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By E. H. Libby, President of

N
THE LEWISTON COUNTRY

the Lewiston Commerclal Club,

A New Golconda—Land

.

“Granary of the World"—The Greatest Forest of Pm)

of . the Golden Fleece—A

AD Marco FPolo kngwn and told of

the Lewiston country the plain

truth, his tale would have been
declared more Impossible than all he
did relate of the fabled Orient.
When Governor McGraw, of Wash-
ingtom, in 189 sald of that stats In
effect. that it “'possessed coal and irom 10
rival Pennsylvania: more timber than
Michlgan, Malne or Wisconsin: more gold
than California; more silver than Colo-
rado; unmeasured riches in copper, lrom,
jead and marble: that her flour Is as good
as the best. and i beginning to feed the
millone of Asin: that her frults command
any market they secek,” his words were

thought by many well-informed men to |

be lsrgely buncembe. Buch s the meas-

ure of nearly any one

Paclfic Northwest—a region so rich, so
wvast, so fertlle, so varied In resources, so
adspted 1o the needs of the energy and
ability of the modern man, that it al
most seems 2s if it had been kept a teyra
incognita through all the past ~hy its
All-Wise Maker, as s special heritage for
these later generstions, & new gathering
place for the Anglo-Baxons In the west-
ward march of industrial conguest. Rich
as 18 sll of this “far Northwest" I
clalm for the lesser Lewiston Country
only less than McGraw claimed for Wash-
ington. It ls m territory richer in wheat
than the Dakotas: as rich In livestock
s the best of Colorado; richer in timber
than Michigan in her palmiest days; as
righ In gold and copper as Montana; rich
in ftults; rich In coal; rich in sllver and
jead: rich in lime, marble and granite;
rich in vast water powers now begio-
ning 10 be harnessed. In fts midst, at
Lewiston-Clarkston, s growing s city
of commerce, & city of manufacturing. &
city of humes—the commerclal and social
center of one of the richest portions, it
not the very richest portion of Uncle
Sam’'s domaln. What single state of the
Fastern hall Is so rich In potentinlities?
What twe states, or what group of con-
tiguous states oist of the Missouri River
possess such varied resources In 5o vast
quantities? Let us see what the Lewision
country can justly clalm.
Wealth nod People.

The Lawlston country (also known aa
the Clearwater country), embraces about
15,000,000 acres, Inciuding thk northwes:-
ern corper of Oregon, Asotin County,
Washington; Nez Perces, Latah and Ldaho
Countles and part of Shoshone County,
Idaho., It §s dralned by the Snake, Clear-
water and Saimon Rivers and thelr triba-
taries, navigable from the heart of this
territory to the sea, excepting only at
the Dalles-Celilo raplds, and a few In-
significant boulder obstructions; but of
this luter, This territory is so rich in re-
sources, so rapld in development, even
with rallroads reaching only a twentleth
part of i1, that It has set two of Lhe
greatest rallroad companles at logger-
beads, and through the so-called Clear-
waler controversy perhups become the
tmmediate cause of the attempted orgas-
tzation of the greatest railroad combini-
tion on the earth—intended to combine
under one control the Great Northern, the
Northern Paclfic and the Burlington sys-
tems—whose purpose as Lo the Lewilston
country, the Columbla River Valley and
all the Inland Empire, these great rivers
will defeat if the people are cqual to the
opportunity.

The populstion of the Lewiston coun-
try now nombers about 550N persons,
peattered over some 24,000 square miles
of fertlle whent lands, evergreen foresis,
grassy cattle ranges, very llve mining
camps and fruitful valleys—s terrilory
easily capable of supporting several mil-
Hons of people in comfort and prosperity.

The agricultural wealth of this territory
fa of first importance, Its grain bejt is
estimated to comprise 2,200,000 acres. Its
capacity of production of cereals for ex-
port Is comservatively estimated at 5.
000,00 bushels annually, About 7,00
acres of this iand were fenced, bul only
W00 mcres cultivated, during the year
1900, including ZE0 acres In cultivated
grasses and all classes of hay lands. This
joaves L6000 acres, clnssed as first qual-
fty of grain lands, which were still un-
denced waste. The yileld of cereals for
1900 was estimated at 5400000 bushels of
wheat, 1,130,060 bushels of pats and bar-
Jey, and 284,000 bughels of flax, a total of
6,854,000 bushels. The estimates far the
raflroads place the increase for 1901 at 3
por cent In wheat, baricy and oats, and
the flax crop at 400000 bushels—a tolnl of
noearly 10000000 busheis, and this s an
{ncrease from les= than 1000000 bushels in
WE. The crop of 150 adjscent to the
Clearwater branch of the Northern Pa.
clfic Ralirond, Jess than 10 miles in
length, ix stated by railroad men to have
calied for W freight cars. During the
past year the demund for transportation
was 80 groat that A veritable ““car fam.
fne” has existed, and only perishable com-
moditles have recelved uniformly prompt
handling. Yet! probably not more than a
third of the tillable area is yet under foll
cultivation.

