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MUNICIPAL OWKERSHIF—“PU"LSC
UTILITIES." v

In the Charter Committes of the ity
of Porfland there has been some @eDate
whether, In the article as to franchises,
such as the right to construct and oper-
fite street railways, telephone and teje-
graph Lines, light plants, ste., within
the city, there should be Inserted a pfo-
vision giving the clty power to appro-
priate such properties to its owan . use,
upon appralsement and payment there-
for—after the lapse of a fixed period,
Say twenty-ons yrars,

The Oregonian maost positively holds
that such franchises ought to be grant-
ed, or renewed, only on conditions that
will yiéid the oity a revenuwe, propors
tioned to thelr value to those to whom
they may be granted. But the detsil
of taxation of such franchises Is a s'ub-?
Ject open to opinlon and debate. The
franchises have a wvalue beyond the
mere valuatlon of the property, Tated
in prgportion to otber property; for the
use of the streets I= a privilege or ease-
ment of large value, and practically ex-
cluslve to each company for the pur-
poses granted: heace, in sddition to |
the moderate property tax there should
be In most cases If not In all a tax
upon the franchise, in the form of a
levy on the gross recelpts, under each
particular fraonchise. The city has a
right to adsquate compensation for the
use of these franchises, and it will be
gross derellction to allow these valu-
able uses to continue longer without
proper prevision for compensation of
the municipality

But the question whether the city is
1o go into the various lines of business
that ¥ be founded on these fran-
chises| 1z & question of quite andther
charagter. Sb le the guestion whoether
it shopld reserve fo Itsclf the right and
power: to resume these franchises and
take over the property to itself, after a
term of yoars, The Oregonlan will say
plainly that it ts no believer in the
socialistic jargon about state or mu-
nicipa] “ownership of pubille ut!iities.”
Heyondl questlon, the right of rrm.lla-{
tion belong= to the state. But the pro-
posal ¢f stute or municipal ownership
openg A question of a very different
kind, As a policy It is not merely ques. |
tionable, but held by many, snd we |
think by most, to be very erconeous,
If the state i= to embark in this busi-
ness, how far is It to go* Where Is It
to ston? The term “public uwtilitdes"
can have no restricted definition, Every I
important industry s & public utility r
—the making of shoes certainly not Jess |
important than the operution of street- |
CArs.

Agaln, it is well known that the ex-
penditure necessary for the use of any
importent franchise and the develop-
ment of & property upon It must be
large; mizo, that for a number of years
there Is llkely to be little pay or profit,

egpeciaily o a city that has not y&t
pussed beyond Portland's stage of
growth. Investors therefors are not
likely 'to take franchises for short

terms, or sven for terms of considera-
ble length, and go forward with exten-
sive and cxpensive improvements, un-
der notice that by the time profit might
be hoped for they will be required to
surrender both the franchise and the
properiy. True, il is sald they are to
be pald upon an appraised valuation,
But the first property—the plant—by |
this time will probably be thought to
have Mitle value. 1t may be worn or
mntiqugted, and would be appraised for
littie; dnd undoubtedly It would be al-
lowed {to run down and the service
would become poor, (oward the end of
the term when the state was to take it
No plant is likely to be kept In high
order, When it {6 understood that the
Flate Is to take it &t lts own valuation,
at the end of a term. It would seem,
therefore, that o better way of para- |
lyzing the vedertakings necessary for
public convenience and municipal de- |
velopment could be devieed,

1 The philosophy of i, In =hort, is ail-
together utopian. It resembles the
philosophy of the Jubllee vear of the
dreamers of anclent Israsl, who at-
tempted, after the return from the cap-
tivity, to create an ldeal state, founded
on thelr comceptiona of soclal justice.
Every fiftieth year the first owner of
the property, if be had parted with it,
was 1o resume L The state was o
take tharge of the redistribution, strip-
ping of thelr property those who had
had energy to mequire it, and stripping
them Wnoreover of opportunity. There
is & difference between that case and
this, Indeed; but It ia a difference In
detnll, nat In fact; for here the state is
to claim the Mght to take the property,
there the individual first owner was to
bave it bheck. It Is not, indeed, pro-
posed §n our Charter Commities to
make state ownership generai—at jeast
not yet; but there are those who think
there ought to be gtate ownership of all

| of the English sallors deprived them

| Elver

| for

| Ontario, was sent to take possession

the means of production and lilll:rltm-1
tion, and their numbers are not few.
Who, Indeed, can give any adeguate
definition of “public utilities,” and yet
logically leave out any of those things
that are useful to the mass of man-
kind? The true socialist believes that
the state should do It all; and’ these
municipal propositions are directly in
his line,

These franchises belong to the elty,
and It is its right and duty to require
payment for the use of them. But that
It widely different from the proposal
that the state or city shall acquire
property and embark ln lines of indus-
try, goeat or small. Water supply
etands alone, as & municipal undertak-
ing that Is oot questioned. There Is
nothing else of its kind. Supply of
light has, indeed, some analogies to It,
but it has not won Its way to general
mcceptance, and probably never will
Carriage of people here and there in a
eity can properly be no more & part of
the business of & munleipality than the
distribution of milk at thelr doors; and
the transmiesion of Intelllgence be-
tween them owver the telephone Is as
littie a part of the clty’s proper busi-
ness. The people of the United States,
we think, are not at all inclined to
allow expansion of soclalistic jdeas In
munieipal and state affairs, to meet
the demands of theorists, dreamers and
utoplsts. The true American idea, the
idea of n democratic republie, is to hold
the state to limited functions. Let us
regulate, control and tax the use of
these franchlses, but mot attempt to
operate industries upon them, or to ex-
tend the functions of state or city, to
meet notions about “publie wants"™ of
which there c¢an be no end. The city
may Just as well publish Its newspapers
and conduct its hotels and boarding-
houses as to operate its street raliways
and telephones.

