
THE LEWISTON COUNTRY
By E. H. LIbby, President of

A New Golconda Land of the Golden Fleece A
"Granary of the World" The Greatest Forest of Pine.

Marco Polo knqwn and told of

HAD Lewiston country the plain
his tale would have been

declared more impossible than all he
did relate of tiie fabled Orient.
"When Governor McGraw, of Wash-

ington, in 1KH said of that state. In
MTect. that it "possessed coal and Iron to
rival Pennsylvania; more timber than
Michigan, Maine or Wisconsin; more gold
than California; more silver thin Colo-

rado; unmeasured riches in copper, iron,
lead and marble; that her flour Is as good
as the best, and is beginning to feed the
millions of Asia; that her fruits command
any market they seek," his words were
thought by many men to
be largely buncombe. Such Is the meas-

ure of nearly any one who knows and
dares to write of the vast wealth of the
Pacific Northwest a region so rich, so i

vast, so fertile, so varied In resources, so
adapted to the needs of the energy and
ability of the modern man, that it al-

most seems as If It had been kept a terra
Incognita through all the past, --by Its
All-Wl- Maker, as a special heritage for
these later generations, a new gathering
place for the Anglo-Saxo- in the west-

ward, march of Industrial conquest. Rich
as Is all of this "far Northwest," I
claim for the lesser Lewlston Country
only less than McGraw claimed for "Wash-

ington. It Is a territory richer in wheat
than the Dakotas; as rich in livestock
as the best of Colorado; richer in timber
than Michigan in her palmiest days; as
rich In gold and copper as Montana; rich
In fruits; rich in coal; rich in silver and
lead; rich in lime, marble and granite;
rich In vast water powers now begin-
ning to be harnessed. In Its midst, at
Lewiston-Clarksto- n, Is growing a city
of commerce, a city of manufacturing, a
city of homes the commercial and social
center of one of tho richest portions, if
not the very richest portion of Uncle
Sam's domain. What single state of the
Eastern half is so rich in potentialities?
What two states, or what group of con-

tiguous states east of the Missouri River
possess such varied resources in so vast
quantities? Let us see what the Lewlston
country can Justly claim.

"Wealth, and People.
The Lewlston country (also known as

the Clearwater country), embraces about
15,000,000 acres, including the northwest-
ern corner of Oregon; Asotin County,
Washington; Nez Perces, Latah and Idaho
Counties and part of Shoshone County,
Idaho. It Is drained by the Snake, Clear-

water and Salmon Rivers and their tribu-
taries, navigable from the heart of this
territory to tho sea, excepting only at
the Dalles-Celil- o rapids, and a few In-

significant boulder obstructions; but of
this later. This territory is so rich in re-

sources, so rapid In development, even
with railroads reaching only a twentieth
part of It, that It lias set two of the
greatest railroad companies at logger-
heads, and through the Clear-
water controversy perhaps become the
Immediate cause of the attempted organ-
ization of the greatest railroad combina-
tion on the earth Intended to combine
under one control the Great Northern, the
Northern Pacific and the Burlington sys-

temswhose purpose as to the Lewlston
country, the Columbia River "Valley and
all the Inland Empire, these great rivers
will defeat If the people are equal to tho
opportunity.

The population of the Lewlston coun-
try now numbers about 75,000 persons,
scattered over some 24,000 square miles
of fertile wheat lands, evergreen forests,
grassy cattlp ranges, very live mining
camps and fruitful valleys a territory
easily capable of supporting several mil-

lions of people In comfort and prosperity.
The agricultural wealth of this territory

Is of first importance. Its grain belt is
estimated to comprise 2.200.000 acres. Its
capacity of production of cereals for ex-

port Is conservatively estimated at
bushels annually. About 700,000

acres of this land were fenced, but only
375,000 acres cultivated, during the year
1900, Including 25,000 acres in cultivated
grasses and all classes of hay lands. This
leaves 1,500,000 acres, classed as first qual-
ity of grain lands, which were still

waste. The yield of cereals for
1900 was estimated at 5,4:0,000 bushels of
wheat, 1,120.000 bushels of oats and bar-
ley, and 2S4.000 bushels of flax, a total of
6,854,000 bushels. The estimates for the
railroads place the Increase for 1S01 at SO

per cent in wheat, barley and oats, and
the flax crop at 400.000 bushels a total of
nearly 10,000,000 bushels, and this is an
Increase from less than 1,000,000 bushels in
1895. The crop of 1900 adjacent to the
Clearwater branch of the Northern Pa-
cific Railroad, less than 100 miles in
length. Is stated by railroad men to have
called for 5000 freight cars. During tho
past year the demand for transportation
was so great that a veritable "car fam-
ine" has existed, and only perishable com-
modities have received uniformly prompt
handling. Yet probably not more than a
third of the tillable area Is yet under full
cultivation.

