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OREGON IN EARLY DAYS

PEHSONAL REMINISCENSES OF'GOV-
ERNOR T. T. GEER.

Settlement of Some Misalsxippl Val.
ey States Was a Reflex of Tmmi-
gEration to the Pacific Coast.

—

Governor Geer addressed the Summer
School at Newport Friday evening on |
“Personal Reminiscenses of Oregon.” He |
discussed at length the immigration of the E
s, the dangers that beset the ploneers,
early traveling to Portland, legislation
in territorizl days and commented upon
the situation In the state while the Civil
War was belng fought Governor Geer
iz an indefatignble collector of data about
early Oregun, and many of the facts re-
Inted by him have never before appeared
in print. Following Is the text of his
ncdress:

Reflex of the Pacific Immigration.

The motive which gulded so many of
the settlers of the Mississippl Valley to |
lenve their homes and soek new ones on
the far-off Pacific Coast, of which so Ht-
tie was definitely known, has for many
years formed a theme for interesting dis.
cussion not anly by stodents of history,
but by the ploncers themseives, For in-
stznce, in I8 my grandfatherz llved not
many mailes apart, one in Iowa and the |
other in Illinols. They esach owned a |
good farm in that most excellent country
of pralrie land of matchlesa fertility. The
pettlements were new and the settlers
were In no wise crowded. Compared with
any other country that was at that time
well known, those states had advantages
which would seem to be unsurpassable.
Each of my grandfathers, who was a
stranger to the other, untll they metl “‘on
the plains” had lived In the state of his
ndoption but seven years, when he was
reized by the Oregon fever and, sacri-
ficing fully half the value of his worldly
gouds on the consuming altar of a foreed
wale, started with his entire family, with
bouyant henrt and elastiec step, to the
promised and promising land over towards
the Western goal, which has been the
irresistible Jode-star of the human race
pinces the historic days of Palestine,

This tendency of mankind which  has
been a marked one at least & centuries,
has met with no permanent impediment
in all thesse years, and ls susceptible of
no analysis or solution beyond the physi-
cal necessity for geographical expansion,
unless we make the exception to the gen-
eral rule that many of these Western
movements, cspecially in our own country,
have gone beyond the actusl necessity of
making more room for & race whose
numbers were rapldly increasing. Really,
the settlemnent of several of the great
states just west of the Mississippl River
was reflex movement from the first wave
of emigration that struck the Paclfie
Coast. Eansas, Nebrmska and large parts
of Jowna were settied long before the first
heavy emigration to Oregon. And the In-
describable hardships those brave ploneers
encountered, who made the trip between
the years 1810 and 1850, almost reach the
domain of the incredible. Of course, In
the stresa of absolute necessity, where
guestions of life or death were involved,
men have boen known to go through fire,
(teelf, but, viewed from the standing of
the Iatter-day native son or daughter,
there seems no palllating excuse for sub-
jecting themselves and their families to
the dongers and discomforts that were
necessarily a part of that great under-
taking.

And yet, 1t Is quite certain, that if
there were a great country still further
West of us, perhaps a pretty well estab-
lished report that it really existed would
be & sufficient reason for a majority of us
to take on & Western fever, especially
if all the flonting rumors concerning it
led to the belief that it would be a very
dangerous journey to undertake,

During last year It was my good
fortune to be one of a party to reach the
rummit of Mount Hood, and not many
miles west of the base of that grand old
sentinel of the ages, I had polntsd out to
me the famous Laurel Hill, where thou-
sands and thousands of the early emi-
Erants were compelled to let their wag-
ons down that frowning declivity by ty-
ing one end of & long rope to them, fast-
ening the other to a tree at the top and
carefully “paying out" the rope until the
vehicle had reached the bottom. Many of
the stumps are to this day standing,
whose surface plainly show the creases
worn by those hawsers of the early plon-
eern. While sitting around the fireside of
my father's humble home In the days of
my early boyhood, I have often heard him
relate many of the stirring experiences
of that memorable journey from Illinols
to Oregon, but there were few amorng
them that made & more vivid impression
on my ¥outhful mind than the dangers
encountersd on Laure] HIIL

Although I have been a native son for
@ years, 1 had never seen that historic
spot until last August, and when 1 finally
found myself standing In its tangible
presence, It seemed (o me that the very
alr was pregnant with the spirits of de-
parted heroos.

Old Emigrant Road Preserved.

For miles the wagon road is in precisely
the same place as when made by the
emigrants In the = =nd, although §t
has not been used for perhapa B0 years,
the annual Winter rains serve to wash
out the roadway and have preserved it
undimmed Tor halfl a centary. As I stood
in the very tracks made by my father
more than B3 years ago, surrcunded by
the gilant monarchs of the forest that
even then were majestic but silent wit-
nesses of the unheralded Invasion of thelr
virgin domain, I paused with uncoverad
head, wholly unnerved by the chain of
historic recollectlons which were awak-
ened within me. 1 imagined I could see
the weary emigrants and jaded oxen as
they approached the summit of this awful
declivity, not far from the perpendicu-
lar, and looked at its base, with a feel-
Ing that, at last, after crossing the Rocky
mountains and escaping the savage as-
saults of the treacherous Indlans, here
was & difficulty that was actually Insur-
mountahble Not only precipitous, but the
face of the hill Is terraced with frowning
and ugly boulders that are themselves al-
most equal In size o the average wagon
wheel. I confess that T was filled with a
sense of awe as I stood and reflected
that I was one of the descendants of
those noble old ploneers, and had just
about persunded mywelf that 1 could un-
doubtedly do as well under the same cir-
cumstances and was sincerely regretting
that thers was no probability of my ever
having an opportunity'to test the matter,
when I suddenly remembered that to se-
cure o good view of the scene before me,
I had actually dismounted from a bi-
cycle, and stood there gorgeousiy ar-
rayed In & lavender “sweater,” with golf
stockings to match.

