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STATUS OF CUBA.

It stema pot probable that Cuba will
Aesire for any leagth of time to main-
tnin heér pretension to national inde-
pendenee, It s pretension, Indeed,
rather than reality; slnce she has ac-
pepted the Platt proposals and will
make them a part of her fundamental
law. A writer In Gunton's Magazine
#ils forth with perfect clearness the ac-
tual giatus of Cuba under this conven-
tion. It will be that of a state having
Incal autonomy, but not having na-
tional independence. “*We have pur-
poeely,” he sanyn, “called Cuba’s agree-
ment an acceptance of autoepomy on
her part. Genuine independence it s
nol and cannot be, It may be the best
poesible gettlement of the Cuban prob-
lem, but we only need to apply the case
to ourselves to see whether we have
really given Cuba Infependence or au-
tonomy under & protectorate. Buppose
England, during the Revolutiopary
War, had offered to withdraw lts troops
and let us set up A government of our
wn, on condition that we would aever
make any tréeaty with a forelgn power
reganding ownership or control of any
part of this country, nor contract say
debt beyond our capacity to pay, but
glve the English the perpetus]l right
to intervene in our domestic affalrs
whenever they might regard it neces-
sary to protect life, liberty and prop-
erty; surrender an important piece of
territory; and sell or lease to the Brit-
ish Government lands necessary for
corling nnd naval stations, Suppose,
then, we had accepted these conditions;
would It have been [ndependence?
Would we regard ourselves now as an
independent matlon if any foreige
power possessed any such rights with
reference to American affalrs?™

In fact, therefore, Cuba will not be
an Independent gtute. Her Independ-
ence will be but nominal, but she will
have local self-government and civil
liberty, under protection of the United
States. Very soon there will be Im-
portant reasons why she will desire to
abundon her status of nominal inde.
pendence and become a state of the
American Unfon. She will soon see the
need of free commercial intercourse
with the United States. Her deslre for
independence was but & sentimental
one, a8 we s=e from the fact that she
was willing to enter Into A convention
that makes it only nominal. Witbhout
free commercial Intercourse with the
United States, the burdens of Caba will
be too great to be borne. She Is to be
in fact a dependency, any way, and
her demand for umrestricted trade will
soon cause her to séek Incorporatiom
with the United States.

IS THE ACT VALID?

The third section of the ordinance
passed by the Common Councll for ac-
ceptance of the Portland Library by
the Cily of Portland provides that “the
control and management of the library
shall be in the board of directors of
the Library Assoclation of Portland.”
This provisico 18 in conformity with the
statute; but whether the statute is not
at variance with the constitution may
be a question.

The constitution declares that “No
county, city, town or other municlpal
corporation. by the vole of its cltizens
otherwise, shall become a stock-
holder in any joint stock company, cor-
poration or association whatever, or
raise money for, or loan Its credit to,
or in aid of, any such company, cor-
poration or association.”” Now the
question is whether the act under which
this money is to be raised does not be-
comg through this ordinance an act to
“ralse money"” for the Portland Library
Association.

But there are other questions. How
can the present Common Council of
Portland bind any future Common
Council of Portland to levy a tax for
ten years, or for any number of years?
And where is there any lawful author-
ity for the Common Council to enter
into contract with this assoclation, or
with any other, for more than two
Years?

it & a good thing, no doubt, to leave
the control and management in the
hands of the present directors, There
will be beitér administration of the
lbrary than the city would be Mkely to
get through electipn by the citizens.
But the other mattern are not so clear.

The city doubtless may operate a
Hbrary. Whether It can do so on this
plun may, however, be a question. It
may, indeed, if nobody objects; but
there s a habit In most communities,
and this ocne s no exception, of de-
clining to pay any tax that may be
resisted.

Aiready the Portiland School District

has turned over to certain persons, un-
known to school lJaws, a sum of money
for support of kindergariems.. Many
make Inquiry where asuch action is to
stop. Bhall we have music, and amuse-
ments of various kinds, provided by the
city, through contract, and pald for out
of the public funds? Or newspapers
delivered to citizens by contract, and
pald for in the same way?

The Oregonlan I8 not questioning the
polley of establishing a public library.
But there does seem to it a question
whether this method, if attacked, will
be held valld; and whether kindergar-
tens, public libraries, and whatever else
is gupported by public taxation, should
not be ad istered by offecials duly
appointed by the state and under its
control

ASTORIA'S I’R(!lll.é!.

