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THE OHIO CAMPAIGN.
The Democratic ticket in Ohio pre-

sents some curious features. The can-
didate for Governor, Colonel Kilbourne,
of ColUmbus, is a rich manufacturer
of that city, and yet the jplatform is a
radically appeal for the
worklngmen's vote. Kilbourne as a
gallant old veteran of the Civil "War
"will win a strong "soldier" vote. He
is personally a conservative man, and
as a capitalist and man of business
will command the confidence of the
moneyed and mercantile classes. He
"was never an ardent Bryanite, but was
not an open kicker. While a pluto-
cratic candidate seems incongruous
"with so radical a platform, such incon-
sistency Is not infrequent in the his-
tory of the Democratic party. So long
ago as 1844 the Democracy nominated
Polk, who had been a champion of free
trade In Congress, and yet fought the
campaign with the war cry of "the
tariff of 1842," which was enacted as a
protection tariff by the Whigs. 'In 1864
&he nominated a Union sol
dier on a "peace at any price" platform.
In 1868 the Democracy nominated Ho- -
reQjnSeymour, the hardest kind of a

I Sold .Democrat on a "prppnhnplf" int--
forjn;' which proposed to pay our gold
bonds in depreciated paper. In 1872
the Democracy nominated Horace Gree- -

ey, a stiff protectionist, a merciless
Bastigator of the back of the Demo
cratic nartv from 1840 tn iftfiR. nwpipv
ajT&ie as 1868 had denounced the Dem
ocratic party for its attitude toward
reconstruction; for its indorsement of

.repudiation and for Its record as a
slavery party before the Civil War,
and as a "copperhead" party during
the "war. Nevertheless four years from
this date this same Greeley was the
Democratic candidate for President.

In 1876 the Democracy that had been
the,party of repudiation and the green-
back payment of gold bonds in 1868
nominated Samuel J. Tilden for Pres-
ident, the ablest champion of sound
money in the country. In 1880 the De-
mocracy that had bitterly denounced
the election of Grant in 1868 as the
dangerous elevation to the Presidency
of "a mere military chieftain," nomi- -

J nated Hancock, a soldier of far more
imperious temper than Grant, and of
even Jess familiarity with political af-
fairs. In 1888 Grover Cleveland, avowed
opponent of "free silver," was nom-
inated as President with
States Senator Thurman, a dogmatic
greenbacker and free sllverite, for Vice-Preside-

and in 1892 Cleveland, a
stiff Gold Democrat, was nominated
for President, and Adlai E. Stevenson,
a notorious greenbacker and free sllver-
ite, for Vice-Preside-

'vj. party with euch for incon-
sistency and incongruity in the matter
of candidates and platforms in the past
excites no surprise today when it plants
a capitalist, a plutocrat, on a radical

worklngmen's platform.
John P. McLean supported Kilbourne
because he thinks that Kilbourne will
carry the state; that the Legislature
will be Democratic and will elect Mc-
Lean United States Senator to succeed
Foraker. In, this event we should see
another plutocrat obtaining political
honors through the worklngmen's vote.
Tom Johnson supports Kilbourne for
the same reason; he, too, wants to be
United States Senator, and he is far
more likely to be successful than Mc-

Lean, for he really has a strong work-
lngmen's vote behind him, while Mc-
Lean is distrusted and bitterly disliked
by the worklngmen's party, whose hos-
tility assured- - his defeat for Governor
In 1899.

The most significant event in the his-
tory of the Ohio convention is its reso-
lute refusal to pay any respect to the
memory of Bryan, "who was not only
xlenied the barren compliment of reso-
lutions of respect, but did not get even
the funeral honors that are generally
awarded by great parties to their emi-
nent statesmen who have recently met

H political death. When we remember
that Ohio is the fourth state in the
Union in population, with upwards of a
million of voters at the last Presiden-
tial election, the fact that there was
no serious attempt in the convention of
lier state Democracy to do Bryan the
slightest reverence Is very significant.
It means that Bryan has ceased to be
counted among the party potentialities
of the future; that Bryan and Bryan-Is-

in the sense of free silver and
free riot, are burnt-o- ut political rock-
ets. For this prospect the country
ought to feel grateful, for it increases
the hope that the contest for 1904 will
be fought out between the great; par-
ties upon issues concerning which hon-
est men may sanely differ in opinion.

Ordinary people, "will be puzzled to

determine how it is that boys of 7, 10
jand 12 years "of .age can get "beyoiui
the control of their parents" and be
guilty of nightly depredations upon the
property in the vicinity of their homes
that would shame desperadoes of ma-
ture years. Yet such a complaint
comes from Woodstock, made specific
by the names of the young outlaws
and appalling by designation of their
acts of vandalism. The key to the sit-
uation is not in parental incapacity, but
in parental carelessness. This secret is
disclosed by the statement that "these
acts are committed after 9 o'clock at
night." Pray, why is a boy of 7 out
of his bed at that hour? Or why are
boys of 10 and 12 outside of the par-
ental dooryard after the shades of
evening have fallen? Why, but that
parents are careless criminally so, not
only of the morals of their children,
but of the rights of their neighbors?

