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TRADE THOIBLES WITH RUSSIA,

A strange contention appears in our
diplomatic relations, Secretary Gage Is
told by the Russian Minlster of Fi-
nance that he has not correctly con-
strued the law of the United States as
to reciprocity in trade snd countervall-
ing dutiex’ "Heénce Hussin justifies her
retaliatosy action, and Increases jts se-
veritios,

it is dasy enbugH for any one ac-
quainted with_gthe Bnglish language
and withr our fiscal system to ascertain
what oug law means. But what Ix the
Russian daw? . Jt proeceells upon a sys-
tem incompredensible to those moet ac-
quiinted, with the methods of Russlan
Autacracy

The main point o dispute Is whether

| and

the paper Is hearing from those who
were fooled and betraved by It. They
414 not, indeed, imagine that the paper
would be of any service to them per-
sonally, or that thelr advertisements
in It would do anything for them In the
way of business, but regarded their
payments as subsidies to It, In return
for the great things the agent prom-
ised in publication of commercial aews
from Portiand They now “withdraw
their confidence.”

TARIFF REFORM.

It Is barely four years fince the Ding-
ley high-tariff law was enacted, but to-
day a formidable agitation for its mod-
ification kas begun within the Republi-
can party. Congressman Daleell, the
representative of the manufacturing in-
terests of Pennsylvania, is reported to
be alermed at the stremgth of the Bab-
cock antl-trust hiil among the rank and
file of the party at the West, and pre-
dicts that this and other measures to
deprive the trusts of tarlff protection
will split the Republican party. The
very fact that such a bill Is offered by
the chalrman of the Republican Con-
gressiocnal Committee proves the exist-
ence of deep dissatisfaction in the Re-
publican party over the use the trusis
are making of the Dingley law,

The trouble anticipated by Mr, Dal-
zell will not take place at the East,
where the protected interests, within
or without the trust, are dominant in
the party councils and the wnprotected
intergsts are too small. and feeble to
foree recognition, But among the
Western Hepublicans there s sure to
be serious revolt. ,The West has never
been the stronghold of protectionism.
Untll the moral issue of slavery became
dominant the great states of the West
were stiffly Democratic on the tariff
lssue—in the days when a protective
tariff was & cardinal doctrine with the
Whig party. Inthe days of the Morrill
war tariff the Western Republicans
wore aiways for tariff reform and lower
dutles. Senator Alllson, of Toya, was a
eonsplenous lJow-tariff man. When the
Democrats in 188 cnacted a lower tarift
the Eastern Republicans attributed the
hard times which followed to the low
tariff, but the Western Republicans
consldered the demonetization of sliver
the scarcity of gold as the cause
of business depression, The prospect
that the Western Republicans are dis-
posed to move for tariff reform and re-
duction is mnaturally causing anxlety
among the Republican ledders at the
East. The report that Baboock will be
punished by removal from the ways
#and means committee and from the
chairmaanship of the Congressional
campaign committee will never be veri-
fied by the event, for of course Bab-
cock knowe that the Republicad West
Is strongly behind him and his biil, or
he would never have presented t. Fur-
thermore, there is nothing new in Bab-
cock’s propogition, for more than ten
years ago John Sherman sald in the

Senate that he would vote to repeal |

every shred of protection enjoyed by
sny trust or combination.

Passing from Representative RBab-
eock to the President, It Is clear that

the Russian bounty, paid 1o producers
of sugar, ix a bounty on such sugat

when exported. Our law provides that { Ing alarm among the Republican lead-

“whenever any country shall pay or
bestow, ‘directly or (ndirectiy., any

bounty or grant upon the exportation |Ul“m-d the President not to renew his

of mny articie or merchandise,
there shall B’ levied and pald in all
such caspcs In addition to the dutics
otherwise lmposed by thils act an addi.
tlonal a@tty pqual the net amount
of such bounty or.grant, however the
same be:p®id or bestowed.” The iaw
further provides that the Seccretary of
the Treasuryr shall ascertain from time
to time ATEMMAM! T suck botntles
or granis, and shall make all peedful
regulations for the collection of the ad-
dittomnnl duties N

Secretary Gage holds fhat the bounty
pald on Russian sugar s practically
an export: boupty: and he levies coun-
tervalling duties on such sugar import-
ed Into,ibe UnMed States. It is at
thig point that Secretary ‘Gage is told’

then

to

by the Hussinn Minister thati he mis-
construes (he law of his own country.
For the coptentlon« of the Russlan |
Minister “¥s-thnt  the -bounty on
production pald.. by . Russin Is not
& bountyrom axport. In name it is
not; In fact 11 Is. A law practically

identical in terms with our own exlsts
n the Indlan Empire of Great Britain,
enncted in 1809, The British Council
kaving charge of customz adminisira-
tiom hag given [t preciscly the same
construction as that adopted by Secre.

tary Gage and the Board of General
Appralsers, wviz,. that It covers a
“bounty or grant” such as that be-
ritowed by the Nusslan law. This de-
cisiom Is not based, as commonly as-
serted, on the meore fact that Russin
remits, on  exportation, her iniernal

revenue fnx ot sugar, but upon that
fuct, tak®nin cafrectiqn with the in-
Eenious &S hl ofpRiAuUsn' by which
this s accomplished through the grant-
ing of transferable certificates which
sre in the market, and have a
standard price on the Stovek Exchange
of that couniry. Thi= cunningly de-
vised system mbkes an actiual export
bounty.

