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TODAY'S WEATHER Fair and slightly
warmer; northwesterly winds.
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perature, 72; minimum temperature, 55; pre-
cipitation, 0.00.
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STATUS OP CUBA.

It seems not probable that Cuba will
Jeslre for any length of time to main-tal- n

her pretension to national Inde-
pendence. It Is pretension, indeed,
rather than reality; since she has ac-
cepted the Piatt proposals and will
make them a. pari of her fundamental
law. A writer in Gunton's Magazine
Eets forth with perfect clearness the ac-

tual status of Cuba under this conven-
tion. It will be that of a state having
local autonomy, but not having na
tional independence. ""We have pur-
posely," he says, "called Cuba's agree-
ment an acceptance of autonomy on
her part. Genuine independence it is
not and cannot be. It may be the best
possible settlement of the Cuban prob-
lem, but we only need to apply the case
to ourselves to see whether we have
really given Cuba Independence or au-
tonomy under a protectorate. Suppose
England, during the Revolutionary
War, had offered to withdraw its troops
and let us set up a government of our
i'wn; qn condition that we would never
make" any treaty with a foreign power
regarding ownership or control of any
part of this country, nor contract any
debt beyond our capacity to pay, but
give the English the perpetual right
to intervene in our domestic affairs
whenever they might regard it neces-
sary to protect life, liberty and prop-
erty; surrender an important piece of
territory; and sell or lease to the Brit-
ish Government lands necessary for
coaling and naval stations. Suppose,
then, we had accepted these conditions;
would it have been Independence?
Would we regard ourselves now as an
independent nation if any foreign
power possessed any such rights with
reference to American affairs?"

In fact, therefore, Cuba will not be
an Independent tate. Her independ-
ence will be but nominal, but she will
have local and civil
liberty, under protection of the United
States. Very soon there will be im-
portant reasons why she will desire to
abandon her status of nominal Inde-
pendence and become a state of the
American Union. She will soon see the
need of free commercial intercourse
with the United States. Her desire for
independence was but a sentimental
one, as we see from the fact that she
was willing to enter Into a convention
that makes it only nominal, "Without
free commercial intercourse with the
United States, the burdens of Cuba will
be too great to be borne. She Is to be
in fact a dependency, any way, and
her demand for unrestricted trade will
soon cause her to seek incorporation
with the United States.

IS THE ACT VALID?
The third section of the ordinance

passed by the Common Council for ac-
ceptance of the Portland Library by
the City of Portland provides that "the
control and management of the library
shall be in the board of directors of
the Library Association of Portland."
This provision is in conformity with the
statute; but whether the statute is not
at variance with the constitution may
be a question.

The constitution declares that "No
county, city, town or other municipal
corporation, by the vote of its citizens
or otherwise, shall become a stock-
holder in any joint Btock company, cor-
poration or association whatever, or
raise money for, or loan its credit to,
or in aid of, any such company, cor-
poration or association." Now the
question is whether the act under which
this money is to be raised does not be-

come through this ordinance an act to
"raise money" for the Portland Library
Association.

But there are other questions. How
can the present Common Council of
Portland bind any future Common
Council of Portland to levy a tax for
ten years, or for any number of years?
And where Is there any lawful author-
ity for the Commqn Council to enter
into contract with this association, or
with any other, for more than two
years?

It is a good thing, no doubt, to leave
the control and management in the
hands of the present directors. There
will be better administration of the
library than the city would be likely to
get through election by the citizens.
But the other matters are not so clear.

The city doubtless may operate a
library. Whether it can do so on this
plan may, however, be a question. It
may, indeed, If nobody objects; but
there is a habit In most communities,
and this one Is no exception, of de-

clining to pay any tax that may be
resisted.

has turned over to certain persons, un-
known to school laws, a sum of money
for support of kindergartens. Many-mak-

inquiry where such action is to
stop. Shall we have music, and amuse-
ments of various kinds, provided by the
city, through contract, and paid for out
of the public funds? Or newspapers
delivered to citizens by contract, and
paid for in the same way?

The Oregonlan is not questioning the
policy of establishing a public library.
But there does seem to it a question
whether this method, if attacked, will
be held valid; and whether kindergar-
tens, public libraries, and whatever else
is supported by public taxation, should
not be administered by officials duly
appointed by the state and under its
control.

ASTORIA'S PROBLEM.

In another column we reproduce from
the Astoria News an article that seems
to show some conception of the causes
that have operated to put Portland
where it is, rather than at the mouth of
the Columbia River. These causes are,
in brief, as The Oregonlan so often has
pointed out, connected with the con-
figuration of the country, and rest pri-
marily upon the fact that Portland is
the handiest meeting-plac- e of the vari-
ous highways of trade in the Columbia
Basin. Each of the tributary regions,
tle Inland Empire, the Willamette "Va-
lley. "Western Oregon and Western
Washington, exert their influence to
pull their common center of trade in
their direction, juu. as a planet is
drawn upon by attraction of surround-
ing bodJ.es in the system of which it
forms a part. Had Western Oregon
and Washington possessed a greater
trade volume, they would have drawn
the meeting-plac- e nearer to themselves.
Had the Willamette Valley been Insig
nificant in its trade, it could not have
availed to draw the Upper Columbia
commerce across or around the penin-
sula to Portland. All these streams of
trade, from the Columbia and Snake,
from the Willamette and Cowlitz, from
the Lower Columbia and Tillamook,
find their natural convergence here,
and here they will continue to find it.

