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FIXED STARS IX OPPOSITION.
The New York Evening Post gave us

timely warning: some months ago that
nothing the Supreme Court might say
in the Insular cases would make any
difference whatever with

The Post did not undertake to
indemnify us against ebullitions of
anti-isti- c joy in case the Supreme
Court decision should prove against
the Government, but it did offer un-
equivocal assurance that no decision
adverse to would af-
fect that body of sacred wisdom and
surpassing virtue. Courts might rule
aB facts exist or reason compels one
with as little concern for

or menace to Its serenity as an-
other. It would go on forever, and if
courts "were in opposition, so much the
worse for the courts.

Yet one "would hardly be prepared by
this warning for the revelation Mr.
George S. Boutwell makes in the Au
gust North American Heview of the ex-
act bearing of the insular decision upon
the antis. "We knew they would rally
bravely from the decision, but we cer-
tainly did not expect them to claim the
'Euinjjeme Court's indorsement of the
Gcjgernment as a victory for its oppo-
nents; Yet such is the rather dlscon-'cpa- g

fact. In Mr. Boutwell's own
language, thus:

IXoUows. therefore, that very soon, every
dependency which has come into the posse-
sion of the United States through the treaty
"with "Spain will be organized In a Territorial
Government and, therefore, that, within" the
same Rerlod of time, the Constitution of the
United States will be made applicable to each
of them, through the expressed opinions of a
large majority of the Justices of the Su-
preme Court This being the case, the prac-
tical conclusion must be that which has been
demanded by the of the
country, namely, that the entire possessions of
tlje Unfted States that have been acquired In
conformity to the law of nations will be
under the Jurisdiction of the Constitution, and
that to them as to the states the clause which
requires that "all duties, imposts, and ex-
cises' shall e uniform throughout the United
States" will be applicable. Thus the demand
of the will have been satis-
fied, though only through a process of delay.

Litttle more, obviously, is left to be
said. ' "Whatever happens is for the
antl's edification. He . has never de-
manded anything that events have
proved impracticable, and no possible
refutation of his views can occur but
he will promptly claim it as their In-

dorsement Here is discovered an elas-
ticity of temperament not at all to be
expected from Mr. Boutwell's previous
demonstrations in gloom.

The only confusing thing about the
matter is the tone of another paper
contributed to the Review by

Edmunds on the same subject,
wherein he characterizes the situation
resultant from the decision as a "para-
dox of a sovereignty created and ex-
isting only by the Constitution, but to
be exercised contrary to its provisions,"
and he more than doubts its suitability
to the needs of the twentieth century.
The rights reserved by the antis are
evidently very comprehensive.

PASSING OP THE FEMALE.
If one may judge from the returns so

far given out by the Census Bureau,
the old problem of the surplus female
population is In a fair way of

In so extended an area as
is represented by Maine, Massachu-chusett- s,

Maryland, Kentucky and
Louisiana, we are provided an exhibit
showing a uniform and universal de-

cline In the percentage of females to
males. Some girls have been born in
the past ten years, it Is true; more, in
fact than have died. But the feminine
increase is so small compared with the
masculine that men. are gaining
notably. Here is the comparison in per-
centages:

Per cent of females.
1830. 1000.

Kentucky 40.28 40.2
Louisiana 40.00 40.7
Maine 40.60 40.5
Maryland 50.53 50.46
Massachusetts 51.42 51.3

Observe that in every state the
women are decreasing as compared
with the men. In the aggregate we get
results like this:

1890 1900
Males. Females. Males. Females.

Kentucky .. 042:000 915.000 1.090,000 1.056,000
Louisiana .. 559.000 559.000 G94.000 688,000
Maine 332,000 32S.000 350.000 343.000
Maryland.... 515.000 526.000 5S0.000 59S.000
Mass 1.0S7.000 1,151,000 1.367,000 1,437,000

Totals . 3,435,000 3,470,000 4,090,000 4.120,000

That is to say, while 'the men and
boys of the five states have added to
their numbers by 655,000 in the ten
years, the women, and girls have added
to their numbers but 641,000. The ex-
pense of dressing the young women
seems to He heavily upon the race, and
we 'can only expect to see the retro-
grade feminine movement continue, albeit

Nature may be depended upon to

make up in quality what she withholds
In quantity.

There is no mistaking the meaning
of this showing. Figures cannot He.
In the year 2,930,267 the Boston school-ma'a- m

and the Kentucky beauty and
the Baltimore belle will have become
extinct How satisf ylng are the conclu-
sions, even the melancholy ones, of the
statistician!

DEFECTS OF THE PENSION SYSTEM.
Francis E. Leupp, Washington cor-

respondent of the New York Evening
Post, isthe author of the very notable
article In the current number of the
Forum, "Defects of Our Pension Sys-
tem." Any candid, intelligent man who
will carefully read this article will con-
fess that It more than confirms the
views of The Oregonlan, frequently ex--1

pressed on this subject. Our pension
system, including the cost of the bu-
reau, costs the country nearly $150,000,-00- 0

a year. The critics of our pension
system are not men deficient at all in
generous sympathy for the needy vet-
eran. They only desire that the gener-
osity of the Nation should not be fraud-
ulently or unjustly invoked to help the
unworthy or indorse an impostor. Mr.
Leupp does not believe that even a
service pension, if scrupulously guard-
ed, honestly administered and confined
to the cases of the needy, would be un-
popular.. AH that the people demand Is
that the Government shall be kind only
to the deserving veteran; that it shall
not become indiscriminate and endow
the undeserving with its bounty. This
has been the position always main-
tained by The Oregonlan, and In the in-
terest of the worthy, deserving veteran
It has dwelt upon the importance of
careful watching of the pension roll and
its thorough purification from illegiti-
mate pensioners.