Our law I mandaléry also as to the
duty on patrolsum and the colisction
at our custhm-hotses of countervalling
duties on other products equal to the

soid

bountles pald by the countries from
which they oo Russia oow levies
an Import duty on our petroléum, and
Beoretary Gage has jaccordingly or-
dered the same duty lo be levied on

Russinn petroleum, though none Is Im-
ported. Im retaliation Russin has ralsed
the duty on resing and bicycles, and
probably will go much further. Many
branches of trade doubtless will suffer.
In his motion as to sugar, Secretary
Gage seams (0 be justified; but azs to
petroleurh, slnce we import none from
Rusxin, he appoars unnecessarily to
have provoked retaliatlon

-

Some time ago & solichhor for a New
York commercial Journal, which has
Httle business or recognition at home,
came to Portland begging for subscrip-
tions and advertisements for his paper.
A warning by The Oregonlan agalnst
this paper and lis meshods was little
heeded, dnd the salicitor entered a lot
of subscriptions and aﬂ\'erilgeqmms at
Portland, put the momey or &ontracts
therefor Jin his pocket, and went his
way. At othe; plages he also gathered
fd “business,” as il now appears, on
condition! that his paper should be used
for bitter and malisnant attacks on
Portland; In attempts to injure Iis rep-
utstion and commerce. Naturally this
does not please those whom he buncoed
out of their midney here;-though st
sdme other plafes there are those who
are bighly mratified with . Ne resl
Burt wil] be done, because the paper
is insignfcunt, and Portland has been
subjectedf to similar attaclks at frequent

intervals’ Quring its whole history. But.

| Th!‘

11.-[ treaties with countries producing

MeKinley's plen for the ratification of
the pending reciprocity treatles is caus-

ers at the East
Aldrich

United States Senator
is reported to have recently
recommendation of the French treaty.
Easterm Republicans, who are
voleed by the Home Market Club, had
a controversy In January last with
Hon, John A. Kasson, an Eastern-born
but Towa-bred Republican, to whom the
Fresident had referred the protest of
the club agalnst the French treaty for
reply. The Home Market Club argued
that the pending treaties, and particu-
larly the Freoch treaty, were most ob-
noxious, becaus: they *“‘are not based
upont the true prineciple of reciproecity,
which is the e¢xchange on favorable
terms of dissimilar and nen-competing
products, and that, on the contrary,
they are based upon the principle of
free trade, and will Introduce a dam-
aging If not ruinous competition.” Mr.
Rasson at once disposed of this definl.
tion of the Home Market Club by quot-
Ing the language of the McKinley tariff
law, which authorized the negotiation

sugar, molasses and hides, all of which
are produced by the United States,

At the Detroit meeting of the Manu-
facturers’ Assoclation in favor of reci-
procity, among (ts leading advocates
were protectionists of Pennsyivania and
the West, who strongly supported “the
movement for softening our tarilf rela.
tions with foreign countries.” Mr, San-
ders, of New York, said that the tlme
had come, in his opinion, for protecting
our full-grown Industries by open mar-
kets lnstead of protecting infant ones
by the polley of exclusion. A member
from Michigan sald that “‘the time had
passed when & high tariff was a benefit
to American manufacturers.” Recipro-
city even was nol satisfactory to many

Epeakers. It was too glow, A New
York delegate urged the indorsement
of the Babeock bIll for free trade in
stee] trust products, and declared that
therd are “clouds of tariff revision in
the =ky.,” which betokened a storm;
that if the tariff should not be revised
by its friends, It would be overturned
by its enemies, who would lose ne op-
portunity to point out “its woeakness
and Its fraud.” This was the lJanguage
of a convention of protected manufac-
turers, speaking of the present tariff.
The position teaken by these protected
manufacturers is that the Natlon had
outgrowan the Dingley tariff. which
stood In the way of the enlargement
of the forgjgn trade and was being used
to foster and benefit monopoly. The
resolutions adopted favored reciprocity
and opposed & tariff which nourished
monapolles. The action of thix conven-
tion I= a revglation that the eyves of
manufaciurers are no longer fixed ex-
cluslvely on the home market, but In-
clude in thelr circle of vislon the for-
¢ign markets, The manufacturers see
that foreign markets cannot be cap-
tured by prohibitory dutles which Im-
palr the buying power of those mar-
kets and provoke such retallatory meas.
ures as have already been Imposed by
Germany and Russin. It {a a sigunif-
cant fact that A, B, Hepburn, a former
Republican Controller of the Currency,
In epeaking at the London commerce
dinner, quoted the chalrman of the Re-
publican Coagressional Committee In
support of his etatement that “the
tariff will be taken off from ail so-
called trust commodities, and our abil-
ity to produce has so largely outgrown
our capacity to consume that the open
door is rapidly becoming the sghibbo-
leth of America.”

Why should the committes on rivers
and bharbors spend a day of precious
time Jooking over the farms and or-
chards of the Willamette Valley after
having once traversed the whole length

of the Valley on the way to Portiand?

