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PDRIVING US TO SOCIALISM,

Comitnations of capital and greed of
trusis mre carrying a comstant stream
of rveinforoements into the ranks of
siate socialism. Buch growth as soclal-
ism is making In the United States—
and It is alarmingly repld—is due chief-
Iy to the Carnegies, Rockefellers, Mor-
gans and others of thelr description.
1t is becoming ncreasingly difficult for
those who oppose the soclalistic splrit
and its demands to malntain a stand
against Ity progress, while the great
monopolists, whose combinations are
rapidly getting control of the main
industries of the country, are so busy
and so successful In supplying argu-
ments to those who Inaist that the only
remedy lles tn thelr proposal that the
stlate shall take over the instrumemts
of production and distribution. For
there are increasing numbers who be-
Jeve this the unly remedy, and under
the operations of the syndics and mo-
nopolists they are multiplying year by
mometrical ratios. That the
b apply this remedy would be
ot only to the country, but
jom, The Oregonian does not
: doubt. But mothing can
prevent the people from making an ef-
fort to apply this remedy, if the greed
of the monopolists shall be continued
and oo other remedy that promises
Jgnything shall appear.

Hiére !» the steel trust deciding by
Yote of Its directors to put both Iits pre-
forred and Its common shares upon the
st of paylog securities. To pay divi-
dends on the common stock means the
withdrawal of stupendous sums from
the trusl's recelpts from estles and thelr
distribution among shareholders. In
round numbers there are $550,000,000
each of the commos and preferred
shares, so the declaration of the divi-
dends means the distribution to the
stockholders of no leas than $80,500,000
every year, of which H0135.000 is to
be pald out at once. This vast sum Is
supposed (o represent the profita of the
syudicate afte: paying the operating
®xpenses, the Interest on the large
amount of bonds of the underlying com-
panies and on the $304,000,000 of bonds
lssued In exchange for the Carmegie
Bteel Company properties. The charges
on the company's own “bonda alone
amount to over FL000.000 yearly, so
that In its interest and dividends the
syndicate will have to make an annual
disbursement of 75500000, It is an-
mounced fhat §26,500,600 has been earned
in three months, which would be at the
rate of §100,000.000 a year. The divi-
fdlends on the preferred stock and Inter-
est of bonds would absord only $53.-
00,000, leaving $52,500,000 for the com-
mon stock, or nearly 10 per cent,

This Is an inordinate profit, not only
bgcause money cannot earn 10 per cemt
. under conditions far removed by

f from free competition, but
_r of the notorious fact that

markets ils wares abroad at
much lower prices than the tariff en-
ables it to charge at home. The effect
of such enormities s to arouse the
Spirit of antagonism to corporations
and to wealth. The ffect is ajready ap-
paregl even here In Portland, where we
have to fight against eoclallsm in the
preparation of a city charter,
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RISE OF THE SHIRT WAIST.

The flerve heat which has prevailed
for more than a week throughout the
Eastern Biates has done more for the
ciuse of the shirt waist for men than
could be accomplished by any number
of arguments in favor of the Innova-
tlon, Tweo ministers, one in 8t Louls
and one in Decatar, [Il, recently ap-
peared in their pulpits clad-in cool and
vomfortable shirt waists, and by pre-
cepl and example encouraged their par-
Ishionere 0 go and do likewize. The
Puillman Company has withdrawn [ts
absurd order forbldding coatless young
meén to eat n its dining-cars, and fu-
neraly are now about the only fune-
tions which cannot be attended with
propriety in shirt walsts,

Most of the prejudice against the
new garment has grown out of Its
name. The words shirt walft, usually
sicompanied by plok as & qualifying
adjective, hitherto conveyed an jdea of
one of those tucked and plalted af-
fairs sarrowing down to a small com-
pass the walst, and Naring out stiff-

at the bust, which lock so comfort-
on & pretty girl, but which would
become & man. The jotose CR&T-

easily moved to ridicule, took up the
shout, and the shirt walst was given
& bad name, Bui now that it Is com-
ing Into geneéral use and has been seten
frequectly about the gtreels of the
large cities, the volce of calumpy is no
longer ralsed against It, and it is be-
ginning to get its dus.

Why a young man dressed in a cool,
comfortable walst, with a stock or collar
and a pair of trimmed cuffs, should be
' any more ridiculous than a Summer girl
|in the feminine wersion of the same
| garment is something which Is not read-
:lly found out. It has long been the
| custom at Summer resorts for men
to wear coci outing flannel shirts, with
n belt jnstead of suspenders, and no

Bl one has ever thought of pointing the

finger of scorn at them when an un-
usually sultry day prompted them to
lay aside their coats. Here, ino fact,
was the first step In the evolution of
the shirt waist, for the belt was found
to be but & poor substitute for suspend-
ers, and as suspenders are usefal but
not ornamental, youths who cared to
maks a meat appearance were loth to
discard their coats. So Comfort atepped
In where Fashion had long feared to
tread and devised an article of wear-
ing apparel which concealed the offen-
elve “galluses” without adding an extra
stiteh of clothing, and Fashlon, her
taste no longer outraged, acquiesced,
and. lo! the shirt walst was here.