Astoria, at length, may be depended
upon to see this, as the News now does;
yet it is still believed there that If the
"common point" on grain were granted,
the ships that enter the Columbia
would be loaded at Astoria with grain
brought In cars, without breaking bulk,
from the farms of the Columbia Basin.
There has never been any disposition
on the part of The Oregonlan to oppose
this "common point." Upon occasion,
upon repeated occasion, it has been fa-
vorably spoken of. Yet it must be re
membered that in nearly the whole
range of transported articles, Astoria
already has the common point. On all
merchandise from the East it has the
same rate as Is paid by Portland, Seat-
tle and Tacoma. By the Northern Pa-
cific and Burlington it has common
rates on both fir and cedar lumber into
Chicago, Omaha and Kansas City, and
elsewhere. Yet this has not moved the
lumber mills of Portland to Astoria or
to the mouth of the Cowlitz. Business
continues to center heret as at the most
convenient place. So it might be with
the "common point" on grain. What-
ever the rate should be, it would still
cost something to carry the grain from
Portland to Astoria, and if it were
cheaper to carry it In the hold of the
vessel than by rail, In the vessel's hold
it would still be carried.

The demand for a "common point" on
grain is virtually a demand that the
railroads bringing grain to Portland
shall carry It on to Astoria for nothing.
Whether they agree to this or not, is 1

their business, Is certainly not the busi-
ness either of the Astoria News or of
The Oregonlan. It is a railroad prob-
lem, to be solved by the railroads.
They will do what seems to them most
profitable in the long run. What is ob-
jected to here, and most seriously, is
the attempt to advance the "common-point- "

contention by attacks on the
river channel between Portland and the
sea. To abandon such attacks for the
reasonable course outlined by the News
would be for Astoria very wise. For
upon the maintenance of that channel
Portland is fully determined. The ad-
vantage Involved in the "common
point" is doubtless exaggerated in the
Astoria mind. But whether it is or is
not, no worse way can be devised to
achieve it than to make war upon the
river channels between the Upper Co
lumbia and the sea.

A PRISONER BY COURTESY.
Olive Schreiner, an English woman

whose long residence in South Africa
has made her familiar with the lives
and customs of the Boers, and whose
sympathy for these people has in re-

cent months been expressed in most
vigorous language, is, it is charged,
held as a prisoner by the British In
Cape Colony, and, because of her cham-
pionship of the Boers, has been subject-
ed to many hardships and indignities.
This statement is denied, except In so
far as it applies to the fact that she,
with her husband, Mr. Cronwright, Is
in Hanover, Cape Colony, which being
under martial law, limits their freedom
to the military cordon that surrounds
the town. There is little reason to sup-
pose that Mrs. Cronwright's pen is idle,
and less to support the statement that
she Is subject to harsh treatment at the
hands of the British military authori
ties. Her pen Is too vigorous and her
use of language, too forceful to permit
this as a possibility. She has lived In
South Africa many years with wide-ope- n

eyes and comprehensive under-
standing. Her sketches of the Boers,
prior to the present war, were anything
but complimentary to these people,
whether In social, religious, political or
Industrial lines.

The status of these people as pre-sente-

by her portraiture was that of
dense Ignorance, Insufferable bigotry,
rank cruelty to animals and natives,
and a stolid Indolence that enriched
its possessors by forcing the care of
their flocks and herds upon enslaved
Kaffirs. A vigorous champion of her
own sex, the utter disregard of the
simplest rights of the Boer women by
their masters was made, no doubt, the
basis of her diagnosis of the woman
question, which, published In an Amer-
ican magazine some months ago, at-
tracted general attention and .com-
ment. Her championship of the Boers
In their struggle against British domin-
ion lj separate and apart from her es-

timate of their character as oppressors
of all creatures who were weaker
physically than themselves.

It is difficult to conceive upon what
basis she could plead for the larger
power and complete liberty of men who

presumptively at least upon her own
showing were unfit to exercise the
measure of power that they possessed.
Unlettered in the very alphabet of civ-

ilization; living In hut3 of the lowliest
Already the Portland School District and filthiest description; possessed of a
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religious fanaticism that made them
regard themselves as the Lord's chosen
jJeople; making slaves of the natives
whom first they had despoiled, and un-

hesitatingly accepting Paul Kruger as
their dictator It is a marvl that the
rude burghefs of the Transvaal have
secured in Olive Schreiner a champion
of their liberty and absurd
claim of That she is
technically a prisoner of war within the
British lines is not so strange, but that
she is thus situated is doubtless due to
her own choice, since she has lived in
South Africa long enough to know what
place Is best suited to her health, and
possibly also to her finances and oppor-
tunities for collecting data for articles
which she knows so well how to make
readable.