The wheat soils of the plateaus adja-
cent to the Columbia and Snake rivers
are certainly the richest on the continent
perhaps the richest in the words crops
of 40 to 60 bushels per acre being not un-
common, and 30 bushels being an ordinary
average for large areas. The soil Is very
deep and fertile, much deeper and richer
than that of the prairies of the great
plains region east of the Rocky Moun-
tains, probably due to the fact that it is
of volcanic origin, comnosed of disinte
grated basalt and organic matter, long j

under the action of water. All of these
prairie plateaus, in fact, throughout tho
Inland Empire were once the bottom of
a vast lake or inland sea; hence the great
depth of the soil and Its wonderful fer-
tility. The climate is equable, and, save
In a. few localities directly east of moun-
tain ranges or at low altitudes, never has
suffered from lack of sufficient moisture
to perfect the small grains. There are
only small areas in the Lewlston country,
just east of the Blue Mountains, and cer-
tain low benches near Lewlston and
darkston, but what enjoy ample rain
every year, and these uncertain areas are
being put under Irrigation as fast as the
demand will warrant for the culture of
more profitable alfalfa, fruits and root
crops. ,

Great In Frnlts.
Intersecting the grain-produci- plat-

eaus are lower benches and deep valleys
that are adapted to fruitgrowing and the
cultivation of vegetables. This area of
fruit land approximates 100.000 acres. The
Irrigable bottoms approach 25,000 acres,
and the lands suited to apples, pears,
cherries, prunes, plums, etc, aggregate a
very large acreage. The shipments of
fruits and vegetables for the year 1900
equaled 490 carloads, and In 1901 fully 600
carloads. The capacity for the produc-
tion of tonnage from orchards and gar-
dens Is lery great, the average whn in
full hearing and thorough cultivation be-
ing one carload per acre. The lands un-
der irrigation will grow almost anything,
including the highest grade and choicest
fruits and vegetables. All the smaller
grains, are so cheaply grown on the up-
lands that Jt does not pay to grow them
by irrigation where other things are so
much more profitable. Cherries, peaches,
pears, European grapes, nuts and berries
are the best-payi- fruits. Sweet pota-
toes, peanuts, onions, melons, tomatoes
and pickles are very profitable. Alfalfa,
sorghum and broom corn are the best
field crops. White potatoes, beans, In-
dian corn, plover and all the finer grasses
anfi most other vegetables and hoed crops

the Lewlston Commercial Club.

flourish. This Industry, however. Is, in a
measure, still dormant, because It Is de-
pendent upon ready market facilities
more, than almost any other. It must
wait for the extension of railroad and
steamboat traffic routes to reach full de-
velopment. There are, perhaps, 12.000
acres in the district now cultivated to
fruit trees which are'fast approaching the
age at which profitable crops may be an-
ticipated.

Cattle on a Thousand Hill.
The livestock Industry of thl3 district

Is next to agriculture In Importance,
though likely soon to be surpassed by min-
ing and lumbering. Thero Is a record of
the shipment of 19,000 head of cattle dur-
ing 1900, valued at $450,000. This cattle In-
dustry Is increasing, although in 1S95,
when the Nez Perces Indian reservation
was being settled and fenced and the
surrounding country was receiving its
hundreds of new families on small hold-
ings, the curtailing- - of the open ranges
was pessimistically feared would result in
destroying the Industry, and tho total
shipments of 0000 head in that year were
declared ruinous to the country. The
large herds have been reduced on the
ranges, but the raising of cattle on farms
and inclosed pastures has Increased in
still greater degree. There has been an
Increase of exports during the past year,
while the accumulation of stock cattle
has Inpreased fully 25 per cent. The limit
of the output will not be reached for
many years. These rich soils are prolific
of a variety of crops suited to economic
beef production.