And we may remsrk in passing that
It is here to stay. Such a sensible style
lwlll, after the volce of malice has been

stilled, be eagerly welcomed and tena-
lc]ul.lli!' retalned, and In another Sum-

mer the man who swelters inside a
coat on a hot Eummer day will be ths
butt of ridicule rather than he who
clothes himself as alrily and coolly as
he may,

THE PFRESIDENT'S FROTEGES,

Eugene Coffin, who has been appoint-
ed a Paymaster In the regular Army,
with the rank of Major, was formerly
& clerk in Wiliard's Hotel in Washing-
| ton. He served In President McKin-

ley's regiment during the Civil War,

Two years ago he was appointed to the
| Volunteer Pay Corps by the President,
|and a few weeks ago he was discharged
| from that service to accept the position
in the reguiar Army. His chlef quall-

fication for the public service would
|aeem to be the fact that he is reported
to be “an waccomplished musician,”
;vzhlch recalis the declaration at Buck

Fanshawe's funeral that beyond dis-
pute “he makes a nice, qulet corpse.”

There ia fresh news of another of the
Presildent’s pets, an ex-officer of the
line of the regular Army, Charles
Newbold, who was appointed from eivil
life to be an additional Paymaster of
Volunteers In March, 1899, and in July
of the same year was transferred 1o &
Paymastershlp In the regular Army,
with the rank of Major. At the time of
his staff appointment Newbold had
been thirty-two years out of the regu-
lar Army. and was about 60 years of
age. He was In the dalry business In
Washington, and was the President's
milkman. As a man who had hed
some military experience, of course,
Newbpld kpew that he had no busi-
ness in honesty or honor to seek the
position of Paymaster If he was phys-
ically unfit for its dutles. But In 1900
he was ordered from the station of Bt
Paul, Minn., to the Philippines, and
when the Chief Paymaster at Manlla
directad him to go into the field to pay
the troops, he objected on the ground
of an organic trouble forbldding severe
exertion and exposure, The Chiet Pay-
master wished to have him sent before
& Retiring Board, but Newbold ap-
pealed to General MacArthur, who at his
request sent him back to the United
States. On his retumn to Washington
a Retiring Board reported that his dis-
abllity was not contracted in the line
of duty, and recommended that he be
whoily retired—that is, separated from
the service altogether, with one year's
extra pay. The President cannot whol-
ly retire an officer without such & rec-
ommendation from a board; but, on the
other hand, the board’'s function Is only
advisory, and the Presldeat, after in-
voking it, is not compelled to abide by
the recommendation. President Me-
Kinley haz done nothing ln this In-
stance, and Newbold will retire mext
month on three-quarters pay of a
Major, or 52500 a year.

This case has disgusted Secretary
Root o0 Intensely that he proposes here-
after to subject appointess to staff of-
fiees to physical examination, so that
jit will no longer be possible for a man
to be appointed to a position for whose
duties he Is by his owe confesslon
physically unfit. Newbold has enjoyed
the pay and emoluments of a Paymas.
tership without delng any duty, while
officers who have served through the
Civil War, the Cuban War, In the Phil-
ippines and in China are still
full duty and enduring hardship on a
Captain's pay, with gmaill chanee of a
majority before retirement. Newbold's
former Army service was limited to
six years, from 1881 to 1847, but he took
no part in any of the battles of the
Clvil War.

Another protege ,of the President's
is Calvin L Cressey, of California, re-
cently dismissed from the Naval Acad-
emy for hazing, whom the President
has pardoned, and thus made ellgible
for reappointment. Cressey will soon
be back in Annapolis to prove that the
most obstreperous cadet can afford to
defy the discipline of the Naval Acad-
emy If he has politicel pull enough to
extort & pardon from Willlam MecKin-
ley. The discipline of the Army and
Navy, llke the integrity of the Civll
Service, is broken down by the Presi-
dent on the appeal of his friends

MONEY, MARKETS AND TRADE,

Portland and that large portlon of
the Pacific Northwest for which she is
the financial and commercial headquar-
ters are golng Into the second half of
the year under most favorable circum-
stances. Bank clearings, which make
the most accurate of all business bars
ometers, show an Inecrease of over 10
per cent for the first week In July, as
eompared with those of a year ago,
which in turm were the largest on ree-
ord for the corresponding week. This
showing is all the more remarkable
when it is considered that the wheat
crop I not making the demands on
banks that it was making a year ago,
when the season was fully two weeks
farther advanced. Oregon, Washing-
ton and Idaho are mow about ready to
harvest a big wheat erop. This wil] be
the fifth successive good year for grow-
ers, and as prices have aversged fairly
good far that period, the financial con-
dition of the farmers is very much bet.
ter than it has been in the past. The
independent position of the farmer Is
reflected to a certain extent in the
country banks, which are not making
such heavy ‘drafis. on Portland for
money with which to handle the com-
ing erop,

