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VALLEY OF THE COLUMBIA RIVER

OF THE HABITABLE
THE LEAST SETTLED.

REGIONS OF THE
WORLD, THE MOST PRODUCTIVE AND

- HE Columbia River, with jts navi-
gable tributaries, aggregating 2182
miles, all converging at Portland,

\

contributes two Important fac-
tore to the commercial welfare
of the Mty. 1t affords natural and cheap
mmeans. ! communication between Port-
lund and the rich interior, and it is the
medium of access for deep-drafl vessels

from the sea to Portland's wharves
Equally Important i the second factor
a8 wflecting gradients for the ralirond sys-

tems which 1= yate at Portiand. Al
hauls by rall ¢ rew materials from
the centers of production in the Pacifie

Northwest to the shipping center at Port-

land are n grade, and the railroad
lines termionting bere have the benefit
of water-level hauls. No otheor seaport
on the Pacifle Coast reaches the rich
producing sections of Its Interior tridbu-
tnry t wit overcoming heavy
gmadients, involving greal expense In
rallroad aperation o other commercial
city on the Pacific Coast Is so admirably
situated at the end of A great trade Toute

the work of and not of man.
No other Pacific ity has the sea In
front of I, The g areas immedi.
ately behind It, and & naturnl highway
1o emrry the products to its doors No

other Pacifie Coart clty Is

al once & gate- |

way of commerce and a center of pro-
§ 1] distribution
evers cuble foot of water that
rive stern and Southern
Washington, Western Idaho, part of
Biritiah Columbin and neurly all of Ore- |
gon flows into the Columbla and past

Portland In to the
Oeean, OF who have studied the Co-
lumbia River Basin snd its econpomic pos.
sibilities, no have hestowed higher
pralse upon it than the United States en-

is course

nil

gineers whou have been enirusted with
the work of improving navigation, As
long ago as 1682 Captzin Charles F, Pow-

ell el o the Chief of Enginsers:

repnrl
The Ca

great river of the Pa-
end commereial valoe
the Missisalppl Its

mbia I» the
cific Const In voluatwe
1t a second omly ix
bunks are more stable. s waters are clearer,
fis dee blockades are much less In dummtion
than the great waterway of the BEust. Unlike
the Mimsissipil, 1be lumliia serks the ocran
m & lone parailel to trade channels, and not
at right angles 1o them

In 190 Captaln William W. Harts re-
poried:

This river, with its tributaries, draine an
enormous arsa, estimated to esntaln 246,000
sjuare miles, IS2000 miles of which Jie east
of the Cascade Mountaine This latter area
ts ehout equal to the combined areas of all
the New Engiand States, Incioding also NWew
York, Pennsylvania
land The dralnnge

af the Columbia Hiver

Pacific |

New Jersey and Mary- |

stunds second In the United Fiates In point of |

size and Importance

Elsewhere will be found a statement of
the navigable wulers forming the majln
stream of the Columbla and s tributaries.

It will be noticed that the greater part of |

the river in the Btate of Washington—the
=18 mlies between Mureus and the foo
of Priest Raplds—is, with the exception
of the &-mile reach from the Okunogan

to Wenatchee, elther navigahie only under

favorable conditions or navigable only at |

at risk. On the other hand, the 0.
lo reach from the foot of Priest Raplis
the Paclfic Ocean s pavigable with
the exception of the 11 miles between The
Dalles and Celila, The improvement of
the rviver at this pelnt would open 210
miles of water between The Dalles and
Priest Raplds Improvement the
Bhnake between mouth and Riparia
would make navigation eany to Lewiston,
1daho, 14 miies inland from the mouth
of the Snake. It Is w these two pro-
Jocts that the prodocers of the Inland
Empire are now chiefly concerned, For
with free navigation from the foot of
Priest Raplds, on the Caolumbia, and Lew-
iston, on the Snake, the Inland Empire
would have ample outlet to the sen for
its products. If The Dalles-Celllo project
is undertaken without 4 and pushed
under the contract
Cascade Locks In the final stages of the
work, it will be posaible for steamboats
to make the run from Lewiston to Port-
land before the INE falr is opened.