My wvery earliest recoliection of things
reaches back to my father's cabin In the
famous and lovely "Waldo Hills,” which
wan witusted within two milas of the
Waildo homestead, and the year was 1854,
when | wae 3 years of age. During
the next year we moved to the town aof
Bliverion, and, starting to the lttle dis-
trict, or, rather, private, school the next
year, and wearing long aprons, T remem-
ber, which were the cause of a great deal
of taunting on the part of the larger
children. T found myself fairly launched
upon the trouhles and responsibilities of
life. Among my earllest recollections are
the stories of experience gained by my
parents crossing the piains, but my Im-
pression then was that they had at that
time been In Oregon fully as long as 1
now know they have been at this date.
The fact s, [ came nearer belng a plo-
neer, instead of a natlve son, than T |
at that time realized, and when it Is re-
membered that we have a second genera-
tion of netive sons and dsughters, who
know nothing whatever, from exprrience,
of ploncer life, we are the betller pre-
pared . for the reflection that social con-
ditions in Oregon are in oo way different

now from-those to be found in the older
portions of Ohlo and Ilinols.
The Governor's First Oregon Apple.

Oregon was s0o new a couniry when I
can first remember that T casily recall
the first appie 1 ever saw. My father had
been away somewhere and brought home
ahout a peck of red Astrachan apples
in an old-fashioned, seamiess foursack.
The promise of the household was
piedged to my alster, who Waa two years
younger than I, and myself, that aftser
dinner esch dsy we should be given an
apple aplece. The process of devouring
those upples was so extremaoly satistying
to the juvenlie stomach, and the dally
supply was so excruciatingly dispropor
tlonate to the vearnings and capacity of
the youthful appetite that we at once
adopted a method of home consumptlon
that prolonged the dally pomologioal
interview to the utmost bounds. Taking
out seats on thé kitchen door-sill, we
would carefully peel our apples, colling
the peelings systematically on the floor
for future action a= to them. Then after
eating the frult, with a premeditated de-
liberation that came near producing an
irresistible confict between the taste and
the appetite, we would attack the cors,
through the employment of a syvstem of
dilatory tacties that was lovely to be-
hold. By the time the core was con-
sumed, the middle of the afternoon would
be repched, when, ar a last resort. we
would indulge a flank movement on the
peelings, the complete subjugation of
which ususlly reguired the graater. part
of the remaining portion of the after-
noomn.

The mere fragrance arising from that
ploneér sack of appies furnished me more
satisfaction than the actual eating of ali
the apples I have consumed during the

Inst two decades. Whenever In after
| yenrs 1 bave been inclined to grow a
little skeptical a5 to the story that

Joshua caused the sun to stand still, I
have only to recall the abominable length
of those Interminable August afternoons
In 1558, os & means of re-estabilshiag my
faith in the biblical story In all its origi-
nal attractiveness and unquestioned ac-

caracy.

In their inabllity ever to know any-
thing about thess rare ploneer experi-
ences, our younger npative sons and

daughters are entitled to, and have ouor

' sincere sympathy.

It wns during our residence In Bflver-

ton. in 1688, that Oregon was adimitted
to the Union, was then not qgulte B
yeare old, but I remember that while

playing In the front yard I heard the fir-

| Ing of cannon In Balem, and Immediately

ran Into the house and asked my mother
what it was about. Bhe sald Oregon was
admitted as a state, and in response to
my incessant fusillade of guestions as to
the nature of the event she {nformed me
as well a= | was capable of understanding
that Oregon would no loager be a terri-
tory, but a state, My abllity to ask ques-
tions. however, hnd been abnormally
developed out of mil proportion to my
capacity for digesting Intelligent anawers,
and T remember that I brought the con-
ference to a sudden termination by ask-
ing her what the new name of Oregon
would be since It had become a state!

It was in that same year that I made
by firet visit to Portland. My father had
been somewhat extensively engnged In
the poultry business and the nearest
market was Portland, In those days the
only means of communleation between
that city and Sliverton was by horses
and teams. After several trips had been
mnde and I had heard of the wonderful
things to be seen in the great city Eraph-
feally deseribed during the evenings by
the family fireside, | began a series of
eyetematic Importunities seeking to secure
the paternal consent to be one of the
party on the occasion of the next trip,
In this sffort 1 was quite successful, and

I remember that we camped the first
night In the outskirts of the town of
Aurora—then universally known as

“Dutchtown.” The delights of that trip
have seldom been Aduplicated by any of
my subsequent egperiences. We went
through the towns of Belpass! and Wj-
condn (I believe they were separate
towns on French Prairie), but they have
both long since passed Into history with
the Roman Empire as having fulfilled
their earthly destiny, and nothing today
marks the spot where they flourished
in auld lang syne.
Portiand in the Late' 50's,

We crossed the river at Boone's Ferry,
and the second day reached Portland, and
I remember my father sold his chickens
to a man named Arigonl, whosa hotel, It
seempe t0 me, projected Immediately aver
the bank of the river. In recent years
I have been, on tow occasions, on the
top of the famous Auditorium bullding
in Chicago, which Is more than 20 stories
high, I belleve, and went over on the
Ferris wheel during one of its revelu-
tions, but they reach a very commonplace
helght Indeed, compared with the dizzy
altitude attalned by some of those
bulldings on Front street, as viewed by
my youthful eyes in "S85, 1 recall that
there were then large firs standing at
intervals along the river bank, and that
where the Portland Hotel now stands, or
in that vicinity, the tallest of forest trees
wers as numerous as bleycls collisfons
are now. We reached home on the Afth
day, and, as nearly as I can remember
nt this time, it took me the best part of
three months to fully lay before my less
fortunate schoolmates, In roseate hue and
Impresslve manner, the varted assortment
of information and startliing data I had
tollected while on my first visit to the
great metropolls.