It is tus evident that the preaper-

doing*

ity of the country no longer depends
on the wheat crop alone, for Portland
is taking care of & greater volume of
business than ever béfore at a perlod
when wheat I8 not having much effect
on the gltuation. The heavy movement
of wool 18 one of the big factors in the
trade just at present, and when It Is
considered that the season opened with
practically the entire 1500 clip still on
hand, and that now both clips are
well out of the way, it is apparent
that the industry has put more money
In eclrculation within the past sixty
days than ever before in the same pe-
riod. Sheep, cattle and horses have
fillso been trailing out of Portland ter-
ritory In numbers greater thao at any
previous time in the past ten years
Good prices have been reallzed, and
as the stockmen were enabled to cease
paying interest and lifting mortgages
twa or three years ago, their money
now finds it way into the avenues of
general trade,

Along the Columbla River and In
the Willamette Valley and Southern
Oregon the greatest activity is shown
ln the lumbering and logging industry.
Much as we may regret the rapld pass-
ing of our big forests of fine timber, the
business of converting it Into lumber
Is supplying employment for an fadus-
trial army of large proportions, and
in many Jocalities gardens and farms
are taking the places of the forests,
assuring another class of wealth-pro-
ducers later on, Small fruits, lke
cherries, berries, currants, etc., are
turning out well, and have brought
more money to the producers than In
any previvus year since the industry
attalned proportions of consequence,
By far the worst feature in busicess
in this Iimmediate locallty has been
the remarkably poor run of salmon,
the pack to date being about the small-
est In twenty years, and not even the
record-breaking price pald being suf-
ficlent to admit of any money ln the
business for any one connected with
it. There was some Improvement in
the run toward the close of the week,
and whilé, owing to the enormous
amount of gear In the water, a good
July run would work wonders with
the pack, It Is too late to hope for
anything llke an.average output.

Activity In bullding, especlally in the
residence lne, continues unabated, and
there {s an attendant demand for lum-
ber, sash, doors and other similar ha-
terial, together with plenty of work for
both skilled and unskilled carpanters,
July is always regarded as 'a quiet
month in shipplng, but the first week
made an excellent showing in the
charter of two 8000-ton steamships to
load lumber at Portland, with a third
steamer of the same size taken for
July wheat loading. The first grain
ship of the new seasom finished load-
ing Baturday, and another will fol-
low during the coming week. Real
estate does not seem to be sharing In
the general prosperity. With money
pientiful end cheap, and natural trade
conditions seldom, If ever, better than
they are at this time, there Is lttle
or no improvement in prices of elther
improved or unimproved property lying
within the city limits. This duliness is
in a large measure due to high taxes,
and to the clouds resting on a large
proportion of the property In the clty
end county through fallure of the
proper authorities to collect taxes when
they were due. Newcomers hesitate
about buying property where its history
is lost in such a bewildering mnze as
that which surrounds it at the tax-
collector’'s office.

SEED OF CONCERTED ACTION,

In some recent discussion The Ore-
gonian has pointed out to business men
the need of concerted effort to further
the Interests of Portland., Of organlza-
tions we have a surfeit In the Chamber
of Commerce, the Board of Trade and
the Manufacturers' Assoclation, the
transportation commiitee of the Cham-
ber of Commerce, and to & certain'ex-
tent may be included the Commercial
Club. BEach of theses bodles works on &
line of Its own, which not Infrequently
puts it at cross-purposes with the
others. The result is that what ghould
be somebody’'s business has become
everybody's business, and is therefore
nobody's business. Noithing is done to
advertise the state or make known
Portiand’s unequaled position as a com-
mercial center, or encourage buyers to
come here to trade,

In an article published last week The
Oregonian pointed out Portland's sltua-
tion as the trade center of the Colum-
bia River Valley and the port of Pa-
cific Coast commerce, and suggested
that the most ought to be made of the
opportunitly offered. The work is here
to be done—an abuadance of it. Have
we not men who are equal to it, capable
of stimulating enthuslasm and keeping
the furnace at white heat? Let us
take & glance at some of our moving
spirits and see what class ,of material
we have to take the lead for publlc ad-
vancement. Who has been a more will-
ing servant of the nterests of commer-
clal Portland than General Charles F.
Beebe? Two years ago he went East
on & mission for the Chamber of Com-
merce and stated Portland's case with
such force and clearness to the Admin-
istration that we were awarded a share
of the transport buziness. We would
have recelved sull better treatmeat If
the promises made to General Beebe at
Washington had been fulfilled. George
Taylor, Jr., was the essence of energy
when he was president of the Chamber
of Commerce. He attended to the ardu-
ous duties of his position to the neglect
of his own affalrs, and was ever ready
for a call to service, even If it came in
the middle ‘of the night. But for him
it Is doubtful if the $200,000 appropri-
ated for the Columbia River in the last
sundry efvil blil ever would have been
vouchsafed by Congress. Herman Wit
tenberg is not a bit afrald to talk Port-
Iand wherever he goes. When he went
into business on & large scale he ran
his eye over the map between British
Columbian and Mexico and reached out
lcme hand for the trade in that terri-

tory and the other hand for what he
could grasp in Hawall and Asia. He
is here because he knows Portland is
a rattling good town, and he ls going
to atay here and make it a bigger and
better town, Arthur H. Devers lg an-
other of the salt of Portland. Theo-
dore B. Wilcox has spent plles of money
to open & market for Oregon flour In
Asia and other parts™of the world. No
man could be more enterprising than
Mr. Wilcox. Hon. H W. Corbetit, who
was by some thought “too old™ only a
few months ago to sit o the Unlted
States Sepate, has taken hold of the
1806 fair project with ail the fire and
optimism of youth. L. A. I#wis has
fnherited the push and gkill of his dis-
tinguished father, and is a sincere be-
liever in a grenter Oregon and a greater
Portland, Who has not seen the mirth
in Dan MeAllen's eye, the toss of Dan
MeAllen's head and the twirl of Dan
| McAllen's finger us Dan MceAllen tock

the floor to declare himself In favor of
anything from a Fourth of July blow-
out to a centennial celebration If It
would help the town?

