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THE WAR BILL AXD THE DRINK
BILL.

There are those who assume that all
expenditure on account of war and, all
expenditure on account of liquors is
money totally wasted. One of these
writers puts the statement in this form:Last year we spent on account of war about
?300,000.000. Our drink bill during the 12
months amounted to the monstrous sum of
$1,172,000,000. Cast up together we have herean annual expenditure of nearly ?1.500.000.000,
all of which is a wholly lost as though itwere poured into the sea. Our drink bill wasnearly as much as our total exports. It wasmore than the total production of wheat andcorn. It was more than the sum total ofail the gold in the country. The marvol isthat our country and our countrymen canexist at all In the face of such gigantic lossesas these.

The fallacy here Is the result of very
imperfect reasoning on the facts. There
is. indeed, much destruction through
war, and much loss not only in ma-
terial resources but in moral strength,
through the drink habit; but nothing
could be wider from the truth than the
assumption that all the money expend-
ed in war. or in the purchase of drink,
is a material loss to the country. Themoney so expended filters through In-

numerable hands, many of them un-
deserving, no doubt, but it Is not lost
from the total of our assets. It sus-
tains many Industries, some of them
on an immense scale. Manufacture of
Army and Navy material and trans-
portation of it; manufacture, distribu-
tion and sale of liquors, could not be I
abandoned. without immense loss to la-
bor and to commerce. These things are
among the variations of the industries
and activities of a great civilization.

It is not denied, however, that the
subject presents economic and moral
phases of the deepest interest and im-
portance. A whole train. of evils fol-
lows in the wake of war; but as war
itself never can be abolished, because
it is inseparable from man's nature and
place as man, the only rational and
legitimate effort must be to minimize
these evils. So of the consumption of
alcoholic liquors. It cannot be stopped,
but the forces of society are now or-
ganized as never before to hold excesses
in the use of liquors in check. This is
the most that can be done; but the
fruit of this work is large, and though
the aggregate consumption df liquors is
very heavy, there is less actual drunk-
enness than in former times. Men must
be temperate and sober or they cannot
get on in the competitive world, nor-gai-

nor hold places of importance in
it Conditions of business are such that
there can be no confidence in the man
who is addicted to drink. This fact is
the greatest force for temperance in
the world. It is true enough that the
question of drink is a profoundly eco-
nomic one. Anything which reduces
the strength of an individual In his
productive capacity necessarily has a,
bad effect on the welfare of the whole.
The vast quantities of earnings which
daily are swallowed up in drink have
been diverted largely from the sup-
port of families. It Is notorious that
most of the money spent for drink
comes from those least able to pay,
and that by drinking they are rendered
even more Inefficient. But for these
great evils there is no quick remedy.
The process of human regeneration Is
a slow one. Man has been struggling
upwards for thousands of years, but he
hasn't struggled out yet, nor ever com-
pletely will.

CHINESE LABOR FOR THE SOUTH.
The Mobile Dally Register urges the

Representatives In Congress from the
Southern States to unite In demanding
the repeal of the Chinese exclusion law,
because "the South needs a million of
active Chinese to wake the negro Into
activity. Get rid of the exclusion law,
so far as we are affected by it" The
Mobile paper says that "the negro has
no competitor in certain lines of work,
agricultural labor more especially, and
Chinese competition is needed to break
up the trust. There is work enough for
the Chinese and the negroes, too. "We
ought to have them;, yet here is this
infernal Chinese exclusion
law, barring from us the very labor
we most need, and condemning us to
put up with Incompetents, who know
we cannot get along without them, and
take advantage of their knowledge."

The passage of the Chinese exclusion
act was only gained after a long strug-
gle. One bill was vetoed by President
Arthur, and he consented to sign the
modified second bill with much reluc-
tance. The bill passed the Senate by a
vote of 32 to 15, but the negative vote

was made up wholly of Hepubllcans,
and included the strongest men of theparty in the Senate. The 32 affirmative
votes were all given by Democrats with
six exceptions. The 29 Senators paired
and absent Included 11 Republicans and
18 Democrats. The bill clearly re-
ceived a much larger support from the
Democrats than from the Republicans.
Among the Republican Senators who
voted or were paired against the bill
and who are still in the Senate arp sen
ators Aldrich, Hoar, Allison, Prye and
Hawley, and among those who voted for
the bill and who are still In the Senate
are Senators Cockrell, Hale, Jones, Mor-
gan and Vest In 1882, when the pres-
ent law was passed, the Republicans
had only a narrow majority in the
House of Representatives, and their
control of the Senate depended on the
vote of Senator Mahone, of Virginia.
In the Congress to convene in Decem
ber the Senate will have 18 or 19 Re-
publican majority and the House about
40 Republican majority. It is a signifi-
cant fact that a leading Democratic
newspaper in the South, which section
was nearly solid for Chinese exclusion
in 1882, favors unrestricted Chinese im-
migration.