It is estimated that there are at
least 50,000 men in the United States
who now get their living largely from
procuring pensions. They include solic-
itors, claim agents, pension tduters and
"drummers," dignified by the name of
attorney while few of them know any
law. A considerable percentage of
them are graduates of the Pension Bu-
reau, who. when the depend-
ent pension act of 1890 went into op
eration, quitted the bureau to become.
solicitors of claims. The most conspic-
uous member of this class Is "Corporal"
Tanner, who. on his removal as Pen-
sion Commissioner by President Harri-
son for misconduct in office, set up as
a "pension claim agent." The local
boards of medical examiners, recom-
mended to the Commissioner by Sena-
tors and Representatives, are not sel-
dom utterly incompetent, their only
qualification being, not their profes-
sional reputation, but their strong polit-
ical "pull." The medical division of the
bureau recently found out that out of
thirty-tw- o examinations made by one
board in one week, all the claimants
were described as having organic heart
disease. Twelve of the claimants were
ordered to a second examination, but
before a medical board In the next
county. The second board found that
heart disease did not exist in a single
instance. The medical referee, an

soldier, who went from "Washing-
ton to witness this test, himself, then
made a separate examination of each

r
of

an twelve cases, and confirmed the
report of the board that heart disease
was not present

One attorney in South Carolina
forge.d hundreds of papers, filing claims
in the names of dead persons arid giv-
ing fictitious addresses to the Pension
Bureau, so as to be able to control the
mail matter sent out from there. Of 103
claims filed by a Tennessee attorney,
only eight were found of the slightest
merit; the rest were wholly fictitious, or
based on forged papers. Another, living
In Indiana, locally a most respected
member of society, the superintendent
of a Sunday school, forged the papers
necessary to procure a pension for his
partner, who had become an invalid,
and when confronted with hundreds of
forgeries of this sort, admitted them,
resting his defense on the excellence
of his motives.

A soldier in Brooklyn, N. Y., who had
filed an aDPlication for a pension, ap-
peared before two separate notaries,
impersonating comrades who had
served in the same company with him,
testifying in their name to the date
and cause of his own disability. Later
he committed a similar offense at
seven different points in the United
States, and the testimony thus forged
by him in his own behalf filled twenty-thre- e

documents. A man drawing a large
pension for total deafness was discov-
ered in charge of a telephone instru-
ment, through which he received and
transmitted messages without difficulty.
One pensioned for total bUndness was
found reading newspapers and doing
cabinet work: another blind man was
found at work in a jewelry shop with a
magnifying glass stuck In his eye, en-
gaged in repairing of watches. A man
drawing $72 a- - month because of his
"total inability to perform any kind of
manual, professional or skilled labor,"
was discovered painting the side of a
four-stor- y warehouse, having drawn
himself up on a twenty-fo- ot ladder.
handling both ropes without any assist-
ance. Another pensioner,
"totally disabled," was met by a special
agent walking down the street with a
lawn mower over his shoulder. A pen-
sioner who is drawing $50 a month be-
cause, owing to an injury to his hip, he
cannot tie his own shoestrings, is today
engaged at a good salary in a clerical
occupation.

Mr. Leupp's conclusion is that the
laws can be changed so as to make such
things vastly less frequent by making
crime more difficult. The present sys-
tem of fixed local boards should be
abolished and roving boards, Independ-
ent of local influences, established in
their stead. The protests against the
present defective pension system began
as far back as 1872, when Commissioner
Baker, appointed by President Grant,
discovered and denounced a number of
pension frauds of all sorts. The blame
for the degeneration of the pension list
rests upon Congress and on the clamor-
ous army of claim agents and solicitors
who infest the lobbies of "that body.
The inactivity of Congress is traceable
to the apparent indifference of good
citizens at large, who do not seem to
understand or at least forget that "for
every bad claim admitted some good
claim suffers indirectly."

"While salmon, the finest in the world,
are being thrown overboard from the
traps in the Columbia River, from the
absolute inability of the canneries to
handle them, and fishermen are receiv-
ing 4 ce'nts a pound for such propor-
tion of their nightly catch as can be
taken care of by the canneries, the
housewife In this city who wishes to
give her family naked chinook salmon
for dinner must pay 15 cents a pound
for the fish. As a woman who paid 60

cents in a city fish market yesterday
1 for as small a piece of salmon as would
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suffice for the fish course at dinner for
her small family remarked, "There is
abig profit In salmon somewhere be-
tween the mouth, of the Columbia and
the dinner tables of Portland." "Give
your Eastern guests a royal feast-o- f
royal chlnook," said an enthusiastic
Oregonlan a few days ago to a little
woman who was entertaining for a few
(Jays a party of "leaguers." "My hus-
band's salary will not permit it," an-
swered the conscientious hostess, who
had been to the fish market in the early
morning on hospitable thoughts Intent.
Further comment Is unnecessary, but
the facts justify the assumption of the
housewife who belongs to a class the
members of which are popularly sup-
posed to have "no heads for figures"
that there is a big profit in salmon
somewhere along the market line that
stretches between the fisherman and
the consumer.