The few who have been mentioned
here are simply types of the energy
there Is in the town. Many more might
be mentioned, and still the Hst would
by no means be complete. We do not
lack material for a giant forward move-
ment. It is organization that we are
short of. Is it not a bit singular that
with all the good clay we have for
molding we are depending upon the
Nature that gave us the most agreeable
climate and productive country under
the heavens to advertise the fact to the
world; that we are In a measurs walt-
lng for trade to come to us instead of
reaching out and pulling it in? Noth-
ing comes nowadays without effort.
Competition in the commercial world
is too keen for the seller to awailt at
bhis ease the coming of the buyer. We
may talk about down grades to Port-
land from ever so large a reglon, but
we must remember that It takes some
expenditure of force to give the car
the start that will roll it down hill
Just so It is with our appeal for the
opening of the Columbia River to free
navigation. We shall not get it in rea-
sonable time unless we muke the of-
fort. It will take work to get the pro-
Ject started in Congress, and work, and
plenty of it, to keep the ball rolling so
that it shall ot be held up for twenty
yvears, as the Cascades Locks improve-
ment was. To every person interested
in the welfare of Portland it must be
evident that concerted action for the
general welfare is what we require now.

The scarcity of harvest help corre-
sponds with that of domestic help—ahn
army of young men and maldens,
women and men of middie age, of the
laboring class, apparently preferring
idleness to work, unless they can secure
positions that carry with them the
minimum of labor with the maximum
of pay, Gentility of employment, which
is usually Imaginary, is also taken
more or less into account. In wain
farmers appeal to men to come out and
help them gather In their hay, offering
$1 26 per day and board Equally in
valn do housewives seek girls for do-
mestic service, offering wages equnl
to those pald in department stores,
telephone offices, ete, with the addi-
tional recompense of board and lodg-
ing. Hagvest work and housework are
old-fashioned employthents. To the
latter, ezpecially the title of “'gervant,”
Is attached-—the term “hired hand,” as
applied to the laborer (n the former vo-
cation belng not so objectionable, When
it s consldered that every clerk In
every rallroad office In the country is
a servant of the corporation for which
he works; that the typewriter who sits
at the elbow of the manager Is & ser-
vant, whose duties are exacting and
constant; that, in fact, every employe
who performs the routine work of the
office or takea orders from the man-
ager is & servant In the literal mean.
ng of that term, it = Iimpoasible to
sympathize very deeply with those
who, to escape the gemeral title of all
who serve, whether with their hands
or brains, or both, in any amnd every
vocation to which labor Is called scorn
the wholesome atmosphere of the home
and the fleld, and hang about the bul-
letin boards of intelligence offices seek-
ing employment. The housemald who
brings to her vocation a cheerful spirit
and competent hands dignifies labor,
even though she be termed the “serv-
ant,” and wear a callco dress, while
the girl (and her name is multitude)
who slts wearily for a stated number of
hours at the telephone In a “stunaing”
sllk shirt walst and tie pays the penalty
of unsheltered girihood in being scolded
over the line by every snob, male and
female, who can pay the monthly rentaj
of an Instrument, for the pleasure of
being known as a “hello girl,"” Instead
of a servant. The former title s odious
hecause old-fashloned; the latter
charming because up-to-date. To be
sure, the gervice in the latter Instance
Is far more exacting than ln the former,
but then the servitor in the latler is not
a “servant.” She I8 only a “telephone
girl,” and like & multitude of her sisters
in outaide vocations she counts this dis-
tinction as a great galn, socially.

It Is sald in England by the “antis"—
they have 'em there, too—that *Brit-
ish prestige has suffered great loss
through the war polley pursusd In Af-
rica.” But what If the opposite policy
had been pursued? Where, in that
case, would British prestige be? No
country having any pretensions to dig-
nity and empire could accept the in-
sulting ultimatum which the Boers gent
to the British Government. Since that
ultimatum was Issued, subjugation of
the Bpers has been the alternative of
the dissolution of the British Empire.

“Father” Clark bespeaks a concerted
religlous movement like the modern in-
dustrial and rallroad consolidations, It
Is worth thinking of. Certalnly, If har-
monizations that really harmonize are
justifiable in any field, they are In the
arena of denominational warfare. The
rulcous competition of numberiess
churches whare fewer would suffice and
prosper is something that would put
to the blush the most unscrupulous
rate-cutting traffic manager.

The remark comes from Astorla that
“Portland s away behind the times"
and “lacks enterprise.” Pray, wherels
Astoria, and what does she lack7—As-
toria, that existed nearly a half century
before Portland was named. Is it sald
that this is a poor and unworthy kind
of contention? Well, so It js. But tit
for tat I= the only argument that some
people can understand.

