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LAW FOR THE TRI ETS,

In fis Auratlea snd o
ool strike has eirendy o
the Introdurction
In . Congress, an ¢ probables the
enaciment of m into jaw,
If there were fdespread symputhy
with the strikery is political
strength enough in ranks of organ-
dxed labor 10 ineyre lively motions in
thelr ostonsible hetinle from every pro-
fesslonnl champion of “the wiling
Bases.” We shall have proposals foy
vanstitutdanal R IMCI0 = for campui-
®ory arbitru: . t 1 Iabor
commissions 1f
Punishmant o

It is bard to
= best, and quie
uinle as to whick
our disinters
Congress .
ably osrtain
of =

. the
inevitable
measures
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see whii
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JRsory arbliration
TmAny reasons, obd
compuletry ar
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n i a contradic-
and a thing Impossibie.
therefore indis-
by those minds
such ennobling

Pputable Lor appr

L IoNs 1o revel In
v BB ithe Belvation of American la-
BB RBrourh biph inclf. the kind of
RERBEUon That leads 10 {ree trade, and
EN§ mnthronement of the gold standard
Ftbont rredudice 1o silver.
ks ponstitutional amendmoeonts several
&re ir the air. First in status
¥ the one considered in the
Fifty-sixth Congress, and voted upon |
in the House of Representatives on the
st dar of June, 190. The measure
provided:

£
sy

u:l]u"'hi
in exsrcise
with the lawe of the
resplution carrying this
there were 164 ayes, ol
1%, and 112 nays, of which 130
Were Democrale and Fopulists, The
regolntion lacked the NeECESsary two-
thirds of iouse, and consequentiy
felled {c The Bepublicans mads
much 1o de about their heroie assault
oti the trusg, nocrats hooteg |
—as Lo which |
essary, at this
i view of the
thermometsr, to/become anxious
Among all the plans =uces ted, por-
hape o bettar one has appeared than
bre by Charles Francis
Afams in a leiter To the New York
Evening Post. e propesics g Federzl
commission whick shall have POWED Lo
summon before 1t Lotk parties to a
Inbor cont TEy and require them to
their side of the case fn lis
siropgest Nzht Upon the hearing the
Srmmission i to render a declslon,
trusting 1o public ssntlment {or enforee-
[
1

nflered Mr.

presen

menl of the decree. The usual devics
of applicutions 1o be filed by one of the
pariits 1o the cor Ie aban-
doned in favor of a command igid vpon
1 oromniesion to take the Inltiative it-

ITTOVETSY

We shall b+ unreasonahle enough to
stand by this plan of NMr Adams, not |
fur any grent achievement §t se ems o
yromise, but because of his wise for-
e in avoiding the v siopnry end
sle, mnd for his rare apprehen-

the force of public opinlon,
There are no grim penalties to be im-
Poiad upon capital, which
wonld be as Imposilble of enforcement
BF war ths English law prescribing
cuplial por 1t for the theft of 15
shillings, Mr Adams tranchantly says
that I public santiment cannol enforce
& decree in sottlement of a strike, then
& Fed ] commission srmed

ILEOETEr POWeST, cannot. He
holds that the powerful force of public
opinion s superior to statutes, and that
it 1= In reality the Iving, breathing
thing that one makies law, In a pop-
ulsr government, effoctive. So he bold-
Iy offers this decree of his
Foders] n upon publie opin-
fon for Ite enforcement, and estimates |
e power to be great enough to com- ]
pel each party to present s case in the
Siret place, und to abide by the decisjon
iz the end. The man who talks like
this, creates unimpeachable presump:
tve evideoce that whatever he pro-
poses Is g1l right.. Mr. Adams can have
eur suppart for a perpetual motion ma-
chiine or & ruliroad to Mars.

of

lebor or

t=alf,

The credit for the saving of $55.000 a
yesr in the administration of the af-
folrs of Multnomab County is distrib- |
winble, properly, among several de-
meriptions of our citizens. The basis of
It im the legislution of the session of
lext Winter, carrisd through by the
delegution sent to the Lepislature from
Multnomeh, Sugpestions of valle came

| fnm

{10 1800 fnclusive

| either.

from the Taxpayers League, and much
has besn done by the Circuit Judges,
particularly by Judge Cleland. These
reforms, all of which are reasonable,
were long overdue,

LIGHT OX THE WOOLEN MILLS.

