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JAPAN'S GRIEVOUS HANDICAP,

Economic annals of recent years have
had no more Interesting phase than
the fallure of dismal prophecy of in-
roads upon oy manufacturing industry
through Ori®ital competition. The
promised ascendency of Japan, for ex-
ample, through wonderful powers of
Amitation and cheap labor, has mnot
come to hand. What discerning observ.
ers asseried years ago has now been
demonstrated by experience—that s,
that the imitator can never hope to
surpass the originator; that cheap Ia-
bor, so-called, 1= very llkely, especially
in manufactoring Indusiry, to prove the
most costly kind of labor, and that as a
people’s earning power increases, Iis
consuming power will inerease, so that
its wages will rise, and the heavier its
output for export. the greater will be
the market it affords for distant pro-
ducers,

These ldras were steadfastly maln-
talned in The Cregonlan some seven
or sight years ago when the Japanese
awakening first appeared and when the
dangers of Ortental competition were so
thoroughly ecxpicited, and have been

apported ever sloce. An interesting
and ciroumstantial corroboration of
them s afforded in the letters Mr.
Frederick 1. Palmer is writing from
the Orieni to the New York Evening
Post. He notes an amazing Increase of
Japanese exports, but the imports have
kept pace with them. *““As the people
earned more,” he says, "they consumed
more, growing fonder of foreign goods.
S0 a protest i= ralsed in the press
against Indlvidual extravagance on the
. part of all plasses.” In short, says Mr,
Palmer, “the prophecy that Osakn's
cheap factory Jabor would drive Euro-
pean and Americen goods out of the
Enastern market has proved to be as
idle as the prophecy made by ESir Rob-
ert Hart thirty years ago in a dreamy
mament, that by 1200 the Chinese mer-
chant flag would be seen oftener in the
harbor of Liverpool than the British
flag on the Yangtse. The atmosphere
of the Orient is particularly sulted to
bogien. ™

But our prime objéet in noting Mr.
Palmer's lelters 16 to draw attention Lo
& yet unrecognized source of Orienial
ferlority, and one whose Importance
can hardiy be overestimated, This is
the handicap of dear money, Thus:
“While money seeks Investment at half
the rate In London or New York, one
of the great Japanese steamship com-
panles offers & per cent. Inm Yokohama,
while one of the great English banking
institutions pays [ per cent on fixed de-
posite, 4 natlve bank on the same sireet
pays 7. The native bank is owned by a
family which s tv Japun what the
Fothschilds are to England or Fraoce,
Yet It gets far less foreign money than
the English concern.”

The ternms upon which money can
be hired constitute an all-powerful fac-
tor In industrial competition. Lower
Interest rates have enabled New Eng-
land cotton manufacturers to resist the
threatened culn thai was to be forced
upin: them by the Bouthern mills. The
Bouth had cheaper labor, equal ma-
chinery. and .saved frelght from the
plantation to the factory. Against
these advantages New England had
only lowar Interest rates, but she won
out. So In l‘_« maritime world, cheap
moncy hgs enabled” Great Britain to
outbulld aa@utsail the United States;
but with the coming of low interest
rates, Americans can build and operate
as cheaply as the Britsh. With these
coumparisans at hand, we need not be
surprised to Jearn that Japan feels
hopeleasiy unhbic to compete with the
Tnlted States on lts own ground unth
its Interest rates more neatly approxl-
mate those of this country or Europe.

The fixed charge of interest is a per-
manent element all manufacturing en-
terprise muast reckon with. The advan.
tage an oli.community with great ac-
cumulated savings enjoys over a back-
ward community with inferior security
i= part of the reward It secures for the
hardship Its capital suffers by reason
of low Interest. Money earns little n-
terest in Great Britaln, but ita factories
defy the world; and with all Japan's
advantages her dear money will be =
continuous handicap until the cecumu-
lations of generations press [nteresmt
down to the International level. In the
most differently clrcumstanced commu-
pities there are unsuspected compensa.
tions that will discover themselves to
painstaking research

— . e
The useful, unostentatious, purpose-
fu] citizen was well represented In the
jate Dr. Willlam Gelger, of Forest
Grove, TUpright dn principle, lpenhtmdt
in purpose, of modest self-eatimate an
econtented mind, he passed more tham
§0 of his 85 years of life in a single

community, bonoring it by his presence

and contributing to Its success by his
endeavor. From thehome that he set up
in the wilderness, more than half a cen-
tury ago, with Ellzabeth Cornwall, his
wife, children and children's children
have gone out with a heritage of up-
rightness, while many in a wider and
ever-wideningcommunity came through
sickness to know the balm of his cheer-
ful pressnce and to attest the simple
arts of hia bhealing. A life ordered In
conformity with nature was' ended and
its record closed by the death of Dr.
Oeiger at four score and five years.

IN MITIGATION OF A NUISANCE.

It I8 a sad commentary on the de-
pravity of human nature that the ad-
vent of Bummer weather brings loud
complaint from Lhe very same persons
who have been but mow bewalling the
cold and the raln. It Is not, apparently,
that they really want hot weather when
it 1= cold, or cold weather when it Is
hot, but that discontent is their normal
state and grumbling thelr natural oc-
cupation, The desirabllity of season-
able weather is nothing to them, They
would have dry, clear Mays, with a
consequent crop shortage. Then they
would have cool Junes and Julys, with
josufficlent ripening weather for fruit
and graln. They would glive the mer-
chant no chance to sell his umbrellas
and heavy overcoats in Winter, or
straw hatg and sunshades In Summer,

Yet while we must recognize the
meteorological pessimist as a public
enemy, it will not do to denounce un-.
measurably. Let us rather avold the
error of Intemperance into which he
bas fallen, and =2t him an example in
moderation. Besides, there 1s some ex-
cuse for his failing. Because a man
objects to freezing to death in Wiater
Is no reasomn why he should uncom-
plalningly submit to belng burned up
In Summer. We take it, moreover, that
one prime source of the weather pes-
simist’s activity has never been ade-
quately recognized, and this {s the bur-
den Iald upon him of contribuiing a
due share to the comversation. The
world would be a far drearier place If
it were not for the herolsm of those
who confquer lassitude, weariness and
distaste for those with whom they are
thrown, in & supreme effort of self-sac.
rifice to make remarks.