In another column we reproduce from
the Astoria Newa nn article that sesms
to show gome conception of the causes
that have operated to put Portland
where it Is, rather than at the mouth of
the Columbia River, Theses causes are,
in brief, a2 The Oregonian so often has
pointed out. comnected with the con-
figuration of the country, and rest pri-
marily upon the fact that Portland Is
the handiest meeting-place of the vari-
ous highways of trade In the Columbia
Basin. Each of the tributary regions,
the Inland Emplre, the Willameatte Val-
ley. Western Oregon and Western
Washington, exert their Influence to
pull their commaon center of trade In
thelr direction, juie as a planet I8
drawn upon by attraction of surround-
ing bodles In the system of which It
forms a part. Had Western Oregon
and Washington possessed a greater
trade volume, they would have drawn
the meeting-place neater to themsejves,
Had the Willamette Valley been insig-
nificant in its trade, it could not have
availed to draw the Upper Columbia
commerce across or around the peuln.
sula to Portland. All these streams of
trade, from the Columbla and Snake,
from the Willameétte and Cowlite, from
the Lower Columbia and Tllamook,
find thelr natural convergence here,
and here they will contin2e to find it

Astoria, at length, may be depended
upon to see this, as the News now does;
yet It is still belleved there that If the
“eommon point” on grain were gramted,
the ships that enter the Columbia
would be loaded at Astoria with grain
brought in cars, without breaking bulk,
frcm the farms of the Columbia Basin,
There has never been any disposition
on the part of The Oregonian to oppose
this “common point” Upon occasion,
upon repeated cccasion, it has been {a-
vorably spoken of. Yet it must be re-
membered that in nearly the whole
range of transported articles, Astorla
already has the common point. On all
merchandise from the East it has the
same rate as Is pald by Portland, Beat-
tie and Tacoma. By the Northern Pa-
cific and Burlington It has common
rates on both fir and cedar lumber into
Chicago, Omaha and Kansas City, and
elsewhere. Yet this has not moved the
lumber mills of Portland to Astoria or
to the mouth of the Cowlitz, Business
continues to center here, as at the most
convenient place. So it might be with
the “common puint” on grain, What-
ever the rate should be, It would stil]
cost something to carry the graln from
Portland to Astoria, and If it were
cheaper to earry it in the hold of the
veasel than by rall, in the vessel's hold
it would still be carried.

The demand for a “common polnt™ on
grain Is virtually a demand that the
rallroads bringing graln to Portland
shall earry it on to Astoria for nothing.
Whether they agree to thls or not, Is
thelr business, is certainly not the busi-
ness either of the Astoria News or of
The Oregonian. It Is a rallroad prob-
lem, to be pgolved by the rallroads
They will do what seems to them most
profitable in the long run. What s ob-
Jected to here, and most seriously, 1s
the attempt to advance the “common-
point”  contention by attacks on the
river channel betwesn Portland and the
#ea. To abandon such attacks for the
reasonable course outlined by the News
would be for Astorin very wise, For
upon the maintenance of that channel
Portland is fully determined. The ad-
vantage involved in the “common
pont” is doubtless exaggerated in the
Astoria mind. But whether it is or ls
not, no worse way can be devised to
achieve It than to make war upon the
river channels between the Upper Co-
lumbia and the sea.

A PRISONER BY COURTESY.

Olive 8chrelner, an English woman
whose lomg residence In SBouih Africa
has made her famillar with the lives
and customs of the Boers, and whose
sympathy for these people has In re-
cent monthe been expressed In most
vigorous language, is, It is charged,
held as a prisoner by the British In
Cape Colony, and, because of her cham-
plonship of the Boers, has been subject-
ed to many hardshipe and indignities.
This statement I8 denled, except In =0
far as it applles to the fact that she,
with her busband, Mr. Cronwright, is
In Hanover, Cape Colony, which being
under martial law, limits thelr freedom
to the military cordon that surrounds
the town., There is little reason to sup-
pose that Mrs, Cronwright's pen is idle,
and less to support the statement that
she is subject to harsh treatment at the
hands of the Britieh military authori-
ties. Her pen Is too vigorous and her
use of language too forceful to permit
this as a possibllity. She has lived In
Bouth Africa many years with wide-
open eyes and comprehensive under-
standing. Her skstches of the Boers,
prior {o the present war, were anything
but complimentary to these people,
whether in social, religious. political or
industrinl lines. .

The status of these people as pre-
sented by her portralture was that of
dense igmorance, insufferanble bigotry,
rank cruelty to animals and natives,
and a stolld indolence that enriched
its possessors by forcing the care of
their flocks and herds upon enslaved
Kaffirs,. A vigorous champion of her
own eex, the utter disregard of the
elmplest rights of the Boer women by
thelr masters was made, no doubt, the
basis of her diagnosis of the woman
question, which, published in an Amer-
fean magazine some months ago, at-
tracted general attention and com-
ment, Heér champlonshlp of the Boers
in thelr struggle against British domin-
fon lg separate and apart from her es-
timate of their character as oppressors
of all creatures who were weaker
physically than themselves.

