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GEM OF THE MOUNTAINS

\

Over 8,000,000 Acres of Government and State Lands
Open to Settlement in Idaho—Rapid Development of State,

HE word Idaho is derived from the

Indlsn word, “Edahoe,” signifying

“Gem of the Mountaina '™ and sure-
1v the appellation |s appropriate when ap-
plied to this beautiful portion of Christen-
dom, where the handiwork of a graclous
Providence hag so richly blessed the 180.-
00 souls who live under the bive canopy
of ldaho's cloudiess heavens. About this
state in the Rocky Mountain region, little
known to the world till very recent years,
we shall endeavor to speak in this article
for the holiday number of The Oregonlan,

The rapidly developing Btate of Idaho
comprises the territory between British
Columbia on the north, Utsh and Nevada
on the south, Montana and Wyoming on
the east, and Oregon and Washington on
the west. At present, the state is divided
Into 11 countles, s follown: Ada, Bannock,
Bear Lake, Bingham, Blaine, Bolse, Can-
yon, Cassin, Custer, Eilmore, Fremont,
Ydaho, Kootenal, Latah, Lemhl Lincoln,
Nez Perces, Onelda, Owyhee, Shoshone and
Washington. The caplito] of the state la
Jocauted in the delightful City of Bolse.

The state extends about 410 miles north
and south, with o width varying from #
to 306 miles, containing 5634 sguaro miles,
or 66,228,160 acres, an empire in ltself, the
hidden wealth and undeveloped resources
of whith are aimost Incalculable, The
population of Idaho, according to the last
Federal census, is placed at about 162,000,
more than twice what the coensua of 1580
gave it und the influx of people from mll
parts of the country to this benutiful land
©of bhappy homes, general prosperity and
promise Is tremendous. The eyes of peo-
ple In every portion of the Western Con-
tinent are turned towards thi=s garden spot
of the Intermountain region, to which
many of the restless, discontented people
in the over-populated and unproductive
pections of the Bouth and East are wend-
ing thelr way over the hills to this bright
and shinlng star In the galaxy of the Na-
tional federation of states.

All over this great country, in every
hamiet and every clity, there are those
who hiave learmed something about the
bounty of nature within the confines of
our proud commonwesalth, something
about the most excellent climate, the pure
mountain air and the beaptiful, sunny
days that inspire, strengthen and wuplift
the human race—that portion of it, at
least, whoese good fortune it has beea to
reside In Idaho. This state is looked upon
as sgomething of a paradiss by the Nation's
Western marching yeomanry. Burely the
cllmate s one of the most delightful and

healthful to be found In the world, nat
second to that of sunny Italy. It §s cool
in the Summer and mild in the Winter,

making it @ most desirable place to lve.
Cloudy duyz are exceptions, and sunshize
is the rule. Our state has about 250 clear

y& during the year, and never had a cy-
clone. Floods and destructive storms are
almost unknown here. Seldom does raln
fall during harvest thne and there Is prac-
tically no loss of crops from that source
Az 1o hesith, Jdaho hkas no equal In the
world. Ewven Bauthern France and Alglers
tike rank below this favored inland em.
pire. In this particular Idaho stacds pre-
eminent, having the jowest death rate
of any =tate In the Union. From a state-
mert of the average temperature It will
be secn that Idaho compares favorably
with the other siates of the Unilon, but
with her peculinr conformation, her lo-
catlon and geological formation, the iIn-
fluence which they exerd from a sanitary
point, Idaho stands high. The statistics of
mortality in the Unlted Statee confirm
this statement. Fiorida, Callfornia and
Colorado, states endowed with genial cli-
mates, and where there 18 almost per-
petual Bpring and Summer, famed resorts
to which thousands of people are fleeing
for health, where the most eminent of the
rradienl professxion in the East have di-
tcted multitudes, do not compare with
Idaho from point of cilmate. Florida hag
& mortality about three times as great as
this state, California neariy five times and
Colorado nearly three times as great. Af.
ter consldering these fancts, i1t is easy 1o
understand thst Idahe s the healthisst
region in the world, and this i= one of the
Ereat reasons that people are coming this
way.

From a bird's-eye view of ldaho one
soes the stale as & vast wedge-shaped
plateau with en attractive and produc-
tive surface of beautiful valleys and ta.
ble lands, and with snow-capped moun-
talns, varying in altitude from 700 to 10,000
feet, the mean elevation being about 00
feet. And flowing through the craggy
mountains, entrancing hills and fertlle
valleya are countless streams of pure,
cool water, rushing down the slopes to the
Jow lands, there to do itz work In Irri-
gating and then go on its course to the
ETeal weslern ocean.