Thousands of stock cattle are bred on
these protected farms ind ranges for the
Montana and Dakota graziers. An inter-
esting phase of the wheatgrowing and
livestock industries here Is that when a
breeder or wheatgrower has cleared a few
thousand dollars above the current needs
of his business, he hastens to build for his
family a comfortable home in Lewlston or
Clarkston (VIneland). where they have the
advantages of superior schools, churches
and society. With the irrigation of the
lower, semi-ari- d benches and the conse-
quent cultivation of alfalfa on a large
scale, thus providing an abundance of
cheap fodder for Winter feeding, the in-

dustry will be correspondingly enlarged by
production of more beef cattle and mutton
sheep, and even the present very small
Winter losses will be reduced to almost
nothing. 'Dairying and the shipment of
butter and-- cheese will then attain the im-
portance that the mild Winter climate en-

courages and the great demand warrants.
As bearing on this point, I will add hero
that one Irrigation canal is now building
which In 1S02 will cover 15,000 acres of land
formerly too dry for certain crops of
wheat. Two smaller canals have been un-
usual successes.

The shipment of sheep and hogs from
the Lewlston district equal about 65,000 for
the past year. The flocks on the ranges
count up fully 500,000 sheep. The wool
shipped and in public and private ware-
houses amounts to above 2,500,000 pounds,
valued at over J25O.O00.

The shipment of horses during three or
four years past has been 2000 to 4000 head
per year, the year 1901 being especially
marked by large purchases for the Brit-
ish Government. Although range horses
have decreased In the past five years, yet
horsebreeding Is revived on the farms
with a class of horses much improved
over those which roamed the ranges. The
horses of this district number 150,000 to
200,000.

Greatest of White Pine Forest.
Lumbermen tell us that the greatest

forest of white pine now standing la that
of the Clearwater basin, tributary to Lew-
lston. The forest as a whole covers some
3,000.000 acres, and the richest of it Is In
this basin. There Is a grand total prob-
ably of 4,000,000,000 feet, as estimated by
the cruisers, of the white pine alone. And
there Is much more ot tamarack of supe-
rior quality, excellent for many building
purposes, and of cedar, red fir and yellow
pine. There Is also a great area of yellow
pine along the Grand Rondo River, in Ore-
gon and Washington, 40 miles from Lew-
lston. The Grande Rondo River Is suita-
ble for log driving without improvement
other than booms for control of logs
afloat. The extent of this yellow pine for-
est Is fully 250,000 acres, with an estimated
total of 2,500,000.000 feet of marketable Um-

ber. There Is an almost unlimited amount
of tie timber, and also of soft woods suit-
able for paper pulp, all within easy reach
of waterways on which It may be floated
to Lewiston-Clarksto- n as a shipping cen-
ter.

Gold, Copper, Sliver.
Space does not suffice for a description

of the mining Interests and prospects of
this great territory. An adequate account
would fill a dozen columns. The history
of old Lewlstown is bound in a cloudy
volume with rare tales of treasure trove
In the troubled period of the '60s, when
the fierce glow of civil war made strife
for gold seem trivial. Tet In those dajs
the hunt for the yellow metal made a
tented town of 10,000 earnest fearless men
at Lewlstown, at the head of navigation
on the Snake, only a few miles from the
former er camping ground of the
Lewis and Clark exploring expedition.
And the 10,000 in tents were a constantlv
changing host, for In a few brief years
the placer bars of Florence and Pieree
and Dixie are said to have yielded $50,000,-0- 00

to SS0.OO0.O00, and probably more than
20,000, perhaps 50,000 men participated In
tho clean-up- s. As eoon as the cream ot
these placers was skimmed the camps
were practically deserted for many years.
In the last half of the past decade with
the improvement in processes for extract-
ing gold from quartz, the hitherto dis-
carded gold-quar- tz veins began to

attention and development, until
now there aro producing mines in all of
the districts possessing transportation fa-
cilities sufficient to permit of the profita-
ble marketing of the product. The min-
ing interests of this region, 30, 60, 75, 103
and 150 miles to the east, south and south-
east of Lewlston, Include the famous Buf-
falo Hump and Florence districts, the rich
and fine prospects of Pierce City, of Elk
City, of Warrens, of Newsome, of aoutn
Fork, Imnaha, Pittsburg Landing, the
Seven Devils country, and far up he Sal-
mon River. In extent and superficial
values this district Is claimed to excel
any other mineral belt In the United
States. It Includes gold, silver, copper,
lead, also coal, marble, fine granite, lime-
stone, asbestos, onyx, opals, etc. There
are now some 7500 mineral locations with a
legal status upon the official records.
Every one of these locations records the
fact that mineral has been found in place.
The universal opinion of experts is that
these prospects, while they cover a vast
area, present an average surface value
greater than the average of any other

in America. There are as yet com-
paratively few shipping mines, for the
simple reason of lack of adequate means
of transportation. With the settlement
of the railroad war and the proper exten-
sion of rail lines Into or near the various
mining camps, it Is easy to predict greai
development works as a consequence.
Thus far only the free-milli- ores have
been worked on a commercial basis. Even
these have been obliged to overcome great
difficulties and heavy expenses In trans-
portation of machinery and supplies.

