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TRADE TROUBLES WITH RUSSIA.
A strange contention appears in our

diplomatic relations'. Secretary Gage Is
tc!d by the .Russian Minister of Fi-

nance that he has not correctly con-

strued the law of the United States as
to reciprocity In trade and countervail-
ing duties! Honce Russia justifies her
retaliatory action, and increases its se-

verities.
It is ?asy enough for any one ac-

quainted withjthe. 'English language
and witlrour fiscal system to ascertain
what our law means. But what is the
Russian Jaw? t proceeds upon a sys-
tem Incomprehensible to those npt ac- -
qualntedlwlth the methods dr Russian"
autocracy.

The main point in dispute is whether
the Russian bounty, paid to producers
of sugar, is a bounty on such sugar
when exported. Our law provides that
"whenever any country shall pay or
bestow, directly or Indirectly, any
bounty or grant upon the exportation
of any article or merchandise, then
there shall bfe levied and paid in all
such, cases in addition to the duties
otherwise imposed by this act an addi-
tional dtity .equal, to ..the, net amount
cf such bounty or 'grant, however the
same be paid, or bestowed." The law
further nrovldes that the Secretary of
the Treasury shall ascertain from time
to time fireltmdifht "oT such bounties
or grants, and shall make all needful
regulations for the cpllection of the ad-
ditional duties. -

Secretary Gage holds that the hounty
paid on Russian sugar Is practically
an export- - briunty; and he levies

on such sugar Import-
ed intothth United States. It is at
this pQint ,that. Secretary is told
Dy me itussjan mister that he mis-
construes ihe law of his own country.
For the contention . of . the Russian
Minister ''is' that the bounty on
production paid .by . Russia Is not
a bounty' on in name It is
not; in fact It is. A law practically
identical in terms with our own exists
in the Indian Emftire of Great Britain,
enacted in 1S99. The" British Council
having charge of customs administra-
tion has given Jt precisely the same
construction 4is that adopted by Secre-
tary Gage and the Board of General
Appraisers, viz., that it covers a
"bounty or grant" such as that be-
stowed by the Russian law. This de-
cision is not based, as commonly as-
serted, on the mere fact that Russia
remits, oh "exportation, her internal
revenue tax; on sugar, but upon that
fact, takruln connection with the in-
genious syslamTbC regulation by- which
this Is accomplished through the grant-
ing of transferable , certificates which
are sold in the market, and have a
standard price on the St6ck Exchange
of that country. This' cunningly de-
vised system .makes an actual export
bounty. -

Our law"Is"mandat6ry also as to the
duty on petfroleum-an- d the collection
at our customnouses of countervailing
duties on other products equal to the
"bounties paid by the countries from
which they come. Russia now levies
an import duty on our petroleum, and
Secretary Gage has accordingly or-
dered the same duty- - to be levied on
Russian petroleum, though none Is Im-
ported. In retaliation Russia has raised
the duty ,on resins and bicycles, and
probably4 will go much further. Many
branches- - of trade doubtless will suffer.
In his action as to sugar,- - Secretary
Gage seems to be justified;, but as jtp
netroleum. since we imnort nnne fmm
Russia, tte annears unnecessarilv to
have provoked retaliation.

Some time ago a solicitor for a New
York commercial journal, which has
little business or recognition at home,
came to Portland begging for subscrip-
tions and advertisements for his paper.
A warning by The Oregonlan" against
this paper and its methods was little
heeded, dnd the solicitor entered a lot
of subscriptions and advertisements at
Portland; put the money or contracts
therefor Iln his pocket, and went his
way. At- - othe,nlaees- - he, also gathered,
in" "business," as .it ,npw appears, ont
condition? hafh'is paper should "be used
for blttefr and malignant attacks on
Portland; in attempts to injure its rep-

utation and commerce. Naturafly this
does not please those whom he buncoed
out of their nfttoey here; 'though at
some other places tfiereare those who
are highly gratified" with ft. No real
hurt will be done, because the paper
is insignificant and Portland has beeri
subjected' to similar attacks at frequent
intervals '.cliirjns '"10le .Mstoix. But.

the paper Is hearing from thdse who
were fooled and betrayed by It. They
did not, ,Indeed, Imagine that the paper
would be of any service to them per-
sonally, or that their advertisements
In It would do anything for them In the
way of business, but regarded their
payments as subsidies to it, in return
for the great things the agent prom-
ised In publication of commercial news
"from Portland. They now "withdraw
their confidence."

TARIFF REFORM.

It Is barely four years since the Ding-le- y

high-tari- ff law was enacted, but to-

day a formidable agitation for its mod-
ification has begun within the Republi-
can party. Congressman Dalzell, the
representative of the manufacturing in-

terests of Pennsylvania, is reported to
be alarmed at the strength of the Bab-coc- k

anti-tru- st bill among the rank and
file of the party at the West, and pre-
dicts that this and other measures to
deprive the trusts of tariff protection
will split the Republican party. The
very fact that such a bill is offered by
the chairman of the Republican Con-

gressional Committee proves the exist-
ence of deep dissatisfaction in the Re-

publican party over the use the trusts
are making of the Dingley law.