Hereln les, In fact, one of the pro-
foundest altruistic forme of modern 1ife
and a demonstration In Christlan fortl-
tude that Dr. Paley might well have
included in his “Evidences.” To greet
persons you abhor with a cheery “How
are you!"; to pay respectful admiration
1o the unlovely or the old, and set roses
hlocoming in cheeks to which beauty
has been & stranger; (0 be tender and
captivating with the spolled child as
well as the well-bred and winsome; to
smiie at the stupid joke as well ns the
clever one; to talk entertainingly when
you are out of sarts, or suffering with
corng and toothache, or badgered by
unfeeling creditors—these are aocts of
moral courage above the reach of many
& man who would march uvndaunted to
the cannon’s mouth or plunge from
shipboard to rescue a drowning child,

Let us remember, then, that perhaps
when our neighbor remarks upon the
beastly weather he Is not volelng the
ceascless discontent and rebellion In
L him 80 much as he is trying to be In-
teresting. "My, Isa't it hot! or “What
a cold Spring we are having!” may be
only the outgrowth of an unconsclous
conviction that to state the bald, un-
varnished fact about the precipitation
and the temperatures would be insuffer.
ably dull and unentertaining. We are
In danger, also, of forgetting the large
and Increasing number of those who
seldom find in the weather cause for
anything but felicitation. There be
happy souls to whom all wenther Is
good; and who ery “Amen, pralse God!™
at every dispensailon of Providence,
like the happy heroine In Tennyson's
poem,

A VISIONX OF TEACE.

The avowed purpose of the new Re-
publican Club just organized in Port-
land is assured of the glad band from
all humane-minded persons, Harmony,
heavenly harmony, ia its theme, though
in a restricted sense. It |s for har-
mony n the ranks of the Republican
party, but when it impinges on the De-
mocracy, then it is for war to the knife.
This s obviously a llmited form of har-
mony, and opens up possibilities of se-
vere mortalily among Democrats on
election day; yet so far as It goes, it In
in the direction of peace. In this era
of harmonisations and community of
interests, it might be only a step from
unification of tactions in a party to uni-
flcation of the parties. There are op-
portunitiea In the political field which
may attract the ambition of the most
daring promoters, If the factions can
be syadicated, why oot the parties? It
Is & martter of common knowledge that
sirife within the party Is oftenér more
bitter than the conflict between partles,
No men can hate each other more
fiercely than brothers once estranged,
and if factlonal animosity can be al-
laved by harmony clubs, there is no
limit to the scope of the political pro-
moter,

Yet the magunitude of the task should
not be underestimated. There are ele-
ments in the local sltuation that might
daunt the stoutest heart. Unfortu-
nately, there are In politics no widely
sundered territories of revenue such as
the raliroads or the stee] plants appor-
tlon among themselves, Such I= human
nature thut when one faction wins out
at the primarles, history records no In-
stance of its turning over a portion of
the usufruct to Its prostrate antagonlst,
It wanta a sweeping victory, and If It
can't have that # expects defeat, It
is concelvable, of course, that the vari-
ous offices might be syndicated be-
tween the princlpal Oregon Republican
factions, Simon and anti-Simon, but In
practice It would be very hard to real-
lze¢. He would be a bold man, for ex-
ample, who should undertake to con-
vince Mr., Hirsch and Mr. Fulton that
thelr Interests would be advanced by
Mr. 8imon's re-election to the Senate.
Who shall persuade Governor Geer that
Mr. Booth or Mr, Willlamson would
be the best man for Governor, or con-
vinee Mr. Dunbar that one term as
Secretary of Btate Is qulte enough for
any man? What is wanted, In & word,
iz the “machine.” and ft ls Indivisible.
It controls everything, and for lis pos-
session each side bends all Its ener-
giex. Harmony before the primaries is
a beautiful dream, but In Its realiza-
tion the new Republlcan Club need not
expect Immedinte success.

Nor ls the prospect much brighter if
we transfer the harmonization of the
party to the after-nomination period.
This ¢lub doubtless proposeés that while
everybody shall serap to his heart's
content before the convention, once the
candidates have been chosen every man
shall buckle down “llke a true Re-
publican™ and “work for the success
of the whole ticket.” This i a fayor-
ite theme of the party man, especlally

the victor. The orator says, after the
slate has gone through, that he is that
kind of a Republican (or Democrat)
who belleves that when the party has
passed upon his candidacy and chosen
another man, the time for fighting has
passed, and now he will put his shoul-
der to the wheel and help roll up an
old-time Democratic (or Republican)
victory. If he is in a Republican con-
veation, he eays that |5 true Republi-
canism; {f he Is In a Democratic con-
vention, he says that is true Democracy
—1. e. to acquiesce In the will of the
ma jority. The victorious candidates
are invariably of the opilnion that the
logers should support the whole ticket.
The losers profess the same opiniomn;
but t Is very common for them to knife
it. The indefeasible right to bolt has
never been alienated, and it I8 doubt-
ful If it ever will be. Therein lies the
check upon the reckiess ambitions of
unscrupulous bosses. Harmony I8
nice to read about, but, like most good
things, 1t can be purchased at too high
a price. Even the members of the Unl-
versal Peace Soclety would incline to
favor war to the kolfe against the poll-
ticlans, once the opposing machines
had been molidified Into & dommunity of
Interest.