It ls difficult to concelve upon what
basis she could plead for the larger
power and complete liberty of men who
~~presumptively at least—upon her own
showing were unfit to éxercise the
measure of power that they possessed.
Unlettered in the very alphabet of clv-
fiization; living In huts of the lowliest
and fiithiest deacription; possessed of &

religlous fanaticism that made them
regard themselves as the Lord's chosen
People; making slaves of the natives
whom first they had despolled, and uvao-
hesltatingly accepting Paul Kruger as
thelr dictator—it s a marvel that the
rude burghefs of the Traasvaal have
secured in Olive Schreiner a champion
of thelr sa-called iiberty and absurd
claim of seif-government. That she Is
technleally a prisoner of war within the
British lines I not so strange, but that
she Is thus sltuated is doubtless due lo
her own cholce, since she has lived In
South Africs long enough to know what
place is best suited to her health, and
possibly also to her finances nnd oppor-
tunities for cellecting datn for articies
which ahe knows so well how to make
readable.

GLADSTONE KHILLED THE LIBERAL
PARTY.

Lord Rosebery’'s manifesto on the di-
vislons of the Liberal party takes a
Eloomy view of its future. No wonder
bhe despalrs of his party when it is di-
vided upon a question concerning which
the mation is by a very large majority
againststhe pro-Boer faction of the Lib-
erals. No wonder it s exciting adverse
comment, The decline of the Liberal
party began fifteen vears ago, when
Gladstone's randical polley of home rule
for Ireland drove out of the party the
Duke of Devonshire (then Lord Hart.
ington), John Hright and a number of
eminent men who were In harmony
with the party on everything save that
of home rule for Irelend. Had Glad-

stone been fifteen years younger, his
powerful personallty might possibly
have recovercd from defeat, but jt is

doubtful unless he could have prevent-
ed the breaking out of the Boer War,
which resulted from Gladstone's
fatal error in losing his opportunity
to conquer and annex the Transvaal in
1884, after the English defeat at Majuba
Hill Gladstone was warned ai the

time by some of hiz political friends |

that he was only sowing the seed of o
future conflict with the Boers, and to-
day the divislon In the Liberal party
is on this very guestion, which divides
it even as the war for the Union di-
vided the Democratic party Into War
Democrats and “Copperheads.”

Lord Rosebery, Herbert Asqulth and
a majority of the Liberal party have
suppprted the government vigorously In
the matter of the Boer War, and today
continue to support It but a minor-
ity of that party under the leadership
of John Morley and Eir Willlam Har-
court have opposed from the beginning
the war against the Boers, and there
are others, like Campbell-Banmerman,
who, while granting the subjugation
of the Transvaal and the Orange Free
State to be inevitable, favor the imme-
diate grant to thé conquered Boers of
a full measure of local self-government
on Canadlan or Australian lines. To
guch a measure at present there Is not
the slightest prospect that the British
people would consent, The government
i= bound to persist in its subjugation
of the Boers, and it could not safely
grant the Boers for many years to come
privileges which would e¢nable men of
their vindietive, implacable temper to
recover their loskes and renew the
struggle. The British Empire cannot
afford to lose the Cape of Good Hope,
and for this reason the goveérnment
will mot soon grant the Boers of the
late Bouth African Republics home rule,

Some of the Liberals who left Glad-
stone in 1896 to join the Unionlst party
have gone so far 88 to sey that Glad-
astone “killed the Liberal party.” It Is
certainly true that to Gladstone's mis-
taken magoanimity In 1884 England
owed the Boer War., It is certainly
true that Gladstone completely outran
English support in his pollcy of home
rule for Ireland, and it is certain that
it is the Gladstonlan Iirreconcilables,
both English and [Irish, that form the
pro-Boer minority of the Liberal party
today. The present attitude of this pro-
Boer faction s sure to be fatal to any
near restoration of the Liberal party to
power. History will repeat itself. The
factional opposition of the pro-Boer
Liberals will make the progpects of the
party as hopeless as were those of the
Whigs that under the lead of Fox
became the avowed opponents of the
war agalnst the French Republie from
1792 to 1800. By hi= opposition to the
war with France, Fox lost the support
of Burke and a number of other able
lieutenants, and Incurred the hostiiity
of the vast majority of the Eritish peo-
ple, who were as much a unit for war
with France as the North was a unit
for war for the Union. The war with
HFyaace did not end untll Waterloo, in
1815, but the prejudice exclted by the
motlon of Whigs undeér Fox was 80
bitter that it long wsurvived the death
of Fox and Burke, long survived the
victory of Waterloo, for from 1792 to
1880 the Whigs remained out of office
gave for the very brief term of power
gecured by the “Ministry of All the
Talents." For more than thirty years
the Whigs were distrusted by the Brit-
ieh people, because they had been the
“friends of France” from 1752 to 1805

The same deep-rooted memory of the
action of the “Copperhead” factlom of
the Democracy during the Clvil War
kept that party out of power from 1568
to 1884. The Democracy had earned the
distrust of the people, and it cost it
nearly twenty years' exclusion from
power. * The pro-Boer faction of the
Liberal party will make the return of
that party to-power a distant event.
United, it is stlll nominally strong. At
the last glection there were at the polls
only 1,640,000 supporters of the Minis-
try, compared with 1820000 support-
ers of the opposition, and there are 186
Liberals in Parllament, But lts “Cop-
perhead” faction will digeredit It, creates
popular distrust and keep It out of
power. History will repeat itself. The
that the majority of Englishmen are de-
termined to fight the Boer War to a
finish. to force a complete surrender,
even if it creates a solltude, and the
opposition of the Liberal “stop-the-war"
minority will effect nothing but a per-
petuation of the Conservatlves In
power,

