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men;] as one of many “interests™ thal
must be recogmized and concillated
when they cannot safely be snubbed.
When the reformers are strong enough
to subject him to severe pressure to do
his duty, he throws a bone to the growl-
ingwatchdogof civil service reform, but
he never takes the Inltiative In secking
to imorove the civil service by making
entrance to it depend upon merit rather
than favor. Civil service reform Is no
more & principle, & cause, to McKinley
than the *spoils system."” |FHe treats
both as powerful antagonlstic factions
within the party, and astutely and com-
placently plays one off against the
other. He recognizes Quay and Platt
and. Beveridge as bosses whom It Is al-
ways safe to use, and slways dangerous
te “turn down®; he recelves Clvil Berv-
ice Reformer Foulke so cordially that
that excelient man goes away convinesd
that the President would be a most
stalwart, aggressive champlon of the
cause of civil service reform If It were
not for the fact that National emergen-
cles gometimes oblige him to conceal his
natural-born antsgonism for the spells
system and all its works. The spolls-
men think they “owm’ the President;
the elvil service reformers think that
while he is compelled to give his hand
occasionally to the spollsmen, his heart

i= aiways with the cause of reform.
The truth is that the Presldent uses
both and abuses both for hls own pur-
poses &t every opportunity. He is with
one and againet the other alternately,
just aceording to whether the pirate
ship of the spolisman draws more Water
and carries more guns than the good
goverament craft of the civil service
reformers. Mr. McKinley never WRs &
reformer in spirit; he I8 an astute poll-
tician, an able opportunist; he treats
both spollsmen and reformers with
churming courtesy; he pleads sympathy
with and respect for clvll service re-
form when “the bosses” ask for some-
thing that Le doesn’t wish to grant, and
he pleads the strength and power of
the “bosses” with the civil service re-
formers as a rekson why he is obliged
to hasten slowly in the executlon of his
i te desire and purpose to im-

TAXATION OF MORTGAGES.

The New York Legislature is pressed
By the agricultural sectioms to enact
Biringent morigage-tax legislation, The
Pending moeasure, known as the Strans -
han bili, hns awakoned a storm of pro-
test. It relates solely to mortgages se-
cured on real property located in New
Fork State. All mortgages exscuted In
the etate are to be recorded, s heavy
penslty Is provided where there Is &8
fallure to record, while o money reward
eguk! to one-half of the tax recovered
s held out to any person glving infor-
mation of evasion. Morigages held by
banks end trust companles are exempt,
©on the ground that such holdings are
already taxed. Mortgages on property
in New York State otherwise held are to
be taxed one-half of 1 per cénit, and two-
thirds of the revenue is to go to the
State treasury and one-third to the lo-
eality where collected or where the
mortgage ls recorded. The payment of
the -mlll siste tax relleves the mort-
EAge from local taxation, under which 1t
NOW PAYE & tax sometimes as high as 2
per cent. The penailties laid upon eva-
sion and the inducements beld out by
the bill for information as to evasions
&re expected to bring all mortgages
upon the records and secure a thorough
application of the tax.

It is singular that the great and en-
Mghtencd State of New York should
ek to revive this mortgage-tax policy.
The money-lender Is sure under any law
fot (o lose the advantage of his bar-
suln. In some way the burden of it Is
sure to be carried by the borrower.
There Is clear Injustice in the taxation
9 morignges upon property wircady
taxed. It is douhble taxation, and in the
Jast annlysis means double taxation of
the borrower on real estate security.
Avcording to the Springfleld Republican
New York In her tax system 1Is less
Pprogreselve even than Massachusetts,
Fheére mortenses are not taxable when
upon realty situated in the state,
although morigages held jn the state on
Pealty ontside the commonwealth are
taxeble, when the Assessors are able to
locaute them, which iz seldom, except in
ouscs of estates passing through the
Pprobate courts. The mortgsges now
putstanding on New York real estate
are estimnted to be worth about §1,980,-
B.000, of whick about $1,000,000,000 must
Pe beld by Individunls and taxable un-
der the Strannhan measure,

ble e

THE PFRESIDENT AND CIVIL SERV.
ITE REFORM.