The avowed purpose of the commitiee
I= to gain Information that shall ‘enable
it to act unders*andingly on approprie-
tions for
There s no questlon about the volume
of traffic or the productiveness of the
Willamette Valley, which have a cer-
tain influence on appropriations for the
fmprovement of the Columbia River.
Less I8 known about the resources of
the great
which are also to be served by
mighty waterway, and there would be
mare sense In showing the commities
Eastern Oregon, Eastern Washington
and Idaho. Bui the day's excursion in
the Willamette Valley promises to ren-
dér imposaible a trip of the committee
up the Columbia River, even to look at

sight of those responsible for the Itin-
erary is to be regretted. We are very
glad to show our state to visitors and
| to make their stay among us pleasant
| a8 possible,
such an official mission as the membersa

all this, well and good; but the com-

| Tha (Moers have accepled the law

the benefit of navigation.

interfor Columbia Basin,

the

the Cascade locks mnd the proposed
Improvement at the dalles. This over-

but for wisitors having

of this committes have It would seem
altogether more appropriate and useful
to show them the needs of navigation
on the Upper Columbla, as well as on
the lower river, than to take them on
an excursion through a valley of ac-
knowledged richness and beauty like
the Willamette, If there were time for

mittee gives us only a scant two days,
barely enpugh to Inspect the Columbla
from its mouth to the falls of Celllo,
and that is the urgent thing to attend
to, It will be very unforiunate If the
trip up the Columbia shall be sacrl-
ficed for & pimic In the Willametite
Valley.

A QUESTION OF FACT.

John G. Woolley, on Monday evening,
in his argument for prohibition, de-
nled that the abolition of the canteen
had already cauosed glomllls to multiply
In the vicinity of Army posts, and cited
several Instances where doing away
with the canteen had asccomplished
good. This Ir a question of fact, not &
mere metter of opion, No one ean
read the reports which Chaplain C. C,
Pierce has sent to the War Depart-
mont from Fort Myer without realizing
that the abolishing of the canteen foat-
ure of the post exchange has had a

tioaas under the intelligent encournge-
ment of the Southern Pacific Company.
In former years it was regerded as
wastefulneas 1o pasture cattle on im-
proved meadow; now the practice is
common, and it Is found to pay. The
silo 18 used to prepare food for cows.
Considerable attentlon s given to
breedlng dalry cows, and they are cared
for in a manner thnt makes them yield
profit. And this industry is only just
fairiy started.

Farmers do not now favor velunteer
crops of grain. They know they can
get better results by intelligent culture.
They are beginning to ralse corn and
make It pay. Advanced methods in hop
eulture and frultgrowing and curing
are coming into vogue, The people
generally are quite taken with the
epirit fof modern enterprisze, and they
are bringing this richest of valleys up
to the degree of frultfulness that' the
world demands of it. They donh't care a
hill of beans for empty show, but as &
solid agricultural commuaity they

ahine.
—_—

The young woman who adds to the
soclal &in of unwedded motherhood the
crime of selling her infant to 'a China-
man Is a creature so lost to all sense
of duty, all instincts of humanity, that
It is Impossible to characterize her In
words. There is but one creature In
the world 10 whom she Is superior—
the father of the luckless Infant thus
sold into degradation and slavery—who
by the abandonment of the mother of
hia child paved the way for her offense.
While the public mind turng with
lonthing from the Chinese foster-par-
ents in & case of this kind, It must in
all justice be conceded that these so-
called heathen are the least reprehensi-
ble of the partles coneerned in the mat-
ter. Indeed, one may well pity the Chi-
neee mother who, according to her
light, did her duty by the chlid that
came into her possession by purchase,
who loves the little one tenderly and
suffers the pangs of renl grief In part-
ing with her. In the rescue of this
Infant all humane people. will rejolee,
wondering  shudderingly the while
whether there are not other white girl
bablea in the purlieus of Chinatown
In this clty foredoomed to lives of deg-
radation as chattels of an allen race.

The Government will soon be paying

disastrous effect at Army ppsts. Chap-
lain Plerce Is a graduate of a New Jer-

sey State Normal Echool, of the Wes-

leyan University, Ilinols; Shurtleff Col- |
lege, Iilnols, and the Kansas Theo- |
logical School. He entered the Army
a8 Chaplain of the Ninth Cavalry, In
1862; resigned in 1884; was appolnted
Post Chaplain In 188%, o that he has
had an experience of Afteen years of
Army e, As a clargyman in good
standing his testimony ought to be as
weighty as that of a fluent prohibition
demagogue, who Is so reckless in hia
language that he stigmatizes as “red-
aosed physiclans” the members of the
Nauonal convention that voted In favor
of the restoration of the canteen, Chap-
laln Plerce, in & report dated April 1,
saAys:

In my report (o the Adjutant-General, oo
yoai Axt, 1 prophesied moest unfaverables re-
eulits In the event of abolishing the post ex-
change system [n the Army, as was then pro-
poesd by seslous prohibitionlsts and saloon-
keepars. Unfortunately, the plan of these inls-
sulded peaple, inapired, perhaps, by misiead-
ine statemenmts from some who have Leen
fighting the canteen Tor years, was adopled
by Congress, The closing of the establishment
in this post has been followed by the very
unhappy resulta which 1 predicted. The dive
Lusinese on the outskirts of the post la hegin-
nmg to thrive; men are tempted away (rom
their quarters: the evil can no longer be regu-
inted by military control; and there has been
no time In my 14 years of serviee when
many whisky flasks and bottles were smuggied
into the barracks as now. In my jedgment,
the advooatep of the abollthment of the ox-
change are responsible for the lowering of the
moml tone of parsisons

This was the state of things on April
1 last at Fort My=r, Va. During the
two months following Chaplain Plerce
has had ample time to study the effect
of the absence of the canlteen, and his
lag: report shows that the bad results
bécame more aad more apparent; that
a large number of soidlers were tried
for misconduct, and that thes officers
were baffied in thelr efforts to malin-
tain discipline and good order, We
commend to the ignorant or infatuated
enemies of the canteen this passage
from the report of Chaplain Pierce,
dated June 1:

The bad presults of the abolishment of the
poat exchange have been #ven more Appatent
than in the preceding month. Fully 50 trials
of enlisted men followed pay-day, and the rce
sills, in general, were by far the worat that
1 have seen In more than 14 yesrs of serviec,
in good
falth, but thelr laborn In onforcing disolpiiae
have been wastly increased by the Hl-advised
campalgn which deprived the Army of the can-
teet. Personally. 1 do not nesd the cantesn,
but 1 believe it to be promotive of temperance
and sobriety among the men, and [ hops an
eMort may be made o restore (L. Congrass
can wed afford to ignore the mere theorisia,
whi care nothing about the Army. and give
hesd 1o the advice of those who are more fa-
millar with the practicai conditions of military
Ife and who are charged most directly with
the morale and dlacipline of the men.

