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HIS SOURCE OF WEAKNESS,

The McKinley Administration has
many points of excellent achievement,
but it has one polnt of most damaging
weakness. Affairs of diplomacy,
finance, the Navy and (since Alger's
petirement) the Army have besn admir-
ably handled by efficlent Secretaries;
“wDut there is one very Important matter

that cannot be delegated to Secretaries,
&nd this s the matter of appolntments,
The Presldent's amiabillty, which pre-
vents him from saying “No" at oppor-
tune times, is a prolific source of trou-
ble, but the main dlfficulty la In the
method the President adopted at the
beginning of his first term and has
pursued with fidelity throughout.

The watchword of the McKioley
method of appolutments has been ma-
chine rule. Wherever he found a ring
in apparent ascendancy In a state, pos-
sessed of the ofllees and party organiza-
tion, he has recogmized it to the exclu-
sion of all other persons, Influences and

. & smmunity Interests whatsoever. To
Republicon rings throughout the
ULl the President can refuse noth-

g To them he has turned over the

the Federal appointees through-
L country, and the clvil service
. Washington. This was not Cleve-
way, nor Harrison's, Thelr effort
was to ascertiin the needs of the vari-
ous offices, large &nd small, and find
the men (o fit them. Thus they
strengthened their Administration and
thelr party with the people, wherens
McKinley has weakened both.

A prime qualification with an execu-
tive Is the abllity to say “No" BEspe-
clally in the Presidemtial office, encoun-
tering, as it does, the tremendous pres-

)

this abllity to say “No" is all-important
because It alone can stand agalnst de-
moralization of the public service. In
its default, we shall see just what we
bhave under McKinley—sacrifice of the
Army to gpoilsmen, an odious “Federal
brigade™ In every etate, wholesale vio-
iation and scorn of the civil service
laws, leniency for offenders and par-
dons for bank-wreckers. A siguificant
commentary on the civil service situa-
tion Is afforded by an article from the
New York Times, reprioted in another
column on thig page.

The Presldent's method is nmot only
bad for the country but it defeats the
end aimed at. He thinks to intremch
s party, but he only weakens it. His
course is natural to him, and he will
doubtiess pursue It to the end of his
dncumbency. By that time he will
leave hig party In a very unenviable
eltuatlon. It is slready gadly demor-
alized ‘through his policy of leading It
from the rear, and even now it looks
forward to the approaching Congres-

slopal elections &nd the greagter
events of 1904 with misgiving
and Justifiable alarm. In conse-

quence of his fallure to strengthen it
through firm leadershlp, 1t looks for-
ward to a most desperate effort to
maintain itself, notwithstanding the
brilllant record of its chisf departments
at Washington.

SEE—

NOT AN EXAMPLE.

They who want to push the Govern-
ment of our country Into soclalistic
schemes continually cite the postoffles
as » favorite illostration of the manner
in which Government can do it, when it
tries. But the posioffice is not a pro-
duective Industry. It 1s not even com-
pelled to earn itz own support, and in
fact never has earned It It by no
means follows thai because an under-
taking of this kind can be carried on,
through the Government, the great pro-
ductive Industries, as iron, steel and
shoemaking, could be ecarried on
through the same agency.

But is the postofiice, a= a Natlonal
undertaking, really successful? They
who &re so fond of citing It as proof
andl example of what the Government
can do would do well to rend what the
Auditor of the Treasury for the Post-

office Department says in ¢ North
American Review. He tells that the
service “swarms with Incongruities,

temptations and perils.” There is abun-
dant opportunity for heavy embezzle-
ments and defzlcations, which in fadt
are constantly occurring. Opportuni-
ties for forgery are numerous, and for-
geries outright, ax well as suecessiul
attempts to “ralse” money orders, are
of frequent occurrence. “Under the
practice of paying money orders at of-
fices other than those at which they are
drawn,” says the Auditor, “an evil-dis-
posed person could buy ten 3100 orders
at the New York office payable in Phil-
adelphia; hold them for & short time]
apply for and procure duplicates. pre-
gent the Iatter at the Philadeiphia of-
fice and recelve payment; then immedi-
stely collect his original orders at Bal-
and have abundant time to dis-

sure of unscrupulous political rlng!.l

" . | . ; ’.

appear entirely from public view before
the fraud could be detected.” It is
afdded that In privete hands the post-
office would never be suffered to con-
tinue under existing haphazard meth-
ods, which are largely the product of
palitica., For even yet, the service de-
pends largely on the mutations of Na-
tional politice, notwithstanding the con-
glderable progress that has been made
with the merit system.

Observe, moreover, that there is no
necessity of rendering the system self-
supporting. It cannot therefore be a
model for those who would extend the
Wdustrial functions of governmént. It
is not In fact an lodustry; it produces
nothing and the taxpayers make up the
annual deficits. Nothing therefore cotld
be more erroncous, more at fault, than
the habit of using the postoffice as an
fllustration of what might be accom-
plished under a general system of mu-
oleipal, state or Natlonal colleetivism,

THE NEW RECITROCITY.

