P - .-

: 3

IN HIS OWN DEFENSE

ADMIRAL SCHLEY TAKES THE
STAND IN THE NAVAL COURT.

His Loyalty to the Commander-in-
Chief—The HBlockade of Clenfue-
o8 and Arrival at Santingo.

(Continued from First Page.)

West at a very eariy date to replenish it
Admiral Bchier eald that he had ter-
minated this part of the conversation by
saying to Captain Chester that as his
£Np was not in his (Schley’s) command,
he could not attach him to the sguadron,
In the same connection, the wilness said
that Captaln Chester bad asked permis-
son to ocon! the Cinclnnat! from the fly-
ing squadron colller, but he (Schicy) had

declined this proposition. Continulng
hls report of this conversation, the Ad-
miral mmid: -

“I then asked him if he had ever crulsed
in the West Indles as 1 had never been
on the sputh side of Cuba, and if he knew
of any plice thet would be favorable for
cnaling, whers falrly smooth water could
be expecisd. He sugrested A place some
M miles to the castward on o bank, or to
the southward on another bank, coaling
upon which would be problematical and
dopendent tipon the state of the weather
the sex. 1 ¢@o non” the Admiral
. Urecollect Just nt thi= moment any
- conversatinn, except Captain Ches-

dsappoiniment that he could not

lor's
join my sguadron, which 1 thought ©x-
tremely pralseworthy.”™

In response to a request from Mr. Ray-
nor, the Admirz]l ss'd that one of the

places that hed been recommended by
Captaln Chester for coaling was o the
southward of Clenfusgos, in the open
Ba.

“1 &id not agree,” he sald, *“that that
would be & good place to ooml, because
conditions in an ordinsry sez would be
pggravated in shoal water.™

The Cienfuegos Salute.

Admiral Schiey placed his arrival off
Clenfuegos at near midnight of May 2L
e told of hearing guns that evening
while still 30 or 40 miles distant from the
Cuban port. Describing this incident he
tabd

‘"Toward sundown of ghat afternoon I
was standing on the bridge of the Brook-
i¥vn and distincily hoard six or seven
gune fired with the cadence of & salute.
The fact of hearing these guns was un-

éoubted, so muth o that the officer of
the desk spoke of it I happened to be
there at the time™ ’

e sald tha: the fcot stopped for the

night W or 12 miles, off shore at Clen-
gos; that he nad sent the Beorplon
of the fleet as & pllot and toward
ylight on the following morning, May
g1l the ships had steamed in cloge to
harbor entrance,

“My recollection now 8™ he =ald,
“that! we went within & mile and looked
at the harbor. But owing to the trees
and other obstructions, it was Impos-
sihle 10 =ce into the harbor, 1 never saw
any smokestacks and 1 was a very cloee
watcher on deck, generally from § o'clock
i the morning untll 1¥ or 1 o'clock atl
pighi There was poarcely s circomstance
of auy kind that escaped me.”™

The Admiral ssil that after this 1o-
speotion of the harbor he had takem a
position with the fleet three or four miles
out.

“I penerally,” he said, “gusged the po-
sition that the sgundrom was from the
besch by the appearance of the surf,
which ordinarily i not seen bevond six
miles, cxoept at a great elevation.™

“Denr Schley™ Letter.

At ® o'ciock on tho evening of the
24, the torpedio-boat Dupont, the Ad-
miral snld, arrived with a dispatch from
Afmiral Spmpson. The dispatch referred
to wik the “Dear Bohley™ letter. The
witneee sald:

"] &4 not remember the fact wuntll
within the past few months, because
there were duplicntes of that letler, but
1 now recall It from the fact that 1 sent
Scorplon to the eastward in obedl-
ence to the injunction contsined in that
lelter to onmmunicate with the acouts
about whose presence off Santiago I was
uncertain, as 1 think the Admiral was,
on acepunt of orders that bed been sent
Mrect 1o tham to proceed in the direction
of the Spanish Main w Jook for the
squufiron. The Admiral was not certain
whether they had got back, mor was 1.
Therefore, 1 sent the Scorplon east, and
that fact fixed the recelpt of that Iet-
ter.”

Admira]l Bchiey also sald that the Jowa
hed arrived to join the fleet on the B4,
but he did not remember that it had
hrought any dispatches beyond an envel.
ape oppteining some Metiers, one of which
wns from his (Schiey's) wife.

“That facy™ he sald, “fixed that in my
mind. A good many of the thingz about
which T sm testifyving weres burned into
my memory because 1 was the most
interested party. I cannot recall anything
in connection with the Iowa at ali”

Blorknde at Clenfunegon.

Coming to the blockage Clenfuegos
he Admirnl explained the formation of
his fleet there, saying that the steaming
which has been mentioned In the logs
wag Tor the purpore of overcoming the
cffect of & current which set direcily
into the shore. He sald the ships were
congtantly setiling into the beach sand
wiTe obliged almost every. hour to steam
for a mile or two, “and that™ he sald,
“accounts for an good deal of what 1=
stated In the logs about steaming.”

in this same econnection the Admiral
said that he had fNxed the position of
the sguadron every morning and every
afternpoon by what Is known as the four
point bearning.