The trouble anticipated by Mr. Dal-
zell will not take place at the East,
where the protected interests, within
or without the trust, are dominant In
the party councils and the unprotected
interests are too small, and feeble to
force recognition. But among the
Western Republicans there is sure to
be serious revolt. .The West has never
been the stronghold of protectionism.
Until the moral Issue of slavery became
dominant the great states of the West
were stiffly Democratic on the tariff
Issue in the days when a protective
tariff was a cardinal doctrine with the
Whig party. In the days of the Morrill
war tariff the Western Republicans
were always for tariff reform and lower
duties. Senator Allison, of Iowa, was a
conspicuous low-tari- ff man. When the
Democrats In 1894 enacted a lower tariff
the Eastern Republicans attributed the
hard times which followed to the low
tariff, but the Western Republicans
considered the demonetization of silver
and the scarcity of gold as the cause
of business depression. The prospect
that the Western Republicans are dis-
posed to move for tariff reform and re-

duction Is naturally causing anxiety
among the Republican leaders at the
East. The report that Babcock will be
punished by removal from the ways
and means committee and from the
chairmanship of the Congressional
campaign committee will never be veri-
fied by the event, for of course Bab-
cock knows that the Republican" West
is strongly behind him and his bill, or
he would never have presented it Fur-
thermore, there is nothing new in Bab- -
cock's proposition, for more than ten
years ago John Sherman said in the
Senate that he would vote to repeal
every shred of protection enjoyed by
any trust or combination.

Passing from Representative Bab
cock to the President, It Is clear that
McKinley's plea for the ratification of
the pending reciprocity treaties Is caus-
ing alarm among the Republican lead-
ers at the East United States Senator
Aldrlch Is reported to have recently
urged the President not to renew his
recommendation of the French treaty.
The Eastern Republicans, who are
voiced by the Home Market Club, had
a controversy In January last with
Hon. John A. Kasson, an Eastern-bor- n

but Iowa-bre- d Republican, to whom the
President had referred the protest of
the club against the French treaty for
reply. The Home Market Club argued
that the pending treaties, and particu-
larly the French treaty, were most ob-

noxious, because they "are not based
upon the true principle of reciprocity,
which is the exchange on favorable
terms of dissimilar and
products, and that, on the contrary,
they are based upon the principle of
free trade, and will Introduce a dam
aging If not ruinous competition." Mr.
Kasson at once disposed of this defini-
tion of the Home Market Club by quot-
ing the language of the McKinley tariff
law, which authorized the negotiation
of treaties with countries producing
sugar, molasses and hides, all of which
are produced by the United States.

At the Detroit meeting of the Manu-
facturers' Association in favor of reci-
procity, among its leading advocates
were protectionists of Pennsylvania and
the West, who strongly supported "the
movement for softening our tariff rela-
tions with foreign countries." Mr. San-
ders, of New York, said that the time
had come, in his opinion, for protecting
our full-grow- n industries by open mar-
kets instead of protecting infant ones
by the policy of exclusion. A member
from Michigan said that "the time had
passed when a high tariff was a benefit
to American manufacturers." Recipro-
city even was not satisfactory to many
speakers. It was too slow. A New
York delegate urged the Indorsement
of the Babcock bill for free trade in
steel trust products, and declared that
there are "clouds of tariff revision In
the sky," which betokened a storm;
that if the tariff should not be revised
by Its friends, It would be overturned
by its enemies, who would lose no op-
portunity to point out "Its weakness
and Its fraud." This was the language
of a convention of protected manufac-
turers, speaking of the present tariff.

The position taken by these protected
manufacturers is that the Nation had
outgrown the Dingley tariff, which
stood In the way of the enlargement
of the forejgn trade and was being, used
to foster and benefit monopoly. The
resolutions adopted favored reciprocity
and opposed a tariff which nourished
monopolies. The action of this conven-
tion Is a revelation that the eyes of
manufacturers are no longer fixed ex- -

t cluslvely on the home market, but in
uuuc " "c" WiWB Ui VJBlu" "e iw- -
eign marKets. ne manufacturers see
that foreign markets cannot be cap-
tured by prohibitory duties which Im-
pair the buying power of those mar-
kets and provoke such retaliatory meas-
ures as have already been imposed by
Germany and Russia. It Is a signifi-
cant fact that A. B. Hep'burn, a former
Republican Controller of the Currency,
in speaking at the London commerce
dinner, quoted the chairman of the Re-
publican Congressional Committee In
support of his statement that "the
tariff will be taken off from all

trust commodities, and our abil-
ity to produce has so largely outgrown
our capacity to consume that the open
door is rapidly becoming the shibbo-
leth of America."

Why should the committee on rivers
and harbors spend a day of precious

vtlme looking over the farms and or
chards of the "Willamette Valley after
having once traversed the whole length
of the Valley on the way to Portland?
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The avowed purpose of the committee
Is to gain Information that shall 'enable
it to act unders'andlngly on appropria-
tions for the benefit of navigation.
There is no question about the volume
of traffic or the productiveness of the
Willamette "Valley, which have a cer-
tain Influence on appropriations for the
improvement of the Columbia River.
Less Is known about the resources of
the great interior Columbia Basin,
which are also to be served by the
mighty waterway, and there would be
more sense In showing the committee
Eastern Oregon, Eastern Washington
and Idaho. But-th- day's excursion In
the Willamette Valley promises to ren-
der impossible a trip of the committee
up the Columbia River, even to look at
the Cascade lock's and the proposed
Improvement at the dalles. This over-
sight of those responsible for the itin-
erary Is to be regretted. We are very
glad to show our state to visitors and
to make their stay among us pleasant
as possible, but for visitors having
such an official mission as the members
of this committee have it would seem
altogether more appropriate and useful
to show them the needs of navigation
on the Upper Columbia, as well as on
the lower river, than to take them on
an excursion through a valley of ac-