Reciprocity is not tariff reform. It
has a clalm to high regard for the ene-
mies it has made, and that ls all. Those
who will urge it upen the ensulng Con-
gress are not sincere In anything but
thelr devotion to private and partisan
ends,

There ls reciprocity and reciprocity.
One s & legiimate device of some real
capacity for good If intelligently em-
ployed, and of this sort of reciprocity
there are some sincere adherents, But
the reciprocity with which we shall now
have to deal is a weak and spurious
invention, advoecated by protected in-
terests as a means of augmenting thelr
own gains,

Congress has refused serlous consid-
eration both to tariff reform of the
Babeock order and to reciprocity of the
Kasson school. But popular dJdisap-
proval of this eourse Is finding loud and
Indignant volee, Something must be
done. It will be dangerous for the Re-
publicans to go Into the Congressional
elections of 1802 without the semblance
of an effort to reduce the Inilguitous
protection safforded to the industrial
trusis by existing tariffs. The Repub-
llean leaders see this, and they have
decided on thelr course, which is dis-
honest nnd should be ineffectual

The programme is td deprecate tariff
reform and to tle up with reciprocity.
The proposal is for a system of letting
in free such goods as we do not now
produce in return for concesslons by
forelgn natlons on our manufacturss.
it Is o hoax. ‘The goods we do not pro-
duce are on the free list mow, They
have never been protected because no
lobby has been sent to Washingion
for that purposce. We protect the in-
dustrial trusts, but we give them free
raw material except in such things as
are ralsed by others among us also
clamorous for protection. Coffee is free
gnd tea has always been free exceptl
under the war revenue tax. The great
trople staples of dyewoods, fertilizers,
quinine, sulphntes and saits, aromatic
oils, Nearice, Indigo, lodine, crude rub-
ber, gutta percha, jute, manlia, phos-
phates, sulphur, turpentire, are on the
free list. We tax suger, hides, matting,
rice, ete., because they come into oon-
petition with home products. The num-
ber of goods not produced here and now
taxed, avallable for this bogus reci-
procity programme, is Infinitesimal.
Protectionists are for this form of recl-
procity because it keeps the word of
{ promise to the ear and breaks it to the
hope,

The new and spurious reciprocity has
another basls, and more, definite. It
represents the desires of the industrial
trusts and the Administration’s perpet-
ual gurrender to those trusts. Tarift
reform, honest and actual, would cut
down the dutles which secure & mo-
nopolized home market to the lmmense
body of rall, wire, hoops, machinery, lo-
comotive and Implement corporations
that are based primarily upon iron and
steel. Thes2 are strong in  Ohlo,
whenee come McKinley and Hanaa,
They are strong In Pennsylvania, where
the stes] trust reigne. They are strong
in Illinols, for whose manufacturers
Sepator Cullom speaks In yesterday's
dispatches. Through Morgan and
Rock=feller they are strong in the great

railrond combinatons, identified in
countless ways with the Industrial
trusis.

1t s well for the country to appre-
hend thus early what these glant cor-
porations will demand and the Presi-
dent will recommend In his forthcoming
message. They will propose to reduce
the tariff through reciprocity in such a
way as to hold the home markets for

into forelgn markets at whatever nec-
essary sacrifice of other Interests. What
among these other Interests will be of-
fered for macrifice does not yet appear.
Sugar and frults, hides and wool, are
ilkely to be among the first attncked.
Whatever will minister to the profits of
manufacturers who no lenger need pro-
tection will be selected for slaughter.
But the proposed wvictims will make
themselves heard, and will aot be easily
sllenced. How well the country re-
gards a progromme of frée¢ raw ma-
terials and protected manufactures ofn
be gathered from the protest that went
up from producers everywhere over the
original draft of the Wilson bill In 1834,

A GREAT GAME FIsH,

Something has bern sald from time to
time In The Oregoninn, pro and con,
concerning the merits of the black bass,
meaning by that the small-mouthed
black bass of the North Atlantic States
and the Middle West, and not the large-
mouthed variety, known as the *Os-
wego buss" a far Inferior fish both in
| the sport it alfords the angler and in
ftg value for the table The small-
mouthed black bass s found In the St
Lawrence and all the Great Lakes; In
Lale Champlain and Lake George; In
the Delaware, the Susquehaannn and
the Polomac. It has been jntroduced
into all the lakes and ponds of the Mid-
dle West; abounds In the fishing waters
of Minnesota, and Is régarded by ex-
b perienced anglers as the finest game
fish in the country. The relative game
qualities of the brook trout and the
blsck bass bave been the subject of
long argument beitween a good many
good anglers, but the differance of opin-
jon 1s generally due to the fact that
the anglers have pot been familiar with
‘both trout and bluck bass, or at least
have not angled for black bass with
the same fine tackle used in catching
trout. The latest sportsman to confess
judgmént & fevor of the black bass i
Kit Clarke, who writes the New York
Sun:

For yoars, with toague and pen, 1 malntained
that the trout was clamplon among fresh-
water fnny fAghters

1 desire to “withdraw my amdawit," chew
the cid, *‘take water” and confess my error.

It has beett my good fortune to "“IHt"™ whols
keapn of trout in various quarters and from
many waters af this beautifu! world, but my
experience with black bass In swift waterw
during the Iast four years flis me full of the
belief that he Ia the gremtest guns fOah Chat
swimn.

Given a fOve-ounce rod, & good fiy and a

the truste and secure to them entrances

|

Tiff-on the uppar Del e, and o two-g
bass will outfight, outakirmish, outgenersl
any fish of his inches that plows any old
kind of water,

And when it comes to original devices
Ingenious  tricks to mystify and fool
angler, the black hass can glve cands
spades to the most expsrt conjurer,
beat him out “‘hands down.™

Anglers who ‘go in search of black
bass will nead to remember that it is &
most capriclous fish in Its appetite.
Some days it will rize to a fly, and
other days the live minnow is the most
killing bait. Bometimes the helgramite,
popularly known among bass fishermen
as the dobson, is the most fascinating
lure, and at other times the black bass
will take the common earthworm, or
“angleworm,” most greadily, and large
strings are somelimes taken by using
a bit of pork rind for bait, the bass evi-
dently mistaking the white of the pork
rind for & small fish. Trolling for bass
with a spoon Is practiced In Inkes,
ponds and rivers, but it is poor sport
compared with taking bass with fine
tackle and a tront rod and reel. Of
course, |n using fine tackle g landing
net I8 indispensable, for a bass that
does noi exceed two pounds i3 a far
strouger flsh than a trout of the same
weight. If a fine tackle Is not used,
good sport can be obtained by using a
stout bamboo rod with a reel, and &
line and hook strong enough to hold
the fish while landing him. A landing
net j8 desirable In any ovent, for a
bass that exceeds 23 pounds Is a very
powerful and artful fish.