Another significant fact is the clear
intention of the Springfield Republican,
the influential organ of the" t"

Independents, to lead the fight
against Congressman Kahn's renewal
bill. If the solid South is really voiced
by the Mobile Register, this bill Is in
danger of defeat, but the sober second
thought of the South will open its eyes
to the fact that the presence of a
million of Chinamen in the South would
be sure to saddle that section soon with
another race war. All political parties
in all states west of the Rocky Moun-
tains have declared themselves in favor
of measures looking to the exclusion of
the Chinese, and if Chinese immigra-
tion were allowed to pour into the
South, a more passionate and more
widespread agitation than that stirred
up by the negro question would ulti-
mately ensue. The cheap negro labor
of the South Is today an Industrial ad-
vantage which that section could 111

afford to lose or lmoalr bv the intro
duction of Chinese labor as a substitute
or as a competitor with the negro. No
political party that today would con-
sent to let down the bars to Chinese
Immigration would again carry a Pa-
cific Coast State for a generation to
come, and the labor vote of the country
would be alienated. Under the circum-
stances, there is small ground for ap-
prehension that Representative Kahn's
renewal bill will be seriously opposed
by Congress. Neither "of the great po-

litical parties could afford to defeat It,
and the South on reflection will see
that the Chinese remedy would not
cure the negro situation.

RECIPROCITY OR TARIFF RE-
VISION f

Republican desire for tariff reduction
approaches the subject from two oppo-
site directions, and in the clash of ef-
forts there is imminent danger of com-
plete failure. On the one hand are those
led by Kasson, the reciprocity commis-
sioner, urging the treaties negotiated
last year in particular, and commercial
reciprocity in general, as a means spe
clflcally calculated to advance our sales
abroad through concessions to produc-
ers there. On the other hand, there are
those desirous of putting monopoly-controll- ed

products on the free list, and
thus with one stone kill the two clam-
orous birds of trusts and lower tariffs.

These points of view are obviously
different, and the goals of each are
wide apart The duties one set of men
would lower are not those the other set
would lower. On the one hand are
manufacturers of Iron and steel, im-
plements and cotton, urging lower du-
ties upon such staples as fruits and
sugar, as the price of freer access for
their wares to European markets. On
the other hand are the sugar and fruit
sections, caring nothing for the ex-
tension of our manufactures trade, so
the foreign producer of fruit and sugar
can be kept out, with his competition,
from the home market

There is theoretically nothing wrong
with the desire to curb the trusts
through free trade In their products or
with the other desire for reciprocity
treaties. Where the danger lies is in
the opportunity thus afforded for the
protected corporations to resist all tariff
reform. Here Is Oxnard, for example,
already seeking to arouse antagonism
among beet-sug- ar producers to tariff
reductions. Opposition to reciprocity
treaties involving concessions on sugar
and fruits is already strong In Califor-
nia, and a campaign against them, con-
ducted by the San Jose Mercury and
other papers, has attracted consider-
able attention at the East. The cue
of this class of protectionists is, of
course, to direct attention to the in-
dustrial trusts now selling manufac-
tures abroad, and to demand tariff
revision through statute and rejection
of the reciprocity treaties, so that un-
der cover of that action sugar and fruit
producers may escape unharmed.

It is not surprising to find the Admin-
istration counted on the side of the
manufacturers for the reciprocity treat-
ies. The great industrial trusts of the
East are not accustomed to denial of
any of their demands at Washington,
and a drastic tariff reduction on iron
and steel products, for example, would
be less acceptable to the Ohio school of
statesmanship than a reciprocity
treaty, sacrificing sugar and fruits for
the sake of enabling those same con-
cerns to extend their sales abroad with-
out impairing their high domestic
prices. Politically, moreover, the policy
of reciprocity is much more easily
squared with "protection," the two be-
ing legendary "twin doctrines of Re-
publicanism," than would straightfor-
ward revision of the tariff itself on
some such lines as have been suggest-
ed, for example, by Mr. Babcock.

Reciprocity Is, at best, a lame and
more or Jess Impotent substitute for
scientific tariffs, adopted to help trade
rather than burden It Especially when
it is labeled a form of protection is It
dangerously near the point of arrant
humbug. Our whole attitude of dis-
criminating duties and retaliatory tar-
iffs is unscientific and dangerous, as
Is shown by the recent episodes with
Russia. As to sugar, for example, what
we ought to have is an honest tariff for
revenue. As to iron and steel, we ought
to have no tariff at ail. On manufac-
tures we should have no tariff where
we export a surplus at lower prices
than are obtained at home. Specific
reciprocity treaties can. be unhesitat-
ingly commended as a welcome move
from high duties to freer trade. But It
ought to be understood that they are
half-wa- y concessions to the true policy
of the least restricted trade possible.
In a general way we should find it true
that every rightful concession to. for-
eign products will bring Its own Inevi-
table reward in correspondingly freer
access of our own products into foreign
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markets. Such Is the experience of
Great Britain. With her the nations
trade, freely; and no power Is trying to
discipline or cajole her with reciprocity
treaties. It Is unfortunate that as a
matter of practical politics we seem
confined to a choice between yielding to
one set of protected interests and yield-
ing to another set of protected inter-
ests. And just this extremity Is what
lends probability to the failure of the
Republican party to meet the case, and
the apcesslon of the Democratic party
to power.