THE MINSTAKES OF YEREX.

An Interesting letter from Mr. Yerex
printed In yesterday’'s Oregonian con-
talned many wuseful kints regarding
Oriental trade. It also contained some
assertions tending to show that Port-
land's trade with the far East Is neither
bnderstood nor appreciated by some
people who @are presumably in very
close¢ touch with It. Mr. Yerex says
that considerable California flour is
consumed In North China, and Intl-
mates that Portland dealers are gver-
looking something by shipplag flour to
South America by way of Californla in-
stead of shipping it to the Orient

Continuing, Mr. Yerex says:

Would It not appear more natural for Ban
Francisco to ahlp Califernia flour to SBouth
America and Portland to divert that flour
cargo now golng vie San Francisoo to China?
Doss this not prove that can dellver
the same quallly of flour to China for from
= cents to 50 cents per barrel lems than
Californin?

Hong Kong ls the distributing point
for North China ports, and while small
shipments are made direct to some of
these ports, experiment has proved that
the most satisfactory method for hand-
ling the trade 18 by making Hong Kong
the great distributing point for that
country. On the date of Mr. Yerex's
latter, the port stocks of Pacific Coast
flour at Hong Kong were 1,400,000 quar-
ter sacks. Of this amount, 350,000 sacks
were from California and 1,060,000 quar-
ter sacks from Oregon and Washington,
These figures do not indleate that Cali-
fornia Is cutting & very wide swath
In the forelgm lerritory, even though
she was first In the field,

As 10 the Bouth American shipments
from (his port, a Ilimited amount of
flour has been shipped direct from
Portland at the same rate charged from
Ban Franclsco, and where the stock
was trans-shipped at San Fraoclsco
the local rate from Portland was ab-
sorbed by the steamshlp companles,
which are at present engaged In some
very ferce competition on the south-
ern route. The supremacy of T. B.
Wileox, of this city, In the Orlental
flour trade s unquestioned, and there
Is nothing in his work for the past
fifteen years in which he has been
handling the trade that would indicate
that he was overlooking any opportu-
alty to push the sale of Oregon flour.

The mistake that Mr. Terex has
made—and it 1s a mistake which &
large proportion of the business men
of this city also make—is In underes.
timating the volume of businesa that
Portland 18 already doing. They hear
the oolse that Is made In rival ports,
and confuse nolse with actual business,
Meanwhile this city ships more wheat
and lumber than any other city on the
Pacific Coast. It aleo sells goods and
supplies money to the men who handle
wool, livestock, hops and salmon to the
value of from $10,000,000 to $15,000,000
artnually.

The men actually engaged in each
particular branch of business do not
need Information as to what they are
dolng or what they should do. The
Portland Flouring Mills Company and
the Pacific Export Lumber Company
have made Oregon flour and lumber fa-
mous all over the Orlent, and they have
the best agents obtalnable right on the
spot all the time, If Mr., Yerex can
work up a trade for Oregon butter,
canned goods, frult, ete., he will gecom-
plish much for the general good of the
entire state, but Portland exporters al-
ready have a long lead In the flour
busineas in the Orient and can never be
headed, We are doing a greater export
business than ever before; and it Is
eteadlly Increasing, but there are 2
large number of business men in this
city who are not aware of the fact, sim-
ply because they do not take the trou-
ble to keep informed,

OVERDOING THE SCHOOLS.

Dr. Lather Gulick, director of the
High School of the Pratt Imstitute, at
Brookiyn, N. Y., Is 2a man of sound com-
mon sense In his vigorously expreased
hostility to the present tendency In
schools to multiply toples with the cer-
tainty of superficlality, Intellectual dis-
sipation and impoverishment, when the
greéater need I8 of more thought about
fewer subjects and more absorption In
them In the Impressionable time of life,
A great college teacher recently sald in
a public address that an Indisposition
to read books I8 mot the trouble with

| the growing generation so much as |t

is the habit of rehding so many that
the memory carries off nothlag that
serves for food for future thought, “"We
normal human beings,” he said, “can-
not live and grow In an atmoeaphere of
thirteen topics & week.” Dr. Gulick
would not overwork, and yet he would
not overdivert the school youth. He
emphasizes the inporiance of thorough-
ness rather than varlety; the Import-
ance of knowing a few things well than
many superficlally. He does mot deny
that-the new educational methods make
the sgchoolroom less dull, but he evi-
dently does not belleve much In the
kindergarten philosophy of publle
schools, even for young chiidren, deem-
ing it & bad preparation for the legitl-
mate fleid of the public school, and does
not belleve In it at all for the youth of
larger growth., He thinks the High
Bchools of twealy vears agoe gave the
pupiis better education and preparation
for life work than the public schools
do teday, when the school youth live
In a perfectly bewlldering mass of
studles which distraet and demoralize,
make concentration of thought and at-
tention most difficult, “leading to the
taste of many things and the digestion
of none.™