Candid men who read this report of
a clergymdn of excellent antecedents,
who has spent nearly fifteen years in
the Army, will be disposed to agree
with his conclusion that the abolition
of the canteen has really played into
the hands of local saloonkeepers.
Chaplain Plerce Is not & professional
prohibitionist, but his reputation as &
man of veracity, sobriety and unblem-
Ished character, joined to his execep-
tlonal opportunity for personal obser-
vation, make him a far more credible
and welghty witness than I8 " Mr,
Woolley, who, like all passionate re-
formera, is prone to the vice of ¢xng-
geration In his speech and perversién
In his statements, Lurid spesch and
gross exaggeration ls the stock a trade
of the average “moral reformer.”

WESTERN OREGON'S PROGRESS,
Tt i= a mistanke to suppose that the
Willamette Valley lags far in the rear
of the car of progress, Envious or dis-
gruntied persons may heap opprobrium
on the conservatism of Westerm Ore-
gon, humorists may joke about it, but
the people attend to their affairs and
are prosperous and happy to a degree
that i not exceeded elsewhere. Jokes
and gibes do mot disturd their serealty
of temper or their peaceful industry.
They go right ahead tilling their broad
acres, increasing thelr herds and flocks,
and turniag out flour and lumber and
butter and cured frult, and girls and
boys that beat the Natlon. They may
not be up to the latest freak of fash-
fon in all things, and they are not
breeding dudes and dolls to véx the
world, but the inhabitants of the Wil
Inmette Valley are a solld lot, and they
are making commendable progress,
One famillar with the conditions a
decade ago cannot fall to note the great
change that has taken place in Willam-
ette Valley industries and life. Mod-
ern improvements have come in and
quite transformed many localities
Nothing has worked more notable
change than the creamery Industry,

§1,000,000 & year on account of the war
with Spaln. The Pension Office returns
now show thal the payroll is about
$834,750. The total applications for pen-
wlons up to June 1| on account of this
war wias 37,085, They are aow coming
in at the rate of 1400 a month. The
Jun# returns  will doubtless show a
great Increase In the number of appll-
cations. Th's Is due to the fact that an
army of penslon attorneys has massed
&t Ban Francisco and make It thelr
business to corral the mustered-out sol-
dier and see that he becomes an appli-
cant at once for the Covernment's
bounty, It makes little difference, they
assure him, whether he is sick or has
been wounded in the service; he has
undoubtedly flled his system with
germs of future trouble, which, when
they havé Incubated a sufficlent time,
will appear as rheomatism, defective
vision, deafness, and all the other lils
flesh 18 helr to. They warn him th
othor men are applying, and that na
is the appointed time; they will of
course, take the case on commission,
The Seattle tragedy Is another scene
in a dirty political fight In which the
immediate cause of contention was
gambling patronage. This was oxtensl-
bly a local matter, but It s of state-
wide significance because of its raml-
ficatlons among politiciang who &re
struggling for control of Federal pnat-
ronage and a seat In the Unlted States
Senate, It I a desperate gang, and it
resorts to desperate methods, The pub-
lle will waste litilée s=ympathy upon
either the ofMicer deposed for taking
money from shamelese lawbreakers or
he professional gambler who killed him,
though there will be Interest to gee if
the slayer be properly dealt with. Bo
long as any considerable wing of Wash-
ington politics {s dominated by a gang
of ruffians, such scenes may be ex-
pected,. Will such methods gain
strength for the faction that promotes
them?

The report that the yeomanry are
lkely 16 decrense rather than increase
under the army reform scheme of Mr.
Brodrick, the Britlsh Secretary of
War, and that recruiting for the regu-
iar army continues unsatisfactory, in.
spires the apprehen:don, ecxpressed by
the English newspapers and magazines,
that conscription must be resorted to
If the ranks of the new army corps,
provided by the Brodrick bill, are not
readily filled under the volunteer sys-
tem. Milltary experts feel that con-
seription is.Inevitable If the pay of the
private is not Increased. Lord Ragian
not long ago said publicly that compul-
sory military service would not be long
in coming, since he did not belleve the
soldier's wages would be ratsed to the
level of that of the Army of the United
States, y

The propofal that Portland shall be
cut off from communication by the
river with the sea and no longer be
a port, and that the course of devel-
opment based on the natural features
of the country, that! was begun here
sixty years ago, shall now be aban-
doned, turned back, changed or given
up, cannot be expected to get much
eountéenance in Portland; and 1t will get
as little from the masses of the people
of Qregon. The detractors of Portland
will find that the old town has fighting
blood In Its velns, and more of It than
ever before

Brown University on the 18th inst
conferred the degree of LL. D. upon
Lieutenant-General Miles, ‘“feariess
Nghter in early life agalnst the Indians,
herole leader In our Clvil War, Com-
manding Oenefal In our war with
Spain, in all war and in all peace,
brave, Iocorruptible, stainless and
true." Dartmouth gave the degree of
doctor of laws Lo General Snerman,
and Harvard gave the same degree to
General Andrew Jackson and to Gen-
eral George O, Meade.

