HISTORICCHAMPOEC

(Continged from First Page.)

_;Clw;msmab.lﬂdmn.(m-
_#on ity
" IE=3irs, Lydia Wood, Woodbury; Mrs.
W. F. Glikey, Daylon; B & MacEwan,
Asoria

individual claiming sald bounty gives sat-
islaclory evidence, or by presenting the
£kin of the head, with the ears, of all an-
imals for which he cialms a bounty,

“6. That the committes mnd treasurer
form a bosard of advice to eall publle mest-
ings, whenever they mgy deem expedient,
to promote and encournge all persons to
use their vigilanee in destroying mil the

imals named In the 4th resojution.

: W. R Dunb Vi €,
Wesh.: Marignne Hansnker D'Arey, Port.
jand; Mre, Prodence Boiston, Portlend.

IMi—W. M. Merchant, North Yambill;
W, T, legg Porthapd: J T n,
Oregon City; Anson Cone, Butteville; W.
Jd. Jonga, Newberg: Mrs. R. H. Hopkins,
Buitevills, 6. W. Dimmick, R, V. Bhort,
Pertiand, David Caufield; Judge Charles
B. Bellinger, Portland.

18 —John W. Minto, Portiand: J. D.
Lee, Balesn,
e Judge H. P. Bolse, SBalem; H. A

Jobnpon, Balemn.

Invecstion by Hev. P 5. Halght.

The ceremonley opened with sn invoca-
tion by HRev, P. 8. Knight, of Balem, who
mRid:

Almighty Father: We belleve in thee as the
grester of gl thlngs &5 ilhe poovider for all
wants, snd oe the controlling and directing
power in 2il the afefes &f'meéh. We are sune
that our fethers
apg 4 the creation of the institutiobs under
Winck we lhve. We grx Fure thal thelr chil-
giren werw by thy love zod wislem goided from
abe enspern to Lhe western shores of thie con-
tnent. A» we commemirsie some of thelr
lehors today, we would oot focEet to render
thanks 1o thee Yor the goolly lves they Uved,
for <he self-ascrififice &bd gdevotiom to high
duty that moved them, afd for the success
they met in laying bere the foundations of free

. ’

ruccvioly, w0 ask for Elvine gujd-
bissing s abal,’ fAllowing in thelr
sy pfiie wife And falthful in car-

work théy sy nobly began. Nol

enly in &b
the way we gierve pur cisstry, e world, and
thee, mgy we help them to wpemk.tg coming
grnerziione .

And to thy name shall ‘&l pralse be given
now and foprver. . Amen

George H. Himes, assistant s=crelury ol
the Orepen "Historion] Soclely, :@eprung &
Mitle surprise that strock eveéryone as
theright thing e phid o tribsite to Mr.

M'Jﬂfp:l'.q:u:c"tﬁ cognectidyg- with the

2 histery wob- Oregon; “vosciuvding by prescnt-
cing Bims-in° the pame o? :the Histories)

s8qciity, with a-hendsims Belgé 'Gov-
4 errior ‘Gidr finndd the dadie op Mr, Mnt-
Lahiow's Dreusy afd {hrép cheets’ Ware giv-
en for 3. Maichieu @od ahtee  more (%
the Sixte of Oregon.. The, badge is ol
sille, In red, ‘whilte and. bGloe colors, At

the n & roasite, Is the peal of the
Provisienn! Cevergment, snd in the cen-
ter, und the words, “Ploneer of ML

i3 the present state peal of Oregon. “1n
g0l letters 1s the inscription:  "Only sw-
voyivor of the @ persons who wyoted for
the organization of the first civil "gov-
ernment At Champoeg, May 27188 kmowri
in history as the Provisiona]l Gowvern-
ment.”

GOVERNOR GEER'S SPEECH,

Incidents of the Times When the
Government Was Formed.

Governor Geer then delivered the fol-
jowing Introductory nddress, which was
@no » histery of the acts of the Pro-
visjonal Govermment:

The great historic event whose 56th
snniversury we meet on this occusion to
commemorate was of grealer lmportance
and has been more far-reaching in its con.
soguencns than could have been supposed
by any of those who took part in ite pro-
cendings, When, upon this exact spot
I yoare ago todny, Joe Meek in his im.
pulnively patriotic meaoner, called for a
“dlwision” and, taking his stand spart
from the others, asked all those who were
in favor of an organjsation to follow him,
he copld not have foreseen, neither could
Bl compatriots, the future great com-
mouwealth to b reared upon &n enduring
foundation, the corner-stone of which
was that day so dramuatically provided.
But sll governments have their begin-
ningt, and where they are no! the result
of a revolutionary overthrow of some for-
mer one, bot spring from the necessities
of planeer settliers, they are usually the
offspring of sn unselfish endeavor and o
purpose to protect Hfe, liberty and prop-
enty fmpartially and effectunily.

» Romantic Early History.

A truthful recitul of the clreumstances
surrounding the parly occupaticn and set-
stiement of Oregon reads like a well-pre-
paret romance. The gltustion was whol-
Iy unlike that pertalning to the eariy oc-
cupincy of any other portion of our en-
tire country. 'When the early American

“$mmigrants began to come here In con-
Elderable numbers, the “Oregon country”
wear not a parl of any mstion, but was
resiing under a not well defined claim of
both the United States and of Great Brit.
aln. It was, indeed, an independent com-
soImunity, rveally owing alleglance 10 npo
v higher power, apd was, in fact, for some
yeirs after Its inoception, a pure Democ-
ey, The carly settlers referred to the
Unlted Stages as 4 forelgn country. The
exarly archives are full of such references,
nufl as late as the 1ITth of December, 1847,
the Legieinture passed wn ac! appropriat-
ing 50 *to defray the expenses of J, Lo
Meok an special messenger 10 the United
Btates,”
It 45 both interesting gnd profituble to

fote that the early ¢fforts toward es-
tablishing - clvil government wera
marked by that simplicity and eturdy

economy that characterized the plonesrs
in their dally fives. It was the ground

werw guldsd to thesn l.h-)fe-i

s mouimeal we snvell today, but in-

work for that predominsting feature in |
@ur_ present Stste Constitution, inserted | tine.werewelacted and Instructed to en-

by the successors of these men in n later
decade, which Hmits the naumber of stat>
afficers performing the princlpal dutles of
the state government below that prevall.
Ing in any other state in the Union,

The meeting heid on thls spot 88 years
apoe hes passed into history e the “"Woif
mbeting™  Yut was really an ‘adiourned

'l

*mesting from a prior ene held on the 24 |

of Febraary of the same year, at the
Oregon  Institute, and another held on
the first Monday of March at the house
of Joeeph Gervals, both of which were
held for the purpose of “‘taking into con-
JElderation the propriety of adopting some
measures for protecting our herds™ etc.

