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LITTLEFIELD'S IRRELEVANCE.

It is difficult to see what such men as
Representative Littjefield hope to ac-

complish at this late day by hostile
criticism of the United States Supreme
Court's decision in the insular cases.
Nor is the difficulty in any way cleared
up by the full text, printed elsewhere
in this paper, of Mr. Littlefield's recent
address before the Denver session of
the American Bar Association. His
production may be oratory, for Llttle-- f

eld is accounted a "great orator," but
It wanders over the field of .insular con-
troversy more widely and violently than
did the Supreme Court Itself, and when
all is said and done it comes to noth
ing. It neither answers the decision i

nor suggests any procedure in the way
of amelioration.

Some of the orator's complaints are
trivial, and bespeak a captious spirit
Hp must know that some of Marshall's
utterances point one way and some an-
other, for the greatest of our Chief
Justices was intensely practical. It is
therefore nothing but special pleading
to select the one ruling in Cross vs.
Harrison as the great Marshall doctrine
which the recent decision contravenes.
Cross vs. Harrison must be interpreted
along with other decisions, and the the-
ory of the Government, including its
view of that decision, has been sus-

tained by the Supreme Court. The
same defect inheres in his complaining
references to the views enunciated by
the several Justices concerning the po-

litical effects of a decision adverse to
the Government. Mr. Littlefield him-
self says that the decision involves
"fundamental constitutional questions
of more vital and transcendent import-
ance than any hitherto determined,"
and his own argument goes far afield
in the realm of political expediency.
His complaint that the Supreme Court
considered the question in these broad
aspects of its effect is captious. Just
that they should have done-Whatev-

Mr. Xiittlefield once was,
we take it he now desires to be account-
ed an expansionist. He wants the Re-
public to "achieve a splendid destiny,
conquering and to conquer, enlarging
its borders, and disseminating the
"blessings of its civilization." He does
rot seem to see that the whole tenor of
lis argument is opposed to this concep-
tion, because it contravenes the essen-

tial point in the decision, which is that
the United States, like any other power,
and unrestrained of the Constitution,
has the inherent right, belonging to

'vereignty, of acquiring and holding
territory, and that the manner of de
tail in which that territory is held and
administered is a political question for
Congress. As he is out of sympathy
with the decision, so also he is superfi-
cial in his view of the facts, for sum-
mary statehood for the Philippine
tribes is of all things the most unnec-
essary and unwise proceeding, in the
eyes of practical statesmanship a fact
Mr. Littlefield goes out of his way to
support in his characterization of the
Filipino as inferior to the negro.

In the eyes of the decision's hostile
critics, it is a subject for regret if not
reproach that the members of the Su-p- ri

me Court manifested such divergent
views and that the majority decision
was reached over widely different
paths. Mr. Littlefield, for example,
Viishes the Justices had all thought
alike. Then, he thinks, he would have
been satisfied. But as a matter of fact
does this differenoe in detail but agree-
ment on the main point constitute
weakness or strength? "Would not the
ar.lls be far more incensed with a de-

cision cast uniformly by the variant
minds of the Supreme Court in one
groove? If the conclusion forced itself
from so great a variety of premises, is
it quite just to complain because they
didn't all think precisely alike?

BASIS OP AMERICAN CONFIDENCE.
Nothing could more clearly prove

that the race is not always to the swift
than the trials between Columbia and
Constitution, the old and new cup de-

fenders, which thus far have utterly
failed to establish the relative speed
of the two boats. In the trials in the
Solent between the two Shamrocks the
results were very similar, although Sir
Thomas Upton has finally decided that
his new yacht is a considerably better
boat than the one which went down in
defeat before Columbia, If the winds
blew always at the same rate of speed.
If it were possible for a captain and
crew always to get the very best out of
a boat, and if accidents were unknown,
it would be an easy matter to deter-
mine which of the two American yachts
is the better qualified to defend Amer-
ica's cup, but so near has the limit of

speed been reached under present
methods of construction and Tigging-tha- t

it may he necessary to intrust the
race to one or the other boat without
any absolute knowledge as to which is
the more worthy.

Though British yachtsmen are, as
usual, cocksure of a victory, it is a
tolerably safe guess that the cup will
not be poorly defended either by the
new boat or the old. v Races of former
years have demonstrated pretty clearly
that the Americans are the better sail-
ors, and the difference between Sham-
rocks I and H is not so great as that
between Shamrock I and Columbia, a3
shown by the races of two years ago.
And so, while the kind of a breeze
which shall blow when the cup races
are mailed may cause the Americans to
wish, whatever be their choice of a
defender, that they had selected the
other boat, they will have little fear
that it will be necessary another year
to send a challenger to England to bring
back the cup.

AX OBSTACLE TO GROWTH.
Commissioner Hermann Is quoted as

saying that the General Government
has no complaint against Jesse Carr for
fencing in 80,000 acres of Oregon and
California land. The only grievance,
he says, is from the adjoining settlers,
including stockmen. Without exploit-
ing the humorous possibilities of this
naive utterance, it will be sufficient to
point out that the Commissioner's as-

sertion affords strong evidence of the
pressure of population upon the Im-

mense private reserves of this state. A
similar order of affairs exists in Texas,
as is detailed in a descriptive letter
from there,, printed in the Los Angeles
Times.