A SPLENDID BEGINNING.
The summaries of the harness races

for the opening day on the grand cir-
cuit show wonderful speed In what are
usually termed the slow classes. The
2:26 pace was won by a comparatively
green horse in 2:05 and the 2:20 trot
in 2:12. In the 2:24 pace the best time
was 2:09. The opening of the season
with such remarkable speed for the
classes mentioned would indicate that
there is a possibility for Star Pointer
to have company on the good side of
the mark before the end of
the year. It is still within the recollec-
tion of many besides the rs

when a 2:40 harness horse was con-
sidered well up toward the limit in
speed. When the 2:30 mark was estab-
lished as the boundary of tie charmed
circle, into which nothing but the ultra
select oould entert the 2:10 harness
horse was regarded as a possibility so
remote as not to be considered. Scien-
tific breeding and training, however,
have brought the speed of the horses
up to a point where they are trotting
and pacing Into the 2:30 list in such
numbers that the year books and other
records are becoming too voluminous
to be handled, and the matter of mov-
ing the dividing line between fast and
slow down to 2:20 is seriously consid-
ered.

The advent of the automobile in large
numbers does not seem to be affecting
the horse business In the East. Theentry lists for the grand circuit races
show larger fields of horses than ever
before, and. as Indicated hv th first
day's racing, they are going faster than
ever. With extreme speed becoming so
plentiful that 2:26 horses are pacing in
2:05 en the opening day of the season,
the automobile will be facing some
pretty stiff competition, even where
time alone is an element to be con-
sidered. In a comparison of the two
agents of locomotion, however, there is
a percentage of sentiment in favor of
the quadruped that can never be over-
come or even approached by the auto-
mobile.

History and literature of all ages and
of all people have paid tribute to this
noblest creation of the animal king-
dom, and his hold on the affections of
man and his claims for admiration of
his powers are as great today as they
were when his merits and powers were
so graphically set forth in the book of
Job. Whether in carrying a young
Lochinvar and his lady love beyond
the re'ach of avenging relatives, flying
with the frontier settler before the pur-
suing redskins or rushing Into the thick
of the fray to help his master turn the
tide of battle, the horss hns aIwavs
figured extensively in poetry and ro-
mance. His prominence in so much
that is dear to the people has secured
for him a place In their affections whfch
can never be filled by any Inanimate
object like the automobile. The devel-
opment of extreme speed In the harness
horse will have a tendency still further
to popularize the animal, for it will be
the means of enabling a great many
people to enjoy the possession of fast
horses hitherto not obtainable.

A harness horse capable of showing
a mile in 2:10 can be purchased today
for less money than the 2:30 horse
would command less than twenty years
ago. All horse-love- rs cannot own
world-beate- rs for speed, but in striv-
ing to secure a top-notc- h performer
owners will develop hundreds of fine
animals which will find a ready market
at figures satisfactory to both breeder
and buyer. These horses will be fast
enough to furnish all of the exhilara-
tion needed In the way of speed, and
they are Immeasurably more beautiful
than a puffing, rattling piece of mech
anism. When horses In the 2:26 class
open the season with 2:05 speed, great
things may be expected of the 2:05
horses, and the time is coming when
the two-minu- te animal will be as nu-
merous as some of the 2:10 flyers were
a few years ago. The borseless age Is
yet some distance in the future.

A SYMPTOM OF UNREST.
The pope has sent a letter to the heads

of the religious orders in France denounc-
ing the recent passage of the associa-
tions bill as contrary to natural evan-
gelical and ecclesiastical rights, and
describes the extinction of the relig-
ious orders as "an able maneuyer to
prepare for the apostasy of nations."
This bill is one of the most important
enacted under the third French Re-
public. The entire value of the real
property possessed by monks and nuns
in France was reported to be a little
over one milliard of francs, but of this
less than one-hal- f, or 435,500,000 francs,
represents the value of real estate be-
longing to authorized congregations. It
is only the real property of the unau-
thorized congregations, amounting to
about 560,000,000 francs, that Is to be
taken from Its present owners and sub-
jected to redistribution under the new
law. The new law does not forbid all
who have taken religious vows to
teach, for nearly 2,000,000 children will
still be left to be taught by priests aqd
nuns. It Is only members of unauthor-
ized congregations that may not teach
schools. The odious feature of the new
law lies In the 12th article, which runs
as follows:

Associations, a majority of whose mntw
are foreigners, or which have foreigners to ad-
minister them, or have their headquarters
abroad. . . . shall be liable to be dis-
solved by a decree of the Presldesrt of the re-
public made In council of .Ministers.

The property of congregations thus
dissolved Is to be returned to the heirs
to whom it would naturally have gone
had it not been willed to religious so-
cieties. The framers and advocates of
the new law originally proposed that all
the proceeds of the property of dis-
solved congregations which should not
be claimed by heirs within a year
should be appropriated by the govern-
ment and transformed into a pension
fund for workmen; but finally it was
provided that all the proceeds of the
property of dissolved congregations
should remain indefinitely In the hands
of the public administrator for award
to claimants that should prove their
rights. Property that belonged to mem-
bers of a dissolved association before
they entered the congregation, or prop-
erty that has. since accrued to them,
either by succession or by donation in
the direct line, .will be restored to them.