"GOVERNMENT BY INJUNCTION."
The Injunction process as used

against strikers is-- fairly described
today as being rapidly pushed to an
extreme. There is no dispute as to the
propriety of the exercise of this ju-
dicial process to protect the rights of
employers to conduct their business
without molestation, and the right of
non-uni- workers to sell their labor in
any market and at any price, provided
the courts do not encroach upon the
rights of the other side. The striker
today is enjoined in some states from
talking with a non-uni- workman In
order to Induce him to join the strikers,
a prohibition that 1s a clear invasion
of the fundamental rights of the citi-
zen. In 1896 the Massachusetts Su-
preme Court sustained an injunction
against the exercise of a patrol right
by striking employes in front of the
firm's place of business, but the late
Chief Justice Field and Judge Oliver
"Wendell Holmes, now Chief Justice of
Massachusetts, dissented on the ground
that, as no cases of actual intimida-
tion or violence had "been made out
against the strikers' patrol, the law-
fulness of approaching the non-uni-

men and seeking peaceably to persuade
them by argument to keep away must
be conceded. Judge Holmes said:

If it be true that workingmen may combine
with a view, among other things, to getting
as much as they can for their labor, just as
capital may combine with a view to getting the
greatest possible return, ,It mu3t be trite that
when combined 'they have the same liberty
that combined capital has, to support their
interests by argument, persuasion, and the
bestowal or refusal of those advantages which
they otherwise lawfully control.

Today, however, Injunctions are is-

sued in various states to prevent strik-
ers from maintaining patrols or pickets
anywhere, whether in front of their em-
ployer's place of business or not. The
Boston patrol case was concerned only
with the keeping of a regular patrol In
front of a clothing firm's office, and it
was argued that under such circum-
stances the patrol was an injury to
the company's business, which the
courts were justified in enjoining. But
it does not follow from this that the
courts are justified in enjoining, with-
out qualification or discrimination,
picketing everywhere and anywhere.
There can be no question of the right
of strikers to meet the non-unio- n men
at a proper time and place and try to
proselyte them to the gospel of organ-
ized labor. Nevertheless, four Judges
have lately Issued "blanket" Injunctions
against picketing in all its forms.
Judge Clark in the Cincinnati case said,

LlJLam opposed in any form
whatever." Judge "Wing, of Cleveland,
made the extraordinary ruling that
"persuasion Itself, long continued, "may
become a nuisance and unlawful,"
while Judge "White, of Buffalo, has en-

joined some striking machinists from
"ostracising non-uni- men, as well as
from attempting to influence their
views by argument."

The extravagance of these injunc-
tions recalls the times of fifty years
ago, when a good many people in Eng-
land and in this country thought that
strikes were wicked as organized re-

fusals to work, and the leading jour-
nals of the East bluntly cnarge these
Judges with acting on the old theory
of the essential wickedness of strikes
and organized labor. Such .extravagant
abuse of the very elastic . and

"judicial powe.r of Injunction can-
not possibly have any othe effect than
to make more bitter and irreconcilable
the irrepressible struggle between capi-
tal and labor. The great mass of the
American people wHL "stand up stiffly
by the side of striking labor in defense
of Its primitive right to talk, to argue
and debate concerning any cause of le-

gitimate public controversy, when not
associated with violence and intimida-
tion. without interference by the courts.

It will be most unfortunate for the
public weal and political tranquillity
if this abuse of the judicial process of
injunction should incense the people
and inspire labor with deep-seate- d dis-

trust and contempt for the courts as
under the 'control, if not under the pay,
of capital. The mind of labor has been
greatly exercised over that plain de-

parture from the spirit of our institu-
tions that was visible when the Gov-
ernment began a policy of protective
discrimination in favor of special in-

terests. This was bad enough, but
worse still is the apparent disposition
at present on part of certain Judges
to issue injunctions against the lawful
exercise of the primitive, fundamental
rights of the citizen.

The proposition for a free swimming
bath is for the special benefit of boys
who take to water like ducks, and who
belong to the class who are shut out
from the privileges of the swimming
pools of the Multnomah Club and the
Y. M. C. A. on the basis of expense
which they are not able to incur for
these privileges. It should meet, with
a prompt response in nt subscrip-
tions. Not 50 cents a year, or a quar-
ter, or for any other specified time, but
for a permanent interest In the enter-
prise, which will combine a sense of
proprietorship with the pleasures and
benefits that a commodious, well-order-

swimming tank will afford.
There Is In reality nothing free except
the air. Every other comfort of life,
whether luxury or necessity, must be
paid for at some price by sonrebody.
The effort now being made to raise a