"SHORTAGE OF BEETS."
The current number of the Beet-Sug- ar

Gazette urges that special effort be
made to Interest farmers in beet cul-
ture. It is stated that with sugar-be- et

factories in this country with a total
annual capacity of 240,000 tons, but 76,-0- 00

tons of sugar were produced. The
reason of this limited sugar output is
summed up by the journal mentioned
in the words "shortage of beets, noth-
ing else." Admitting that the unfavor-
able season had something to do with
the limited beet supply and conse-
quently with the limited output of
spgar. It is said that, though 100.000
tons might have been produced with a
good crcp, the fact would still remain
that nearly 60 per cent of the capacity
of the plants would have been idle.

There Is much in this showing. Pri-
marily, of course, beet shortage results
In shortage of the output of the sugar
factories. But beet shortage in the
United States has also a cause, other
than lack of interest in farmers. A
vital element in this cause is the lack
of a class of labor In the beet fields
that renders beet culture In Germany
and France profitable to the sugar In-
dustry. The peasantry of those cou-
ntriesmen. women and children are
deft, contented, tireless workers. Their
wage is small, their needs are few and
easily met, their wanes, if they have
any, are not considered. Those condi-
tions cannot be duplicated among the
working classes of the United States,
and every attempt to meet them by the
employment of the cheap labor of
Asiatic or European countries, which
ceases to be cheap when once it set3
foot on American soil, is met by loud-tongu- ed

opposition In the name of labor.
It is not that our soils and climate

are unsuitable to sugar-be- et growing,
or that our capitalists are chary of em-

barking in the manufacture of beet
sugar. It is simply, as stated, that
labor of the class necessary to culti-
vate sugar beets on a scale commen-
surate with the possibilities of beet-sug- ar

manufacture in tills country is
not available for that purpose at pres-
ent. Such labor may be had In moder-
ate supply, as the area that Is planted
In sugar beets and the output of 76,000
tons of sugar last year proves. But
to increase the area to meet the ca-

pacity of the factories, a very large ad-

dition to this class of laborers would
be necessary. It cannot be repeated too
often, says the Gazette, that the "prin-
cipal work of sugar-makin- g must be
done In the field." This is no doubt
true, and, being true, the scarcity of
suitable labor for beet fields forms the
greatest obstacle to the extension of
their area.

It is said that the experience of the
early sugar-be- et manufacturers in
other countries was similar to that of
our own pioneers in this business. That
although the European farmer had
been educated to Intensive farming be-

fore the beet came in, he was slow to
take to this new crop, and the early
history of the beet-sug- ar Industry was
full of failures on this account. The
conditions of intensified farming when
pushed to its farthest limit, as in Euro-
pean countries, are density of popula-
tion and unremuneratlve work. These
conditions do not exist over the wide
areas of our country, and did not begin
to prevail until in relatively recent
years over any considerable portion of
it. Hence it may be regarded as re-

markable, and as due to the greater in-

telligence of our farmers, backed by the
Agricultural Department, and to the
methodical work of factory managers,
that the Industry has, in the few years
since it was inaugurated, reached the
proportions that give an annual prod-
uct of from 76,000 to 100,000 tons of beet
sugar, with plants 'behind it capable of
more than doubling the latter bulk.

The Industry in the United States is
a substantial and growing one. It has
gained a firm foothold, and It will In-

crease Its scope from year to year, no
doubt; but the clog upon its advance-
ment will come If not through the hes-
itation of farmers In taking up beet
culture primarily through the uncer-
tainty of a labor supply that will In-

sure the profitable working and hand-
ling of the crop. The effort very
greatly to extend the beet area will be
to a certain extent futile so long as this
condition exists, since while it exists it
must be carefully and prudently reck-
oned with.

GET OUTDOORS.

To the observant eye of the experi-
enced tourlstt Portland is Ideally situ-
ated. With a broad river dividing It
into two nearly equal parts, with forest-c-

overed hills on one side, forming a
gallery from which to gaze at the dis-

tant mountains on the other, and with
trolley lines leading to countless cool
and shady spots where comfort may be
found in the warmest of Summer days,
the city affordB a combination of metro-
politan advantages and rural charms
that would make It the Mecca of thou-
sands of people just now, were it lo-

cated within a few hundred miles of
New Tork. Surely the privilege of liv-
ing In such a favored locality ought to
be more appreciated than it is.

While excursions on the Willamette
and Columbia and Sunday runs to the
beaches are popular In Summer, the
majority of the residents of this city
have but little Idea of the beauty of
Its immediate environs, of the music
of Balch Creek as It sings on its way
through Macleay Park, of the shady
pastures along the margin of Guilds
Lake, of the many attractive spots
along the river side of the bluff to the
east of Swan Island or In the edge of
the woods that skirt the road to Os-
wego, One can walk a few miles back
in the hills almost any warm afternoon
and evening and find little or no evi-

dence of people who have gone before,
save here and there where a few plank
benches and sundry remnants of orange
peel show that picnic grounds
have marred the beauty of the woods
and centralized parties that should
have scattered widely on exploring ex- -
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pedlitons In order to get the real benefit
of a day's outing.