The highest ‘elrcles in China doubt-
less regard with loathing the spec-
tacle of Chinese walfs brought up In
the familieg of American missionaries
or other forelgn devils. This reversal
of our agitation over white children In
Chinese homes Is as natural and justi.
fiable as our own,

Community of interests is all right
in theory, but why doesn’t it forbid
the Southwest rate-cutting and keep
the 0. R, & N. from getting up the
Willemette Valley?

Qunlity of Infallibility.

Kansas Clty Btar,

According to Mr, Bryan's thory of poll-
ties, once &N lssue always an lssue. In
his scheme of procedure there ls no such
thing as dropping, modifying or repudiat-
ing u declaration once made. Every com-
mitteeman or delegnte must subscribe to
the last National piatform. Delegates
and commitieemen must make thelr new
declarations conform to that platform. No
matter what the people say, the “organi-
gation,” otherwise the “machine,”” must
see that this plun Is carried out Under
such n rigid system it would be impos-
sible to correct an error. Only a supreme

like Bryan, who attributes to him-

self the quality of infallibllity, would
formulate party policies along

TIMBER-CLAIM FRAUDS.

PORTLAND, July 5—(To the Editor.)—
In The Oregonian recently I read the fol.
lowing dispatch from Helepa:

The United States grand jury madse a fnal
repori lonighl, reluming 102 Indictmenis They
are almest all against land locators in the
Missoula land dlstrict. and charge perjury In
swearing that they fled upon lands for per-
sonal use, whereas they transferred them scon
aller securing title. The lands comprise abdout
15,000 acces. The persons Indicted Inciode
school teachers., ranchers, servant girls, and,
in fact, all claases of people.

I do not understand what the Intentlon
of the law nor its meaning is under such
conditions. I am trying to locate some
new-comerz on Government lands. Bome
desire to file homenteada and some timber
claims; but the nct of the grand jury in
the Moptana case blocks all proceedings.
New settiers reading fhe account do oot
know what to do. They are at a loss to
understand the intention of the Govern-
mentl.

First, the Jand is sold by the Govern-
ment to & man of woman for §250 per
acre, and then the Covernment (ndiets
fhe purchuser for selling thls iand they
have pald for too -roon after heving
bought 1t. Does the Government Intend
that the land shall not be sold by the
new-comer, and that he must keep it for-
ever as his property? Or is there a cer-
tatn tims set by fhe Goversment that &
purcheser must hoid the land bmfore seil-
ing? Any other realty sold to A pur.
chaser ends the selier's title and controi
when the property Is paid for. Why not
the sama with the Government? It sells
a gquarter-ssetion of land for 3400 and gets
its meoney, and that ia the end of it Yhen
why should not the buyer have the right
a few dayx after to sell’ the zame to a
lumhsr firm at & profit? He and no one
plse {s benefited thereby. NO one can
constract. a sawmill and go iato the Jum-
ber business on 190 meres of timber land.

”

We fear our correspondent is not entire-
Iy honest in writing the foregoing letter.
As a Jocator, he has cértainly learned
enough of the land laws of the country
to know that persons are not subject to
indictment bécause they may sell land
legitimately acquired from the Govern-
ment, All land titles run back to the
Government, but every sale of real estate
does not subject the seller to indicfment.
But under some circumstances, sale of
land just scquired from the Government
may be circumstantial evidence that
fraud was employed In getting title, Per.
jury Is a erime, and If the persons who
located the land In Montana swore to a
lie In order to get title to ths land, they
became mubject to Indictment. The fact
that they soi their lind immediately was
not cause for Indictment; but it might ap-
penr ag one of the evidences of fraud,

The applicant for timber lEmd must
swear that the tract is unfit for cultiva.
tion and waluable chiefly for its timber.
The ozth he subscribes to also cootalns
the following:

I do not apply to purchase the
iand above deseribed on speculation,
but In good faith to appropriate it
to my own exclusive use and benefity
and that | have not, direetly or In-
directly, made nay agreement or
coniraol, in amny way or manmner,
with any person or persens whom-
soever, by which the title which 1
may acquire from the Goverament
of the United States may Inuye in
whole or in part to the benefit of
any persom exccpt myself,

If any person laking this oath swears
talsely he will be subjeet to all the pains
and pensltles of perjury, and forfeit the
money he may have pald for the lanids
and all right and title to them, and any
grant or conveyance which he may have
made, except in the hands of bona fide
purchasers, will be null and void.

It is not & crime to dispese of land ob.
tained from the Governmenf, no matter
how soon after title is perfected. Cir.
cumstances may warrant the selling of
land !mmaedistely, But other clreum.
Stances may make immediate sale strong
clreumstantial evidence of fraug. It is
hardly probable that any considerable
number of persons should take lapd "in
good faith to appropriate it to thelr own
exclusive use and benefit"” and not for
speculatlon, not upon any agreement or
contract, direct or indirect, whereby other
persons than the applicant shall reap the
bencfit—i# Iz hardly probable that any
considerable number of peérsons should
take !and under these circumstances and
Immediately sell out to some lumbering
concern. It ia regurded as strong evidence
of fraud when large traocts of timber land
are taken at one time, or within a short
time, and by concert of scfon fall Into
the hands of capitalista, who may them.
selves bs speculators or manufacturers.
These things de not casually happen.
There is a very geneml suspicion, toe,
that thess operations ars promoted by
professional “locators.”