'sum of money sufficient to build and
equip a free swimming tank provision
for its maintenance having already
been made by a generous 'donation from
a man who works for his living fully
attests this fact. Once constructed and
equipped, the baths will be free to all,
but construction and equipment require
a considerable outlay of money. This
money is being generously pledged by
men who have a general rajher than a
personal interest in the matter. The
class who will be chiefly benefited is
very properly to" be given an opportu-
nity to hold a small financial Interest
in the undertaking, and its members
should, and doubtless will, respond

J nromctlv. "Many a little makes a

mickle." and the "littles" in this case
will represent an Interest in the en-

terprise that will save "the offense
of charity" to persons whose self-respe- ct

Is based upon their ability to
pay for what they get. "Let the
wealthy men" of Portland build this
swimming tank," say the thoughtless.
A more just estimate of the Independ-
ent spirit of the working men will de-

cree otherwise ana insist that these be
given opportunity to assist in an un-
dertaking that is largely for the benefit
of. their own and their fellow-laborer- s'

sons.

Austria Is Interested in the outcome
of the present troubles in Albania,
where the population refuses to pay
taxes, and Turkey is afraid to employ
coercion because the inhabitants are
well, armed and are a very warlike
race. If Austria could secure Albania,
she would control the whole eastern
shore of the Adriatic with the excep-

tion of a single seaport conceded to
Montenegro after the war of 1878-7- 9 be-

tween Russia and Turkey. Austria is
hardly ready to reap any advantage
from war between Albania and her
Turkish overlord; for, while Italy and
Austria are both members of the Triple
Alliance, their respective interests on
the eastern coast of the Adriatic, and
especially in Albania, are irreconcil-
able. Austria now possesses the coast
from Trieste to Ragusa, but the Ital-
ian Government has declared through
Its organ that any change favorable to
Austria In Albania would mean for
Italy not only a political, but an eco-

nomic peril. The Albanians want inde-
pendence, but they are a wild, savage
race of mountaineers, held to be in-

capable of and inde-
pendence for them would only mean
their absorption by Austria or Italy.
So long as Italy is a member of the
Triple Alliance, she has no chance of
acquiring Albania or Dalmatia, but if
she should join the Franco-Russia- n

league she might see her aspirations
fulfilled. The interests of Russia and
Italy are identical, each having an op-

ponent in Austria. The Vienna gov-

ernment desires to link her Bosnian
railroad with the Turkish lines, and
thus effect a connection with the
Aegean Sea at Salonica, but Russia
proposes to push a railroad athwart
the projected Austrian line to Salonica
to follow the Albanian coast line south-
ward. Austria is hostile to the con-

struction of this. projected Russian rail-

road, for her Minister of Foreign Af-

fairs recently announced that his coun-
try would not tolerate any encroach-
ment on the part of others in the Bal-
kan Peninsula.

A man who, as teacher of a public
school, succeeds In nothing else so
much as in keeping the neighborhood
in a broil has evidently mistaken his
calling and should abandon the teach-
er's profession and study law. Sucti a
man certainly has no legitimate place
in the schoolroom, and the more espe-
cially so when alleged immorality is
the basis of his unpopularity. Certain-
ly no man who is worthy to be called
a gentleman would wish to foist him-
self as a teacher upon a district a con-

siderable number of whose people feel
that he is wholly unworthy for the po-

sition. The several school officials who
have refused to give a man under such
circumstances credentials to teach have
conferred a favor, in the interest of
education. and harmony, upon a dis-

trict in "Washington County hat has
been In a state of turmoil for many
months. Even granting that his a
cusers are captious and unreasonable
an assumption wholly probable they
constitute the stationary and most
deeply concerned element In the strife,
he being, free to move on and find, if
he can. more congenial surroundings.
It may be hoped that the public and
the school authorities of the state,
local and general, have heard the last
or this persistent would-b- e pedagogue's
plea .for recognition as a teacher. The
do6r of labor in various lines Is wide'open now throughout the Northwest,
hence the closing of one avenue does
not niean much to an active, persist-
ent man, such as this disgruntled
teacher undeniably is. In a voca-
tion more suited to his temperament
he will doubtless meet the just reward
of effort.

The condition of Senor Crisp! has
been for some days most distressing.
As compared with sudden death, a most
peaceful and serene example of which
occurred in this city a few days ago,
when Rev. George "W. Gue fell forward
In the pursuit of pleasurable duty, and
making no sign of pain or alarm, went
to his eternal sleep, the struggle with
mortality in which the Italian states-
man has been engaged for many days
is painful to contemplate. The sum-
mons in the one case was peremptory
and was instantly heeded. Not less
peremptory In the other, its service has
been delayed through long hours "in
which the subject's struggles for breath
have been heard in the street upon
which his residence stands." Let the
petition for divine mercy at the final
hour be revised to read, "From the
pangs of lingering death, Good Lord de-

liver us.

New Jersey is notorious asv the foster-moth- er

of trusts and the home of blat-
ant anarchists. The state's credentials
to the first unenviable distinction are
written In the charters of hundreds of
"combines" representing an aggregate
o hundreds of millions of dollars.
That it deserves' the bad emi-

nence indicated in the latter statement
the proceedings held at Paterson a few
days ago on the anniversary of the as-

sassination of King Humbert of Italy
abundantly prove. The senseless cry.
"Down with all monarchs!" as illus-
trated by the wanton killing of the
most Inoffensive of them all, together
with the boastful reference to the deed
as in line with a deliberate purpose to
"free mankind" by effort of this sort,
stamps these people as the most fanat-
ical of all political and social fools.