There Is no excuse for staying Indoors
In the months of July and August,
There Is little need of going so far as
the mountains or the seacoast, for
within easy walking distance of any
part of town are nooks which would
be worth thousands' of dollars'to their
owners were they within four hours'
ride of the great Eastern cities. The
people of Portland ought to go for.th
under the open sky and learn these
things for themselves. They ought to
know the paths that lead in many di-

rections from Portland Heights as well
as they know the streets over which
they ride down town every day. They
ought to take their families and spend
at least one day In the week beside
Johnson Creek, on the banks of the
Clackamas, In Macleay Park, or in any
one of the hundreds of similar Invit-
ing nooks, and, if possible, they should
take a ride now and then up the Co-

lumbia or along one of its navigable
tributaries.

The expansion of the city, the con-

version of the remaining timber on the
near-b- y hills Into cordwood, and the
purchase of large tracts of land for sub-
urban homes, will soon narrow the op-

portunity of those, who wander afield,
and the blessings that are now going

should be enjoyed while they
last.

A GRAVE RESPONSIBILITY.

Recent events will make the choice of
a National commander at the annual
encampment of the G. A. R. a matter of
grave responsibility. General Sickles is
an avowed candidate for that honor,
and therefore the action of the G. A. R.
will be most significant. The reckless
language of General Sickles concerning
the critics of the pension system, his
assault upon Pension-Commissio- ner

Evans and his intemperance of conduct
generally In matters of controversy
that demand nt and candor,
will probably make his election as Na-
tional Commander of the G. A. R. dif-
ficult of success. It is generally adml-te- d

that General Sickles' outburst has
made the displacement of Evans an
absolute Impossibility, and it is quite
probable that it will defeat his election
by the Grand Army. There are many
earnest Republicans in the G. A. R.
who will feel that they could not vote
for Sickles for Commander without In-

dorsing his assertion that Grand Army
votes were saved for McKinley by a
bargain for Evans' removal. If the G.
A. R. elects Sickles National Com-
mander at Cleveland the 9th of Sep-

tember next, their action will be signifi-
cant as showing that the rank and file
of the Civil War veterans are really
opposed to the policy of Commissioner
Evans and are willing to indorse Gen-
eral Sickles after the extreme charges
which he has made against the pres-
ent Administration.

We do not believe that the G. A. R.
will commit so injudicious an action,
because it would be the height of folly
to cloud their own .future reputation
with the people by appearing to as-

sent to the declaration of General
Sickles that the G.A. R. recognized no
burning issue in the election of 1900

save that of pensions; that without the
direct or Implied, promise of the re-

moval of Commissioner Evans the G.
A. R. would have voted for Bryan In
Kansas, Nebraska and generally
throughout the Middle West. There
are some facts that are worth remem-
bering by those who are Ignorantly
disposed to denounce Commissioner
Evans. There are 2500 more war pen-
sioners on the rolls than there were a
year ago, and the aggregate number of
pensioners now upon the rolls, includ-
ing the small total of pensioners on ac-

count of other wars than the Civil
War, Is 996,000, while the pension roll
costs the country $140,000,000 annually.
When we consider that the number of
pensioners today falls little short of a
million, thirty-si- x years after the

of the Union Armies; when
we remember that on July 1, 1897, the
aggregate of pensions, terminated and
existing, on account of the Civil War
had already reached 1,431,732, It Is not
surprising that a good many intelligent
Americans believe that our pension
legislation has not been framed in a.
spirit of public wisdom, but on lines of
public extravagance.

The highest estimate of the number
of individual soldiers and sailors in
service during the Civil War 1b 2,400,-00- 0,

allowing for only 370,000 cases of
while the lowest estimate

is 2,000,000, allowing for 716,787
At no time during the Civil

War did the aggregate strength of the
combined Union Armies as present at
the front for service reach 700,000 off-
icers and men. The total fighUng
strength on March 31, 1865, nine days
before the surrender of Lee to Gran,t,
was 657,747. On May 1, 1865, the nomi-
nal strength of all the Union Armies,
Including soldiers present and soldiers
absent, was exactly 1,000,516. When we
remember that the army of pensioners
today is almost equal, thirty-si- x years
after the disbandment of the Union
Armies, to the whole paper strength
of those armies when disbanded, it is
difficult to listen with patience to the
vituperative attacks of General Sickles
upon the leading journals of the coun-
try when they plead that the time has
come when the Government should
stand up in its boots and say that while
the country had always treated Its vet-
erans with justice and not seldom with
generosity, public robbery through pen-
sion attorneys should not be encour-
aged and permitted by the depreciation
and removal of an honest Pension Com-
missioner.