The wheat solls of the plateaus adja-
cent to the Columblis spnd Snake rivers
are certainly the richest on the continent—
perhaps the richest In the words—crops
of 40 to 60 bushels per acre belog not un-
common, and 30 bushels being an ordinary
avernge for lnrge arcasz. The soll is very
deep mnd fertile, much deeper and richer
than that of the pralries of the great
piaine reglon east of the Rocky Moun-
tains, probably duoe to the fact that It is
of voleanic origin, composed of disinte-
grated basalt and organic matter, long
under the nction of water. All of these
prairie plateaus, in fact, throughout the
Inland Empire were once the bottom of
a vast lake or inland sea; hence the great
depth of the soll and 1ts wonderful fer-
tility. The climate is equsble, and, save
in a few locallties directly cast of moun-
taln ranges or at low aititudes, never has
suffered from lack of sufficlent molstured
to perfect the small gralne, There are
only small arcas in the Lewiston eountry,
just east of the Blue Mountains, and cer-
tain low benches near Lewiston and
QClarkston, but what enjoy ample rain
every year, and these uncertain arcas are
being put under Irrigition as fast as the
demand will warrant for the culture.of
more profitable alfalfa, fruits and root
cToRE. X

Grent In Frults,

Intersecting the graln-producing plat-
eaus are lower benches and deep valleys
that are adapted to froltgrowing and the
eultivation of wvemetables. Thiz area of
fruit land approximates #0000 acres. The
frrigable bottoms approach 25,000 acres,
and the lands sulted to apples, pears,
cherries, prunes, plums elc., aggregats a
very large acresge. The shipments of
fruits and vegetables Ior the year 1900
agualed 450 carioads, and tn 1501 fully &0
carloads. The capacity for the produe-
tion of tonnage from orchards and gar-
dens 1= very grent, the average when In
full bearing and thorough cultivation be-
ing one carlond per acre. The lands un.
der irrigation will grow almost anything,
Including the highest grade and choloest
frults and vegetables. All the smaller
graing are so cheaply grown on the up-
lands that jt does not pay to grow them
by Irrigation where other things are so
much more profitalile. Cherries, peaches,
pears. Eurcpean grapes, nuts and berries
are the best-paying fruits. Sweet pota-
toes, peanuts onlons, melons, (omatoes
and pickles are very profitable. Alfalfa,
sorghum and broom corn are the best
field crops. White potatoes, beans, In-
dian corn, ¢lover and all the finer grasses
&nd most other vegetables and hoed crope

who knows and |
dares to write of the vast wealth of the |

| mon River.

| flourish. This industry, however, is, in a
measure, still dormant, because it in de-
pandent upon ready market facilities
morq than almost any eother. It must
walt for the extension of rallroad and

frult trees which are fas! approaching the
age at which profitable crops may be an-
ticipated.

1 Cattle om & Thonsand Hills.

The llvestock Industry of this district
{18 next to agriculture In importance,
though Ukely soon to be surpassed by min-
ing mand lumbering. There l» a recard of
the shipment of 15,000 head of eattle dur-
Ing 1900, valued at $480,000. This cattle in-
| dustry ia jecressing, although in 1898
| when the Nez Perces Indlan reservation
was belng settled and fenced and the
surrounding country was recelving its
hundreds of new familles on small hold-
Ings, the curtalling: of the open ranges
was pessimistically feared would result in
destroying the Indusiry, and the total
shipments of 000 head In that yehr were
declared ruimous to the country. The
large herds bhave been reduced on the
ranges, but the raising of cattle on farms
and inclosed pastures has Ineredsed In
stlll greater degree. There has been an
Increnss of exports during the past year,
while the accumulation of stock cattle
has Ingreased fully 35 per ceat. The limit
of the output will mot be reached for
many years, Thess rich =6ils are prolific
of a variety of crops sulted to economic
bee! produetion.