THE COLUMBIA IN HISTORY,

The Columbia River, which the river
and harbor committee will visit this
week, has been known to navigators
for over 126 years, Captain Brono He-
ceta, commanding the BSpanish ship
Bantiago, Iay to off the mouth of the
river on August 15, 1775, and Hecela,
convinced that he was near the outlet
of a large body of fresh water, charted
it the Rio de 8an Roque, The stupidity

of the honor of entering the river be-
fore the American Captain Gray, Lieu-
tenant John Meares, commanding the
East India Company's wvessel Felice,
made & superficial examination of
the const In July, 1788 and re-
ported with greal assurance that “'we
can now with safety assert that no
such river as that of 8t, Roc exlsts as
lald down on Spanish charts.” Harly
in 1792 Vancouver was in the vicinity
of the Columbla, but 4ld not consider
the opening worthy of attention, being
satisfled “that all rivers or Inlets that

haif of the wheat exports of the ton
years ending in 1900, aggregating 105,-
805106 bushels, being 624 per cent of
the total shipments from the Pacific
Northwest. In behalf of the tributary
country in the Inland Empire, Portiand
will demand that the Columbia and
Enake Rivers be opened to Lewiston
sl the earllest practicable moment, =0
that the food products of that great re-
glon =hall have outlet to the sea by
thelr natural trade route. For an ex-
penditure of a&bout $4.000,000 at the
cascades the Government opened forty
miles of river to navigation. For an
additiona] expenditure of $3,600,000 be-
tween The Dalles and Celllo over 200
mileg of river would be opened to navl-
gation.

We should Impress upon the river
and harbor committee that we are not
asking Congress to open the Columbia,
but to improve mavigation on it Let
us say frankly that the depth of water
at the mouth of the river is not suffi-
clent for the present cammerce, let
alone for that which s developing by
the opening of markets In the Paclfic
and the cuitivation of large productive
ar¢ns east of us. The Columbia is the
natural trade route of thls Immense
basin, and should be made free from
Its mouth te the farthest point iInland
to which craft can ascend and load and
unload.

A STEP IN RAILROAD EVOLUTION.

There is more thun ane way to skia
A cat, also more than one way to cook
a rabbit; and recent events have shown
that there Iz more than one way to
combine rallroads. Time was when it
was deemed within the power of states
to prevent great rallroad corporations
from absorbing their competitors. Time
was when statutes were supposed to
have some bearing on the control of
raliroad propertlies and majorities of
boards of directors were required to
reside in the state which should au-
thorize thelr exlstence, thus to be more
amenable to law. The rallrond powers
n rome cases went through the form
of objecting to these “regulations” and
“digcouragements to capitall” but
finally accepted them with good grace.

In View of recent events, the verdancy
of the people and the statesmen of the
past gemeration seems quite refreshing.
What rallroad company wishes to ab-
sorb its competitors In these days?
Is anybody afraid Jocal boards of di-
rectors will direct important rallroad
movea? Does anybody supposs those
carefully framed regulations, in consti-
tution and statute, achleve thelr ob-
Jeet? The corporations continue their
several separate legal [dentities with
the utmost precision, but the hoards
of directors do what they are toid to
do. Harmonization of Interests goes on
Just the same, and the railroad trust
Is the result. All this is accomplished
away over the heads of eourts and
Legislatures, even beyond the rench of

had been described as diecharging thelr
contents Into the Paclfic between the
fortleth and forty-eighth degrees of
north latitude were reduced to brooks
insufficlent for our vessels to navigate,
or to hays inaccessible as harbors for
refitting.” On April 28, 1782, Gray
spoke Vancouver that he had been for
nine days off the mouth of a large
Silil Vancouver was incredulous,
and with an alr into which he doubt.
leas Injected a little English contempt

thke professional politiclans and with-
out harasring popular campaigns. Gray
brain matter and a turn of the wrist
does it.

Two groups of railronds seem about
ready to do business on the new basls
—the Harriman group and the HIill
group. There Is no llegal or question-
able merging of corporations, no Al-
tempt to do anything which the un-
sophisticated Legislatures would re-
gard as wicked. Of course It would be

the upstart Americans, he wrote
“that if any inlet or river should be
found, it must be & very intricate one
atkd inaccessible to vessels of our bur-
dews owing to reefs and brofn water™
What a striking similarity between
Vancouver's reports and aome talk we
hoar nowadays! That which pmanates
from Seattle and is echoed at Astoria.
The loss of the Peacock In 1541, and
the Ehark in 1846, were prejudicial to
the Columbia, as the wrecks occurred
at a time when the probable value of
the river o commerce wns a large fac-
tor in the settlement of the boundary
questipn with Great Britain. But these
wreck§, and, In facl, all the early
wrecks, were caused by lack of knowl-
edge af the river. and not that the
channels were nol sufficiently broad
and deéep. Before and after the loss
of the Peacock and the Shark, and
prier ta 1850, Captain Crosby of the
Toulon, Captain Couch of the Mary-
land, Capiain Bylvester of the Chenan-
cas, Captain Gelston of the Whiton and
the nave] officers of the Hudson's Bay
‘Company entered the river and depart-
ed from It without accldent. Notwith-
stnnding the bad reputation given the
river by Commander Wilkes for Ir-
regular tides, shifting sands and great
distance of landmarks, the Columbia
hae mnade friends and retalned them.
John Maginn, president of the Asso-
clation of Pllote of New York, examined

| bad for one soullesg rallroad corpora-
tion to buy and own its competitor and
| thus destroy eompetition; but nothing

| was sald about one man or set of men
{ buyilng and owning both corporations,

Burely It would be a great curtaliment
of personal rights and freedom to say

| that a man should not Invest his money
| in whatever legal property might sult

his fancy. This would violate every
bill of rights from Omaha' te Runny-
mede. And there can be nd doubt that
rallroad corporations are legal prop-
erty to have and to hold.