knowledged richness and beauty like
the "Willamette. If there were time for
all this, well and good; but the com
mittee gives us only a scant two days,
barely enough to Inspect the Columbia
from its mouth to the falls of Celllo,.
and that Is the urgent thing to attend
to. It will be very unfortunate If the
trip up the Columbia shall be sacri-
ficed for a picnic In the Willamette
Valley.

A QUESTION OF FACT.
John G. Woolley, on Monday evening,

in his argument for prohibition, de-

nied that the abolition of the canteen
had already caused glnrnllls to multiply
In the vicinity of Armyposts, and cited
several Instances where doing away
with the canteen had accomplished
good. This is a question of fact, not a
mere matter of opinion. No one can
read the reports which Chaplain C. C.
Pierce has sent to the War Depart-
ment from Fort Myer without realizing
that the abolishing of the canteen feat-
ure of the post exchange has had a
disastrous effect at Army ppsts. Chap-
lain Pierce IS a graduate of a New Jer-
sey State Normal School, of the Wes-leya- n

University, Illinois; Shurtleff Col-

lege, Illinois, and the Kansas Theo-
logical School. He entered the Army
as Chaplain of the Ninth Cavalry, in
1882; resigned In 1884; was appointed
Post Chaplain In 1888, so that he has
had an experience of fifteen years of
Army life. As a clergyman In good
standing his testimony ought to be as
weighty as that of a fluent prohibition
demagogue, who Is so reckless in his
language that he stigmatizes as "red-nos- ed

physicians" the members of the
National convention that voted In favor
of the restoration of the canteen. Chap-

lain Pierce, In a report dated April 1,
says:

In my report to the Adjutant-Genera- l, one
year n?o. I prophesied most unfavorable re-

sults In the event of abolishing the post ex-

change system In the Army, as was then pro-

posed by zealous prohibitionists and saloon-
keepers. Unfortunately, the plan of these mis-

guided people. Inspired, perhaps, by misleadi-
ng: statements from some who have been
fighting: the canteen for years, was adopted
by Congress. The closing of the establishment
In this post has been followed by the very
unhappy results which I predicted. The dlvo
business on the outskirts of tho post Is begin-
ning to "thrive; men are tempted away from
their quarters: the evil can no longer be regu-
lated by military control: and thqre has been
no time in my 14 years of service when so
many whisky flasks and bottles were smuggled
into the barracks as now. In my Judgment,
the advocates of the abolishment of the ex-
change are responsible for the lowering of the
moral tone of garrisons

This was the state of things on April
1 last at Fort Myer, Va. During the
two months following Chaplain Pierce
has had ample time to study the effect
of the absence of the canteen, and his
last report shows that the bad' results
became more and more apparent; that
a large number of soldiers were tried
for misconduct, and that the officers
were baffled in their efforts to main-
tain discipline and good order. We
commend to the Ignorant or Infatuated
enemies of the canteen this passage
from the report of Chaplain Pierce,
dated. June 1:

The bad results of the abolishment of the
post exchange have been even more apparent
than In the preceding month. Fully 50 trials
of enllsed men followed pay-da- and the re-

sults, In general, were by far the worst that
I have sen In more than 14 years of service.
The tfflcers have accepted the law In good
faith, but their labors In enforcing discipline
have bien vastly Increased by the
campaign which deprived the Army of the can
teen. Personally, 1 do not need the canteen,
but I bplleye It to be promotive of temperance
and sobriety among the men, and I hope an
effort may be made to restore It. Congiess
can wcil ifford to Ignore the mere theorists,
wh care nothing about the Army, and rflve.
heed to .the advice of those who are more fa-

miliar Uth the practical conditions of military
life and who are charged most directly with
the morale and discipline of the men.

Candid men who read this report of
a clergyman of excellent antecedents,
who has spent nearly fifteen years in
the Army, will be disposed to agree
with his conclusion that the abolition
of the canteen has really played Into
the hands of local saloonkeepers.
Chaplain Pierce is not a professional
prohibitionist, but his reputation as a
man of veracity, sobriety and unblem-
ished character, joined to his excep-

tional opportunity for personal obser-
vation, make him a far more credible
and weighty witness than is " Mr.
Woolley, who, like all passionate re-

formers, is prone to the vice of exag-
geration in his speech and perversion
In his statements. Lurid speech and
gross- - exaggeration Is the stock In trade
of the average "moral reformer."

WESTERN OREGON'S PROGRESS.
It is a mistake to suppose that the

Willamette Valley lags far in tfie rear
of the car of prpgress. Envious or dis-

gruntled persons may heap opprobrium
on the conservatism of Western Ore-
gon, humorists may joke about It, but
the people attend to their affairs and
are prosperous and happy to a degree
that is not exceeded elsewhere. Jokes
and gibes do not disturb their serenity
of temper or their peaceful Industry.
They go right ahead tilling their broad
acres, increasing their herds and flocks,
and turning out flour and lumber and
butter and cured fruit, and girls and
boys that beat the Nation. They may
not be up to Ihe latest freak of fash-Io- n

in all things, and they are not
breeding dudes and dolls to vex the
world, but the inhabitants of the Wil-
lamette Valley are a solid lot, and they
are making commendable progress.