Thousands of sinek cattle are bred on
these protected farms and ranges for the
Montana and Dakota grasiers. An Intor-
esting phase of the wheatgrowing and
livestock indusiries here ia that when a
breeder or wheatgrower has clearead a few
thousand doDars above the current necds
of his businesa, he hastens to bulid for his
family a comfortable home in Lewlston or
Clarkston (Vineland), where they have the
advantages of superior schools. churches
and soclety. With the irrigation of the
lower, seml-arid benches and the conse-
quent cultivation of alfaifn on a large
scale, thus providing an abundanee of
cheap fodder for Winter feeding, the in.
dustry will be correspondingly enlarged by
production of more beef cattle and mutton
shesp, agd even the present very mmall
Winter losses will be reduced to almost
nothing. “ Delrying and the shipment of
butter and cheese will then attsin the m-
portance that the mild Winter climate en-
courages and the grest demand warranis,
As bearing on this point, I will add here
that one irrigetion canal i now bullding
which In 1SC w11l cover 15,000 acres of land
formerly too dry for certain crops of
wheat. Two smaller canals have been un.
usual PucCcesses,

The shipenents of sheep and hog» from
the Lewiston district equal about 65,000 for
the past year. The flocks on the ranges
eount up folly 60008 sheep. The wool
shipped apd in public and private ware-
houses amounts to ahove L5000 pounds,
valued at over $250,000.

The shipment of horses during three or
four years past has been 200 to 409 head
per vear, the year 1001 being especially
marked by large purchases for the Brit-
ish Government. Although range horses
have decreased in the past five years, yet
horsebreeding s revived on the farms
with a oclase of horses much improved
over those which roamed the ranges. The
horses of this district number 1500 Lo
200,000,

Greatest of White Plae Folests.

Lumbermen tell us that the greatest
forest of white plne now standing is that
of the Clearwater basin, tributary to Lew-
iston. The forest as a whole covers somae
3,000,006 acres, and the richest of it Is In
this basin. There in a grand total prob-
ably of 4000000000 féel, as estimated by
the cruisers, of the white pine alone, And
there is much more of tamarack of supe-
rior quality, excellent for many bullding
purposes, and of cedar, red fir and yellow
pine. There is also a great area of yellow
pine along the Grand Ronde River, In Ore-
gon and Washington, 4 miles from Lew-
iston. The Grande Ronde River fs sulia-
ble for log driving without Improvement
other than booms for control of logs
afloat. The extent of this yellow pine for-
est 1s fully 250,000 acres, with an estimated
tota] of 2,600000,000 feet of marketable Uin-
ber. There Is an almost un!imited amount
of tie timber, and also af soft woods sult-
able for paper pulp, all within easy reach
of waterways on which It may be foated
to Lewiston-Clarkston as a shipping cen-
ter,

Gold, Cepper, Silver.

Bpace does not suffice for a descriplion
of the mining interests and prospecis of
this great territaory. An adequate account
would 01! a dozen columns, The history
of old Lowistown is bound in A cioudy
volume with rare tales of treasure trove
in the troubled period of the "6is, when
the flerce glow of civil war made stirils
for goid seem trivial. Yet in those days
the hunt for 1he yellow metal made &
tented town of 10,000 earnest, feariess men
nt Lewistown, ut the head of navigatiou
on the Snake, only a few nfles from the
former one-Winter camping ground of the
Jlowis and Ciark exploring expodition.
And the 10000 in tents wele & constantiv
changing host, for in & few brief years
the placer bars of Florence and Flerse
and Dixie are sald to have ylelded 50,000,-
0 to 350,000,008, and probably more than

the clean-ups. As scon as the cream of
these placers was skimmed the camps
were practically deserted for many years
In the last half of the past decade with
the Improvement In processes for extract-

I'ing gold from quartz, the hitherto dla-

carded pold-quartz velns began 10 re-
celve Attention and development, unti
now there are producing minces in ail of
the districts possessing transportation fa-
cllities sufficlent to permit of the profila-
ble marketing of the product. The min-
ing Interests of thiz reglon, ¥, 8 75 10
and 150 miles to the east, south and south-
east of Lewision, Inciude the famous Buf-
falo Hump and Florence districts, the rich
nnd fine prospects of Plerce City, of Elk
City, of Warrens, of Newsome, af south
Fork, Imngha, Pittshurg Landing, the
Seven Devils country, and far up ¢he Sal-

In extent and superficial
district 1= claimed to excel
any other mineral belt In the United
States, It includes gold, sllver, copper,
lend, also coni, marble, fine granite, lime-
stone, asbesios, onyx, opals, ete., There
are now =ome 750 mineral locations with a
l¢gal status upon the official records,
Every one of these locations records the
fact that mineral has been found in place.
The universal opinion of experts ls that
these prospeete, while they cover a vast
*arci., present an average surface wvalue
greater than the average of any other ai=-
trict in Americn. There are as yet com-
paratively few shipping mines, for the
simple reason of lack of adequate means
of transportalion. With the settlement
of the rallroad war and the proper exten-
sion of rall lines Into or near the wartous
miuing camps, It l# ensy to predict grea,
development wWorks as a consequence.
Thus far only the free-mililng ores have
been worked on a commercial basie. Even
these have been obliged o overcome great
difficulties and heavy expenses In trans-
portation of machinery and suppies,