Although but 10 years of age when the
Presidential campaign of 1860 began, 1
remember with vivid distinctness the talk
of Civll War as being the probable out-
come of it. Those were, Indeed, stirring
timen, and the feellng ran so high and
there was s0o much sald around the fam-
iy firesides and In public places about
the danger of war that every child of my
age took a perzonal concern in the ques-
tion. It was the custom In those dars
to publish large charts during campalgns
containing pictures of Presidential can-
didates with accompanying blographlcal
sketches. We had one In our sitting-
room with plietures and sketches of the
four candldates !n 1880, and before the
Summer was half over | was entirely
famillar with the salient points In the
ltves of each of them and the party to
which he belonged. My father was a
Douglus Democrat, as the supporters of
Douglas were called in that campaign,
2nd one day In the early Fall a polltical
meeting was held In Sliverton, at which
Hon. Selucius Garflelde, of Washington,
was the speaker. Hon. Asahel Bush of
Salem. accompanied him, and the two dis-
tingulshed gentlemen took dinner at oup
house, 1 remember listening, “with bated
breath,” as the saying is. to thelr pom-
ment on the political situation as they
partook of the moonday meal, and after-
wards was permltted to go to the meet-
Ing. It was the first one [ ever attended
and the rounds of applause and the
shouts that were brought out by the
elogquent Garfielde produced on my mind
the impression that the men were ready
to begin war right there!

Historle Bulldings of Sslem.

There was sincere mourning In  our
houschold when the election returns indi-
cated the undoubted defeat of Douglas,
and at this moment I can ARtinctly re-
calli how deeply § shared the Kenera)
gloom, and I knew enough of the situation
to ask my mother If there was still danger
of the destructlon of the Unlon. I had
learned that the Southern pedple had
threatened to destroy the Union, and that
that meant war. [ dldn't care so much
about the Unlon, as I remember it now,
as that I had & deadly horror of war, snd
she replled with a look of joy on her
face that I shall never forget that Lin-
coln was friendly to the Union,

In the early Spring of 1851 my father
scld his home In Silverton 1o the we™-
known ploarer and banker, A) Coolidge.
who still owns it and occuples the same
houss az a part of his resldence, and
moved to Salem, where 1 made my home
during the entire period of the Civil
War. The early history of Salem forms
one of the most interesting chapters in
the annals of the state. It was there
that the ploneer misslonaries of the Meth.
odist church made their first efforts to
establish orthodox Christianity among
the Indlans, and to establish schools

for all classes of our peaple. When, u1
& boy, I lived In Salem, Father David
Leslie, with his streaming, smow-white
halr, was & familiny figure on {ts streets,
and Father Waller was an Indefatigabie
worker for the Interests of the church
he represented, and the Willamette Unt.
versity. The old Methodist Church build-
ing, bullt In 1851, and whose walls have
#a often resounded with the eloguence of
Pearne, Hines, Leslle, Lee, Parrish and
Waller, has long since been moved 1o
an obscure back street, and for more
than ¥ years has been used as u steam
Inundry. The use of these old ploneer
historie bulldings for such menlal pur-
poses seems littie, If any, short of ab-
solute desecration. | am always Im-
pressed with this feellng when 1 pass by
the old Courthouse for Marion County,
which 1s now used as a llvery stable, on
a slde street. Its outer walls are of the
same malerial, precisely, and with tke
same Brtificlal painted appearance of stong
as when, Arst seelng It as a boy, 4 years
ago, Ite effort at deception was 0 sut-
cessfully accomplished that I readiiy took
it 10 be & stone bullding. How It mus
speak out, gplithough In the language of
mute Imploration, in its dllapldated and
negiected conditlon, to the few old plo-
neers who still linger about the streeis
of Balem, as they recall the time when
that grand body of men who comprised
Oregon's Constitutional Convention met
within |ts walls and bullded better than
they knew a governmental fabric that has
20 well and succesalully stood ageinsl
every effort to change It. In any particuo-
lar. for more than the lifetime of a gen-
eration!

There is not one of the old ploneers who
was a prominent factor in the bullding
of the state who has nat been in this old
relle of the early 50= on many occasions o
far-reaching Importance. It was In It that
the famous murder trial of Beale and
Baker ook place, in the Bpring of 1565
As a boy of 14, 1 attended the trinl, walk-
ing In from the country, 10 miles dis-
tant, for that purpose, and was greatly
interested In the arguments of the attor-
neys. As 1 rémember, they were prose-
culed by Messrs, Mailory and Wliilinms,

who were then pariners in business in
Salem, and each of whom has since served |
a term In the Natlonal Congress. Thry

were defended by Hon. David Logan, one

of the prominen: lawyers of ploneer times, ‘
and who was three {imes the unsuccessfu)
candldate for Congress by the Republican
party. The rial Judge was Hon. R. P
Bolee, who, by the way, i» still on 1Te
circuit bench for that district. I belleve
Judge Bolse has seen longer service In
the publle affalrs of Oregon than any
other man who has ever been a citizen
of this state. On the 12th of December,
1553, Hon. J. D. Boon. who was then Ter-
ritorial Treasurer, mentions in his repor
to the Legislature, that on December 17,
1852, he “pald R. P, Boise, per order No,
n, fdled In this ofMce, 200" I think Mr
Bolse was elected Prosecuting Atterney
in about 1853, and has been almos: con.
tinuously in the judicial service of the
state since, and now, at the age of
years, he 1s physically hale, strong men-
taily, has four years yet to his credlt
in his present term as Clreult Judge, “and
is rounding out sn active and creditable
career In the state he helped to found,
and is enjoying the csteem of-all his fel.
low-citlzena.

The Bullding of Salem.