Fancy the woolen manufacturers
advocating a reduction iIn dutles on
their wares! Yet just this they are do-
{f one can belieye reports from
Massachusetts that are accounted
trustworthy. This is oot what we are
accustomed to. The astute manipu-
fators who had their will with the Dem-
ocratic tariff tlakers of 1894 elucidateq
a highly divertng programme of free
wool and protected woolens, free Jum-
ber and protected furniture; free hides
and protected shoes, Such has hitherto
been the phllanthropiec notions enter-
tained by the same and kindred inter-
ests louching tarlff reform in the twen-
tleth ceniury. But n change seems to
coming over the woolenm miller's
dream. He wants free wool so badly
that he will undertake to ablde free
woolens,

The way he propoges to go about it is
to bld for the support of the wool-
grower. If the farmer and stockman
cain be persuaded that free wool Is good
for the grower, the thing is as good
as done. The arguments he offers are
ut once Ingenlous and Impressive, We
have grown familiar here in Oregon
with the asseruop that the duty on
wonl hurts the grower, because [t nar-
rows higs market through encourage-
ment of ehoddy and cotton, It has
found readier acceptance here than
clsewhere because our Oregon growers
have been in the front rank of enlight-
on the tariff. They have al-
ways reslsted the extreme demands of
the Ohio protectionists. This encour-
agement of substliutes for wool falle
with crushing foree on the woolen mill
becau=e i contracts Its sales, while the
high cost of raw materials prevents
kim from exporting to the forelgn mar-
kets, "While the average consumption
of raw wool from 1881 to 1825 Inclusive
wus 402,300,000 pounds a year, from 1596
i2 AVErAge consump-
tion was only 453, 50,000gpounds a year.

No business is more daasely hidden
under a web of technicalities than is

woolen Industry; and in many of
= details the tariff on raw wool is

id to operate with great disadvan-
lage. It is said not only to restrict the
market, but to Induce such carelessness
on the part of the grower that he sao-
rifices most of hiz sdvantages. The
bulk of the domestic wool supply comes
the mills In very bad “ghape, un-
seoured and filled with dirt. This
arises, mo doubt, from the fact that the
scile upon which the sheep industiry
Is carried on In the West and South-
west, while ft does not preclude care of
the flcece before and after shearing or
careful breeding for wool, tends to sac-
rifice quslity to quantity. With wool
admitted free of duty, the clean and
finely grown wools of Australls would
furce the grower o ray more attention
to quallty or stand the loss. Aad In
fact the neglect in breeding and In car-
ing for the fleece hias foreed the tmpor-
tation of much more foreign wool than
the tarlff rate wounld justity if the
shespralsers warnted to take full ad-
vantage of the opportunity and supply
the mills with good, clean, home-grown
wools,
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the most impreesive of all

| the mill's complaluts s s rising am-

bition for foreign markets and {ts un-
restunder its present deprivation, Here,
then, Ig another Infant industry feeling
lis growlng palns, another eaglet of
New World production losing the film

| from its eyes and growing quill feath-

£ on lis wings. Glve us free wool.
the mills say, and wes can put our goods
into Europe fust as the locomotive and
implement men are dolng today, and we
won't asik any tariff 1o protect us,
Probably & string of more or
iess cohesiveness will be found at-
tached to thizs offer of free trade In
woolens, But if it is made, it might
be well to take the mille at their ward,
Under present conditicns the wool-
Erower is not apt 1o be serlously afrald
that any change In tariffs will be for
the worse. But if he gives up protec-
tion for hls wool he doesn't want pro-
tected woolens,

THE CAUSE NOT FAR TO SEEK.

The story that comes from Vancouver
of & boy of 16 years, who was piled
with liguor at a country dance a few
miles from that place, Saturday night,
and 15 now in jall charged with bur-
glary af the circumstances of which, as
e meserts, he has qo recollection, is a
tale that arralgns the parents and the

| citizens of Clark County renerally upon

4 crime of far greater magnjtude than
thut of which the boy is charged—ths
trime of lndifference to the Influence
that surrounds their boys and of fall-
ure to discharge an important duty
of . citizenship, There s upon the
statutes of the State of Washington &
law forbldding, under proper penalty,

e or gift of intoxicating liquors

ors. Why is this lnw not en-
forced? Simply becauss public sentl-
ment = lax and parental responsibility
is at a low ebb., Why primarily is &
lad of immature years permitted to go
to = dance of the type that turns those
who attend it out at an early hour
Sunday morning, irresponsible from
drink, fatigue and loss of sleep; the

‘moral sense blunted in every way, the

pocket empty, and the appetite calling
for further stimniant? Why but be-
Cause parents are criminally derelict
in thelr duty and fafl utterly to throw
the common safeguards of decency
around their young sons ang daugh-
ters?