Amnd Coal Alse,

In common with all of the Coast, an
urgent necd of this interior country has
been cheap fuel. Our soft wood I gooa
timber, but poor fuel Coal even soft
coal, costs & to ¥ per ton near the rall-
roads. This want now promises (0 be sup-
piled by newly discoversd coiul measures.
Good evidence of & coul veln of very great
extent has beén revesled within the ysas,
The “Dlossom™ of thly veln bas been

values this

steambonat trafio routes to reach full de. |
velopment. There are, perhape, 1LOW
acres in the district now cultivated to

20000, perhaps 50,000 men parteipated tnl

traced mcross the whole plateau from the
Bitter Root Mountaina to the Blue Moun-
tains, a distance of over 100 miles. On
the¢ Grand Ronde River It has been fagr-
Iy well demonstrated that coal exisis In
Iargo quantities and In merchuntabls
quality. A veln has been exposed that
shows a breast at one point 30 feet In
thickness. In quality It Is In the same
class as the Rosiyn coal. Biacksmiths near
the coal fleids have used It for years,
and clalm a preference for It for forge
purposes. This outcrop is 30 miles from
the mouth of the Grand Ronde, and a
rallroad 20 to 5 miles Jong would taks
the coal to steambonts on Snake River,
A Ropld Development.

Bo wmuch for the resources in graln,
Hvestock, fruits, tUmber and mining. Now
what of the people and thelr work? In
15 the census gave Nex Perces County
2847 people, about half of them Indians.
There was no perceptible Increase until
the opening of the Indlan réservation In
November, 185, In the following year ir-
rigation works for Vineland In Asotin
County, contlguous to Lawiston, were
completed. The latter ecoumy o INN
borsted only” 1680 people. In June, o0,
Unele Sam's agents counted 1374 persons
in Nez Perces, a galn of 3% per cent, as
negninst A Erin of 8 per cent
State of Idaho. To Asotin they eredited
3085, a guin of J11 per cent as against a

gain of 48 per cent for the Siate of Wash.
ingtom.

n the same period Idano County,

is the enterprising town of
Grungeville, grew from 25 to 5111, 4 galn
of 200 per cent Thn» e:.lr:nrdlnnry Balas

for the |
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Total amount, $1.550.000.

Mercantile hounes quite generally report
an increase in trade of 30 per cent and
vpwards. About I8 dwelllngs were erect-
od and a proportionate number of sub-

stantinl business biocks. A veritabie lum- |

ber famine only, for the past six months,
bas prevented a much grester progresa In
bullding operations.

Lewiston is essentially a trading center, !

a distributing point for the interior, as It
has been in fact for the full 40 years of
its hiatory. In the earlier day ts mer-
chanta had most of thelr trade with the
scattered ranchers. miners and Indians,

Transpertation was done by wagon and -

pack traln. Today they still use these

primitlve means of conveyance. but more |

of tholr goods go by rmil. There are sev-
ernl subsiantinl whoiésale bouses. One
grocery establishment, only three years
o, Is dolng a business of 200 a day.
There are also wholesale dry goods, hard-
ware and drug houses. With the pro-
mosed water electric power, on a large
scnle. now decided upon by capable men,
in actual operation In the manufacture of
four. woolen gonds, ete.,
distribution will grow to larger propor-
tione,
Tranaportiation Conditions.

In spite of raliroad rivalrles, wars and

Ltruces, lha- nllmuda eventually go after

W

Nortkern Pacific tracks In

vantage of the O. R, & N. Co,,

ton to Tacoma Is 547 miles. This

a capyon on a § per cent grade,

at an elevation of 647 feet,
of grade,
Of course, thers are some slight

Pacifie, filled with high hills.

Interior.

R R R R R e e S Ry ]

WATER LEVEL GRADE TO PORTLAND.

Advantage of the Metropolis as the Shipping Center
of the Northwest.

HEN a carload of whesat Is put on thé O. R. & N.
anywherein the Inland Empire It has a down grade to tide-
water at Portland. When a carload of wheat is put on the
the
hoisted over mountalns to reach tidewater at Puget Sound.
matter of mileage, the differcnice is enough to deflne clearly the ad-
ft= distanece from Lewiston,
focal point for business in the Clearwster Basin,
but 355 miles, while by the Northern Paclficethe distance from Lewis-
makes (he route to Portland 192
miles shorter than the route to Tacoma.
fston |s much farther from Tacoma In & straight line, but because
the physical character of the coumtry compels & crooked course for
a rallroad between those points, whereas between Lewiston and Port-
land the route Is falirly st‘rnlght. .