The territory of Oklahoma, through
the operation of the homestead law and
the limitation of Individual land- -

holdings to comparatively small
areas, has in about ten years
acquired as large a population,
per square mile, as Texas has ac-

quired in considerably more than half
a century under the handicap of large
holdings. The letter in the Times de-

scribes a single great ranch covering
nearly 1,500,000 acres and owned by a
single woman, the widow of Richard
King, a former steamboat captain and
general speculator. The land lies In
the extreme southern part of Texas, be-

tween Corpus Chrlsti and Brownsville,
and Includes a large portion of the
three counties of Nueces, Cameron and
Hidalgo. It is all inclosed by a wire
fence. One can travel ninety miles in
a straight line without crossing the
boundary. The ranch is about as large
as the State of Delaware and nearly
twice as large as Rhode Island. Within
its boundaries, which include a number
of villages, Mrs. King reigns as an ab
solute monarch, state or local laws
having little influence, apparently, in
influencing conduct or settling dis-

putes. By her control over her ten-
antry, she is "boss" of a Congressional
district, of three counties and of several
municipalities, including the cities of
Corpus Christ! and Brownsville.
It Is easy to see what possibilities an

estate of this sort possesses in the way
of obstructing development, and it ap-

pears that the Kings have utilized them
to the utmost. It was Captain King's
ambition, as it remains that of his
widow, to possess and establish, if pos-
sible, so that it could not be divided,
"the biggest ranch in America," and,
the present owner is said to be confi
dent that she has so arranged matters
that it cannot be broken up for two
generations at least. The land is al-

most wholly devoted to cattle-raisin- g,

the entire energies of the estate being
placed in opposition to the incoming of
"railroads, farmers or any other forces
of a disintegrating character." But for
this it could be made one of the most
magnificent garden spots in the world.
For. although the rainfall is slight and
unreliable, and the soil looks sandy,
it is throughout by a
sheet of fresh water, causing a luxuri-
ant growth of vegetation. It would
easily support in prosperity, with far
less labor than is required on most Ore-

gon lands, a population of 50,000. souls.
But under the restrictions imposed by
its presence, the total population of the
three counties across which it stretches

occupying about one-four- th of their
area not counting the two cities
named, has been held down to 21,101;
the increase in twenty years having
been insignificant

There is little need to point out the
application of this Texas story to Ore-
gon. We have Captain Kings among
us in menacing number. The growth
of population presses not only upon
Jesse Carr's fence; but in every part
of the state upon range preserves and
needlessly large farms. One cattle firm
is said to hold 14,500,000 acres of land
for grazing in California and Oregon,
.mostly in Oregon. In Malheur and
Harney Counties three or four firms
control nearly all the eligible land. In
the Willamette Valley there are many
farms of 1400 and 1500 acres each which
would be far more productive and sup-
port much greater populations if
broken up into many a "little farm
well tilled." In the John Day Valley
those who are resisting the country's
development are those who hold vast
tracts for ranges and don't want it
broken up for small settlers. Here is
one reason why Oregon does not grow
as rapidly as some other states, not
only in agriculture, but in manufac-
tures and trade and in everything that
goes along with increasing population.

INIMICAL TO HISTORY.
The reprimand administered to "Rear-Admir- al

Evans for his criticisms upon
Chandler is almost uni-

versally condemned by naval officers as
a blow at free speech and the truth of
history When a man quits office he
becomes a historical character and he
is entitled to no more Immunity from
criticism in general literature than
other members of that class.

The new rule established by the
Evans incident will prevent officers
who have made the naval history of
their time from writing with absolute
frankness about the great events of
their career, and this means of course
the loss of a great deal of most valua-
ble historical material. An officer who
desires to speak plainly concerning a
former Secretary cannot attack his vic-

tim before death or after death, for to
attack the living man or even his mem-
ory falls within the scope of official
rebuke to Rear-Admir- al Evans. The
only tiling an officer can do is to put his
facts and his comments into the form
of a memoir to be published after his
own death.

It is fortunate that this new rule
was not promulgated at the close of the
Civil War, for in that event men like
Admiral D. D. Porter would have been
compelled to speak with absolute amia
bility of the administration of Secre- -
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Porter hated most cordially because
Welles tried to prevent his succession
to the head of the Navy, after the
death of Admiral Farragut, by send-
ing President Grant a. private letter
written to Welles in depreciation of
Grant. Secretary Welles was a good
hater and a keen fighter, and able to
take care of himself in a controversy
with Porter, but the Evans rule would
nave sealed Porter's lips.