The writer had oceaslon to gpend a
recent Sunday in one of the river bam-
lets of Clark County. Utterly disre-
garding the Sunday-closing law and the
inw that forbids purveyors of liguors to
gell or glve drink to minors, or even
1o allow them to visit their places of
business, the saloon in this place was
kept open all day, and no doubt the
greatgr portion of the might, the ren-
dezvous of men and boys of all ages,
while toward midnight the shrieks of
a hysterical woeman trying to induce
her haif-drunken husband to E0 home—
thelr Uttle boy a witness of the scene—
burdenad the alr for an hour, inciting
the derisive laughter and jeers of “the
crowd."”

Is it any wonder that where publie
sentiment is go dead gs t© permit the
ensctment of scenes of this kind, in di-
rect deflance of law, three boys
have been arraigned within a year be-
fore the courts of Vancouver—the
county seat and trade center of the
county—for crimes of grave magni-
tude. or that one of these youthful of-
fenders is now doing time in the penl-
tentiary &t Walla Walla, while the
athers awail In jall, with, as now &p-
pears, evidence sufficlent to convict and
send them to the penitentiary, the
action of the Superior Court?

The question, Who hus sinned; this

boy or his parents? is a pertinent one
just here, and to it there can be but
onelanswer. He, fresh from the debas-
ing Influence of the all-nlght country
dance, dazed with the whisky that he
had there imbibed, and perhaps a thirst
foranother drink, or they who had tieen
sleeping the sleep of the indiffersnt
#nd Irresponsible, whils thess Influences
of destruction were at work upon the
physieal, mental and moral nature of
their boy? There {s no effect without
cause, and truly the cause in this in-
stance is ot far to seck,
——

A RATIONAL REFORM.

The establishment of roof gardens iz
suggested as a4 rational reform de-
manded by the fearfully destructive
heat waves that break over the cities
of the Atlantle seaboiard and the Mid-
dle West. That iIs to 4y, a reform in
American architecture is sugzested that
will utilize the roofs of city houses for
A retreat from the furnace Heat of the
Street and the rooms of the great build-
ings. “Instead of bullding sky-gerap-
ers," says a Boston paper, “we should
have sky-facers," adding: “Let us
put an end by statute to the ersction
of any bullding more than six stories
high, and require that in all cases the
roof be readily reached, so that It may
be utilized for recreation and sleep."
This probably reférs to the tenement
district, more espetlally since it is fur-
ther eald that the women could do all
thelr work—except possibly washing—
on the housetops; babes could get fresh
alr, and the sick escape the torture
of rooms where ventilation i Impossl-
ble,

It ia evident that the architecture of
our great eltles was not deslgned with
&n outlook toward the comfort of the
enormously ocongested - population of
modern munieipalities, The commodi-
ous roofs, surrounded by sirong para-
pets and covered by awnlngs, which
could' be stored In Winter, *would do
much to golve for the perspiring masses
who &re hived In tenement bulldings
the problem of fresh alr during the
stifling weeks in which It Is not possglble
to secure it in the heated rooms below.
It should be beyond the compelling
power of phlilanthropy to compnss n
reform of this kind in the construction
of hives for houslng the working psople.
of the great citles, From the first
the struggle ¢f man Has been with the
€lements.  If he has no! succeeded In
fighting successfully the discomforis of
extréme heat and cold Ia civilized com-
munities, this derelictlon must be
charged against his thoughtlessness or
parsimony rather than against hils In-
telllgence or ingenuity. Since first of
ail things human beings must breathe,
air space should be provided for them.
The development of parks In great
clties Is in line with this Idea, and since
there are thousands who cannot reach
these rétreats from the stifilng heat of
the down-town or manufacturing dls-
tricts, the roof garden suggests relief
for them that mayr weall be designated
*a rational reform.™

UNWISE ECONOMY,

The Philadelphla Ledger, In pleading
the causk of the privates {n the United
States Army as that of brave men en-
gaged In an honorable vecatlon, says:

The War Department, in conducting military
operatiang, should be very carefal to do noth-
ing- which would cause an lmpression o get
abroad ‘that It considers any part of the ser-
vice inforlor from the standpoint of dignity
and homor. . . . . It & to he rogrotted
that n mistake of thiz charactor has beon
mads by the ofMclals In digcontinuing the
enbie reports of casualtjes among  the troovpe
rerving in the FPhilippines, Economy s the
motive which I msald to have governod the
War Department In taking this actlon, snd
had thers been no Alstinetions made in the
matter, In all probability there would have
been little or no publie eriticlsm. But & dis-
tinction was miede. The order discontiniing
enbled reports of easunltles, it Appeary, oap-
nles to privites anly: the names of ofioers
who have died of disemse, been killed  or
wounded, are still sent over the wires.