Dr. Gulick holds that since all con-
tribute to the dupport of the publie
schools, Its maln object must not be
the preparation of the few for higher |

education, but the many for the prac-
ticnl work of life Into which the vast
majority piunge oa leaving school
Fifiy years ago our grandfathers fed on
& few books, carefully read and digest-
ed a few solld booka, and out of these
books they derived so excellent a vocab-
ulary that Benator Hoar thinks that
Harvard's crop from 1840 to 1855 could
think and write better than Harvard's
best culture can today, They did not
know s0 many things sabsolutely, but
they had mastered all the essentials,
the fundamentals, of human knowledge
thoroughly wnd well. Dr, Gulick s
right. When we remember not only
how few books Lincoln read, but how
few books men of greater opportunities
than Lincoln read, men like Webster,
Tom Corwin and Roscoe Conkling, we
can see ‘that the critical teacher I
right who says In substance that it Is
not of half so much importance that
¥ou read a vast number of books as it
is that you read so carefully that your
strong, clear memory of what you have
read Is a ceaseless stimulus to thought,

The charm of Macaulay les in the
fact that he made his vast memory of
facts an Inexhaustible atorehouse of
food for sound and just thought. His
esaays. and history are really bril-
llant examples of the art of lterary
and political Instruction by object-les-
sons drawn from his mine of Informa-
tion. Webster was not a classical
scholar of any great repute, but he had
read Shakespeare, Milton mad Burke
thoroughly. John Bright was not a
classical geholar, nor a university grad-
uate, like Gladstone, but, llke Webster,
he hall read Shakespenre, Bunyan's
“Pligrim’s Progress,” Milton and Burke,
and he was a greater master of hisown
tongue than Gladstone. Tom Corwin
and Roscoe Conkilng knew a few books
and knew them well. Both agreed that
a public speaker to be effective should
know well Shakespeare, Milton and By-
ron, for in these poets he would find his
best stimulus and his vocabulary, Such
men do not read to quote; they read
in order to be stimulated to think.
The methoda of seif-education and self-
training pursued by able men are worth
consldering In schools, Let the child
be taught to master his books, but in
order thas he may be able to master
them thoroughly hls books should not
be muitiplled to such an extent that no
tople will be absolutely understood,
whiie of all he will have but superficial
knowledge.

e s

The best news that has come from
Nome In many months is that it has
settied down to business of the orderly
kind. Thé name no longer stands for
a4 boom of the wildly speculative type,
but for the promise of prosperity earned
by Intelligent, patient, painstaking en-
deavor. Fabulously rich strikes are no
longer expected, but certainty of re-
muneration for well-ordered lnbor is as-
sured. ‘The beach and surrounding
country are rich in gold. The depos-
its, thougkh ho longer to be found
“among the grass roots” or in the sands
walting to be picked up or washed out,
have not been “worked out,” but still
wait to remunerate the patient miner,
properly equipped for his toil. The
whole story Is told ln the statement
from Washington: “As a boom town
Nome Clty Ie & thing of the past; it will
henceforth be a hettled mining center.”
No longer c¢lassed as the “poor man's
gold ‘fleld,” It has abundant promiss
&s the persistent man’s opportunity to
make somé money and perhaps to ae-
cumulate a fortune. i

The man who thinks of assumes that
all religious truth centers In himself
mnd is Irradlated only through his
teachings ls necessarily a self-sufficient
feilow, who hovera upon the brink of

_eelf-laudatory lhsanity until, sooner or

iater, he topples over {t. It is nol sur-
priging, therefore, that John Alexan-
der Dowle, who has wvaried the pro-
gramme of the modern rellglous pre-
tenders by assuming the rale of the
prophet Elljah Instead of that of Christ,
has become insane upon the subject of
himself and fancying that he Is of very
great lmporiance, and has concelved
the ldea that there are those who, under
the law, are trying to kidnap him and
“get him out of the way." Less sagn-
clous than “Mother" Eddy, who keeps
under cover and makes her egotlsm
pay, Dowle will soon land In an insane
asylum, where he can play for nothing
the role of Elijah to a muititude only
less mad than himeself.

A pension act passed long ago grant-
ed pensions to minors. who had lost
thelr fathers In war, the pensions to
contnue until the minors reached a
specified age. ‘The intentlon of the
law was to provide for the support of
children In need of help whose fathers
had been killed. But thousands of
these children did not need help, and
thelr mothers never applled for |t
Those children all passed out of the
“minor” stage 15ng ago, but the claim
agents work up these cases and apply
for the amount that “minors"” would
have recelved In case application had
been made in thelr behalf during child-
hood. In the last eleven months $327,-
314 was pald out on these old “minor”
claims, the average payment being
$1514. This lllustrates the beautles of
our pepsion system.

An unsuspected humorist seems to
have become atiached to the Associ-
ated Preas force In Chlcago. Hls Sun-
day explolt was on this wise:

Bitting on the left of President Harper In the
gradunate quadrangle tept, Johin D. Roekefeller
worshiped for @ive sufcesmsive hours today in
attendance at the divine services of Convo-
callof Bunday In the decennial celebration of
the  University of Chicago. The sesslon of
worship Iasted from sbout 8 o'clock In the
morning untll nearly 1 o'clock fIn the after-
nan, AL e conclusion Mr. Rockefeller was
Almont exhausted, and rested the remainder
of the day.

The oaly wonder |s that he wasn't
done out entirely. Look out for a rise
in coal olL

S —————

The comie muse has so long antlel-
pated the cook ladies’ unlon that the
propoeed organization of Chicago ser-
vant girls lacks the merit of original-
ity [ Jte logical consequence, if it ma-
teriaflises, will be an association of
employing housewives. All of which
looks llke# the trust principle gone to
seed.

., The English nobleman who has been
arrested for marrying & wife in Amer-
fca when he was already adequately
supplied may have found the second
marriagé necessary to pay the expenses
incident to the first.

This latest British disaster in South
Afrien 18 not bad luck, but bad man-
agement. No detachment has any busl-
noss to be surprised.