The small-mouthed black Dbass,
broiied or baked, is an excellent fish for
the table. The fesh is firm, well fla-
vored; there are few small bones, and
next to the whitefish and the trout the
small-mouthed black basg Is the best
fresh-water fish ln the waters of the
United States. It 1s a far less bony fish
than the pike or plekerel, or wall-eyed
plke, Itz flesh s firmer and better
flavored, and as a game fish that fights
for its life from start to fnish there is
no fish of its welght or inches that com-
pares with {t. When a black bass feels
the hook It leaps at least two feel out
of the water in its efforts to get free;
ft will swim for the boat to make the
line slack; it will sulk at the bottom:
it will make for a rock or a root in or-
der to enag the llne. Altogether, no
fish that swims affords more sport to a
genuine angler.
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A HOT WAVE.

The records of the fata] heat from
which the whole country east of the
Rocky Mountains and north of the line
of the Ohlo and the Potomac suffered
last month ought to make our people
thankful that we never experience a
hot wave of equal duration and Inten-
gity. In the terrible hot sgpell of last
month 260 people died In New York Clty
in one day as the direct result of Sum-
mer heat. This was 108 more deaths
than the highest heat mortality for any
single day ever before recorded, the
highest previous record being the 11th
of Augusi, 188, when the number of
deaths from heat was 141 The hot
weather of 1596 lasted from August @
to August 18, iInclusive, and in this
whole period there were 79 fewer deaths
than occurred in New York City on the
24 uit, There have only been two ooca-
slons in thé thirty years that the
Weather Bureau has been In exlstence
when the mortality from Summer hent
for New York Clty has approached the
figures of this vear. One was in Au-
gust, 1596, 'just maentloned, and the
other, In 1876, lasted from June 24 to
July 21, inclusive. Thers was no slo-
gle dey in all the twenty-cight days
of torrid weather of 1876 In which the
mortality from hedt came near the rec-
ord of July 2. The highest temperature
In the hot week of 1896 was 94, for New
York City, while the highest tempera-
ture In the recent hot spell that
scorched New York Clty from June 27
to July 5 was 90.8.

The record of the heat for other lead-
ing cities of the country that were
struck by the hot wave is appalling
when we contrast it with the record of
hot days in Portland. In Philadelphia
the first twe days of July the mercury
rose to 102 degrees and 103 degrees, re-
spectively. In Boston the record for
July 3 was 9§; Baltimore's record for
the first two days of July was 103. The
highest record for Cinclnnati was 106
degrees on July 72, but there were four
other deys In the month when the mer-
cury in that clty reached 100 degrees.
On the 10th and the fist of July the
mercury in Chicago marked 107 degrees,
At S8t. Louls the highest record was 108
degrees, July 24, but thers Were tén
other days when the thermometer fur-
nighed the following torrible record:
July 1, 100 degrees; July 5 100 degrees;
July 10, 14 degrees; July 11, 104 de-
grees; July 12, 102 degrees; July 17, 100
degrees: July 20, 100 degrees; July 21-
23-23, 106 degrees each day. The
record of Knnuns City for the month Is
the worst of all, for thers were twenly
days In the month when the thermom-
eter did not fall dbelow 100 degrees,
There were two days when the record
was 108 degrees; five days when 104 de-
grees was recorded, and six days when
the mark was 102 degrees. For the
month of July the City of Philadélphia
had buot four days when the maximum
temperature fell below 80 degrees, and
New York had but six such days. Phil-
adelphia had twelve days when the
thermometer went above 90 degrees,
and New York had ten such days. The
City of 8t, Paul had a record of 104
degroes for July 24, a record of 102 de-
grees for July 20, and a record of 100
for July 22 8t Paul had twelve days
when the thermometer went above %0
degrees, and but six days when the
maximum temperature fell below 80
degrees. These figures show that Chl-
cago and St. Paul had a dally maxi-
mum temperaiure aboul the same as
that of Philadelphian and New York
Clty.

The hot days in Portland thus far
were June 16, 17, 18, when the thermom-
eter rose to 5t degrees, 56 degrees, 87
degrees. Since that date wg had no
hot days untll last Saturday, whea the
thermometer marked 86 degrees; on
Sunday It rose to 92 degrees, and on
Monday it marked 91 degrees for max-
fmum heat. In the whole month of
July there was but one warm day, July
23, when 52 degrees was the maximum
heat, These are remarkable figures, as
fllustrating the delightful character of
our Summer climate. The day will
eome when hundreds of people Wwill seek
refugs from the dreedful Summer heat
that scourges the whole country east of
the Rocky Mountaing and north of the
Ohlo and Potomac llae In the cool cli-
mate of Western Oregon and Washing-
ton. Of eourse, those who are near the
great seaside resorts of New England
and New Jersey will not seek the Pa-
eific Coast, but there will be hundreds
from the heat-scorched trans-Missls-
sipp! States who will some day szek the
Oregon and Washington coast as a
Summer resort. In event of a hot wave
nt the East there is absolutely no rellet
short of the great open sea beaches of
Malne, New York and New Jersey, and

there 18 no rellef there the moment you
quit the seaslde, while the Summer
keat In Western Oregon is never severe
enough to make a general exodus 10
the seaside a necessity, as it s to those
who can afford it in the North Atlantic
States. Some day there will be quite
an addition to the transient if not the
permanent population of Oregon, be-
cause of lts delightfully cool Summer
climate compared with that of the rest
of the country,