An Early Sealp Bounty Law,

In wiew of recent legislation In our
state i1 Is Interesting to note that the
meeting held ar the resi@ence of Joscph
Gervals on March 1, 185 passed a full-
fisdgod scaip bounty law. I will guote
the roport of the committee. wWhich had
bern appolnted st the Februsry mecting
far the jurpose of taking the Inltistive
in the matter of subdulng the predetory
wolves:

“Your committee begs leave to report as
“follows:

“It bwing sdmitted by all that bears,
wolves, panthers, ete.. are destruttive 1o

_the useful animale, owned by the settlers |

af this colony, your commities jwould re.
speotfully s=ubmit the following resolu-
tiogs, as the sense of this megting, by
which the community may be governsd
in carrying ¢on & defensive and destruciive
war sagainet all such animais:

“Resplved:

*1. That we deem !t expedient for this
oomanunity to take Immedinte mensuren
for the destruction of sll wolves, bears
and panthers, and such other animals as
are known to be destrocilve to eattle,
Yomees, sheep and hogs

% That a treasurer be appolated who
shnl! receive all funds and dispense the
same, in accordance with drafts drawn
on him hy the commilter appointed to
recelve the evidenoes of the destruction
of the above-named animals; and that
be report the state of the treasury by
posting up public notices once In three
mogths, in the wvicinity of each of the
commities,

*1. That a standing committee of eight
be appointed. whose duty it shall be, to-
gethes with the treasarer, to receive the
proofs of evidences of the animals for
which a bounty ls ciaimed having been
killed in the Wilamette Valley.

4. That = bounty of # cents be pald

= for the destruction of a smal woll; 8§ for

| and the meeting adiourned

“TI—That the bountles numed in the #th
resolotion be lUmited to whites and thelr
descendants,

“On motlon it was

“Resolved, That no one receive o bounty
(expept Indians) unless he pay a sub-
seription of .

“it was moved and secondcd that the
Induing recelve one-half as much ns the
whiles,

“It was moved and seconded that alt
cinlms for bounties be presentsd within 10
days from the tUme of becoming entitied
1o sald bountles, and if there should be
any doubls the individual claiming the
bounty shall give his oath to the varlous
circumstances, which was carried™

In the meantime, however, if was be-
coming spparent to the settlérs of the
Wiilametts Valley that the protectlon of
thelr own lives and rights, as well &s
their herds, could not ba longer safely
postponed. There ecan be no doubt that
the Champoeg meeting had this end chief-
I¥ In view, although the Intentlion had
evidently been  jargely confined ‘to the
knowledge of those who sympathized with
an American government.

Ewifix Young's Property.

An incldent which emphasized this ne-
cessity was the death of Ewing Young op
February 15, 1%L Mr, Young was the
wealthlest American cltizen in the coun-
try, and, leaving no will or helrs, as far
&% wns known, and there belng no pro-
bata officer; the distribution of his prop-
erly wae a question of great Importance.
Hls property finally went to the territo-
sial government, but it required some
years to cffect this result. On December
11, 1865, Mr. Garriron presented s petition
to the provisional Leglelature, ‘‘from
Danlel Waldo and Thomas Jeffries, In re-
Iutlen to the estate of Ewing Young'
Reference s mude to the same 'matter in
the Oregon Archives on December 17,
163, on Decembep 4, 154, and agaln on the
§th. The matter was fioally disposed of
by an act passcd December M, 1848, and
which reads as follows:

“Bection 1—Be IL epacted by the Legis-
Intive committee of Oregon, that the ex-
ecutive power shall appoint an adminls-
trator to close up and dolleet the debts
due the estate of Ewing Young, deceastd,
and such adminisirator shall proceed as
soon es possible to wind up the business
of sald estate.

“Sec, I-That the executive power shall
cause 1o be jet out to the lowest bidder
the bullding of = =ubstantial log jall at
Oregon City, to be finished in such time
and manner as they may think proper,
end ghaill take such bond and security ns
may be sufficlent to secure Its completion.

"Ber. 3—Thet sald administrator shall
pay all moneys collected by him belonging
to the estnte of sild Young, deceased, to
the Treasurer of Oregon, whose duty it
shall be to give the sald administrator a
recedpt for the same.

“'Sec. ¢—That the sum of fifteen hundred
dolfars be and the same Is hereby appro-
pristed for the bullding of sald jail, to be
pald out of the first mondvas received
from sald adminlstrator of sald estate,
and In the event there Is not so much re-
celved, then the balance to be pald out of
any money in the treasury not otherwise
appropristed.

“B#c. 5—That the falth of this govern-
ment ‘s hereby pledged for the payment
of ail moneys hereafter recelved from the
edministrator of the estate of sald Young,
whenever the same shall be lawfully
claimed, and said clalm established by
the helrs or creditors of seld Young.

“Sec. 6—That the executive power shall
be authorized Lo receélve a lot donated by
John McLoughiin for the purpose of srect-
ing sald iail, which lot shall be conveyed
to Oregon agreeably ta a communication
of sajd John McLoughiln, nddressed to a
committes of this-House appointed to walt
upon him,

*“Sec. —That =ald jall shall be used
alike Tor the Imprisonment-of all ¢rimi-
nals In Oregon.