'And Coal Also.
In common with all of the Coast, an

urgent need of this Interior country has
been cheap fuel. Our soft wood Is good
timber, but poor fuel. Coal, even solt
coal, costs 55 to & per ton near the rail-
roads. This want now promises to be sup-
plied by newly discovered coal measures.
Good evidence of a coal vein of very great
extent has been revealed within the yeai.
The "blossom" of this vein has been
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traced across the whole plateau from the
Bitter Root Mountains to the Blue Moun-
tains, a distance of over 100 miles. On
the Grand Ronde River it has been fair"
ly well demonstrated that coal exists In
largo quantities and In merchantable
quality. A vein has been exposed that
shows a breast at one point CO feet In
thickness. In quality It is in the same
class as the Roslyn coal. Blacksmiths near
the coal fields have used It for years,
and claim a preference for It for forge
purposes. This outcrop is 30 miles from
the mouth of the Grand Ronde, and a
railroad 20 to 25 miles long would take
the coal to steamboats on Snake River.

A Rapid Development.
So cnuch for the resources In grain,

livestock, fruits, timber and mining. Now
what of the people and their work? In
1890 the census gave Nez Perces County
2S47 people, about half of them Indians.
There was no perceptible increase until
the opening of the Indian reservation In
November, 1S95. In the following year Ir-

rigation works for VIneland In Asotin
County, contiguous to Lewlston, were
completed. The latter county In VSS9

boasted only 15S0 people. In June, 1900,
Uncle Sam's agents counted 13,748 persons
In Nez Perces, a. gain of 390 per cent, as
against a gain of SS per cent for the
State of Idaho. To Asotin they credited
3366, a gain of 112 per cent, as against a
gain of 48 per cent for the State of Wash-
ington. In the same period Idaho County,
In which Is the enterprising town, of
GrangeviHe. grew from 2955 to 9121, a gain
of 209 per cent. These extraordinary gains

Clarkston

Clarkston census
brldge

Wheat country

TO PORTLAND.

Advantage of the Metropolis as the Shipping Center
of the Northwest

a carload of wheat Is put on the O. R. & N. tracks
WHEN in the Inland. Empire has a down grade to

at Portland. When a carload of wheat Is put on the
Northern Pacific tracks in the Inland Empire, it must be
hoisted over mountains to reach tidewater at Puget Sound. In the
matter of mileage, the difference la enough to define clearly the ad-

vantage of the O. R. &. N. Co., Its distance from Lewlston, the
focal point for business In the Clearwater Basin, to Portland being
but 355 miles, while by the Northern Pacificthe distance from Lewis-to- n

to Tacoma is 547 miles. This makes the route to Portland 192

miles shorter than the route to Tacoma. This Is not so because Lew-

lston is much farther from Tacoma In a straight line, but because
the physical character of the country compels a crooked course for
a railroad between those points, whereas between Lewlston and Port-
land the route Is fairly straight.

more notable than the difference in mileage is the difference
between the two roiites in the matter of grades. Leaving Lewlston,
which Is 647 feet above the sea, the Northern Pacific track passes up
a canyon cci a 3 per cent grade, and at the divide between the Pot-lat- ch

and the Palouse reaches an altitude of 2700 feet, a sheer rise of
than 2000 feet In 40 miles. Then the descent to the Pa-lou- se

country Is made, and In the next 40 miles the track gets down
to a point only 858 feet above the sea. Pulling out of that depression,
an altitude of about 1900 feet Is attained at Marshall Junction, ne"ar
Spokane, that being the point where the Palouse branch joins the
main line of the road. Then another down grade Is struck, extending
145 miles to Pasco, which Is but 386 feet above the sea. There a
climb of 176 miles Is begun, ending In Stampede tunnel at an elevation
of 2849 feet A sharp descent of 78 miles on the west side of the range
taJkes the road to tidewater at Tacoma.. Thus a total of more than
a mile in altitude must be overcome In going from Lewlston, Idaho,
at an elevation of 647 feet, to the Tacoma wheat warehouses, 20

above the sea. The total descent Is 6195 feet, which, of course, must
be overcome in making the return trip. This Into calculation
only the great grades, there being a multitude of smaller ones and a
large amount of curvature on the Palouse branch. The curvature
has .the same effect as grades in practical operation, a certain
of curve on a level offering the same resistance as a certain per cent
of grade.