The pension list theoretically Is an
"honor roll," but practically no Intelli-
gent, candid man believes it is any-
thing of the sort. If it were really an
"honor roll," the men composing it
would have welcomed the proposition
made a few years ago to publish it. So
far from welcoming this proposition to
make public the names of the pension-
ers borne upon the Nation's "roll of
honor," some Grand Army posts took
the ground that it was degrading and
insulting to a pensioner to make public
the fact that he was receiving a pen-
sion from the Government; that he was
receiving it nominally for valiant and
patriotic service to his country. Gen-
eral Sickles Is a worthy advocate of
the pension attorneys' crusade against
Commissioner Evans. He made a
speech advocating the secession of New
Tork City from the Union just prior
to the Civil War. He was always an
insubordinate soldier in the Army of
the Potomac, in which he originally
sought a commission, because he was a
broken-dow-n political adventurer. Since
1869 he has been on the retired list of
the regular Army as a MaJorGeneral,
although he Is a man of Independent
fortune and does not need to quarter
himself upon the country. Altogether,
General Sickles is a good representative
of the pension leech faction in the

ranks of the G. A. R., for he is a con-
spicuous Government papsucker

- The requirements are greater and the
discipline is more strict at the United
States Military Academy at West Point
than at any other Institution in the
world. Evidence of this Is found In the
fact that, while exceptional qualifica-
tions, physical and educational, are
required of candidates as preliminary
to entering the academy, but 59.4 per
cent average of those entering have
graduated during a period of thirty-si- x

years. Prior to this the average per,
cent of graduates was still lower, From
the establishment of the academy In
1802 to 1811, the per cent graduated was
60.6, but In the next ten years the per-
centage of graduates fell to 28.9 of the
number entered. The following decade
it rose to 37.7. From 1832 to 1841, 47.2
put of every 100 cadets who entered
secured commissions In the Army. Dur-
ing the ten years prior to 1851 the per
cent of graduates was 51. This in-

creased slightly during the ten years
just prior to the Civil War, but the
greatest per cent of gain is that of 59.4,
maintained since the close of the war.
The per cent of Naval cadets who, en-

tering the academy at Annapolis, grad-
uate therefrom In due course, must
be even less than this, if we are to
judge by the number sent from this
state, who, after due trial, were listed
on the records of that institution as
"resigned" after a few months' or
years' test of their staying qualities.
Thus, while it is Justly deemed an
honor to receive an appointment to
either of these Government training
schools, and especially so when such
appointment is won through competi-
tive examination, It is the sheerest folly
for lads to be smuggled In by favorit-
ism, as when once there they must
stand or fall on their own possibilities
of achievement. The Booz trial, that
so lately occupied public attention, de-

veloped, among other things much
more astonishing,' the fact that of all
places to send a sensitive boy whose
physical condition Is not fully up to
the standard, West Point is the very
worst. Similar tests applied to the
academy at Annapolis would result in a
similar disclosure. Clearly, therefore,
the time to congratulate the candidate
who secures admission to either of
these schools Is when he graduates, not
when he enters.

Not one death from yellow fever has
been reported from Cuba within the
year! This is a statement so astonish-
ing as to be almost Incredible. It sig-
nalizes the triumph, of relative clean-
liness over abominable filth, of sanitary
science over ignorance and carelessness.
The germs of this filth disease have
been tracked to their breeding places,
and these have been so purified and so
destroyed for the purpose of fever
propagation. Relentless and intelli-
gent warfare has been waged against
the mosquito, and this carrier of
fever germs has been routed. The sun-
light has been let into dark places, ic

pools have been drained, and
disinfectants have been dispensed with
a liberal hand. The result will be of
Incalculable advantage to Cuba, not
only In a humane sense, but In a finan-
cial and commercial sense as well. It
Is In itself sufficient to Justify the Cu-

bans in asking annexation to the United
States, as a boon greatly to be desired.

An Increase in consumption of sugar
per capita in the United States is
shown by statistics, carefully collected,
to represent the difference between 30.9
pounds In 1868 to 65.2 In 1900. A culti-
vated taste for sweets and increased
prosperity among the laboring classes
are elements in this Increase. The old
days wherein the prudent house mother
held the sugar bowl in her lap during
meal time to prevent too frequent raids
upon it by the children, belong to the
hand loom and tallow candle period of
National development. Opportunity
and prosperity have displaced the piti-
ful domestic economies represented by
these things, and sugar from, being a
luxury has become an article of daily
consumption by the masses which none
are too poor to enjoy.

Evidence at the preliminary trial of
the Consldines of the most positive
character, showing that Meredith was
shot to death while helpless from blows
previously Infllqted by his assailants,
has produced a profound sensation in
Seattle. The case from beginning to
end Is a revolting one, revealing as It
does the dangerous and unworthy char-
acter of men, In high places and low,
who hold the political situation in the
State of Washington in the hollow of
their hands. Honorable citizens who
contribute by their votes and taxes to
the maintenance of this 'revealed con-

dition of affairs are naturally amazed
and shocked at the disclosures brought
to the surface by this murderous Inci-
dent.

The earnestness which Ernest Durr
displays In the prosecution of his desire
to enter the Naval Academy at An-

napolis foreshadows his success. Both
the candidate and his friends accept
the fact that the task to which he has
set himself la' hot an easy one, and
that success can only follow earnest en-

deavor. A coveted opportunity has
come to him, and the energy he Is dis-

playing in the endeavor to meet it chal-
lenges admiration,

The Standard Oil Company is start-
ing an American and a British ahlp for
Japan with oil. A statement of the
relative cost of operation and mainte-
nance of these two craft under present
ownership would be Interesting. It
would not, however, make good cam-
paign literature for the subsidy graft-
ers, who are always howling about the
increased cost of operating a ship un-
der the American flag.