“Passad Decomber 8, 164,

“(Signfd) M. M. McCarver, Speaker.”

The Intention of our sturdy fathers to
do absolulely the right thing at all times
is well illustrated in the Tth sectlon of
this act, in lts comprehensive provision
for “‘the Imprisonment of all eriminals in
Oregon,” In this proposed jall. Whether
the fafl was ever bullt in accordance with
the reaulrements of this act s somewhat
doubtful, since it is recorded that on De.
cember 13, 187, three years later, “"Mr.
Nesmith, from the committee on Judiciary,
to whom was referred that portion of
the Governor's message relating to the
erection of a jail, reported they deemed it
Inexpedient In the present embarrassed
condition of finance, to Incur the expensze
of n jall"™”

Aithough the estate of Mr. Young was
collected Into the tressury, It was never
regarded a8 the aksolute property of the
terrilory. In the territorial linbilities, the
amount ol §415 s given ar “collected from
the estate of Ewing Young."” In after
years, when Qregon had hecomes a state,
the valu= of hi=s property was refunded to
his son. Joaquin Young, In New Mexico,

Componition of the Government.

The government orgunized here 58 years
ago “'by the inhabitants of the Willamstta
settiemeants,” consisting of a Jegislativae
commitiee, composed of the following
honored plonesrs, to wit: Messrs, HIll,
Shortess, Hewell, Beers, Hubbnard, Gray,
O'Ned], Moore and Dougherty, Other eivil
cfficecs wrre chosen, a Major and Cap-

list men fqr companies of mounted rifie-
men: the ;?fr dlem of the members of the
legisiative committee was fixed at 5125,
the money.to be ralsed by subscriptions,
to convens
agaln on the 5th of the followlng July. For
the purpose of protecting the public treas.
ury, however, it was provided that the
legixlative committea should not sit over
six days '
Firat Mceting of the Body.

In pursuance of the duties imposed
upon It the committee met upon the 16th
of the same month, and was in session
on the 16th, 17th, 15th, I8th and the Zith
and 26th of June, The meeting was held
at “Willametts,” presumably Oregon
City, and, having occupled the entire
six davs at thelr disposal (a precedent,
by the way, which has been followed re-
Helously by thelr descendents) adjourned
1o mest nt “*Champoolck.” on the follow-
ing 5th of July, In order to report their
proceedings to “the people.” The officlal
title of this gathering 1s “Publle meet-
ing, held on the Bth of July, 1843" and
ths opening statement is to the effest
that “‘the Inhabitants of Oregon Terri-
tory met, pursuant to adjournment, to
hear the report of the Leégislative com-
mittee, and to do such other business as
might come before them.” No creden-
tinls were necessary to entitle one to a
legal participation In the proceedings of
this meeting. It wis composed of the
“inhabitants of Oregon Territory,” and
an such they were laying the foundations
of one of the best systems of state gov-
ernment to be found today in the entire
Unlon.

This was a period when the people met
and enacted their own laws, and may ba
said to have been the balcyon days of
the inidative and referendum, in its full-
est simplicity, but it could not last long
with that comprehensive axercise of pub-
e privileges Itz univarsality s well 11-
lustrated. however, by this quotation from
the official record of Juma 25, 184, when
Mr. Garrison introduced the following
resolution, which was referred (0 the
committes of the whole, but which was
pever acted upon, =0 far as the records
show:

“Resolved, That whereas the peopls of
Oregon, assembled en masse, did on the
2 day of May, A. D, 183 resclve that
no tax should be levied upon this peo-
ple, confirming the same by the adoption
of the report of ithe commitice of ways
anfi means, adopted by the Legislative
comniittee and referred to the people, en

mentlon of the passage of m_ruolunnn
here referred to, -but such sction must
have been taken, which seems to Indicats
that the vision of our fathers did not

15 months Iater than this, to wit, on the
15th of December, 185, this law was ap-
proved by Governor Abernethy:

“Sec. L. The Governor of Oregon Is
hereby authorized to glve publle notloe
throughout Oregon, elther by publishing
the same In the newspaper, or otherwise,
that he will recelve senled proposals from
all who may desire to give donstions to
the government for the purpose of erect-
ing pubiic bulldings end locating the seat
of government—sald proposal to stats the
amount to be given and the kind of prop-
erty In which It is to be pald, It might
be said In connestion with this proposi-
tion that the manner in which our as-
sessments are disregardsd at present In
many Ccases amounts to lttle more than
& voluntary contribution on the part of
sam# of our countles the support
of the state govérnment.

In this connection, it s Interesting to
recall that when the Territorial Legisla-
ture met In Oregon Clty on the 7th of
December, 1547, durlng the afternoon ses-
glon, the record says that Mr. Hembree,
from the committee appointed to procure
a roam, reported that the room now oc-
cugpled by Btephen Meek could be ob-
tained for §1 IS per day, *‘which report
was ndopted.’” But the next day the rec-
ord says the report, on motion of Mr.
Nesmith, was rejected. No reason what-
ever |s assigned for thls very disTespect-
ful treatment of Mr. Meek, but the house
adjourned “to meet at the Methodist
Church in 30 minutes!"

At the beginning of the sesston of 1846,
Mr, Meek reported as follows:

"Mr. Speaker, the committiee appointed
to procure a room for the use of the
Legisiature beg leave to réport that they
have diecharged their duty by examining
a room proposed by Mr. Knighton, at
$2 a day, and one proposed by Mr, Card
at — o day. Taking everything Into con-
alderation, we recommend the former.'
And at the opening of the session as late
as 1848 Mr, Crawford, of Marion County,
reported: Your commlittes, to whom was
referred the procuring of a house in
which to hold the present session of tha
Leginlature, beg lenve to report that they
have exnmined severnl houses, and have
decided in favor of the one ownd by G.
W. Riee, which, together with wood for
the ses=slon, ¢an be had for § per day, In
sorip,'’ :

In connectlon with other features of the
early troubles of our fathers, in the mat-
ter of procesding with thelr leslalative
gessions, they nt least seemed to be ex-
empt from the speenlative tendency to
corner the' wood supply for state institu-
tions, although there are more trees grow-
Ing in Oregon today than there were 60
¥EATE Ago.