The New York Journal of Commerce
and & number of other reliable trade
journals in the East are printing the
following:

State Graln Inspector Wright, of Washing-
ton, has been over the state and wsays the
whoat crop will be 35,000,900 bushels

80 long as State Graln Inspector
Wright keeps his wonderful crop estl-
mates to himself, or limits thelr circu-
lation to locallties where he is known,
but little harm can come from them.
When they are given circulation by
reputable papers, however, they are
more likely (o cause damage. Last
year at thie time Inspector Wright es-
timated the Washington crop at 30,000~
000 bushels, and his state actuailly har-
vesied less than 25,000,000 bushels, That
extra 5,000,000 bushels which never ex-
isted or mever should have been In-
cluded o an estimate were sufficient to
cause shipowners to hold tonnage at #x-
travagant rates, The estimate of 33.-
000,000 bushels for the coming crop ls
worse than that of last year, and Is
fully 6,000,000 bushels higher than is
warranted by the facts in the case. It
wliil require sixty large vessels to caTTY
8,000,000 bushels of wheat to market,
and the addition or withdrawal of &
fleet of sixty shipg from thls sectlon
means a difference of several cents per
bushel In the freight rates. The Wash-
ington farmers should muzzie Grain In-
spector Wright. He Is costing them
more than 76 cents per carload on their
grain by the clroulation of such rot a8
o 33,000,000-bushel crop estlmate,

The Hamburg-American line Is to
build at Belfast a 21,000-ton steamer for
the New York service. This is larger
by 4498 tons than the Deutschland. The
new steamer s to be bullt on the model
of the great freighters Pennsylvania
and Preotorin, and she |s not expected
to log over 17 knots, but for a combi-
nation frelght and passenger steamer
she will be without a rival. Of course
the great fiyers will get the bulk of the
first-class passenger traffic. The rul-
ing passion of the present age is travel,
while the deslre to “get there” s B
constantly Increasing monin, Steam
has about been pushed to the extreme
limit ‘of its controliable power in re-
sponse to thig demand, and now all
eyes are tumed toward the flylng ma-
chine, looking to an Incraase in speed.
But for the combined freight and pas-
senger traffic the mnewly projected
steamer will be a woader, and she will
find plenty to do without bldding for
the patronage of the restless class
whose anxiety to start Is only exceeded
by thelr anxiety to reach their destina-
tlon.

King Edward Is an intensely prac-
tical man. This has been shown by the
manner in which he has disposed of
relles of his family gathered through-
out her long life and fondly cherished
by the late Queen; the cpening up, fur-
nishing and refurnishing rooms long
sacred to the memory of the dead in
the eagerness shown to discard all out-
ward semblances of mourning. In fur-
ther evidence of this characteristic was
the undisturbed manner n which the
King went abouf planning for his own
and others’ pleasure while his slster's
death was hourly expected. Sentiment
was evidently left out in his make-up,
or, perhaps, having been fed upon it
in season and out of season for many
years, he grew tired of the dlet and re-
pudiated it when, at the advanced age
of 80 years, he became for the first time
*his own man.”

Two tragedies have recently occurred
In Idaho of a type agalnst which It is
impossible to interpose defensze, In
each case a maniac, until then un-
known to be such, suddenly turaed
murderer, In one cassa a prominent
citizen of Rathdrum, Judge Brady, was
shot and dled a few days thereafter
from the effects of the wound; in the
other, Moscow lost a worthy and useful
cltizen, Dr, W. W. Watkins, through
the manlac's murderous purpose. The
community ean only deplore evenis of
this character, being powerless to fence
ggrinst them, and scarcely seding its
way to punigh the perpetrator of such
acts of sudden fury. Perplexity on this
score was ended In the latter case,
however, by the kllling of the insane
man, who, with the weapon that had
already proved so deadly in his hands,
defiead arrest,

Wise people will remaln as nearly sta-
tlonary while the hot weather lasts as
is compatible with the simplest re-
quirements of business and ordinary
domestic duties. Moving about to find
a2 “cool place” Is a delusion, and iced
drinks are & snare. The coolest place
about one's own domiclle Is the best
place when the mercury Is dancing
among the 903, and wise people, If they
were not already enscomced at the
coast in anticipetion of the August tem-
peratures, will eschew crowds and take
things as eaxy as possible, always re-
membering that to chafe and worry
because of the wealher intensifies any
discomfort that heat and humidity con.
spire to Infliet.

S8an Francisco's maritimeé interests
have suffered an uncomforiable setback
In the Treasury Department’s ruling
that newly arrived Chinese cannot be
employed to unload ships, for fear of
violating the exclusion set. Doubtless
much of the cargoes will spoll, but the
poctic justice of the harvest may mnot
escape attention from the reapers,

Admiral Dewey waia “too busy" to
take part in the ceremanies of laying
the corner-stone of a pedestal to himself
In New Jersey. The Admiral has been
married long encugh now to bhoss the
ranch himself. Eipe

In spite of the reductions in war
taxes, July Internal revenue receipts
were $700,000 greater than for July of
inst vear: Verlly the country la boom-
ing and the surplus roosts high.