Stockmen of the Northwest awailt
with Interest the {ssue of the promlised
bulletin of the Agricultural Department
on polsonous plants from data gathered
by Professor Chestnut on his recent
tour through Oregon, Washington and
Idaho. Knowledge here, as elsewhere
is power, and from the data thus fur-
nished stockmen will learn much to
thelr profit, both In preventive and rem-
edial lines.

“Private Dalzell” writes the New
York Sun that the G. A R. will dom-
inate the next Natlonal Republican
Convention, and is likely to cast its in-

| ment of the populatiom Is high, that of

I the birth rate. The recent census in Eng-

ANGLO=SAXODN FIQTH RYT.

8an Francisco Call
Canada s dissatisfied with the census |
returns of her population. While toe
complete returns have not yel been com-
plied, the results of the count thus far
lead te the conclusion that Instead of a

population of upward of  £000,000,
a8 was expected.  the returns  will
show hardiy more than 5,500,000,
The most depressing feature of

the count, however, is the revelation that
while the birth rate of the French ele-

the British races In the Dominlon has
fallen' during the past decade much be-
low what It was in former yeare.

The diminished birth rate of the Brit-
fsh Canadlans is regurded by students of
population as the more significant because
it corresponds with a simiiar decline
among the Britlsh peoples of other coun-
tries. In the New Engiand States, for
example, |t hae long been notad that the
old familles of so-called “patlve Ameri-
cans”—that i= to say, the people of Brit-
1sh descent—have actually ceased to mul-
tiply, and In some New England localities
the death rate among them Is higher than

Iand shows that the birth rate there In
1209 was but 203 per 18409 Inhabliants
as compared with 5.5 In 1578, Further-
more, Australlan reports show a decrease
in the birth rate there. Thus it appears
that in old England and in New England,
in the climate of Canada and In the ell.
mate of Australla, and under all the vary-
ing conditlons of those widely separated
countrieg, the Anglo-Baxon birth rate has |
begun to fall below the standards of the
past,

From thess figures some philokophers
draw the conclusion that the British race,
ltke the French., has parsed the period of
tts higheést fertility and has started on
the decline. [t may be the facts cited can
be sxplained upon some other hypothesis
than that of a diminiehed fertility. but It
so0. It is curious that the diminution should
have orceurred so generally In all paris
of the world where the Brit'sh races have
ssttied and colonized. The one fact that
stands In opposition to the theory lx that
the birth rate among the whites of the
Southern Stales, who are an almost pure-
1y British people. having but little admix- I
ture from forelgn Immizration, continucs
to be large. In other sections of the Unlicn
the descendants of the original British
colonists have been so blended with other
rocen that their birth rate onn hardiy be
congldered In this connection. We have,
then, the faets that outaide the South the
birth rate of the Britlsh races and thelre
descendants, when ummixed with other
racex, has declined In all parts of the
world, and it wonld seem, therefore, that
the theory of a logs of fertility is not an
unreasonable one. '

1t would beia corlous thing If the Angle-
Saxon race, which has met the new ren-
tury with the proud expectation of dom-
Inating the world before the century
closes. should suddenly cease to mulliply
in proportion to ather maces and lose Its
prestige among the peopie of the earth.
1t Is to be noted there Iz no diminution
of the h'rth rate among the Itallans or
the Germans. The rap!d lucrease of the
Ttalinn roce of recent yeara has been, in
fact, ene of the marvels nof Europe, In
spite of 5 heavy emieratlon that has ear-
rled milllane of Ttallans into every pro-
gromelye country In Europe and to all parts
of North and South Amerloa, the popula-
tion of Itply has In 20 wears advanced
from 21000000 to TARO00.000. There has boen
of late much talk of “decadent’” races,
and now the statisticnl experta are intl.
mating that the mighty Anglo-Saxon may
have 4o be Included ameng them.

%

)/ FRUITAGE OF SOCIALISM.
Steady Progress in France Twoard
the Bottomless Pit.

Chlengo Chronlele.
France his made more concessions to
soclatism In (ts various gulses than any
other country,

It declined to refund the public debt at
a lower rate of Intorest, as it could easlly
havo done, for fear of offending the mul-
titude of small holders of the Government

COMPETITION NOT SUI'PRESS . D. ]

Chicago Evening Post.

That monopoly Is a practical impossi.
bliity in the United States, owing to the |
wealth, actlvity, esterprise and politieal
conditions of the country. is a famillar
etatement to Intelligent students of the
trust problem. Certaln recent develop-|
menls tend to emphasize and 1llustrate
the truth of this somewhnt opllmlﬂit‘}
view, No industrial event has attracted
more attention than the creation of the
“biliton-dollar” stee¢l combination, and at
first the general bellef—not to say fear—
was that in the mes) Industry, at any rate
competition would be iotally wiped out |

But what are the facts? According to |
the New York Journal of Commerce, there |
has been a rapid increase In the organiza- |
tlon of new competition for the great
steel corporation. The aggregate capital.
izatlon of the new companles, together |
with the additlons to%the cuplial stock
and bonds by the older independent com-
panfes, amounted a4 week or two agoe 1o
over $137.000,000. Several new Iron and
steel concern= have been  Incorporated
gince, tne most Important of these being
A sheet mill plant near Farkersburs, |
W, Va.