On the 20th of July, 1849, although the
Territorial Government was fully Inaug-
urated, the followlng resolution was In-
troduced and adopted:

“Resoclved, That a commltiee of two ba
appointed on the part of the House to act
in conjunction with a like number to be
appoinied by the Counell, to Inquire into
the expediency of the two Houres adjourn.
ing untll after harvest.' 1In accordance
with the terms of thiz joint resolution,
both Houses adjourned on the 28th of
July, and recommenced on the 3th of Au-
gust, which was “‘after harvest."

The Journal for the session of the legls-
lative committes held on May 10, 1843, re-
cites that "the House adjourned by unit.
ing in prayer.” On June 30, 1845, Mr.
Gray presented a communlcation from
Reov. H. Ciark, 'reslgning his appoint-
ment as chaplain of the House,' and
Messrs, Garri=on, Stralght and Gray were
appointed & commitiee to procure another
chaplain. ©On the following dayalt is re-
cprded that Mr. Garrison, from the
committes to procure a chaplaln, reported
that “no person could be found to perform
the dutles of that office.”

It will be profitable for the younger gen-
eratlon of Oregonlans, who are accus-
tomed to bhehold costly and modern publie
bulldings, and to read of general appro-
priation bills amounting to near 31,000,000
per annum, to be reminded that the ap-
propriation bill for the yvear 1845 was $1035,
and that 600 of It went to pay the mems.
bers, $#0 to the eclerk of the House and
320 to the engrossing clerk. My recollec.
tion &2 thar the amount pald for elerk
hire during the iast sesslon was somewhat
in excess of this sum.

The Second Commlittee.

The legislatlve commitiee which was the
direct successor of the one elacted here
on the 24 day of May, 1843, met in regu-
Iar session at Oregon City on the 16th of
December, 184, at the house of J. E. Long.
Two days later the report of the treas-
urer was presented, and s as follows:

“Recelved of collector of taxes, $3313 31;
for licenss, two ferries, $40; one fine, $5;
total receipts, 21, Expended for eta-
tlonary, $20 38; r. Huathaway's house,
§15; Judge Babeock's salary, 360; services
of secretary in house, $20; total, §115 38,
Balance remalning in treasury, $M42 83"

Marion County was known ns Champoeg
County untll the name was changed by
the Legislature on the 8d of September,
1246, On the 25th of August, 1E4§ 1t was
“resolved that the county seat of Cham-
poore County be, and the same Is hereby
located at the town of Balem, in said
ecounty.'" In the early printed records
the name is gpelled “Champoeg,” *“Cham.
poore,” and “'Champoolek.” It Ix a matter
to be regretted that the name of this
ocounty was ever changed, It Is an Indian
name, signifying “‘the place of the camp,”
ie fully as euphonious as those other
Indian nomes, Clackamas, Multnomah,
Clatsop and Tillamook, end should have
besn preserved along with them as a
memento of the earliest patriotic efforts
of our ploneer fathers,

But I must not trespass upon the mate-
rial to ba used by tha distinguished spoak.
ers who are to follow me, The fleld for
retrospective research ig as unlimited ss
it is remarkably fascinating. . It is not
only fitting that those commemorative
ceremonles should be held through the
great respect we have for the fathers who
bullded here nearly ™ years ago, even
better than they knew, but for the ad-
ditional reason that it will have a ten-
dency te awnken a renewed interest
early Oragon history among those whosé
ltves have begun since the évents of thode
stirring times which have passed forever
Into the annals of our stnte. I have re-
cently spent a few hours looking through
the archives of our early history, now in
the office of the Betrétary of State and
found it a"very Interesting and profitable
pastirne.

Prominent Early-Day Figures.

Of those who figured prominently In the
history of our early affairs few are left.
Our distingulshed and honored fellow.clti-
gen, Hon. F, 3. Matthieu, Is the only sur-
vivor of that i{mmortal band, who, by
thelr patriotic*action here 58 years ago,
made this spot sacred for all time to
every loyal Oregonlan. He should be com-
forted by the assuranca that he haa the,
unitad hope of all the people of the state
hs & nobly servad, when his attitude
seemed to demnnd a speclal sacrific, that
he may llve many years yet to enjoy the
fruits of hls early efforis in its behalf.
Even of those who reodered valuable ser-
vice to the budding commonwealth a dec-
ade later, mone are In aotive life now
that I recall, except our *“Grand Old
Man," Hon. George H. Willlams, and
Judge R. P, Bolse. I belleve Judge Bolse
has seen longer service In the pubiic af-
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of lurge business Interests and are
as slrong mentally as 5 years ago.
After a life of great honor and useful-
nees to his adopted state, N ith sleops
on the banks of the Rickreal, near the
old homestead he loved so well, and where
all his active Wfe was spent, when not In

The Champoeg Monument,

the service of the commonwealth, The
older members of the Applegnte family
hava long since goné to rest among the
lovely hills of Southern Oregon, where
they selected thelr homes mors than a
half century sgo, snd which they so
bravely helped to wrest from the murder-
ous Indlans of that secction. Waldo and
Newell and the elder MeBride and Deady
and Bmith and Lane, and scores of others
of equal eminence and usefulness have
long since gone to that undlscovered coun~
try. But, although men may come and
men may §o0, human responsibillties mnd
duties never cease. It is a part of the his-
tory of the human race that younger gén-
erations have nlways proven themselves
able to assume and to successfully dis-
charge the dutles faliing upon them, and
It 1s belleved that the Natlve® Bons and
Duaughters of Oregon, nssistéd by those
who have come among them, will prove
no exception to this historical fact, Thelr
devotion to the welfare and honor of their
beloved state is unbounded and immeas-
urable, and thelr every effort should be
given to Ita continued development along
such lines as will contribute to the ad-
vancement and betterment of all its peo-
ple. .
80 we come today to dedicate this monu-
ment and the beautiful spot upon which it
stands, to the people of Oregon, for all
time, In memory of the patriotle men
whose names are thus recorded as being
our oldest ploneer state bullders. Sixty
years hgo there were less than 38 white
male settlers within the entire boundary
of what now constitutes the great state
of Oregon. From this small beginning
and within a time that is comparatively
short, has grown the magnificent state of
which we are all 0o proud and of whose
possibllities, Who can portend?