Under the rugged surface of our virgin
state are the richest minerals and rarest
gems swalting the coming and enterprise
of man to clalm and utilize them. Wher-
ever within the borders of our growing,
young stale progressive man haos worked
the soll, nature's bounty has made quick
and bounteous response in the frulis of
Judiclous tilling of the land, and every-
where there Is an alr of thrift and enter-
prise, and there Is & wholesome conditlon
in the Industrial realm of the state, In
many parts of the sinte there are fa-
mous bhot springs the water from which
48 used for medicital and heating pur-
posce. And we have the famous Twin and
Bhoshone Falls, the Istter belng one of the
great wonders of the West, Shoshona
Falls are not surpassed by the famous Ni-
agarn, and thousands of people visit the
scene every year., At Twin Falls an effort
is belng made to utlliise the power in a
great irrigsting scheme, and we are sure
the promoters will meet with a high de-
gree of sueccess In the undertaking,

Idaho bas scores of rivers and creeks,
and In almost any part of the state the
best of waler-power can be found, suffi-
clent for Tactories and mills without num-
ber. The chief rivers are the Snake,
Clearwater, Spokane and Pend 4'Orellle.
Nearly all of the streams find thelr way
into the Columbia; the rest into the Great
Bslt Lake Basin. Idaho can boast of
severa! besutiful lakes, among them be-
ing Bear, Payetle, Corur a'Alene, Pend
@'Orellle and Pricst Lakes, and on them
much pleasure boating and fishing are in-
dulged in by the hundreds of people who
swarm around them in the Summer.

There are about 6,000 square miles of
Tertile valleys in this state, that is, in the
mos=t important ones, and there are num-
erous other emall, beautiful vales nestled
in the hille, where settlers can establish
ranches and have happy homes. The
chief valleys are as follows:

Length, Breadth,

Name and location— mijes. miles,
Bouth fork of Snake River,

Eastern 1dabo ....coeevneee 2to 4
Bal: River Valley, Eas

SO i savcrensnnengedndpiy 1to 3
Bear River Valley, Eastern

Idaho AR AR (e s 3to &
Banake Valley, north fork,

Enastern 18aho .......ocoiai.. 1told

inckfoot Valley, Eastern

T T ey iR 2t0 £

und Valley, Eastern Jdaho 30 §to12

Nood River Valley, Central

ldnho i S St e et el g S i1to 2
Camas Prairte, Central Idaho 80 1Bto 3
Holse Valley, Western Idaho.80 2to 6
Payelte Vailey, Waestern

Idgho ... o tols
Welser

Idaho 1to §
Laemhl

TAABG ..oooeeesoasnriiaineres 2to &
Pahsamar! Valley, Northeast-

orn IR0 .ieiciicsrasaenseran 1to &
Northern Camas Pralrie,

North 1daho .. ......ccnven-..] o
Potlateh Valley, North Idaho 35 10 to 36
Palouse Valley, North 1daho. 20 Eto 1o
Bt. Joseph Valley, North

idaho - vesdB 5to X0

There are in the state mesrly 7,500,000

acres of Government and 700,000 acres of

state lands, open to settlement. A wvast
amount of it is fine land and easily
reached by water Thousands of people
are coming In and taking advantage of
the rare opportunity to take up land and

make homes. These lands are far bet-
tar than some of the lands In the East
thal rell for $80 an acre, and here you

can almost get them for a song

Commeres in this state is confined al-
most wholly to ralirond traffic. Vast
amounts of the products of the mines,

ranches and ranges are exported, and the
Imporis Include nearly all of the manu-
factured articies. And it ls earnestly
hop+d that factory wheels will soon be
heard bumming In all parts of the state,
We need factorfes, and we need them
very much indeed. The factory portion
of the wheels of Infustry would be wel-
come o our state, for they would be &
boon to Idaho.

There nre six rallroads operating In
Idakra. They are the Oregon Bhort Line,
Great Northern, Kootenal, Northern Pa-
cific, Oregon Rallroad & Navigation,
Bolse, Nampa & Owyhee, and the Pa-
cific & ldaho Northern Companies, and
all of these roads are extending thelr
linee, pushing thelr way Into more re-
mot* and very resourceful sectlons and
endeavoring (o meet the demands of
traffic

There is no state in the Unlon that of-
fers greeter Inducemants to the pros-
pective setiler than does Idaho.
is true because our interests are so (-
versified and so extensive as to afford
opportunity for people with llmited means
to siart out to gain a lvellhood In vari-
ous wafu without going far away from
home. So a person on a farm, &fter
gatheriug In his cropa or, even, while
they are growing, can go to the mines,
shesp camp or cattle ranch or saw mill,

to be found in close proximity to the
farm lands of the state, where he can
make s goodly sum of money to con-

tinue his work on the farm on a larger
scale and with greater socccss.