That journal Is right in estimating
that a diserimination of this character
cannot but be displeasing to the Amarl-
can people. Whatever distinctlons he-
tween men and officers is made neces-
8ary In life by the requirements of mil-
itary discipline, it ts wall sald that
death Iz a leveler of official rank, and
It Is unjust for the authoritles to keep
relatives and friends of a private ignor-
ant of his death until a letter can reach
them, while those of a commissioned
officer are promptly notified by cable.

There are places in which necessary
and commendable ecenomy may be
practiced without grating harshly upon
the feellng that makes cne mother's
son as good as another’s {n death. It
may be added that diserimination of
this kind will have a téndeney to sub-
due the spirit of patrlotism in homes,
which it is the duty and should be the
pride of the Government to cherigh and
foster. Hence, the discontinuance of
the cable reports of casualtles to pri-
vates and noncommissioned officers In
the Philippines cannot be regarded by
the Amerfcan people as g wise or
proper exerclse of the virtus of econ-
omy.

THE CONTAGION OF CRUELTY.

Beven years ago, when a negro was
burned at Paris, Tex. the whole coun-
fry was moved by the arnouncement,
and It was made the subject of extend-
ed comment by European journals and
magazines; but burnings have becoms
80 frequent as to no longer excite more
than paesing attention. The chigef rea.
son for this disagresable fact {s that
the North has been sllenced, so far as
the South is concernsd. by the recent
tegro-burnings of Its own—in Kansas,
Colorado, and Indiana. The récent
negro-burnings in Alabama and Georgla
weére marksd by mo more barbarity In
detalls than the Terre Haute burning
In Indiapa & few months past. The two
sections are on a level In the matter
of Inhuman mob murders; the Northern
pot I8 too black to feer at the color
of the Southern kettle, To speak
frankly, In the South there are slgns
of a growlng spirit of tolerance, mod-
eration and control. In Georgla, the
Southern people under the most severs
provocation controlled their passions
and permitted the law to take It
course on L{wo recent oceasions. The
most-respected citizens no longer par-
ticlpate in these lnwless affairs, But
st the North not only is the contagion
of cruelty spreading, but there [s clear-
ly In the greal states of Illinois and
Ohlo an Increase of that deadly race
prejudice  whose worst  exhibition
is found in the horrible antles of a
brutal white maob,

The industrial ostracism which the
negro faces at the North, as {liustrated
by the refusal of an Illinols Sheriff to
protect colored men entering the state
for the purpose of earning their bread,
is a far more serlous bar to the ad-
vance of the race thanm the politleal
ostracism which exists at the South.
The Bouth gays that the negro Is not
fit to be a voter, but it does not pro-
hibit him from working for a living
The right to earn his bread js the

z
negra's birthright; the right to vote 1s
not & birthright of any man: it i3 a
auestion of soclal and political ex-
pediency. The Governor of Iilinois
Wag appealed to, but refused to inter-
fere and obliged the Sheriff of Melrose
Park to do his duty. The colored men
of Ohlo, who represent some 25,000 vot-
ers, vigorously protesied agalnst the ac-
tlon of the G. A. R of that state In
attempting to draw the color llne on
publie occasions, The negrophoubla of
the North ls mean and contemplible
compared with that of the South, for
the Democratic Mayor of the City of
Vicksburg, Milss., recently aceepted an
fnvitation to preside at a large meeting
of whites who were addressed by a
graduate of Tuskeges (Ala) Iostitute
on ““The White South’s Opportunity and
the Negra's New Duties,” The Mayor,
in the epeech with which he_opened
the meeting, gald: >

I muy say unreservedly that the }'nur%mu.n
who I8 educnted under the tutelage of Booker
T. Washington Is a man who looks facts in
the face ns they exist, o man who Is broad in
Intellect, who 1s not affected by reacs preju-
fles.

A full report of the black man's
speech was published in the leading
pewspaper of the elty, which commend-
ed it to the perusal of all “as a maost
ereditable mertal : product,” and de-
clared that *“tre lessons sought to be
taught, the ine of thought followed,
We deem worthy of the utmost favar
and sympathy.” The South, desplte
{ts mob murders, is gradually growing
more rational and humeane in ity treat-
ment of the race question than its old
eritie, the North,

Here is the way the United States
Investor, & Boston financial publication,
puts the case of the grent steel strike:

A sound economnle polley sould dictato that
each party to the contrnot act with the mout
scrupulous falmpess fowarda the othér party.
Capital in this partlewlor conn, however,
Etarts In with the presumptlon in all minds
that It does not Intend to not falrly., tren
Instunce, the capitalization of the Unired
States  Steel  Corporation haa been 20 ox-
cessively Inflated that the convietion  cannoy
be avalded that falr biaznkn sy Hurns  can-
not be earned on this capltalization year in
and year out without depriving the Iabor tn-
yoived in the productlon of stesl of itz fair
and economlc proportion of the product,

Thia touclea a vital ioint. The pro-
diglous quantity of “water” In the cap-
Italization of the stee] trust is a men-
ace not only fabor, but also to hon-
est eapltal. Amest capitnl |5 ag justly
entftled to reward as is honest lahor,
but “watered' stock Is dishonest and
harmful in all its relations. It repre-
Sents no assets whatever, yet claims u
full share in the proceeds of operation,
It rides upon the baclk of honest In-
vesiment in money and labor It is
made the means by which unscrupu-
lotis schemers take an undue share of
the proceeds aof Industry. If it were
nat for that great offense of the steel
trust there would be jess sympathy
with the Amalgamated Assoclation in
the present striie. If there be no cheele
to.the greed of organized capital in thls
objectionable form, we are in a bad
way.

Newspupers whose gympnthies ars on
the glde of the great steel trust make
but a sickly effort when they try to
morallze agalnst men who have Jolned
the strike, yot had slgned an agreement
to join mo union, Tt is apparent that no
=uch agreement as this can have any
valldity In morals or {n Inw. It was
extorted under duress: for no man vol-
untarily abandons his right to joln
any assoclation, of to llmit his freedom
of action. The tfusts try to make men
their serfs or dependents; and so they
Insist when they can an acegptence by
the men of these condltions of servitude,
And then the organs of the trusts in-
voke a hypocritical and spurious mor-
ality for support or enforcement of the
clalm. It may not beat the devil, but
it is & close Imitation of his policy.

Henry A, Cassel, auditor of the Post-
office Department, has procesded far
enough with his annua) report to be
able to say that the inerease in postal
receipts for the present year will ex-
cead 7,000,000, Not having yet re-
celved all the returns of the last fquar-
ter, the exact amount of the Increase Is
not yet known. Careful estimates, how-
ever. show that the postal receipts this
year will be at least $111.000,000. In
1890 they were only $60,000,000, Thus
2n increage of nearly &0 per cent in ten
years ls shown,

_——

Naval service, too, {t seems, is belog
recrulted from the ranks of temper-
ance. Of the 438 men and boys on the
training - ship Monongahela, now In
New York harbor, 281 ara total ab-
stainers. This means a naval equlip-
ment sirong in all that goes to make
up manly men—courage, self-control
and physleal effectivenesa. In full
command of themselves, thess men will
be able to command others, and in com-
Ing years will be found at the head of
the list of effective men who man the
Natlon's ships.

_—

The Toronto Globe advises Cannda
not to accept any gifis of libraries from
Carnegle. The Globe says that Canada
Is a very rich country, where the aver-
age indlvidual wealth is greater than
that in thé United States. 1¢ librarles
are deslred there Is sbundant money to
bulld &nd support them. Towns that
nead. llbrarles should provide them.
Towng which do not see the need of
libraries should be above spending
Carnegle’s money for what séems to
them a meedless and extravagant pur-
pose,

Pay-day at Fort Sheridan, on the
14th’ Inst., was celebrated by the sol-
dlers with gambling and drinking at
the Highwood saloons. At rall-eall in
the evening 36 men were missing, and
58 In the guardhouse for drunkenness,
A simllar conditlon of drunkenness pre-
valled on pay-day at Vancouver Bar-
racks. Between Vancouver and Port-
land there was at least one drunken
soldler to every mile, and In some
places they could be found in groups,
like skirmishers,

_—

The attempt to establish woman suf-
frage In Alabama by a clause in the
new constltution has falled. The con-
stitutional convention adopted, by a
vote of 65 to 45, & motion to permit
women reslding In citles and paving
taxes on §500 worth of renl estate to
vote on questions of municipalities In-
curring debt or Issuing bonds, But on
the following day this action was re-
consldered. and the proposal was de-
feated by an overwhelming vote.

Vice-President Roosevelt fs adver-
tized in the Minnesota country PRpErs
a8 the chlsf attraction at the coming
state fair., One of the adveriisements
says: “Teddy, the idol allke of New
York reformers and Western plainsmen,
and one of the most-loved men in the

jcountry, without respect to party, has

accepted ' an Invitatlon to make the

opening address,"”

WHAT THE TRUST DOES.
" The Independent.