The panarams which met the slght of
the first plonedérs who came to the Wil-
lamette Valley must have been Inspiring
beyond description, and in contemplating
the beauttes of a great country like this,
before it had been scarred by the hand of
ambltious man—while It was still In that
condition, as when first made by
“Our Father's God. from opt whose hand
The centuries fall, ke gralns of sand,”
It i5 doubtful whether, after all, real
beauty ls added to It by all the reaults of
all the output of human energy. The
encroaching forests and these adjacent
hills, which today so gracefully lend thelr
charm to the rapld march of maturing
elvilization, had never heard any. sound,
save the occaslonal war-whoop of the
“untutored Indian.”” The then mystic
country, *Where rolled the Oregon' was
not far awey, but the continuous woods
adorned the banks of the near-by river
even to the very spot where we are now
assembled. Blnce a time when all calou«
lation is lost in hopelesa obscurity, the
wonderful falls, only a few miles below
had been engaged in a coasel round of
majoectie  actlvity, and then the river
moved on., as now, to join the great Co-
lumbia, which, we are told, "ia sired by
the eternal hills; and wedded to the sea.'”
And, for nges-lo come, mpy the falthful
history of Oregon be so unruffed by the
jar of discordant clvie or (ndustrial ele.
ments that Its counterpart will be found
In the characteristic placidity of the
“Beautiful Willamette'' as; reflecting the
juxuriant foliege which adorns its bankd
with Inspliring pletures familiar to wus
since earlleat chlidhood, It moves majes-
tieally onward to its home in the great Pa-
of

fic,

At the conclusion of Governor Gesr's
address, Mr. Matthieu unvelied the monu-
ment.

Poem by Mrs. Danfway.

Judge George H. Burnclt, of Balem, read
the followlng poem, which had been writ-
ten for the occasion by Mrs. Ablgall Beott
Duniway: .

No braver crew e'er manned a ship of state

Than thems whose peacefu] deeds we celebrate,

On this historic day. A patriot band

Were they who #aved this goodly land

From the encroaching grarp of monarchy,

And raised in noble pride the hannsr of the
free.

No clash of arma, no glittering armay

Of crested halmets, po vibrant display

Of martial muosie, stirred the lstsnlng alr;
But rose o'er all, instead, the earnesi prayer
Of border stetesmen, mét in days agone,

To frame the laws, provisional, for Oregon.

Ap here we gather on this hallowed ground,
‘Where silence, sympathetic snd profound
For eight and fifty years his reigned suprema,
Tho desds of these herclc men our thems,
Be mine the pleasing tark to chant s lay
In humbl y of the herol of that day.

No chiseled lines thelr streavous  lives pro-
claim,

Ia primitive pursal
And tolling om
Oft held wild
bay.
Who ripe »on,
Wil mot forget to keep (helr memory grees,
Whete'er wo meet on this historic ssene,
In honor of the sturdy seal that wom,
For thee, Columbia, for thee, Lhe BXats of Ore-

Provisionnl Govermment.
Mr. H W. Beott having been called

We are here today to commemorate an
event that took place on this spot elght-
and-Nifty years ago. That event was the
birth of the first American common-
wealth, the organization of the firat
American Government, on the Paelfic
Coast of the United States of America,

Oregon fn those days was much more
distant from our Atlantic states in time,
and far more difficuit to be reached, than

lantle seaboard o the Misslssippl River
it wal a ‘movement by comparatively
short and easy stagea; from the Misais-
sippt- westward it was a alngle leap.
pushed {ts way over

he

g

though
gue and privation;
sen around the contl-

Wilam B who, In an addreas hs-
fore ‘the Ploheer Soclety of Oregon In
“lln.‘nld: “Oregon owes by far the most

ts

the “eatly
Government, the wise lnws which ware
apacted and the Inflexible J'u}auee with

many as 100.persons of Amerlean nativity
In the whols éoufitry west of the Roeky

| Mountatns. Joint eccupation of the coun-

try by British subjects anrd by people from
the Unlted Biates, each party hoplng to
hold the great Puclfic Northwest for (its
own country, hastened action while the
inhabitants were yet very few. Such,
however, was the vigFor and activity of
the Americana thut, though they were
at frst Inferior In numbers, thoy seon
gained the asceéndant, &nd, rapidly re-
inforced during the years that fellowed,
they had fully estabdblished eclvil govern-
ment th Oregon long before the question
of natlonal jurisdiction was finally set-
tied between the United Btates and Great
Britain.

This first effort to establish a govern-
ment hers was rootad largely In this
international competition. From the first
the people of Oregon had bBeen separated
into two great divislons—those owing al-
leglance to Great Britwin and those ow-
ing allegiance to the United Statea How
this came abouit 1s the one long story of
our early history. There Ia no time to
deal with 1t here. I merely speak of it
as the fundamental fact in the early his-
tory of Oregon., Bo closely divided were
the parties that it was difficult at any
time after 1840 ta sny which had  the
numetical superiority. From the trans-
fer of Astoria In 1813 down to the nrrival
of the American missionaries and first
permanent Amerlcan settlers—down, In-
deed, to the yesr 1840—the English Influ-
ence was decidedly in the ascendant
Preponderance of the Americans was
slowly galned.