Five steamships, with a combined
carrying capacity of 33,000 tons, are
scheduled to leave Portland within the
next thirty days with full cargoes of
lumber, wheat, flour and general mer-
chandise for foreign ports. This is a
greater number of steamships than
cleared foreign from this port In the
five years prior to 1895, and thus is
Portland's maritime commerce on the
wane.

With high-price- d labor, low-pric-

wheat and unfavorable weather cutting
down the yield in some localities, the
Oregon wheatgrowers will not amass
very large fortunes just at present.
There Is yet time for better prices, how-
ever, before all of the crop Is In the
sack, arid there is always a tendency
to overestimate a. big crop and 'weaken
the- - market accordingly.

A REMARKABLE BODY.

Salem Statesman.
The Text-Boo-k Commission is truly a

business body. Its work is done with
that dispatch, that absence of quibbling
or petty desire to "control which stamps
it as the work of clean, brainy men. But
the public must not Imagine because de-
cisions are reached so quickly In the for-
mal sessions of the board that this means
hasty or careless review of the books
presented, or a superficial canvass of their
merits. It must be understood that the
Commissioners have had all of these books
under their examination for the past
three or four months and have spent a
great deal of time in their study and
comparison. Chairman Soott, for instance,
declares that he has done little else dur-
ing the past four months, and those who
know Mr. Scott's devotion to what he
deems an Important duty will readily un-
derstand how he has delved and applied
himself. And the same Is true of other
members of the board, as Is plainly evi-
dent by the thorough knowledge they all
possess of each book as it comes up for
consideration.

This State Text-Boo- k Commission has
been a remarkable public functionary. It
has been an enigma to the varlons book
men. It Is something new to them. Each
member has been courteous and patient
to hear the claims and suggestions of
publishers and their agents, but each has
reserved his decision and withheld his
encouragement or the reverse until the
time for final action, when each verdict
came forth is an entirely new revelation,
every man with a book expectant and
each prepared to find himself left out.

fNor has there been any passing of the
ordinary "courtesies," of which book men
and other salesmen are usually lavish upon
such occasions. No cigars, no suppers, no
champagne, no presents, no anything to
propitiate kindness or favors; the whole
proceeding has been a dry business affair
without sentiment, without "pull," with-
out "Influence." If any publisher was
cajoled into bringing influential wlre-pul-l-t

ers to baiem to engineer tor nun, ne
simply invested in a gold brick, for the
influential manipulator who might under-
take to get in his work would have been
harmful to the cause he sought to serve.

The publishers' representatives present
are a bright, active, and gen.
tlemanly set of men. The large majority
of those who have not succeeded in plac-
ing their books in the schools publicly
acknowledge the high and honorable char
acter of the board, Individually and col-

lectively, and have no hesitancy in say-
ing that the entire business is conducted
in the utmost spirit of fairness. The few
who are inclined to kick maliciously And
no favor or sympathy.

It is too early yet for those who have
not given the books a through examina-
tion to pronounce upon the merits of
those selected, but the presumption is that
they are of the very beat submitted,
grouping all the characteristics possessed
by each, and the fact that they have
been chosen hi such a fair, impartial and
deliberate manner Will do much to im-
press the public mind favorably toward
them.

As a whole, the action of the Commis-
sion will, the Statesman predicts, receive
the commendation of the people of the
state and prove entirely, satisfactory. r

A KHOtty Will Contest.
San Francisco Bulletin.

The courts of New Tork will be partially
occupied for some months, and possibly
for some years, with a peculiar case of
mind reading. The statement is made that
Jacob S. Rogers' attached a codicil to his
will in which, he bequeathed to his
nephew, Theodore B. Rogers, Jr., the sum
of 75. thousand thousand dollars. The only
touch of solid ground lawyers will have
to guide them is that 75 thousand thou-
sand dollars is the equivalent of $75,000?000

As the estate is estimated at about $10,000,.
000, the codicil apparently gives the en-

tire estate to the nephew. The question
to be determined by the courts is if the
testator Intended to write the word thou-
sand twice, one "thousand" Immediately
succeeding the other. Unless there is
some way of finding out what the testator
did mean, the lawyers who will attempt
to break the will have an up-hi- ll Job on
their hands.

This Is the knottiest will contest that
has appeared in court since the will of
Samuel J. Tilden was made the subject of
a contest. The disputed point in the Tilden
will was not as to the purpose of the
testator, but whether the terms of his will
were in accordance with law. As Mr. Til-

den was on of the soundest lawyers in
the country, the presumption was that his
will did not violate any law of the state.
The Rogera will simply Involves the ques-
tion if the testator, who made his own
will, intended in an Indirect way to give
all his property to one relative while dis-

inheriting all other relatives. The repu-
tation of the ttstator for eccentricity tends
rather to justify the conclusion that the
second "thousand" In the codicil was in-

serted for a purpose. The Metropolitan
Museum of Art had been given what
should remain after certain bequests had
been paid, and one can hardly suppose
that a sane man would make that institu-
tion the victim of a Jest. In fact, the con-

tention that the testator really intended to
will to his nephew an amount largely in
excess of the value of his estate under
such circumstances furnishes ground for
an attack upon the will on .a plea of men-
tal Infirmity. It is fortunate for all con-

cerned that the theory of communication
with departed spirits is not sufficiently
well established to admit of testimony
from thcs9 distant spheres. The lawyers
will have to fight with earthly weapons,
with such aid as they can derive from
appeals to the Imagination of Judges and
juries.