Today the Improvement Saclety of
Point of Woods, L. L, will unveil a tab-
let at that place In memory of Mar-
garet Fuller, Marchloness Ossoll, who
with her husband was shipwrecked and
drowmed off Fire Isiand beach fAfty-
one years ago. Speeches will be made
by Mrs, Lillle Devereux Blake, Mrs.
Charlotte B. Wilbur, the Rev. Howard
Townsend, of Orange, N. J., and the
Rev. Robert W. Meredith, of Brooklyn,
Among the guests wiil be Mrs. Julla
Ward Howe, Mrs, Edna B. Cheney and
Colonel Thomas Wentworth Higginson.
Margaret Fuller will be remembered
longer for having been made the object
of the keenest gatire, not only by Low-
ell in his “Fable for Crities,” but by
Hawthorne, than for anything else,
Her literary remalas Include no evi-
dence of superlor powers of thought or
expresslon; she was a pedantiec woman
of considerable scholastic learning com-

pared with the women of her day. but
to speak of her as & woman of gon-
fus," ag her admirers do, ls absurd
She was an enthusiast and an ecoentric
peérson, as she proved by falllng In
love with and marryving the so-called
Marquis Ossoll, who, while a noblemnan
by lineage, was a cook in a restaurant
when Margar«t married him, and a very
cheap, shiftlesy creature, if we may
judge from Hawthome's contemptuous
allusions to him. Lowell snd Haw-
thorne describe Margaret Fuller under
the lronlcal titles of Minerva and Zano-
bla.
\ -

With the flag of Norway mingling
its crimson and blue with the Stars
and $Stripes of the United States, the
ships of the Baldwin-Zelgler Arctic ex-
pedition weighed anchor in the harbor
of Tromsoe, Norway, on the 17th, and
steamed vallantly for the North, Thera
has come to be more of publle appre-
hension than exultation in a departure
of this kind, yet hope sets sall with
each expedition that has for its objec-
tive point the north pole. It is Atting,
moreover, that Norway and America
work side by side In the prosecution of
this object, either o fail or to succeed
together. Americans, of course, want
thelr countrymen to reach the worth
pole first, if it is to be reached, but will
be generously content to share such an
honor with the brave Norsemen, whosa

at least equaled those of thelr own
countrymen. As usual, the leader of
this expedition fs sanguine of his abil-
ity to reach the long-sought goal, in
struggling toward which so many
brave men have suffered cruelly and
perighed miserably.

The sympathy that Is due a man who,
from lil health which saps hia physical
energy and endangera his life, Is forced
to abandon a cherished plan, will follow
Mr. Leigh 2. J. Hunt, late of Santtle,
in his world-wide quest for health and
in the disappointment caueed by the
relinquishment of his Seattle newspi-
per enterprise. However friends may
pralse or enemles deride the polltical
and journalistic judgment of Mr, Huat,
all must alike concede his energy In
the pursult of fortune and his honesty
In making good the deficits of financial
misfortune. It may be hoped that his
quest for health will not be in valn, and
that fortune will continue to smlle upon
him, whether in the future he vexes
himself with journalism or not.

The man who cannot control his ap-
petite for strong drink, and because of
this and the misery, domestic and phys-
feal, that It sntalls, commits sulcide, Is
to be both commiserated and congrat.
ulated, Commiserated because of his
weakness In the first instance; congrat-
ulated because of the strength that
grows out of it which enablegs him to
end the unequal fight with his foe,
The commuunity Is the galner when the
end comes withcut having been pre-
ceded by a shocklong murder and an
expensive trial before the courts;, and it
can weil afford to pity the wvictim of
his own undoing fn that he did not In-
flict upon it the worst that he might
have done.

A strong man In the executive office
of a great state can do much, Before
Mr, Odell became Governor of New
York the corporations of the state pald
taxes which netted the state about
$1,800,000 annually. This year the
amount will be Increased to $5,000,000,
and in 1902 the corporation tax is ex-
pected to yleld $6,000,000. The New
York trust companies will pay $1,600,000
into the state treasury this year. Thias
result 1s due chiefly to Governor Odell's
vigorous purpose in enforcement of the
laws.

Lord Russell's ls the most recent trial
of a peer for blgamy by the House of
Lords, but it is not the first. The fa-
mous Elizabeth Chudleigh, Countesa of
Eristel, who called herself Duchess of
Kingston, was tried for blgamy In the
eighteenth century before the House of
Lords. She was the woman whose
etrange career is sald to have suggest-
ed to Thackeray the character of Be-
atrice In “Henry Esmond” and the
Baroness Bernstein In “The Virgin-
fans.”