The First Movement.,

The very first movéement of the Amer-
fcun settlers was a peeltion to Congress,
in the year 184).. That petition asked for
the protection of the Unifted States, and
prayed that "'Congress would establish,
as soon &8s may be, & territorial govern-
ment in the Oregon Territory.” It con-
tained an allusion to the confllet with
British interests here, ns a reason why
the United BStates should take speedy
action,

As American influence Increased, our
plonesrs became constantly mare active
and urgent for formation of a govern-
ment. Moat of the subjects af Great
Britain naturally held aloof from & move-
ment In which Amerlean Influence waa
likely to be paramount. We had thres
classes of Americans In the Oregon coun-
try. Filrst, American trappsrs, or moun-
tain men, who were hostile to the Hud-
eon's Bay Company and strongly at-
tached to the United Btates. Second. tha
American misslonaries, who were ardent-
ly satiached to the Institutions of thelr
own gountry, which are bound up with
religious freedom. Third, American set-
tlefs, who had come to make homes and
to cultlvate the solL. But the whole
Ameriéan population in 1842 was no more
than one hundred and thirty-saven, of
whom thirty-four were white women and
thirty-two were white ¢hildren. A con-
sidérable number of (he American sat-
tlers and mountaln men had native
wives. )

On the Tth of February, 181, a meet-
ing of some of the Imhabltants was held
at Champoeg, then the center or seat of
the principal settlament, *for the pur-
pose of consulting upon the steps neces-
SAry to be taken for the formation of
laws, and the election cof officeras to ex-
ecute thém.” Tha call was cautiously
worded, so #s to avold the ftroublesome
question of natlonal sovereignty; for the
Améericans, who were making this Initia-
tory movement, thought 1t prudent not to
E0 too fast, reallzing that the population
of the country, though divided in thelr
alleglance, yét had to live together. Rev.

| turned upon ths necestity of civil govern-

through hostile’
wilderness—t
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motion of settlement here. Fimally
decided to visit Oregon himself, and dee
with his own eves the land abont which
he hnd writien and apoken wo mueh He
came by a circultous route through Mexi-
o and Callfornia, and !n Cnlifornla be
fell In with Ewing Young, whom HBe in-
duced 1o come with him to Oregon. Whh
& party of about 1§ persons pleked up
about Montsrey and San Jose, they nst
out for Oregon In the Summer of IS
Kelley zoon returned by sen to Boston,
btut Yodng remmined, and from that ume
until his death In Februyary, 181, hie
name has & consplcuous plnce In the
ploneer life of Ocegon. He left consider-
able property, to which there were no |
legs] clalmasts or known heoirs; and as
theres was no Probate Court. tha adminis
tration of the property hecame a perplex.
ing question, Most of the American set- |
tlers were present at the funeral, and
after the burial service the discussion

ment, “n new reason for which,™ =aye
Thornton In his menograph, written for
the Ploncer Soclety of Oregon, '‘was seen
by all in the conditien in which the e
tate of the deceased had been left” So
a meeting waa organized on the spol
Rev, Jason Lee was agnin chosen chalr-
man, and Rev. Gustavius Hines was made
seeretary. To the commitiee of arrange-
menth named at the prévious mesting the
name of George W. L& Breton was added;
a committee of reven was llkewlse récom-
mended, whose business It should be to
draft a conatltution and n code of laws |
for the settlements south of the Celum-
bia River, and the meeting proceadad to
Instruct the commlittes to recommend the
following officers, wvis.: A Govarmor; a
Suprems Judge, with . probats powers;
three Justices of the Peace; thres Cone
tables; three Road Commlssloners: an Af-
torney-Oeneral; a Clark of the Courts;
a Recorder; a Treasurer, and two Owvers
seers of tha Foor.

Committee om Conatitution.

The committes to form a constitution
and to dmaft a code of laws was coni-
posad of the following persons, vie: Resv,
F. N. Blanchet, Rev. Jason Lee, Rev. Gus-
tavus Hines, David Donplerre, M. Char-
levon, Robert Moors, J. L. Parrish, Et-
lenne Lucler and Willlam Johpson, It
will be seen from these mames that there
was atfempl at co-operntlon ameng the
difterent clements of population then In
Oregon. Roman Cathollic and Protesiant
misslonaries, subjécts of Great Britaln
and ecitizens of the Unlted States, ware
assoclated on the committes, which was
advised by the azsembly to report a sal
of officinls, on a system suited fo the
wants of the community. Following these
proceedings Dr, Ira L. Babtock was ap-
pointad Supreme Judge with probate pow-
ers; George L2 Breton wis named naf
Clerk of Courts and Public Recorder; Wil
liam Johnson wa# appolnted High Sheriff
and Wiillany MeCkrty] Xavier Ladovant
and Pierre Biliqgue were chosen Consta-
bles. It was resolved that, ‘usiil a code
of laws he adopled by this community, Dr,
Babcoek be Instructed to act according
to the Inws of tho State of New York.'
On the 15th day of February, the mesting
was adjourned, “to mest on the flrst Tuss-
&ay of June at the new bullding, near the
Cathoile Church.,” At this second mest.
Ing It was reported that no, procesdinga
hand been taken mehntime by the commit-
tea appointed to draft n constitution and
cofle of laws, and adjournment was taken
*to the American Misston Houss, on the
first: Tuésday In October, 184L"

This wus the end of the fNrat efort
Nelther commiftée nor assembly met
agnin. As might have besn expected, po-
litical and etclestastical jealousies hegnn
.to arise. Was the American or Britlah
eslement t6 have ascendancy? Was thae
Protestant misslonary or the Catholls
missionary to have the larger Influence In
the government? Amd, Nnally, there Waa
the non-church element strongly Individ-
ualized, which wantéd to l'mit the ec-
clesiastics of all names to thelr own
proper functicns, Bo there could be no
organization, till more Americans should
arrive.

During fhe next two Yenrs the project
of local government romained quiet. But
the number of Ameripans was INereasing,
To the 187 Americans in the eouniry at
the beginning of 1M32, there were added
by immirration that year 112 persons, in-
cluding 43 famliies Thers were also
considerable relnforeements to the Brit
Ish-Cnnadinn coleny from the Red River
of the North, .

Project Aganian Takem Up.