Anomalous Situation.
Baltimore News.

It Is an anomalous situation, certainly,
that the American manufacturer at homo
is an infant who needs the fostering care
of the Government, while abroad he is the
"deadly peril" against whose encroach-
ments' even strong nations must combine.
And it would ba interesting to know JuBt
how long It will be before this view of the
case appeals to the sound common-sens- e

of the American people. If the Demo-
cratic party could discard the foolish
crotchets with which it has burdened its
platform and return to first principles,
1904 would not be a bad guess.

"

The Only Effect Possible.
Louisville Courier-Journa- l.

General Dan Sickles doubtless wants to
be Commander of the Grand Army, but
while his attempts to compel the removal
of Pension Commissioner Evans may help
him in this campaign, it can have no
other effect.

A Great Problem.
J. Sterling Morton's Conservative.

The question now agitating the soul of
the average Populist is, "Shall we again
press down the crown of nomination upon
the brow of Blab and once more crucify
eucaess upon the crosa of silver?"

Another "Burning Question.
Louisville Courier-Journa- l.

What7 The proud and sovereign State
of South Carolina can't go into the grog
business without paying internal revenue
taxes llko any other wh'sky seller? Are
we vassals or are we peers?

Steel.
My burnished glint reflects the azure skies,

Thoir arching canopy and circling girth
Immured me in my dormitory, earth;

But when from spheral quarantine I rise,
The materialize

The wings of steam, the electrlo pulse and
'flash,

Commercial ardor's passion play and cash.
O nymph of speed, coma hear the steamy

sighs ..
That rush the ocean Atal&nta far
Seaward, unpaced, save by the twinkling

star;
And see time-ki- ll In? steam annihilate

Sternal space, and hear the rhythmic roar.
And the steel horse, with nostrils wide di-

late.
Presage earth-sh&kl- thunder evermore.

H. F. RODNEY.
Portland, July 10.

AMUSEMENTS.

Just why the Cummlngs company
should choose to close a previously sat-
isfactory engagement at Cordray's with
one of the weakest, trashiest and vulgar
plays that could wcll be written, is not
at all apparent, but the fact remains that
such Is but a mild description of "One
Night," which was inflicted on a fortu-
nately small audience last evening. The
play is not only utterly devoid of merit,
but It has been filled with "gags" of the
coarsest and most suggestive character,
evidently In a desperate attempt to get
a laugh where there was no laugh com-
ing. There are two allusions in the first
act and one in the second which one
would hardly expect to hear In a beer
hall, and to make matters worse, the
vulgarity Is not a part of the action
nor even essential to the effect of a
situation, but is simply dragged in by
the ears, and flaunted In the face of an
audience which has been used to better
things, for no theater can boast a better
reputation for wholesome moral tone than
Cordray's.

Of course there were some things to
laugh at In the weary succession of
horse play and indelicacy, but they were
exceedingly scattering. "Whatever hon-
ors there were fell to Harry Hynes,
who really Improved a good opportunity
to play a dual role in a very clever
fashion, and who fortunately was given
small share in the general bandying of
suggestlveness from mouth to mouth.

"One Night" will be the bill for the
rest of the week, and If it Is carefully
expurgated. It will prove perhaps amus-
ing to people who have not especially
high standards as to quality of a play.

The Weldemnnn Conipnny.
"The Steam Laundry." "which the

Wiedemann company will give Sunday
night at the Metropolitan, is a farce
comedy which is said to be full of lively
situations, and which gives the company
an unusually fine opportunity to show
its full strength. Mr. Wiedemann has a
part which exactly fits his peculiar stylo
of acting, that of a typical tramp. Mrs.
Wiedemann as a soubrette is well pro-
vided with opportunity, and the remain-
der of the cast Is equally fortunate.
Following "The Steam Laundry" will be
"Tho Rogue's Gallery," by George H.
Slater, for which Mr. Wiedemann has
the Western rights, and "The Village
Belle." Entirely new specialties are
promised every pight

Mr. Baker Expanding.
News has been received from Pendle-to- r

that the theater there has been
leased by George L. Baker, of the Baker
City Theater, and that It will in the fu-
ture be conducted under his manage-
ment. Mr. Baker Is well known In Port-
land as the former assistant manager of
the Marquam, and he enjoys a reputa-
tion and an acquaintance in the thea-atric- al

profession generally which will
enable him to give Pendleton the best
attractions it has ever enjoyed. He is a
man of thorough acquaintance with his
business, and of a progressive spirit that
Insures success to anything he under-
takes.