GLADSTONE KILLED THE LIBERAL
PARTY.

Lord Rosebery's manifesto on the di-

visions of the Liberal party takes a
gloomy view of Its future. No wonder
he despairs of his party when it is di-

vided upon a question concerning which
the nation is by a very large majority
againstethe pro-Bo- er faction of the Lib-
erals. No wonder it is exciting adverse
comment. The decline of the Liberal
party began fifteen years ago, when
Gladstone's, radical policy of home rule
for Ireland drove out of the party the
Duke of Devonshire (then Lord Hart-ington- ),

John Bright and a number of
eminent men who were in harmony
with the party on everything save that
of home rule for Ireland. Had Glad-
stone been fifteen years younger, his
powerful personality might possibly
have recovered from defeat, but it is
doubtful unless he could have prevent-
ed the breaking' out of the Boer War,
which resulted from Gladstone's
fatal error In losing his opportunity
to conquer and annex the Transvaal in
1884, after the English defeat at Majuba
Hill. Gladstone was warned at the
time by some of .his political friends
that he was only sowing the seed of a
future conflict with the Boers, and to-

day the division In the Liberal party
Is on this .very question, which divides
it even as the war for the Union di-

vided the Democratic party into War
Democrats and "Copperheads."

Lord Rosebery, Herbert Asquith and
a majority of the Liberal party have
supported the government vigorously in
the matter, of the Boer War, and today
continue to support it, but a minor-
ity of that party under the leadership
of John Morley and Sir William Har-cou- rt

have opposed from the beginning
the war against the Boers, and there
are others, like Campbell-Bannerma- n,

who, while granting the subjugation
of the Transvaal and the Orange Free
State to be inevitable, favor the Imme
diate grant to the conquered Boers of
a full measure of local
on Canadian or Australian lines. To
such a measure at present there is not
the slightest prospect that the British
people would consent. The government
is bound to persist in its subjugation
of the Boers, and it could .not safely
grant the Boers for many years to come
privileges which would enable men of
their vindictive, Implacable temper to
recover their losses and renew the
struggle. The British Empire cannot
afford to lose the Cape of Good Hope,
and for this reason the government
will not soon grant the Boers of the
late South African Republics home rule.

Some of the Liberals who left Glad
stone in 1886 to join the Unionist party
have gone so far as to say that Glad-
stone "killed the Liberal party." It Is
certainly true that to Gladstone's mis
taken magnanimity in 1884 England
owed the Boer War. It Is certainly
true that Gladstone completely outran
English support in his policy of home
rule for Ireland, and It is certain that
It is the Gladstonlan lrreconcilables,
both English and Irish,, that form the
pro-Bo- er minority of the Liberal party
today. The present attitude of this pro-Bo- er

faction is sure to be fatal to any
near restoration of the Liberal party to
power. History will repeat itself. The
factional opposition of the pro-Bo- er

Liberals will make the prospects of the
party as hopeless as were those of the
Whigs that under the lead of Fox
became the avowed opponents of the
war against the French Republic from
1792 to 1800. By his opposition to the
war with France, Fox lost the support
of Burke and a --number of other able
lieutenants, and incurred the hostility
of the vast majority of the British peo-
ple, who were as much a unit for war
with France as the North was a unit
for war for the Union. The war with
France did not end until Waterloo, in
1815, but the prejudice excited by the
action of Whigs under Fox was so
bitter that it long survived the death
of Fox and Burke, long survived the
victory of Waterloo, for from 1792 to
1880 the Whigs remained out of office
save for the very brief term of power
secured by the "Ministry of All the
Talents." For more than thirty years
the Whigs were distrusted by the Brit-
ish people, because they had been the
"friends of France" from 1792 to 1805.

The same deep-roote- d memory of the
action of the ."Copperhead" faction of
the Democracy during the Civil War
kept that party out of power from 1868

to 1884. The Democracy had earned the
distrust of the people, and It cost It
nearly twenty years' exclusion from
power. The pro-Bo- er faction of the
Liberal party will make the return of
that party to power a distant event.
United, It is still nominally strong. At
the last election there were at the polls
only 1,640,000 supporters of the Minis-
try, compared with 1,630,000 support-
ers of the opposition, and there are 186

Liberals in Parliament. But its "Cop-
perhead" faction will discredit It, create
popular distrust and keep It out of
power. History will repeat itself. The
that the majority of Englishmen are de-

termined to fight the Boer War to a
finish, to force a complete surrender,
even if it creates a solitude, and the
opposition of theLiberal "stop-the-wa- r"

minority will effect nothing but a per
petuation of the Conservatives in
power.