Those who seek homesteads or timber
clalms in good falth to comply with the
law need not be and are not deterred by
reports of indictments of those who vio.
late the law, Undoubtedly thess reports
do cause hes!tatlion among those who
expect to slp through the legal formall-
thes and speculate on the Government
bounty as manifested In its lberal land
laws. It ia the purpose of the Govern.
ment to get people out on homesteads
to seitle up and cultivats the country
and make |t productive; also to asalst
cltizens to get for Httle money timber that
they may use. If they cannot use the
timber on 160 acres, they can let it alone;
they are not called to commit perjury by
taking the land for others, who may pay
& bonus for it.

The Government's present method of
disposing of timber landa Is open to critl.
cism. The lumber business of today !s
not the same it was a generafion ago.
While small mills may be established to
saw the timber from small tracts of land.
the large mill Is the lumbering institution
of the day, end timber in considerabis
bodies is reguired for their operation.
Thess large bodles of timber are frequent-
ly obfained by palpable viclatlion of law.
It would doubtless be better If the Gov-
ernment should sell outright to those who
would pay most for iis conslderabls tracts
of timber. This policy would give rise
to a great howl from those who profit
from the present arrangement, but it
would do away with the Incentive for
wholesale perjury on the part of appll-
eants.

It Is uselsss to ask why the Govern-
ment imposes certaln conditions on the
sala of timber lands or homesteads. The
fact is that the law is plainly $hus and
g0, any locator or applicant can under.
stand [t. Those who violate the plajn
provislons of the law lay themselves open
1o prosecution, and It Is useless to whine
about the Iaw's requirgments, Tfn tim-
ber applicant cannot bulld a sawmlll and
go into the lumber business on 180 acres
of timber, that Is no reasgn why he should
commit perjury  get the 180 acres. He
can stay away. True, this would ma-
teriaily reduce the business of the pro-
fessional locator, but it would do away
with many dishonest transactions, Hon-
esi settlers need have no fear, thers fs
rothing In the law that will harm them.
Settlers do not take timber land In pursu.
ance of arrangements with speculators.

THE NOISES OF CIVILIZATION.

In one respect, at least, man Is still a
savage. He loves noise. The highest
form his patriotlsm can assume on that
Bay which is set apart by the Natlon to
celebrate its proud assertion of independ-
enceé from tyranany and oppression, Is A
hallabaloo of discords, such as would not
be countenanced for 2 moment In o fairly
respectable Insane asyium. Strangely
encugh. there nre times when the art of
music falls to ansawer the public need. On
really greal occasions, when heart-strings
are tensely drawn, It is huddled out of
sight Into the backyard of our souls, In
order that savagery and nolse may have
the front door. If we desire Lo show our
appreciaton of the alry, tender grace of a
great singer’s trills and roulades, or the
subtle art of the mctress M a tragicaliy
worked-out desth scene, the only satis-
factory means of expression we have at
our command is ear-aplitiing nolse. We
take our jJoy explomively. and in this re-
speet e humam race has not advanced a
peg beyond the stage of barbarism Man.
Knd beging Ufe with a rattle, and there-
after reglsters his joy through successive
phases of development, with the drum,

the penny whistle, the torpedo, firecrack.
er, and toy cannon, the megaphone and |
the graphophone. What mally-ho party
is completle without its tin horns and toy |
trumpeis? What graybeard orator bub |
finds the sweetest music he knows In the
stormy ;\I.un'tllu of his audlence?

Thus does nolse follow us and give de-
light from the cradle fo the grave. The
reason for this is obvious. Regularity of
vibratlon, upon which music depends—in
distinction from mnoise, which Is lrregu-
larity of viuration—is impossible without a
eertain amount of emotlonnl selfycontrol,
The moment the emotions pass beyond our
control, and joy. grief, anger or fear be.

the

NOTE AND COMMENT.

has passed
s again on paper.

The Benttie political fight
gun stage, and

The threatencd shortage of the Kansas

potato crop affords a gleam of lope to
the Populista

thing

Be patient, Arabelln, we will say some-
aboul the weather as soon as we

can think of It.

The bathing accMent fs patiently wait-

iog for the Fourth of July casuvalty to get
off the first page.

become an awe-Inspiring feature of

The lone highwayman once more has

the

Eastern Oregon landscape.