Az matters have come to be railroad
presidents are but general managers.
The real executive function Is exer-
cised in New York City. Those who
wear the title and draw the comfort-
able salary of president have been re-
duced to mere operating officials from
whom an accountiag = regularly re-
quired. The chiet traffle men of the
different corporations withiln a combl-
nation will have to report to a central
trafMc chief. There you have [t—one
executive actuator, one traffic govermnor
for a Inrge group of roads of allled in-
terests.  The combination s effected
and nothing but the spirit of the o0ld
arrangement ig destroyed, Empty laws
cumber the statute-books, hungry poli-
ticlans ook on in grief. The people are
passive. Now what will the great rall-
road combiners do with thelr properties
—make them agents of progress and

the Wilkes charts shortly after they
were published, and wrote to Senator
Benton that “the mouth of the Cnlum-
bia Is a better harbor, and has mani-
fest advantages over the harbor of
New York in all the essential points
which constitute a good harbor, . . |
Taking the mouth of the Columbla as
It now ls lg' A state of nature, without
the ald of pliots, buoys, beacons, light-
houses and steamboats, I deem It &
good harbor; with the ald of these ad-
vantages, I wouid deem it a far better
harbor than New York, and capable
of contaming an unplimited number of
shipe.” The experiencel eye of Ma-
ginn read io the charts a future which
Wilkes was inacapable of conceiving,
but which the commander of the
wrecked Shark saw when he sald “the
introduction of steam and the presence
of good pllots would render the pas-
sage over the bar comparatively safe™

Captain Gray found the channe] of
the Columbla neither broad nor plain.
Two crews of the Tonquin, with the
exception of one man, perished in 1811
while sounding. In 1517, Captaln Bld-
dle, of the United States sloop-of-war

of Astoria, but the sight of the break-
ers upon the bar cau=ed him to regard
the bar as hazardous. In 18539 Sir EAd-
ward Beicher surveyved the bar in H.
B. M. ship Sulphur, and grounded sev-
eral times, Navigation on the Colum-
bia has improved wonderfully since the
early days. Less than fifty years ago
Portland became ecstatic hecause a
barkentine drawing -seventesn feet of
water was ecpabled to ascend the rivers
and discharge 630 tons of freight at {is
wharves. Now 3000-ton ships like the
Indrapura and Indravelll come and go
almost without notice.

Portland will ask Congress, through
the river and harbor committee, to
deepen the channel at the mouth of
the Columbla to forty feel. It will
degmand thia In behal! of the com-
merce which It Is developlug with
Asla, and which s fustifying the use
of large ships ilke the Indravelll, In-
drapura and Knight Companion: it will
demand it in behail of Its station as a
whent-exporting city, Afth in the United
States In 1900, and outranked only by
New York, San Franflsco, Galves

ton
and Boston; It will demand it in be-

development, or mere harvesters of div-
ldends and trouble?

BOMETHING NEW IN EXPOSITIONS.

During August and September of this
year there will be an international ex-
position of hygiene, maritime security
and fishery, held at Ostend, Beigium,
the object of which Is to make known
the measures adopted by different gov-
ernments for the organization and
working of services of succor on battie-
fields, and in cases of great calastro-
phes on sea or land—as the use and
working of Ilfesaving apparatus, otc
An international congress will be or-
ganized in connection therewlth for the
discussion of questions of hyglene and
maritime and ooloninl security. The
scope of Inquiry propored s wide and
the toplcs seem to be Irrelevant, but
the work has been so systemnatized that
investigation and Jdiscussion in each de-
partment will be carried on Independ-
ently.

The exposition will comprize three
divisions. The first will be under the
general head of hygiene, one sectlon of
which will contaln publications relat-
ing to this subject: another wiil relate
to the application of physical and nat-
ural sctence to the hyglone of seamen
and of the inbabitants of the coast; &
third toapplications of clvil or maritime
engineering; a fourth™ to the prepara-
tlon of food on board of vessels, pre-
served foods, refrigerating apparatus—
everything, In fact. suggestive of mod-
ern methods and inquiry Into matters
for the interest’ and welfare of coast
and maritime peoples.