Yormerly plants were erected not for
the purpose of malntaining actual compe-
titlon with trusts, but in order to compel
the latter 1o absorb them at a handsome
profit to the ownersx But this = not the
ease today. There is nol the stightest
reason to doubt that, on the one hand, the |
Cnited States Steel Corporation hus no
intentlon of urderiaking to destroy or
“assimulate” ity numerous rivals, and, on
the other., that the competlng conrerns
will continue to exist nnd fAnd plenty of
profitable business, Ang this situntion
will prevent an artificial raie of prices
and atiempts to {mpose upon CONSUMETS.

An Interesting report which, though

dence Iz that the Pennsylvania
has secured control of a steel plant with

providing Its heavy annusl requirements
of sieel at A satisfactory price. A con-
sumer who buys 100060 tons of ralls a
vear, especiafly In these days of “commu.

of protection against threatensd monop.
oly. A groat raliroad system i In a posl-
tion to acquire and operate a ral]l manu-
facturing plant,

In this and various other ways are the
deslgns of the more sggressive combl-
nations thwarted. In one word, rompe-
tiilon & Irrepresaible, and in order to suc-.
ceed the grent trust must conform to the
economlc theory that consolidation resis
on economy and superior efMeléncy rather
than on the power to oppress the con-
sumer and charge "what the trafc will
bear."” In this connectlon a statement In
regard to the policy of the steel combina-
tion is worthy of nntice. It Is =ald that,
inatead of bldding for forelgn orders only
when domestic business= |s slack, the com-
bination inlends Lo devote steady atien.
tlon to the export trade This monns
that Ameriean stecimakers can undersell
foreigners st all times and under
nary condlitions wlthout sacrificing prof-
its. It means brisk and keen competi-
tlon at home and cultfvation of foreign
markets for the disposal of the surplus
prodnction. In =uch clrcumstances com-
bination is an unmixed benefit

A Prosperouas Country.
New York Herald

Tha resumption of dividends at the rats
of % per cent semi-unnually by the Mis.
sourl Pacific Rallroad after a long period
of 10 years during which the road has paid
no profits to Itz stockholders, is an event
of note and moment. It & of Interest not
merely to the owners of ghares In the rall-
road, but to the whole country as solld
proof of the remarkable prosperity of jts
industries., We are cxpanding toward the
southwest. Thiz evidence of it s of higher
slgnificance than a similar showing of in-
creased Income from one of the gEreat
grain-carrylng roads of the
where n single big crop would swell carn

obligation=. It thus fell Into the mode
of soclallsm which seeks= to favor people
of small means ps distinguished from
men of large means al the expenss of the
MASEHE.

Hy way of amends |t has gone deeper
into socinllsm and undertaken savings
bank and penslon schemes for the sup-
posed beneflt of the “toliing milllons." All
this= ha* mnade It necexsary to Increasc
the public debt year after year. Now, In
order to pay the Interest and keep up the
various establishments more or less =o-
cialistic In thelr character, it becomes
necessary to increase the burdens of tax.
atlon very largely. -

This has been foresean by all competent
students of esconomlics as Inevitable, but

warnings have done no good. Now the
consequences begin 1o loom up, and
statesmen and peopie are becoming
alarmed.

The Echo de Parls prints an articlie
chowing that (he growing government

burdens due ta the increasing practicg of
state socialism |8 driving capltal out of
the country. It states that at the begin-
ning of the present year the Bank of
France held 21230000 In deposits and se-
curitiex, while on the 15th of June it held
less  than 398500000, ““The difference.”
says the Echo, “has gone Into foreign in-
vestments.”

This movement is by no means con-
fined to the funds held by the Bank of
PFrance., M. Molsont, president of the
French Chamber of Commerce, s quoted
as sayng: “The fact 1s, our capitalists
have no confidence In the Government
sinee It startad in Its  reckless cam-
palgn. Every day large sums of money
pass abroad for the use and development
of other countries.”

The Same 0ld Howl
Washington Star,

And yet the racket about “Imperiallsm,™
and “orown colonylsm." and all the other
gtupld Isms of the hour will be kept up.
We shall be told that, éven In part con-
ceding success in Porto Rico, we shall
surely fall In the Philippines. The aif-
fliculties there are insurmountable., The
people will not have us. The AmericAn
flag )s hateful to thelr sight. Tt must
come down. We must withdraw. The wel-
tare of the nrchipelago, the weifare of the
United Btates, the peace and progresa of
the world, allke demand that Amerlcan
authority in the Philippines be brought
to a close as speedily as ponsible,

But who are urging this? A number
of badly rattled politicians, who, having
falled to secure control of this govern.
mont in 188, and in 1900, are now scouring
the earth for an Issue for 194, Free sliver
In 1886, The Man on Horseback in 1000,
Amerlcan incompetency In 1904 Great
platforms! Two have been knocked Into
smithereens, and the third deserves no
batter fate.

Free Trade With Porte RHico.

Bpringfield Republican,

Free trade with Porto Rico seems to be
near at hand. This Is indicated In a call
for a special sesslon of the island Legisla.
ture to meect on July 1 for the purpose,
apparently, of giving formal notice to
Washington that the revenues have been
put In condiilon so as to afford aupport to
the government without the customs
duties on ecommerce with the Tnited
Btates. The Foraker act provides that
when formal notice Is made of such a
situation the President shall proclaim
free trade with Porto Rico, It is a long
way round in getting i{n touch with plain
duty, but we are at last about there.

o

He WIill Know Maore.