At pight.” he continued, "“we had an
Invariable light breeze, and we Xept In a
general direction on a general bearing.
We wern closer at night, and that,” he
said, emphatically, "'was the rule of the
squniiton slwayeE We were closer at
night at both Clenfuegos and Santiago.
The ldea of keeplng the squadron in for-
mation during the night or In line of bat-
Uz rendy for any emergenty Was never
shandoned. The arrangement during thas
doy was some lttle felgned disorder, in
the hopesthst we might invite those peo-
ple out. We knew there would be dim-
culty iIn getting in, because my flagship
was of greater draught than most of the
others; the channels were very tortuous
and our ouly hope, &t least our only wish,
was that they might ocome oot The
movements of the squadron were rather
an iovitation, usualiy. That was what 1
felt doring all the period of this block-
ade”

At this point Admiral Schley digressed
for & moment “to refer to the conveérsation
he had with Admiral Bampson bhefore
inaving Key West. which he sald had in.
duced the bellef that the Spanish squad-
ropn’s  objective was Clenfuegoe. The
Admiral then related the particulars ol
the visit of Licutenant Wood, of the Du-
pont. to him on board the Brooklyn,
when the Dupont arrived off Clenfuegos.
He sald that Lieutsnant Wood was In a
pitlable condition of exhaustion, because
or his grducus doties on a torpedo-boat.
“1 1okl him,” =ald the Admiral, “that 4f
I were o King 1 would promote every tor-
podo officer flve grades, if I could.™

Continuing, the Admiral related
Liculenant Wood had bhanded him
Mspateh, and sdded:

“I think he 4Jd me injustice when
he spoke of my speaking disrespectfully
of Admiral Sampson. 1 used no such term.
There was no reason why I should have
fone so. 1 imvarisbly spoke of him as
Admiral Sampson, and T do not recall one
word of the conversation which Lieuten-
ant Wood recites—not ofie word, and 1
recollect o good many things pretty well,
I am giad to say., and have wery lttle
Imagination.”

The Admirn! said that the Hawk ar-
rived about § o'clock on the morning of
May Z. This vessel, he sald, had brought
the dispatch from which 1s
Gesignated as “Wo. & This s the dls-
patch In which the

the

how
the

notified the commander of the fiying
equadron that the Spanish flest probably
was at Bantiago and directed him, “if
satlsfled thet they are not at Clenfuegos,

o proceed with all dispatch to Ban-
tiago." The witness pald he hed re-
celved duplicate coples of dispatch No.
§, and sald he \dentified the copy brought
by the Hawk as the first recelved, by
marginal notes which had been made on
the copy. He also sald that a copy of
No. 7, the “Dear Schley” letter, and also
a copy of the McCalla memorandum had
been recelved by the Hawk, saying that
these facts were fixed In his mind by
the circumstances that on that date a
gignal had been given to the squadron
notifying the wvessels that there was a
rumor that Cervera's fleet was at Ban-
tago.

“*That,” he sald. "ls fixed in my mind
because if I had got it the day before 1
would have made that gsignal to the
equadron, a# my hablt was to keep them
all informed.”

What Hood Forgot.

Relating the fact of the arrival of the
Cadtine and a collfer on the 234, Admiral
Schley referred to his reportsd conver=a-
tion with Lieutenant Hood which, he sald,
“is one of the other conversations 1 do
not remember. I think,” he went on,
“that I can show you, by a memorandum
of Mr, Hood's, that If he had any verbal
orders he forgot to report them."

The Admiral then referred to a mem-
orandum from the Dolphin, published in
the sppendix 1o the report of the chief
of the bureau of navigation, reading as
follows:

“The Hawk has just reported from Clen.
fuegos with dispatches from Schley. Hood
says & good number of officers don't be-
lieve the Soanlards are there at all, also
they can only surmise."

“That,” remarked the Admiral, “would
g0 to indleats that Mr. Hood was not
very certain in his own mind, or if he
had brought sany verbal Instructlons to
me that he falled to report the fact to
the Commander-in-Chief. Relow It 1s
also a border Information which I should
have been very glad to bave had, Mr.
Hood got Inte the anchorage, 1 think,
some time about 8 o'clock. The Adula did
not get into the anchorage at Clenfuegos
before 10 or 11 o'clock. Lisutenant Hood
did not board that =hip in my presence.
€he had already been boarded. If he
boarded her and got this news und failed
to dellver it to me, then be committed
an Indiscretion, for I was the senlor offi-
cer and he did not know what I was
going to do with her. 1 should have been
giad to bave had his information. So that
with this note and this Information. I
think Mr. Hood remembers a good deal
of what he saild to me, but he forgot a
good deal that ha should have done.”

Admiral Schiey gave further detalls
concerning the blockade at Clenfuegos,
telling how he had observed men laying
mines across the river and how he had
established a picket line inside the maln
line of blockade. He agaln referred to Lhe
arrival of the Dupont, which, he sald, was
very short of coal, having. as, was re-
ported. only five or six tons aboard. He
also 10ld of the difficulties experlenced
in pulting a few additional tons nbogrd
the torpedo boat and In this connection
sald:

“*The work struck me as belng one of
such difficulty that any attempt to coal
a larger vessel by boats would not only
be exhausting and fatigulng, but almost
impoeeible, beyond a day or two.”