One familiar with the conditions a
decade ago cannot fail to note the great
change that has taken place in Willam-
ette Valley industries and life. Mod-
ern improvements have come in and
quite transformed many localities.
Nothing has worked: more notable
change than the creamery industry,
which has attained, important propoiv

tlons under the intelligent encourage-
ment of the Southern Pacific Company.
In former years it was regarded aa
wastefulness tb pasture cattle on im-

proved meadow; now the practice is
common, and it is found to pay. The
silo is used to prepare food for cows.
Considerable attention Is given to
breeding dairy cows, and they are cared
for-l- n a manner that makes them yield
profit. And this Industry Is only just
fairly started.

Farmers do not now favor volunteer
crops of grain. They know they can
get better results by intelligent culture.
They are beginning to raise corn and
make It pay. Advanced methods in hop
culture and fruitgrowing and curing
are coming into vogue. The people
generally are quite taken with the
spirit 'of modern enterprise, and they
are bringing this richest of valleys up
to the degree of frultfulness that the
world demands of It They don't care a
hill of beans for empty show, but as a
solid agricultural community they
shine.

The young woman who adds to the
social sin of unwedded motherhood the
crime of selling her infant to a China-
man is a creature so lost to all sense
of duty, all Instincts of humanity, that
it is impossible to characterize her In
words. There is but one creature in
the world to whom she is superior
the father of the luckless infant thus
sold into degradation and slavery who
by the abandonment of the mother of
his child paved the way for her offense.
While the public mind turns with
loathing from the Chinese foster-paren- ts

In a case of this kind, It must in
all justice be conceded that these ed

heathen are the least reprehensi-
ble of the parties concerned In the mat-
ter. Indeed, one may well pity the Chi-

nese mother who, according to her
light, did her duty by the child that
came, into her possession by purchase;
who loves the little one tenderly and
suffers the parrgs of real grief in part-
ing with her. In the rescue of this
infant all humane people, will rejoice,
wondering shudderlngly the while
whether there are not other white girl
babies In the purlieus of Chinatown
In this city foredoomed to lives of deg
radation as chattels of an alien race.

The Government will soon be paying
$1,000,000 a year on account of the war
with Spain". The Pension Office returns
now show tha the payroll Is about
$831,750. The total applications for pen-
sions up to June 1 on account of this
war was 37,095. They are now coming
in at the rate of 1400 a month. The
June returns will doubtless show a
great increase In the number of appli-
cations. This Is due to the fact that an
army erf pension attorneys has massed
at San Francisco and make It their
business to corral the mustered-ou- t sol-

dier and see that he becomes an appli-
cant at once for the Government's
bounty. It makes little difference, they
assure him, whether he is sick or has
been wounded In the servicer he has
undoubtedly filled his system with
germs of future trouble, which, when
they have Incubated a. sufficient time,
will appear as rheumatism, defective
vision, deafness, and all the other ills
flesh Is heir to. They warn him tha3
other men are 'applying, and that ntV
is the appointed time; they will of
course, take the case on commission.

The Seattle tragedy Is another scene
in a dirty political fight In which the
Immediate cause of contention was
gambling patronage. This was ostensi-
bly a local matter, but It Is of state-
wide significance because of ftB rami-
fications among politicians who are
struggling for control of Federal pat-
ronage and a seat In the United States
Seriate. It Is a desperate gang, and it
resorts to desperate methods. The pub-
lic will waste little" sympathy upon
either the officer deposed for taking
money from shameless lawbreakers or
tfhe professional gambler who killed him,
though there will be Interest to see If
the slayer be properly dealt wlthv So
long as any considerable wing of Wash-
ington politics is dominated by a gang
of ruffians, such scenes may be ex-

pected. Will such methods gain
strength for the faction that promotes
them?

The report that the yeomanry are
likely to decrease rather than increase
under the army reform scheme of Mr.
Brodrlck, the British Secretary of
War, and that recruiting for the regu-- f
lar army continues unsatisfactory, ln
spires the apprehenr-lon- , expressed by
the English newspapers and magazines,
that conscription must be resorted to
if the ranks of the new army corps!
provided by the Brodrlck bill, are not
readily filled under the volunteer sys-
tem. Military experts feel that con-
scription Is .Inevitable if the pay of the
private is not increased. Lord Raglan
not long ago saftl publicly that compul-
sory military service would not be long
In coming, since he did not believe the
soldier's wages would be raised to the
level of that of the Army of the United
States.

The proposal that Portland shall be
cut off from communication by the
river with the sea and no longer be
a. port, ahd that th'e course of devel- -
opment based on the' natural features'
of the country, that was begun here
sixty years ag6, shall now be aban-
doned, turned back, changed or given
up, cannot be expected to get much
countenance In Portland; and It will get
as little from the masses of the people
of Oregon. The detractors of Portland
will find that the old town has fighting
blood in its veins, and more of It than
ever; before

Brown University on the 19th inst.
conferred the degree of LL. D. upon
Lleutenant-Gener- al Miles, "fearless
fighter In early life against the Indians,
heroic leader in our Civil War, Com
manding General in our war with
Spain, In all war and In all peace,
brave, Incorruptible, stainless and
true." Dartmouth gave the degree of
doctor of laws to General Sherman,
and Harvard gave the same degree to
General Andrew Jackson and to Gen-
eral George G. Meade.