———

If a raliroad president is industrious
and economlical, he ought to be able to
rétire with almost as much money as
& successful jockey,

MK FULTON PROT STS AGAIX. |

An Eadeavor te Imenlente Larger

Views nt Awtoria.
Hon. C. W, Fulton, of Astoria hns writ-

ten auother letter in reply to the assert®on | o, yoooiner and stay

that there should be no more lmprove-
ment of the Columbla River by the Gen-
eral Government above the town of As-
torin. This letter is In reply to fhe As-
tarian newspaper. It 1= as trenchant as
the one that was addressed to the Astoria

News., We reprint it in full:
ASTORIA, June 16, —(Editor Astorian.)—I
had mot comtempinted being dmwn  Into a

newspaper discussion of the river improvement
question, nor do | propose pursuing It further.
1 cannot, however, refraln from expressing
surprise and regret that you should have
published the editorial which appearsd In the
issue of the 14th last.—surprise that you
should advance a proposition so utterly inde-
fensible, and regret that this community
should be o gromaly misreprosentsd DY & DOWS-
paper published In Its midst.

ou eondomn the action of Congress in mak- |

ing appropriatinne for !mprovement of the
Columbia between Astoria and Portland. 1 do
not intend entering upon a dispussion st
length to prove the error of your contention
for, though It would not be a difMcull task,
't In unnecessary. The appropriations will be
mad: Just the same, and ell your opposition
will not reduce a singlt appropristion a eingle
dollsr. There I one thing you can and will
ruceesd In doing, however, If your statements
shiall be permitted 1o go unchallenged by any
resident here, and that is, creatle an impres-
sitn  throughout the state that you represent
the sentiment of this community, whereupon
we will ali become the ohjects of that con-
tempt ever extended to (he nasrow-minded and
the vicloua.

Btrenge It I8 to me, however, that you can
imagine that the reasona you assign. In sup-
port of your contention, rise to the dignity
of argument. FRealizing that It I» the policy
of the (eaeral Govermment to engage In In-
ternal improvements of this character elpe-
whers, you select the case of the Delawnare
River as ropresepting & proper case for
Government ald.

You say "the OGovernmen: has
navy yards on the
deiphia.f*

Well, how a4 they get there? They did nut
grow, Most of them have been erecied hy
the Government. Then the finest navy yanrdy
may be malntained on the Delaware River,
nearly 100 miles Inland. Why not on the
Columbia? But you say again, “‘the Delaware
is a very deep, wide river, navigabis at all
sensona of the year,”” whereas, by Inference,
you assert that the Columbia is not

Now |8 not the cause sltogether bad which
drives one to such .tatements? Do you really
mean to say that the Columbia s not =0
brond, mor mo Jdeep as the Delaware In i»
natural state? Or that the Columbia is not
navigable at all seascus of the year? Whather
you meant to be so understood or nol, that Is
what you have said snd that s what you
have ment broadeast throughout the state as
sn evidence of Astoria‘s willingnesn to falsify
and beillttle Oregon’s most splendid  title o
fame.  Onee we wers proud Lo say, "Where
ralls the Oregon.”™ It was leoft to the aditor
of the Astorian, standing on the bank of this
mont noble of rivers, sublime in lts majonty
and grandeur, to discover that It Is lons wide,
leas deep and generally |ess capable of serving
commeree than in the Delaware. Whatever
of glory thern Is In that dlscovery is all your
own. None will rise to di»pute It with you

Do you poi see that the arguments you
ndvance only perve to bring upon us reproach?
Everyone knows that (f It s & wound public
policy for the Government to Improve any
river, nn rearcn ean be glven why it should
not improve the Columbia, Buat what T want
to know I, why should an Oregon paper,
or a oltizen of Oregon, obhject to  Government
sid in Improving an Oregon river, particularly
when It Is one of the great rivers of the
eontinent™ Bhould a citisen of Washington or
Califernin  object | could readily understand
the motlve, though even he would doubtiess
be arhamed to admit the true motive. Hut
why a citlzen of Oregon? Do you pretemd
that It I pure patrintlsm: that you are op-
posed 1o the employment of publle funds for
that purpose because you do not deem it &
matter of publle concern? Then why not
make your objesting general? Why select
the one great river of the Pacific Coast? Why
favor the Delaware and oppose the Columbia?
Do you know that evervane understands that
your object I8 to Infure another locality tn
hopea thereby of bullding up your own? The
result of such articles s only to  ereate
eneiiiles o combat every legitimate enter-
prive in which we engage.

To no extent interfere with or retard im-
provement of the entrance. Lot une devite
ou~ energles to bullding up our own Indus-
trien, advancing our own Interests, not Lo at-
tempt to Injure or deatroy those of some other
lecallty., The truth s, the Interests of Port-
land and Astoria are one. Nelther can have
eny wreal prosperity without the other bens-
fting thersby. FHoth are largely dependent
upan the commerce of the Columibin. We ean
not make thal river serve commerce ton woll
Antoria Is and sver will be Oregon’s best and
lending seaport, but it will never attain Its
bighest possibilities antl] the Columbin River
shall be cleared of eviry obstruction to eom-
meree that money and skill can remove, Laet
us work together to secure appropriations for
the Improvement of the entrance, the channel
and the upening of the upper river,