The last Legislature passed a law glv-
Ing monopoly rights of logging on
streame to whosoever should apply to
the County Court. No procedure was
get out for declding between rival ap-
plicants—an emergency that might
have been foreseen and has mow arisen
in Clatsop County. It wili be well to
have the lnw adjudicated. on this peint
at least, if not on others,

Miss Rawson's experience and the
probable death of young Goldsteln on
Mount 8t. Helens ahould remind all who
cherish venturesome plans that a prime
requisite for contest with danger is
precaution, Boldness and diseretion do
not always go together, so we ghall
probably have such accldents untll hu-
man nature Is revolutionlzed,

Tolstol I8 better, This I8 because
every newspaper in the land has made
a pleture of him and set up his blogra-
phy. He iz one of those Inconsiderate
persons who will live along now until
the picture is lost and the type worn
out. Few men ever have the decency
to die when their obltuary has been
put In anticipative type.

e ———————

Sam HIil reports an “ever-growing"
trade between the United States and
Asia. Evidently he has not seen the
figures for the Iast fiseal year, which
show that our Asiatic trade has been
growing backward, It Is just as well
&0, perhaps, for otherwise he might not
have spoken.

The list of new Northern Pacific di-
rectors glves us the most convinclng
testimony thus far adduced of the ac-
tual arrival of consolidated manage-
ment of transcontinental roads. Old
“Community"” is here, and no mistake,

It is a patriotic thing for the House
of Lorde to send Earl Russsl]l up for
three months., The line must be drawn
somewhere on the advancing strides of
American enterprise.

Carnegie will not ssy a word about
the strikers in the steel works, Any
word from him would only recall the
bloody scenes of Homestead, He ls
wise,

A happy characterization of the Ohio
incident is that of the Montgomery Ad-
vertiser, which calls it & “thunderclap
after a long drouth.”

As Morgan and Shaffer both decline
to hirbitrete, the show for settlement on
these lines is not very promlising.

Suppose now Great Britain should re-
taliate by tariffs upon American stesl!

| the Taw material used ls trivial
efforta In this direction have herstofore |

THE “AMERICAN INVADERS.”

London Mail

Men sometimes speak as though the
dramatic coup of a Morgan when he ac-
quired control of one of our great shipping
lines, or of a Bchwab whe outbids our
stéel makers, or of Philadelphia bridge-
bullders, who capture the orders for our
blggest viaduets, comprised this Invasion
They do not. Such items are merely the
rensational lncidents In o vast campaign
The real invaslon goes on unceasingly and
without noise or show In i industries at
once. From shaving soap to electric mo-
tors, And from shirt walsts to telephones
the American Is clearing the fleld.

Today it ls Hterally true that they are.
seliing American cottons in Manchester,
plg lron in Laneashire, tin plate In Cur-
At and steel In SheMeld. It only remains
for them tp take Amerlcan coal to New.
eastle.

Modern office furniture, from the desk
to the door mat, is nearly all American
fn every up-to-date establishment. One
#its on a Nebraska swivel chalr before a
Michigan roll-top desk_ writing one's let-
ters on a Syracuse typewriter, signing
wiem with & New York fountain pen, and
drying them with a Dblotting-sheet from
New England. The letter coples are put
away in files manufactured in Grand Rap-
ids.

The wvalua of typewriters brought to
England from New York and Bostow is
cogsiderably over £4000 a week, and the
greater part of this s clear profit or high
wages for skilled labor, as the cost of
Effort
after effort has been made by English
firms {0 acquire this trade, but In waln,
The only serious competitor to the Amer.
lcan machines for office use ks a Cana-
dian typewriter.

Threés years sago some cheap Amerioan
blouses were imported, and last year the
greater part of ths Engilsh ready-made
shirt waist trode went to Ameriea. Ons
English firm alone sold American blouses
for women to the value of £57.00. This
was done notwithstanding the fact that
the American manufactorers would not

look at small orders, and would only do |

sinesa with the largest jobbers.

Now that they have annexed our blousa
trade the Americans are entering serious-
Iy Into the hosiery business here They
have found a very profitable line in men’s
braces, and in high-class underciothes
they are likely for a time to have things
much thelr own way.

Take another allled trade. A lttle time
ilnce English boot manufacturers begang
to feel the pinch of American competition.
They faced the situation and began to
improve matters, In many cases they
sent over for American boot-making ma-
chinery, which Is admittedly superior to
any formerly used here. Their effort to
check the rising American tide has, how.
ever, 5o far proved in vain. In 188 Amer-
fca sent us shoes to the value of £73,714;
in 1509, £147.94; last year the figures had
rlsen fo L£2I8 067,

And the fight has only just begun.