During the last few days I have made
some Inquiries among the old settlers still
living In Salem about the early occupa-
tlon of that place, and have found it a
very interesting theme for study. The
early Methodist misslonaries first settled
on what I8 to this day kndwn In Marion
County as “"Mission Bottom.," It is one of
the richest agricultural dlstricts In the
entire state, and the particular spot where
the bulldings were érected Is owned by
Hon, Alexander M, LaFollet. The build.
ing® have long since all been removed or
destroyed, but the remalns of the cellars
and wells gre still there to annoy his |
horses, ag he has occaslon, once every
year, to plow across or around them.
Only & few venrs ago, a well-dressed
man from California appeared at his farm
and wanted to exhume the remains .of
two little children who had dled In the
early 40s—children of his brother. Mr, La.
Follet could glve him no Information in
the matter as to the location, and the
man finally found the widew of Webley
Hauxhaust, who was prepent at the burial
of the children and remembered that the
ETAves wers near an oak tree, and In that
Immediate vicinity oak trees were very
scarce. After looking around the pasture
awhile, Mrs. Hauxhaust located the tree
and found the falntest trace of an old
grave. and it proved to be the exact spot.
The man found the little bones and took
them away in an old carpet sack which
he had brought for that purposs,

The missionaries stayed at the “mis-
sion™ but a few years, for It s on the
lowlande, near the river, and was regard-
ed 2s a very unhealthy location, but if
that was ever a vaild objection to its oc-
cupancy it has long since been removed
(if the physical appearance of Mr, La-
Follet and his near neighbor, “Benl”
Jones, is to be admitted as evidence), But
the earlier pettlers thers soon had their
eyes on the higher site, where the Clity
of Salem now stands, and in 184 bullt
the oid “Oregon Institute”—famous In
the history of Oregon as the ploneer In-
stitution of learning on the Pacific Conast.
Professor J. L. Carter, late superintend-
ent of the State Blind School, recently
informed me that he has often heard his
mother nnd father. who settled on the
misslon in 15840, relate attending a meeting
of the early Methodists 2* “Chemeketa
Prairie,” In the Bummer of {1, and they
anscended the river, the distance being
about six miles, In canoea, and took with
them two broad sawed boards, on which
the mesembled plonesr Methodists might
eat thelr dinners. They were the product
of the new mill that had just been bullt
at the mission, were the first sawed
boards that ever entered the City of Sa-
lem, and were rsturned to the mission
in the evenlng by the same means of
capoe transportation.

The first bulldings for realdence and
business purposes were located in what is
known as North SBalem, at the crossing
of Mill Creek, and some of the oldest are
stfll standing. Perhaps the very oldest
is & part of the present residence of Judge
Boise, which was bulll and occupled by
L. H. Hudson, who was one of the set-
tlers of the misslon, and a & the frst
to move up to “Chemeketa Prairie.” This
old relle, has, however, been *“‘worked
over” and presenta all the appearances
of an up-to-date architectoral dude. but
tha *"Ipland House.” which was the chief
hostelry in the days of the Willametie
woolen mills' palmy experience. with
some of its contemporaries, while per-
haps quite 60 years of age, looks to be
fully 7, as It ie, gradually setiling Into
the earth, through the palsy of decay and
that dissolution that walts upon the heels
of neglect.

Early Legizsintion in Oregon.

In the later s, however, the business
of 8alem had largely drifted to the banks
of Soulh Mill Creek, and there Is less
business done In North SBalem now than
there was 40 years ago. There Is only
one store there at this time, and It s In
the same brick building that was occu-
pled for the same purpose, when [ first
when there In 1881, by J. D. Boon. Mr,
Boon wae one of the ploneer merchants
of Balem, and was elected Territorial
Treasurer December 16, 1551, by the Lag-
islature. This was in joint convention of
both houses. On the sames occasion Mr,
W. H. Wilson was elected Territorial
Auditor by a vote of 14, to 4 for B. F.
Harding. But Mr. Harding fared better
afterward, for on the next ballot he was
elected tp 8 position of Commissioner of
Cayuse War Clalms by a decisive vote
of 7, to § scattering for other worthy ms-
pirants.

The last session of the Legwmlature to
be held at Oregon Clty met there De-
cember 2, 1850, and adjourned on the 2lst
untl]-the ¥th. and adjourned sine die
February 8, 1551, There were elght mem-
bers of the Councll and 15 of the House.
The record abows thal Ashael Bush was
olocted chlef clerk of the House by a
vote of 11 to 4 for B. Genols. Bush =
still ome of the bualest of the business
men of Salem.

port of the state government.

The first session of the Legislature that

ever met In Balem convened there Decem-
ber 1, 1851 and adjourred January 21, 1852
Hon, Bamuel Parker, of Marion County,

was the president of the Councll, and
Hon, B, P, Harding, afterward United
Buates Benator, was clerk of the Houre.

1 understand that Hon, Ben Simpson,
who was a member of the House from
Marion County In that first Legislature
that ever met In that first capital of the
#late, Is stiil llving In Alabama, and, N
£9, he Is probably the only member of

| either house in that session who. fs still

a.ve. The first sesslon was heid In the
old Rector bullding, nfi Commercial sireet,
in old landmark which disappeared many
years ago, In after years the Legislature
met In the block now known as the Tur-
ner bullding, and continued its sessions
there untll the erectlon of the preszent
State Capltol. Provision was made at
once for the erection of a Stare Capitol
bullding with the help of the general
Government, and the commissioners’ re-
port 1o the Legislature December 22, 1853,
shows that had been expended in
cxcavations and foundatlon work on the
exact spot where the present Caplrol
bullding now stands. Janumry 4, 15,
Governor John W. Davis reported to the
Legislature that of the 320,000 appropri-
nted by Congress for the erection of pub.
llie bulldings *'at the seat of government"
there had been expended $08T4, leaving a
balance of $16G1%. This bullding was
never finlshed, however, and some time
in the 'Bla was burned to the ground. No
further effort was made to ersct a Capi-
to] bullding until 15, when provision
was made for the present structure, which
was first used, 1 believe, In 18576 by the
Legislature that élected Governor Grover
United States Senator,