The practical effect of the twelfth
article 13 to extinguish the religious or- - of

3ers, of which the permanent head-
quarters are not in France, but in
Rome the Jesuits, the Carthusians, the
Dominicans and the Assumptionlsts.
These orders in 1876 had only 96 sec-
ondary schools, while now they have
148. In the same time the number of
Jesuit colleges have advanced from 16
to 29. M. Waldeck-Roussea- u, In his
plea for the bill, complained that the
effect of this increased education by
religious hands had been to divide the
youth of France into two classes, the
one faithful to liberty and free inquiry,
the other reactionary and clerical. The
object of the new law is to annihilate
the religious orders, whose teaching has
produced this result.

The passage of this law is due to a
sort of reaction against Catholicism on
us political side, which Is astir
throughout all Continental Europ.e. It
is seen in the disturbances in Spain;
It was the gieat issue in the recent
elections in Belgium, when the Catho-
lics increased their Parliamentary
strength and upset the Ministry. The
renewed expression of South Germany's
jealousy of Prussia is ascribed some-
thing to Catholic inspiration. The anti-Cathol- ic

legislation in France is only a
symptom of an unrest that Is general
in Continental Europe.

In another column will be found rep-
resentative press opinions on the Ohio
Democratic platform. No state plat-
form in recent yeara has elicited such
attention and approval. The Democrats
are evidently exultant at the earnest of
delivery from Bryanism and the Re-
publicans and independents are mostly
honest enough to note the event as aus-
picious for better politics. As the Re-
publican Baltimore American says, the
Columbus platform shows that the De-
mocracy is recovering its sanity; as the
Republican Omaha Bee says, the party
agrees to intrust Its destiny to men of
patriotism who can command the coun-
try's respect; as the Chicago Record-Heral- d,

also Republican, says, the con-
vention deserves credit for its wisdom
and sagacity. The general recognition
accorded these facts is hopeful for our
politics. , Republicans can rejoice with
the Republican Chicago Post in. thlsi
Democratic reversion to ante-Brya- n

doctrines, and feel with the Brooklyn
Eagle that the result is one of which
every American, regardless of politics,
should be glad

By order of King Edward the surplus
furniture, bric-a-br- and outdated
rubbish of all descriptions with which
Windsor and Buckingham palaces are
overloaded is being listed with a view
to its disposal. These accumulations,
mostly from the reigns of the Georges,
cram the palaces, and, besides occupy-
ing a large amount of space, are In-
congruous from a decorative point of
view. The late Queen's disposition to
hold on to all that her progenitors
had In the way of property, while ac-
cumulating all she could herself, re-
sulted in overstocking the royal resi-
dences, so that many of the apart-
ments might each readily represent on
"old curiosity shop." Edward's taste
does not run to old furniture and musty
tapestries, hence the clearance order
that will result in royal house clean-
ing on a scale commensurate with the.
noaramg propensiues of his Hanoverian
predecessors on the throne.

The corn crop of Kansas last year
aggregated 163,000,000 bushels, and theyear before 237,000,000. The havoc
played, by heat and drought in the corn
fields of that state may be judged from
estimates carefully compiled of a yield
ior tne present year of 50,000,000 bush-
els. While no doubt this bulk will be
Increased by the harvest figures, the
fact will still remain that the yield will
be 50 per cent less than, that of lastyear. Hay and potatoes have shared
with corn the decline in yield, due to
drought, and the losses in both will be
heavy. However, the shortage finds
farmers well prepared, and it will be
met without distress or even a repeti-
tion of the wail of calamity which
early in the past decade struck a note
so doleful in Kansas and called for
remedial efforts that proved more dis-
astrous than the original cause of the
trouble could have done.

A church paper under the auspices of
the Swedish Lutheran missionary min-
ister is published at Salt Lake City
that is unique In its way. The first
page Is decorated with cuts represent-
ing the people fleeing from the magnifi-
cent Mormon Temple to the more hum-
ble church building where "the truth"
according to Luther is preached. The
representation is largely allegorical,
since in reality the people are not flee-
ing perceptibly1, and in any consider-
able numbers, from the temple to the
church. On the contrary, the former
claims the multitude and the latter gets
the few, relatively speaking. The Lu-
therans, however, no doubt enjoy the
picture as an augury of the future, and
as probably It does, not disturb the
Mormons, It answers a pleasing pur-
pose.

The Mazamas are having a most de-
lightful time and a most Invigorating
climb. Of this there can be no doubt
Still, there are numbers of people who
really enjoy the ascension of Mount
Hood by proxy more than they would
were main strength and the alpenstock
brought Into requisition to get them
bodily to the summit. That is to say,
they enjoy it over their coffee at home
through the quiet, restful medium of
their morning paper, perfectly content
to let enthusiasts In mountain climbing
wear unchallenged such laurels, now in
actual service, as are represented by
swollen eyes, sunburned faces and
stiffened joints.