Roosevelt has gone coyote hunting in
Colorado. Perhaps he expects to have
the scalps cashed in Oregon

Tiliman opines that silver cam walL
This Is about the only way at present
to do something for silver.

A much-needed raln has fallen in
Texas. This shows the Insufficiency of
prayer,

Just now, Oregon climate Is cooler at
Buffalo than it Is at home,

WANTED---BACKBONE.

New York Times,

We venture at this moment to call the
nttention of the President of the United
States to the extrems desirabllily and
even necensity of a backbone if he wishes
to preserve an Important part of the
Governmental organization for which he
i= responsible, and to the malntenance of
which he |s pledged by his expreas prom-
tses and by his public duty.

The lnws and rules relating to appoint-
ments and promotions in the elvil servies
are intended to enforce what s known
as the merit system. The essential require-
ment of that system is that selections
shall be mads of the best applicants and
that application shall be free and open.
The test of merit that has been found
by experiment extending over a long
periocd and m great variety of positfons
to be the most practieal and the falrest &
the test of competitive examinations open
to all, followed by probationary service,
It is the testimony of responsible officers
of the Government during the past 13
years that this test has been efficlent
in dlrect and exact proportion to the falr-
nexs and good falth with which it has
been applied.

Bince Mr. McKinley came into office,
there hns been a steady and progressive
tendency on the part of his subordinates
to evade this system and Lo make appoint-
ments and promotions for politieal or
personal favorifism. This tendemcy la dis-
tinctly dud to the fact that Mr. McKinley
hns nppointed his immediate subordinates
in great degree for like motives of politl-
eal favoritism. The consequences have
been unfortunate and discredifable. It is
very Geslrable that the tendency shall be
checked. 1t !s demoralising the service.
It is destroying accountabllity. It Is de.
basing the standard of eMciency and of
fdelity, I 1s bringing the President him-
stlt into disrepute and encournging the
poiiticians to regard his promiszes made
to the whole country as of little worth
and thelr own hold on him as stronger
than his consclence can resisi.

The only one who can put a stop to this
is the President himsell. The only way
In which he can do it ls by stiffening hils
buckbone and flrmly refusing any longer
to toleratw the devices of the politiclans,
He connnot be unaware of them. They
have been brought patiently and definltely
to his attention in numerous lnstances
during a long time. In the langurge of
the street, an immediate and decisive re.
form s “'up to™ him,

Prealdent Is for Reciprocity

Washington Corr. Brooklyn Eagle.

An Ohlo politician who 1s very close to
the President and Senator Hanns, and
who has just returned from a visit to hils
home in the Buckeye State, Informs me
that in his coming message Lo Congress
Prestdent MeKinley will devote a large
amount of spice to advocating the pas-
sage of the reciprocity treaties now belors
the Benate, and that he will urge in the
most emphatic language that actlon on
these treatles be taken at the earliest pos-
alble date.

My informant says that the President
appears to be more Interested In this
question at the present time than lo any-
thing else, and that in conversations he
has held with the statesmen of his party
who have visited him at Canton he has
dwelt on this subject to the exclusion of
almost everything else, The question of
the action on the reciprocity treaties must
not be taken to mean that the President
favors any general tariff legislation, but
that he belleves that new conditlons that
have arisen and are arising as the out-
come of our war with Spain and the
threats of certaln natlons of Europe to
pass tariff acts almed at the United
States have rendered absolutely necessary
tha negotiation of reciprocity treaties.

The President, it Is sald, thoroughly un-
derstands the attitude of certaln Senators,
particularly a group of New England men,
In cpposition to thesa Instruments, and
he I8 aware of the great difficulty in ob.
taining for them a two-thirds vote, Not-
withstanding this, he proposes to bring to
bear upon Congress the full welght of the
Administration strength In favor of the
treatles, and it Is the belief of the Admin-
{stration leaders that In this effort the
President will he backed up by many rich
and powerful manufacturing Interests
whose export business will bs seriously
erippled unless the treaties are passed,
In case, however, the gpposition Benators
tre able to prevent the treatiea from golng
through, the Administration, it is believed,
muy favor m tarf® with maximum and
minlmum schedules; the Iatter for those
nations thit meet us half-way In regard
to tariff rates, and the former to be im.
posed ngalnst those countries that enact
high tariffs for the purposs of keeping
out of thelr countries American manufac.
tured gobds and food products. This
scheme offers the advantage of glving to
our Government something to trade on In
muaking commercin! arrangements with
other countries which need a market In
the United States for thelr products,

Hobron Challenge to Critles.
Chicago Record-Herald.

Stuart Robson has taken his pen In hand
to prove that actors are not illiterate,
and the Forum has given hils demon-
stration a place In lta pages. Silnee the
worke {izelf ls an essay In literature, It=
very existence might be considered proof
of the author's contention, but Mr, Rob-
son s too modest to hint at this test, He
walves the point and refers to Willlam
Shakespeare and others who were or are
both play actors and play writers for the
confirmation of his argument.

Thi= iz a fair defense of the stage folk,
if defense againet the charge of lillteracy
were needed, but “Rob,” as he is famil-
larly called, does not stop with the defen-
sive., His heart Is full of offense toward
the judges of the drama who write for
the newspaners, of whose parts, llterary
and mental, he has evidently a mean opin-
fon. Concerning these censorious perdonsg
he says:

A man of limited bealn capacity may be.
come o succeasful stage critle, In the popular
accoptance of the term, but not a shoceanful
stage exponant. It Is easy for the facetlons
eritle to tear down in a single sitting the
Wtructurs which the actor has =pent weeks
of studious prepamtion to erect

This ls surely an odious comparison,
and the author-actor follows it up with a
more comprehenslve indietment thus:
“The seurrilous style of some alleged
eritles causes s suspicion that If they
should depart from thelr accustomed
methods and treat the actor serjously the
managing editor would guickly call for
thelr resignations.”