The hottest of all Julys on record in
the history of New York City has come
to a close with a mean temperature of
78 deg. Portland, with a mean tem-
perature of 62.8, the lowest on record,
sends greeting to the great city on the
Atlantic seaboard, and congratulates it
upon the passing of the month with
the loss of but a few thousands of its
gasping multitudes from the excessive
heat and humidity that left no comfort
for the inhabitants day or nignt.

Corn Is still king of the great "West,
though "Corn King" Phillips has been
discrowned. The possessions of this
greedy monarch have shrunk In bulk
under the withering influence of drouth,
but they have increased in aggregate
comipercial value. The estimate of a
"third of a crop" does not carry dismay
to growers when this third means l,500,-
000.000 bushels at 56 cents a. hualial.

LIGHT Oft DARK PROBLEMS.'

San Francisco Bulletin.
This dity Is menaced by a political evil

more dreadful even than a restoration to
power of the deposed bosses of the old
regime; it Is menaced by the political am-

bitions of owners of newspapers, more
powerful, but not more unselfish, than
the old bosses; of editors who are seek-
ing to sot up a new dynasty of political
rulers and to perpetuate the old tyranny
under new tyrants.

There was a time when the pres9 was
In fact, as in pretension, the tribune of
the people; when the white light of pub-
licity was the deterrent of thieves in
office, of unscrupulous politicians of
every rank and party, and of all who
plotted to rob the citizen 'of his free-
dom, the majority of its power and the
taxpayer and the public of their prop-
erty. In that time, now past, or pass-
ing, the citizen felt a certain security,
because he knew that the press was free
and that when bosses or political officers
became too corrupt, or abuses too fla-
grant and too grievous, the press would
voice the public sentiment, pillory the
offenders and compel a correction of the
abuses. The newspaper was the sentinel
that never slept and never tired; the sen-
tinel that exercised for the people the
eternal vigilance which is the price of
liberty.

But within recent years the press, at
least In California, has lost that Inde-
pendent character, that fearless habit
which belongs only to those whose mo-
tives are pure and who are not seeking
for themselves the favors that bosses
give, but never give for nothing. The
powerful papers in the cities are owned
not by real editors, but by politicians.
They have fallen from the high estate
of public journals and counsellors of the
people to that of partisan or rather per-
sonal pamphlets whose purpose Is not
to enlighten but to beguile the voter,
not to advance a great party or a great
principle, but to advance, the owner or
the editor of the paper to political place
or political power.

In. Los Angeles, the owner of the
Times, Harrison Grey Otis, is, first, a
politician and, second, an editor, and
the sails of the Times are trimmed to
any breeze that may waft Otis into of-
fice. In San "Francisco the owner of the
Chronicle, M. H. de Young, has been for
years craving the office of United States
Senator, and truth cannot dictate the
political articles in that paper lest It
slur the friends of De Young or com-

fort his enemies. Moreover, De Young
Is carrying his brother-in-la- County
Clerk Deane, who is a remarkably eff-
icient officer; but in politics a man must
show some stronger title than efficiency
to secure his tenure of an office, and
County Clerk Deane shows the Influence
of the Chronicle. John D. Spreckels,
owner of the Call, bought that paper
to forward his political ambition, and
he has turned it into a mere claquer for
the house of Spreckels.

Nor, on the Democratic side. Is the
Examiner more free, more truthful or
more unselfish. William R. Hearst alma
to be the boss of the Democratic party-Natio- nal,

state and municipal and he
supports no candidate, however worthy,
who will not pledge fealty to him and
who will not obey, without murmur or
question, the dictates of the editors em-
ployed by Hearst.

Thus the three morning papers of this
city will go into the approaching cam-
paign with no liberty of thought or
speech, not as honest advisers of the
electors, but as advocates and faaranguers
for the persons on whom the editors
depend for political backing In the fu-
ture. De Young and Spreckels, aware
that they can get nothing from Dan
Burns, Governor Gage and the Repub-
lican machine, are supporting Abe Ruef's
primary league, in the hope of capturing
the city convention and ultimately send-
ing a numerous and serviceable San
Francisco delegation to the Republican
stato convention. They pretend that the
primary league has been organized to
purify politics and defeat the bosses,
but their remedy for the existing ills
of the party is to make themselves
the bosses. The Republican primary
league is composed largely of the same
class of politicians that flock about Mar-
tin Kelly or any other political boss who
seems likely to have power and control
patronage. Abe Ruef Is a shrewd man.
and he knew what arguments to make
In order to enlist" De Young and Spreckels
in his scheme. He made other and loftier
arguments to the Bulletin to gain a
promise of support from this paper, but
as the Bulletin has no political ambi-
tions and desires only the good of the
city, Ruef's arguments were not con-

vincing or effective. Ruef, who now is
trying to drive Kelly out of the party,
formerly "did politics" with Kelly. This
article, however, 13 neither an attack
on Ruef or his friends nor a defense
of Kelly or his friends. It Is nothing
more than a plain statement of the case
with which voters are confronted.