THEN AND NOW.
Admiral George Dewey is not the first

and he will certainly not be the last
man to discover that, while popular-
ity may be easily won, It is, like money
easily obtained, soon parted with.
When Admiral Dewey destroyed the
Spanish fleet he could have been a for-
midable candidate for the Presidency
had he at once authorized his friends
and admirers to announce his candi-
dacy, but he put his foot down firmly
upon this suggestion, and lost his "p-
olitical opportunity. When he came
home from Manila he was still the pop-
ular hero of his country. Both parties
vied with each other in paying him ex-

travagant honors. Had he kept his
head moored to saving common sense
he would today be a popular hero, and
would have been as reverently regarded
as Farragut was all his days. But he
was weak enough to do and say some
things that disenchanted the American
people, and then he committed the
blunder or" trying to obtain the prize of
the Presidential nomination when it
was clear to everybody but Admiral
Dewey that he had lost his opportunity
if he ever had one. The moment the
people began to suspect that Admiral
Dewey was. 'like the. great Admiral
Nelson, a good deal of a fool anywhere
but on the quarter-dec- k, they "had no
further use for him, and have been
clubbing themselves ever since for their
hasty assumption that a very gallant
sailor possesses the qualities of which
statesmen are made.

, Admiral Dewey has recently been re-

minded of his.' lost .popularity, even in
hfs native State of Vermont, which fair-
ly burst wide open with enthusiasm
over its favorite son in 1S9S to such an
extent that the prospectus of an insur-
ance company" included the announce-
ment that its president was "the
brother of the hero of Manila Bay."
But today Admiral Dewey, when he
thinks of Vermont, murmurs "Et tu
Brute," for he seems to have been ut-
terly forgotten by Vermont in its re-

cent "old home week" celebration. No-

where in the reports do we find any
mention of the presence of the once
famous commander. His state, how
ever, is not without its hero, for Cap-

tain Clark, of the Oregon, was in Ver-
mont during "old home week," and re-

ceived a hearty welcome wherever he
went Captain Clark was worthy of
his honors, for the splendid work, of
the commander of the Oregon vbvthat
wonderful trip around Cape Horn and
his surpassing efficiency in the sea
fight before Santiago is worthy of rec-
ognition not only by the people of his
state, but by the National Govern-
ment. "Always ready" .was the motto
of the Oregon, its crew and its captain
during the journey of 14,000 miles and
the weeks of blockade duty that fol- -

r lowed. Congress will fail of its duty
if it does not provide suitable recogni-
tion and reward for gallant Captain
Clark, who kept his ship and crew In
such condition that the Oregon was
able to contribute more to the anni-
hilation of the Spanish squadron than
any other single vessel in Admiral
Sampson's command.

The lesson of Admiral Dewey's com-
parative . obscurity today compared
with the popularity of Captain Clark is
not without value. It is a reminder
that the American people, while un
duly given to gush on small provoca-
tion, are a people of hard common
sense at bottom, a people capable of

.sober second thought Admiral Dewey
the morning after the battle of Manila
Bay had won quite as much fame as
fell to General Taylor through his vic-
tory of Buena Vista. If Admiral .Dewey
had been a shrewd man of sound com-
mon sense, like "Old Zack," he would
have carefully nursed his sudden pop
ularity and never have forgotten that,
while the American people do not ex-

pect unimpeachable wisdom or large
learning and culture of their pet mili-
tary or naval hero, they will not toler-
ate anything that looks like weakness.
Justly or unjustly, the public became
persuaded that Admiral Dewey off his
quarter-dec- k was a weak man, and
from that hour he has ceased to be a
popular hero. If Admiral Dewey had
merely behaved awkwardly on land,
like a swan out of its native element;
if he had only made some blunder in
political statement, as did General Han-
cock, it would not have cost him an
admirer, but the weakness he exhibited
was of the sort that is "hot consistent
with that all-rou- strength of mind
that is necessary to a man who admin-
isters high civic responsibilities.
. The morning after Manila Bay
Dewey, like Taylor the morning after
Buena Vista, was a possible President.
Taylor had no learning, no culture,
could not make a speech, but he was a
man of native strength of character,
while Dewey soon showed that he was
only fit to command and navigate a
ship; he was, like Lord Nelson, a very
gallant sailor, who could not on land
command himself. Greater men than
he have "gone up like the rocket and
come down like the stick"; men like
Aaron Burr, but Burr was never ac-

cused of weakness of character; he per-
ished in a battle of giants, where Ham-
ilton and Jefferson, natural enemies,-becam- e

allies for the moment to over-
throw him. No man in American his-
tory ever obtained enthusiastic popu-
larity so quickly as Dewey and no

i man ever lost - it in so snort a
time. It is easy to accuse the
American "people of fickleness, but
the American people stood to the
last by Jackson, with all his infirmities
of temper and shortcomings in states-
manship, because, right or wrong, he
never was suspected of weakness of
character.