"Colonel," "Professor," "Judge" and
other titles of preferment have been
dropped by the Mazamas In their up-
ward march on Hood. As this expedi-
tion Is unusually cumbered with such
impedimenta, the ascent should be
easier from this on.

Near Girard, La., a negro was
lynched for stealing a bottle of pop.
Yet this will not stand in the way of
future condonation of lynching on the
ground that only rape fiends are so
punished.

If a free bath is built in Portland,
care should be taken to prevent It from
becoming so overcrowded with hobos
that the small boys for whom it Is
Intended will have no chance to en-
joy it.

Surf bathing is an exceedingly dan-
gerous pastime if recklessly indulged
In, but It Is necessary to kill a large
number of people to convince them

it.
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COMMENT ON OHIO PLATFORM

Philadelphia Public Ledger.
The most significant act of the Ohio

Democratic Stofce Convention was the over-
whelming defeat of a motion to reaffirm
the Kansas City platform and to express
continued confidence In William J. Bryan.
The leaven is working. Mr. Bryan's ed

championship of the Chicago and
Kansas City platforms in perpetuity has
made foes of those who were once his
friends. Repudiation of him is specially1
significant when it manifests Itself in
Ohio, a state that has always been dis-
posed to be weak and wobbling on the
money question, not even its Republicans
being free from evasive and straddling
declarations respecting the country's
financial policy.

Caue for General Rejoicing'.
Brooklyn Eagle.

The significance of this Is great. It in-

dicates the emancipation of Democracy
from Bryan and Bryanism In Ohio.
Maryland has already signalized the de-

liverance of her Democracy from both.
Illinois has also done likewise. Virginia
soon will by the choice of Mr. Montague
for Govern6r. The South generally is
"out" with the peerless leader. The party
throughout the Nation Is preparing to
return to Its principles and to abjure
Populism and all its works. Every
American of any politics should be glad
of this. The need of a patriotic and sane
opposition Is plain. The benefit of such
an opposition is plain. The check of such
an opposition on the party in power will
be manifest. Republicanism stands in not
less need of a sane and patriotic opposi-
tion than Democracy itself does of deliv-
erance from, influences which have disen-
abled it from being that opposition.

Epocli in Democratic History.
Chicago Evening Post.

It Is not too much to say that the Ohio
Democratic convention marks an epoch
in the history of the great party founded
by Jefferson and splendidly led since by
statesmen of ability and conviction. It
spells the repudiation of Populism and the
disappearance of the cheap money issue.
It means complete defeat for Bryanism
and the leadership which has caused
three disastrous defeats in Presidential
and Congressional campaigns. There will
always be differences between the Re-
publicans and Democrats; without them
government by discussion and party can-
not exist. But every enlightened Re-
publican will rejoice and congratulate
the Ohio Democracy upon Its "new de-
parture," or, rather, its reversion to
ante-Bry- doctrines.

Recovering: Its Sanity.
Baltimore American.

The Ohio Democrats are not the sort to
haul down their flag. They keep It
flying year in and year out. That the
old one was not raised this year is proof
that a new one Is making. When It is
unfurled it will be diametrically the op-
posite of the one to which they have
grown accustomed. The fact of the mat-
ter is that the Ohio Democrats have
given form and substance to the much-talked-- of

drift away from Bryan and
Bryanism. They are running away from
these old fallacies with all speed. They
have set a standard for all other con-
ventions In the interval between theirs
and the National gathering in 1904. They
show that the Democracy Is recovering
Its sanity. s

Dawn of a Jfcw Day.
Philadelphia Times.

It Is a definite notice that the Democrats
of Ohio are done with free silver and all
the other absurdities that it typified and
are addressing themselves to the broad
field of modern opportunity as befits Amer-
icans who believe in popular Institutions.
Whether they elect their candidates or
not is of little consequence. What they
have actually donels to put their party
once more in the way to exert Its right
influence in the preservation and develop-
ment of sound government In the wan-
derings of the Democratic party in the
pursuit of elusive and strange doctrines
the Democrats of Ohio have been con-
spicuous. Their return to the historic
principles of Democracy may mark the
dawn of a new day.

BIpcta the New Issues.
Chicago Record-Heral- d.

The Ohio Democratic convention was
characterized by uncommon wisdom, har-
mony and political sagacity. The signi-
ficant feature of the platform is its fail-
ure to reaffirm the Kansas City platform
and Its omission of all reference to Bryan
and sliver. It Is customary In state
conventions to reaffirm the declarations
of the last National platform of the
party upon National issues. The failure
of the Ohio convention to do this is,
therefore, a radical departure from the
precedents of the past and emphasizes
the supremacy of that element In theparty which believes In meeting the new
Issues that are before the people.

In Direction of Respect and Conf-
idence.

Omaha Bee.
What the action of the Ohio Democrats

means is perfectly plain. It 13 a decided
step toward the reorganization of thenartv. Tr Tirnrlnlmq tn Ttamnnrntt.
throughout the country that the time has
come for Democracy to return to the oldparty standards and to put its destiny
In the keeping of leaders who can com-
mand the respect and confidence of the
intelligence, the patriotism and the sub-
stantial interests of the country. And
it is a proclamation which there is good
reason to believe will bo very generally
heeded.