The great timber region and grain belt
of the north are claimins the attention
of thousands of people, and homes are
thers springing up by ihe hundreds. The
fo'est area of the state is computed at
700000 ncres, contalning trees of enor-
mous elze snd of high quality. the prin-
cipal kinds of timber belng fir, white pine,
cottonwood, cedar, spruce and tamarack,
some of the trees measuring W feet In di-

ameter.,

SCENES IN THE LEWISTON
COUNTRY, IDAHO.

Old Spaulding House

" Oldest Publishung House in Northwest

This '

Our state had exhibits at the | dom have a frult crop fallure

the facllities are the very best and the
educational Interests of the common-
wealth are carefully locked after by .uose
in charge. Educationally, Idaho ranks
high among the states of the Nation, and
it 3 a pleasing fact that there s less IlI-
literacy In Idaho than In most of the
rtates of the Union, The State University
at Moscow, the Normal Schools at Al-
bion and Lewiston, and the Academy at
Pocatelip, as well as several private col-
legez and academies, are as good as e¢an
be found anywhere in the West, the stale
having spent vast sums of money on her
schools. Her public school system is ad-
vanced and modern, and fully abreast
with that of any other state In the Union,
Congress donated to the state 3500000
acres of land, the proceeds of which go
into the public achool fund of Idaho. The
funds thus accumulated gre so wisely and
well managed, pursuant to provision of
the constitution and Federal atatute, that
only the Interest c&n be used, hence there
1s & perpetuoal fund that generations
yet unborn will receive the benefit of.
The free text-book system prevails
throughout the state, and s entirely sat-
{afactory. The public school bulldings In
the cities and country disiricta are excep-
tionally good, modern and supplled with
the latest apparatus, many of them con-
taining excellent libraries

About all of the religious demominations
are represented in Idaho. W have the
Mormon, Roman Catholic, Methodist Epls-
copal, Presbyterian, Congregational, Bap-
tist, Christlan, Lutheran and Protestant
Episcopal, and the membership ls large
and increasing. Many fine church edifices
have been erected in various parts of the
state, and the denominations are In &
flourishing condition. A large number of
auxillary socletles are also dolng good
work in their respective flelds.

State Bonds Sell at & Premiam.

The value of Itz property Is an Import.
ant thing to call attention to when one
is writing about a state The egqualized
valuation of all taxable property in Idaho
was 7461118 §6; in 1901, $51,840,768 19, and
tha valuation of property Is Increasing at
an amazing rate. The state has a very
small debt, and the sthool fund owns $73.-
o8 of Idaho's 343,000 gutstanding bonds,
The ecredit of the stats was never better
than it is now, and !t» bonds sell at a
large premiom. All the state’s institutions
are in & prosperous condition, and every.
thing is moving up all along the line of
activity in Idaho.

In the state thera are M8 postoffices, and
all are dolng a fAourishing busineay for
tha Government. There are 73 periodicals,
of which six are dallles, five semi-weak-
lies, 61 weeklles and two monthlies. This
is & large number for so young & state,
and these ln & large measurs account for
the smail percentage of illiteracy within
our borders. Ewven The Oregonlan, with
its civillsing and uplifting Influence, finds
its way Inmto many homes and business
houses In this state. Idaho is high uwp on
the ladder of literary attalnments, prae-
tical thought and action, ability and pro-
gressive spirfit

We have a model state government, and
many of the older states would do well o
usa ours as a pattern. The Governor Is
chosen for a term of two years, and leg-
islative seasions are held Dblennlaily,
limited to @ days. The Senate has 21
members and the House 46, and we havae
one Representative in Congres=, At pres-
ent the atate administration Is Demaocratic,
and Captain Frank W. Hunt, the genial,
whole-souled patriot who went to the
Orient to fight Mlipinos, is the chlef ex-
ecutive, The Capltol, Soldlers’ Home and
the Penitentiary at Bolse, the Insane
asylum at Blackfoot, the university and
the normal schoolsa as above stated, are of
modern architecture and fine ones In evary
particular. They reflect great oredit on
the state.

Wonderland of the Northwest.

In conclusion, et ma say to your thou-
sands of readers that Idaho Is truly
the “Gem of the Mountalna™; that fn fact
she s everything that has been clatmed
for her; that she is all that the term Im-
plies, the DdDeautiful wonderland of tha
great Northwest. Here within this sunny
cmpire of the mountains are Immeasur-
able possiblliities, the Immense resources,
the variety of sofl and climate, the ca-
pacity to sustain a great population and
In her hardy, progressive pecple not alone
the ability but the determination to grasp
ail these varied opportunities, and by ding
of brawn and braln transmute them inta
evidences of progress and material
wealth. Her respources are just beginning
to be developed, and the future will show
Idaho to be one of the richest and best
in the naisterhood of states. Her hidden
wealth In hills and mountains and her pos-
atbilitles on the farm will make her des
velopment most marvelous and permanent.
Indeed, Idaho iz a pearl in the diadem of
Rocky Mountainiand, and her future ls ns
bright as the nonday sun. The praises
of this haven of peace and plenty are on
the tongues of our people everywhere, and
happiness Is abroad io the land,

M. 5. PARKER

Caldwell, Idaho,

«AN OREGON TREASURE BED”?