Under the second division—""8Becurity™
—iagar-houses, Red Cross methods,
lHghthouse signals, equipment and
dress for saivors, apparatus for =zal-
vage, life buoys and transports for the
wounded and shipwrecked will be von-
sldered. Under the third division—
“Fishery"—fishing and its auxillary
sclences and the physical, Intellectual
and moral development of fishermen
Land sallors, will be considered,

‘While necessarily there will be much
that is purely theoretical in the discus-

comfort and longevity—conditions tha'
make for human happiness and useful-
ness and exemplify evolution in some
of Its most subtle phases
P ——

It is pmall wonder that the proposal
of Bir Thomas Lipton to race the cup
defender and challenger across the At.
lantic has been recelved with surprise
by the New York Yacht Club, and there
eeems little likellhood that It will be
cantertalned. The accidents that have
already befallen the slightly bullt rac-
ing machineg show that the factor of
safety has been cut down as low as It
was possible to cut it, and that it will
be little short of wonderful If both
yachts live through the races without
mishap. Of course, In the event of a
réace across the ocenn the =all plans
would be modified, and the boats
braced and strengthened to withstand
the shotk of the waves; but while the
SBhamrock, under rough-weather rig.
and prepared fully for the voyage, may
make the long journey in safety, she
will make nu attempt at speed, and will
be sailed 8o as to protect her from the
violence of the waves. But even with
all these precautions, several challeng-
ers have been wrenched so severely on
the high seas that it was necessary to
dock them before they could enter the
races, and it {s hardly likely that clither
the Ehamrock or the Constitution could
be raced from shore to shore without
grave danger, not only to the yachls
themselves, but to the lives of those
who sall in them. There can be no
question that o race across the Atlantie
would be fineé sport; that it would afford
abundant epportunity for a test of sea-
manship, and that it would attract the
interest of the world even more, per-
haps, than the cup races off Sandy
Hook. It should not, however, be made
by rleather-welght racing craft, such
as the Constitution and the Shamrock,
but by yachts bullt for that kind of
work, and able to meet the high-rolling
reas without danger of being wrecked
or capsized In mid-ocean, to the deadiy
peril of all on board.

All' of the great trade centers which
are the Initial sbipping-points to the
ocean for largé areas of production are
in & llmited sense inland cities. New
York on the .Hudson, Chicago on a
feeder of the St. Lawrence, Philadelphia
on the Delaware, Baltimore on the Pa-
tapeco, Bt. Louls and New Orleans on
the Mississlppl, and Portland on the
Willamette and Columbia, are e¢xam-
ples. Witness alxo, In Europe, London
on the Thames, Liverpool on the Mer-
sey, Bremen on the Weser, Hamburg
on the Elbe, Antwerp on the Schelde,
Bordeaux on the Garonne, and Parls on
the Seine, ITf salt water is the first es-
sentinl of a commercial city, why do
Ban Francisco, Doston and Newport
News yleld te Chlcago, and Seattle,
Tacoma and Everett to Portland?
Ships go as far Inland as they can, fol.
lowing the established custom of trade
from the begianing of time of the meet-
Ing of seller and buyer at the point
on the trade route most convenlent to
both,

—_—

The few days of sunshine of last
week caused a marked improvement
in the appearance of lowland wheat,
pushad the strawberry crop forwnrd
rapldly, caused peas to fill, currants
to ripen, corn to start, and, indeed,
induced a general forward movement
in the, dom@m of agriculture in the
Willamette Valley. Having thus per-
formed a generous act, the clerk of the
weather chahged the programme with-
out apparent cause or due warning,
and let looe, as it were, “chill No-
vember's surly biasts™ and rains upon
the June flelds and gardens. “Pota-
toes needed rain,” say the growers of
the useful tubers, and the rest of us
are driven to seek consolation In the
fact that this need has been supplied.

The announcement is made semi-offl-
clally that Penslon Commissioner H. C.
Evans has handed his resignation o
the President, It 1 explalned that
while for personal reasons the Presl-
dent has heen disposed to retain Evans
in office, the attitude of the latter has
for months been that of “dignified irri-
tation.”” Presldent McKinley would
Hke, It I= =ald, to stand between his
Commissioner and the rascally pension
agents who have made the life of the
lattéer a borden, but political conditions
will not permit this, So he will ¢en-
deavor to soften the matter by finding
a lean trying but equally remunerative
place for him, thus making concesslons
neceasary to his own peace of mind, to
influential pension agents,

Busan B. Anthony's address deliv-
ered on the opening day of the annual
convention of the Natlonal Woman's
Buffrage Association at Minneapoiis in-
cluded the following passage:

When the mether of Christ shall be made
the true misdel of womanhood and motherhond,
when the office of maternity shall be held ,a-
ered, and the ‘mother shall consecrate herself,
ar did Mary, to the ohe ldea of bringing forth
the Christ child, then, amd not till then, will
this earth sen & new order of men and women,
proma o good rhther than to evil

The New York Sun quotes this pas-
sage, and fairly says that If women
follow such a model “they cannot be
politicianse, They will pull baby car-
riages Instend of wires. Thelr office s
to ralse children for the Republic and
the future.”

A considerate public will deeply sym-
pathize with Secretary Hay in the be.
renvement that has fallen upon him
and his household through the tragic
death of his eldest som. The death of
a8 young man just entering upon a ca-
reer” of honor and usefulness Is, to &
certaln extent, a public misfortune,
while to parents whose hopes are sud-
denly blasted by the untimely passing
of a promising son, the event is a bitter
calamity. This being true, public sym-
piathy and regret in full measure attend
Secretary and Mrs. Hay in the severe
affilction that has overtaken them,

It would be qulte disloyal to McKin-
ley, Hanna, Foraker et al. even to sup-
pose that anything new or unexpected
wounld come from the Ohlo Republiean
Convention. Ohlo |s a great state, but
Its politicai partlea are In that condl-
tion of subserviency expressed by the
term “thoroughly organized."” The ma-
chine does Its work there with neatness
and dispatch.