Platform's Strong Features.
Kansas City Star,

The platform adopted by the Democrats
of Ohio, both as to its declarations and
as to Its omissions, is one of the most
significant political documents Issued ina long time. Particularly strong features
are those referring to municipal reform
and home rule, and to tariff reduction.
The latter Is especially well presented,
'and the declaration comes at a time when
renewal of the war on protection Is Im-
perative. The object of the plank on fran-
chises is clear and worthy.

A Welcome Contribution.
Boston Post.

The nlatform Is stroner on the 11 vine- - 1.
sues of the day. It not only condemns
trusts and monopolies and combinations in
restraint of trade, but demands that all
trust products be placed on the free list
the only practical method yet suggested
for protecting the people against trust
domination,. It favors the increase of our
merchant marine, but without subsidies.
The Ohio Democrats have made a very
creditable contribution to midsummer poll-tic- s.

Dead Wood Cleared Away.
New York Journal.

The platform wisely drops the Kil-
kenny cat issue, upon which the Demo-
crats of the Nation have been beating
themselves for some years, and devotes
Itself to the live problem of the present.
The Ohio Democracy never, was In a
better position to make a winning fight
than it is today. It has cleared away
Its dead wood and it ought to be at the
beginning of a career of honor and
power.

Away From Their Errors.
Pittsburg Chronicle-Telegrap- h.

Evidently the Ohio Democrats are deter-
mined to eliminate the last vestige of the
National issues that have been twice re-
pudiated so overwhelmingly by the Ameri-
can voters. As one step in that direction
they cut out the name of the man who
most of all represents these issues.

An Unfortunate Bereavement.
Omaha Bee.

The Sultan of Turkey Is said to be much
affected by the death of one of his wives.
Naturally. It breaks the set.

AMERICA'S DEBT TO BONAPARTE

St. Louis Globe-Democr- at

The Portland Oregonian favors the
project for the erection of a monument to
Bonaparte on the St. Louis World's Fair
grounds in 1903. It says that, in view of
tho opposition which the proposed trans-
fer aroused In his country, "a weaker
man would have been afraid of wounding
the pride of the French people by selling
so fine a territory for a song, but Bona-
parte, with invincible common sense "
passed it over to tho United States. As
The Oregonian well says, this was Bona-
parte's "most splendid stroke of states-
manship," and but for this act "Great
Britain would have Louisiana today, even
as she has Canada, and we should not be
the first power of the New World. To Bo-
naparte's splendid statesmanship or en-
lightened selfishness the United Statos is
indebted for Louisiana, and for all the
other expansions that have followed
which the acquisition of Louisiana made
possible and inevitable."

This is, of course, the correct view. The
transfer of Louisiana to the United States
was Bonaparte's "mo3t splendid stroke of
statesmanship." It kept Louisiana out of
England's hands, in which it might have
become another Canada, to bar the Amer-
icans' march to the westward. Iiisr as
Canada has barred their march to the
northward. Louisiana in England's hands,
Indeed, would have had immeasurably
more disastrous consequences for the
United States than Canada's possession
has Inflicted, for Louisiana is of vastly
more Importance to us than Canada could
be under any conditions. American ex-
pansion was naturally west instead of
north. Our interest lay In moving to-

ward the Pacific rather than toward Hud-
son's Bay and the Arctic Ocean. The
United States cared little In 1S03, and cares
little In 1901, about possessing the terri-
tory comprised in the Dominion of Can-
ada but the life of the United States as
a great power of the world depended
on our acquisition of the empire between
the Mississippi and the Rocky Mountains,
which Napoleon gave us, and our winning
of the region between the mountains and
the Pacific, which Napoleon's gift rendered
Inevitable.

To Bonaparte, therefore, are the Ameri-
can people Indebted not only for the
dozen and more states between Louisiana,
Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa and Minnesota
on the east, and Montana, Wyoming, Colo-
rado, Kansas and Oklahoma on the west,
but also for the more than half a score
states and territories west of the Sabine
and the mountains. Without Louisiana
the other accessions which came to us
at different times and in different ways,
and which advanced our boundaries to the
Pacific, never would have been made. It
was Bonaparte, therefore, who virtually
gave us Texas, California, Oregon and
Washington, as well as the states com-
prised in the tract which came to us in
1803. Bonaparte's act, which placed the
Mississippi enst of the central line of the
United States, instead of being Its west-
ern boundary, expanded the country's area
from SOO.OOO square miles to 3,000.000. not in-

cluding Alaska and the acquisitions of
1S9S, all of which, also, are a conse-
quence of the acquisition of 1S03. As a
friend of America, Bonaparte deserves
the recognition which the American peo-

ple will give In the centennial of the year
In which ho gave a continent to American
liberty.

PRAYING FOR RAIN.