it Is gratifying to learn that the 588
Eppointecs te liculvnancies In the Army
Aare to be examined as to their mental,
maral and physicel qualifications, but
the triends of Army reform fairly object
R0 the fact that these 588 places have
been assigned the warlous states
Eminent civil service reformers say
that this assigument is in line with the
Administiration’s way of awarding of.
Soes. The true friends of radical Army
Feform bhold that the ploked men of the
wolupteer service should be the fresh
Blood of the new regular Army, but
Mr. McKinler's view in, a5 the spolls-
smen put it, that we must “give the dif-
ferent sections of the country s fair rep-
pesentation” it was the fortune of
Ohie to be the birthpiace or residence |
of a very large proportion of the distin.
Euinhed Union Generals of the Civil
War, and 1t was fortunate far the eoun-
fry thst Brigadler and Major-Genersls
were nol commissioned in those critical
days upon the principle of determining
ghat the proportion of Ohio men to New
Workers =hould be exaclly acconding to
gheir representation in Congress, The
el of 1he spollsmen is so great,
Bowever, that already Senators Pen-
post &nd Quay complsin that the thirty.
Rhree commissions assigned to them are
Boo few: that “‘they could hardly with-
#tand the pressure brought upon them™
By the friends of some thirty officers
who were not selected,

The truth i= that Mr. MeKinley never
B beer In any sincere sympathy with
$he spirit and purpose of cicll service
peform, for he has always treated the
geform of the civil service, not as a

ple, but as a mere expedient
mn( civil service reformers fairly
that the crring sin of the President
i not the fact that he recently appolnt-

i & man commissioner of a reformed
wvice whoe has alwaye been a davotes

the speils system, but that under
1t McEKipley "mo one has been
i for evasions or violations of

clvil service lnwe™ Qross cases

g for executive discipline have

brought to his notice; his own
wloners have pointed out to him
ments of the law, but he has

nothing. The Presldent =
gervioe: reform nol as a principle,

ti

prove the public service. The civil serv-
lee reformers find Mr. McKinley a dan-
gerous because a most artful enemy.

At the outset of the crusade for clvil
service reform legisiation General Grant
was openly and honestly incredulous of
elther itz wisdom or Its practicality.
He didn't hesitate to confess that he
liked to sppoint his friends to office, be-
cause it was safer to appoint a man you
knew than & man you knew nothing
sbout. It was comparatively easy to
mesl and beat open, honest oppeosition
like that of Grant, because the ground
of It would not endure discussion, but
it is far more difficult to meet the oppo-
sitlon of Presldent McKinley, who pro-
fesses warm friendship for the cause
while the substantial effect of his ad-
ministration of the clvil service law ls
deftly to honeycomb the cause of re-
form. Thus his study Is not to reform
the public sgervice, but to .bend both
friends and foes of reform to his own
purposes by giternately patting the
hend of the civil service reform walch-
dog and smoothing the fur on the back
of the spollsmen clvet-cat.

THE MORALS OF PUBLIC MEN.

The collapse from disslpation of
Thomas F, Grady, who has been the
Democratic leader In the upper branch
of the New York Legislature, and the
death from the same cause of Demo-
cratic Congressman Bradley, leads the
New York Evening Post to remark that
the breakdown of & politiclan from dis-
slpation is a much rarer event than it
was 8 generation ago; that men
in publie life do not become drunk-
ards or even occaslooally expose them-
selves while under the infiuence of
liguor In our day a= in that of our
fathers and grandfathers. This Is true
in the deceént conduct of outward'life,
but it is oot truer of Amerlca than it
is of England. Thers are not as many
professors of religion in America and
England perhaps as there were in the
days of our grandfathers, but there are
maore men who are observant of moral
decency and restraint in their publle
life. This only means that civilization
has become more réfined in Its manners,
so that publle indecency Is deemed the
mark of low breeding and Intempeérance
the earmark of bad manners.