Territorinal Records Incomplete,

The early records of the legislatlon of
Oregon are very Incomplete. No public
records were kept In regular form until
1553, when the Legislature appointed La
Fayette Grover a commiefoner to col-
lect and publish all the authentie Infor-
mation he could And on the subject. 1

have been examining these collectad aroh- |

Ives during the past few days with what
time 1 cou'd spare for that purposs, and
have found thrm intere:tine, indeed. The
very fret of the prere-ved records =aya
that “at a meeting of some of the In-
habitants of the Willamette Valley, held
on the 1ith of February, 1841, for consul-
tatlon coneerning the steéps to be taken
for tha formation of laws, the electlon
of afficers, to execute the same for th»
better preservation of peace and good
erder, the following buslness wos trans-
acted: Rev, Jason Lee was chosen chair-
man, and Rev. Gustavus Hines secre-
tary,” etc. Reference s made in these
minutes to a nrior mecting, but ro rec-
ord of !t o= svpe= kent

In order 1o lllustrate to our younger na-
tive tons and daughters and to remind
the oider ones what a small beginning
furnished o' basis for the werk of our
ploneer fathers and mothers 1 have se-
lected a few extracts from the early rec-
ords of thelr efforts to found a state.
For Instance, before (he organization of
the territorial government in 1549 the Leg-
Inlature consisted of but a House of Rep-
resentatives. The Legislative committse
met at Oregon Clty Dreeember 16, 184, and
adjourned from day to day for three days
for want of 2 quorum, the members pres-
ent belng Mesars, Burnett, Lovejoy, New-
ell and Mr, Speaker, and those absent
Messrs. Gllmare, HIll, Kelzer and Waldo,
The general appropriation bill, passed
and approved by Governor Abernsthy
December 22, 1845, amounted in the ag-
greguate to §10s6; S0 went to pay the
members of the House, the clerk was
allowed 340, and the engrossing clerk
was pald 0. My recollection is that the
amount pald out for clerk hire durlng one
of our present sesslons ls somcwhat In
excesx of this sum. December 19, 1815,
this law was approved by Governor Aber-
nethy:

Section 1. That the Governor of Oregon ia
hersby authorized to glve publie notice,
throughout Oregon, elther by publishing the
same In the newspaper. or otherwise, that he
will receive pealed proposals from all who may
desire to glve donations to the government for
the purpose of erecting public bulldings and
locating the sent of government—sald proposals
io state the amount to be given and the kind
of property in which It s to be paid

It might be sald In connectlon with this
propoesition that the manner in which our
Aassessment laws are disregarded at pres-
ent In many cases amounts to little more
than a voluntary contribution on the part
of some of our countles toward the sup-
December
12, 1845, Governor Abernethy approved the
following law:

in addition to gold and silver, treasury drafts,
upproved orders onm solvent merchants and
good merchantables wheat at the market price,
delivered at such places as K Is customury
for merchants to recelve wheat, shall be a
lawful tender for the payment of taxes and
Judgments rendered In the courts of this terri-
tory, and for the payment of all debta con-
tracted whers no speécial contracts have been
mades to the coptrary.

And December 18, the following year,
1848, It was declared that ““in the pay-
ment of debts due the territory or Indi-
viduals or companies, or cther wheat ar-
rangements, unless there ls a special con-
tract to the contrary, 80 pounds shall be
received as one buahel™

The House met In Oregon City Decem.
ber 7, 187, and at the afterncon session,
tie record says, Mr. Hembree, “from the
committes appointed to secure a room,
reported that ‘the room now occupled
by Stephen Meek could be obtaloed for
$1 25 per day,” which report was adopted.”
Bur the next day, the recond says, the
report, on motion of Mr., Nesmith, wis
rejected and the House adjourned “‘to
meei at the Methodist Church in 3 min-
utes.”” No reason |s assigned whatever
for this very disrespectful treatment ol
Mr. Meek, The early Leg'slatois seem (o
have encountered a great deal of trouble
In securing rcoms In which to engage In
their deliberations. At the beginning of
the session of 186 Mr. Mesek reported as
follows:

Mr. Bpeaker. the committes appointed to pro-
curs & room for the use of the Lagislature
beg leave to report that they have discharged
thelr duty by examining a room pronosed by
Mr. Enichton, at $2 a day, and one proporcd
by Mr. Card, at — por day. Taking every-
thing into, conelderatian. we recammend the
farmer.

sented to the Legislature, signed by B. A
Clarke and 144 others, asking for the In-
corporation of the City of Portland. A
bill to that effect was Introduced by Mr.
King, January 11, 1551 read the second
time on the [Ith, and passed on the Mih,
and went into effect Immediately. The
first section reads am follows:

Section 1. That so much of the County of
Washington as Is comprised In the land clalms
known as the “Portland claim™ and “‘John
H. Couch's claim.'" and bounded as follows:
Commencing at the northeast corner of Finia
Caruthers’ iand ciatm, thence down the middio
of the Wallamet River two miles, to the povih
line of Couch's clalm, thence weat slong sald
line ope mile. thence south along (he line of
sald Couch’s and Fortland claims two miles,
And thence to the place of beginning. shall be
and ls hereby erected and consthtuted a city
corporate by the name of the “'Clty of Port-

land.*"  Provided, that that part of the Incor-
poratlon within the limits of sald incorporazion
known as the Tanney property be exempt

fram taxatlon for city purpasea

Oregon Chty was Incorporated during
the same sessicsd. and became a oity on
the first Menday of the following April.

The town of Eola was Incorporated
January 16, 186, when Delagon Bmith
wns rpeaker of the House, and the In-

corposat’on acl Is fully twice as

that cf Portland

Name of Clinmpoeg County Changed
to Marion,

Marlon County was known as Champoeg
County untll the name was cHanged by
the Legislatiire December 3, 1545, August
I8, 1840, It was "resolved that the county
seal of Champoore County be and the
same is hereby [ocated at the town of
Balem, In =ald epunty.”