Stockmen of the Northwest await
with Interest the lasue of the promised
bulletin of the Agricultural Department'
on poisonous plants from data gathered
by Professor Chestnut on his recent
tour through Oregon, Washington and
Idaho. Knowledge here, as elsewhere,
Is power, and from the data thus fur-
nished stockmen will learn much to
their profit, both in preventive and rem-
edial lines.

"Private Dalzell" writes the New
Tork Sun that the G. A. R. will dom-
inate the next National Republican
Convention, and is likely to cast its in-

fluence for Forafcer-- or Roosevelt. . ., -

ANGLO-SAXO- N MKTH RVT.
N

San Francisco Call.
Canada is dissatisfied1 with the census

returns of her population. While t.e
complete returns have not yet been com-

piled, the results of the count thus far
lead to the "conclusion that instead of a
population of upward of 6.000,000,

as was axDected. the returns will
show hardly more than 5,500,000.

The most depressing feature of
the count, however, is the revelation that
while the birth rate of the French cle-

ment of the population is high, that of
the British races In the Dominion has
fallen during the past decade much be-

low what it was in former years.
The diminished birth rate of the Brit-

ish Canadians is regarded by students of
population as the more significant because
It corresponds with a similar decline
among the British peoples of other coun-
tries. In the New England States, for
example, it has long been noted that the
old families of "native Ameri-cans"-th- at

Is to say, the people of Brit-
ish descent have actually ceased to mul-

tiply, and In some New England localities
the death rate amene them is higher than

I the birth rate. The recent census in Eng
land snows mat tne mrin ruie uicic m
1899 was but 29.3 per MXM Inhabitants a
as compared with 35.6 in 1878. Further-
more, Australian reports show a decrease
in the birth rate there. Thus it appears
that in old "England and in New England,
in the climate of Canada and in the cli-

mate of Australia, and under all the vary-
ing conditions of those widely separated
countries, the Anglo-Sax- on birth rate has
begun to fall below the standards of the
past.

From these figures some philosophers
draw the conclusion that the British race,
like the French, has passed the period of
Its highest fertility and has started on
the decline. It may be the facts cited can
be explained upon some other hypothesis
than that of a diminished fertility, but if
so. it is curious that the diminution should
have occurred so generally in all parts
of the world wher.e the British races have
settled and colonized. The one fact that
stands In opposition to the theory is that
the birth rate among the whites of the
Southern States, who arc an almost pure-

ly British people, having but little admix-
ture from foreign immigration, continues
to be large. In other sections of the Unlcn
the descendants of the original British
colonists have been so blended with other
races that their birth rate can hardly be
considered In thla connection. "We have,
then, the facts that outside the South the
birth rate of the British races and their
descendants, when unmixed with other
races, has declined In all parts of the
world, and It would seem, therefore, that
tho theory of a loss of fertility Is not an
unreasonable one.'

It would be a curious thing if the Anglo-Saxo- n

rnce. which has met the new cen-

tury with the proud fxpectatlon of dom-

inating the "world before the century
closes, should suddenly cease to multiply
In proportion to other races and lose its
nrostlee amonsr the people of the earth.
It Is to be noted there is no diminution
of the b'rth rate nmontr the Italians or
the Germans. The rapid Increase of the
Italian rnco of recent years has been. In
fact, one of the marvels of Europe. In
spite of a heavv emigration that has car-

ried millions of Italians Into every pro-

gressive countrv in Europe and to all parts
of North nnd South America, the popula-
tion of Italv has in 20 years advanced
from 21.000.f0O to T.'.OOO.OOO. There has been
of late much talk of "decadent" races,
and now the statistical experts are Inti-

mating, that the mirhty Anglo-Sax- on may
haveyto be Included among them.

.

FRUITAGE OF SOCIALISM. 1

Steady ProsrcH in France Tivonril
the BottomleuM Pit.

Chicago Chronicle.
France his made more concessions to

socialism in its various guises than any
other country.

It declined to refund the public debt at
a lower rate of interest, as it could easily
have done, for fear of offending the mul-

titude of small holders of the Government
obligations. It thus fell into the mode
of socialism which seeks to favor people
of small means as distinguished from
men of large means at the expense of the
masses.

By way of amends It has gone deeper
Into socialism and undertaken savings
bank and pension schemes for the sup-

posed benefit of the "tolling millions." All
this has made it necessary to Increase
the public debt year after year. Now, in
order to pay the interest and keep up the
various establishments more or less so-

cialistic in their character, it becomes
necessary to Increase the burdens of tax-
ation very largely.

Thls has been foreseen by all competent
students of economics as Inevitable, but
warnings have done no good. Now the
consequences begin to loom up, and
statesmen and people are becoming
alarmed.

The Echo de Paris prints an article
showing that the growing government
burdens due to the Increasing practlep of
state socialism Is driving capital out of
the country. It states that at the begin-
ning of the present year the Bank of
France held $212,300,000 in deposits and se-

curities, while on the 15th of June it held
less than $96,500,000. "The difference."