Adula's Falae Report.

The Incident of the arrival of the Brit-
ish ship Aduola was related in much de-
tall, the Admiral telling how he had had
her boarded and how she had brought
Information in the shape of a war bul-
letin which had stated that the Spanish
fleet had arrived at Santlago May 18 apd
had left there on the following day. Re-
muarking upun the report contained in this
bulletin, the Admiral sald:

“That, of course, taken with the man-
ner of my approach and the distance be-
ing about 5 to 48 hours away, lent color
to the bellef that 1 entertalned.”’

The Admiral then related how the com-
mander of the Aduls had besn allowed,
upon speclous promises, to go into the
harbor and had mnot come out the fol-
lowing day, a5 he had promieed & do.
Admiral Schley =aid that the night of the
234 he had secn three horizontal lights to
the eastward and to the westward of the
harbor of Cienfuegos. *“‘The one to the
castward,” he sald *““was In the moun-
tine, and T should say 10 miles from the
coast and certainly 500 feet up: the others
to the westward, about five or six miles
in on the beach, but back of it on the
highland.”

He sald thatw hile the squadron lay off
ClenYuegos the winds were fresh and
there was quite a rolling swell to the
sen, In this connection Admiral Bchley
referred to the fact that he had not been
informed that there was any system of
slgnals for communicating with the in-
surgents and he said he did not know
that there were any Insurgents to the
westward of Clenfuegos. This fact, he
said, together with the clrcumstances
that the Adula had not come, that Ideu-
tenant Southeriand had falled to com-
municate any Information and the fur-
ther fact that MeCalla’s squadron had
been withdrawn from the vicinlty, were
responsible for the delay in communi-
cating with the Insurgents,

Unanfe to Land.

"Of course,” he =ald, *“"to risk a boat
through the surf on a coast belleved to
be occupled by the enemy must have re-
suited «in & repetition of Captain Me-
Calls's exporiment. He found that the
coast was pretiy well occupled. 1 saw
cavalry once or twice, both to the east
and to the west of this point. They ap-
peared for & moment and immediately
got out of sight. I did everything that
was possible during the time we were
thers to malntain the blockade that was
comtemplated. I did all the coaling that
was practicable or possible.””

Continulng on the =subject of cpaling,
Admiral Schley sald:

“After we got hold of colllers which were
very much better fitted to reaist shock as
well ag to dellver coal rapldly, perhaps,
and with the later experience of the war,
1 might have coaled on days with worse
wenther. We had a good many accldents
about which mo mention has been made
because they came after the period of
time. One of the colliers had to go to
New York sabsolutely smashed in. The
Merrimac herself had several holes
punched through her, and my impres-
#ion now is that a portlon of the top
worke of the Sterling was«Injured iIn
some way, but we mapaged, with more

patience, to do a littie Dbetter
than at first. There alwnye was
at Clenfuegos n rolling swell, Vea-
eels with projecting sponsons or guns

were always in danger. I recollect once
that one of the six-pounder guns of the
Brooklyn was bent at an angle of 30 de-
grees by coming Into eollislon with one of
theee colliers, Of course, the twin screws
made it extremely dangerous to coal,
except under the most favorable condl-
tlons. The problem presented to me at
Clenfuegos to solve—that of coaling—has
disturbed the navies of the world for
vears, I think we accomplished this
reasonably well under the clrcumstances.”

McCalla's Code of Signals,

On ‘the morning of May 24, Captaln
McCalla had arrived off Clenfuegos with
the Marblshead and the Vixen, and the
Captaln had, according to Admiral Schley,
immediately reported to him on board the
Brooklyn. The witness sald he then heard
for the firel tlme of the code of signals
arranged for communicating with the in-
surgents at Clenfuegos,

“l was a great desl surprised” sald
the witness, "and asked who made these
arrangements, He sald: ‘I did when I
was here before.” 1 asked why It was not
communnicated to me. That he did not
know, of course. He wag not answerable
for that. I sald: "Where are those fel-
lows?” He sald: ‘T communicated with
them when 1 was here last to the west-
ward seme 12 or 4 miles, but they are
migratory, and may or may not be there.'
I sald: "Go ahead and take up the line
of seairch and let me Kknow.'"™

The Admiral then told of his sending
Captain McCalla ashore, and of the Iat-
ter's reporting about 4 o'ciock on the
34th, he thought, that the enemy was
which fact he had
learned by communicstion with the Cu-
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bans on shore. An hour or two had then
been consumed In the preparation of dis-
patches, Including a dispatch to be sent
to the Becretary of the Navy, and about
6 o'clock the squadron steamed to the
south.

Started for Santiago.

“I think,” he sald, “that we finally got
under way between 7 and 8 o'clock on &
course of about southeast, The orders to
the sguadron were by signal. I dld not
care whether the enemy saw them or not.
T am quite sure the distance which we had
steamed from the preliminary formation
untll the flnal departure was outside of
any distance they could have been read
or #seen from shore.”