History and Condition of the Famous
Sterling Placer Mine.

Under the caption “An Oregon Treasure
Bod,"” Sunset, the Southern Pacific mag-
azine, prints the following account of tha
Sterling placer mine, near Jacksonville:

**Ie richest mine In Bouthern Oregon,
and ohe of the most interesting hydraullo
mines on the Pacifie Coast, is the Ster-
ling mine, near Jacksonville, owned by H.
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chards !n the state that produce pearly

metals have been worked only to a IIm- | ing into the business on a large scale. It
60.000 bushels of fruit annually,and we sel.

1ted extent, owing 1o a lack of transpor- | s the poor man's opportunity o make
And it Is! tation facilities, and where rall and wagon | money, and rapidiy. Many of our wealth-
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lest men have made thelr money in stock-
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this state does not take
recond place with any other state in the
Northwest as to productiveness and qual-
Easterner
lands In this siate
to the acre,
of oats, and 50 of potatoes, but
Reports
af such yields come from every mection of
where agriculture is carried on
There are about
can be frri-
gated and cultivated in Idaho, laind that is
oductive, on much of which good
cropa are ralsed without irrigating. Much

for cultivation,
it but sagebrush,
litle expense.
’And & farmer here becomes weaithy In a

That {s the proper thing to do, for then
he will not tnke chances of having crop
thing.”
Most of the central and southeastern por-
are

In a!l there are 78 publie schools wit
1067 teachers, shaping the destiny of the
In these InsUtutions | greasy W0 the touch and burns freely

E. Ankeny and V. Cook., A drive of iittle
more than an hour from Jacksonvilla
brings one to a cluster of houses, which is
all that remains of Sterlingville, where,
on the day of Lincoln's second election,
@0 votes were cast,

“Omly a little while before that election
day in 1884, AMr, Sterling and two compan-
lons discovered a rich prospect. Although
news could not travel then as fast as Qow,
tidings of gold have always sped Uke fire,
Within a few days Sterlingville sprang
into life, and has had an up-and-down ex-
Istence ever since.

*The mine & an old chamnel bound in
on the sidea and the boltom by a well-
defined and hard formation. The succes-
sive owners of the mine have worked up
this channel nearly seven miles, one own-

of this land ls now under canals, and | er having taken out J1.000.000. At one time
fine farma are seen opening up In almost | work on the mine became alack, and 3ter-
every direction. It I8 an casy thing (o lingville was almost deserted, The pres-

ent owners took hold of the mine with
new vigor, and it has ever since proved
each year to be more valuable

“A fi-mile ditch, through which 3000 min-

% 4 - t t Applegate Creek
ahort tlme, because he can ralse three | ©r% Inches of water of . . =

crops of hay end two crops of many other 3:" h‘“";"m “:“"1“ ;:"It:‘ird;b‘:ar;nfmg;'e;f‘

= things each season. Of course, irrigation | ©f the channei, is > ” S =

- -3 i - . S e e " ing and !mportant plece of engineering.

teamb oal Loadinyg Whe at LEW]S‘[O“ ls more reitable, and every B Jone | Two gtant pipe lines turn water through

PHOTOS By no time In getting water on ; * | savan-inch nozzies on to the gravel cement

and dissolve it rapldly into the siulceway,
the gold belng caught In the cracks be-
tween the blocks of wood which form the
pottom of the =luiceway. A large stream
is aiso turned in from above the mine, and
by Lhese three atreams, accompanied by
frequent blasting, the mining is simply
performed.”

Natural Gas Near Bandon.

What seems to be natural gas has besn
struck In Curry County, about 15 miles
south of Bandon. Workmen engaged in
digging a well on the ranch of Willlam
Batton discovered the escapa of gas at
& depth of 2 fect, and the quantity In-
creased with the depth of the well. The
gas appears in jets, with a gentie whistie
as It breaks through the rock. and burns
freely until the workmen tamp It In. The
odor Is identical with that given off by
gasollne,. The formation s recurring
strata of black shale, with Intervening
strata of a grayish rock, of which latter
an occasional boulder or nodule Is found.
Serpentine, also, s encountered. Ths
black shale readily slacks and takes on
a pearl gray shade on expasure to the
alr and light, while the gray formation
seems to be Impregnated with ofl, as It i3