Prayers Snrc to Be Answered, Be-

cause Knin Is Snrc to Fnll.
This has Its piace m the news columns

of the day:
JEFFERSON CITT, Mo.. July 15. No rain

has fallen here and In different parts of the
state since April 17, and crops of all kinds
except wheat are almost complete failures.
Governor Dockcry, who had received many
requests to Issue a proclamation calling upon
tho people to observe a certain day In fast-
ing and prayer, that the draught might be
broken, today set aside July 21 on whlcn
"the people are requested to assemble at their
usual places of worship to Invoke the bless-
ings of Almighty God."

And here are two stanzas from Omar
Khayyam FltzGerald's version:
The moving Finger writes; and having writ.
Moves on; nor all your Piety nor "Wit

Shall lure It back to cancel half a lino.
Nor all your tears wash out a Word of It.
And that inverted Bowl they call the Sky
Whereunder crawling coop'd we live and die,

JLirt not your nanas to it ror neip ror it
As Impotently moves as you or I.

But it will do the people of Missouri and
Kansas who want to pray for rain no
harm to pray for rain; and since rain Is
sure to come after their prayer soon or
late they may put In the familiar argu-
ment "post hoc ergo propter hoc," and be
satisfied. But there will still be doubters,
whether the operations of Nature are to
be controlled by human supplications.

Clinging to Special Privileges.
New York Times.

Whatever opinion our statesmen and our
economists may hold, it Is plain that the
beneficiaries of Dingleylsm are not pre-
pared to dispense with the blessings of a
system under which they have found It
delightfully easy to get rich. Congress-
man Dalzell is one of the spokesmen of
this class of wideawake Americans. Ho
thinks that the granting of tariff conces-
sions even to the products of Cuba will
raise "serious questions." We shoilld say
so. Porto Rico is smaller than Cuba, yet
the howl that went up when it was pro-
posed to establish free trade with that
island, our own island, was so terrifying
that it frightened the President from his
"plain duty."

A Blow to Universal Suffrage.
Louisville Courier-Journa- l.

Our acquisition of new territory has
contributed to bring universal suffrage In-

to disfavor. There was an effort made
to limit suffrage In Hawaii .by an act of
Congress, but It miscarried. Leading Re-
publican papers have enlarged upon the
folly of giving the masses of the Hawaii-an- s

the power to control their own local
affairs. Yet the native Hawallans are
nearly all educated, though the same Is
not true of some of the foreign elements
of the population. The consequence of the
experiment in Hawaii has been a Btill
further weakening of the attachment to
universal suffrage.

t
They See the Coming Storm.

Indianapolis News,
Republicans themselves are beginning to

see the necessity of doing something to
set things to rights. So we have Republi-
can protests against the ship subsidy, Re-
publican demands for the lowering of our
tariff duties, Republican denunciation of
the corruption in Pennsylvania and Mary-
land, and Republican arguments in favor
of still further strengthening tho gold
standard. A member of the President's
Cabinet has declared himself against the
robbers In Pennsylvania. It will be well
for the men in authority If they read the
danger signals.

Evans Accused of Economy.
Philadelphia Press.

Pension Commissioner Evans inc com
mitted a great crime, in the eyes of some
of the shyster pension attorneys, by his
failuro to expend in the last fisoni vnr
all the money that Congress appropriated
for the use of the Pension Office. The
Commissioner has actually turned back
into the Treasury $5,000,000 of the amount
appropriated by Congress. His failure to
spend every (foliar Is a great crime ap-
parently in the eyes of some of the pen-
sion attorneys, and they advance that as
reason for his removal.

Where General Sickles Erred.
Cincinnati Enquirer.

Daniel E. Sickles Is, we believe, a
receiving pay from the United

States on the retired list and picking up
other official favors occasionally that may
be coming his way. He Is an accomplished
man, but occasionally shows lameness of
judgment. He got the worst of It, for
example, when he allowed himself to bo
involved with Private Evans.

NOTE AND COMMENT.

Sufficient unto the day is the weather
thereof.

An easy and effective way of commit-
ting suicide Is to go into the French Min-
istry.

Can't we give a handicap to the other
ball clubs, so as to make things Interest-
ing again?

Cuba starts out with a national debt
of $122,409, or about enough money to buy
J. P. Morgan a box of cigars.

Colonel Scobel not only surprisd tho
Boers, but the rest of the world Tuesday,
when he captured a fow of them.

Tho doubt created by Colonel Khayyam
as to" the efficacy of prayer has been du
palled. It has been raining in Kansas.

Tho parsgraphers in the East are be-

ginning to say funny things about tho
weather again. It was no joke a week
ago.

The clergymen of Kansas now have an
opportunity to get into an altercation as
to which was the first to pray for that
rain.

Notwithstanding the reduction of tho
beer tax, the retail price of the beverage
remains at the ruinous figure of 5 cents
a glass.

A Boston paper says the Independence
could have sailed all around Noah's ark.
The paragraph was written before the
last race.

Now the Kansas women reformers aro
threatening to wear trousers at the polls.
We begin to see the end of the reign
of petticoats In the state.

"It is singular," observed tho man whr
had just been mixed up In a row with a
biscuit maker, "that a baker should ba
able to do nothing but roast."