C. W. FULTON.

ita Aneat

Why Duchanan Never Married.
Ladies’ Home Journal

Mr. Buchanan, who was the first bache-
lor elected ty the presidency, was sixty-
five years of age when élected, and had
dellberately glven himself to a life of
ceélibacy. In the Aays when he was a
young lawyer of Lancaster. Pa., he had
loved Miss Coleman, a beautiful daugh-
ter of a citisen of that town. They had
been engaged to be married, when one
day he was surprised to recelve from her
A request to roelease her from the prom-
ise. According to Mr. George Ticknor
Curt)s, the separation originated in & min-
understanding on the part of the lady,
who wae unusually sensitlve, over some
small matter exaggerated by giddy and
Indisereet tongues. Boon after the es-
trungement she was sent to Philadelphis,
and there she dlied suddenly. Throughout
the rest of his life, or for nearly half a
century, Mr. Buchanan is not known to
have revealed to anybedy the clreum-
stances of this romantic tragedy. He
would only say that it had changed his
hopes nnd plans, and had led him more
deeply than ever into politics as a dis-
traction from his grief. In his nld age,
long after he had retired permanently to
private life, he called attention to a pack-
age containing, he sald, the papers and
relics which would explain the canses of
his youthful sorrow, and which he pre-
sorved evidently with the idea of reveal-
Ing them before his death. But when he
died, and his will was read, It was found
that he had directed that the package
should be burned without being opened,
and his injunection was obeyed,

Pertinent Inqguiries.
Lewiston Tribune.

|
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Delaware near Phlll"
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| only add to the proof that the Interests

FRUM EASTERN OREGUN
La Grande Chronicle.

The coming of the tiver and harbor com-
mittee will afford an excellent opporiu-
nity for Portland and Eastern Oregon to
together. Rabid
politicians and newspapers have tried for
seifish reasons to ereate a hreach between

he sections, but thelr unnvailing efforts

of the two are =0 closely knit that they |
are Inseparable. Portland s a great mar- |
ket place, and the Interlor a great pro-
ducer, but without the Inland Empire
Portiand would be fallure, and without |
Portland the Inlund Emplre wouldl remaln |
undeveloped. Our trade fows to Portland |
as naturnlly as the waters run to the seu,
and Portlund recelves and distributes that
trade as naturally as the Pacific recolves
the waters of the Columbia. The Inter- |
ests of the Columhbia River Basin are in.
terdependent and they tend seaward with
Portland as thelr center. |
The bantam-like show of independence |
on the part of many, particularly politl- |
clans, In the Interior ls as futlle as would
ba the effgrts of a cAnos o g0 agninst
the current at The Dulies. A co-operative |

| Spirft, and nor a deflnnt attitude, 1= nesd-

ed. Eastern Oregon—io be more specific |
In the applieation of these remirks—ean
always demand concessions when she de- |
serves them, but not sooner. Our popula-
tlon until recently has been scant and
widely distributed, and our commercial |
and political privileges have been in ac-
cordance. We may rall as we please
ngainst the Multnomah push, but If Mult- |
nomuh has the populntion she is entitied |
to bs In the push. Furthermore, other |
things belng equal, the ablest men are to |
be found congregated about the large cen-
ters, and politics & regulated by men |
more than by sections 1# {8 natural
enough that small politiclans should raise
the ilne and cry against able men in sec-
tions that must contrel by sheer force of
numbers. But no representatlon, from
whatever s¢ction Ar comes, would dare
otherwiee than work for the Interests of
all mitke.

The occasion, then, that now presents
ftself |s a fortunate one If Oregonians
avall themselves of it to show that the
petty differences are only so much froth
upcn the wavis of politics and commerce.

Uniforms and the British OfMicers.
Cuntemporary Heview. |

Perhaps the most mystifying feature
of Britlsh Army e {(and the one mo=t
dlscussed by the rank ind file of the |
army) Is that law which makes the wear-
ing of uniform compulscry with the men |
and non-commissioned oMicers at all
times, while prescribing It for officers
only when on actual duty. Except on |
state occasions the Commander-in-Chief
never appears in uniform: the stuff at |
the Horsn Guards transict their dally |
business In the attire of physiclans and |
#stock brokers; the mess dress of the |
Household Brigunde s ordinary evening
clothes; all ranks of commissloned oM-
cers In every camp or garrison hasten
1o attire themseives in ""dittoes” the mo-
ment their brief morning's sacrifice to
duly 1s owver.

“The Britlsh soldlers,” sald von Moltke,
“are enjolned never to disgrace the
Queen's uniform.” As to the officers, they |
are #o terribly afrald of disgricing 1t
Lthat thoy keep It hung up In a dark closet
for 30 day= out of the Pear.”

It has been alleged thaj If a plebiscite
could secretly be effected nmong the oM-
cers, It would be found that the o::lnion]
of the majority would not be apposed to
the ratlonal custom which obtains In all
other armies of the world. It his been
pointed out by mlilitary reformers, and
by numerous prominent army mmen them-
selves, thay the present practice is detri-
mental to morale: but, ne o rule. they
have been lnughed st for thelr palns or
scornfully derided as advocating “‘bad |
form.” The contentlon Is, and perhaps |
it wir advanced with some show of rm-l
son, that the practice of muft! lent the
officer distinction In the oyes of the men
by conceding him an obvious additional
privilege of class, No one toddy who
ha# much mingled In the soclety of pri- |
vates of the Iine needs to be told that
the privilege of muftl! granted to the
officers. and the slight upon the Queen’s
uniform which 1t Implles, are verr far
indeed from enhancing the siatus or
authority of the officers In the mind of
the privates, but, on the contrary, con-
stitule a much-canvassed grievance.

The Texas Franchise Declaion,
Loutsville Courler-Jaurnal.