Speaking of the weather conditions on
the night of the 24th, after the sguadron
had got under way, the Admiral sald
that he remembered that the night was
a dirty one and the sky lowering. It
was ralny in zqualls, he sald. He re-
called especlally that he had looked out
through a port hole 2 feet aboye water
and that the spray dashed in. “Of
course,” he sald, “weather of that sort
did not mean much to the larger ships,
but to the smaller ones it did.”

Giving the formsation of the squadron,
he sald that he had kept the colller on
his weather side, so that In case the
enemy should appear, that vessel could
be protected or sunk. The arrangement
also had contemplated that the Marble-

believe Captain Slgsbee would misstate
anything for his commission.

“I do mnot belleve,” the Admiral sald,
“that he Is capable of stating what s
not true. In this Instance I think his
recollection Is at fault, and not his verae-
ity. I sald to him: ‘Captain, have yau
got the Dons here? He sald to me: ‘No,
they are not in here. I have been in very
close.' T fdo not know but what he sald
‘sktching.’ but he certalnly sald: ‘They
are not here; they only reported here.' I
sald to him, “Have any of the other ves-
sels seen them, the Yale or the Minnc-
apolis? He sald: °'No, theéy have not,
They have assured me s0." That was the
assurance to which 1 referred when 1
spoke of the assurance of such men as
Wise and Jewell and Slgsbee. I do not
believe that any of those men would mis-
state the conditions at all, but I assume
from the communication from Sigsbes
that he was bearing to me the assurance
of all of them."

Relating hiz Interview with Pllot Ed-
uardo Nunegz, Admiral SBchley sald that
Nunez had expressed the opinlon that It
would have been alkmost Impossible for
ships of the size of those of the Spanish
fleet to eater Santfago harbor, the pilot
saving that the entrance was not only
shallow, but toriuous, B

Referring in a general way to Captaln
Sigabee's visit, Admiral Schley sald:

“My habit of life, not only in point of
command of a squadron, but also in com-
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head would be able, with the two smaller
vessels, to act as torpedo-boat destroy-
ers. He =ald that hiz pollcy had been
to keep the sguadron together os a unit
and added:

“I think it will be admitted, in chang-
ing the location of a squadron from one
port to another, that It would be unmil.
Itary and unwise to proceed In any other
formation than na unit., My Iimpres-
slon Is that uvseful auxiliaries and nee-
essary supplies never should be aban-
doned except under the very gstrictest
military necessity.'”

Admiral Behley spoks of the weather on
the 235th as rough for the smaller ships.

*I remember,’" he sald, “that the Mar-
blehead carried away one of her booms
that was alongside on account of the
seas, The Vixen took Egreen seas over
her bows and badly Injured & man. The
Eagle filled one of her forward com-
partments. Both of thess shipa con-
stantly dropped astern. The squadron, of
course, slowed for them. Omn eeveral oc-
caslonsg the Merrimac signalled the dis-
arrangement of ner steering gear, and of
her engines, necessitating stops.

Conllng Was Impossible,

“Coaling on the 25th,” he continued,
would have been absolutely impossible,
I watched the sen perhaps more carefully
than any one else, and was ready to
avall of the earliest opportunity, and I
felt that I was very much more capable
and very much more competent than any
one else In the squadron of judging when
coaling was possible."”

Coming to the 26th, Admiral Schley sald
that the weather was stlll rough and he
related the incldent of sending Com-
mander Boutherland away with the Eagle.

“He 4l not,” the Admiral sald, “Insist
upon coaling his ship, becausa it would
have been absurd; It was lmposzible. His
ehip at the time was inboring a great
deal, slashing and rolling about. He re-
gretted having to leave the squadron for
coal, as well as myself. Flis contention,
however, that he could coal on that oc.
caslon was utterly untenable, He could
have coaled, I suppose in boats, but he
would have burned coal as fast as ho got
it on board.

"We continued in an easterly course,'”
sald the Admiral, “agnm taking up the
thread of his narrative, *‘as my orders
contemplated approaching cautiously and
as they algo conveved to me the informa-
tion that probably when I left Clenfuegos
the enemy would leave Santiago, I laid
sich & course as I thought would give
me & wide horizon and If he did leave
I could not imagine he would try to pass
ingide of me. I estimated, of course, he
would pass to the southward. My course,
as projected, would have, of course, gone
to China If there had been no lslands in
the way.” ;

The Admiral then told how, upon reach-
ing a point southward from Santiago,
about 4 or 5 o'clock in the afternoon of
May 26, he had encountered the scout-
boats Bt. Paul, Minneapolls and Yale, but
before relating the detalls of coming up
with them, he digressed sufficlently to re-
fer to a dispatech In which he had men-
tioned his intentlon of delayving until thes
25th his departure from Clenfuegos, which
he explained was for the purpose of tak-
ing up the Scorplon. which wessel had
been expected back on the 24th or 25th,
“That.,” he sald, ““was the suggestion,
but we can make & great many sugges-
tlons and say a good many things, and
then we are privileged not to [ollow
them,"”

2

Defended His Course,

At this point the Admiral entered upon
another defense of his course by saying:

“]l was on the south side of Cuba, of
course Invested, I thought, with entire
responsibilify. 1 was not in communica-
tlon by telegraph. I did not know that
we had secret agents In Havana, 1 did
not know that there was any means of
communicating with the Insurgents. If
that were known I should have known It
alse, because I was acting In an entirely
independent capacity, I may almost say.
I could not be reached by telegrams and
a good deal I dld had to be left to guess-
ing, And sometimes I guessed right and
sometimes I guessed wrong, and I sup-
pose, in the light of recent avents, we are
all liable to do that.”