'

says the Echo, "has gone Into foreign in-

vestments."
This movement is by no means con-

fined to the funds held by the Bank of
France. M. Moi30nt. president of the
French Chamber of Commerce. Is quoted
as saying: "The fact is, our capitalists
have no confidence in the Government
since it started in its reckless cam-
paign. Every day large sums of money
pass abroad for the use and development

iof other countries."

The Same Old Howl.
Washington Star.

And yet the racket about "Imperialism."
and "crown colonylsm," and all the other
stupid Isms of the hour will be kept up.
We shall be told that, even In part con-
ceding success In Porto Rico, wc shall
surely fall in the Philippines. The dif-

ficulties there are Insurmountable. The
people wllr not have us. The American
flag Is hateful to their sight. It must
come down. We must withdraw. The wel-

fare of the archipelago, the welfare of the
United States, the peace and progress of
the world, alike demand that American
authority in the Philippines be brought
to a lose as speedily as possible.

But' who are urging this? A number
of badly rattled politicians, who, having
failed to secure control of this govern-
ment In 1896, and in 1900, are now scouring
the earth for an Issue for 1904. Free sliver
in 1896. The Man on Horseback in 1900.

American Incompetency In 1904. Great
platforms! Two have been knocked- - Into
smithereens, and the third deserves no
better fate.

Free Trade With Porto Rico.
Springfield Republican.

Free trade with Porto Rico seems to be
near at hand. This Is indicated In a call
for a special session of the island Legisla-
ture to meet on July 1 for the purpose,
apparently, 6f giving formal notice to
Washington that the revenues have been
put in condition so as to afford support to
the government without the , customs
duties on commerce with the United
States. The Foraker act provides that
when formal notice Is made of such a
situation the President shall proclaim
free trade with Porto Rico. It Is a long
way round in getting In touch with plain
duty, but we are at last about there.

He Will Know More. N
New York Evening Sun.

Colonel Bryan is negotiating with a
Brooklvn second-han- d bookseller for -

complete edition of the works of T. Jef-
ferson. After he has read through the
set the Colonel will probably conclude
very saldly that the man who wrote the
Declaration of Independence was the orig
inal expansionist. At any rate, he will
stop talking gllbely of "Jeftersonlan doci

Itrlne&r1- '- ..- - -

COMPETITION' NOT SUITRESS'-- D.

Chicago Evening Post.
That monopoly is a practical impossi-

bility In the United States, owing to the
wealth, activity, enterprise and political
conditions of the country. Is a familiar
statement to Intelligent students of the
trust problem. Certain recent develop-
ments tend to emphasize and Illustrate
the truth of this somewhat optimistic
view. No Industrial event has attracted
more attention than the creation of the
"bllllon-dollar- " steel combination, and at
first the general belief not to say fear-w- as

that in the steal industry, at any rate,
competition would be totally wiped out.

But what are the facts? According to
the New York Journal of Commerce, there
has been a rapid Increase in the organiza-

tion of new competition for the great
steel corporation. The aggregate capital-

ization of the new companies, together
with the additions to the capital stock
and bonds by the older Independent com-

panies, amounted a week or two ago to
over $137,000,000. Several new iron and
steel concerns have been incorporated
since, tne most Important of these being

sheet mill plant near Parkersburg,
W. Va.

Formerly plants were erected not for
the purpose of maintaining actual compe-
tition with trusts, but in order to compel
the latter to nbsorb them at a handsome
profit to the owners. But this is not the
case today. There is not the slightest
reason to doubt that, on the one hand, the
United States Steel Corporation has no
Intention of undertaking to destroy or
"assimuiate" its numcious rivals, and, on
the other, that the competing concerns
will continue to exist and find plenty of
profitable business. And this situation
will prevent an artificial rate of prices
and attempts to Impose upon consumers.

An Interesting report which, though
formally denied, has gained general cre-

dence is that the Pennsylvania Railroad
has secured control of a steel plant with
the view of insuring to Itself a means of
providing Its heavy annual requirements
of steel at a satisfactory price. A con-

sumer who buys 1C0.000 tons of rails a
year, especially in these days of "commu-
nity of Interest," will easily find a method
of protection against threatened monop-
oly. A great railroad system Is In a posi-

tion to acquire and operate a rail manu-
facturing plant.

In this and various other ways are the
designs of the more aggressive combi-
nations thwarted. In one word, compe-

tition is irrepressible, and In order to suc-

ceed the great trust must conform to the
economic theory that consolidation rests
on economy and superior efficiency rather
than on the power to oppress the con-

sumer and charge "what the traffic will
bear." In this connection .a statement In
rpp-ar- tn the doIIcv of the steel combina
tion is worthy of notice. It Is said that.
Instead of bidding for foreign orders only
when domestic business Is slack, the com-

bination Intends to devote steady atten-

tion to the export trade. This means
that American steelmakers can undersell
foreigners at all times and under ordi-

nary conditions without sacrificing prof-

its It means brisk and keen competi
tion at home and cultivation or ioreign
markets lor the disposal of the surplus
production. In such circumstances com-

bination is an unmixed benefit.

A FroKperoua Country.
New York Herald.