Today the Improvement Society of
Point of Woods, L. I., will unveil a tab-
let at that place In memory of Mar-
garet Fuller, Marchioness Ossoli, who
with her husband was shipwrecked and
drowned off Fire Island beach fifty-on- e

years ago. Speeches will be made
by Mrs. Llllle Devereux Blake, Mrs.
Charlotte B. Wilbur, the Rev. Howard
Townsend, of Orange, N. J., and the
Rev. Robert W. Meredith, of Brooklyn.
Among the guests will be Mrs. Julia
Ward Howe, Mrs. Edna B. Cheney and
Colonel Thomas Wentworth Hlgglnson.
Margaret Fuller will be remembered
longer for having been made the object
of the keenest satire, not only by Low-
ell in his "Fable for Critics," but by
Hawthorne, than for anything else.
Her literary remains include no evi-

dence of superior powers of thought or
expression; she was a pedantic woman
of considerable scholastic learning com--
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pared with the women of her day, but
to speak of her as "a woman of gen-
ius," as her admirers do, Is absurd.
She was an enthusiast and an eccentric
person, as she proved by falling in
love with and marrying the
Marquis Ossoli, who, while a nobleman
by lineage, was a cook in a restaurant
when Margaret married him, and a very
cheap, shiftless creature, if we may
judge from Hawthorne's contemptuous
allusions to him. Lowell and Haw-
thorne describe Margaret Fuller under
the Ironical titles of Minerva and Zeno-bi- a.

r

With the flag of Norway mingling
Its crimson and blue with the Stars
and Stripes of the United States, the
ships of the Baldwln-Zelgl- er Arctic ex-

pedition weighed anchor In the harbor
of Tromsoe, Norway, on the 17th, and
steamed valiantly for the North. There
has come to be more of public appre-
hension than exultation in a departure
of this kind, yet hope sets sail with
each expedition that has for its objec
tive point the north pole. It Is fitting,
moreover, that Norway and America
work side by side in the prosecution of
this object, either to fail or to succeed
together. Americans, of course, want
their countrymen to reach the north
pole first, if it is to be reached, but will
be generously content to share such an
honor with the brave Norsemen, whose
efforts in this direction have heretofore
at least equaled those of their own
countrymen. As usual, the leader of
this expedition Is sanguine of his abil-
ity to reach the long-soug- ht goal, In
struggling toward which so many
brave men have suffered cruelly and
perished miserably.

The sympathy that is due a man who,
from ill health which saps his physical
energy and endangers his life, Is forced
to abandon a cherished plan, will follow
Mr. Leigh S. J. Hunt, late of Seattle,
In his world-wid- e quest for health and
in the disappointment caused by the
relinquishment of his Seattle newspa-
per enterprise. However friends may
praise or enemies deride the political
and journalistic judgment of Mr. Hunt,
all must alike concede his energy In
the pursuit of fortune and his honesty
In making good the deficits of financial
misfortune. It may be hoped that his
quest for health will not be in vain, and
that fortune will continue to smile upon
him. whether in the future he vexes
himself with journalism or not.

The man who cannot control his ap-
petite for strong drink, and because of
this and the misery, domestic and phys-
ical, that it entails, commits suicide, is
to be both commiserated and congrat-
ulated. Commiserated because of his
weakness in the first instance; congrat-
ulated because of the strength that
grows out of it which enables him to
end the unequal fight with his foe.
The community is the gainer when the
end comes without having been pre-
ceded by a shocking murder and an
expensive trial before the courts, and It
can well afford to pity the victim of
his own undoing in that he did not in-

flict upon it the worst that he might
have done.

A strong man In the executive office
of a great state can do much. Before
Mr. Odell became Governor of New
York the corporations of the state paid
taxes which netted the state about
$2,800,000 annually. This year the
amount will be increased to $5,000,000,
and in 1902 the corporation tax is ex-

pected to yield $6,000,000. The New
York trust companies will pay $1,600,000
into the state treasury this year. This
result Is due chiefly to Governor Odell's
vigorous purpose in enforcement of the
laws.

Lord Russell's is the most recent trial
of a peer for bigamy by the House of
Lords, but' it is not the first. The fa-

mous Elizabeth Chudleigh, Countess of
Bristol, who called herself Duchess of
Kingston, was tried for bigamy in the
eighteenth century before the House of
Lords. She was the woman whose
strange career is said to have suggest-
ed to Thackeray the character of Be-

atrice in "Henry Esmond" and the
Baroness Bernstein in "The

The last Legislature passed a law giv-
ing monopoly rights of logging on
streams to whosoever should apply to
the County Court No procedure was
set out for deciding between rival ap-

plicantsan emergency that might
have been foreseen and has now arisen
in Clatsop County. It will be well to
have the law adjudicated, on this point
at least, if not on others.

Miss Rawson's experience and the
probable death of young Goldstein on
Mount St. Helens should remind all who
cherish venturesome plans that a prime
requisite for contest with danger Is
precaution. Boldness and discretion do
not always go together, so we shall
probably have such accidents until hu-
man nature Is revolutionized.

Tolstol Is better. This is because
every newspaper In the land has made
a picture of him and set up his biogra-
phy. He is one of those inconsiderate
persons who will live along now until
the picture is lost and the type worn
out. Few men ever have the decency
to die when their obituary has been
put In anticlpative type.

Sam Hill reports an "ever-growin-

trade between the United States and
Asia. Evidently he has not seen the
figures- - for the last fiscal year, which
show that our Asiatic trade has been
growing backward. It Is just as well
so, perhaps, for otherwise he might not
have spoken.