The witness then referred to his plek-
ing up the scoutboats. In thls connec-
tion he again spoke of the weather condi-
tions on the voyvage from Cienfuegos over,
gaying that Captain Cook reported that
ha had never seen more motion on the
Brooklyn and that some of the youngsters
In the steerage were slck, which Is an
unusual thing,

He then related the Incldent of Captaln
Slgsbea's coming aboard the Brooklyn
from the St. Paul, saying that the wisit
had Impressed Itself vividly upon his
mind, The Admiral proceeded o '‘give
the information which Captaln Bigsbes
had brought, prefacing what he had to
say with the statement that he did not
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mand of a ship, was to assume the re-
sponsibility and danger of censure of any
movement that might justify it, but 1
wag never willing, under any eclroum-
stances, to be a partlelpant In glorles
I would not divide, That was the general
prinieple on which I acted in this matter,
1 did not ecall any councll of war. The
{nformation which these people gave me,
led me to Infer that the telegraphlc in-
formation was a ruse precleely simllar to
that which was teléegraphed from Cadiz,
that the squadron had returned from the
Cape Verde Islunds, That would have
/be2n my polley, If 1 had been in control,
Aagd If any of us at any ‘Ume
made any mistakes during the campaign
of Santiago or elsewhere, it was in sup-
posing the Spaniards would ever do right
at the right tlme. That probably was
the pnly reason we made any mistakes
that we did make.

Movements Known to the Spaniards.

“] determined that that being the
case, A move eastward would be un-
wise, In that T knew Admiral S8ampson
would have moved to the eastward of
Huavana. It would not have been wise
for me to have uncovered Santlago. The
military importance of that movement
would have been to guard the westward,
as that would have been the only place
they conld have got in behind. As those
in the interior had an absolute control
of the entire llne, our movements every
minute of the day were known fn Ha-
vaina, and I have often been surprised
that Cervera did not leave Sanitago when
I left Clenfuegos. I found out afterward
why he did not do it—simply becauss he
could not, and, therefore, we dld not
suffer any."” o

Relating the partlculars of the break-
Ing down of the colller Merrimac on the
evening of the 26th, Admiral Schley sald
that his first determination had been to
have her towed to Key West by the
Yale, as he did not consider it deslrable
to have an unmanageable coller with
him.

“It ther occurred to me,'” he sald, ““that
If we dld send her to Key West with the
Yale and she was overtaken we would
bs out a collier and the Bpanish force,
If they were outslde, would be in so much
coal.”

\ The Retrograde Movement.

In this connectlon Admiral Schley ex-
plnined his retrograde movement, so-
called, to the westward, saying that he
had not consldered the economical aspect
of this step, as economical features could
never be taken into consideration in mill-
tary movements. He had, he sald, made
careful “Inquiry as to the coal supply of
the various ships and had turned over in
his mind the question of thelr endurance
in battle.

"I was,” he sald, “thinking over In my
mind that a squadron, In Itz coaling en-
durance, or at least In its speeding en-
durance, was equal only to Its weakest
members, just as the epeed of a fleet
depends upon its slowest vessel; that It
would be necessary to equallze, as nearly
as we could, thelr standards of steam In
order to be of effective u2e as a unit,
and that determined the westward move-
ment.

“Now, the telegram I sent to thsa Hon-
orable Secretary of the Navy did not
refer only to the battle-shlp, as inter-
preted, but It referred to the entire fleet.
We had at thdt time 10 shipas in the
equadron, seven of which “were short of
coal. There were the auxillaries and the
Texas. The auxillaries and the Marbile-
head and the Vixen, I think, were mod-
erately well-fllled. The amount of coal
which we trensmitied should have, 1
think, called attentlon to:.that fact. Now,
as has been testified to and shown, 1
think, almost every one who has had any
command during a war whereln large re-
sponsiblliities were Invoived would have
been unwise not to have consldered his
own accomplishments. We could not as-
sume that the enemy were golng to
chase toward our base; it was probable
he would chase toward his own. Ha would
have been there prelty regularly, or
among his more Intlmate friends at Mar-
tinique. I do not think he would hava
been liable to have gone 1o our basa and,
therefore, any calculation which took into
consideration the efficlency of the squad-
ron had to assume that it would be In
direction least favorable to us and most
favorabls to the enemy.”

Admiral Schley agaln referred to the
unmanageable condition of the coliler
Merrimac, saying that no prudent com-
mander would have sent a ship elongside
of her.

Cotton's Mistake.