Even more notable than the difference in mileage is the difference
betwesnn the two Tottles in the matter of grades Leaving Lewiston,
which is 647 feet above the sea, the Northermn Pacific track pasees up
and at the divide between the Pot.
latch and the Palouse reaches an altitude of 2700 feet, a sheer rise of
more than 2000 fest in about 4§ miles. Then the descent to the Pa-
louse country is made, and In the next 40 mlles the track gets down
to & point only 858 feet above the sea. Pulling out of that depression,
an altitude of about 1900 feet Is attained at Marshall Junctlon, néar
Spokane, that being the point where the Palouse branch joins the
main lins of the road. Then another down grade !s struck, extending
146 mlles to Pasco, which Is but 388 feet above the sea. There a
climb of 176 miles s begun, ending In Stampede tunnel at an elevation
of 2849 feet. A sharp descent of 78 miles on the west side of the range
takes the road to tidewater at Tacoma,
& miie in altitude must be overcome In golng from Lewiston, Idaho,
to the Tacoma wheat warehouses, 20 feet
above the sea. The tgtal descent is €196 feet, which, of course, must
be overcome in making the return trip., This takes Into calculation
only the great grades, there being a multitude of smaller ones and &
large amount of curvature on the Palouse branch. The curvature
has the same effect as grades In practlcal operation, a certaln degree
of curve on a level offering the same resistance as a certain per cent

The O, R, & N, from Lewlston to Portland makes guite a differ-
ent showing. The raliroad halls at Riparia, on Bnake River, a dis-
tance of 78 miles below Lewiston, which is covered by steamboats
But this company has a line surveyed up the north bank of the Snake
to Lewiston and a good deal gt work has been done upon It. The
0. R. & N, route from Lewiston to Portland Is dowa hil] all the way,

grade om the entlre line does oot exceed 26 feet to the mile, which ls
too trifiing to be considered. The curvature Is by no means exces-
sive, and It is #0 arranged that the sharpest curves are st on &
grade that overcomes the resistance they would otherwise offer. This
is possible on & route that Is a descending grade; It 1s not practicable
to any comslderable extent on such a route as that of the Northern
By far the greater amount of traffic
moves toward tidewater, so it is considered important to bulld track
that will favor tralns moving out rather than

R e I e i o

tracks

must be
In the

Iniand Emplre, it

the
to Portland belng

This is not so because Low.

Thos a total of more than

frregularities, but the greatest

those moving to the

in population are due to varfous causes
chiefly to the opening to settlement of the
Nez Perces Indlan reservation and to min-
ing development, as above indicated. also
to the completion to Lewiston In 1998 of
the Northern Pacific Raliroad, and Its fur-
ther extension of about T6 miles Up the
Clearwater, In 1886, and In some measiare
| as well to the Irrigation of hitherto worth-
less lands in Asolin County, in the di=s-
triet now koown as Vineland, sald to be
the mowst prosperous lrrigation community
on the entire Pacific Coast of the same
period. The raliroad and the jand com-
panles have broadly advertized the re-
sourcea, capabllities and advaniages of
the soll, climate and location. And, as in
all favored new regions, the settlers have
done s0 well that they have drawn others
after them from thelr former homes,
Since the census of 199 was taken the
growth has been not lcas rapld, The offi-
clals of the Northern Paclfio and Great
| Northern Rallroads Inform me that the
emigration of actua!l settlers through the
Bt. Paul gateway In the last fiscal year,
ending June 3, approximated 130,000 per-
sons, an increase over the previous cor-
responding year of over 40 per cent. The
State of Washington received neariy one-
balf of the towal. Of this emigration
movement the State of Idaho—in this case
[o:ﬂy via the Northern Pacific and Q. R
| & N. Co.,, nod In the Clearwater Hasin—
| received about 30 families, an increase of
| more than 300 per cent over the preced-
ing year. Lewistan and Clarkston have
pever hal nor desired a “boom.” Thelr
growth In the past six years has been
very rapid, from 50 in 1886 to @00 in DL,
but the chief effort of the local Cham-
bers of Commerce has been 10 seitie and
| develop the surrcunding country, know-
ing well that towns can oply prosper as
centers of trade and manufacture for the
adjncent territory. There was much dl=-
appointment over the cessation of raliroad
extension work in 188% becaumse of Lhe fa-
mous truce between the Ndfthern Pacifie
and the O, R. & N, Companies, and many
contemplated Improvements in farm landa
in-creating manufacturing plants, In

in mining operations wers postponed; for
more and better transporintion factlities
were essental to guccess