The list of new Northern Pacific di-

rectors gives us the most convincing
testimony thus far adduced of the ac-

tual arrival of consolidated manage-
ment of transcontinental roads. Old
"Community" Is here, and no mistake.- -

It is a patriotic thing for the House
of Lords to send Earl Russell up for
three months. The line must be drawn
somewhere on the advancing strides of
American enterprise.

Carnegie will not say a word about
the strikers in the steel works. Any
word from him would only recall the
bloody scenes of Homestead. He Is
wise.

A happy characterization of the Ohio
Incident is that of the Montgomery Ad-

vertiser, which calls It a "thunderclap
after a long drouth."

As Morgan and Shaffer both decline
to arbitrate, the show for settlement on
these lines Is not very promising.

Suppose now Great Britain should re- -

tallate by tariffs upon American steel!

THE "AMERICAN INVADERS."

London Mail.
Men sometimes speak as though the

dramatic coup of a Morgan when he ac-

quired control of one of our great shipping
lines, or of a Schwab who outbids our
steel makers, or of Philadelphia bridge-builder- s,

who capture the orders for our
biggest viaducts, comprised this invasion.
They do not. Such items are merely the
sensational Incidents in a vast campaign.
The real Invasion goes on unceasingly and
without noise or show in EO0 industries at
once. From shavinc soap to electric mo-

tors, and from shirt waists to telephones
the American is clearing the field.

Today It is literally true that they are.
selling American cottons in Manchester,
pig iron In Lancashire, tin plate in Car-

diff and steel in Sheffield. It only remains
for them to take American coal to New-
castle.

Modern office furniture, from the desk
to the door mat, is nearly all American
in every establishment. One
sits on a Nebraska swivel chair before a
Michigan roll-to- p desk, writing one's let
ters on a Syracuse typewriter, signing
them with a New York fountain pen, and
drying them with a blotting-she- et from
Now England. The letter copies are put
away in files manufactured in Grand Rap-
ids.

The value of typewriters brought to
England from New York and Bostorr is
considerably over 4000 a week, and the
greater part of this is clear profit or high
wages for skilled labor, as the cost of
the raw material used 13 trivial. Effort
after effort' has been made by English
firms to acquire this trade, but in vain.
The only serious competitor to the Amer.
lean machines for office use is a Cana-
dian typewriter.

Three years ago some cheap American
blouses were imported, and last year the
greater part of the English ready-mad- e

shirt waist tfrado went to America. One
English firm alone sold American blouses
for women to the value of 57,000. This
was done notwithstanding the fact that
the American manufacturers would not
look at small orders, and would only do
business with the largest jobbers.

Now that they have annexed our blouse
trade the Americans arc entering serious-
ly into tho hosiery business here. They
have found a very profitable line in men's
braces, and in high-cla- ss underclothes
they are likely for a time to have things
much their own way.

Take another allied trade. A little time
since English boot' manufacturers began
to feel the pinch of American competition.
They faced the situation and began to
improve matters. In many cases they
sent over for American boot-maki- ma-

chinery, which is admittedly superior to
any formerly used here. Their effort to
check fhe rising American tide has, how-

ever, so far proved in vain. In 189S Amer-
ica sent us shoes to the value of 72,714:

in 1SD9, 147,944; last year the figures had
risen to 228,057.

And the fight has only just begun.

Portland and Its Detractors.
Salem Statesman.

The Astorian and the Seattle Post-I- n

telligencer are wasting a great deal of en-

ergy in attempting to injure Portland by
abuse of The Oregonlan and Its cham-
pionship of that city's interests. On the
part of the Seattle paper the effort is ex-

cusableIf the outpourings of insane jeal-
ousy Can be ever excusable but it will
prove entirely futile. On the part of the
Astorian there is neither excuse nor com-

mon sense reason for it. If Portland and
the interests that keep it alive could be
wiped from the map, very few ships would
cross the bar to seek the mouth of the
Columbia, and the sailor boarding-house- s

of. Astoria would have to quit business.
There is no reason why Astoria and Port-
land cannot both grow and prosper with-
out interfering with each other, and As-

toria can do nothing to retard the growth
of Portland without Injuring its own pros-
perity. There is room for both, and the
whole of Oregon will be pleased to see
them both become great seaports and
centers of trade, but they should stop cut-
ting each other's throats.

DellKht In the South.
Montgomery (Ala.) Advertiser.