Portland and Its Detractors.
Balem Biatesman,

The Astorinn and the Seattle Post-In-
telligencer are wasting & great deal of en-
ergy in attempting to injure Portland by
abuse of The Oregonlan and ils cham-
plonship of that city’s Interests, On the
part of the Seattle paper the effort Is ex-
cusable—If the outpourings of insane jeal-
ousy tan be ever excusable—but it will
prove entirely futlle. On the part of the
Astorian there is nelther excuse nor com-
mon sense reason for it. If Portland and
the Interests that keep it alive could be
wiped from the map, very few shipe would
cross the bar to scek the mouth of the
Columbia, and the sallor boarding-houses
of_ Astoria would have to quit business,
There !s no reason why Astoria and Port-
land eannot both grow and prosper with-
out Interfering with each other, and As-
toria ean do nothing to retard the growth
of Portland without injuring !ts own pros-
perity. There Is room for both, and the
whole of Oregon will be pleased to mee
them both become great seaports and
centers of trade, bul they should stop cut.
ting each other’s throats.

Delight in the Sonth.

Montgomery (Ala) Advertiser.

Lavel-headed Demograts throughout the
country are congratulating the party of
their cholce on the actlion of the Ohlo
Democratic convention on Wednesday. It
came Uke a thunderclap out of a brazen
sky after a long drought. It is belng wel-
comed on nll sides as a harbinger of re-
llef from the dletatorshlp of Mr. Bryan
and from the dlsorganization and defeat
caused by Bryanism. It Is a great com-
fort to true Democrats all over the coun-
try, not only such &s bolted Bryan in
', but also to hundreds of thousands
of those who followed him and his diec-
tntes to a second defeat in 18W0—followed
lovally but sadly. But thére is more than
comfart In the development. It la & sure
wealther-vane of future progreas towards
political soundness and practical common
sense In the Natlonal organization. The
average Ohio politiclan, either Demoerat
or Republican, has a very keen nose, and
Is pretty apt to perceiva the popular eur.
rent,

A Century Hence.

About the rankest “expansionist” In the
United Btates is Henry Watterson, of the
Louisville Courler-Journal, who writes:

One hundred yoars henve, when these times
come to be dispasslonstely reviewed, the his-
torian, looking out Into the gardan of the man-
plon in the American city of Manila, thor-
oughly modernised and civilized, or it may be
writlng from a baleony In the American port
of Hong Kong, given us by the English for
our friendly ald in that iittle affalr with Rus-
wia upon the headwaters of Bitter Creek, in
Manchuria, will tall of how therse wers Josiah
Quineys and Tim Pickerings in 1001, as therw
had been In 1AL, 1o prolest Against sxpansion,
to predict dire Mlis of progress; but thar,
in spite of these, the star of the Republic
continyed to go westward, the Coenstitution
band In band with the. Flag, religlon over all!
He will write, mayhap. of many ups and
downs, of dangers by flood and Neld, of seans
sons of famine and seasons of plenty, of pe-
riods of darknsss and doubt, of misgovern-
met and maladministration, but, in spite of
these, the sturdy moving onward and upward
of tha Republic In the development of the selt-
governing principle and the rights of man.

A Rejolnder to the “Pee-Eye”

Whatecom (Wash,) Republican,

Thae Oregonlan is not edited by the hired
represantative of any outslde corporation.
It enjoyvs the distinction of being a nbws-
paper. If the reproduction of our editori-
aia by such & paper as The Portland Ore-
gonian werd not sufficlent proof that the
Northwest Republican Is considered a pa.
per of fearless oplnlon, then the maliclous
hatred entertalned for us by that Beatile
organ of piracy presided over by John
Wilson furnishes us the evidence that at
lenst smatisfles us that we're telllng the
truth—for truth huris where slander falls
harmless. "Let the gailed jade wince!™

Presldent Has No Option,

Loulsville Courier-Journal.

Bome of the protectionists want the
Presldent to delny his proclamation of
free tfrade with Porto Rico, their plea be-
Ing that the present tariff should not be
abolished until Congress has an opportu.
nity to make & new one. But even If the
President were disposed to this act of bad
faith, he would be powerless to commit
it The law I|s mandatory, and having
been notified by the Porto Rican Legis-
Inture that the isiand -has an adequate
revenue sysiem. he has no option but to
fssue his proclamuation,

Tenderness to Thieves.
Albany Argus.

During his administration up to the pres-
ent time, Prealdent MeKinley has par-
doned 25 bank ofMeials, who had been con-
victad of crimes under the banking jaws
and sentenced to terms of !mpriseoment
in punishment therefor. Presldent Me-
Kinley's lenlency toward this class of of.
fenders Is one of the most remarkable,
und at the same time most discreditable
features of his administration.

| this baxin, which would be

GLEAM OF LIGHT AT ASTORIA

Asztoris News
Those Astorlans who think that Astoria’s
growth & the seaport will hurt Portiand
and put her In the backg wl form
incarrect opinion by the & y between
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Everett s the seaport
gn other | tries, not
Iand, he one of the greatest sohpor
the world. But she could ri
land for her ttande snd would sut ke
Portland the London of the We
gshe herself would b= the Live
This truth 1= of Infinlte Im

Astorians to understand
thing to our future, bec
our people In 4 soprema cffort to gony v
Postland that it Is to that city's highest
Interest Lo glye our port a common poiot,
The weak lok in ths mighty rmailway
combination agalnst Astoria and In favor
of Besttle-Everett s Fortland's true in-
terest. If Astoria should masa her efforts
agalnst that weak link, she would win
hands down, Convince Fortland that As-
torin’s seaport is her natural friend and
handmalden and our future will be at once
assured.