But the untiring energy of the ploneer,
tha developer and organizer, could not be
Lotill, and, after the fArat disappointment
wore off, the work of advertising and
making known the splendld resurces
went steadily on. Immigration Increased
as above s=et forth. The towns grew
Apace. Some figures, complied by the
writer from official sources, showing the
progress of Lewiston and Clarksion for
the twelvemonth ending September 3N,
inst, are a conservallve index for the en-
tire region. The figurea given In the fol-
lowing table are all percentages of in.
crease, and represent both towns taken
together unless otherwise stated. in
reading them it should be remembered
that the two tOwns sre separated only by
Snake River, and are one commercially,
one socially, one in topography, one In all

natural advantages.
Her
Cent
Weatern Unlon Telegraph Company... 3
The telephohe COMPANY ....ccveesncenina n

Lewlston PostofICe cueeecesinn sarnsnsaree MW

| to keep both of them busy.

power development, In street rallways and |

traflic. The resources of the Lewiston
country have reached their present stage
of develvpment largely without rallroads,
Up to the Aufumn of 1588 Its neagest
“railroad’ was the steamboat service of
the O H. & N, Co. to and from Lewiston
to the.rail lines at Riparia, three times
a week for most of the year. Since 156
it has three distribution rail Hnea out of
Lewiston. and dally boats of the O. R. &
N. line, that is, three boats In service
now, agalnst one before 1888, A rough es-
timate places the frelght pald to the 20
miles of ralirond and steamboat lnes in
the Lewlston country at above §1,000,000
4 year, and Increasing 10 to 30 per cent
per annum in the various commodities.
With our agricuitural lands only one-
fourth cultivated, the lvestock industry
in Its infancy, our mines only beginning
to produce, our vast forest® yetl un-
tcuched, with virtoally no manufactur-
Ing—under such conditions paying $1,000, 060
o year in freights, what may not the rall-
roads earn with the 70 miles of additional
ralls that this section requires, and the
varied resources in course of active de-
velopmment. It ls a treasure-house woarthy
of thelr rivalry. But none of them own
the territory, as thelr clalms would seem
to Indicate. There Is room enough and
traffic enough to keep all of them busy.
If necither can provide cars enough to
carry the frelght offered now., why not
let the other fellow help to relleve the

sitvation? Trade begets trade. Develop-
ment breeds traffie. Both may help the
othér, There is room for both, and trafe

Before the
present railrond was built inte this re-
gim some of the minor officials declared
thrre was no traffic to warrani construe-
tion; but It is alrerdy probably the best-
payiug bit of read in the West
steamboat Hne In 18 feared the effect
Gf the raliroad, then butldiag., uvpon [is
truih-; but it has sinee more than doubled
its service, and with $M.00% expended in
removing boulders from the Upper Snake
Rizer it would have an {ncerease
thivssnd tons a2 year from that sectlon
of pr.mising mines, righ farm lands and
vast forests. There s littie doubt, how-
ever, that we shall have greatly im-

proved rallroad facilities In the near fu-*

tura. The officlals In  charge know the
cordiLons and desire (o meet themy. They
are now only heid back by the exigencies
of the powers that be In Wall street. Oh,
that these speculators might become de-
velopera?

1r, the Dumaque and Joseph Plains sec-
tions, south of the Salmon River; In the
great opéen glades on the plateaus In the
forest regions of the Clearwater: In the
broad pruiries and fertlle hills bordering
the Grand Ronde and itz tributaries, there
are hundreds of thousands of mcres yet
untiuched by the plow, that only lack
trenspe rtation facllities to equal the Pa-
louse or the Nezx Perces sections; while
the mines and the forests Invite workmen

and caplialists of every degree, and de-
mand transportation, transportation,
iransportation.

The Open River.

Tov Iston-Clarkston and all the Clear-
witer countr; yea, all of the Inland Em-
pire: on the upper portions of the great
rivers; Portland and all the towns and
faras and varied Interests of the lower

the business of |

L ] “ﬂmﬂW“C

The |

of many |

| rivsr- basin—all alike demand the opening

to navigation of the Columbla and Snake
Rivers. The one and only great obstacle
is The Dalles-Celllo rapids, and their con-
quest may best be accomplished by the
construction of the proposed canal at a
cost of only $4.000,000—a trifie, a bagntelle,
in comparison with the benefits to be de-
rived. Less than $200,00 additional will |
do the rest, to open as rich a country
as the sun shines upon, to the energies
, of millions of Americans. Let me repeat
in part what [ wrote for the Portland
| Telegram last June:

ports by two railroads; by one Over moun-
tain grades with an average haul on the
grades of 3 carioads to the locomotive,

| and & Qistance of 20 to 500 miles; by the |

| other, the haul Is only 100 to 380 milea
by easy water grades, permitting through

trains of @ carloads to the jocomotive.

roads oniy because the natural walter
route ls blocked by The Dalles-Celllo
| rocks. This wall of rocks In the Cohunbu

gorgy. supported by the Indifference of .