Early in the year 1841 the project of =
provisional government was started
again. This second attempt also was tak-
en pirtly under cover of a utliitarian
scheme., Beasts of prey, bears, panthers,
wolves, were very numerous, and the sel.
tlers suffered great loss through depre-
dations upon thelr flocks ‘and herdsa. A
praliminary meeting wag' held at the Ore-
gon Institute (Methodist mission) Febru-
ary 2, 1243, at which It was moved thal
A general meeting be called onm the Arst
Monday of March at the house of Joseph
Gervais, a Hudson's Bay ploneer, whose
name {s perpetusted In the town of Ger-
vals, Marion Counly. At this mbeting
held at the appointed tims, measures
were taken far concert In destruction of
noxlous animals; snd following this &
commiftea of 12 was sppolnted to ‘‘con-
sider mensures for the civil and military
protection of thls colony.” This commit-
tee conalsted of Dr, Babeoek, Dr. White,
Messts, O'Nell, Shortess, Newell Lueter,
Gervals, Hubbard, McRoy., Gay, Smith
and Gray. The names sufficientiy show
the predominance of men of United States
nativity.

But the questlon whether the new or-
ganlzation was (6 be besed on adkaow-
ledged nRegiance to the United States or
not, Instantly came uppermost An ad-

gon” was presénted to the mesting, in
which It wns urged that “laws and regu-
latioris for weifare of our persons I.l'lE
for security of our property and labors
be enacted, but objection was made to or-
ganization of & milltary force, om thf
ground that It was "‘useless ot pressot’
and “rather a danger of bad susplclon
to the Indlans’”; and finally, that “we
consider the country free to all natioms,
opening to evary Individual wishing to
settle, without any distinctlon of o n,
and without asking him anypthing, sither
to becoms an Eoglish, Spanish or Ameri.
can citigen.” This was signed by men

Iaimb th elves “English sub-

Jason Lee, of the Methodist 1, pre-
sided over this meeting. The Mesthodists
were the leaders In missl ¥ entarprise
in Oregon. They had established the
Willamette mizsion, under direction of
Rev. Jason Lee, In 188, In 1835 Bamual
Parker, 8 Presbyterian missionary, came
for the purpose of making examination
of the flald and selecting siztions for
misslonary labop. Next year he returned
by sea to New York Whitman, with a
small party., followed in 1886 Roman
Catholic missionaries begen their work In
Oregon fh 15333, From year to year
there were additions to the various mis-
sions, and small parties of Independent
settlers were coming In. There was also
in the country a considerable body of
the servants of the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany, soms still in active service under
the campony's direction, others who had
laft its service voluntarily or had been
discharged. These were montly French-
Canadlans, who had tugen Indian wives
and seitled down in the country. Thus
there were two sentimenis; one Ameri-
can, the other Britlsh; and as the influ-
ence of the Hudson's Bay Company was
well established before the Amerlcans
came, the latter wére looked upon wvery

much as fn fact Great
Britaln . had mnéver made

a serlous or
definite clalm to that part of Oregon ly-
ing south of the Columbia River. -

At this Orst meeting nothing was done

;uu," pumbering about . It was “lald
nside for the present” as busingss
of the meating was underst te have
teen completed by the appointment of the
eommitted of 13, which was to develop a
plan of organisation.

This committee was 10 report at a gen-
eral meeting, called to assemble at Cham.
poeg, May 2, 183 On the appointed day
about an equal number of American elti-
gena and Britlah subjects came togethor
In mass meeting, und It was anmounced
that the report of the committes of 12
was ready. Dr. Babcock took the chalr
and the report of ths commlittese was
read. From the somposition o the com-
mittee it was not doubted that It would
report In [avor of political organization,
to contlnue In force untll the United
States ahould establish a territocial gov-
ernment. Such the report praved to be
Tha subjects of Great Britaln could neot
ba expected to partisipats and acquissce,
for such action om thelr part woald
have amounted (o renunciatfon of thelr
allegiance to Geeat Brittaln and consent
to the Amerfcan claim of eoveralgnty.
So when the motlon was put that the
report be adopted there was a division
on aational lines: and so elose was (¢ that
the chairman was unuble to decide which
party had the majority. Thea Jomeph L.
Meek: one of our sturdy ploneers;, = na-

tive of Virginia, who had come West in

drses of “the Canadian citiseris of OFa- |

and an

aleotrical. The men on elther side fell in-
to Lhelr pl o be d. The ayes
woee 55, the nces B0 Another account
says the ayes were 5: but It In probabie
that In the larger 5 5
tees, or persans who were expected But
were not present, were included. Upon
the annowncement of the vote the oppo-
pents of organization mounted their
horsew and rode away, leaving the feld
tq the Americane It was a victory (p
-%ﬂth missionartee, mountainesrs and in.
dependent setilers had contributed; It waa
a viotory of the Americau spirie, grserted
by & courngeous few, at this remotest
outpont of the American republie. Honor
o the spitit and cournge of Joseph L.
Meek; honor to the leadership and mem.
ory of one who, thodsh wholily without
conventlonal culturs, and IB¢king even in
the sleraentnry parts of schoal eduention,
praved himself the man for the place and
time.

No st was made st the tme of ke
names of those whose voles that day car-
ried the motion (o estabilah & govern-
ment In Oregon—the frst govermmant on
the Pacific slops within the domatn of
the United States Diligent effort bas
boen mAde to recover the namess, and the
effort his been almoat wholly succesadul;
but the Uat now obtainable depends on
the memory of witnesses wWhe Wers pres-
ent, but one of whom survives to his
day. This iz F. X. Matthiew, who has
lived continuously in this vicinlty aver
sinee the day of that meeling. Anotber.
John L. Merrison, who came to Gregon in
1842, wha bullt the first house on Morri-
son street, in Portland, and (or whom
the street was named, was, til recentiy,
living upon one of the lilanda In the
northern part of Puge: Sound. One of ihe
most active, emrnest and forceful of thv
men who helped to carry the day, May L
1503, wag Willlam H, Grsy. wha oame
with Whitman In 1538, He is one diatiact.
1y to be named among the fathers of Ore-
gon. It Is through the venerable Mr.
Matthieu that the spot Is !dentifed whers
the meeting was held, and whete 1bs
monument 8 placed which wa dedicito
this day.