The decision of the Supreme Court of
Texas that a franchise, the intanzible
property of a corporation, Is not taxable,
comes in the nature of a revelation. Tex.
as Is the last state In the Unlon from
which one would have expected such a
ruling, It having been noted for the strict-
ness of Its legislation affecting corpora-
tlons. This pronouncement from the court
of Inst resort In a state of guch trans-
portation ard manufacturing possibliities
as Texas Is bound to have gropt effect,
not only In that state. but perhaps In
many others. It In the more remarkahle
coming at the time when In other states
there ls an attempt to tax the franchises
of corporatlons to the last degree. It
would not be surprising If the pendulum
should now swing to the other extremo,
coineldent with the organization of so
many corporations in the oll, cotton-spin.
ning and rallroad Industries., No state
presents a fresher or larger feld, and the
encouragement of copltal would bring im-
mense amounts from the North and East,
The same In o general way Is true of the
whaole South, which would probably follow
the lead of Texas in this matter,

The ground taken In the Texas declsion
that the franchise of a corporation ix life- |
less without its real property, and that, |
therefore, taxing franchises Is double tax. |
ation, Is an old contentlon of corporhtions, |
which maintaln that the assessment of
earning power §= an arbltrary burden |
upon production, very much the same as
it would be to assess the skill, energy
and _buslness capacity of the Individual
The courts have not sustained this comn.
tention, we belleve, until in this case In

If Portiand can sell goods that haveito | exas,

be transported more than six hundred
miles over a mountalnous and broken
country. how much more business and
how mugh more advantageously eculd It do
business If the baul were shortened three

|

hundréd miles and t(he route reduced to |

n gravity system? If a country can pros-
per and grow strong and Important while
Ms commerce must bhe carried more thin
six hundred miles to the market place,
how much more c¢ould It prosper and how
much more commerce would It have If
the market place were only some three
hundred miles distant? These are ques-
tions Portland and the O. R. & N. Co.
might figure on In determining whether
they can afford to accepl any situation
that closes up the main highway to the
sei—the only highway for all the region

that spreads out lfke a fan from Lewiston l such a policy, and the time has come $o

and comprises the country drained by the
Clearwater and Snake Rivers and thelr
aMuents,

The Laugh Is on Channcey.
8t. Paul Pioneer Press

The New York papers are grively dis-
cussing the guestion whether Depew's de-
liveranee (n favor of & third term for Me.
Kinley was or wae not Intended as a joke.
But whatever Depew may have Intended,
it certainly turned out Lo be a Joke—a
huge, roaring, side-splitting joke—on De-
pew. Whether his gun was aimed at duck
or plover, what It actually did was to
“knock the owner ovar,’

How Hoosevelt May Learn.

v Cincinnatl Enquirer,

Viee-President Roomevelt could got
points ae to how to preside over the Unlied
States Senate by attending the Repubil-
can State Convention, Mr. Hanna will be
there, and the thoroughness with which
he presldes over a convention without me-
tually being in the chalr was shown st the
convention of last year,

Need of Reciproelty.

“We are out In the world now look-
ing for trade, sald George E. Roberts,
Director of the Mint, In a recent interview |
in Des Maolnes. "The Republican party
has adopted a forelgn policy which Is In-
consistent with commercial lsolation, |
Commercial expansion 1s the motto and
ambitlon of the time. It requires a con- |
clllatory policy toward the peopls whose
markets we desire to enter. We must
give and take, llve and let live: in other
words, supplement protectlon with recl-
procity, giving reasonable consideration to
those who give It to us. That ls the
progressive Natlonal policy. It Is Impossi-
ble to concelve of this country’s realising
ity highest possibilities without adopting

begin to shape It.”

Amerien Sets the Exsample.
Houston Post,

The protectionists of this county airly
declare that Europenn natlons would not
dare put a prohibitive rariff on American
goods 'because they would thus deprive
thelr subjects or oltizena of the right o
buy In the best and cheapest market.” As
this country dares to do that [t does not
appear that there is a positive reason why
Europe should not do Illkewise. Our
American protectionists can never get
that beam out of thelr own optics.

Canteen Has a Beriter Chance,
Chicago Chronlele,

Beveral of the eadets dismiased from
West Point for hasing imagine that they
can make a National Issue of thelr cuse
and occupy the time of Congress with it
next Winter. If the Information Is of any
wvalue to them they are hereby Informed
that the Army canteen stands a better
change of being reinstated than they do.

| ‘natitution
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NOTE AND COMMENT.

Summer came In a bunch.

What Is =0 bot as a day lu June?

Now Is the thme to lay in your Winter
stock of stoves,

He who builde & recing yacht

Wil have to spemil whate'sr he's gachi

This is the kind of wsather that in-
cronsess the fame of our old friemd
Fahrenhell,

The coliege president who I= waiting for
Rusaell Sage tn make a donatlon to his
had better send for his lunch,

In a report cf a sham battle in Berlin
it was stated that the temperature was
nedr the freexing point. What's the fare
to Berlin?®
The typewriter has figured almost as
mrgely in the America’'s cup contest this

year as It would in a prizsefight or &
Freneh duel
The shience cf Chauncey M. Depow i

probably sccournted for by the aM that
he la looking for the joke In that remark
about the third fterm.

The aun shines from the frmament.
A fery ball of Anme

Aml thus we know that Spring hes went
And golden Summer's came

Prifessor Herron wili
punished, He will wake up
ing and find his name (8 not In a
sowspaper of that date.