Notes of the Stage.
Robert T. Haynes recently successfully

played Sidney Carton, In Milwaukee, in
the Thanhouser stock company.

Julia Marlowe may appear the coming
season as Juliet In an elaborate produc-
tion of Shakespeare's love tragedy.

Creston Clarke and Adelaide Prince are
considering the production of "Don Cae-
sar," "The Merchant of Venice" and
"Hamlet."

When "Miss Bob White" goes on tour,
Richard F. Carroll will take the place
of Raymond Hitchcock, who is going
with "The Liberty Belles."

Olive May has been very successful In
tho title role of "Lorna Doone," surpris-
ing her admirers with her emotional abil-
ity, especially In a mad scene.

Tho Dramatic News says that Kitty
Cheatham, who recently made a hit In
a London performance of "A Lady From
Texas," has received some flattering of-
fers to continue on the stage.

In "The Marriage Game," an adapta-
tion from the French by Clyde Fitch for
the use of Sadie Martlnot, the actress
will Impersonate an ic hall singer
who is to be married to an English no-
bleman, and the complications result-
ing from this mesalliance constitute the
story of the play.

PLEASANTRIES OP PARAGRAPHERS

He I've bought you & pet monkey to
, amuse you, darling. She on: how kind
of you. Now I shan t miss you when you re
away. Fun.

Mother I wonder how this new book got
In such a horrible condition? Little Max
I heard papa say It was too dry for him.
so I poured water on it Glasgow Evening
Times.

Nearly All. Mrs. Naybore Did your little
brother come home from the Fourth of July
picnic all right? Little Lizzie Yes'ra all ex-

cept his hair and Angers. Baltimore Ameri-
can.

Popularity a la Mode. Mrs. HIghtone I hear
that your new rector Is very popular. Mrs.
Do Style Popular? Yes, Indeed! Why, w
are thinking of having his sermons drama-
tized l Puck.

Harsd Treatment. "Barbara's engagement to
Professor Snoppes Is broken." "On what
ground?" "Well, he lent her historical novels
to read and then persisted In examining her
On them." Chicago Record-Heral-

A Natural Cure. What la the remedy for
poverty?" demanded the lecturer, In thunder
tones. He paused for a reply, and during the
pause a man In the rear of the hall called
out: "You might try the gold cure." Detroit
Pree Press.

"Why She Objected. "I'll never go anywhere
with a shirt-wai- st man again," she exclaimed
angrily. "Does it shock your sense of pro-
priety?" "Oh, no; I think It looks all right,
but-- but" "But what?'' "Why. when
you'ro walking with a shirt-wai- st man. he Is
tho one who attracts all tho attention." Chi-
cago Post

A Willing Youth. "You say that you don't
caro for tho salary, so long as you can get
a chanco to work?" said the billionaire.
"That's the Idea," answered the youth with
the sharp nose and chin. "I am willing to
start right In at a big reduction and take one
of those $25,000 positions you say aro so hard
to nil at half the money." Washington Star.

Wisdom of the Owl.
Detroit Journal.

Ho always thinks the parrot talks too much,
The nightingale is overprone to song,

He doesn't like canary birds and such.
And the mavis" morning melody Is wrong.

Of praise this groUchy bird
Will never speak a word,

Nor any meed of kindness will he ever Insti-
tute;

He's a sombre, sulky fowl.
Is our silent friend, the owl.

And his mission In this universe Is just to
hoot his hoot.

The sun may coax an anthem from the lark.
The giddy thrush may bubble forth In Joy,

Put the owl prefers his brooding In the dars,
And such untimely rhapsodies annoy,

His head he hides away
In tho wholesome light of day.

But his solitary musings bear a bitter sort ot
fruit .

For he blinks his yellow eyes
And he looks amazing wise.

Then separates his features Just to hoot a
bilious hoot.

The firefly does business with hts lamp.
The moon thrusts sliver fingers through the

trees.
But his Owlshlp only knows tho grass is

damp
And that the tout ensemble doesn't please.

As ho tiffins off a rat
He warns his rat the bat:

"This Ice cream soda weather isn't quite the
thing to suit.

There's too much fun about,
I must stamp the nonsense out"

And he limbers up his larynx for a pessimistic
hoot

The may grieve o'er Willie
whipped,

The cricket shrill his troubles to the moon,
The katydid may toll whpre Katie slipped.

The frog may play his lugubrious bassoon,
The Thomas cat may yowl.
But he cannot beat the owl,

Who feels that human happiness is a question
merely moot;

For he ruffles up his chest
And with Irony ojpressed

He welcomes all our joyance with a al

hoot

NOTE AND COMMENT.
t

Animal spirits are sometimes Increased
by the vegetable variety. .

Perhaps next year. Sir Thomas Llpton
wilf have his challenger built by Herres-hof- f.

Tsl Ann Is as persistent about keeping
before the public as if she were going
on the stage. .

A battle was reported In the Transvaal
yesterday. There must be a war of some
kind going on down there.

The Kansas drouth is gradually raising
the spirits of the Populists, who, as a
party, could not stand prosperity.

Spain is going to order a new navy,
which she will probably be careful not
to expose so recklessly as sho did her
last.