Level-heade- d Democrats throughout the
country are congratulating the party of
their choice on the action of tho Ohio
Democratic convention on Wednesday. It
came like a thunderclap out of a brazen
sky after a long drought. It Is being wel-
comed on all sides as a harbinger of re-
lief from the dictatorship of Mr. Bryan
and from the disorganization and defeat
caused by Bryanism. It Is a great com-
fort to true Democrats all over the coun-
try, not only such as bolted Bryan in
'96, but also to hundreds of thousands
Of those who followed him and his dic-
tates to a second defeat in 1900 followed
loyally but sadly. But thSre Is more than
comfort In the development. It Is a sure
weather-van- e of future progress towards
political soundness and practical common
sense in the National organization. The
average Ohio politician, either Democrat
or Republican, has a very keen nose, and
is pretty apt to perceive the popular

A Century Hence.
About the rankest "expansionist" In the

United States is Henry Watterson, of the
Louisville Courier-Journa-l, who writes:

One hundred years hence, when these times
come to be dispassionately reviewed, the his-
torian, looking out Into the garden of the man-
sion In the American city of Manila, thor-
oughly modernized and civilized, or It may be
writing from a balcony In tho American port
of Hong Kong, given us by the English for
our friendly aid In that little affair with Ru&-s- la

upon the headwater? of Bitter Creek, Jn
Manchuria, will tell of how there were Joslah
Qulncys and Tim Pickerings In 1001, as thorw
had been In 1M1, to protest against expansion,
to predict dire Ills of progress; but that.
In spite of these, the star of the Republic
continued to go westward, the Constitution
hand In hand with the. Flag, religion over all!
He will write, mayhap, of many ups and
downs, of dangers by flood and field, of sea
sons of famine and seasons of plenty, of pe-

riods of darkness and doubt, of mlsgovern-m- et

and maladministration, but. In spite of
these, the sturdy moving onward and upward
of the Republic In the development of the

principle and the rights of man.
e

A Rejoinder to the "Pee-Eyc- ."

Whatcom (Wash.) Republican.
The Oregonlan is not edited by the hired

representative of any outside corporation.
It enjoys the distinction of being a news-
paper. If the reproduction of our editori-
als by such a paper as The Portland Ore-
gonlan were not sufficient proof that the
Northwest Republican is considered a pa
per of fearless opinion, then the malicious
hatred entertained for us by that Seattle
organ of piracy presided over by John
Wilson furnishes us the evidence that at
least satisfies us that we're telling the
truth for truth hurts where slander falls
harmless. "Let the galled Jade wince I"

President Has No Option,
Louisville Courier-Journa- l.

Some of the protectionists want the
President to delay his proclamation of
free trade with Porto Rico, their plea be-

ing that the present tariff should not be
abolished until Congress has an opportu.
nlty to make a" new one. But even if the
President were disposed to this act of bad
faith, he would be powerless to commit
it?. The law Is mandatory, and having
been notified by the Porto Rlcan Legis-
lature that the island has an adequate
revenue system, he has no option but to
issue his proclamation.

Tenderness to Thieves.
Albany Argus.

During his administration up to the pres-
ent time. President McKlnley has par-
doned 25 bank officials, who had been con-
victed of crimes under the banking law3
and sentenced to terms of imprisonment
In punishment therefor. President

leniency toward this class of of-

fenders Is one of the most remarkable,
and at the same time most discreditable
features of his administration.

GLEAM OF LIGHT AT ASTORIA

Astoria News.
Those Astorlans who think that Astoria's

growth as the seaport will hurt Portland
and put her In the background form that
incorrect opinion by the analogy between
Sacramento and San Francisco.

But the analogy is not real; it is only
apparent. In each case there is a city
at the mouth of a large river and one at
the head of navigation on the same river.
The rivers, too, are very similar as to
depth and volume, and the cities had simi-
lar beginnings. There, however, the an-
alogy ends. The difference
consists in the fact that Portland is the
convergence of all the water levels of
one of the greatest basins in the world,
and hence the railway center for all
freight lines bound for Astoria as the sea-
port; while Sacramento is not the con-
vergence of the water levels of its region
or basin. It is a mere dot in the midst
of the great California valley, 700 miles
long and 400 miles wide, with San Fran-
cisco as the convergence of all the valleys
south of the Slsklyous and west of the
Sierras. The freight lines of-th- e interior
bound for San Francisco are not forced
by the laws of gravity to converge at
Sacramento. But every seaport railway
line in the Columbia Basin bound for
Astoria is forced by the laws of gravity
to pass through Portland, making contin-
uous lines and no rival lines. It follows
from 'this fact that a buyer in the region
south and east of Portland, say at Walla
Walla, for instance, would not go through
and Dast Portland 100 miles west to As
toria to buy his goods, because of the
extra freight and fares thereby Incurred.

This great fact of nature gives Portland
nine-tent- hs of the Columbia Basin as her
tributary country so far as Astoria is con-

cerned. High mountain ranges and the
Columbia Gorge will compel all those Astor-

ia-bound freight lines to go through
Portland, and thus, with Astoria as the
seaport, forever establish Portland as the
railroad, and hence commercial center of
this basin, which would be otherwise with
Everett as the seaport. Astoria would
oji other Industries, not inimical to Port- -
land, be one of the greatest seaports of
the world. But she could not rival Port-
land for her trade and would surely make
Portland the London of the West, while
she herself would be the Liverpool.

This truth is of infinite importance for
Astorians to understand. It means every-
thing to our future, because it will unite
our people in a supreme effort to convince
Postland that it Is to that city's highest
interest to give our port a common point.
The weak link in the mighty railway
combination against Astoria and in favor
of Seattle-Evere- tt is Portland's true in-

terest. If Astoria should mass her efforts
against that weak link, she would win
hands down. Convince Portland that As-

toria's seaport Is her natural friend and
handmaiden and our future will be at once
assured.

a

LEARNING AT WASHINGTON.