When. soctalism shout the middle of the
i0th century begun to gssume delinitendss
f= an ecanomlc and politieal programme,
and to command a measure aof popular at-
tentlen, 125 realization scemed to conservi-
tive minds (o be forbldden by those deep
instincts of human naturs which erave
the utmost freedom for Individus] enter-
prise.. It did net happen to occur to the
conservative minds of 1850 that by 1t in-
dividual entérprizse, without any hejp from
soclailsm, would have built a gigantic
will around the vast world of Industrial
oppartunity and locked f(tself not in but
out: Untll 1850 the animal that *“looks be-
fore and after” had not loeked after very
far, nor before to much purpoke. Thanks
te Mr, Darwin and his contemporaries, tho
vision backward has been proionged, but
the outiook ahead is stil foreshortendd.
Ferhaps we are as much In the dark to.
day about the futurs of Individual oppor-
tunity as were the men of 1830,

Bui, even If we are, It Is weil to ob-
serve the direction of such tendencles us
we can see. The unexpected may head
them off, and then sgaln 1t may not,
What If the unexpected this time should
be the unhindered flow of the tendencles
that just now are bearing buslness, poll.
ties and seclal “swelldom'™ into new and
startling relations?

One of these tendencles is converting
the great middle clasze, which so fong has
been regarded as more stable than the
everlusting hills, from a class of employ-
ers into n class of emploves. The middle
cliss Includes farmers, tradesmen and
manufacturers on o emall scale. All thesa
have besn regarded; and have regarded
themeeives, ag sympathlzing on the whole
with Capltal, with a big . rather than
with Labor, with a blg L. They have
boen conducting Independent buslneas en-
terprises which they have owned, and In
which they have employed subordinates,
What more naturnl than that they should
complacently think of themselves as he-
longing to the happy pack of upper dags,
at whom the unhappy under dogs might
snarl and shap, but would hardly dare to
spring?

But now has come the Trust. The small
manufacturers it lins abaorbed, and con-
verted Into employes pure nnd simple, Tha
tridefmen and the farmers it 12 convert-
Ing Into dependents, by practically abo
sorbmng the economie rent of land and o=
portunity not less effectually, If leds apen-
Iy. than the English or the Irfsh landiord
absorbed {t from his tenants. In the pros.
ent generntlon the middie class may not
fully comprehend irm changed ponition, but
the revolutlon it Is undergolng will be
made elenr encugh to the ambittous boys
ns they attempt to make new plnces Io
lite for themselves, Instead of carving
out independent busin careers, as their
fathers did before them, they must go
into the employ of corporations as eal-
arled dependents.

What will be the effect of thls mighty
revolutio upon the attitude of the middla
closs toward the questions of soclalism
nnd of individuailem? It lu all very well
to say that business cannot be conditoted
“on the town mesting plan” if you hap-
pen to be an Independent business man,
and progpering well enough to lay by m
SOug sum every year. But when your
business has been remorselessly crushed,
and when the combination that Nas
“walkéd over you" magnanimoeusly glves
¥ou n job at so much a month wnnd
“mind you obey orders"—well, that's an-
other story! Pomdibly you would just as
sogn work for a ‘‘town meetlng” as to
work for & “general manager,"” who is not
at all lUkely to nsk vou te drop sround to
hiz club, and whose wife, It is absolutely
certadn, wihil never Invite you and vour
wife to dinner,

The middle class has never yet voted
with Labor, with a big L. But when the
“trusts”  and  the ‘“magnates” have
crushed every business and social ambi-
tion of the middle class, will the middle
alnss contlnue to vote with Caplial, with
A blg C?

Another tendency worth obsarving s
that which Is changing the relative mag-
nitudes of the *big" and the “zmall”
business enterprines and grouping the bilg
ones In o very distinet elass by them.
selves. A business thnt employs a capl-
tal of half a milllon doliars Is no longer
"blg."” To be “'hig" 1t must ETow up to
AL least §10,000,000, and asplre to $50.000,00
or $100,000000. The small buslirss enter-
prises are stlll In many Instances, and
may continue to be, conducted by (ndivid-
uals or partnerships, But, as we have
#ald, they are no longer Independent In the
old-fashloned sensa of the word. They
are elther dependent upon the grent cor-
porations, or In some way tributary to
them. The great corporitions are LECesS-
garlly managed by agents. AN that In-
tensely personnl motive which formerly
went into the bullding up of business rep-
utitions and “‘old-established houses” has
disappeared. Here, then, {s a possibla line
of divizion hetween a fleld for Individual-
lem and a fleld for sociallsm. A genera-
tlon ago, when thers was practically no
such thing as o buslness worth mors
than §1,000.600, the =ocial ownership of eap-
ital would wnecessar{ly have meant tho
extinetion of Individual business. But to-
day, If all the capltal of the great COrpo-
ratlons—yelept the trusts—should be *'sn-
clalized,'” thera counld stil be left to the
Individual o flald of opportunity as blg as
Individuallsm lins ever enjoved in its most
flourlshing days. What, then, If scme-
body should propose a compromise be-
twesn ‘soclallsm and Individuallsm, per-
mitting the Individunl to gecomplish what-
ever he can with a capital of, say, not
more than 35000000, and converting into
social enterprises all undertakings employ-
Ing capital In greater amounta?