Referring to the arrival of the Harvard,
the witness spoke of the discrepancy in
the report as to the information which
Captain, now Rear-Admiral, Cotton, of
that vessel, had brought aboard the
Brooklyn. He sald that the dlspatch
which Captain Cotton had brought aboard

had sald that the department's advices
Indicated that the SBpanish fleet was at
Santlago. Continulng he salfd:

"Captaln Cotton sald he deilvered a
dispatch to me from Admiral Sampson
stating that they werse there. That dl=-
patch never reached me. I never saw It
I never heard of It untll the other day.
If 1t ever was dellvared It should have
been found among my papers, but It
could not have been deltversd to me, for
the reason that a dispatch of that char-
ncter would have burned itself so indell-
bly on my mind I never could have for-
Botten it, never. Captaln Cotton did not
communicate it to me, and there, I think,
his recollectlon Is at fault and not his
veracity, because I do not belleve he
would state nnvthing that was not so.
Nelther my First Lieutenant, neither my
Flag Lieutenant nor my secretary ever
Eaw It or can remember 1t, and It is a
littla strange that three persons wha had
Access to my papers at all times should
have falled to remember a dispatch of
that Importance. So It 1= a mistake, 1
never saw It 1 do not remember It. I
have no recollection of it, nor of a good
many things which I have heard during
this investigation.”

Admiral Schley, at this point, returned
to hls conversation at Clenfuegos with
Captain McCalla. He exonerated the
Captain from any intention to do him In.
Jjustice, but he sald that the Captain hoed
falled to give all of that conversation.

The Charge of Disobedience.

Disoussing agnin his dispatch to the de-
partment concerping the department's or-
ders. the Admiral sald:

“If my reply to the telegram of the
Secretary of the Navy Is not on the ree-
ord, I would llke to put It there In the
terms I sent it, because I wrote It In
English, gave it to Captaln Cotton, asked
him to turn it into cipher &and confirmed
it afterward In a letter td the Depart-
ment, which wng recelved. The dispatch
is there and has been in the Department
for nearly threes years. I do, not belleve
for one moment that In the translation of
it there was any intentlon to mutilate It,
but I think, In the cholce of worda which
were not exactly of the same meaning,
the dispatch did not get to the Depart-
mment entirely ms 1 intended It should.
Upon this dispatch Is based the charge of
disobedlence of orders. I contend that
there was no disobedlence of orders. There
would have been disobedience £ 1 had
abandoned my statlon but having returned
to the -statlon without other direction,
and having found that the Department's
informatlon was correct, I hold that I
did not disobey orders, and I think that
this dispatch, read and interpreted as
sent, will relleve that charge.”

Admiral Schley polnted out that the in-
formation sent from the Navy Depart-
ment as to the whereabouts of the Cuban
insurgents in the vicinity of Santlago was
erroneous, the dispatch placing them
much nearer that elty than they were.

“If we had gone to the place indleated,”
he satd, ""at the time we received the dis-
patch, we would have been, In all prob-
abllity, gobbled."

Again, referring to his own dispatch
Admiral Schley said that it had been de-
livered in English, but, he added, “read
in the light of this order and In view of
the fact that the squadron did not re-
turn to Key West, whatever may have
been our intentlon or purposes, 1 say
there was no disobedlence of that order,
and there Iz no order there to go back.
It was simply that the department looked
to.me to establish & fact of which It was
not certaln.”

In response to a request from Mr, Ray-
nor, for the exact wording of the sen-
tence in'the dispatch In dispute, Admiral
Behley gave It as follows:

“It s to be regretted that the Depart-
ment's orders cannot be obeved, earmest-
1y as we have all striven to that end.”

This, he sdid, wae the authentle version
of the sentence and was as he sent lt.

The Admiral was in the mildst of the
dlscussion of the “‘disobedlence of or-
ders'’ dispatch when the old clock In the
court room =truck 4, and Admiral Dewey
announced an adjournment for the day,
notwithatand'ng that Admiral Behley told
him that he would like to conclude his
testimony at thls siiting. Tiwe Admiral
wns calm and collected throughout the
two hours that he wans In the witness
chalr, and he spoke in tones which, while
not loud, were so distinet that his words
were easily heard.

The Other Witnesaes.

Lisutenant B. W. Wells, the first of
former witnesses called for the purposs
of correcting testimony, sald In response
to a guestion from Captain Lemly, that
he had made a translatlion of a cipher dis-
patch prepared at Commodore Schley's
instance on May 24, 1538, to which refer-
eénce was made while Lieutenant Wells
was on the stand yeaterday.

“Was the dispatch sent?’ asked Admir-
al Dewey, and when he was told that it
had not been, the Admiral sald it was not
relevant. “We only want the facts,” he

Captain Lemly and Mr. Hanna contend-
ed for Its admission, Mr. Hanna sald
that it indlented hesitation at a eritieal
time, “Tha court decided it, that this can-
not go in,'” s=ald Admiral Dewey. “Now
let us go on to something else,. We are
losing a lot of time here.”