San Francisco certainly ought to get
up a nice interesting murder trial for
the entertainment of those Epworth
Leaguers.

It is surprising how often railroad pres-
idents chase across the continent, when
there is never "any special significance"
to their trips.

Now sunstrokes have been reported in
Norway. Perhaps it would be advisable
for polar explorers to take along fans
and refrigerating machines.

The Democrats who were disappointed
by not witnessing the coronation March
4, are probably cheering themselves with
the hope that McKinley Is waiting to be
crowned on the same day with King Ed-

ward.

If, in the course of human events, it
becomes necessary for us to expand any
further, we shall not need to wage a
war of conquest. We shall simply point
out the tract of. land we want and re-
quest Andrew Carnegie to buy It for us.

Curtis Guild, Jr., was chosen to give
Boston's Fourth of July oration. The an-

nual speaker is paid $1.00, but the custom
Is to return the check to the city. The
orator will, however, receive a number
of copies of his oration bound in line
morocco leather, embossed with the seal
of the city and containing his picture,
by way of remuneration and it is pay
enough. ,

Alfred Austin, the poet laureate of Eng-
land, Is GS years old. and It will soon be
50 years since he wrote and published
his book, "Randolph; a Tale of Polish
Grief." For three years he regularly at-

tended the assizes at York, where he
wore his barrister's wig, but never prac-
ticed. Thirty years ago he had the ex-

citing experience of representing a daily
paper In Paris during the siege.

For many years Robert Johnson, ot
Cortland, Va., refu.ied to be shaved
or have his hair cut, and his appearance
was so objectionable to his wife that she
asked the neighbors to do something. So
they captured Johnson the other evening
and cut his hair and shaved his beard.
Ho objected until he saw his assailants
meant business. When he went to the
house nobody knew him and it took his
wife some time to learn who he was.
But she rejoiced when she saw what had
been done.

A civil engineer employed In Salt Lake
City received recently from the cashier
at the works at which he had been en-

gaged, his first week's wages, less 10 per
cent. He asked why, having worked a
full week at agreed rates, there should
be any deduction. "It's the tithe for the
Temple," was the answer, and on further
inquiry it appeared that it was usual In
Salt Lake City for every citizen or work-

man to pay over the elaers a sum repre-

senting a tithe, or 10 per cent of his
earnings or gains. The engineer said
that he knew nothing about the Temple
or tho elders, and that he cared less. He
added that he would have his full pay or
know the reason why. "Oh, It's entirely
optional." said the cashier, pushing over
tho balance.

They Bay this Plerpont Morgan is a man ot
great big brain.

That tho things that puzzles most folks is to
him excecdln plain.

But It striked mo that it's funny that a man
so awful smart.

Ain't acquainted with the doln's whero he
takes a leadln' part.

When they ast him how the combines an' tho.
trusts was golrv' to go,

Ho Jus rmoked a great big seegar an' re-

plied he didn't know.

He was short on Information of tho trusts that
handle steel.

An he didn't have no knowledge of the re-

cent railroad deal.
An' In fact on every question that J. P. was

ast about
All his famous stock of knowledge seemed to

be plum petered out
Now It thlb here Plerpont Morgan was so

very awful smart,
He'd know somethlnk of the doln's where ha

takes the leadln part

A. W. Van Buren, of Yale, has in thd
New York Times the following explana-
tion of the origin of an expression which
Is familiar to all readers of Robert Stev-
enson. Captain Flagler, of whom ho
speaks, was formerly stationed In Port-
land, and la well known here:

Readers of Stevenson's "Treasure Isl-

and" will remember the buccaneer song
beginning "Fifteen men on the dead man's
chest." Probably many of them, with my-

self, have been puzzled to decide Just what
is meant by the "chest" referred to. I
think that tho true explanation of the
line is the one furnished me by my friend
Captain Flagler of the United States

Corps, at present stationed at
San Jifan, Porto Rico.

The "dead man's chest" is an island off
the south coast of Porto Rico, some 10

miles southeast of the port of Ponce. It
was a favorite haunt of buccaneers in the
olden time, and doubtless many situations
have arisen similar to that described in
the song. The island was the scene of
some sharp fighting as late as 1S9S, when
a force of United States marines which
had been landed there was besieged In
the lighthouse by the Spaniards.

The full Spanish name of the Island is
"Isle de Caja de Muertos," 1. e., "Isle of
the Chest of tho Dead." This form of the
name is preserved in at least two recent
maps of Porto Rico. The island Is familiar-
ly known among Americans, however, as
"Muertos Ialand," and I believe an Eng-
lish translation of the Spanish word Is to
be found on some maps.

Stevenson undoubtedly picked up the
song somewhere or other perhaps ha
heard it sung by sailors, perhaps found
it in some old book and then used the
name for his own purposes. That he him-

self did not know the original significance
of the phrase "dead man's che3t," seems
clear from his printing it without capitals,
and by the singular "'dead map," which
Is Inexact for the Spanish plural "Muer-
tos." The chango from "men" to "man"
In a sailors' song, to avoid the monotony
of two identical words In the same verse,
would not, I take it, be hard to parallel.