On January 12, 1854, 1t was “Resolved,
that the name of Rogue River be nnd the
rame s hereby changed to Gold River.”
and the second section adds that *‘this
act to take effect from and afler Its pas-
sage.” But the ‘‘consensus of pubile
opinlon™ s that that act haa never been
enlareed,

The House of Representatives thai met
In Balem In 1338 consiz.ed of 23 members,
all of whom are now dead, I bolleve, ex-
ctpt Judge Balne and ex-Governor Grover.
When the Council met there were but
two memb viz., Humphrey of

long as

mbers present,
Eenton ind Lane, and Scott of Umpqua,
Deuglas and Jackson. The Journa! sass
that although the two members only

| wrre prezent. they promplly organized the

And at the openinT of the se=sslon as |

late as 1848, Mr. Crawford, of Marion
County, reparted:

Your commMtee, to whom was referred thp
precuring of a house In which to hold the pres-
ent sesalon of the Legislature, beg leave (o
repaort that they have examined several houses,
and have decided in fuvor of the one ownecd
by G. W. Rice, which., tog=ther with wood for
the sesrion, cau be had al § per day, in ecrip,

Durlng the Presldential camppign just
closed a great dea] was sald In many
parts of the United States about what was
called “Oregon’s black iaw.” belng an
obsolete clause in our constitution which
forbids negroes holding property, or even
living, within the state. 1 find the fore-
runner of this provislon In an act of the
Territorial Legislature, passcd December
15, 1844, which reads as follows:

Section 2. That If mny much free negro or |

mulatto shall fall to quit and leave the ecoun-
try. as reauired by the aet of which this Is
amendatory, he or she may be.arrested upon
& warmant issusd by some Justice of the
Peace: and If guilty upon trial before such
Justice had, the sald Justice shall lswue his
order to any offiter competent 1o execule pro-
cesa, directing sald officer to glve 10 days
public notice by at least four written or print.
o4 advertisements, giving notlee that he will
publicly hire out such free negro or mulatto
to the lowest bidder, on a day and at a place
therein specified. On the day snd at the place
mentioned in sald notics, such oMcer shall
expose ruch free negro or mulatto to publlc
hiring: and ihe person who will obligate him-
self to remove such free negro or mulatts
from the -country, for the shortest term of
service, s*all enter Into bond with good and
suffielent security to Oregon, In a penalty of
nt least FL000, binding himself to remove sald
negro or mulatio out of the coyntry within
six months after such term of service ahall
explre; which bond shall be flied in the clerk's
office of the proper county: and upoa failure
to perform the conditions of sald bond, the
Attorney prosecuting for Oregon shall com-
mence & suM upon a oertified copy of euch
bond In the Cireult Court agalnst such delin-

Council. The record says that “on mo
tlon of Mr. Scot:, A, L. Humphrsy ®as
elecled preeident pro tem.™

Cn the 22d of June. 1844, the Legislatute
enacted the following law:

Thet aM meles of the age of 10 vears and

upwards nnd all females of the age of 12 and
Upnards shall be detmed comr-eten® to entr
Into the marmage contract,
2 That when either of ths parties
ehall be minors. the male under 21 years or
ike femnale under the age of 18 years, no per-
®on authorized to solemnpise marrlages shall
dn 3¢ Without tht con-eni of the carsnt or
guardian of suzk minor: and In case such Fer-
son does solemnlze such marriage without the
con=mt of such parent or guardian, he =hall
pay the sum of $10 10 suchy parent or Funard-
lan, to be reocvired by actlon for d-br hefore
the proger coptzt Provided, however, that L=
want of such copzeat shall not lavalidate sush
marringe

The third resalution, passed al the ses
slon of 183 by the House, resolved that
“The

Chief Clerk of the Hcuse e in-
structed to procure one cosvy of each
nEwspaper in this territory. to be fur-

nlshed each member of this House dir.
ing this session.”” At this time that would
be deemed a very extravagant resolntlon

On the 2th of December, 1852, the name
of the town of Marysville, In Benton
County, was changed to Corvaliis.

On the 24 of December, 1846, it was ““Re-
solved, that the cditor of the Oregon Spee-
tator be allowed a seat at the clerk’s ta-
ble. for the purpose of reporting the pro-
ceedings of the present Legialature.™

On December 16, 1847, Mr, Nesmith of-
fered —a resolution for sending a remon.
strance of this House to the President
of the Unlted States agnlnst the appoint-
ment of J. Quinn Thornton to any offles In
this territory.”

On December 1T, 187, an aet was pusscd
to “appropriate 500 to defray the ex-
penses of J. L. Meok. as n speclal mes-
senger to the United States."™

On December 22, 1845, the town on the
west side of Willamette Falls, known
as "Robins’ Nes!" was changed to Liun
City,

In the genernl appropriation bill of 188,
section 4 provides for the payment of
";he sum of §111 %% for the pay of Bher-
Divoercea Granted by the Leglalature.

On Wednerdny, the 224 of December,
147, Mr. Ford presented the petition of
E. Bristow, praying the Legislature to
name his residence “Pleasant HIIL™ And
every few pages In the journals, for
vears, there ia the record of a divorce
granted where some worthy ploneer cou-
ple had agreed to go their separate waya,
and In many of them the reasons for
separation are given with reclital of de-
talls that savors very strongly of modern
yellow journallsm.