Economic Truth at Last Percolating
Into Official Brains.

Chicago Tribune.
Frederick Emory, chief of the Bureau

of Foreign Commerce of the State De-

partment, says In a recent article on
"The United States in the World's Mar-
kets," that perhaps

The solution of what now seems a puzzling
and difficult problem will be found In an ad-

justment of tariff relations which will permit
us to sell more goods In Europe and to take
more In return. It may well be doubted
whether we would benefit, In the end, by u
selfishly d policy, and It would cer-

tainly not be a gain to humanity. If we
In crushing European Industry and the

beneficial Influences which flow out Into tho
world from the refinement, the culture, tho
trade activity It supports. On the other
hand, we might actually Inflict great loss upon
ourselves by Impairing the power of the Eu-
ropean nations to purchase from us.

It has not been the habit of men hold-
ing responsible positions under Republi-
can Presidents to give utterance to views
like these. It would have been considered
heretical once to suggest that the impor-
tation of goods from Europe should be
encouraged. It would not have been or-

thodox to admit what Mr. Emory says
is "generally admitted" now that "while
our labor was paid higher wages, it
produced more cheaply with the aid of
machinery than the cheap la-

bor' of Europe, and we could, therefore,
turn out a larger number of articles
than the European manufacturer at the
same labor cost."

There are Republicans who would de-

crease rather than Increase the volume
of Imports, but It would be a misfortune
if they were to have their way. If the
exportation of raw and manufactured
goods Is to expand, as all desire it shall,
these exports will have to be paid for
In goods of some kind, or in gold, or
they will represent Investments of Amer-
ican capital In foreign countries. But
the United States does not care to be
paid in gold the excess of value of ex-

ports over imports. This country pro-

duces- a surplus of gold, as it does of
corn, and no more needs to Import the
one than it does the other. If American
capital continues to be Invested abroad
dividends and interest will be paid In
goods, a3 are dividends and Interest on
English capital Invested abroad. Their
payment In this fashion Is one reason
why English Imports so far exceed the
exports.

The object of the President in promot-
ing reciprocity treaties has been to en-

able Americans to sell more to foreigners,
by making it possible for foreigners to
sell more to Americans. He does not
dread the prospect of an increase in

of foreign products. No person
will dread It after perceiving that it
means Increased sales of home-mad- e

goods and Increased employment for
American labor.

0

From the Philippines,
Salt Lake Tribune.

An American Army officer serving in
the Philippines writes:

I don't know whether or not I'll ever get
away from this forsaken country, but there
Is one satisfaction, we are doing them good,
and soon there will be no more of burying
people alive and cutting crosses In the eye-

lids and rubbing In llmo to blind the poor vic-

tims. These things we can stop even quicker
than the missionaries In fact, that Is our
mission at present.

Those people who cry their eyes out In
telling that a government without the
consent of the governed Is tyranny and
despotism should read the foregoing. They
might possibly realize that the meaning
of that phrase was Intended to apply only
to those capable of that
It Is justice for civilized men to protect
themselves against savages, and more,
that on soil belonging to the United States,
such crimes and savagery as that de-

scribed should be stopped and the people
turned Into better channels. The Imperial
racket will not make much more noise.

Capital and Labor.
St. Louis Star.

If this Government is to be perpetuated
labor and capital must be brought Into
Intimate relations must be taught that?

the one must respect the other that each
Is entitled to a just division of the profits
arising from the united efforts of both,
always considering that the individual
who assumes the risk is entitled to some-
thing more than that allowed to the man
who has no responsibility.

Sickles Insults the G. A. R.
Philadelphia Record.

General Sickles says that the great mass
of veterans would have voted against Mc-

Klnley in the late campaign had not the
removal of Pension Commissioner Evans
been promised them. An Insult to the In-

telligence and good sense of the veterans
greater than this could not have been

He Will 3IaUe Trouble Yet.
Richmond Times, Dem.

The Democratic party, It appears, has
at last tired of William J. Bryan, but it
has not ridded itself of him. Mr. Bryan
will make more trouble yet for the party.
The penalty of 1896 has not been fully
paid.

NOTE AXD COMMENT.

The Sultan may buy a battle-shi-p if he
wants to, but our terms are strictly cash
In advance.

Not every man who wears a yachting
cap knows a baby jib topsail from a lar-

board strake. c

Captain Crowinshield will probably now
come forward and claim the authorship of
"Beautiful Snow."

At all events, the payment of a salary
of ?1,OCO,000 a year insures the steel trust
against a strike by Charles M. Schwab.

A college professor says that all church
hymns are doggerel. This will be news
to the admirers of the late Thomas Moore.

The Kansas Populists must content
themselves with the reflection that half
a crop Is better than no cause for com-

plaint.

The epidemic of head-en- d collisions Indi-

cates that the train dispatchers are no
more proof against hot weather than are
ordinary mortals.

A man from La Salle. Illinois,
Instructed his beis

How to handle a gun;
When the lesson was dun

Ho was sharing In Heavenly Jois.