The population of SBalem i= again set
downm In the census returns at 4258. It
Is a beggarly showing for the capital of
Oregon. Has the place. grown at all
during the past thirty years? Or was
the census enumerator too stupld to
make his returns in an intelligible man-
ner? Salem certainly cannot “point
with pride.”

‘We guarantee that Bryan, In declin-
ing & third nomination for the Presl-
dency which has not béen offered him,
does oot think he is rejecting an Im-
perial crowa,

- ——

—

\EAST OREGOY IRRIGATION

Baker City R- pubiiean.

Congressman Malcolm A, Mood; has
succetded In securing = promise of @
visit to Eastern Oregon by Profissor F.
H. Newell, chief hydrographer of ihe
Geological Burvey. Some time within the
near future this distinguished i(rrigation
expert will be In our part of the state,
to measure the prominent streams and
furnish data regarding the possibilities of
reclalming arld Iands

Announcement of this fact should create
widespread interest and generste an in-
tense spirit of activity. Professor New-
ell, the dlspatch ataten, has been visiting
those regions where the farmers showed
an appreciation of such wark, and by
united, eager demand, offered some en-
couragement to the Governmenl In af-
fording nll pomsible anmsistance. He aid
not come to the vast arld reglon of Ore-
gomr before because there seemed no de-
mand for his services. He found nothing
hers to enchurage him to believe that pre-
paratory work by the Government would
be followed up by Intelligent effort to ap-
ply Information conveyed.

Congressman Moody hns persuaded the
survey that Eastern Oregon farmers are
nlive to the pos=ibilities of irrigation. His
arguments have accomplished what ab-
#ence of concerted actlon and progreasiva
nctivity on the part of the farmers should
have done before. It now resis with the
farmers to  substantiate Mr.
wintements In thelr behalf.
Ing Ues the simple duty of demonstrating
that the agriculturists of this vast finde-
veloped reglon' are awalte, are In t1 @ line
of march to greater and better conditions
than those which have blessed their an-
CERLOTS,

Oregon is known to porsesa @ vast arld
belt., I[rrigation éntsrprises here have not
gained the substantial headway noted In
many other climes, Land in this country,
which If in California would bs brilllant
with orange groves or richly productive
of lusclous frults, ls set to sagebrush, bas
been set to that useiess shrub for genera-
tions past, and will be 20 In the future un-
less greater enterprise Imbues the Inhab-
ftants,

Irrigation In Eastern Oregon will un-
fold possibllities =s» great that, eompared
with the preseni, they might b» thought
a dream. There is soll here, fertlle, pro-
ducing sofl, quickly responsive to the hus.
bandman's touch If watered.

Arcund the outskirts of other communi-
ties population Is clinging to barren
carth, thinly ciad with soll, broken with
boulders, and deprived of every produc-
tive Ingredient. Wavering at a move
which takes them from environments fa-
miller, to those they know not of, they
pour forth good human energy upon ster-
lle ground.

These conditions cannot exist when such
vasl tracts a8 sproad before the eye In
Eastern Oregon are omen Lo settlement,
It these thrifty, industrious pmople are
taught where to look. Nothing in modern
days does more (o attract immigrants and
capital than legitimate advertising of re-
sources. If the eminent €overnment irrl-
gation expert Is known to be spending a
considerable period in chis preglon, and
the Intelligent reports sent out coyer facts
outlining the wvast resources of Eastern
Oregon, no surer magnet cquld be formed
for eaplital. Investors and homeseekers
would Ffollow his statements regarding
agricultural development with absorblng
Interest.

Commencing at The Dalles, Congress-
man Moody and Professor Newell will
traverse most of Eastern Oregon. All the
Inrger sireams will be carefplly meae-
ured. and notes made of Irrigation possi-

billties. One of the walercourses men-
tloned in the outline alreaady furnishsd
wnx Powder River, flowing by Bakefs

very door,

In anticipation of this visit, farmers
and business men generally woald find It
to the advantage of thelr community If
an ¢ffort were mads to prepare Informa-
tlon, afford Professor Newell opportunity
for observation and study, and mapifest
such an intereat as would encourage this
valued department farther to analyze
Fustern Oregon and report on Its pros-
pects. This is ene of the lnes of legiti-
mate advertising. which produces lenfold
resilte. A wide-awake eommunity will
quickly grasp the opportunity,

A Dangerons Gan.

Hudson Maxim in the Home Magazine,

During the last few years we have
heard a great deal about the man behiad
the gun. He has had his share of praise,
We have pletured him In our mind's eye
as a bronzed hero for whom death haa
no terrors, There |s another type of man
behind the gun of whom we have not
heard so much, but he Is an equuily brave
and interesting character, He Is the In-
ventive crank. He is usually possessed of
the most unbounded confldence In his own
devices, due to o bllasful Ignorance of the
powerful agencles he attempts to handle,
He Is a real hero all right, and will al-
wiya oxpress his willlngness to stand
to his gun during tests, while the usual
man behind the gun seelis shelter. Only
recently an Inventor constructed a gun
from gas pipe for throwing dynamite with
gunpowder. He ook It to Sandy Hook
for trinl, but ax the ordnance officers
would not permit him to stand beside
it while he touched it off, he wns greal-
Iy enraged and refused to let the gun be
tested at all by the Unlted States Gov-
ernment. He threatened to glve forelgr
governments the beneflt of his Inven.
t'on, and Unecle S8am would be obligea
to do without It. He look his gun home
with him, where he could test It all by
hims=elf, which he did in n fleld back of
his house. He was picked up unconscious,
with his under jaw gone, and a few other
parts missing.