But for all this. considering the difficul-
tles that surrounded the ploneers who
founded our territorial and state govern.
ments, the great distance to the seat of
parent Government, the Indifference shown
by many of the leading statesmen of the
country, the hostile and treacherous at-
titude and conduct of the various Indlan
tribes, the history of Oregon from 1840
to 1860 reads [lke a heautlful romance.
And It was pot untl]l the €= that plo-
neer customs and conditions began to
really disappear. When 1 first went to Sa-
lem, in 1561, the only means of Iranspor-
tatlon from San Francleco to Portland
was by means of stags coach, [ can =
tinetly remember how Den Stanton, onr
of the overland drivers, usged o come
over the hlil In S>:*h Salem, with his
four horses on a full rud, under the crack
of the whip, and blowing his bugle to
notlfy the rown that he was coming. The
old-time stage driver might let his horses

take an ordinary galt when driving
through the country, but when he en-
tered a town they were Invarlab'y trave

ellng at a break-neck speed, and the way
they would dash recklessly around sireet
cornere never falled to provoke the envy
of every boy In the town. [ ean remem.
her when my hichss: aspiration was (o
become n stage driver, with the abllity to
dexterously manipulate a four-horse whif,
arnd to drive Into the town where all the
other boys were still plodding around =at
common vocatlons,

While indulging In reminlscences, [ can.
not fall to recail the famous flood In De-
cember, 1861, The first sleigh ride [ re-
member ever taking was during the snow
storm that preceded that feod. If I re.
member corroctly, the snow went off with
a warm raln, and the helght reached by
the river has never since been equalled.
1 remembter that a pollceman came o our
house about 4 o'clock in the morning and
notified us that we would have to va-
cate. As we hurrled across the bridge
leading into South Salem the water was
so high that {t touched the flooring, and
in a few hours the bridge was gone. It
was a sight never (o be forgottsn by
those who bebeld It, and [ remember
with what rejolcing the people of Salem
welcomed the arrival of the first steam-
boat. It was the old Onward, with Cap-
taln George Pease, who s still in active
service, as pliot, and it was tied up near
the foot of Commerclal street, not far
from where the Willamette Hotel now
stands. The arrival of Captain Pease,
under the circumstances, and because of
the Immense amount of pralse bestowed
upon him for his great feat, for a time
threatened to eclipse, In the minds of the
boys, the reputation of Ben Stanton, the
stage driver. But that trip of Captaln
Pease really stands out In the history of
Oregon as one of great skill and bravery,
and by the means of which, though un-
dertaken under trylng .diffcultles, many
Hves weare saved

Sympathisers With the Rebellion.

Strange as It may seem at this late day,
there were during the days of the Civil
War a great many sympathisers with the
South, and many of them were as oui-
spoken In thelr sympathles as though they
were llving in South Carollna. 1 remem-
ber hearing many such expressions my-
self. Many of these men became so nolsy
in the Summer of 1554 that it was rumored
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the genius to

with Ivory Soap.

A GREAT Z MAN'’'S IDEA.
ENIUS, as Ruskin defines it, is simply
a superior power of seeing. Have you

element in the success of your house-keeping
is the use of Ivory Soap? Judged by the work
it does Ivory is the cheapest soap in America
to-day. It is harmless.
and delicate stuffs should be washed only

see how important an

Embroideries, laces

about that they would Interfere with the |
holding of the Prealdential election in No- |
vember of that year. | belonged al that
time to the then c¢elebrated loeal militia
company. the "Marlon Rifles,” with Sam
uel E. May as Captain, [ réemember that
in ordrr to prevent any Interference wilh
the orderly holding of the sle<tion, a mee:-
ing of our company was held the night
before, signals were agreed apon that
wore 10 be given in ense of an emergency
by the use of the Methodist Church bell,
and each of us 100k his muske; to
hnme, with a round of ammunition, ready
At a moment's notice to meet, armed, at
the armory. Lucklly, however, no trouble
arose, and the anticipated outbreak never
oocurred,

1 sav ail this sounds strangsly now, but

his

time heals all wounds, and rthose who
were Southern sympathlzers then, and
gome of them are hving yet, are as loynl
to the flag today, and (0 Its (nterests and

its honor, aa thourh that
ness”’ had never occurred,

I remember when the news of the
of Vicksburg waa recelved In Salem the
even: wns made the subject of public
srrvices In the Meothodlst Church, and I re.
call with perfect dl=tinciness how Father
Parrish made a sticring patriotle addresa
fiom the pulpit on that occasion. Those
were exciting times, and some the
experiences were dramatic, whoily beyond
the power of our younger brothers and
sisters to reailze. but the hope s cher-
Ished that they may never see Its coun.
terpart In the history of our cduntry.

But the old dayvs have passed, and we |
are confronted by pew conditions and new
responsibilities. Put few of the old, sturdy
plonesra are left, and they have pract-
rally dropped from the active afales of
Efe and arve watching the efforts of thoir
descendants to merit thelr great inherit.
ance. After a life of so great usefulness |
and honor to his adopted state, Nesmith |
sleeps on the hanks of the Rickreal, near |
the old homesteald he loved so well, and
where all his actlve life was spent, when
not In the servioe of the commonwealth.
The oldsr members of the Applegate fam-
ily have long since gone to Tost among
the lovely hills of Southern Oregon, whrr_p
they selected thelr homes more than half
a century ago. and which they Kelped to
wrest from the murderous Indlans of that
section. Waldo and Newell, and the elder

eBride, and Deady, and Smith, and
Lane, and scores of others of cqual eml-

‘unplensint-

of

fall | &

lttle 10 a lfe

with hilgh and
with ldeals man

wid  but

that

nohle

far above the common lev

Md age. No study Is so

to bring about such resulls as the one
which enables the child to contemplinte
the lives of “the immortal few, who wers
not horn o dle’” 111 whoe have succesdod
in Impressing thelr individoalities upon
the pages of their countey's hi ry. The
outhiu mind shoulil be mitted to
- pteps which have led
oik and rencwn

thi= conpection | cannot

op-
riom Eds A

s -pen,

Klests y& T

1 of Columbu of Husds of
A the fortitude of John Smith, of
Stun ind of snnol but excits

C ourage of reaad the nar-
rative of thelr 1melllgent pupll
will follow the ikl LT T
trious p it under Jdiffi-

v, withott of his own

Iratlons I teach reso-
lute patlence, th-telling. manly honor
and Jisi ablie spirit better than
thut of And where will a
poor ind, strugglng with poverty, MAnd
more encouragsmant to strictest ) Sty
10 dillgent study and 10 s#im of
charncter than In the history of Lincoln?
It would be a pity for a country with
auch examples in history not to uss
them for the tralning of the
YOURg.