The saving clause, “fortunately such
men do not represent the many falr-
minded newspaper writers of which this
country s justly proud,” hardly removes
the odlum from the profession, but It
echerishes no grudges, and lts most preju-
Aleed membere will be disermed when Mr,
Rohson appears as Bertle in “The Henrl-
etta” agaln. Every one. high, and low,
rish and poor, literate and Illiterate, ad-
mits that he was made for the part.

Question of Natlonality.
Baltimore Herald,

It happencd at one of (he Baltimore
police stations. The prisoner, a long-
halred hobo son of Erin, lounged agalnst
the bar of justics. The justice glared at
him over his spectacles, z

“What's his name?' he Inquired of the
lleytenant.

“Michael O'Hara, squire; charged with
beinz drunk on the street.”

“Uim! Forelgn born,” mused the justice.
“Sprechen -sle Englishchen, O'Hara?

The prisoner stralghtened up In his sole-
less shoes, and, with the dignity of gen.
erations of kings, sald:

* ‘Bquoir, it's an American cltizen 1 am
tfrom me hirth, being born In Oirland. I
want me case tried by an Amerfean judge,
an’ not by u forelgn dago with a spache
that a Christtan eant' underatand.”

“Oh, you're Irish. I thought your name
had a German sound,’” said the squire,
more humbly, “Case dlsmissed. Heuten.
ant,”*

LATEST THING IN UNIONS.

New York Evening Post.

No sootier 1s 1t announced that the steel
strika will be speedily settled than news
comes of another great uprising of Inbar
agninst the oppression of eapital. This
time it Is the Working Women of Amer-
tea, an organization of Chicago servant
girls, thar snutches the torch from Lhe
falltng hand of the Amalgamated As-

President May Murphy bids falr to replace
that of President Shaffer in the public
prints, for she has now dellversd her
ultimatum to the householders of Chicago.

the following unlon scale:

second girls, # to 3. young and laexperi-

further Insists on these concessions:

“Rule 1. Work ahall not begin before 3:30
¢'clock, and shall conwe when the evening's
dishes are washed and put away
each afterncon and the contlre evening.
least twice & week shail be allowed the do-
mestia an Ber own.

“Rula 2 Thers shall be no opposition
the part of the mistress to club life on the pan
of the domestic

bers of the family of the houss shall not Inter-

by the mistress and her daughters’

of domestlc pence recolls even Al

and inflaming passion.
clearing away possible misunderstandings,
and thus promoting unity and concord, |
may be allowable to suggest that
1 Is so vaguely drawn that disputes as i
its meaning are sure to arise.

ment,” would the refusal
of the house to let her take hia rare
costly first edlitions of Emersen Into
kitchen be construed as opposition to clul

an

the programme to play
Wagner's “"Walkure,"

the overture o
must she be per

plano at any time, or shall she be re
tricted, may, to three hours a day? Agaln
what are "limited” numbers of friends

i% so loud as to disturb the whole nelgh
borhood, ig no intarruption
Of courae, it is only to be expected tha

be somewhat Inexperienced In the bust
ness of drawing up scales and agreements

ing, but of pure friendliness, thar we cal
attention to these slight matters,

such trifies sometlmes bring to naugh
the noblest and best-directed efforiw

Preacher's
The strike
ttan of Iron

of the Amalgamated Associa
nnd Steel Workors furnishex

First Christian Church, with the baals o
his sermon on a recent Sunday. The gen
tleman's text was “Altrulsm Among La
bor Unlons,” and his remarks were in par
rs follows:

The traveler who huas fallen amonsg
down that way s the workingman. The labo
unjon plays the mie of the Samarttan
deringly somaetimes, but yel as well as It can
The trusts are the robbers,
"Whatered stock must have Its dividends™

thisve

There are now, perhaps, a milllon and a hal
of unlon men In the Unlied States Meopt 4
them are working and are willing
The total is enormous,

capital with capital

uniona, ta self-defenne. demand that
not exist on the part of labor.

man to stand by arganized labor

Arbitration might have been adopted, stnee

is requires labor as much as eapital to mak
the great Iron business They might hav
sald to ench other,
tivea and let them decide
We seek mutual justice ™

been altruistic

the lsrue namod,

That would hav
but in forcing the striles o

Iabor."* That is not altrulstic. Justice |
the demand of the hour. Let there be n
ricts and no bloodaled

An Arkansas Opinlon,

Boston Herald,

Clifton R. Breckenridge,
comes forward to declare that free silve
{= dead In that state. Mr. Breckenridg
will be remembered as a member of th
National House of Representatives som
10 years ago, and s A man of superio

Iater appointad Minlgter
President Cloveland. He in a descendan
of
of Kentucky,

the state’s sons. It is to be hoped tha
this restoration to reason may be
means of bringing men
ife.

South, intellectunlly speaking.

Lean Years Sure to Come.
Indinnapolis Newwx

The wayfaring man would do well

heed the signs fs he runs along.

These are the fal years.

that you have an Investment that Is le
gitimate and thar will give some return
Then If the panic comes 1t will not hur
you.