Major Murphy corrected his testimony
of vesterday so ns to say that the vessels
of the filylng squadron In steaming back
and forth at night in front of the mouth
of the harbor at Santlago had gone only
about 800 yards to elther slde of the har-
bor Instead of 160 yurds, as stated yes-
terday. In response to a question by Mr.
Raynor, Major Murphy detalled an incl-
dent in which Commodore Schley flgured
at the close of the battle of July 3

Major Murphy sald: "I remember the
Incident distinctly because It made a
very great !mpression on me at the time,
It was when they wera preparing a cut-
ter to take Captain Cook to the Colon to
receive the surrender of that ship. She
had hauled down her flag and was ashore.
The officers and many of the men werp
gathered forward in the neighborhood of
the forecastle and Commodore Schley ad-
dressed the men, cautloning them not to
cheer when the Spanish Captaln eame on
board. He spoke of thelr gallantry, that
they had mnde a good fight and that they
should not be humliliated; that we should
treat them chivalrously and not humill-
ate them by cheers, It was a gallant
speech, and we all felt It very deeply.
The Commodore made the same speech
about midnight of the same day when we
were ranging alongside the Towan, and wa
learned that Admiral Cervera and his of-
ficers were on board that ship, It after-
ward developed that Admiral Cervera
heard Commodore Schiey make the re-
mark, end he pppreciated It very much,
B0 we wers told.”

Commnander Harlow's Notes.
Major Murphy wag then excused and
Commander Harlow called, Captain Lem-
1y asked him about the coaling of the
ships of the flying squadron on May 5
and 2. He sald that on the 25th no one
would have attempted to coal ships, and

F that without experiencing trouble coal-

ing could not have been undertaken In
the forenoon of the 26th. The notes taken
by himself during the battle of July 3
he sald, gave the exact time consumed
by the Brooklyn in making its turn, but
showed that time to be less than 5
minutes. When nsked to state how long
& time elapsed after the Spanish wves-
acls came out of the harbor before they
turned to the westward, the witness sald
that the time was only such as would
have been consumed In going a few ship's
lengths.

In reply to a question from Captain
Lemly, the witness sald that he remem-
bered the incldent of Commodore Schiey's
transferring his flag from the Brooklyn
to tHe Massachusetts for thea purposs of
making a reconnolssance, the Vixen hav-
ing been used for that purpose., He had
seen the Commodors both golng and com-
ltns. and had spoken to him on his re-
urn,

“What, If anything, waa sald when re-
turning about the guns that were discov-
ered or developed?’

"“A remark wns made, I think, by my-
gelf, that at any rate we had developed
the bhatterles, The Commodore replied
‘That was what we went in for) A
remark was slso made by Commodore ]

-

o L) i

Schley abont a 1-inch disappearing car-
rlage gun which we did not belleve. We
found afterward that the disappeanng
carriage was there.”

4"What was the manner and bearing of
Commodora Sehley upon this oceasion.™

*"Commopdore Schley looked badly, and
as I would have suspected from a man
who probably had been up a great deal
at night and laboring under a great deal
of feellng of responsiblitty. From that
expression at the time he seemed o be
serlously affected by the situation as n
result of hir watching and feellng of re-
sponsibllity.”

Schley Wan %’orrled.

“Have you ever sald In regard to Lhis
matter that thera s no doubt about it
that Schley was worrying over the sil-
uation and afrald to take the responsi-
biliy

“1 sald that In my own private notes,
my diary, as my opinlon at the time'”

Mr. Raynor ¢alled attentlon to this an-
swer, and sald that the witness’ opinion
was not syidence,

Admira] Dewey—The questlon wis emi-
nently proper. The answer went a little
too far. Answer that question not from
your opinion

The witncss—Of course I shall have to
Hmit my reply to that by saying he looked
hadly.

|

The witness added that he did not know |

from what cause,

Describing the course of the Brookiys
during the battle of July 3, he sald:

“I saw the Brooklyn receiving almoast
the entlre fire of the twa leading ships,
with an occasional shot from the Colon,

I was in a positlon to see a fash and | ;

shortly afterwards the fall of the pro-
Jectile, and these showed that a large
proportion was about the Brooklyn. The
Colon evidently wix using smokeleas pow-
der and I was not able to tell so well
whera her shots fell”

The witness =ald he was satisfied that
the flre from the Brookiyn set the Viz-
caya on fire and causad her to run ashore,
There was no other American ahip within
range of the Viscaya at that time he
sald. The Marin Teresa was driven ashore
by the concentrated fire of all the ships
of the American fleet. The Oquendo was
50 far In the rear he could not estimate
what veasels caused her destruction.

The court asked; *““Were there any ves-
sels of our fleet between the Brooklyn and
the Spanish vessels at any time prior to
the turn made by the Brooklyn?'

“No, I should say there was not."

The witness also sald that he did nos
conalder that the Texas woas near enough
to the Brooklyn at the time of the loop

to render a collision Iable, and that he
thought the Vizcayn made an effort to
ram. Lieutenant Harlow wns then ex-
cnsed, and Captaln C, E. Clark, of the
Cregon, called.

Capianin Clark Called.

The large audience manifestel signs of
interest as the Captaln of the Oregon
proiched the witness stand. Admiral
Dewey, 23 he walked around to the end
of the table to administer the cath, smiled
broadly.