MARKET IX THE ORIENT.
"There is an enormous trade awaiting

development in China and other Asiatic
countries." So says Mr. J. J. Hill, of
the Great Northern Railway, and his
opinion is backed by statements, and
figures that appeal to the judgment of
business men generally as reasonable,
if not conclusive. The people are there,
millions strong. Western products,
both of agriculture and manufactures,
appeal to them, when properly intro-
duced, In due time as desirable. To
cater to the Oriental market requires
good sense, good judgment and busi-
ness enterprise. "To capture our share
of the business," says Mr. Hill, speak
ing in a National sense, "we shalL have
to deliver goods to them more cheaply

tary ofthe Navy Gideon Welles," whom J than anybody has done in the past I

We must market our goods more
cheaply than merchants of other na-

tions; to build up the trade in interior
points of Asia we must reach a level
of prices much lower than has ever be-

fore been attained."
The effort, stated in other words,

must be to give a people whose earn-
ings are small cheap food and cloth-
ing; furthermore, to give them suit-

able food and clothing, en the basis of
difference in climate, modes of life and

hhabits that are a part of them. Manu
facturers must see to it that the light-
weight goods required In tropical and
semi-tropic- al regions are not flimsy and
weak in wearing qualities; that in col-

ors the artistic will not be sacrificed
to the incongruous and the gaudy; that
the tastes of the people, even if from
the Western viewpoint barbaric, are
respected. In foods it is not necessary
to displace rice with wheaten products,
but to supplement It with these, which
must be excellent in their kind. Final-
ly, the transportation problem must
be reduced, so to speak, to its lowest
terms by systematic arrangementsthat
it will require specially built ships to
carry out, auxiliary, it may be added,
to special railway facilities looking to
the same purpose.

The cost of production and of deliv-
ery figures together in this problem.
If the first cannot be lessened, the last
must be, and this, according to . Mr.
Hill's idea, can be done by applying
to ocean freights the same principle
that has been found successful in low-

ering railroad freights that based
upon the ability to carry large quanti-
ties at? once.

At the annual meeting of the Man-

chester Ship Canal Company Mr. Mar-

shall Stevens, formerly manager of the
company, attempted to read a state-
ment criticising the management. His
early sentences were punctuated with
cries of "Sit down!" "Put him out!"
"Don't listen to him!" The chairman
hoped he would be heard, but a voice
called out, "We don't want' to hear
him." The chairman insisted that Mr.
Stevens be heard, and he read for some
time, when a stockholder got up and
moved with very great pleasure that
he be listened to no longer. The vote
was not far from a tie, and the chair-
man gave Mr. SteVens the floor until
he made a statement that offended the
chairman, who said: "Mr. Stevens has
made a statement that is not true, and
that is not relevant to the resolution.
I therefore ask him to sit down." Mr.
Stevens attempted to go on, but now
he had the chairman against him, and
it was no use; he had to give up. One
of the stockholders got the floor and
said: "I think you will all agree with
me that we have suffered enough from
that man," pointing to Mr. Stevens,
"and that we heartily rejoice that we
have got rid of him" His further ex-

pressions of opinion of Mr. Stevens were
Interrupted by the chairman, who ruled
that the former manager was not the
question before the meeting. The New
York Journal of Commerce suggests
that if this meeting had occurred in the
United States the Saturday Review
would have made it the text for some
acrid comments on manners in the
United States

The general council of the American
Bar Association, recently in session at
Denver, decided that women are not eli-

gible for membership in the associa-
tion. A test case was brought by Mrs.
Jane B. Ott, of Iowa, who made applica-
tion for membership and was refused
admission upon constitutional grounds.
Of course, there Is but one thing to do
In the premises revise the constitution
of the association to meet this demand.
This, It was decided to do, and the mat-
ter went over a year under the rules,
at which time an amendment to the
constitution making women eligible
will be presented. Professional and
labor organizations generally have had
to meet this question, and those that
have resisted what they deemed an un-

warrantable demand have made a
fruitless struggle, engendering more or
less bitterness and ill will. Whatever
motives good men may have for oppos-
ing the entrance of women into the pro-

fessions and trades, it is charged that
they are ruled by prejudice, intolerance
and the spirit of injustice, and, being
brought to book upon these charges the
more prudent among them generally
yield the contested point and let events
take their cauise unhindered. The
question has been fought all along the
line, from the demand for higher edu-
cation for woman to their admission
into church conferences, medical asso-

ciations. typographical unions and
other professions, trades and vocations
wherein women compete with men for
work whereby to live. Battles on this
fighting line are, in the main, over, but
skirmishes looking to capitulation are
not infrequent The Denver incident is
the latest, but it would be rash to say
that 'it is the last of these intellectual
and industrial Bkirmishes.

Citizens of Archbold, Fulton County,
Ohio, having resolved that no colored
man should be a resident of their town,
proceeded to carry their resolution into
effect by stoning a young colored man
and driving him to seek protection
from the Deputy United States Mar-
shal by whom he was referred to Attor-

ney-General Sheets, who directed
him to demand protection from the
Sheriff of Fulton County. The young
negro said that he had already done
that, but that protection had been re-

fused, the Sheriff stating that nothing
could be done. The colored man should
have appealed to Governor Nash, who
has the power to remove the Sheriff
from office. Governor Nash will not
hesitate to remove the Sheriff, for there
are 25,000 negro votes in Ohio, which
the Republican party cannot afford to
alienate with a close state election near
at hand. This exhibition of colorpho-bl- a

took place in Ohio, not In Missis-
sippi. The Attorney-Gener- al has the
power to arrest and prosecute the lead-
ers of the Archbold aristocracy of skin.