Andrew Curpegle says his preosent busi-
ness Is plving awidy money. He will prob=
ably find It freer from obstacles than the
business cf petling o give
It te him

be sufllently
=M= morTn-

ainxle

other prople

Now the Emperor of China Is gaolng to
start a report of his death, When an Em-
peror has to do such work ns that there
mist be some*hing radically wrong with

Wiz press pEenk
Now the
Feoally truly Summer proves Itself to bs &
hummer,
And eith-
Uit a decent warning runs tse meroury
nky high
And we
Grumble as we =welter or benecath the
trees week shelter
From the
Buming rays that bake us till we're nicely
and dry
fut we
Wauld not mind the weather, though It's
beastly altogether,
We enn
Ratbe In persplration amd feel better for
it L,
If "twas
Ne for  that most hated flend  whose
lipe are nlwnys frelghted
Whh this
Bright and witty question “In It bot
enough for you™*
The last article written by the Iute

Mauriee Thompson s cnlled *““Rocked In
Wind's Cradle.” It s n story of =&
himmock In the Georgin wonds, beginning
ng followa: [ took my English longbow
and arrows, my fzhing tackle, my books
and my tent up i to the hills of Neorth
Georgla and dwelt for two golden weeks
nil alone besidd: the Saliguoy, n stream
which at my chosen point Is but a strong,
wpring-fed millstream whereln the bass
find life very pleasant. My tent I pitched
under & wilespreading cak, with Iis door-
way looking upon a tangled mass of wild
rose vines in full bloom."

An art eritic of Parma who has written
volume= zbhout the old masters used to
was embusiastle over the peculiar shadow
which covered Correggio’s famous pic-
ture, *The Transfiguration.'” n the
Church of S8an Glovannl Battista, noted for
Its freacoes, He sald that producing this
shadow or haze was a art, known
only to Corregglo. Lately a crack was
observed in the dome of the chureh. and
upon repalring it the discovery was mude
that the frescoes were coverad with a
film of smoke and dust. Accordingly a
man wa% put to work to clean them. and
the great critlc was horroratricken to
tehoid & workman rubbing off the famous
shartow with a ball of dough. He appealed
to the Minister of Fine Arts to stop the
desecrution In valn, and the lost art of
Corregglo was ruthlessly wiped off.

lost

PFLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

Obliging. —Mra, Prown—WIll thia bottle hold
& quarice's worth of hair tonicT Druggist—
Oh, yes, Mm. Hrown: | can make 1t hold 30
cemts’ worth I you my so.—Chicagn Tribune.

Well Msant —Riner—Yes, my sonnst came
back from “SBeribber’s” with the usoal printed
slip Chimer—Why don't you iry “"Wayuppe
Magazine T They print some awfully rotten
stull, —Philadeiphta Presa

Nervous Lady Passenger tto deck hand)—
Have you over seen any worse wealher than
thin, Miater Sallor? Deck Hand—Take a word
from an old salt, mum: the woather's pever
very had while there's any (emales on deck

s-makin' henquirkes about bt —Fun,

A Halr-Published Volume. —He—[ ohject o
typewritien letters, my dear. | want your omn
lovely Individusl touch on U -pages. Hhe—
Ponr't be fooliah, precious. typowritten love

jetters, you see, ars ready to be hustled right
off to the printer.—Cleveland Hecord. Herald
Mrs. Jones—Are you aware, Mra Skinbone,
that your dog has Just Dtten my Hitle Willke?
Mre Hkinbone=What, your Willle, who haa
only just got over wcariet fever? Oh, Mra.
Jonen, if anything should happen to Fido, I'd
never forgive you,—Glasguw Evening Times
Failen Angeli—""What's thix dearie™ asil
the young hushand, as he tried to bite imte it
“Why, that's angel food, darling.'' replied the
falr creature on the other side of the iable

“Oh, is It with coptractsd brows and st
Jama ‘T—I thasught, perhaps, @ wds marble
caks " —Fhiladeiphia Evening Hulletin

What Hurt Him,—"F shall sue him gor libel '
sald the man who Is making large sums of
monay out of the eredulity of the masses ‘For
what ™ “He called mz & commoen swindler
It's pretty hard for a man who has worked a9
hard as | kave to be original o be referred Lo
an "common.” ‘—Washington Btar.

It Isw’'t Sutisfactory.—" "Well, that ocught o
settln the Daggage-amashers,” she commemnted

| with every evidence of satisfaction as ske read

«puwy qi¥nos Jagun PEpopEXe INYI NUNSL W JO
ling In New Yoric “‘Tea ne sdmitied, “but
the plan fsa't feasible for general use. You
e, it aleo séttles the trumk.”"—Chicage Fost,

Aunld Scotiant's Songs.
Alr—""The Flowers of Edinburgh.*
Wallace Bruce
When Spring-thde comes wi® sunny amile
And streamivis wake In every glen,
When lovers lnger at the atile,
And a' the warld Is younx again,
I think of meadows far away.
Whers gowans bloam and memoried throng,
Of nooka where light and shadow play—
The Spring-tide glints In Bcottish song

Summer spreads the vale wi” flowers,

wemiln' winds blow saft and sweel;

When linnels sing in hawthorn bowers,
Andl golden hours are &' (oo fleet;

I henr each leafl and rustiing blade
Respond to maptures desp and strong;

The “llacley Hlggw'’' shall never fade—
The Summer blcama ln Scottish song

When
And

When Autumn paints the parple hills,
And skylark notes salute the morn;
When every slope wi* glory thrills
To heather bells of freedom bormg
1 walk the flelds where patriots died
To ewesp AWAY A4 Lyrant's wrong:
Yon thistie-down foats far and wide—
The Autumn glows in Scottish song

When Winter chides (%e biekerin' burn,
And branches hend wi' ley aleat;

When cottern fras their tofl return,

An' roun’ the ingle nesbors meet;

I ste the social spiriy free.
Let Scotland's sona preserve it jong

A brither’s prayer frae o'er ths sca—
The Winter lives in Scottish song.