Edward that ali Americans are

Speaker Henderson has proved to King
not lke

William Waldorf Astor.

ehall

Perhaps & hundred years from now we

have a Presldent who has never in

any way been associated with Ohlo,

[ standing.

pararily

Comie papers to the contrary notwith-
it takes at least two yards of
muaterinl to make a lady's bathing sult,

The Presidential candidates have, tem-
at least, accomplished the re-

markiable feat of muzsiing thelr friends,

coing excessive, that moment self-polze |
lost, and with it Is lost the power Lo pro-
Guce or ercjoy music.
When we arrive at that astage
psychicnl evolution, when *“‘there Is no
Joy but calm,” nolse will bave disap-
peared. But as this ¥ & consummafton
hardly to be looked for in the human race
sz & whale, It Is probable that man, to
the end of his days, will continus to be
mare br less of a nolse-loving animal. Thia
will in part explain why he finds It so
eary accommodate himse¥ (o the In.
aw ble nolses that characterize our
civillsaflon; thy crasy locomotive whis-
ties, the bawling of rowdy boys, the bal.
lowing of street venders, the clanging-of
street-car bells, the clatter of heavy
wagons. the low roar of machinery, the
click of the Lypewriter, the practiclng of
beginners on the plano, the exclted chat-
ter of lrritated men and women, the ring-
Ing of the telephone bell, the hurly-burly
that follows a fire alarm.

Man's power of adjusiing himself to
his environment is so great that he could

of

to sleeping with his ear o a foghorn; but
it Is & question well worth asking, wheth-
er in these days man is not Inclined to
adapt himself too readily to the needs of
clvilization. Would it nol, on the whole,
be better to adapt civillzation to the needs
of man?

Certainly the nolses of avery-day life
Ars more nerve-racking and life-shortening
than we reallse. This, at least. Is the
epinion of certain eminent physicians.
About four years ago an snti-nalse cru-
sade was started by a writef In the North
American Review. The cry was Immed'-
ately taken up by editorial writers and
medical men all over this country and Eu-
rope, who predicied a general nervous col.
lapse of the civilized natlons, unleas a
reform was Instituted,

All sorts of hints were dropped as to
methods of mitiguting the evil One
writer suggested sutomoblies In place of
horses; a more general use of asphalt
pavement. rubber tires on wheels, which
actually Increase the Iife of a vehlele
one-fourth, and reduce the cost of repairs
one-half. Another proposed that fog-
horne, whistles. fire bells, cable-car gongs,
church bells, ete., should be tuned fn har-
mony. Roadbeds under rallway tralng
may be deadened. Slamming doors may

to & house, In fact, might be made to emit
notes of one majestlc chord. Rocking-
chairs and cradies could sing soothing alrs
or lullables, One kind-hearted experi-
mentor, Dr. Paul Riverra, of Munich, has
a laboratory filled with curlous centriv.
ances of his own Invention for producing
& quiet atmosphere for his patients.

The noise of machinery may be dead-
ened by the use of halr fell, placed be.
tween engine bedplates and foundation
capsiones, and underneath rxils subject to
heavy traffic. Cork has been used in
Germany with the same end In view. "Vi.
bration absorbers™ in the shape of a sep-
arate foundation of brick and mortar for
each engine in large manufacturing es-
tablishments are said, however, to be the
true solution for the majority of machin-
ery vibration problems,

One of the greates? of clly nulsances
has been the hauling of iron or steel ralls
through thy streets. The clatter, made
by these is almosat beyond endurance to
nervous people and Invallids. The Board
of Aldermen In New York City therefore
passed an ordinance making It unlawful
to do this, unless the ralls were s0 joaded
As to prevent them from Jjarring agalinst
one another. On May § 1897, the first ar.
rest was made for violating this ordl-
nance, and a fine of 85 Imposed. Today,
as a consequence. steel raills are guite
generally wrapped In old carpet or burlap
to deaden the sound.

But notwithstanding all thass carefully
planned devices for cheating civilization
of Iis prey—man—mothers and fathers
who have in their hands the training of
the young, continue recklessiy to defeat
the efforts of philosophers and reformers.
For does not Balf of the joy of babyhood
lle In & rattle? And what schoolboy,
pray, would find Fourth of July tolerahle
without a bdunch of firecrackers?

GERTRUDE METCALFE

Doing Better In Germany.

New York World

On Tuesday thes Leipaiger Bank aus.
pended. It had too rashly supported an
industrial enterprise. On Thursday the
government falled Herr Exner, responsi-
ble director, and the bank ls In charge of
the public prosedutor.

On Tuesaday the Seventh National Bank
got into “trouble.” It had rashly and by
admittedly unlawful practices supported
an Industrial enterprise. On Thursday, af-
ter the authoritles had done thelr besy to
“smooth over” the “mistakes™ of Lhe
responsfble officials, the bank suspended.
There have been no arrests, and there Is
no talk of arrests.

The Laipziger Bank is In Germany, the
Seventh National Bank ts—pot.

Stuplditly of the Forelgner.
Rochester Herald.

Curlous, isa't it, that those (foreign
countries are unable to realise the ad-
vantage It will be to them to admit our

) free, while we put a prohibitive
tariff on. whal thkey hava to sell? But

Settliers are all right.

thesa foralaners always were 4

In time, If necessary., accustom himself |

be made to produce music: all the doors |

General Alger Is to write a book about
the beef controversy. General Miles hns
probably prayed for this, for a long time,

If Buenoz Ayres expects to draw a
crowd to that war of hers she will have
to wait till after the Pan-American Ex«
position to pull it off.

At this rate, the Czar will soon be sing-
ing thut =ong of Tom Seabrooke's, whick
concludes, “In fact, there are only a hun-
dred girls In the world for me."