It will bo advisable to chain the Oregon
strongly down to tho Port Orchard dry-doc- k.

She- will break away and get to
sea if the slightest rumor of war arises.

The passengers on the train which two
young women saved from wreck by flag- -

ging it with their sunbonnets ought tOj
chip In and replace the sunbonnets witlil
the Easter variety.

Simple n went a fishing
Far to catc& a troet.

But all the wMsky tbat he fsund
"Would not last one day out;

So Simple Slmsn simply settled
In a railroad train

And rede till all his booze was gone
And then rode home again.

The automobile is no longer a curiosity,
even in the rural districts, and now that
It figures In the bargain sales of the de-
partment stores. It has taken Its placo
as an ordinary article of merchandise. Its
adaptation to practical ends has been gen-
eral. France leads. Tho War Depart-
ment there has secured the address of the
owner of every automobile In France, and
the particulars about it, with the prico
at which It might be bought In case of
the mobilization of the troops.

Long Island has the smallest village In
the world. It is called First PIn Ar- -
cording to the last census, the village has
a-- population of 10. There are two houses
and two families, the Parsons and tho
Millers. Every male resident of First
Place holds office, and there are political
fights just the same as in New York.
For almost a century the population of
First Place has been about the same,
for during all that' time there have been
no other residents than the Parsons and
Miller families. Three generations of
each family have constituted the popula-
tion of First Place.

S. V. Reeves, of Haddonfield. N. J.f
keeps bees, and several of 'his neighbors
who raise blackberries have complained
to the Borough Council that the bees suck
all the sweetness out of their berrlea,
thus Impairing their value In the market.
After considerable discussion, Mayor J.
Morris Roberts, as president of the Bor-
ough Council, on a motion that was unani
mously carried, submitted the matter to
Harry S. Scovel, the Borough Solicitor,
to render an opinion as to the law on tho
subject. This will be presented at tho
next meeting of the Council, which will
be governed on the bee question accord"
ingly.

Here Is a perfectly genuine letter that
was received by the head of a prominent
New York raw fur house from a profes-
sional trapper in Soutti Carolina, relates
"Victor Smith. It comes about as near be-
ing phonetic as t,he most ardent languagd
reformer could desire. I have copied it
verbatim, literatim et punctuatim:

April the 11 1901
"Wedgeflel S,. C--.

Mr and Co

I "Will cln in to your market to day A lure
coon hlds It Is gcttinge vcary late but 1 "Will
Stop afty this month pa3 un tell the nex
selng If I Am sparde I have ben please At
you AH A sorto Mento verry murch. 1 "Will ra
Member you in the nex selnge l "Will cea you
elghtteen 18 cone hides 1 fot 1 cat i rabltsj
today. Wedgfeld S. C. Yous truly

D. GRIFFIN,

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS
An Opinion.-S- he Tou don't think a girl la

wise to marry a man In order to reform him
lie wen, i tninK she Is apt to have the luclc
of the average reformer. Brooklyn Life.

No Need for That. "The doctor says I must
go away for a change of climate," said Mrs.
Dukane. "If that's all you need." replied Mr.
Dukane, "stay right here, and the change ol
climate will come to you." Pittsburg Chronicle-Te-

legraph.

A local schoolboy, his examiner tells me, in
an exerclse-lotte- r the other day, commenced
his epistle with: "Dear Tommy, we was glad
to receive jour welcome letter telling about
tho sudden death of your dear father." Glas-
gow Evening Times.

Tho Salo of Intoxicants to Children Bill.
"It's another hlnjustico to hus pore wlmmen.
It" 1st They won't let us send the. kld3 for It
now, an If my heldest boy goes for It 'e 'a
'arf of It 'Isself, an' If my old man goes 'e
never comes back; so the hend of It Is, I ave
to go for It myself!" Punch.

Just the Same. Bobby Mamma, If God is as
good as you say he is, why dosn't h always
answer our prajers? 'He does. Bobby, when
they deserve to be answered." "Well, I prayed
that I micrht not steal anv more lim nut r.r
the butler's pantry, but It didn't make any
difference." Life.

Merely Buying. Mrs. Jones "What's your
hurry? You re not oft for the seashore now?
Mrs. Smith No, not until tomorrow. I'm go-
ing down town now. Mrs. Jones Shopping?
Mrs. Smith No, I haven't time for that,
there's so many things I simply have to buy. ,

Philadelphia Press.
A Letter from the Janitor. "Mr. Topfloor,

Dear Sir: Replying to your favor of January
15, stating that you must have more heat Inyour flat, I take pleasure in informing you
that the entire building Is now thoroughly
heated, and In expressing the hope that you
are satisfied July 0. Mike Muggins, Janitor.'

Baltimore American.
Keeping Up His Reputation. Wife I thinkIt's too bad jou should throw away money oa

sucli expensive umbrellas. You are always
loilng them. "Why don't you get cheap ones?
Husband Kuh! That's all you women know
about business. Do you suppose I want to ad-
vertise the fact that I have a poor memorv?
New York "Weekly.