The Examiner, too, is not at liberty
to fight in this campaign for the public
good. In the mind, of Hearst the public
good comes after private revenge, and
If Hearst Is to be the boss of the Dem
ocratic party In this city he must prove
his power by defeating the Democratic
organization which declined to withhold
renominatlon from Judge Dalngerfield
at Hearst's behest, and by discrediting
the administration of Mayor Phelan,
who would not make Esola Chief of Po-

lice when the Examiner commanded him
so to do.

It Is Important for the people to know
that the politician-editor- s are looking
for their own advancement and not for
the public good; that their motives are
just as selfish as those of the old bosses;
that many of the adherents that they
have enlisted are the same political
hacks who have done work for Buckley,
Rainey, Kelly and Crimmins, as their
own Interests prompted; and that a
newspaper as a boss is the worst kind
of a boss, because it has the power of
the press behind It, and can secure that
silence which is golden to men who fear
publicity. Buckley, Rainey, Kelly and
Crimmins feared at least the newspa-
pers; but If Hearst, De Young and
Spreckels are the bosses they will have
most of the newspapers to cloak their
misdeeds, and the people will have lost
most of the forces which ought to be
their allies, but are not

0

Amateur Search for Truth.
The Atlantic.

The amateur search for trufh has al-

ways flourished, and Is likely to flourish
always In the United States. That tho
quest is inspiriting, amusing, sometimes
highly rewarded, one may readily admit
But If It promotes Individualism, It also
produces the crank. If it brevets us all as
philosophers, it likewise brands many of
us as fools. Who does not know the
amateur economist, with his "sacred
ratios," or his amiable willingness to "do
something for silver"; the amateur so-

ciologist, who grows strangely confused
if you ask him to define sociology; pop-

ular preachers who can refute Darwin
and elucidate Jefferson "while you wait,"

If you do wait; amateur critics of art
and literature, who have plenty of zeal,
but no knoweldge of standards, no an-
chorage In principles; the lady amateur,
who writes verses without knowing
prosody, and paints pictures without
learning to draw, and performs what she
calls "social service" without tiralnlng
her own children either in manners or re-
ligion Nay, are there not amateur col-
lege professors who walk gracefully
through the part, but add neither to the
domain of human knoweldge nor to the
practical efficiency of any pupil?

Effect of a Pardon.
Philadelphia Times.

New Hampshire's crooked bank official
was pardoned by President McKinley in
order that he might not die in prison.
The operation bids fair to be quite suc-
cessful, as the man has postponed his
death to some indefinite time, and Is now
showing symptoms-- of again engaging In

WISDOM FOR A LABOR LEADER

New York Times.
It is to be regretted that those who are

Intrusted with the management of the
business of the labor organizations are
not able to Impress upon the minds of
their followers the excellent precepts to
which from time to time they are in-

spired to give utterance. It will be re-

membered that when the Knights of La-

bor were expanding from a small and
relatively unimportant organization to one
which threatened to absorb and over-

shadow every form of union in every
branch of industry, Mr. Powderly issued
a circular so full of good sense and wise
precept that all for whom the subject
had Interest gave thanks, and exchanged
congratulations that a great and wise
leader had arisen to lead the arm of la-

bor to the peaceful conquest of lasting
benefits. Mr. Powderly undoubtedly
meant well, but his Inability to control
the Frankenstein he had assisted In evok-
ing soon became evident. The Knights of
Labor went to pieces through excesses
into which right-minde- d and conservative
workingmen could not and would not per-

mit themselves to be led, and Mr. Powder-ly'- s
memorable pronunclamento has taken

Its place as one of the curiosities of labor
literature.

And now comes Mr. Samuel Gompers,
who Is moved to declare himself In words
of truth and soberness. His purpose Is to
advise the membership of the American
Federation of Labor against hasty and

action In engaging In strikes.
His circular was rendered necessary, he
says, by the fact that too many of the
labor unions rush Into strikes without due
consideration, with the result that a large
proportion of them are wholly unsuccess-
ful and extremely costly. From this cir-
cular we quote as follows:

No strike shall be ordered until every effort
has been made by a committee to settle the
differences with the employer.

A strike should be inaugurated only as a
last resort.

A conciliator- - policy Is more advantageous
than contest. Arbitration should be offered
before a strike has begun. It is easier to st

a difference before a strike than after.
Whenever the question of strike is to be

voted upon a secret ballot should be had, and
each member required to write his own ballot.

When the union enters Into an agreement
with an employer. Its terms should be faith-
fully kept, regardless of temptations to
break It.

This Is sane and wholesome. It leaves
no room for criticism, even from the point
of view which organized labor Is supposed
to occupy. But if this advice was-- fol-
lowed, Is It not probable that the profes-
sional agitators and strike leaders would
find themselves "out of a job"? This
would not be a public misfortune, and
even the honest worklngman could prob-
ably manage to get along very well wltlv
out them. Unfortunately, however, they
are not ready to be eliminated, and for
some time to come their principal ocupa-tlo- n

will doubtless be to make It appear
that while Mr. Gompers' views are all
very well from a sentimental standpoint,
they are not quite practical. The weak-
ness of President Gompers' position Is that
he has absolutely no power to carry his
wise and conservative views into effect
We suggest the Inquiry whether it would
not be a good plan to deny to those who
declare premature and unnecessary strikes
and make no proper effort to adjust the
differences underlying them by concilia-
tion and arbitration, the moral and ma-
terial support of the American Federation
of Labor. In no other way will It ever
be possible to impress upon the unions In
the membership of the federation the very
sensible views above quoted. Unless this
is done some room will remain for a ques-
tion as to whether Mr. Gompers is talk-
ing to organized labor to "to the gal-
leries."