The resumption of dividends at the rate
of 2 per cent by the Mis-sou-

Pacific Railroad after a long period
of 10 years during which the road has paid
no profits to Its stockholders. Is an event
nf nnto nnd moment. It Is of Interest not
merely to the owners of shares in the rail
road, but to the whole country as souu
proof of the remarkable prosperity of its
industries. We are expanding toward the
southwest. This evidence of it is of higher
significance than a similar showing of in-

creased income from one of the great
grain-carryin- g roads of the northwest,
where a single big crop would swell earn
Ings. The new development In the south-
west is confined to no one staple; It Is

general; It implies the. actual building up
of the country. It means Increased con-

sumption of all our domestic products and
manufactures, new wealth created and
greater earning power for the nation as
a whole.

TurninR Afrnlnat Bryan.
Philadelphia Inquirer.

The friends of Mr. Bryan are not likely
to relish Chairman Jones announcement
that he will not be the next Democratic
candidate for the Presidency. The as-

sertion may,or may not be true. Nothing
Is more uncertain than politics. But
certainly the attitude of the Democratic
National Chairman cannot be construed
Into- - meaning that Bryan Is the Democ-
racy's only hope. The very reverse of this
theory is indeed the fact. Having twice
tried the Nebraska statesman and twice
followed him to inglorious defeat, both
the rank and file of the party tacitly ad-

mit his deficiencies as a leader, and while
at sea as to who the candidate should
be. are practically agreed that Bryan
won't do.

As io Third Term.
Boston Herald.

President Grant is on record as saying
that he never sought a first term in .the
Presidency, did not care much about the
second, and was content to let the people
have their will about the third. He would
not have taken the latter unless It should
have seemed to him to be an imperative
duty. President Cleveland, It will be re-

membered, took the first nomination with
the statement that he should not be a
candidate for a second term, but subse-
quently changed his mind on that point.

Tlii I News.
Atlanta Constitution.

Hon. Sidney Dell, formerly of Georgia,
Is trying to reform the commercial map of
Oregon. The Georgian Is a powerful man
on the slope.

"How Tildy Smith Cnn Play."
BWe Dudley In Leslie's Weekly.

Say, p'rhaps you've heard of Tildy Smith.
The belle of far and near;

The lady I've been goln' with
For ntgh on seven year.

It tva'n't her beauty won her fame.
It wa'n't her wlnnln way;

Planner music made her name.
You ought to hear her play.

Of course she ain't no Rubystlnt,
She's simply Til. you sec;

But I'd put up that colt o' mine
She's nigh as good as he.

She's got no Padcrcwskl frills.
Her fingers ain't so fleet;

But. land! there's Jest one tune o' Til's
That simply can't be beat.

"Why, whn sho sets before the grand
An tosses back her hair,

You'd think that Sousa's famous band,
Instld o TU wus there.

She starts the tuno out kind o slow,
To sort o' clear the track.

An' then before you really know.
She rips It up the back.

She'll make you think the soldier men
Are marchln past the place:

She'll hev you up behind ole Ben
An' nearly get the race.

She'll make yon think you're mighty glad
You're llvln": by and by

She'll git you feelln' fearful sad.
An' then you'll want to die.

An' next she feeds the birds a while
. Y,u almost see 'em 'round:
An' when you're Jest about to smile

bhe qulti 'em with a bound.
An' then the air gets f.ull o' dust.

The house begins to Jump,
An when you're Jest about to bust

She lands you with a bump.
K

n' when she quits an makes her bow
, Before the yellln' crowd.

.' That ole planner, yes, I vow,
' Is sort o looking proud.

You say you never heard o' Til?
That's queer. I'm bound to say.

WelU when you come to Stubblevilte
Drnn 'round an' hear her play.

' COMMENT. 'NOTE'AXI1 '

' Is It cold enough for you?

Now the Wild and Woolly JVeat la itself
again! t

Nature has the grace to weep" at' her
own unseemly conduct.

Br'er Hanna dictates Ohio-politi- just

4

f to keep in practice for the b'.g'ame.

The innocent bystander. It seems, came-u- p

from Kentucky in time to be In at the.

Seattle affair. .,

Dr. Dowle, continues .to lighten, the la-

bors of the man who will take, tH noxt
census of Chicago.

i
Mr. Wanamaker has been unablei'o add

a franchise department to
complete emporium. .,

Dawson has a sensational mjrder' '.rial.
All the luxuries of civilization may, now
be enjoyed in the frozen north.

Why do not the Kansas farmers detmnd
the free and unlimited coinage of coat?
They have plenty of it this year.

It's an 111 wind that blows nobody gexd.
The weather is the only thing: that majs
life worth living to the pessimist. t.

Mr. Bryan isn't ready to join a thirl
rarty. He nas still some finishing louche
to put on the wreck of the Democracy.!

ll 1

Richard Croker may never, return to
rsew xork. Look ac the opening for a
young man of his talentd in F!i!i.iJ.tU,n.UJ'--i

I cannot sing the old songs.
I know not what to do,

I .cannot aing the old sonjs,
Anu will not sing the nw. v,

Portland, June i'3 (To the Editor of Note
and Comment.) Why do jou kee kicking Jt
tho weather? Eoesn't H furnish yoj W

thrie-auartt- of your material for ikii'i-graph-s?