Portland's Down-Grade Trade Route,

The law of Nature which makes water
run down hill applies with dominating
force to the heavy transporiation of a
productive country. Trade routes follow
the lne of leas=t resistance—the down-hill
track. With this principle in view, let
the reader coxamine closely the map of
the drainags area of the great Colum-
ba River and trece up-stream from
Portiand the llnes of the watercourses,
Nearest at hand is the Willamette, Its
draloage area Includes all the region be-
tween the Cascale and Coast Ranges
northward from the Calipocia Mountalns,
and il scarcely necds to be told that the
traffic of this wide country flows down
fiream to Portland. Then foliow the Co-
lumbla nearly 50 milles east along the
Oregon border, thence northwest, east and
north through the food-producing felds
of Washington; thence north into British
Americs. Now follow up the Snake
River, which Is really a southern branch
of the Columbia, to Its sources near the
ldaho-Wyoming border, upward of 000
miles. Then trace the streams falling into
the Columbia and the Bnake and observe
what a wide area they cover. A4d to
these vast basins the district of the
Lower Columbla Dbetween Portland and
the sea, and the coast reglons in Oregon
and Washington, which are aearer to the
Columbia River than to any other gen-
eral por:. This is a brief outline of com-
mercial Oregon, of which Portland is the
chief eity. It Includes the whole of the
Btate of Oregon, save a few districts to
the south southwest commercially
allled to Califormia; the whole of South-
wistern Southeastern and a goodly por-
tion of Eastern Washington, o trade rela-
tionship to British Columbia, and to near-
ly the whole of Idaho. All the heavier
and much of the lghter products of thia
vast reglon must seck an outlet through
the gateway of Orexon by down-hill
route to the sea, or foiiow some more
diMenlt, and therefore more costly, course
of transport.

One cannot scan a map of the Pacific
Northwest without noting the prodigious
fact that all the water-level llnes of
transport, covering the greater productive
districts of the Northwest, meet at the
junction of the Columbia and Willamette
Rivers—at Portiand. Herein is the secret
of Portiand's original jocation, and the
explanntion of her commercial power and
continuotis growth, Bhe has ambitious ri-
vals on Puget Sound, but Nature in her
most formidable shape & In alllance with
Portiand. Every pound of freight car-
ried dlrectly between the Columbia River

o

and of

its

-
eny

and

system, as was the |

CELILO FAILLS,

203 MILES FROM THE MOUTH OF THE COLUMBIA RIVER.

Copyright. 1001, by Beaj. A Giffdrd, The Daules,
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over the Cascade Mountain range—2809 feet
above sea level, Between Portland and
the Columbia Interior It is a level road.
Te thoss who understand the primary
principle of transportation, even
who have thought upon the difference In
force required to walk up hill and on a
level, the significance of this fact needs
no exposition. It is a fact not to be put
aside nor to be overcome by devices. It
is final and absolute. It estobllshes for-
ever the level route down the Columbia
as an Imperial highway to the sea It
attaches the Columbla River Basin o

| commercial Oregon by a law which dis-

regards political lines,

those |

| wendth of this vast country.

COLUMBIA RIVER 26 MILES EAST OF PORTLAND, SHOWING PILLARS OF HERCULES AND CAPE HORN.
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basin region—whose vast ares and wealh
have won for it the high but not unfit.
ting name of “Inland Empire”—to a deep-
water port where they meet the commer-
cinl productions of the Willamette Basin.
In the day of relntively small things this
coniunction created near the mouth of the
Willamette an !mportant commercial
town. No man of judgment doubts that
the great future will build here one of
the world’s greater marta,

1t would take more pages than there
are polumns available for this general sur-
vey to detall the prosent and potential
It is a re-

It brings the com- | glon so richly endowed in unnumbered
Basin end Puget Sound must be lfted l mercial proSucts of the great lnterlor | ways that & mere catalogue of ita produc- | clal production might be set forth sur- | the opening of Western New York by the it

tions, of kinds capahle of expansion to {vrh!m; to many who fancy themselves | Erle Canal. The rich food-producin
commercial proportions, would fill a vol- | already familiar with Oregon's commer- | lands of Eastern Uregon and Washington

ume. The present, when the country !s | cial field. They who may be interested ! and Idaho are partly cut off from the
not yet falrly beyond its ploneer era, | in these. respects will find on other pages | Pacific Ocean by the obstructions be-
when not one acre in five of avallable | of ihis (ssus matter of commercial as | tween The Dalles and ( ), Just a
iard is under the plow, before any gen- | well as domestic significance. The tables Western New York was almost wholly
eral use of Irrigation, and when omly | which exhibit annusl output are worth | cut off from tha Atlnntic sead When
erude products are sought to be devel- | the siudy of all who wish to Know the | the Erle Canal was the rail-

projec
road was not thought of, an

oped, Is a very large one, even In a com- |
mercial sense; and the future, when in- |

immediate conditions of the country or

only pos-

to speculate upon s potentialities and sibility of traffic, r:.-_‘,‘-: | reight wagon

| ereased populatibn, wider and cheaper =ys- | the future of !ts commercial jife was a canal. New York bullt the canal
tems of transport and higher agricultural to take the place of the lumbersome wag-

art have done the'r work no man is bold | The Producer Directly Intercsted. ]I S then followed tHe six.irasi Pall

envngh or wise.enough to foretell. If It !
wore the purposs of this sketch to go Into |
particulars, a record of present commer-