Hae 1

LEARNING AT WASHINGTON,

Economie Truth at Last Percolating
Inte Oficial B
Chicago Tribune.

Frederick Emory, chief of the Bureau
of Forelgn Commerce of the State De-
partment, says In a recent art la on
“Phe United States in the World's Maor-
kets,”” that perhaps—

The salutiom of what now seems o puszling

and diMcoult problem will be found In an ad-
justment of tari® relations Which will peTm
us to sell more goods In Eurcpe and to take
more In return. It may well be doubted
whether we would benofit, In the &nd, by &
selfishly one-sided policy, and It would ecer-
tainly not be & galn to- humanity, If we sue-
conded In crushing European industry snd £
beneficial Influences which fow out Int
warid from tha refinemnnt, the culture,
trade activity It supports. On  the -
hand, we might actually infilot great loss upoc
ourselves by impairing the power of Lhe Eu-
ropean nations to purchase from ui

It has not been the habit of men hold-
ing responaible positions under Republi-
can Presidents to give wtterance o views
ke these. It would have heen considered
heretical once to suggest that the lmpor-
tatlon of gooda from Europe should be
encouraged. It would not have been or-
thodox to admit what Mr. Emory says
ia “generally admitted” now—that “while
our labor was pald higher wages, It
produced more cheaply with the ald of
machinery than the so-called cheap Is-

bor' of Europe, and we could, therefore, |

turn out & larger number of articles
than the European manufacturer st the
same labor cost.”

There are Republicans who would de-
crease rather than increase the volume
of imports, but it would be a misfortune
if they were to have their way. If the
exportation of raw and manufactured
goods Is to expand, as all deslre it shall,
these exports will have to be pald for
in goods of some kind, or In gold, or
they will represent Investmenis of Amer-
fcan capital In forelgn countries. But
the United States doea not chre to be
pald in gold the excess of value of ex-
ports over fmports. This gountry pro-
duces a surplus of gold, as It does of
corn, and no more needs o Import the
one than it does the other, [f American
capital continues to be invested abroad
dividends and intarest will be pald In
goods, as are dividends and interest on
English capltal invested abroad. Their
payment in this fashion Is one reasom
why English imports so far exceed the
exXports.

The object of the President In promot-
ing reciprocily treaties has been (o en-
able Americans to sell more to foreigners,
by making It possible for foreigners to
sell more to Americans. He does not
dread the prospect of an Increase In the
imports of forelgn products. No person
will dread It after percelving that It
means Increased sales of home-made
goods and Increased employment for
American labor.

From the Phillppines,
Balt Lake Tribune

An American Army officer serving
the Phillppines writes:

I don't kmow whether or not I'll ever got
away from this forsaken country, bul thers
\s cne satisfactlon, we are doing them good.
and soon there will be no more of burring
people alive and cutting crosses In the wye
lids and rubbing !a lime te blind the poor wic-
time., These thinga we can stop even quickes
than the missionasies—in fact, that s our
ulssjon at preseat.

Thosa people who cry thelr eyes out In
telling that a government without the
consent of the governed is tyranny and
despotism should read the foregoing They
might poasibly realize that the meaning
of that phrase was Intended to apply oniy
to those capable of mself-government; that
it 12 justice for eclvillzsed men to protect
themselves againsi savages, and more,
that on soil belonging to the United Biates,
such crimes and savagery as that de
seribed should be stopped and the people
turned Into better channels. The imperial
racket will not make much more nolse,

in

Capital and Labar.
8t, Louls Star,

1f this Government s Lo be perpetuated
labor and eapital must be brought Into
intimate relations—must be taught that
the one must respect the other—that each
18 ertitled to a just division of the profirs
arising from the united efforts of both,
always consldering that the Individual
who assumes the risk 1z entitled to some-
thing more than that allowed to the man
who has no responsibility.

Sickles Insults the G. R.
Philadelphia Hecord,

Genoral Sickles says that the great mass
of veterans would have voted againat Mc.
Kinley in the late campaign had not the
removal of Pension Commissioner Evans
been promised them. An Insult to the in-
telligence and good mense of the veteruny
greater than this could not Bave been of-
fred.

He WIill Make Trouble Yet.
Richmond Times, Dem.

The Democratic party, it appears, has
at last tirad of Willlam J. Bryan, but it
has not ridded itself of him. Mr. Bryun
will make more trouble yét for the party,
The penalty of 189 has not been (ully
pald.