The O. R. & N. from Lewlston to Portland makes quite a differ-
ent showing. The railroad halts at Rlparla, on Snake River, a dis-

tance of 78 miles below Lewlston, which Is covered by steamboats.
But this company has a line surveyed up the north bank of the Snake
to Lewlston and a good deal of work has been done upon It. The
O. R. & N. route from Lewlston to Portland Is down hill all the way.
Of course, there are some slight but the greatest
grade on the entire line does not exceed 26 feet to the mile, which Is
too trifling to be considered. The curvature is by "no means exces-
sive, and It Is so arranged that the sharpest curves are set on a
grade that overcomes the resistance they would otherwise offer. This
Is possible on a route that Is a descending grade; It Is not practicable
to any considerable extent on such a route as that of the Northern
Pacific, filled with high hllla By far the greater amount of traffic
moves toward tidewater, so It considered important to build track
that will favor trains moving out rather than those moving to the
Interior.

in population are due to various causes,
chiefly to the opening to settlement of the
Nez Perces Indian reservation and to min-
ing development, as above Indicated; also
to the completion to Lewlston In 1SSS or
the Northern Pacific Raliroad, and Its fur-
ther extension of about 75 miles up the
Clearwater, in 1S99, and In some measure
as well to the Irrigation of hitherto worth-
less lands In Asotin County, in the dis-

trict now known as VIneland, said to be
tho most prosperous irrigation community
on the entire Pacific Coast of the same
period. The railroad and the land com-
panies have broadly advertised the re-
sources, capabilities and advantages of
the soil, climate and location. And, as in
all favored new regions, the settlers have
done so well that they have drawn others
after them from their former homes.
Since the census of 1000 was taken the
growth has been not less rapid. The off-
icials of the Northern Pacific and Great
Northern Railroads Inform me that the
emigration of, actual settlers through the
SL Paul gateway in the last fiscal year,
ending June 30, approximated 110.000 per-
sons, an Increase over the previous cor-
responding year of over 40 per cent. The
State of Washington received nearly one-ha- lf

of the total. Of this emigration
movement the State of Idaho In this case
only via the Northern Pacific and O. R.
& N. Co., and In the Clearwater Basin-recei- ved

about 800 families, an Increase ot
more than 300 per cent over the preced-
ing year. Lewlston and Clarkston have
never had nor desired a "boom." Their
growth in the past six years has been
very rapid, from 900 in 1895 to C50o In 1501,

but the chief effort of the local Cham-
bers of Commerce has been to settle and
develop the surrounding country, know-
ing well that towns can only prosper as
centers of trade and manufacture for tho
adjacent territory. There was much dis-
appointment over the cessation of railroad
extension work In 1899 because of the fa-

mous truce between the Ndfthern Pacific
and the O. R. & N. Companies, and many
contemplated Improvements in farm lands.
In creating manufacturing plants, in
power development. In street railways and
in mining operations were postponed; for
more and better transportation facilities
were essential to success.

But the untiring energy of the pioneer,
tho developer and organizer, could not be
still, and, after the first disappointment
wore off, the work of advertising and
making known the splendid resources
went steadily on. Immigration Increased
as above set forth. The towns grew
apace. Some figures, compiled by the
writer from official sources, showing the
progress of Lewiston and Clarkston for
the twelvemonth ending September 30,
last, are a conservative Index for the en-

tire region. The figures given in the fol-
lowing table are all percentages of In-

crease, and represent both towns taken
together unless otherwise stated. In
reading them it should be remembered
that the two towns are separated only by
Snake River, and aro one commercially,
one socially, one in topography, one in all
natural advantages.

Per
Cent.