The Survival of Drama.
The deeper reasons of the law of ffiie

survival of dramas may not be laid down
here and now, says Henry Austin Clapp
In the August Atlantic. But a good neg-
ative working-da- y rule of prediction can
be furnished. It is simple enough: The
play which never passes Into literature,
the play which, In "the cold permanency
of print," cannot endure reading and re-
reading, has the sure seed of death within
it. Out of a hundred contemporary dra-
mas, ninety are flat and unprofitable on
a first perusal, and nlnety-and-nln- e are
warranted to cause mental nausea at a
second. Take Robertson's School, for In-

stance, which was performed to delighted
hundreds of thousands In England and
America In the early seventies. Reading
It deliberately today Is like absorbing
a gallon of weak, warmish eau sucree,
flavored with the juice of half a lemon
and a small pinch of ginger. Contrast
with that work and with works of Its
quality the half hundred tragedies and
comedies which remain to us from. the
Greeks of the fifth and fourth centuries
before Christ. The newest of these plays
are two thousand two hundred years old;
they are written in a dead language; tfhey
have the atmosphere of a remote land and
an alien age and civilization; yet they
still receive the quick sympathy and com-
mand the reverent admiration of the
world.

Another Hymn Not Doggerel.
PORTLAND, Aug. 2. (To the Editor.)

To me the most striking part of the great
funeral services at Centenary Church in
honor of Dr. George Gue was the read-
ing of a hymn that is worthy & place in
The Oregonlan. Here it is:

It Is not death to die
To leave this weary road.

And, 'mid the brotherhood on high,
To be at home with God.

It is not death to close
The eye long dimmed by tears,

And wage. In glorious repose
To spend eternal years.

It Is not death, to bear
The wrench that sets us free

From dungeon chain, to breathe the air
Of boundless liberty.

It is not death to fling
Aside this sinful dust.

And rise, on strong, exulting wing.
To live among the Just.

Jesus, thou Prince of Life,
Thy chosen cannot die!

Like thee, they conquer In the strife,
To reign with thee on high.

B. J. HOADLEY.

Americans Must Be Professionals.
The Atlantic.

Ours must be, not "a nation of ama-
teurs," but a nation of professionals if it
is to hold Its own In the coming strug-
glesstruggles not merely for commer-
cial dominance, but for the supremacy of
political and moral Ideals. Our period of
National Isolation, with all it brought of
good or evil, has been outlived. The new
epoch will place a heavy handicap upon
ignorance of the actual world, upon in-

difference to international usages and un-
dertakings, upon contempt for the for-
eigner. What is needed Is, Indeed, knowl-
edge, and the skill that knowledge makes
possible. The spirit with which we con-
front the National tasks of the future
should have the sobriety, the firmness,
the steady effectiveness, which we associ-
ate with the professional.

Enconrnging n Bad Impression.
Indianapolis News.

Every injunction that? is granted to a
trust against Its employes will almost cer-
tainly have a bad effect. Therefore It
Is of the utmost Importance that no In-

junction should be granted unless the case
Is clear. It! would be a most unfortunate
thing if the workingmen should get the
impression and many of them have it
now that the courts and the trusts are
in alliance against them. And we are all
Interested In the maintenance of political
rights. Men must be allflwed to go to
considerable lengths In maintaining them.
A judicial despotism is as' bad as any
other sort of despotism.

And 'o Relief In Sight.
New York Press.

The latest dispatches show that there
has been no cessation for Ave years, one
month, two weeks and three days in the
hofl wave which is parching Colonel "Wi-
lliam JannliurA JZxnrajx'e. Presidential ctod.

NOTE AND COMMENT.'

Personal. Judge Lynch Is .spending a
few days at his Summer honiejln Missis-
sippi. "

Misfortunes never come singly. Bryan
has now espoused the cause of Admiral
Schley.

If airships aTe not perfected pretty soon
there will be no way for Mississippi Val-
ley people to keep up with the thermom-
eters. .

The mercury in Kansas has now got
down to 100 degrees, and tho natives are
laying In overcoats and abusing the coal
man.

An Egyptian boat said to be 4000 years
old has just been dug up. It might be a
good plan to enter her in a trial with this
season's cup defenders.

Stand hard by your guns,
"Whenever you're at sea.

And you'll be called the oaitlft
Of the whole Naveo.

The Younger boys, recently released
from the penitentiary, have been employed
as tombstone salesmen. They certainly
ought to be able to create a market for
their wares.

A Minnesota Justice of the Peace has
fined himself for soiling baking powder
without the proper label. He probably re-

tained enough of the powder to raise tho
price of the fine.

Perhaps It is a good thing that Samp-
son was so far away at Santiago. Had tho
two Admirals attempted to settle their dif-

ferences with the Brooklyn and New York
trouble might have ensued.