A

NOTE AND COMMENT.

The Siltan may buy a battle-ship If he
wants 1o, but our terms are stricly cash
In advance
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Rebecca Wampler, sald to be 100 years

old, who died the other day in Dublin,
Ind., fad met with many accidents dur.
ing her Hfe. At the age of § years she
fell from a picker fence and broke her
finger. In 1852 she broke her ankle, In
1865 she fell down cellar and broke her

collar-bone and three ribs, in 185 in & run.
away while returning from church sha
was thrown from a vehlicle and her right
hip brokem, In 15888 she slipped and fell
on the vavement, breaking her left hip;
in 1592 she broke her left leg at the knee,
tn 1596 she fell from a tre¢, breaking her

left arm; in 1598 she fell out of bed, break-
ing her right arm, and In 190 she broke
her right hip for the second time,

The Baptist Church of Janesville, Wi,
has established what is called a “chil-
o's church ™ the object of which I= to
glve the parents of young children an op-
portunity (o attend church During the
morning service hour the children who are
oo young to atiend church aervice have

are

a gervice of thelr own, conducted by the
young wamen o the SBunday school rooms
They vulunteer for the work, and a differ-

ent commitiee takes charge of the Qitie
ones sach Sunday. The bables are amusad
with dolls gnd playthings while the work
of interesiing the older children ls cOn
duected ulong kindergarten lines. A lurge
number of children attend, and the
dren’s church I8 provigg popular,
of the little ones being unwiillng to lesve
when their mothers call for them at t
close of church.

mu

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

Judge—You =ay the defandant turned and

| whistled 10 the dog What followed? in-
telligent Withess—The dog. —Tit-Hite
A Uneless Adjunct.—Ascum—W ' the ldes

I your new storyT Wright— IdeaT Why, It
hasn't cay. It'a m socivty novel.--Fhiladeiphia
Provss.

His Inference.—3tabkdhorne (telling Lhe news
of tha vwillage)—My mephew, Clarence Tum-
water, han become a fnished elocutionive.
Beonaway-That so? Kill him yourselfT—
Puck

Doctor—Thetra's nothing - serleus the matter
with Michue!, Mrs. Muldoon. [ think & Hitte
soap and water will do him as much (-.u-?
na anything Mra. Muldoon—Yis, doctor? an
will Of give It t"him befoor or afther N
males ?*—Glasgow Evening Times,

Tuner—Mra. Wilkins Jeft word that 1 should
eall and repaly vour plamo, Mr. Wilkins—
What's the matter with 8?7 Tuner—She ssys
three strings aro broken. Mr. Wilkine (ron-
fldentinliyi—Look, here's hal! & soversign,
Break tha rest of ‘em.—Fun.

Imagination Reguired. —Bllkine—Your friend
Seribbler mecins to be always short of funds,
if his bodks don't sell, who dom't you iry
bim at office work when ¥ou need & Rew

man Boomer—No use. A man who ean’t
pucesed a8 & soveilst Ramn't imagination
enough for the real estate business —New

York Weekiy.

As It Is o Polities—"1 think we ought to
get rid of that man™ sald the political
leader “Why,” asied the lleutenant Well,
he'n had the job lopg encwgh to become Teas
sonably familiar with the worlk and so we
ought to pui In & DeWw mEn There's al-
ways the danger that & man may become
proficied® that the puhlle will be ind to
pect Lo much of others, and we must
against L"—Chirago Fost

Ambition.
Denver News,
A fever In the blood that burns
By day and night!
A heart unsatisfied that turas
Townrd the helght!
An engle In the soul that yesrns
For boundlesa Gight!

An inrer self that sces & star
Above you x
Then shows how
Apd blis you grow:
“That points you to & goal afsr
And bids you go:

A hand that ever points the way
To glories BaEw

Above the Fut a ray
That shioes for Fou!
A volce that sver scems (0 WY,

“Arise acd do!™

From Prophecy, (hat [ooks before,
A magic word,

By which your very wpirit's core
Is theilled and stirred,

And by whoss power sVermors
Your will is spurred!

A fount of hope with silvery chime,
That ever =urings

Within you and a song wuhlime
Forever sing=

And Wke it bids you ever climb

To higher things!
This fa the laper world 1 see
With light agleam;
And yet & pawn af Desliny
1 at Scem
What ans the Imoulse unto ma?
1 only dream,
Within the smile of God sesms bright:

But things w
Lok barren, a8

thnut
there were u blight

Un all ahout
My homan heart-is tom tonight
Wih burt and doube

About the world men madly run,
Py gresd made blind,
There I8 an moch that might be done
For humaniind
Bo much, O God

My

ihat [ for one
nart woo!d fnd

This word from somewhere comea to mes
"Hail not at fate

Thase who obtain self-mastery
Alone are great:

For they shall masier Destiny,

Strive on and walt*