Western Union Telegraph Company... 20
The telephone company 22
Lewlston Postoffice 10

postoffice 33
do for the last quarter 50

Lewlston school census 11
school ,. 30 ,

Lewiston-Clarksto- n 10
crop of surrounding .. 30

WATER LEVEL GRADE

It

Even

more about

feet

takes

degree

irregularities,

Is

i?ruit crop . oo
Bank resources 2S

Total amount, $1,250,000.
Mercantile houses, quite generally report

an Increase in trade of 30 per cent and
upwards. About 150 dwellings were erect-
ed and a proportionate number of sub-
stantial business blocks. A veritable lum-
ber famine only, for the past six monthr,
has prevented a much greater progress in
building operations.

Lewlston Is essentially a trading center,
a distributing point for the interior, as it
has been in fact for the full 40 years of
Its history. In the earlier day Its mer-
chants had most of their trade with the
scattered ranchers, miners and Indians.
Transportation was done by wagon and
pack train. Today they still use these
primitive means of conveyance, but more
of their goods go by rail. There are sev-

eral substantial wholesale bouses. One
grocery establishment, only three years
oU, is dolns n business of 52000 a day.
3 here arc also wholesale dry goods, hard-
ware and drug houses. With the pro-
posed water electric power, on a large
scale now decided upon by capable men,
In actual operation in the manufacture of
flour, woolen goods, etc., the business of
distribution will grow to larger propor-
tions.

Transportation Conditions.
In splto of raliroad rivalries, wan and

trucesr the railroads eventually go after

traffic The resources of the Lewiston
country have reached their present stage
of deve:oyment largely without railroads.
Up to the Autumn of 1S3S Its nearest
"railroad" was tho steamboat service of
the p R. & N. Co. to and from Lewlston
to tHe-r- all lines at Rlparla, three times
a week for most of the year. Since 1S9S

It has three distribution rail lines out of
Lewlston, and dally boats of the O. R. &
N. line, that is, three boats In service
now, against one before 1893. A rough es-

timate places the freight paid to the 200
miles of railroad and steamboat lines in
the Lewlston country at above 51,000.000
a year, and Increasing 10 to 30 per cent
per annum In the various commodities.
With our agricultural lands only one-four- th

cultivated, the livestock Industry
In its infancy, our mines only beginning
to produce, our vast forests yet un-
touched, with virtually; no manufactu-
ringunder such conditions paying Sl.000,000
a year in freishts. what may not the rail-
roads earn with the 700 miles of additional
rails that this section requires, and tho
varied resources In course of active de-
velopment. It is a treasure-hous-e worthy
of their rivalry. But none of thm own
the territory, as their claims would seem
to Indicate. There is room enough and
traffic enough to keep all of them busy.
If neither can provide cars enough to
carry tho freight offered now. why not
let the other fellow help to relievo the
situation? Trade begets trade. Develop-
ment breeds traffic. Both may help the
other. There Is room for both, and traffic
to keep both of them busy. Before the
present railroad was built Into this re-gl-)n

some of the minor officials declared
there was no traffic to warrant construc-
tion; but It is already probably the best-payi-

bit of road In the West. The
steamboat line in 1SSS feared the effect
of the railroad, then building, upon Its
trails: but It has since more than doubled
Its service, and with ?10.0COk expended in
removing boulders from the Upper Snake
RU'.r It would have an increase of many
the i. send tons a year from that section
of premising mines, riph farm lands and
vast forests. There Is little- - doubtt how-
ever, that we shall have greatly Im
proved railroad facilities In the near fu-- 1

tun. The officials In charge know the
conditions and desire to meet them. They
are now only held back by the exigencies
of the powers that be In Wall street. Oh,
that these speculators might become de-
velopers!

In the Dumaque and Joseph Plains sec-
tions, south of the Salmon River; In the
great open glades on the plateaus In the
forest regions of the Clearwater: In tho
brond prairies and fertile hills bordering
the Grand Ronde and its tributaries, there
are hundreds of thousands of acres yet
untcucheu by the plow; that only lack
transpi rtation facilities to equal the Pa-
louse or the Nez Perces sections; while
the mines and the forests Invite workmen
and capitalists of every degree, and de-

mand transportation, transportation,
transportation.