Progress of Orgasization.

The Americans now procssded rapidly
with thelr work of organisation. A mii-
ter of the firat lmportance was iha for-
mation of a legisiative committes, Whois
duty It was to report a form of orgauic
Inw for the npew commonweaith., The
commities was copnstituted of (hese
names, to-wit: A E Wilson, O. W. Le
Breton, J. L. Meck, W. H. AVlison, D.
Hill, Robert Sboriess, Robert Newell,
Alansony Beors, T. 4. Hubbard, W, H
Gray, J. O'Nell, Robert Moore and Wi
llum Dougherty. After delideration of

| several days and election of AL E. Wi

son to the aMes of Supreme Judge, G. W.
Le Breton, Clerk of ths Coure, 3. L. Mexk,
Bherif? and W, H. Willson Treasurer. the
meating sdjourned to the Mth of July. by
which time the jegisiative commities Was
to be ready with the arganic law,

No instructions seem (o Bave been giv-
on fo this commities fe to0 where It wae
to meet for its work., but records show
that it had Its aittings at Wilzmetta
Falls, In a bullding tendered by the Math.
odlist mission for the purposs, The bulld-
Ing w=s devoted 10 3 varfety of owes 1%
bas loog alnce disappearod. It s &
scribod as a bullding one and & hall
storien high, 14 feet wide, and I feet long,
the upoer portion being used a8 & storage
and siseping apartment, vwhlle the swer
part was ag divided as to make ona
square room for & school house and piace
of worship, and the other was uwed [or
storing wheat. The committes continued
its sitiings wntl] the i3th day of May, and
then adjourned, to meet tho lsst Thurs

¥ In Juna At this last meeting the
fnal touches were givan to its work.

Upon the appointed day, July 5 186
the convention reasssmbled on this spot
Some descrTption of this fews sbase house
of Oregon may be Interwstiog. Fromy the
acpounts I have besn able to gather it
wius bullt with posts sonk (ate the
ground, two and two together, with
apneés between them, which weps Milal
In' with apiit timber. Such were the wails,
which werd held together by horisontai
poles Inid acroms the top: and the whale
siructure wus surmounted By rmfiers
made of fAr poled, coversd by & roof &f
cedar bark. That sdifice, necdides to say.
hns not remalned to this day.

The civil officers electad iIn May wars
sworn In upon an oath of offles drafted
by & epeclal committes consisting of
Chalrman Babeoek and Rev. Jasom Lee.
Harvey Clark and David Leste Then
the report of the legislative commities
way submifted. It was somewhat elab-
orate. Wa can not follow its defalls here,
but will quote Its preamble, as & passage
of special Interest, to-wit: “We, the peo-
pie of Oregon Territory, for the purposes
of mutual protection and to secure peace
and prosperity among ourselves, agree o
adopt the following laws and regulations,
until such time a8 the United Staten of
America extend thelr jurlsdiction over
us™ The dispute as to sovereignty with
Great Britain wes not yet settled: but
bBere was avowal of & purpose to hold the
country for the United States. The re-
part of the committes procesded o di-
vide the tarritory into four dlstrieta, The
first called Tuality distriet, “comprinming
all the territory south of the boundary
iine of the Unlted Btates. west of the
Willamette, or Multoomah rtver, north of
the Yambill river, and enst of the Pa-
cific ocean.'” Ths second weas the Yam-
hill district. “embracing all the eountry
west of the Willamette, os!/duitnoman
river, and a suppostdiling funning north
and south from sald river south of the
Yamhill rivér. to the boundary Mne of
the United States and Callfornin' The
fourth district was ealled the Champoes
district, bounded on the morth by 4 sup-
posed lins drawn from the mouth of the
Anchlyoke (Pudding) river, running due
east to the Rocky Mountaine, west by the
Multnomah river, and south by the houn-
dary line of the United States and Call-
fornia. The third disfrict, “to be called
“l" Cisckamas district.” comprshonded
All the territory not Included in the other
districts,

in this quaint manner wis a reglon of
almost continental proportions, yet con-
tainlag only a few hundred mhabitanty
—they wholly In the Willamatte Valley—
divided into representative districts, The
southern line was the &d degree of
latitide. known as the lne of boun-
dary Dbetween Callfornia, then be-
longing (o Mexico, and Oregon.
Our clatm extended to “Afty-four
forty”. the British ciaim to the country
north of the Columbla River was strongly
asserted, “and Englishmen made a kind of
cialm. Indsfinite and pebulous, to the
territory south of the river. No citlten of
the United States had yet settled tn the
country mnorth of the Columbia. Within
the present itmits of Eastern Waasbington
and Northern Ildaho there were some
American missionaries, but they were not
so situsted as to be able to participate In
tkls political movement. It was sot till
two years Intsr that the frst Amstican
seitiers entered the tarvitory north of
the Columbin and west of the Cascade
Mountaine, Persons who came over the
plaina in ISH were the first Americacs
who settied In the Puget Sound countsy.
They were léd by Michas! T. Slmmonn.
who settied at the head of Budd's Inlet
in Oeclober, HHG. 1L was his party thal
opened the firsi trall from the Columbis
River to Puget Sound.

c 1twtl 1 Provisl

Under the constitution reported by ths
commlttes the legislative power waa 1o
ba vested In nine persons to be chosen by
the quallfied electors; each district to have
representalics In proportion Its popa-
lation, exciuding Indians,. No
tion as to suffrage was made agalnst pes
sons not eltisenn of the United States
but “every free male descendent of A
whils man of the age of Il years and up-
ward, an inhabitan: of this torritory at
the time of its orgunization.” was declared
a qualified electnr, ware o be
Held sanually. e power

was
to be vested In “a commities of lhres per-