Whnt Tommy Atkins Hates,

Monthiy Review.

If there s ome thing Tommy hates it s
being worned, The word Is a poor one,
and har belter but less polite substitutes
in hiz own vernacular. 1 don't deny that
he will grouse (grumble} heartlly over the
monst necessary work, but he will grouse
in a very different and more justifinble
way uver unnecessary work, or work given
l.m at he wrong time, when a little con-
slderation would have shown the order to
be unfalr. There are times when detalls
must be insisted on: there are others
when a sympathetic Instinct would say:
“Lat them alone.” He hares A succes-
slon of contradictory orders, one counter-
manding the other. Often this Is lh-
evitable, but he Is shrewd enough ito
make allowances where It Is so, and o
distinguishes cases where It s only fore-
sight and conslderation that are lacking.
An officer’'s knowledge of his work and
knowledge of his men never far seps
arated, are here closly allied. An order
which Is wrong through shortsightedness
or ignorance, though its results in Incon.
venlence to the giver, may be nothing at
all, reacts Inexorably on the rank and
file In the shape of annoyance and worry
perhaps far out of proportion to its In-
trinsie importance.

Taril® Issue Agunin Forvwared,
Springfleld (Mass.) Republican.
Againet the Eastern HRepubllean move-
ment to punish Babcock by removing him
from the ways und means committee and
the chalrmanship of the Congressional
campaign committee, lles the ecertainty
that the Western Republicans will resent
the attempt and Inzlst upon some modifi-
eation of Government protection to trust
extortion In the home market. Babeock
knew that Western Republican sentiment
was strongly back of him In putting for-
ward such n bill ns he has, or he would
not have token the step. He may be
forced to retreat and the Western Repub.
llcans may be induced to keep still & while
longer, most probably. The Eastern wing
of the party Is the stronger of the two,
and will be able to Gse the prevailing
prosperity and the old tarlf argument of

protection to labor and small

with powerful effect. But success in keep-
ing the party together sgainst any change
in the tarif must result In restoring the
tarilt gquestion to something of i’ old po-
sitlon' of Importance in American politics.

in thetr keep- |

— - @ e ——— —

Wi, VERSUS COTION.

Boston Hera!d

In the last bulletin of the National As-
moclation of Wool Manufacturers the odi-
tor endeavors—and to quite an extent suc-
cesafully—to meet the adveras comments
that have boen ralsed by the woolgrowers |
concerning the amount of cotton and oth-
er substitutes that have been used dur-
ing the last few years in the manufacture
of alleged woolen and worsted goods,
Probably fow not interested in the busi-
ness have heen aware of the groat ex-
tent to which of late wool hits glven
place to other materinls In. these classea
of manufacture. One of the largest and
most successful manufacturers of this
country recently suld that, in his epinion,
cotton was used at the present time In
the marnufacture of wool and woolen
goods to what would be the equivalent
of 00.00,(00 pounds of American wool in
the grease. As the total weal elip of this
couniry for the year 190 js estimated at
less than 200000000 pounds, 1t will be =een
that cotton plays a part almost as gTont
as wool In the producticn of wool fabrics.

The editar of the Bulletin admir= thay
the use Is large; that as the predilcetions
of the American people for the bargain
counter Is motortcus; that as they expect

Moody's | 10 purchase something for less than the

cost of materfals and manufacture, they
Invite and cannot justly complaln of de-
ception. But, without saying It In =0
many words. he admita that the diMeulty
In the present instance Is the artificially
produced high price of wool

He says that the frea woo! tariff of 1594
not only admitted an enormous gquantity
of adulterated woolen goods from nbroad,
but alsxo reduced the cost of domestie all-
wool goods to n point In Keeping with |
free raw moterial. When the duties on
wool were restored under the new tariff,
the manufacturers, particularly those
making ready-made clothing, which repre- |
sents a great part of the pse made of
wool and woolen textile fabries, found it
impossible to put up Lhelr prices to cor-
respond with the artificial advance In the
cast of the raw material The editor of
the Builet!nholds the tariff of 1584 respon-
sible for the present use of substituies,
because It accustomed the American peo-
ple to a range of low prices from which
they canno! now be persunded to depart,
This, it szema 1o us, ik a back-handed
responsibility, since, If in the Dingley tar-
Iff the wonl schedule had been left as In
the preceding tariff, the American manu-
facturers could have supplled thelr custo-
mers with the low-priced goods which
they needed without having to resort so
largely to the use of wool substitutes

Even the editor of the Builetin admits
that the wool duties undsr the preseat
tariff law are too high. that they oper-
ate 10 restrict the consumption of wool,
and are thus Injurious to the grower of
that staple, & result which he says the
wool manufacturers pointed out to the
woolgrowers at the time the Dingley bill
war under Congressional conszideration

The statement has been frequently made
at Washington by those representing the
woolgrowers that, If a high duly was
maintained upon Imported wool, It would
not required many vears before there
would be produced In the United Btates
all of the wool that the American people
require. To quite an exteni present ex-
perionce Is demonstrating the truth of
thia foreenst, although In & manner that
the woolgrowers could never have ox-
pected. Instead of Increasing thelr pro-
duction of wool up to the level of an In-
creased demand. they have, by Insisting
upon extremely high prices, brought the
per capita Ameriean demand for wool
pretty closely down to the Mmit of thelr
former production; hence, instead of in- |
creasing the supply, they have lessened |
the demand, and we have low prices for
wool in our market simply because cven
the present domestic wool ellp, which Is
considerably less In quantlty than It was
Aftesn years ago., appears te be mors
than ¢qual to the demands of the consum-
ing public.