At tha request of Mr. Raynor, Captaln
Clark began a description of the battle of
July 3 as follows:

“When we discovered the Spanish
ships coming out our flest closed In at
once to attack them, each ship being
ordered to keep her head directly toward
the harbor cntrance. The Spaniands
turned to the westwarnl, breaking through
our line and c¢rosaing It and our ships
swung off to the westwnanrd In pursult
Both sidea opened fire promptly and fired
rapldly. Dense smoke soon obscured the
vessels, making it difffleult to distinguish
them.

“The Oregon ran between the Iowa and
Texas, the next ships Lo the westward
In pur line, and acon arfter we sighted
four Spanish ships shead, apparently un-
infjured at the timo. They had gained
s0 much: ground that I belleved they had
been successful In sttempting to escaps,
but it was soon evident we were gaining
at least on one of them, which afterwards
proved to be the Maria Teresa, the fag-

ship, and 1 thought we ahould bring her |

to close actlon, but might be exposed to
the concentrated fire of all the Bpunish
ships. Just then the smoke NMfted or
broke away to the left and I discovered
the Brooklyn. Bhe was well forward of
our port beam and broadside to the enc-
my's flest. Her course wos perhaps
little divergent from ours. because the
Oregon wis attempting to draw up on the
Teresa, But the Brooklyn and Oregon
malntaineéd thiz relative positlon, boaw
and quarter, approximately to the end of
the batile, the Brooklyn steaming straight
ahend as nearly as I could judge and en-
guging any and all of the Spanish ships,
the Oregon endeavoring to come to close
action with the sternmost one, and when

she was driven out of action and polnted |

to the bheach, then pushed on for the
next one ahoad and so on until the entire
fleet was driven ashore, burning or sink-
Ing."

Mr. Raynor—Did you get any zignals
from the Brooklyn on the day of the bat-
tle?

“YXes sir.”

“Can you recall what they wera™
Signals From the Brooklymn.
“0Of my own knowledge and remem-
brance the glgnals that Impressed them-
selves upon me at the time were ‘Follow
the flag. I had this repeated to the ves-
sels following, thinking that they might
not see the Brooklyn and might see ue
I remember another signnl, ‘One of my
compartments fllled with water” I r
ollect It because It perplexed me o little
I was fearful that the Brooklvn might

have to haul out of actlon and run in-
shore, and I concluded It was given o
me a8 2 warning In case shes did haul

out that I would be prepared to look out
for the chase alone, nnd not to pay any
attention to her, and that she would ook
out for herself. I al=o remember m =ig-
nal, because I did not understand it at
first, “The enemy's ship appears to have
been bullt in Italy,' to which I told the
signal officer to answer, ‘She will end on
the coast of Cuba.” I also remember a
signil, ‘Congratulations over the grand
victory, and thanks for your splendid ns-
sistance." There were other signals made
I have seen the lst of them, but these
aro the ones I recolloct that made any
Impression upon me at the time"™

“Can you tell me with how many ships
the Brooklyn was engaged when the
smoke lifted and you saw her on her
westward course?”

“SHhe must have been engaged with all |

four."

“Did you see the turn of the Brooklyn?"

“No, sir: I never saw the Brooklyn un
til I came out of the smoke.”

“How did the Brooklyn's flre appear to
you at that time?”

“I remember nothing about that. I re-
member aseing her. It made a deep !m
presalon upon me to find her thers, and
[ felt that we should mutually support
and sustaln each other. I felt that a
battle-ship wnas needed, nnd that we were
to be there together.”

“Did you see the Commodore on the
of the battle of July 17"

| tric.

“Yea '
“Will yon kindly state where and when |
you saw him?"”
“After the New York cnme up, after the

surrender of the Colon.”

“Was any conversdtion held between
you and the Commodore on board the New
York?"

Conversntion on the New York.

*“A Spanlsh battle-ship was reported by
Captain Easfon, of the Resolute. She had
arrived oft Santlagn, and [ think he sall
he had been pursued by her. The Ad-
miral did not seem to be Impressed by
that. It seemed Incredulous, but | re-

dny |

|
s
|
|
|

marked that it must be Camara’s fleet; |

that they had arrived there to form n
conjunction with Cervera's fleset, but had
arrived ®o late. The Admiral did not

assent. Finally he sald: "Well, Clark, you |

will have to go after that ship,' and be-
Beving as I did that there was reéally a
Spanish vessel there, [ sald: ‘Admiral, In
war, we ought to overpower an enemy If
possible. Why could nat the Brooklyn go
along?*

“Hé turned around and sald: ‘Certainly,
Schley, you go also,' I then feit that I
had perhaps assumed too much in speak-
Ing to an Admiral and suggesting that
a Commodore alto accompany me.

e ¥ N

tuorned to the Commodote and said: '‘Com-
modore, we have knocked out pseveral
vessels this morning. We e¢an knock out
another, can't we? He sald: *‘Curtainly
wea 'cin, Come on." He then started ¢
the slde and I started after him,
QoA was on Lhe other side. Wh
pressed me was hig chéery mannes
Toving of my having ment {
ing along, that he had no
me for mentioning It
rather approving in his mue
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