New York Evening Sun,
Colone! Hryan s negotiating with 3
Brooklyn =second-hand bookseller for »
complete editlon of the works of T. Jef.
ferson. After he has read through the
sét the Colonel will probably conciude
very saldly thar the man who wrote the
Declaration of Independence was the orlg-
inal expansionist. At any rate. he will

which has attaleed important propor-

fluence for Foraker or

ik . - g . -

stop talking glibely of “Jeffersonian doc- [
trines.’ - e & . :

ings. The new development in the souih-
west 8 confined 1o no one staple; It Is
geneeal; it implies the actual building up
of the country, It means Increasxed con-
sumption of all our domestic products and
manufactures, new wealth created and
greater earning power for the natlon as
n whole,

Turning Agninst Bryan.
Philadeiphla Inquirer.

to relish Chalrman Jones' announcemant
that he will not be the next Democratic
candidate for the Presldency. The as,
sertlon may or may nol be true. Nothing
is more uncertain than pollties But
certainly the ntutade of the Democratic
Natlonal Chalrmnn cannot he construed
inte meaning that Bryan Is the Democ-
racy's only hope. The very reverse of this
theory 1z Indeed the fact. Having (wice
tried the Nebraska statesman and twice
followed him to Inglorious defeat, hoth
the rank and file of the party tacitly ad-
it his deficlencies as a Jeader, and while
that Bryan

pe. are pracileally agreed

won't do.

As to Third Terms.
Boston Herald,

President Grant is on record as saying
that he never sought a first term In e
Prestdency, did not care much about the
second, and was content to let the people
have thelr will about the third. He would
not have taken the latter uniess it ahould
have seemed to him to be an Imperative
duty, President Cleveland, it will be re-
membered, took the first nomination with
the statement that he should not be a
candidate for a second term, but subse-
quently changed his mind on that point,

This Ia News.
Atlanta Constitution,

Hon. Sldney Dell, formerly of Georgla,
Is trying to reform the commereial map of
Oregon. The Georglan is & powerful man
on the slope.

“How Tildy Smith Can Play.”
Bide Dudiey In Lenlla’s Weakly.
Say, p'rhaps you've heard of Tiidy Smith,
The belle of far and near,;
The lady 1've heen goin’ with
For nigh on seven year
it wa'n®t her beauty won her fame.
it wa'n’t her winnin' way,
Pianner music mads her name.
You ought to hear her play

Of coutse she ain't no Rubystine,
She's simply TiL you mee;

But I'd put up that colt & mine
fhe's nigh as good as he

She's got no Paderewsk] frills,
Her Angers ain't so flest;

But, land! there's jest ons tune o' Til's
That simply can't be beat.

Why, when she ssts before the grand
An’ tosses back her halr,

You'd think that Sousa’s famous band,
Instid o° T wus thate

She starts the tuns out kind o' slow,
To sort o' clear the track,

An’ then before you really know,
Ste rips 1t up the back.

8he'll make you think the soldler men
Are marchin® past the place;

She'll hew you up behind vle Bon
AR’ nearly pet the rce

Bhe'll make you think you'rs mighty glad
You're Hvin'; by and by

#he'll git you feelin® fearful sad,
An' then you'l! want to die

An* naxt ahe fords the hirds o while—
Y o atmost =ee “em ‘round;

An' when you're jest abeut to smile
SEe quits ‘em with a bound

An’ then the alr gets fuil o' dust,
The house begine to jump,

An’ when you're jest about to bust

o Bhe Iands you with & bump,

An' when sha quits an’ makes her bow
Before the yellln' orowd

That ole planner, yes, 1 vow,
Is sort o' looking proud.

i You say you naver heard o' THT
That's queer, I'm bound to say.

Weil, when you come te Stubhleville
Droo "round sn' hear her play,

NOTE AXD COMMENT. ¢

Is it cold enough for you?

Now the Wild and \\'nuii}'. Weat §s it ol

ngain.

Nature has the grace to werp at her

| ewn unseemiy conduct.

Brer Hanna dictutes Ohlo politics just

v keep in practice for the big game,

The innocent bystander, It seemn, came

up from Kentucky In time to be In al the
Seattle affuir.

formally denled, has galned gemeral ere.
Rallroad |

the view of insuring to Itsell a menns r-!‘l

nity of interest'’ will easlly find a method |

ordl- |

[

Dr. Dowle continucs o lightem the in-

bors of the man who will take theé noxt

C

ensus of Chicago.

Mr, Wanamaker has been unabls. o add

a franchise department te his offvrwise

ecmplete

All
be enjoyed In

emparium
Dawson has a scnsational marder rial
the luxurics of civiilzation mMAY now

the

n norih.

the K.n-._u.;n farmers demind

Why do not

the free and unlimited colnage of com?
They have p ¥y of it this year.

It's an (il wind that blows nobody gotd.

| The weath thing that maks
Iife worth living to the pessimist,

Mr. Bryan jsen't reudy to Joln a thirt
party. He nas still some fintsning touches
to Dyt on the wreck of the Democracy

Richard Croler may psver. retum o
New York. Leok ar the opsning r A
youzg man of his (alents In Fall wleljpnta?

i cannot sing the wid song
1 know pot what W deo,
a hoe ol woangs,
will ot ving the new

Partland, June 20 —(To the Editor of Note
and) Commenl b=y de you keep Kl
the wedlber? Lomn't I
thrie—quartord of Solr m b I S
Eraphs™ FAIR PLAY