Here Is what The Oregonian said not
long ago:

If the Democratic party puts the tariff for-
ward, and Bryanism, with its socialistic ten-
dencies, in the background, it will have a
large popular strength at tho "West, which Is
disgusted with the tariff.

And this is, what the Chattanooga
Times observes In reply:

Tho Oregonian will observe that it is Just
a bit tardy In making its suggestions. Demo-
crats have been speaking out with great spon-
taneity for some time along the lines Indi-

cated in this quotation.

Which shows that the Times has
formed its conclusion from Inadequate
evidence. The Oregonian has been say-
ing that same thing lo, these many
years. When a new-foun- d friend im-

putes a new tariff doctrine to The Ore-
gonian, as an indication of changing
Republican sentiment, he should be

TIMELY THOUGHTS ON BRYAN.

Brooklyn Eagle.
Many acres of- - oil lands In Wyoming,

have just changed hands. Pending the
arrival of new machinery, which is to
be secured at once, the new owner will
use the drills now on the ground. Mean-

while he will look for gushers. This would
be regarded as a commonplace announce-
ment but for the fact that the new owner
and the editor of the Commoner are
one and the same person, according to
the Sun. Towne Is In oil. Hogg and
Bailey are a few laps ahead of him, but
he has 'the speed of a sprinter and will
soon be In their company. Jones Is part
proprietor of a cotton compressing con-

trivance, which Is a de-

vice and which promises to enrich its
owners. Other mortal enemies of the oc-

topus are grabbing a tentacle here and
there, not for the purpose of. severing
it from the trunk they have no such
malevolent design. On the contrary, they
are with considerable agility climbing
aboard the commercial band wagon. It
is, of course, possible that the search for
Wyoming gushers will be successful.
Bryan may strike It rich. In that event
his name will be added to the list of
magnates. It is even possible that he
will become an oil king, In which event
he will supplement the list of plutocrats.
This will cause him to breathe the spirit
of what he calls commercialism, the

spirit of what he says is now debauching
the South. After that the deluge.

It is only a few weeks since the
of the Democratic National

Committee said: "We are not yet will-
ing to admit that we are wrong, much
less undemocratic upon any position we
assumed." Of course not. The Com
moner printed and Indorsed his speech,
Incidentally paying a tribute to the ac-
knowledged ability of the speaker. Those
who are not wrong are right Those who
are right have nothing to repudiate, noth-
ing to withdraw, nothing to take back.
This means that, according to Stone and
according to the Commoner, monopolies
are still a curse to the country. It means
that free silver Is essential to the Nation's
welfare and that those who block the
tracks over which the United States
mails are carried have a right to estab-
lish and maintain the blockade. It means
that come what may, the cat will mew
and the dog will have his day. But it
does not seem to mean that the monster
hunter may not on his own account be-

come a monster creator. The Standard
Oil Company has gushers, by, so to
speak, the million. They enable it to
declare dividends by the million. Equipped
with a few gushers of his own, Bryan
may become one of the feeders of the
octopus. That Is to say, some of the
money of the monster may find Its way
to Lincoln. It is notorious that the oil
trust sucks the life blood of the people-Br-yan

has said so. Would he let his
gushers run to waste on that account?
Scarcely.

The Silver Republicans of Nebraska
have disbanded. Tho Jacksonian Club
of Omaha has pulled down the Bryan
flag. In three or four commonwealths
Democratic conventions have been held
with never a syllable on the subject of
the peerless leader, except in a single
instance, when he was treated with the
reverenco reserved for the dead. There
Is nothing mysterious In this. When there
is good and sufficient reason for deser-
tions they usually develop into an epi-
demic. While nothing succeeds like suc-
cess, nothing falls like failure. Since
Bryan said In Chicago that the country
would go from bad to worse in. the event
of his defeat, it has gone from good to
better. It has taken commercial com
mand. The five-ye- Interval will figure
in history as one of remarkable achieve-
ment. Never were statistics crowded
with such figures. They almost defy
comprehension. Not one of the Nebras-kan- 's

as'sociate prophets of disaster ven-
tures to recall a sinister prediction lest
he become a laughing stock. And yet not
one of the howlers has had the frankr
ness to admit that mistakes were
made either at Chicago or Kansas City.
This is not fatuity. It is not inability to
realize the significance of what has
happened since. It is want of conscience
and of true courage. Towne says it would
be suicide to keep free silver at the
front, but hev would have been held in
higher esteem had he accompanied this
statement by the admission that the
doctrine began In lunacy. He was not
brave enough to say It.