We are not importing any considerabie
quantity of the forelgn manufactures nfl

wool: we are simply dolng without this
staple and are using cotton In place of
it. Bo long n& cotton nt ten conts a

pound ecan perform the service of wool,
which on & scournd basis costs fifty-five
to sixty cents a pound, it Is obvious that
the former and not the latter will be
used; and as the editor of the Bulletin
points out, medern invention has gone =0
far In the Improvement of machinery and
methods that cotton manufacturers have
had given to them not only the material
appearance, but also the “feel.” of wool- |
len goods.

The American consumers, numbering In
the aggregate BN prople, have In
this way revenged themselves upon thelr
woolgrow!ng and woolmanufacturing op-
pressors. The latter. through Congres-
siona! Influence, have decereed that wool
and wool tabrics should have a high and
artificlally sustained market price glven
to them. The method adopted for the
purpese of securing thls result has heen
little lesa than legalized cextortion. ’r’n-:]
only means by which the American con-
sumers have been able to defend them-
selves I to announce that to quite a de-
gree they will do without wool, just as
thelr fé4refathers announced thatl they
would da without tea when the autocratie
English Government compellsd them o
pay a tax upon this. This instinctive ac- |
tion, just ns cffective in Its resulls as
though 1t had been planned, has great-
Iy astonishyd and disappointed the wool
grower, and is chang!ng the wool Inte
what may be falrly described as cotlon
manufacturing business,

La Grippe In Filteenth Century.
Notes and Queries.

It is very well known that the Influensa
is not an excluaively modern compiaint,
but I am not sure whether & curious ref-
erence o it by Bower, the continuntor of
Fordun's Chronicie, has been noted. Writ.
ing of the yenr M2y he says that among
those who fdied in Seotland that year wore
Bir Henry Bt. Clair, Earl of Orkney; Sir
James Douglios of Dalkelth, Sir Willlam
de Abernethy, Bir Willlam de St. Clalr, Sir
Willlam Ceckburn, and many others, all
by “that infirmity whereby not only great
men, but innumerable quantity of the
commonalty, perished, which was vulgar-
ty termed J Quhbew (le Qubhew a vulgnri-
bus dicebatur).” (Bower, xv, 52) Now
“quli” in Seottish texts usually represents
the sound of "“wh' (properly aspirated),
therefore It seems that In the 1ith century
the influenzh was known as ‘the Whew,™
Just as it ix known In the 2th century as
“the flue.” I have refralned from quoting
at length Bower's explanation of the
cause of the epidemic, but there seems lit-
tle doubt that the dizeame wns Identical
with that with which we are so grizvous.
Iy familiar.

The Mi:n Behind the Pen,
Magennis [veagh, In Lealle’'s Woekiy.
Morning. sveniig. sarly and late,
Rain, or sunihine, or snow,
Behold our friemd of the fourth estate
In the hives of Newspaper How!
Who #o tirclezs day by day?
Who so modest of men?
Who so young, though his head be gray?
The man behitd the pen.

Headache, heartache, merry or sad,
True to his chieen trust,
Recording the deedn of the good and the bad,
Gentle, generous, just
Hanpy-go-hucky, fond of gnod cheer,
Little to show for it when
He balances boaoks at the end of a year—
The man belind the pen,

Popular fdols! Children of fame!
Which of you pauses to think

That most of the glory encireling your name
Was horn of ‘primfer’s Ink?

Towns turn out—the people shout
Witk rapture scsiatle—ah. then

Remember the wizird who brought 12 about!
The man behind the pon.

Moarning, evening, carly and Iate,
Rain, or runshine. or snow,

Bebold our friend of the fourth estate

hives of Newspaper Row!

| predicied.

| eatehing one —Philedalphla Evening

NATE AND COMMENT.

Ard the next day it ratned.

Last ditches appear to be scattered all
over the Transvaal

Drop a hundred milllon dollars into the
alot and get a trust.

Philadelphin Is achieving a hit im the

role of a terrible example

What ahall we do with our giris? 8 be=
Einning to be a sfrious question in Rus.
sla and Italy,

Having Inld down his arms, of course
General Callles will longer abis
to lift up his bead.

LH ] e

The theatrical season has closed in the
Eaxt, but the murder trials have stepped
In 1o amuse the matinee giris.

Keep your eyve on Funston. He wiil
probably celebrate the Fourth of July by
going out nto the woods and capturing
a Fllipino privarte.

L1 Hung Chang has Ined an emincnt
lawyer, The old man evidently intends to
make & will that will stay made for a
few montis after his decease

Annther boom In the stock marker =
Buy early and you will be oyt
of danger of the fenr which s bringing
Andrew Camcgle's gray halss wi
row down to the grave.