“Ah, yes: but,” the consarvative man
will say, “look at the rottenness of bur
city governments, at the imbeclity of our
stats governments, and at the slow,
clumsy pottering of our Natlonnl Admin.
Istration. Can the grest business of the
world be dona by any such machinery *
And the answer, of course, 4 that It can.
not be. But right hore nppears the sig-
nificance of the third present tendency to
which' we would call attentfon. Every-
whera the peopls are waking up as never
before in the history of the human race
to the Imperativeness and the {mmeasur-
able importance of eclvic duty. The re-
form of state and municlpal administra-
tion has not yet progressad far. bul the
universal Interest In its® possibllitles, and
the magnificent work that s belng accom-
plished by those who are marshaling the
forces, give certaln promiss of ETeat
achievements (n the future. In thess re-
forma lles the whole question of the prac-
ticability of & juster and nobler soclal
gyatemn than that which wa enjoy today,
The municipa] problem is the praectlen]
problem of tha whole human race at this
moment. It contalns within jt=elf every
possibility of a more just dlstribution of
wealth, of a wider opportunity for every
ambitious individual. If the munleipal
problem can be solved the problem of a
relative economic equalty and the prob-
lém of a relatlve social equality can be
salved alwo. If the munlelpal problem i=
Insoluble, republics are a fallure and “lib-
erty, equality nnd fraternlty™ will never
be attained by the hunmn race.

Wake up then and be a Citizen, In order
that you also may be & Man!

Albout Time.
New TYork Journal,

The American people were taxed a cent
and a half a pound to establish np tin-
plate Industry for the beneflt of Amerfoan
labor. Then the manufacturers brought
over Welsh workmen to make the tin-
plate, on the ground that Amerlcan work.-
men dld not know how. Now the Weish
workmen are out on strike, the mills are
closed and the Steel Trust, which has ab-
gorbed the Tinplate Trust, is Importing
plates from Wales (o fill its orders, In It
not about time for that duty to come off?

A Mistake In Babeoek.
Kalamazoo Gasette.
Congressman Babeock malntalns that
it is'""a part of the polley of protection
to protect the consumers.'’ A grave mis-
take has been made in Congressman Bab-
cock, He {8 not a stutesman. He is p

humgrist

RATHER SERIOUS, IF TRUE.

San Francisco Bulletin.

Very early inn the history of hin admin- |

NOTE AND COMMENT.
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Istration of the office of president of the [y,
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Southern Pacific Company
Hays was made the reciplent of &
at the hands of the Manufacty
Producers' Association, of San ¥
Each of the speakers on the
zlluded to Mr. Hars in flatteris
and a pleas J

of cordial wel

fallties. The Inst speaker of the v
Was General W. H, L. Barnds, who
thoughtful mood Imitated the Rom
who walked at the cha wheel
conguearor, who had

the Senate a triumg

with the admonition,

thou art mortal.”

Generu! Barnes cautioned the new pres.
ident of the Southern Facifle O mpa
not to be too far deceived with ¢t
demanstrative good-will which had b
20 manifest since his arrival in the ol
of Ban Francisiro, The Demosthenes of
the Pacific tovk oceasion to iy

“It gratifice me, gentlem to obmery
that Mr. Hays' comineg has onlmu
the storms In our commerclal a
trial atmosphere. e has beer
with a cordiality diiable to
Eratifylng., If rot ttering,
men and breth , how lon
ditlon to lust? The prophet
forms on ungriaclous 7
resist the temptation of aldm
new president of the 8
Company that the de
rounds us mo;
storm which m
his Jdevoted head.
bocause his administration ls
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neg the commar
Franclsco: press. While h

ERentions, gives |
Inatructions,
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will be prafsed as o
fellows and as o ver
rallroad adminfetratlo it th
come—and [t {s not far distant,
when he may fAnd {t necessary to
the bold outlines of an Independe
fey. Let me warn him t
respecting and Independer
resented na an Imponchment of J
ment of all those who have ndvised
and As treason to the fAnttering 7
friendshlp on the part of all 0N W
have extended him the giad hasnd of wi
come, Then the hung
moon s

unfor-

inous-
Teceived
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Lo

: will Dbe

the

been borm,

comdie]

naturnlly wis he had
ho will at least reach
which he will have reas
the achlevement of the pr
Southern Paclfic Company had -

ong of the decrees of his unfortunts
tiny."