The Loat Kiss.
Jamen Whitcomd Rliley.
1 put by the half-writien poem,

While the pen. idly tralled In my hand,
Writes on—""Had I words to complete it,
Who'd read It, or who'd understana ™
But the littie bare foet cn Lhe sisirway,

And the faint smothered Inugh In the hall,
And the eerle low llzpa on the silence
Cry up to me over It mil
8o, I gaiher it gp—where was hiroken
The tear-faded thread of my theme,
Telllng how, as one night [ sat writing,
A Muiry broke In on my dream,
A lttie. lnguisitive falry—
My own little girl, with the gold
©Of the sun in her bair, and the dewy
Blue eyen of the fairiss of old.
"Twas the dear little girl that I scolded—
“For was it & moment llice this ™
1 said, “‘when alie knaw 1 was busy,
To come romping In for a kima?—
Come rowdying up from her mother,
And clamoring thers at my knwe
For ‘One ‘ittle kiss for my dolly,
And one "ittle umer for mel'
God pity the heari that repeiled her,
And the enld hand that turned her away,
And take from the Tipw that denled her,
This answerless prayer of today!
Taks, Lord, from my memory forever
That pltifal sob of despalr,
Anfl tha patter and trip of tha little bare feel
And the ons plercing ory on the salr!
I put by the half-written poem,

While the pen, jdly tralled in my hansd,
Writes on, “Had 1 woards to complete It
Who'd read It, or whe'd understand ™™

But the littie dbare feel om the mairway,

And the rerie-low llsp on the allence,

Cry up to me over it all

soclation of Steel Workers. The name of

Bhe demands the Immediate adoption of
Coolts  and |
housekeepers, §6 to 37 & week: general amd

enced girls, 82 to $ President Murphy

Two hovrs
at
on |

Entertalnment of friends in
fimited numbers shall not be prohibited pro-

fupt the conversstion arising doring  said
visitm,
“Ruls 4. Domestics shall be allowed such

hours off on Mondays as will permit them to
visit the bargaln counters of the stores and
oy on that day the same priviieges enjoyea

rule
If the cook
wishes to prepare for her club a paper on
“Emerson and ths Tranzecendantsl Move-
of the master

the

life? If the sccond girl is put down on

mitted 1o practice on her mistresa’ grand

Then, too, if the “conversation” In rule 3
perminsible?

the Working Women of America should

and 1t is therefore In a spirit not of carp-

for ex-
perience has abundantly shown that just

Focus on Trast Demandn

the Rev. W. J. Lhamon, of the Pitisharg

Tha modern Jericho rond Is the factory ronl

blan-

and thelr cry s,

to be as-
sesant & dollar a week for striking brothers
anid in such altrulsm
workingmen have thelr only hope of mesting

From the standpoint of competition and in-
dustrial warfare the present strike s justin-

able, and Presldent Shaffer 1= a skilled tac-
ticlan. Freedom of Individoal cootract o
longer exists on the part of capital Th

It shall
It In & bola
thing for the pulplt to defend such n demana.
but enpital has foresd the issus, and the frieon
of the workingman must advise the working-

“Chonse your representa-
our differonces

the trust has virtually saia,
“Capital hes cemssd to compete with capltal,
bt It demands that labor shall compets with

of Arkansas,

abflity and influence In that body., He was
to Russia by

the celebrated Breckenrldge family,
which In earlier dayvs fur-
niched some of the most distingulshed of

from the 3outh
ke Mr. Breckenridgs again Into publie
The Populist delusion has materially
lessened the strength In Congress of the

to
They
are plain enough. They tell him that In
good (lmes he should prepare for worss.
It is certhin
that they will be followed by lean. Haold
an to your earnings untll you are sure

And the faint, smothered laugh in the hail,

NOTE AND COMMENT.
Thosa Valle)o thieves were very deep In
indquity.

Rudyard Kipling seema greedy to wrest
the bays from the dead, cold brow of the
Sweel Singer of Michigan.

With the invention of the flying ma-
chine, George Kennan will be able to hand
the Czar a package of birdllke laughter.

Somebody predicted four yvears of drouth,
and the prediction brought more raln than
all the plety and wit of the Kansas clergy.

In the charge of plaglarism agninst His-
torian Maclay there are clted as exhibits
no editorials from the Baltimors Amaerl
can,

“B. L. T." in the Chicago Tribune prints
a pleture of a hammer a9 & photograph of
Historian Maciay, without any saving
claws.

The El Reno lottery is the only one of
its kind In which the prizes are all drawn

vided the domestic furnishes her own re- by the players, and the blanks by the
freshments, house,

“Rule 8. Gentlemen friends shall oot be . P

barred fror the kitchen or back porch, Mem- A Copenhagen chemist has invented &

substitute for rubber, and hereafter swan-
llk# necks will not be such an expensive
luxury.

The new cruiser Cleveland !s to be chris-
tened with water, and yet the most (llus-
trious bearer of that name i» famous as &

Comment on these tarms is obviousiy & | fisherman,
delleate and diMcult task. for every lover
the
thought of stirring up further bilterness
But in the hope of

What the barbers losa by the Kaiser's
decision to ralse n heard ls gained by the
photographers. He will bave to have an
entirely new stock of portralts.

t
A party of gentlemen in Colwich, Kan.,
who could not get liquor, smashed the
town pumps. What grievance they had
agalnst the milkmen is not appareat.

»

1 | If wo havee been reliably informed on the
glnse-of-fashion and mold-of-form attri-
» | butes of His Mnjesty King Edward VII,
hi= crown will be on the' correct spring
block.