Yes, but we have (o Kep it sthired up
or It wouudin't be Inleresiing

Ex-Senntor Potilgrew s gquoted by &
Western friend as having recontiy sald to
hm: “What 1 mude during the roecent
flurry In Northern Pacific wax the revult
of legitimaty trunsaction. | borrowed toe
money and bought the slock on a M) giviom
me. The actusl stock was mine, and In
my posseszion, In the whole transaction

| was guilty of no act inconsiatnt with

what 1 have 2000 for in the Senate. In
wil my Wfe | have never made a deal
through a broker, nor ever borght a bt
of stock on margin

There = & curious combination tree In

West Stockbridge, Mass, It s primarily &
maple which measurcs, a foof from the
ground, 12 feet 2 Inches in clrcumference.
Fitteon feef from the ground there are

one of two birch limbs gtowing, amd hizher

up are eurrnnt  and raspberry busies
which bear frult each year It I» nog
sinted whether the sugar made from it
#sap has a raspberry Havor or the birch
| bark a currunt color and iaste, or the
berries a spley tang of Mreh, If s very
oid, and bids falr o stand for many years
lpnger

“Every Cubun must have his helper”™
says an Army oificer wko bas been serv-
ing In the lsand *“You cannot hire a
carpenter for an hour unjfess you pro-
vide him with a helner 16 hand his ham-
mer and calis and talk 0 him. In saw-
ing. the ecarpenter reverscs the mofion
used by the Amerioan carpeniers, ol
lars on mules ars worn big end up. In

northwest, |

at sea as to who the candidate shonld |

rowing & bout the oarsman pushes instead
Thete are many okher hablis
Americans eitaddy
popuiar misconenpthen

of pulling.
which ririke
strange. It

thar people In the Liopics cannot ¢At meat.
All who can afford it buy meal.' But only
the (avored Cew can afford 1, ~ The chief
subsistence of the tntives is the sweel po-
tato, which ia rank in its growth Meat
n pound, and, strange as it
butchots Lha

ns

coms b eenls

may scem, Cuban charge

The friends of Mr. Bryan are not lkely | shine for pweck or hock that they do for

tenaerioin, Meat Is meat to them™

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPFHERS

on with that

Hard tn Pleare 1 can™t xet
young woman at all”™’ What's the trouhis ™
O, ale get's mad when | say abe’s mature,
he eois mad when | say she™s Bumature.’
Pree
you cruel boay, o take thr+s sggs nut
Think of the pour msther bind
The mother bird's dead,
i men it

and
—Detrait

)
of *he neet!
when she comes—
misa How do yuu know thatT’
In your hat!”"—Punch

A Fumd In Sight Hurriet, let'n give aach
other a dime every timo we grumbie about the

'resn

hent ‘Na, Harry; you give me a dime svery
time you sar sold never grumble about the
heat " —Chicrgo Record-Herald

A Sapremn Test Fimmt Brewer—I am going
to adveriise thix beer as being ahlas to with-
stand all climates Heoon] Brewer—Arne yuou
sure It (rue? “Yem, wnir! ‘I've kept & bottie

of i. lm New York now for elx weeks” —Life

Downle (Peferring (o the plessant-faced lady
who has Just passed—Ah, my box, 1 owe &
great deal te that woman rorking—Iimndesd!

she's pot your mother. Is shn®™ Dowale—Nao,
my landiady. —Glargow Eveniing Timen
Robbers  am)  Robbers —"Heary, Henry.”

whispered the wife of the good clilzen, “thare's
a robber in the house.'* Lots o them," Te-
plled Henry, sheeplly, “in the House and Sen-
ate, toa, but they ain’t A elrcumetance to those
In eity counciin ' "—Philndeiphia Press

To Be Humbled —"Bliggine = one of thoos
people who think they know It all™ “Never
mind,* answersd Mr. Sirfus Darker. “Pride
goos before a Mll. He has a dnughter who
will sogn be through school. He will sit and
Itaten to hor graduation essay knd feel lke an
igneramus *"—Washington Star.

Time—i00 ysars hence. Scens—Livarposl. —
Aged Hritish [(nhabitant (pointing Lo liaer
steaming ous «f harbory—That boat, air, I
ane o the moat remarkable vessals fn s
country. Stranger—Indéed! How |Is  thet?
British Inhabitant—ItUs the only Britlsh sateqm-
ship that doesn’t belong to sn American s¥n-
dic_te.—Fun.

The Czar's New Girl.

Plitssturg  Cheaddels Telegraph
There (8 grief at Peterhof,
And great Mister Ramanaf
Sadly mopws around with fecling all awhirt,
Far he'd eountsd an a sob,
Anid In fact had ordered oon.
But the doctor brought around another girel

New his dnughters mumber four,
And that'n why the Czar Is sore
ADd &L Intervais retires to sigh and groan;
For he long had thought with Joy
That the pext would be & bay,
And in Ume wouald take his seat upon
thrune,

the

Then he's thinking of his woes
When the girls will have thelr beaus,
Al he'li have to sit up iate to ook the doar;
He could get along with twao,
Bven three h'd calmly view,
Ryt he's In the dumps sach time he thinks of
frur.

The he thinks agaln and frowns
As he counis the coml of gownse
And the other things Bis givis will soan re-
quire;
Each will want to out & dash
That will take a lot of casb— .
8o he thinks, and evur siroger grows his (re,

Now ‘tis feared the Caar will fret
And at last so angTy £t
That from Russia that poor decior he will run;
And I exile far away i
E' or thereafter meke him stay
Just becnuse be didn't Lring around a son,

Dut don't 40 i, Romanndt,
For sour subjects would bat scoft
At you every time they'd hear the story told;
Ba a father true and kingd
To the littls girls, and mind

That each one of them is woeth her weight In
gold

- ——