A history canstructad on a blographical
plan, naturally leads the youmg Inquiring
mind Into the world of pction which sur-
rounded the great char ra of ecach
period of past events, The three books

(recently adopted In this state) Thomes'

Elsmentary History, Dale's Amerlcan
Cllizen and Thomas' Revised History,
are a frinal unity on the subject of Am-
erican history and government Each
book is a necessary complement to the
ather
Lives aof great men all remind us
We an make our lUves sublime,
An Isparting, leave behind us
Fc Mprints on the sapids of time
WILLIAM M COLVIG.
e e el e

Laborer's Pay and Earnings.
PORTLAND, Aug H.—{To thes Editor.)
—A street talker upon Sbelniism  Iast
evening mnade the assertion that the aver-
age wages of all laborers In the ited

nence and usefulness, have long ntpr»
gone to that undiscoversd couniry Bul
although men may come and men may g9, |
humian responsihilities and dutles never
cease. It Is n part of the history of the
humnn race that younger generations
bave always proven themselves able to
assume and to discharge successfully the
dutles falling upon them, and It la be
leved that the native sona and daugh-

ters of Oregon, together with those who |

have come gmong us, wiil prove no ex.
ception to this historieal fact. Our devo
tlon to the welfare and 'honor of our
beloved state i unhounded and Immeas-
urable, and ocur efort should be glven to
Its continved d=vclopment along such
lines as will contribute to the advance-
ment and bhettorment of all Ite people.

THE BIOGRAPHICAL PLAN

ftndy of Elementary History Ia the
Public Schoolws.

JACKBONVILLE, Or., Aug. 10.—(To the

Editor.)—An eiltorial appeared In The
Sunday Oregonlan of July 28 en-
titled '"Teaching by a Fad.” It seems
to me that the writer of that artisle
knows more about “fadsz” than ha
does about teaching clementary his-
tory—or the purposes of its study In
the schoolse. He condemns Thomas
Elementary History which was recently
adopted as a text-book In Oregon, be-

eause it 15 bullt upon what is called the
blographical plan. This fact conmmends
it to those who are profesnlonally
gaged in teaohing the youth of the land,
and s regarded by them as its most d's-
tinctive and meritorious feature.

We should remember, when considering

o=

the subjoct, that such a text-hook s [;U(E
or

Intended for advanced pupils, but «
those only who are not prepared or quall-

fled fo enter into the more solld and
higher essentiale of history. It Is simply
step to the

a beginning—a preparatory
more philosophical study of this useful
branch of learning.

Nor is Dr, Thomas alone in this plan;
Eggleston, Mowry, Montgomery and ther
prominent writers of »achool histories
have pursued the same course.

McMaster's Elementary History Is built

he other plan, and ought Lo meet
]Illl'l::n\'l‘e“ of the writer of the sditorial
mentloned. It !s solld, phllosophical his-
tory. “bofled down,” When the child
finishes It. he may then move on to a
higher grade and enter upon more of !m-
same kind of eerious history, covering
{dentically the same ground, reiterating
the same Incldents, but more “wordy’ in
texture. McManter's Elementary History
is, as the author states in the prefachk
*a narrative of svents,” and McMaster's
School History le nlsoe & narrative of the
same events. The ordinary pupil will
grow weary of this sameness before he
completes the second book. It will he
about as Interesting to him as Black-
stone's Commentaries are to a 18-year-aid
girl, Dr, Thomae in the preparation of
hia Elementary Bchool History, has faol-
lowed a course entirely consistent with
pedagogicel principles, In thi=—that pri-
mary education should bhe pursued along
the line of the least resistance. To a
child biography Is the natural door into
history. As Eggleston says: ““The or-
der of events In a natlon's life is some-
what above the reach of younger puplls,
but the course of human Nfe, and the

personal achlievements of an ndividual
are intelligible and delightful”™
The acquisition of #oild knowledge can

States was 3 42 and that they actually
carned 88 per day, and that the eaplitalist
recelved the difference. [f this & not so
conld you Kkindly give me the exact fig-
ures Or A8 Near as you can?

8. B. HART

| The

that the average pay
af Inbharers In the United States (= §1 42
| per day ls about right, but the further
statement that each laborer really
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Pulled Lineolin's Hale,
Lesile’s Popular Montaly
While Mr r
. Melld, a Judge of th

the ding and most

the piagce, had occast
Mr, Lincoln was mot ov
matier of dress, and

Eincolr

hls manners, The Judg
the par.or, where he found
sprawled out across a coupie

The

| reclining at his oas
asked to he seated
his positian In the j=ast
tered [nto conversatior
While the two were talkis
| coin entered the room. She
couree, greatly embarrassed at
roln's offhand manner of eatertalning his
caller, and, stepping up behind her huse
| band, she grasned him by kalr and
twitched his hend ahout, at the same time
Iooking at him reprovingiy.

=

th
the

Mr. Lincoln apparently dJdi4 not natice
the rebuke. He simply looked up at hils
wife, then noross o the Judge, and, with-
out rising, said: .

“Little Mary, allow me to iniroduce you
to my friend, Judge So-nnd-So.
It will be remembered that Mrs. Lin-
coln’'s malden name was Mary Todd, and
| that she was very short In siature. -

No lady can do without powder, but
buy the best. It's Sitin-8kin Powder,
| flesh, white, brunetie tints. e,

Pears’

Only they who use it
know the luxury of it.

I

Pears' is the purest and
best toilet soap in all the
world.