A Copnecticut couple walked 10 milea
in order to get married. They probably
deductad the milsage from the minister's
fee, with true Connecticut thrift,

Our old friend, John Smith has been
prostrated by the heat in several of the
Eastern citles. John contindes to hold tha
record for long distance ubiquity,

Perhaps there may be something In this
country Mr. Morgan would like to buy,
We nre short on art, but we manufacturg
an excellent guallty of gold bricks,

The bay who waked the papulace
With eannon bombs at dawn
Away to wards where stealthily

The nuree's tread I8 gone,
Dut still ths morning ls profaned
By him who moww the lawn

An Englishman staying at an Englis
inn ordered a bottle of wine for lunoheon,
but only comsumed a third of it at tha
meal. When he asked for the remainde
at dinner he was told that all wine lef
at table went to the walter as a perqulsitey
The landlord supporied this statemen
but when n summons wns issued for th
valte of the missing wine the claim and)
costs were pald,

There was a teachers’ institule the othe
day in Eldorade, Kan, and some of th
young men, habited In gorgeous shi
waists, took their seats in & row In thg
rear of the room. The instructions were
going along a few minutes later, Iher'l
the old professor looked over the top of
his spectacles and sald: "“"For this ques.
tion I would -llke an answer from one of
the young ladies in the back seat.” {

A physician who has recently returnad
from Pernla says that the natives still be-
lleve that human tears are a remedy for
certaln ehronle dlseases. At svery funeral
the bottling of the mourners’ tears !s one
of the chlief features of the ceremony.
Each of the mournera ls presented with a
sponge with which to mop his face and
eyes, and, after the burial, these sponges
are presented to the priest, who sqUeczow
the tears Into beolties, which he keeps.

A farmer named Hropff, in Dickinson
County, Kan., declared early in the Spring
that God informed him that the wheat
crop thils year would be a fallore, and to
praove his bellef In the revelation he sok
his own whent crop for §1 an acre, Th
crophaving turned out to be phenomenally
large, he was aaked the other day to say
something In regard to the matter, and
repiled: “I takeo it as a dispensation fromx
the Lord not to talk so much, and to ketp
to mys=elf hersafter what he tells me ™

FPhilip Senlor and Miss Lucile Eager, of
Paterson, N. J., were to have been mars
ried within a short time. For somg rea-
aon the match was broken off and the
cards recalled. Now, Miss Eager has
brought sult against the young man 1S
recover $i5 for & meals at the rate of 15
cents per meal, and 10 for money loaned,
Mins Eager declares that she i{s not sup«
plying meals to young men who do noi
mean busineas, and ahe wanls the monay,

"There iz always a scarcily of pennieg
In the West,” says an official of the Phil-
adeiphin Mint, “and a superabundance of
them in lhe East. Every little while tha
hanks out there set up a hoot and cry fo@
pennies, but our banks here are ever
glad to rid themselves of their surplus
age In these colns. It is diMcult to sey
why such a state of things should be
I'm sure & penny is just as dear to ths
Easterner's heart as to the Westerner's®
one would no more throw & penny away
than would the other: yat hare we always
have too many pennies; there they nevesrl
geem to have enough.”

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

Explained. — 1 never could see why they af-
ways called & boat ‘she.” " “"Evidently
have naver tried to stesr one."'—RBrookiya L
The Wonders of Nature —Huslksley—Why,
hardly knsw you. you've gol lo ook so round; *

Tyndle—The effect of square meals, my m.\

| Life

And That's No Joke—""1 sec that the distin-
gulshed guosts wore warmiy Meceived at the
club.”” ““Yes, the thermometer was at 8.
Claveland Plain Dealer j

Extraordinary Devetion.—""Why do you think
she la po desperately In love with Mim T She
welrs & color that lan't becoming ta her, be-
cause he likes L —Chicago Post.

A Haartfelt Lose —Casey—8o poar Cassidy s
dead? Bure, everybofdy will miss him! ¥Flan-
nigan—They will! He was the only man in
the war-rd thot everybody could lick ! —Puck.

Pertinent Suggestion.—"'1 wonder how a0
many forest fires osteh.” sald Mra MeBride.
“Porhaps they catch accidentally from the
mountain ranges.’’ sugsested Mr. MoBride —
Dotsoit Free Press,

An TUnselfish Boy — "Tommy," ‘said Mre
Glim, “you should not shoot your fire-crackers
In the house.' “"But 1 want you 1o enjoy them,
too, mamma.”' replied the thougbtful bay.—
Harlem Life.

“Johnuis, your hair & wel. You've beem
swimming again.” T fell In, ma™ ‘Non-
annse Your olothes are perfectly dyy.'"
‘“Yea'm. I know'd you diln't want ms to wag
em, 50 1 took ‘em off before I fell in.""—Tlt-
Bits,

““You ses, I'm famillar with your musie'™
remarked the amAteur planist after his per-
formance At the musicale. "It seems 80" M-
piiod the popular componer. “st any mte. yuu
took A great many lbertles with ."—Phila-
delphla Record

The Main Thing —Miss Sommergal—What
have you baen buying? Miss Ditlo-—A lot of
nice novels fur seashors readiag  Mise Sum-
mergal—What are they? Miss Ditto—I didn't
notice thelr names; bul they're all bSound g
gresn and will go well with aay gowa.' —Phll
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