. FAIR PLAY.
Yes, but wo have to kep it stirred up

or it wouldn't be interesting.

Pcttigrew Is quoted by a.
Western friend as having- recently said to
him: "Whut I made during the recent
flurry In Northern Pacific was the result
of legitimate traniaction. I borrowed j

money and bought the stock on a tip giver
me. The actual stock was mine, and la
my possession. In the whole transaction.
1 was guilty of no act inconsistent with,
what I have stood for in the Senate. In
all my life I have never made a deaL
through a broker, nor ever bought a bit
of stock on margins."

There Is a curious combination tree in
West Stockbridge, Mass. It Is primnrilyj.
maple which measures, a foot from tho
ground, 12 feet 3 inches in circumference-Fiftee- n

fqer.from the ground' there are
one or two birch limbs gi owing, and hLjher
up are currant and raspberry busnes
which bear fruit each year. It Is not
stated whether the sugar made from its
sap has a raspberry llavor or the birch,
bark a currant color and taste, or the
berries a spicy tang of birch. I? Is very-old-

,

and bids fair to stand for many years
longer.

"Every Cuban must have hls helper."
says Jin Army oillcer who has been serv-

ing in the island. "You cannot hire a.
carpenter for an hour unless you pro-

vide him with a heiper to hand his ham-
mer and nails and talk to him- - In saw-

ing, the carpenter reverses the motion
used by the American carpenters. Co-
llars on mules are orn big end up. In
rowing a boat the oarsman pushed instead
of pulling. Theio are many, other habits
which strike Americans as equally
strange. It is a popular misconception
thar people in the tiopics cannot cat meat-A- ll

who can afford it buy meat.' But cnly
thc favored few can afford it. ' The chief,

subsistence of the natives is the sweet po-

tato, which is rank in its growth. Meat
costs 23 cent'j a pound, and, strange as it
may seem, Cuban butchers charge the
same for neck or hock that they do for
tcnaerloln. Meat is meat to tnem.

PLEASANTRIES OP PARAGUAPIIEUS

Hard to Pleafe. "I can't get on with that
young woman at all." "What's th trouble:'
'Oh. she get's mad when 1 say stir's mature;

and he gets mad when I say she's immature."
Detroit Free Press
"Oh, you cruel boy, to take thee eggs out

of the nest! Think of the poor mother bird
when she comes" "The mother bird's dead,
miss." "How do you know that?" "I see It
in jour hat!" Punch.

A Fund in Sight. "Harriet. let's give each
other a dime every time wc grumble about tho
heat." "No. Harry; you give me a dime every
t'me you say jou never grumble about the
heat." Chicego Record-Heral-

A Supreme Test. First Brewer I am going;

to advertise this beer as being able to with-

stand all climates. Second Brewer Are you.

sure It's true? "Yes. sir! I've kept a bottle
of I. In New York now for six weeks." Life.

Downlc (referring to the pleasant-face- d lady
who has Just passcd-A- my boy. I owe a.
great deal to that woman. Dorking Indeed I

She's not your mother. Is she? Downle So,
my landlady. Glasgow Evening Times.

Robbers and Robbers. "Henry, Henry,"
whispered the wife of the good citizen, "there's
a robber in the house." "Lots o' them." re-

plied Henry, sleepily, "in the House and Sen-

ate, too, but they ain't a circumstance to those
In city councils." Philadelphia Press.

To Be Humbled. "Bllgglns Is one of thosa'
pcoplo who think they know It all." "Never
mind." answered Mr. SIrlus Barker. "Prlda
goes before a fall. He has a daughter who
will soon be through school. He will sit and.
listen to her graduation essay and feel like

"Washington Star.
Time 100 years hence. Scene Liverpool.

Aged British Inhabitant (pointing to liner
steaming oui. of harbor) That boat, sir, 3

ono of the most remarkable vessels In this
country. Stranger Indeed! How Is that?
British Inhabitant It's the only British steam-

ship that doesn't belong to an American syn-

dicate. Fun.
--

The Czar's Xew Girl.
Pittsburg Chronicle Telegraph.

There Is grief at Pqterhof,
And great Mister Romanoff

Sadly mopes around with reeling all awhlrl
For he'd counted on a son.
And In fact had ordered one.

But the doctor brought around another girl.

Now his daughters number four.
And that's why the Czar Is sore

And at Intervals retires to sigh and groan;
For-h- long had thought with Joy
That the next would be a. boy.

And In time would take his seat upon tho
throne.

Then he's thinking of his woes
When the girls will have ahelr beaus,

Anl he'll have to sit up late to lock the door;
He could get along with two,
Even three he'd calmly view.

But he's In the dumps each time he thinks of
f"Ur.

The he thinks again and frowns
As ho counts the cost oC KQKns

And the other things his glils will soon re-

quire; ,

Each will want to cut a dash
That will take a lot of cash-- So

he thinks, and ever stroger" grows his lrel

Now 'tis feared the Czar Vlll fret
And at last so angry get'

That from Russia that poor doctor he will run;
And In exile far away
E'er thereaftpr make hlmjstay

Just because he didn't bring; around a son.

But don't do It. Romanoff,
For your subjects wouldibut scoff

'At you every time they'd hear the story told;
Be a father true and kind
To the little girls, and mind

That each one of them is worth her weight la
gold.

.r
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