There 1# no reason to doubt that these
expresslons were the result 3
high provision on the
who dellvered them. The
of this clty has declared
satlafled h his position, and whetl
this be true or not. he crininiy his
son to he dissatiziled th the cons
persistent and mallgnont spirft of med-
dlesomeness which has beset hls admin-
Istratlon from the day of hls Mmduction
Into the ofMce he holds.

The provincinllsm of the San Franelecn
press hns beéen strongly manifested In its
trentment of the affairs of the Southern
Piacific Company. It has manufactured
rumors concerning the relations |
tho president of the company
staff, comprising the heads
menis, whlch could have np other
thin to produce In the mind of the
president of the Southern Pacific
puny the utmost disgust for this specles
of journallsm.

Mr. lnye declared that he had eome to
the Pacific Coast for the purpose or
managing 18 system of transportation
with due respect 1o both the rights of the
shipper and carrier: with a proper regurd
for the rights of all., and the (TR ST
tion of the revenues of the corporation by
which he was employed, Wik
not to ba 1
mendnhle, position.
The rond was not to be permitted t
sume /& normal relatlon to the
and commercial Interests of the ;
the State of Callfornia. The busybodies
of the press viad with each other in flat-
tering Mr. Hays, but accompanled that
flnttery with ldle and Infurious gossip
concérning the affaira of the company, a
groat denl of which related 10 ine afaf-
erable things. Thelr unoriginal an
inventive malevolence moves on the low
plane of the vlllage busybody, and could
hava no other effect than that of pro-
ducing In the mind of the new executive
the utmost feellng of aversion and d
gust.

After & long amid most persiatent season
of prediction as to the appointment and
removal of officers, matters In which
public has no concern whitever, theeo
tattl'ng rumors have reached up to tha
president himself, and thelr relteration
Is accompanied by a spirlt wantir
In respeciful considerntion zs to be
characterized as brutal

It the people of California are fndulg
the bellef that these wihle departures
from the legitimate standards of honor-
ahle Journalism are not Interfering with
the growth and dev the

>

Jut he

£0

lapment of t
of 8an Francisco and the State of Culifos
nla, they are sslf-decelved,

It Is o falr presumption that no salf.
respecting man of first-closs ability
geek or accept any adminisiration In any
fleld of commerclal activity in this s b
The brutality of metropolitan jou
has driven self-respecting men
the fleid of pollifcs. When {t accomplishes
4 Uke result for the commercial Inter-
ests of the state, It cannot do otherwise
than Inflict an Injury upon the prosperity
of the state, .

Thess are mutters of serfous impart to
every man wh 8- 4 dollur of property
in the commonwenlth.

o

MeKinley Knows All About Hip.

Louiaviile Courler-Journal,

Sapp began cpenly violating the eivil
serviee Iaws soon after his appolutment
to the collectorship, but he has never beer
in any danger of removal on that score,
If the Presldent is contemplating the Col-
lector's removal now |t s not becnuse of
his old sins agninst the eivil sorvie
beciuse he has set the Hepublle
Kentucky by the ears and has des
the Republican party In Loulaville.

Farmer Doing Right Well.
Chlcago Post.
In the large wheat crop United
States sees compensatlon for the par ]
faflure In corn. It may not be much o
fort to the farmer who has grown [Uitle
or no wheat and planted largely
to. know that wheat is likely to bring a
good price;: but theée general effect will be
gratifylng. Taken as a whole the year s
not 1lkely to prove bad for the furmer in
the United States,

the

Old Issnes Al Dead.
Omaha Bee

Every Democratic state convention halt
g0 far this yenr has elther actunlly oz~
diated the heresles of the past two Na-
tional platforms or lgnored those fulming.
tions entirely. In most Inatances they
have elected to conduct the fight on stale
fssyes, leaving themselves in position, as
ususl, to fall ih with temporary expe-
dients which have sorved Democracy in
the place of a cread for several cam-
palgns.

Bribery Does Not Worlk.
Washington Star.

If there ever was any lden of quieting
the Ellipinos by bribing their leaders its
Impracticability Is now demonstrated. Ev-
Idently every time one leader was dis-
posed of another would be certaln to ap-
pear with open palm.
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