Leadville, Colo., is to be given a library
by Mr. Carnegie. Old Sleuth will now
have a chance to work off some of his
superfluous stock of literature.

With Senator Depew, Senator Beveridgo
and Kaiser Wilhelm all talking at once in
Europe, the Europeans ought to be able
to gather a very fair idea of W. J.
Bryan.

You may think that Richard Croker makes hl$
vassals do his will:

You may think tho Czar of Russia Is a ruler
of great skill;

lou may think that Plerpont Morgan has a
most persuasive way

Of bringing corporations underneath hl3 Iron
sway.

All yield scepters of much power, yet must
each tako off his hat

To a baby he's your true bora
autocrat.

Rebecca Wampler, said to be 100 years
old. who died the other day in Dublin,
Ind., riad met with many accidents dur-
ing her life. At the age of 6 years she
fell from a picket fence and oroKe ner
finger. In 1S52 she broke her ankle. In
1S65 she fell down cellar and broke her
collar-bon- e and three ribs, in 18S3 in a run-
away while returning from church she
was thrown from a vehicle and her right
hip broken. In 1SSS she slipped and fell
on the pavement, breaking her left hip;
in 1S92 she broke her left leg at the knee,
in 1896 sne fell from a tree, breaking her
left arm; In 1S9S she fell out of bed, break-
ing her right arm, and in 1900 she broko
her right hip for the second time.

The Baptist Church of Janesvllle, Wis.,
has established what is called a "chil-

dren's church." the object of which! is to
give the parents of young children an op-

portunity to attend church. During the
morning service hour the children who are
too young to attend church service have
a service of their own, conducted by the
young women in the Sunday school rooms.
They volunteer for the work, and a differ-

ent committee takes charge of the little
ones each Sunday. The babies are amused
with dolls and playthings while the work
of interesting the older children is con-

ducted along kindergarten lines. A large
number of children attend, and the chil-

dren's church Is proving popular, many
of the little ones being unwilling to leave
when their mothers call for them at the
close of church.

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

Judge You say tho defendant turned and
whistled to the dog. What followed? In-

telligent Witness Tho dog. Tlt-Blt- s.

"A Useless Adjunct. Ascum What's the Idea
la your new story? Wright Idea? Why. It
hasn't any. It's a society novel. Philadelphia
Press.

His Inference. Staldhome (telling the newa
of the village) My nephew, Clarence Turn-wate- r,

has become a finished elocutlonlst- -
Beenaway That so? Kill mm yourseu:
Puck.

Doctor There's nothrng serious the matter
with Michael, Mrs. Muldoon. I think a little
soap and water will do him as much good
as anything. Mrs. Muldoon Yls, doctorr an
will Ol give It fhlm befoor or afther hm
males? Glasgow Evening Times.

Tuner Mrs. Wilklns left word that I should
call and repair your piano. Mr. Wilklns
What's the matter with It? Tuner She says
three strings are broken. Mr. Wilklns (con-
fidentially) Look, here's half a sovereign.
Break the rest of 'em. Fun.

Imagination Required. Bllklns Your friend
Scribbler beeros to be always short of funds.
If his books don't sell, who don't you try
him at office work when you need a new
man. Boomer No use. A man who can't
succeed as a novelist hasn't Imagination
enough for the real estate business. New
York Weekly.

As It Is In Politics. "I think we ought td
get rid of that man." said the political
iwidpr. "Why." asked the lieutenant. "Well,
he's had the Jcb long enough to become rea- -

.nnnMv familiar with the worK, ana so wo
nxcrht tn nut in a new man. There's al--
wnv tho dancer that a roan may become sc
proflclerft that the public will be led to evj
pect too much or otners, anu wo mmi bui.
against It." cnicago 2'osu

Ambition.
Denver News.

A fever In the blood that burns
By day and night!

A heart unsatisfied that turns
Toward the height!

An eagle In the soul that yearns
For boundless flight!

An Inner self that sees a star
Above you glow,

Then shows how poor a thing you ar
And bids you grow;

"That points you to a goal afar
And bids you ko!

A hand that ever points the way
To glories new!

Above the Future's hills, a ray
That shines for you!

A voice that ever seems to say,
"Arise and do!"

From Prophecy, that looks before,
A magic word.

By which your very spirit's core
Is thrilled and stirred.

And by whose power evermore
Your will Is spurred!

A fount of hope with silvery chime,
That ever springs

Within you and a song sublime
Forevor slng.

And like It bids you ever climb
To higher things!

This Is the Inner world I see
With light aglcam;

And yet a pawn of Destiny
I almost seem.

What means the Impulse unto me?
I only droam.

Within the smllo of God seems bright;
But things without

Look barren, as thore were a' blight
On all about.

My human heart Is torn tonight
With hurt and doubt.

About tho world men madly run.
By greed made blind.

There Is so much that might be dons
For humankind;

So much, O God. that I for one
My part would And.

This word from somewhere comes to me:
"Rail not at fate.

Those who obtain
Alone are great;

For they shall master Destiny '
Strive on and wait." 1 -