The Open niver.
Lev Iston-Clarkst- and all the Clear-

water countr; yes, all of the Inland Em-
pire or. the upper portions of the great
rivers; Portland and all the towns and
farais and varied Interests of the lower

rlvu-- basin all alike demand the opening
to run Igatlon of tho Columbia and Snake
Rivers. The one and only great obstacle
Is The Dalles-Celil- o rapids, and their con-
quest may best be accomplished by the
construction of the proposed canal at a
cost of only $1.000,000 a trifle, a bagatcllo.
In comparison with the benefits to be de-

rived. Less than $200,000 additional will
do the rest, to oncn as rich a country
as the sun shines upon, to the energies '

of millions of Americans. Let me repeat
In part what I wrote for the Portland j

Telegram last June:
"Our wheat Is all hauled to the ocean

ports by two railroads; by one over moun
tain grades, with an average haul on the
grades of 10 carloads to the locomotive, (

and a distance of 250 to 500 miles: by the
other, the haul Is only 100 to 360 miles,
by easy water grades, permitting through j

trains of 65 carloads to the locomotive, j

Freight rates are equal on the two rail-- j

roads only because the natural water
route Is blocked by The Dalles-Celil- o

rocks. This wall of rocks In the Columbia
gorge, supported by the Indifference of
Uncle Sam. forces the wheatgrowers to
pay from 10 cents per bushel for the 200-m-

haul up to 12i cents for the 350-m-

haul; that Is, 4 to 5 cents per bushel
per 100 miles. Compare with this
the rate of less than 1 cent per bushel I

per 100 miles on the Mississippi
River, steamboats, and 2.09 cents on Mis-
sissippi Valley railroads. But did any
one know of a raliroad which was in
competition with the Mississippi water-
way becoming bankrupt during the recent
great depression because of these low
freight rates, thus regulated by the open
waterway?

"Had similar low rates prevailed be-

tween the Inland Empire and Pacific
Ocean ports by reason of an open rlier,
this Interior country would probably have
been so developed that Northwestern rail-
roads would have been equally prosperous
and free from bankruptcy. This Is the
opinion of wiser students of transporta-
tion problems.

"Should that wall of rocks near
Celllo be pierced by a $4,000,000 canal, and
the wheat rate be reduced thereby only 2 j

cents per bushel, the saving upon the
present average yearly grain crop would
pay the entire cost of t,he canal In five
years. There Is no question but that the
gralngrowers of these plateaus, would
gladly provide the funds for the building
of a canal If their Uncle Sam would act
as banker to the enterprise. In other
words, they would cheerfully stand a suf-
ficient toll through the canal to reimburse
its cost within a reasonable period; like-
wise as to all other heavy commodities.

"It should be understood that no one
claims that all of the grain would go by
water. In fact, probably not more than a
fourth of It, If so much as that, but the
open river would, regulate rates to a rea-
sonable figure throughout the Columbia
River Basin.

"As noted In the case of Mississippi
Valley transportation, the railroads could
always command more than double the
water rate. It Is a well-know- n principle,
demonstrated over and over again In
cases of railroads along water routes, that
the fact of low freight rates on heavy
commodities which will stand the slow J

time or water transportation, ao develops
the country that the raliroad earnings on
quick and light traffic soon more than oft-s- et

any loss by reason of low rates on the
heavy commodities.

"Here are already 600.000 people bold,
energetic Americans. The natural re-
sources are so great, and are becoming so
well known, that Immigration this year
from the East will add. It Is estimated.
50,000 to the population. A movement of
peoples hither Is now under way, only
comparable with that to the Mississippi
Basin a generation ago, and here In tho
Inland Empire Is ample room and employ-
ment In developing nature's stores of
bread, lumber and treasure for millions
of American workers.
Oakes. of the Northern Pacific Railway
Company, once told me that every new
settler In Washington was worth $50 a
year to that company. He should be
worth as much to the owners of a nav-
igable waterway; that Is, to the commu-
nity. If so, then only 10,000 new settlers
attracted to ' tho Columbia Basin each
year for five years, by open-riv- condi-
tions would equal the value of the canal
by the"time It may be completed."

An expenditure of $4,200,000 will then
open to tho world an empire, Indeed an
empire of agricultural, mineral, manu-
facturing and commercial wealth only sec-
ond to the Mississippi Valley. The Lew-
iston country will then occupy Its proper
position as the manufacturing and dis-
tributing town at the head of navigation.
Spokane will remain the metropolis of
the Inland Empire. .Walla Walla will be
the city of the plains. Portland? Port-
land may become. If she will only push
with all her able strength the demand for
The Dalles-Celil- o canal she will become
the entrepot for all this vast empire of
Industry, the New Orleans, the New York,
the Liverpool, for the Inland Empire.