I

Dr. Koch s now busy Inventing a theory

which all the distlngulshed medical gen-
s | tlemen of the United States were not fa-
s | millar with when Dr. Koch was learning
- | the alphabet.

v Sticky, sticky weather,
As thrse lines 1 spurt,
Yot | am in very much doubt,
Which sticks the more I can't And ouk
If my back or if my shirt,
Sricky, sticky weather.

i

X¥o Basis for Reciprocity.
t Loulsville Courfer-Journal.
The news from Berlln with reference
| to the rates of the proposed German tariff
|s yomewhat sensational. For example, It
|s proposed to ralse the rate on cattia im-
ported from 9 marks to 100 marks per ton,
This s the extrema advance reported as
the rate on awine s simply doubled. Omn
wheat the ralse reported is from 5 marks
a ton tO 6 marks as A mintmum. The mini-
mum rates are to be granted to thoss
countries that make reciprocity freaties
with Germany. But on animals and pro-
vislons there are to be no minimum rates
—in other words, no basis fur reciprocity.
Let us sse what these proposed rates wiil
menn. A mark is valued at 318 cents in
our currency, 80 that 10 marks are equal
1o 122 9. This Is the proposed charge upon

i |

T
= |

L ¢
|

:
il

Capital combines. What can labor #o Iif & ton of cattle or hogs imported Into

:lllrf;e.ﬁ not e!-mlllnr" Capital cares for 1t= | Germany. It cannot be lessened, If the

4 1::&- “,hm can Iabor do if it dues | proposed law passcs, by a commercial

:ﬂ,"‘; ?:tm:rm::t ';:::;d l;:f;"" defenin t#eaty, bechuse there l= no minimum Fate
X o Twor -

Sympathetio strikes usually kill sympathy, | 5 o0- Thfrvﬂh tE*r- rur;‘ no t;::l\hb for
but sirikes for justice are applauded Ly mumt “"—‘l”"‘?“':_ n wheat [here W @ 2
communities, The true altrulsm of the ls- margin of 10 marks (2 ) a ton. That is
bor unions is In the granting of fAnancier | the only redusction that reciprocity will be
help to strikers who have cause o wirike able to compass If the new rates prevail

T
- Denirmble All Around.
Chicago Record-Herald

| Sehley himself has been denounced as a
lar, coward and fncompetent. Sampson
has been ruthlessly ridiculed as the ab-
sent commander who left other to do the
fighting, and as the unworthy pet of the
relgning officlal cligue of the Navy De-
# | partment. The Secretary of the Navy has
® | been flercely condemned for leaguing him-
g2lf with the bureaucrals, So serious ars
all the charges that there can haedly be
two opinlons about the desirabllity of an
Investigation,

The Logle of Uniformity.

= : Typograpnicnl Journal

= There |8 every reason why a trust can
and ought to pay a uniform wage xcale
« | for the same class of work, and, belng an
s | advanced type of organization funeif, It
comes with very bad gruce from It to
deny recognition to wageworkers organ-
tzed for beneficent purposes, Instead of
» | combining, as the trust does, to hold up
5 | soclety In general for the advaniage and
profit of the few,

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

“Tou leok nice enough to eatl’ he waid ad-
r | miringly. “Ahk! now that you mention i,
e | abke replisd., “1 woyldn’t mind eating & little
@ | oo cream.—Philadeiphla Record.
a An Fasy Choloe—"YTou don't meam to say
r | that she aceepted himT He wasa't at all
Her Meall”™ “Well, 1t diin't taks her long to
chooss hetween & fance ln the hand and an
fdeal In the bush.'™

A Creditadle Movement.—Mre, Horse—A lot
us giris have started an Auduboa ciub, Mr.
Horse—What's that? Mrs. Horse—Why we
are not going to wear binla or wings on out
hats.—Deirnit Free Press,

The Objection.— Na,"" sald Mr. Holtite,
“] dom't object to the tims & man fakes for
a reasonable vecation.”” “To what is it that

t

e

you objest, then™ *“The long rest he In-
variably needs after ho gets back.''—Boston
Traveler.

Everything Checked.—Floar Walker—Oaad
morning. You wish to do some shopplag I
presums? Bride (=ith hubby)}—-T-e-s Floor
Walker—8tep Into the smoking room and the
boy there will give you s chack for your hus-
band. —New York Weekly.

Good Judgment —Mr. Bridal (at luncheon)—
Is this the best salmon you could gmtT Mra
Bridal—Yex, tha grocer showsd ma several
kinds but T took this can. Mr Artlai—Did he
sny this was the best he had? Mra Bridal-
- | No, but it had the pretilest label.—Philaded
. | phian Presa
t The Rural Man of Letters—Josh—Abner's
the greatest reader here at the Corpers An'
that haln’t =li: he acts om what be readn
Lige—Tew bet he doen. Now, last waek, teg
my cortaln knowledge, hes answered two advers

tisements of malrimonial bumeaus, et for
three packages of love powiler an’' & heok
ter #

on hypnotisem, an' he alss sent & dollar
foller In Maw York for srventsen Ways ter gV
sich in thres months!—Puck

Politles, British Style.
London Globe

Oh, yea! we sre unitad on most toples. Wa
belleve

That Phoobus rises (o the morn and sets af
dawy ave;

That bleyeles and motor cars ahould alwayy
carry lights

Wheti runniag down the public roads =t cerinin
hingrs o nights,

That one i@ aot compelled to buy = licenne
for & pup;

That. no matter what the Ume of Fyeaw, the
Strand is always up.
That moter cars may not he run above & oer-
_ taln speed:
Oh, yes! upon such toplcs we are tharoughly
agreed.
With regard to current topics we Are all

agresd, God wol;

That {he war was cither necessary, or that it
was not;

That the government in Waging " = partly
to be himmed,

. | Or olse, as an altermative, that it has been
defamed;

That concentration camps and such are much
to e deplored,

Unless such camps protection to the women
can afford;

That South Africe must elther subjugated be
or freed.

Oh, yen! upon such subjects We are thoroughly
agreed.