As a prospector, the Eagle hopes Mr.
Bryan will be successful. Some of his
gushers will be inexhaustible if they be-
gin to resemble gushing of another sort.
They will enrich him beyond the dreams
of avarice If they are prodlcal enough
to hold comparison with gushing about
the common people, by which he meant
the unfortunates who have not struck
It rich In either Wyoming or elsewhere.
He calls them the industrious, the in-

telligent, the patriotic element of our
population, the producers of the Nation's
wealth in time of war and the fighters
of the Nation's battles in time of peace.
He calls them the self-relia- nt and the
independent, excluding from this cate-
gory the poor who "fawn, before a pluto-
crat and who have no higher ambition
tnaan to Decome a courtier and a syco-
phant." Also tho rich are excluded from
the gushing inventory. They are neither
industrious nor patriotic. They produce
none of the Nation's wealth in time of
peace and fight none of its battles in time
of war. They are neither self-relia- nt

nor Independent. This can hardly be
surpassed by any spouter worked by
drills upon the ground or by new ma-
chinery. The irony of it Is that the rich
work at least as hard as the poor, if not
a little harder, and that some of the rich
fought as well as some of the poor at
Santiago. The libel of it is that the rich
are as likely to display patroitism as
the poor. Finally, the comedy of it allmay be in the realization of Bryan's
hopes. He might make a million in Wy-
oming. Moreover, he might keep it So
runs the world away.

Effect In Luzon.
General J. H. Smith, U. S. A., command-

ing the second district in the Department
of Northern Luzon, in his annual report
says of the disastrous effect wrought by
dosing the post exchange in thai dis-
trict:

Tho closing of the post exchange canteens
has been followed by a rush on the part of
Americans and natives to open additional sa-
loons in towns occupied by troops. This
threatens to becomo a nuisance and a menace
to the discipline and health of tho command.
So long as tho military commanders exercised
control in the towns, tho matter could be
regulated by them, but now tho municipal gov-
ernments are quite Independent of such super-
vision the question requires tho consideration
of superior authority. Without tho soldier
trade these places could not keep open their
doo.rs a day, and it would seem that they
should be regulated exclusively in the Interest
of the soldier and military discipline.

When Bosoefl Fall Out.
Kansas City Star.

One of the hopeful political signs in tho
East is the friction between Boss Piatt
and Boss Quay, caused by the treatment
of Quay by Piatt when he thought the
former was "down and out." Piatt is said
to be committed to Governor Odell as a
Presidential candidate, so Quay announces
thafi he is for Roosevelt. Assuming that
these bosses are still able to control their
respective states in National conventions,
It is better that they should be divided
than that they should be united, as they
have been in times past, for their personal
and questionable ends.

e

The Unprotected Farmer.
Philadelphia Ledger.

There is neither bounty on exports nor
duty on imports of grain to protect the
farmers of the United States agalnsfi for-
eign competition; nevertheless, the Agri-
cultural Department expects them to sell
$175,000,000 worth of flour and wheat to
other countries this year, and to get 66

cents a bushel for their product on the
farm. Evidently the absence of tariff pro-
tection has not ruined the American
farmer.

CUBAN ANNEXATION.

St. Paul Pioneer Press.
The Merchants' Union of Havana hav-

ing discovered that without such reci-

procity arrangements with the United
States as will practically amount to free
trade between our country and Cuba
the agriculture and commerce of the isl-

and will languish, declares that as an al-

ternative to such reciprocity, the Island
should ask for annexation to the United
States. Nor Is this influential body of
merchants alone In its leaning toward an-

nexation. Practically all the mercantile
and Industrial Interests of Cuba are now
awake to the fact that the Island's com-

mercial advancement depends upon the
establishment of closer relations with
the United States. Says the New York
Times:

The producers and capitalists and active
business men of Cuba are annexationists al-

most to a man. They can easily get up an
annexation propaganda that might lead to
the formation of a strong party demanding
tho transfer of the sovereignty of tho island
to the United States If that party should
come into power and In the name of the peo-

ple of Cuba propose annexation to the Gov-

ernment u "Washington, no Administration
and no Congress would have the hardihood to
defy American public opinion by declining
the offer. The opportunity to take peace-
able possession of that rich island which wo
have for half a century wished to make our
own would instantly be availed of by any Ad-
ministration in its senses. That would estab-
lish free trade with Cuba.

Whereupon the Omaha Bee a good
newspaper gone wrong upon the question
of expansion comments as follows:

There has been very little expression of
public opinion in this country favorable to an-

nexation, and sc far as can be judged the
question, if it were to bo now submitted to a
vote of our people, would have a majority
against annexation. "We also doubt tho cor-

rectness of the assumption of the New York
Times that if a Cuban party should come into
lower and propose annexation no Administra
tion and no Congress would decline the offer.
Wo should expect such an offer to be declined
by tho present Administration, in the interest
of tho American industries which annexation
would destroy, unless it were known beyond
question to have an overwhelming popular
support.

The Times Is right and the Bee is
wrong. The public sentiment of America
Is as strong for annexation (If Cuba shall
ask It) as It was In the case of California
or Texas. That the popular feeling has
found very little expression is due to a
generous desire to allow Cuba a free hand
in the matter and to avoid any appear-
ance of compulsion. Practically the only
live opposition to annexation comes from
tho comparatively small number of peo
ple Identified with present American
sugar and tobacco Interests. The posi-
tion of these few people would certainly
be a hard one If compelled suddenly to
face the competition of Cuban products,
which annexation would make also
"American." But the problem Involved
is certainly not one impossible of solution
by some compensatory action on the part
of Congress. And If seventy-si- x millions
of Americans can, through annexation,
get sugar and better cigars at
lower prices, they should not be thwarted
in the interest of less than 100.COO sugar
and tobacco men who now demand that
Cuba bo barred out of the Union. Not
the boldest of Democratic leaders would
dare enter a campaign upon a platform
favoring the exclusion of Cuba, should
Cuba come forward with a plea for an-
nexation. And a Republican Administra-
tion which should oppose such a plea
would be swept from power by a current
of annexation sentiment, which, If It Is
not noisy, has the depth and power of a
more than Amazonian current

Mr. DnvlM Story.
Brooklyn Eagle.