Climate and Health.
The Inter-mounta-in region Is, perhaps,

the healthiest portion of American. East-
ern Oregon and Washington suffer in the
statistics by reason of being classed with
the wetter portions of those states. Idaho
alone is all between the mountain ranges.
Her death rate Is only nine in 1000. Prob-
ably all of Eastern- - Oregon and Wash-
ington are equally as healthful, especially
In the arid valleys. I cannot present this
phase of the subject better than by quot-
ing from an address by Dr. C. W. Shaff,
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of Lewiston, before the Idaho State Med-
ical Society, some years ago. The doctor
Informs me that later experience serves
only to confirm the facts therein stated.

"The mean annual temperature has been
52.S7 degrees. The mean rainfall has been
14.55 inches, and during a residence of 10
years In this place I have seen but one
case of phthisis that I could not trace to
Importation. This case came under my
observation soon after my arrival in Lew-
lston, and continued under my care most
of the time until death, which occurred
nine yeara later. This man gave me a his-
tory of malaria which Induced him to
leave Oregon for Idaho. He had lost his
wife from consumption two years earlier
(I mention this fact as a possible cause of
infection). I found absence of respiratory
murmurat apex of right lung on first ex-

amination. The sufferer, with careful
habits of living, together with medical
treatment which contained nothing new
or novel, fought death successfully for
nine years, when life gave way to all the
ordinary phenomena attending the later
stages of pulmonary disease.

"Dr. Kelly, who has lived In this place
for 31 years, tells me he can recall but
three cases not Imported. Dr. Morris, who
has lived here 16 years, cannot recall a
case in his experience. With reference to
imported cases, I have but very Imperfect
data, having notes of but two cases, the
first a prostitute far advanced with syph-
ilitic disease, which, together with fre-
quent pulmonary hemorrhages, carried
her off within three months: the second
case, a late Justice of the Supremo Court
of this state, came out from New York
City on the recommendation of Professor
Loomls for his health, after trying Flor-
ida In vain. I examined him soon after
his arrival and found unmistakable evi-

dence of tubercular disease. He gained
In weight for a time and apparently Im-

proved In health until he reached a point
where he seemed to neither gain or lose.
This continued for IS months, when he
visited hl3 old home In Virginia during a
vacation, where he grew rapidly worse.
He then returned to this place, where he
died soon after of tubercular invasion of
the brain.

"Bronchial asthma Is practically un-

known In this locality, having never seen
a case during my residence In Lewlston.
though frequently seeing persons with
former history of asthma.

"The mortality from pneumonia. Includ-
ing all varieties and all ages, Is about
per cent. The peculiar feature of this
disease here lies in the fact that nearly all
the cases occurring in adults take place
during the months of May and June. I
find at this time the mot frequent

fluctuations which are not In-

frequently 40 degrees In 24 hours, and It
would lead me to think that these extreme
variations play a prominent part as a
cauj-atlv- factor.

"That the comparative Immunity of this
place from pulmonary disease must be
largely due to climatic conditions I think
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no one will question, but In just what
way the cjimatc Influences lung Integrity
I am unable to more than conjecture,
which Is entitled to but little value in
these days of rigid inquiry. The points
of difference between this climate and
that where pulmonary diseases most
largely prevail are: The small amount of
rainfall, the small number of cloudy
das, low altitude, the strong air currents
earning but little moisture during tho
warmer months, and lnfrequence of sud-
den cftanges in the Winter, with its dry
air, which seldom moistens except when
chlncok wind,s prevail."

For the Lewis and Clark expedition of
8000 miles Congress appropriated S230O.

Tho spirit of tho centennial shows that
tho Investment could not have reached
sucn grand results even at compound in-

terest.

Seld Back, Manager.

WING SING,
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& Company
Successors to Wing Sing Co.

GENERAL

Commi

Merchan
Contractors for Chinese Labor.

146 Second St.
Portland, Or.

X Oregon Main 382
t P. O. Box 293

o

Building erected 1901, and completed two months ago
Every room provided with absolutely new furniture, and the best to be hadln the markets of the Coast.
In the heart of the city Seventh and Alder streets, one-ha- lf block from The Oregonian building, half block from

the Marnuam Grand Theater, half block from the Hotel Portland, one block from Imperial Hotel, block and a half
rrom Cordray's Theater, block and a half from the Postoffice; same distance from Meier & Frank's, yet In as quiet &

spot as the most secluded residence section.
Hotel service and all modern Improvements.
Free private bath suites, and free porcelain baths.
No pains or expense will be spared in ministering to the comfort and wants of guests. MRS. L. E. HAMILTON.
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