A negro in Birmingham, Ala., died whlla
eating a watermelon. It Is not expected,
however, that the occurrence will causa
the colored brethren to delete the water-
melon entirely from their bill of fare.

Mayor Rowe, in telling that boiled
salmon story, neglected to state that there
was a tree of lemons within reach of his
strong right hand, and a quarry abounding
In fine porcelain platters In the Immediate
vicinity. Thes,e are but trifling matters,
but they should not be omitted.

Brigadier-Gener- al Randall, U. S. A.,
whose Department of Alaska was formal-
ly ended by a War Department order last
week, will join at Vancouver Barracks
with his personal staff and Companies F
and L, Seventh Infantry, about October
1, when he will assume command of tho
Department of the Columbia.

"We gratefully acknowledge the compli-
ment bestowed upon this column by tho
Dally Alaskan, of Skagway, which draws
upon it for its editorial matter. Unfor-
tunately, the man who sets the credit lines
on the D. A. is off on his vacation. If
our Skagway contemporary cares to uso
this paragraph tho same is heartily at
Its service.

Major J. P. Kennedy, who has been
prowling about the foothills of the Cas-

cades, recently discovered a poet. His
first Impulse was to capture it and bring
it to Portland as a present to the City
Museum, but as It was engaged as a
waitress in a restaurant, he decided to al-

low It to waste Its sweetness on the San-tla- m

air, and merely contented himself
with bagging several specimens of its
work, one of which he has sent to Tho
Oregonlan, and which follows:

TIIE SPINX.
The splnx is a crceture haf woman haf beest
That Is found far away In the orient east
In the hot sands of Egipt far far away
It has lade for manny and manny a day,

"What It was made- - for I don't suppose
That anny boddy now living noes
But I read In a book when 1 was a girl
That It was 1 of the wonders of the wlrld.

In those ages hence there was people what
knew

A greet deal more then manny now doo
If we studdy and rede to Iraprovo our mind
That we dont know It all we will soon find.

And they girl who studdys and read and thinks
"Will cam a good lesson from the splnx
A lesson to bear in mind every day
And keep her mouth shut when theres nothing

to say. TILLIE JOHNSON.

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPIIER.S

An Overflow. First Financier Are you get-
ting much out of that new oil well? Second
Financier Are we? About $5000 a week, all
In ?5 subscriptions! Life.

An Excellent Reason. "Why do they throw
old Bhoes after a bridal couple?" "Well. I
suppose because they're so much cheaper than
new ones." Philadelphia Bulletin.

Diner I say, waiter, this k Isn't
nearly as good as the ono I had here last
week. Walter Indeed, sir! That ia very
strange: It's off tho same flsh! Tid-Blt- s.

Entitled to It. Client By what right are
you keeping that ?GO0O damages you recovered
for me? Lawyer Didn't you tell mo in tho
first place that all you wanted was satisfac-
tion? Ohio State Journal.

Fastidious. "Jane Meadows was almost
drowned in the latest Staten Island ferry col-

lision." "How was that?" "She said the
didn't match that new shirt-wai- st or

hers." Cleveland Plain Dealer.
Drama. "So there Is to be a revival of

Shakespeare?" "Well, I understand one of
our best playwrights has been commlsslonea
to dramatize two or three of Shakespeare's
plays as an experiment." Detroit Freo Press.

Luck. "Do you think a person who finds a
four-le- clover Is necessarily lucky?" "Yes."
answered Miss Cayenne. "Any one who can
go hunting four-lea- f clovers Is lucky to ba
able to pass the time thus Instead of work-
ing." Washington Star.

The Feminine Touch Wanted. Jones Our lit-

tle brown mare kicked like everything when
we tried to make her wear a straw hat.
Brown She did? Jones Yes: but my wife
sewed some pink roses and blue chiffon on It,
and now sho goes all right. Chicago Record-Heral- d.

AS ITS WROTE.
She calls herself Cathryn Mae,
And yet there are gossips who sae

Catherine Mary's her name.
Yn supportyng whych claym
They ynsyst she was chrystened that wae.

Philadelphia Press.
A Chicago professor is lecturing on "How

to Lie When Sleeping." The politicians are
much interested. In the heat of a campaign
much time has been lost because lying ha
been limited to waking hours. The effects of
the learned professor's discovery upon the next
campaign are awaited with interest. Nebraska
City Conservative.

Ad Aitrn.
Thomas Walsh, In August Atlantic

Love, you are late.
Yea, while the rose leaves fall
In showers against the moonlit garden wall,

My firm hand shuts the gate.
The nightingale

Has worn himself with pleading:
The fountains silvered tears are Interceding,

But what Is their avail.

Love, you are late.
Long stood the postern wide
With all my morning-glorie- s twined; Inside

Bird called to bird for mate.
Noon and the sun.

The love of bees and flowers.
With folded hands unclaimed I marked tho

hours
That saw my youth undone.

Then evening star
And comlnr of tho moon!
Ah, not too soon, my soul, ah, not too soon

Broke their soft grace afar!
All consecrate,

I chose my white path there
And took the withered roses from my hair.

1 Love, you are late too late.