In some respects the development of
the Iniand Empire by dn all-water trade
route

way tu parailel and suppl
ard the Hudson estuas
on the Columbia Is analagous to | druft sieamboats and j F
» take the place of the frelght wugon

canal

of ploneer times. Then came the
2 supplement the light stenmboat
por:age. Now it is proposed ¢
t mliroad by a revival of wuter

| gatien,

]

Trade routea follow the
resistance—gravity, U it
not, the minimum it
fine of least resist
preducing flelds of E
ern Washington and [duho lo
Ocenn the Columbia River
natural pass' Senator |
pressel L. In ¢

range rurning t!

is

L L1

m

inguwn. The

Colvmbin would be

the Interior ¢

5o that the

the Northwest shall bs

argoes; Increased un tho
mmodities of oether that

returned
an open door twoe
t and the West, and thereafter
ischarging at New York was ¢
a return cargo, The altun
Paclfie Northwest today s the
verse of the situation In New York
quarters of & century ago. New Yor
had the population to buy Its |

b
b

wn

ports, but

@ field that produced the rgoea for
exXpor: wns practice Inaccesaible. The
Pacific Northwest Is able today to fur-
nish the rgoes for export, but has not
the po tlon that would be Ilarge ¢on-
sumetrs of imports. The Erie Canal unitedl

the farm and the shipping port for New

Yaork. The Columbla River open would
do the same for the Northwest and glvo
the producer and the consumer the uble
advantage of rall and waler communica-
t: 1 e

No one Is more Interested than the con-
sumer In the selection of the natural
trado ite for this reglon, the opening

he Erie
furnishes an object-iesson on this
point. Hefore the cannl was dug wheat
wia quoted at $1 50 a bushel In New York
and 30 cents a bushel at Buffalo. The dif-
In price was the ¢ of transpor.

When the canal was dug the

the
t cost from Western New York to

aof the Columbia to navigation.
Can

il

e

frelg

idewnter at New York Clty fell from §1 a

el to 40 cents, and the farmer got
the other @ cents. So It will be with the
farmer of the Inland Emplre when the
Columbia is an open river. The principal
beneficlary will be the producer of the
Palogse country, the Big Bend, and of

Lewiston, Walla Walla, The Dalles, Pen-
and ¥Yakima. The opening
Columbin will reguiate rates, not affect
cdtles. The rallroads that iift thelr tralns
over the Cascades to Puget Bound will
Just =8 much wheat as there Is a
markst for at Puget Bound, and which
they are willlng to hnul to tidewater at
rate fixed by the gravity system In
mbla Gap, If the steamboat finds the
wheat rate from Lewiston to Portland
and lowers It to 7
s wlll go Into the pocket
The queatio herefore
ol of to
pr
creasing
farmer recel

dleton of the

Kt

cente,

ne of lessening oo
the farmer, or,
aw,

to

of

0T

the

navigation of the Columbla River
§ very source, Upper Columblin
foot-

3 Fituated between the

alng and the

FPurcell B north of

Gth parailel, and very ¢ '
degree of west longitude Fifty mil
south of Upper Columbia Lake Is Fo
Steele, from which point = ers
the Kootenal River to Jennin 3o
Communicution between Gaol

of

the Cunndian
5 by bont

tram and stage

e between Jennings and Golden
t
L=

1 rom Dopald, 1T miles ws
of Golden, river NMows along the [
Il of the Rocky Mountains in

d

rthwesterly lon to
+ 524
ecoming [
sh Columbia
wdds Its wat
flow. Her
abrupt

south to Revelstoke, on the Ca-

ISt abhove

ment, J

« Hiver,

the F

Th e

bia s MUK

makes turn

an

L due

e
* with the ap=x p
iraverses u
At Donald

lakes,

to three

= ATTOW which

Revelstoki

*olumhin, In

from the
ORanogan,

ith of the

in this stret

river.

from

kane
at

re navigable

talnous coun 4 a dire
tion & Uitle w it 1 s tha
piain supposed tn have been ocou-
inland sen for & I period

plesd by an ong

AL

n It trends
lang the M

south along the

n xeen itz two

idely known as the Blg Beand

] It Is remarkable for the fer-
tiilty of lis soll. Through this country
the river Is new geologically. It is stiil

rapidly carving lta way through the un-