Uncle Sam, forces the whealgroweras to
pay from A4 cents per bushel for the 200-
mile haul up to 1% cents far the 350

per 10 miles Compare with (thi
: the rate of less than 1 cent per bush
per 100 miles on the Mississippl

River steamboats, and 1080 cents on Mis-

one know of a raliroad which was In
competition with the Misslssipp! water-
way becoming bankrupt during the recent
great depression because of these low
frulght rates, thus reguiated by the open
waterway?

“Had similar low rates prevalled be-
tween the Inland Empire and Paclfic
| Ocean ports by reasori of an open river,
| this Interior country would probably have
| been a0 developed that Northwestern rall-
| roads would have been equally prospsrous
| mnd free from bankruptcy. This is the
| opinion of wiser students of transporta-
tion problems.

“Should that 10-mile wall of rocks near
Celllo be plerced by a $4.000.000 canal, and
I

the wheat rate be reduced thereby only 2,

cents per bushei,
present average yearly graln crop would
| pay the entire cost of the canal in five
years, There s no question but that the
Eralngrowers of these plateaus would
gladly provide the fuads for ths bullding
of & canal If thelr Uncle Sam would act
&% banker to the enterprise.
words, they would cheerfully stand a suf-
ficient toll through the canal to reimburse
ita cost within a reasopable period; like-
wise as to ail other heavy commodities.
“It should be understood that no one

water. In fact, probably not more than a
fourth of it, if s0 much as that, but the
open river would regulnte rates to & rea-
sonable figure throughout the Columbia
River Basin.

“As ooted In the case of Missi=sippl
Valiey transportation, the raliroads could
always command more than double the
water rate. It is a well-known principle,
demonstrated over and over again In
cases of raliroads along water routes, that
the fact of low freight rates on heavy
commodities

the country that the rallroad earnings on
quick and light traffic soon more than off-
set any loss by reason of low rates on the
heavy commodities.

“Hers are already 60,000 people—bold,
energetic Americans. The natural re-
sources are so great and are becoming so
well known, that Immigration this year
from the will add, it is eatimated,
60,000 to the population. A movement of
pecples hither ls now wunder way, only
comparable with that to the Mississippl
Basin a generation ago, and here In the
Inland Bmpire is ample room and employ-
ment in developing nature's stores of
bread, lumber and treasure for miilions
of American workers. Ex-President
Oakes, of the Northern Pacific Rallway
Company, once told me that every new
settler In Washiogton was worth $£50 a
year to that compapy. He should be
worth as much to the owners of a nav-
igable waterway; that ls, to the commu-
nity. 1If so, then only 1000 new settlers
attracted to'the Columbla Basin esch
year for five yeara by open-river condi-
tions would egqual the value of the canal
by thé time It may be completed.”

An expenditure of $4,200000 will then
open to the world qn emplre, indesd—an
emplre of agricultural, mineral, manug-
facturing and commercial wealth only sec-
ond to the Mississippl Valley. The Lew-
Iston country will then occupy Its proper
position as the manufacturing and dls-
tributing town at the head of navigation.
Bpokans will remaln the metropolls of
ths Inland Empire. Walla Walla will be
the city of the pialhs. Portland? Port.
land may become, If she will only push
with all her able strength the demand for
The Dalles-Celllo canal—she will becomea
the entrepot for all this vast empire of
industiry, the New Orleans, the New York,
the Liverpool, for the Inland Empire.

Climate and Henlth.

The inter-mountaln region is. perhaps,
the healthiest portlon of American. East-
ern Oregon and Washington suffer in Lhe
statistics by reason of being clnased with
the wetter portions of those states. Idaho
alone Is all between the mountain ranges.
Her death rate Is only nine in 100. Prob-
mbly all of Eastern Oregon and Wash-
Ington are squally as healthful, especlally
in the arid valleys. I cannot present this
phase of the subject better than by guot-
ing from an address by Dr. C. W. Shaft,

the saving upon the|

In other|

claima that all of the graln would go by |

which will stand the slow
time of water transportation, so develops
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mile haual: that is, 4 to § cents psr bushel |

sissippli Valley rallroads. But did mr,

|

| *Our wheat is all hauled to the ocean |
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| iInforms me that later experience
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IF YOU ARE INTERESTED CALL ON YOUR
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of Lewiston, before the Idaho State Med-
lcal Boclety. some years ago. The doc

only to confirm the facts therein stated.

