, currant
and gooscberries, It Is also the home of
the apple, “the King of Frulis,” and
probably will take the lead in producing

te

or |

l
l
l

pome af the
most spirt

st, tenderest-bDearted and
of Ooddl’s messengers hAave
nately ford of this noble sport.
of the clear running water 8

{im who bade his disc

The voleoe

who come to her home in the

love, Here on the benuotiful Roxue
or i= one of her great treasure-houses,
And whe has learned o know and love

this wonderful revelation of Nature has
come nearer o Nature's God.™
F. W..CHAU=SSE,

Grant's Pass

TREES 1000 YEARS OLD.

One of the World's Finest Timber
Belis in Silets Basin,

There Is probably mno better pince for
permanent investment than in the timber
lands of Slletz Basin, and on the head-
waters of the Luckiamute, Rickreall and
Yamhill Rivers, in Polk County. The
monarchs of these foresis are many of
them 1 yenrs oid When King Alfred
lald aside his scepter Lhese stately rulers
began to Uft up thelr heads upon the
mountain and upon the plain. During all
that ‘l"‘.’; centuries It is evident no fire de-
vastated that reglon. North and south
of it biackened stumps, nmow white with
age, toll of the awful struggie In which
the flery element gained the victory. But
the section here described came off un-
scathed. There ls no day In August when
thesa forests are not saturated in the
early evoning with heavy dews or heavier

fogs. These trees have been allowed to
live thelr allotted time and whils now
ripe for the lumbermaan they are o po

danger of destruction by fire.

The timber of the Slletz Basin Is tho
finest body In the United States, after the
Bequoia Giganten grovex of Californin.
A. Qerlinger and associates are now pro-
jecting a raiiroad into these timber re-
Buch vas. mesources so easlly ac-

cessible eould not long remaln hidden
from investors. The road Is an assured
fact. This company or some other will

ultimately extend the line to the sea at
Yaquisa or the Silets Bay, where there
awnits harbor facilitles ample for ship-
ping if the public interest is broadly con-
sulted when the river and harbor bl Is
before Congress,

The lumber Interests of Polk County
have beon In thriving condition for years
and bave lately taken on even
lite. The woods far up the Luck-
Rickreall and other streams are
#live with men logging and mlilling. No
class of men are dolng more for the labor-
ing man and for development of Iatent
resources than these captains of indusiry
wah go into the forests, iovest their mon-
their credit In saw miils, open up
and manipulite the little streams Into
powerful engines, harnessing the forces
of nuture, and, with hosts of laborers,
convert the forest into lumber that is re-
celved with wonder and admiration by the
architects and builders of the citles of two
pheres. The number of men em-
ved In lumbering is =afely estimated at
L The product is being shipped to San
ancisco, the Middie West and to foreign
intrivs,

P
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Feait Crops In Whitman Connty. [
Hving on Spring Flat,

Wiliiam Gordon,

near Colfax, Wash., had 7 acres in frult
last year, from which he gathered 000

and pears, and 150 tons
He mold the apples and pears
the tree” for 8 cents per box, the
picking and packing them. The
fruit from this orchard, which was sold
earty In the scason, and at lese than the
present market price. netted the owner
shout EN0, or 368 per acre, and he was at
no expense for pleking, packing or boxesa,

Rev. T. W. Waltera, who has an orchard
of 12 acreg near Coliay. =old his npplez at
from 75 cents for Fall appies, to §1l & box
for Winter apples

boxes of apples
of prunes.
o

buyer