Something too much has been aaid by
literal people as to the employment of a
drunkard as a central figure by Richard
Harding Davis for a story in one of the
recent Issue of a magazine. This toper
strangely finds himself in the whirl of
the Spanish War, and, as he is at tho
moment a tug hand, he had no chance
to becomo Intoxicated. The regular rep-

resentative of the Consolidated Press Is
lying dead to the world while the fight
is going on, for he, too, is a drunkard,
prunkard No. 1, being momentarily
effective, constructs a brilliant story of
the engagement and sends it off, beating
all the other papers and getting himself
covered with glory. The critics and ob-
jectors charge that Mr. Davis was will-
fully misrepresenting the Associated
press, whereas he probably never gave
the name a thought It was a newspaper
story, hence there had to be a color of a
press association and a reason for the
presence of reporters. It was a well- -
constructed tale, moving with abundant
spirit, and contained some bright word
painting. We can afford to overlook the
reference to a Consolidated Press.

Where Mr. Davis was in error wa9 In
representing drunkards at an important
post. Newspapers do not employ tipplers.
Tipplers cannot do the ordinary work that
Is required about town, and as to work
of vital moment at a distance from the
city, none of them would have the ghost
of a chance for such an appointment.
That either a newspaper or an associa-
tion of newspapers should have sent to
Cuba a man who was addicted to drink
ing himself into a state of blindness, and
who was, therefore, likely to fall at the
Important hour, is not to be supposed for
an Instant. Still, Mr. Davis Is not to be
charged with Intended disloyalty to his
trade. He continues to be a newspaper
man, and he knows that there are respect-
able persons In the Journalistic calling.
He acted on Impulse. A good story sug-
gested Itself. He did not analyze it, but
wrote It with his usual Impulse. It makes
a good story, as such, but It does not make
so good an Instance of judgment.

Popular Only In Mnine.
Chicago News.

Senator Frye Is understood to be fixing
up his ship subsidy bill, ready for Intro-
duction in Congress once more. That
brand of sCatesmanshlp which consists In
trying to give away public funds to some-
body who is too proud to work for a liv-
ing may be greatly admired In Maine, but
it is found rather nauseating in more en-
lightened settlements.

Wanted.
St Paul Pioneer Press.

Wanted Occupation for a first-cla- ss

orator, well up on free silver, imperialism,
crosses of gold, and other once popular
topics. One-nig- ht engagements not re-

fused. Address, W. J. B., Commoner of-
fice, Lincoln, Neb.

Ninety and Nine.
Anon.

Thoro aro ninety and nine that live and die
In want and hunger cold.

That one may revel in luxury
And be lapped in lt3 silken fold;

Tho ninety and nine in their hovels bore,
The one in a palace with riches rare.

They toil in tho fields, tho ninety and nine,
For tho fruits of our mother earth;

They dig and delve In the dusty mine
And bring her treasures forth;

And the wealth released by their sturdy
blows

" To the hands of one forever flows.

From the sweat of their brows the desert
"

blooms,
The forest before them fails,

Their labor has bullded humble homes
And cities with lofty halls;

And tho one owns cities and homes and
lands.

And the ninety and nine have empty hands.

Dear God! how long will their wrongs be
dumb?

How long the hopeless strife
Era the hearts that die and the souls be-

numbed
Shall quicken In new born life?

And the empty hands that toll from birth
Be clasped in a band that spans the earth.

Ero the night, so dreary and dark and Ions.
Shall that glorious morning bring,
'hen over the world the vlctor'3 song
Of tho ninety and nine shall rg.

And echo afar, from zona to zone,
"Rejoice, for labor shall have Its ownl"

NOTE AND COMMENT.

It is hardly a test of a gun to fire it at
a targetf that doesn't shoot back.

If any Oregon town wants to becomo
famous, let It decide not to hold a street
fair.

It is a poor Central or South American
Republic that can't get up a revolution
these days.

Any further rise In the price of potatoes
will largely Increase the business ef the
safe deposit vaults.

Reverting to a time-honor- subject, wo
have to report that the woathar Is abso-
lutely above reproach.

After all. a Tom show" without blood-
hounds Is a good deal like "Hamlet"
minus the name part.

The transport Warren, which Is to carry
a cargo of teachers to Manila, may now
be classed as a schoolshlp.

Cervera's loving-cu- p will enable him to
prove that It is better to have loved and
lost than never to have loved at all.

If the proposed bicycle soldiery 13 com-

posed exclusively of scorchers, it ought
to be the most deadly corps In the Army.