18 beon
has been
19

“The mean annual temperatun
6257 degrees. The mmean rainfail
458 Inches, and during a resid e of
years In this place 1 have seen bu

Importation. This ¢ase came
observation soon after my arrival
iston, and continued under my care most
of the time untll death, whh:h ocecurred
nina years later. This man gnve me a bi
tory of malarin which Induced him
loave Oregon for Idasho. He had lost his
wife from consumptlon two Years eariler
(I mention this fact as a po= e cause of

infection). I found absence of resplratory
murmurat apex of right lung on frst cx-
amination. The sufferer, with careful

habits of living,
treatment which contalned
or novel, fought death successf
nine yvears, whed life gave way t
cerdinary phenomena pitending the
stagesa of pulmonary discase.

“Dr. Kelly, who has lived In this place
for 31 years tells me he can recall but
three cases not hnported. Dr. Morris, 1]
has lived here I8 years, cannot recall 2
case In his experience. With refervnce to
imported cases. I have but very imperfect
data, having notes of but two cases, the
first a prostitute far advanced with syph-
ilitle diseawe, which, together with [re-
quent pulmonary hemorrhages, carried
her oft within three months; the second
case, o late Justice of the Bupreme Court
of thix state, came out from New York
Clity on the recommendation of Professor
Loomils for his health, after trylag Flor-
dn In vain. I examined him soon after
his arrival and found unmistakable evi-
dence of tubercular dlasease. He galned
in weight for a time and apparently im-
proved in health untll he reached & pelnt
where he peemed 10 ndlther gain or
This contlnued for 15 mont when
viaited his nld home In Virg
vacation, where he grew rapldly E
He then reéturned to this place., where he
died soon after of tubercular invasion of
the brain

"“Hronchial
known in this
a cass during my reslkdence in L

together with medicnl
nothing now
¢ for

lnter

w hie

lose,

asthma is practically un-
logality, having never ssen
wiston,

though frequently seelng persouns with
former history u: asthmu.

“The mortallty from :\r‘.—:um-ml:;. inetud-
ing all \ur!r"ﬁ and all ages, s about 4

per cent. The pecullar feature of this
disease here
the cases accurring in adulta take place
during the months of May and June. 1
find at this time the mos=t frequent ther-
mometric fluctuations which are

frequently 0 degrees in 24 hours. and it

BECVes |

lles in the fact that nearly all |

not In- |

would lead me to think that these extrema |

varictions play
caurntlve faciar.

“That the comparntive iImmunity <|!’ this
place from pulmonary disecase must ba
largely due to climatic conditions I lhink

a4 prominent part as a

na one will gquestion,
way the ofimats

but in just what
influcences lung Integrity

I am unable to more than conjfecturs,
which Is entitied to but little value In
these davs of rigld inquiry. The paints
of difference between this climate and
th:t where pulmonary diseasss most
largely prevall arc: The small amount of
rainfuil, the small number of cloudy
days, low gltitude, the strong alr currents
enarrying but lttle moisture during the

warmer montha, and Infrequence of sini-
don changes in the Winter, with Its dry
air, which seldom molstens except when
chinook winds prevall.”

For the Lewis and Clark expedition of
#ve) milesa Congress appropriated 55
The spirit of the centennial shows that
the Investment ecould not have reached
such grand results even at compound in-
tereat,

;
|
i

Beld Back,

WING SING,
LONG KEE

& Company

Successors to Wing Sing Co.

Mannger.

GENERAL

Commission
Merchants

Caontractoras for Chinese Labor,

146 Second St
Portland, Or.

Oregon Maln 382
P. 0. Box 293
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THE CALUMET

SEVENTH AND ALDER

Strictly
First-class
Private
Hotel

for
Ladies,
Gentlemen
and
Families

Bullding erected 1501,

and completed two months ago
Every room provided with abaclutely new furniture, and the best to be hadin the

In the heart of the city—Seventh and Alder sirests, one-half block from The

the Marquam Grand Theater, half block from the Hotel Portland,
from Cordray’s Theater, block and a half from the Fostoffics; same distance from Meler & Frank's, yet In as quiet &

one block

spot as the most secluded residence section.
Hotel service and all modern lmprovements.
Free private bath sultes, and {ree porcelain baths.

No pains or expense will be spared in ministering to the comfort

from Imperinl Hotel,

and wants of guests.
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Strictly
First-class
Private
Hotel
for
Ladies,
Gentlemen

and
Families

markets of the Coast.
Oregonian bullding, half block from
block and a half

MRS. L. E. HAMILTON,
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