I sor-

We have beat Hon. John Buall
In the yacht races, and on the

At EoiL,
nnd

the Pourth of July Is coming aroang o
remind him that we bad something 1he
beat of the War of the Revolution

Swirs cow beils have been Introduced
into the Himnlayas to frighten the tigers
nwiny from the cattle iIf the cow hells
do not work, accordions enn be substitgl-
ed. Any Lger that ever growled would

fiy from the sound of an sccordlon,

A prominent colored man who is com-

Iing 1o Portlund. organiged a chapler of
thea Order of Hawhkne in Seart] An ths
viewe of the calored race and those of
the hawk vaineide on the chicken ques-
tion, the good bLrother ought to be well
Qualified 1o put the onler on an Integ.
esting basle

The following dramatic criticlsm ap-
peared recentiy in a Norweglan papers:
“The travellng theatrical company at
present visiting this fown gave one night
s representation of a play styled “The
Merry Wives of Windsor,” by a person
called Shakespeare. The play Is sald to

be a comady, but & terribly monotonous
In 1= effect, especinlly the two first nets,
An uncouth and besotted cavaller, who
flirts and apoons with a hevy of demi-
mondalies, but who becomes a victim
to their absurd Intrigues—soch Is the sum
totnl of the plot. We can only say that
sush a piny Is poor fare to invite an edu-
cated public to, It was a rellef when tha
curtaln dropped, and we had an opportun-
Ity of listening to a selection of humorous
sOnEs."”"

“I heard Dr, Coman Deoyle tell a good
story durlng a trip | made to London jaat

Winter.” sald an Eastern man a day orf
two ago. “He sald that at a dinner party
he had attended the guests begnn e

cussing the daily discoveries made to the
delriment aof people occupying high sta-
tions *in life and enjoying the confideucs
of the business world. Dr. Doyle sald
that it had alwnys been his opinion that
af

there wax & skeleton In the closet
every man who had reached the age of
. This led to a ot of discussion, somoe

of the guests resenting the idea that there
was no one who had not in hi=s peast
something that were hetter concealed, As
a result the controversy. Dr. Doyle
sa'd, It was suggested that s views as

of

to family skeletons be put to the tesi,
The diners selecied a man of thelr ac-
quaintance whom all knew anly as an

upright Christian gentleman, whose word
wis accepted asx gquickly as his bond and

who stood with the highest In every fe-
Apect. ‘We wrote s telegram saying:
“Afl 1s discoversd, fee at once,” lo this
pillnr of society,” =ald Dr, Doyle, ‘and
gomt it He disappeared the next day,
and has never béen heard from sinee.”
Attorney-General Knox Is  the most

youihful-looking man that has occupled &
Cabinet portfollo In recent years. He
jooks more llke a boy of 18 or 20 than
he does like 2 man of middle age. Tha
other day he was taken for a boy by an
old gentleman who was at the Deparn-
ment of Justice (o see the Attorney-Gen-
eral on business. Mr. Knox's office is on
the first Moor of the bullding. The walt-
Ing-room i% on the opposite side of the
hall. The old gentleman had been sitiing
there for an hour or more w see Lbe
Attorney-General. At last Mr, Knox
emerged from hia office to go to some
other part of the bullding. The old gen-
tlemaa mistook him for the office boy,
and stepping up to him, sald:

“RBay, sonny, what kind of a fellow ls
your boss? 1 see you coming out of his
office, and presume you know all about
nim. 1 have a lttle businesz to irans-
wet with the Attorney-General, and would

like to get » lne on Mr Knox befors
tnekitng him.'"
Mr. Knox's cherubic face Dbrightened,

and, with a merry iwinkle In his e¥e,
sald:

“Ch, he's all right.
sit down untll 1 retumn.
what you have (o say.”

The old gentleman would then and thers
have sold nimaelf for ¥ cents, :

Walk right ln and
I will then hear

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAFHERS

Mathiide—Mr Hungerford 13 a man who
theroughly belleves In Rimeelf. Flaine—How
very gullible he must be.—Town and Country.

Tons Fast for Her.—Mis Eldrn—Ther=s are so
many facL young men powadays, Miss Young-
1y—H 'm—yes; you do seem o have fifleulty
Balletin.

Hortlcultural Millinery. —""Harry, haw do you
like my new hat?™ “I dm't know, Harriet:
Aceen’'t It nesd s Hitle more frult on top aud
a little mors strubbery on the Joft side? —
‘hicago Recort-Herald

At the Apothecary's.—Poet—How much [
this prescripiion? Apatheenry—Two  doflars,
plense.  Poet irolllcquizing as he pays)—&nd
the publishers tell me that postry In & drug
In the market. Oh, that it were'—Boston
Transcripl.

Ko Sport About It —""1 see that the cup de-
tender Constitution takes trial trips on Sun-

dny Is It right to Indulge In & wport an (he
Aay aof st T ““Tripa In & cup defenider don't
ecuma under the head of wport They are

clnsmed as dangerous scl=ntiflc experiments "=
Cleveland Flamm Dealer.

Ba Swret of Her'—Mra Chatterleigh—Fancy,
denr, at the Hrowna' last night, they wers all
saying Sow glad they wern 10 hear you wern
At last eqngaged® OFf pourve, [ dldn't belisve
the moport, dear. and I sald I wondersd any
one could be so stupld as to Imagine ansthing
% abaurd ! —Puneh,

His Marksmanship — "DId—lid you sver shoot
a man?’ guestioned the tenderfoot timilly of
Vepperhole Pete.  “Hee here, young fiier,”
bawled Pepperhole Pete, In o volos that shooke
Pike's Peak, “don’t you pever rellect an my
markamanship agin! Sheot a man! 1 never
miss’'d one, ¥ dern gaket!™ —Ohie Stats Jour-
nal

Caught Red-Handed. — "We belleve yod Lo be
the gulity man.” hissed the grroai slocth. L
am innooatt.”’ retorisd the accused. “Bat those
red stalne oz your hands? They arr sursly
blood." “No, sir: Uthograph ink. [ seried o
read the art supplement of a Sundey paper
whils | was perspiring."—Chicago MNiws,