In rhe Continental political game it la
pretty certain that the Kaiser and Presi-
dent Loubet will "see" the Czar when ho
"calls."

Judging from the news from the South
they are beginning to elect men to tho
office of Sheriff In that section of tho
country.

The Paris police are watching the an-

archists. Fondness for fireworks. It would
appear, is not a characteristic only oi
the Americans.

It was 112 degrees in the shade Monday
at Lawton. O. T. The town appears to bo
qualified for the official residence of hiy
satanic majesty.

Six or seven thousand people want to
get away from Nome. If tho truth wero
known Tacoma could make this record
look like a back number,

f
The Fair estate inventoried, at $17,000,000,

and the attorneys got only one-thir- ty

fourth of It Were they In business foe
their health, or merely stupid?

Nothing changes front so quickly as a
mob. especially when a Sheriff who would
a little rather shoot than not happens to
bo facing It

Earl Russell's name has been stricken
from the list of Berkshire magistrates,
and yet a magistrate's duty I3 to marry
as often as he Is requested to.

It Is reported that London butchera aro
serving horse meat to their patrons. Tho
services of the mule to the United King-
dom are such as to Insure him immunity
from this sort of thing. Besides, he la
too tough.

Thomas C. Platft and Whitelaw Reld ara
said to havo burled the hatchet after
nearly 10 years of political quarreling.
Senator Piatt is quoted as aaylng: "Mr.
Reld and I are on the most friendly terms.
He concluded some time ago that he
wished to be a friend to me. and I con-

cluded that I desired to be a friend to
him." The friction between Piatt and
Reld began before the Republican Na-

tional Convention In fS92, when Reld.
through the Tribune, kept up a persist-

ent warefure upon Senator Piatt and hla
friends. The Senator in return thwarted
Reid's ambition to go back to Paris as
Ambassador to France, and to London as
Ambassador to England, and told his
friends that he would opposo Reld In hia
ambitions as long as he lived.

Oh, we all have heard of the terrible Turk
With his seven dozen wives.

With bis surly growl and his savago scowl
And tis belt stuck full of knives;

Wo tremble in fear when we hear hl3,namc4
And read of his bloody crimes.

For ho Is a gent of foul, foul intent.
Tho scourge of these modern times

Surrounded by cruel soldiery.
Kquippcd with swords and spears.

He sits alone on his gloomy throno
The moiaioh the whole world fears

The news of the evil deed ho does.
Around the world is spread.

And the reader pales at the awful taleSL.
Of the bucKets of blood he's shed.

His army Is fierce and powerful.
Ills navy is great and strong.

And dire woe to the foolish foe
Who thinks it can do him wrong.

His anger is black and storn to see.
He boasts cf his marvellous might.

And he's wondrous brave in all matters SOT9

That you cannot make him fight.

One of the most Interesting men in Con-

gress is Senator Pettus. of Alabama. Ho
Is generally known a3 "Grandpa" Pettus,
being SO years old. His life has been an
active and eventful one. He was a Lieu-
tenant In the Mexican War and a. Brigadier--

General In the Confederate Army.
When he was about 73 years of age ho
took It Into his head that! he would Ilka
to be Judge of the Federal Court, and
modestly applied for the job. (Mr. Pugh,
of Alabama, who was then Senator, de-

clined to indorso his application, on tho
ground that he was too old. Ho was a
year Pugh's senior. "All right," raplied
Pettus, "I may be too old for a Judge, but
I am young enough to be a Senator." --

And thereupon he went out after Pugh'a
seat, and brought It home by a big ma-

jority.

QUIP AND COMMENT.

Fly poison is entirely too weak to destroy
the bee In the bonnet of a dark horse. Gal-
veston News.

Nature Is breaking down the prico of many
fruits and vegetables. Nature lss kinder thaa
the beef trust. Cleveland Leader.

Fortunately the poet laureate of England
who has Just been appointed is not working
his typewriter overtime. Minneapolis Time.

Since the Georgia editors returned from
Buffalo their "notice to delinquents" havo
become moro numerous and earnest. Atlanta,
Journal.

It seem3 that General Chaffee cornea
nearer belonging to tho party of Hark Twain,
than to that of tho missionaries. Pittsburg
Dispatch.

Those Louisville Kentuckians must be care-
ful to avoid confounding the coming Knights
Templar with Good Templars. Cleveland
Plain Dealer.

The heavy drift of Kanans to the new lands
in Oklahoma is again brought to mind by the
establishment of CO saloons at Lawton. Kan-
sas City Star.

General Funston has for some time con-

siderately refrained from irritating any of
tho newspaper warriors by achievements m
tho field. Washington Star.

The census report shows that there are
40,000 illiterates in Michigan, not including
those that are rich enough to hire secretaries
to write their speeches. Detroit Free Presa.

While the Navy Department has entered
up an official denial of the charge that BUI
Chandler is an insect, there are Republicans
who think he can do a lot of buzzing. De-

troit Journal.
A Western farmer left $43,000 with the

hard and fast provision in his will that it
should be destroyed. It would be better even
that the lawyers got it than that such waste
should bo permitted by the courts. Now Torn
Sun.