The so-called minor morals of so great
& man as Alexander Hamlilton were
80 bad thet in our day he would have
been held to stern mccount by his con-
stituents. Willlam H. Crawford, a dis-
tingulshed statesman, candidate for
President in 1824, died of paresis
brought on by aleohollsm. Edward
Livingston, Jackson's Secrctary of
Biate, 2 man of great ability, was loose
in his soclal and business relations;
Henry Clay was taunted by John Ran-
dolph with belng & notorious gambler,
and Clay could truthfully have charged
Handoiph with gross Intemperance in
the use of mleohol. Luther Martin, a
very great lawyer, who defended Aaron
Buwrr In his trial for treason, wWas &
grossly Intemperite man: Slias Wright
died in hls Intellectual prime, and un-
doubtedly shortemed his days by too
free use of alcohol. Danlel Webster did
not practice the restraint that would
be demanded of & leading siatesman to-
day; nelther did Willlam H. Seward,
nor President Franklin Plerce, nor
President Andrew Johnson. Among the
great statesmen that swayed the Na-
tion before the outhreak of the Civil
War, John C. Calhoun was consplcuous
for his absolute freedom from dissipa-
tion of any sort, and that stern old sol-
dler, Andrew Jackson, was & mode] of
temperance and purity in his private
1ife.

Before the Clvll War hard drinking
was common among Congressmen, and
distinzuished men like Thad Stevens,
of Penneyivania, and George Ashmun,
of Massachuseits, were notorious gam-
blers. During the Civil War men of fine
public talents, like Senator MeDougall,
af Callfornia, and Senator Salsbury, of
Delaware, sometimes appeared on the
floor of the Senate the worse for liquor,
and thirty years ago It was & common
sight during the straln of an ali-night
session to see men of high distinetion
and ability on the floor when they were
not themssives from drimk. Doubtless
the scenes of violence on the floor of
Congress before the war were due guite
as much to alcohollsm as they weére to
partisan  bitterness or “piantation”
MAnNErs.

No Senator of the distinction that was
enjoyed by Matt Carpenter, of Wiscon-
gin, In life couid afford today to exhibit
his contempt for the decencles of life
in his relations with women. The riss
in the public standard of sobriety and
decency shows (tself pot omly im Con-
gress among men of a superior average
of intelligence and Intellect, but even ' In

New York City the engineers of the

exsctly as he regards the spolls-

—_—

and purity in thelr d !
relations. Tweed was a gross feeder, &
drinker and & man of loase life, and &0
were all of his confederates save Swee-
ney; but Croker and his lieutenants, ars
men entirely decent and sober in their
private llves. Even the New York
Board of Aldermen, composed of a very
low type of office-holders, 1s free from
drunkenness, This ever-widening circle
of sobriety and decency Is as much in
evidence In England as it is In Amer-
fca. Up to the accesslon of Queen Vie-
toria, in 1837, public manners tolerated
dissipation and loose life among public
men., George IV and Willlam IV
brought to the throne the gross dissipa-
tion and indecent manners that were
common {n their youth, when the great-
est orator and sftatesman of his cen-
tury, Fox, was & most reckless gambler,
when his great rival, Pitt, could not
make a Jong speech without a skin full
of wine. The Duke of Wellingtor and
Lord Melbourne were survivors fn their
habits of the free-and-easy morals of
the regency, but to them succeeded a
line of decorcus, well-behaved states-
men whose public habits and personal
manners gave no offense to public
moral sense,

The same change Is seen in literature
on both sides of the water. The hard
drinking of Thackeray's day ahocked
Charles Sumnper, and In the early days
of American periodical literature there
was a good deal of dissipation among
the New York literatl of the quality of
N. P. Willls and Charles Fenno Hoff-
man. The change In the social code
and political standard of public moral-
ity and decency has been large and
general on both sides of the water
within fifty yvears. It Is not due to re-
liglon; It Is not based on sentimental
grounde; It Is a matter of business and
a growth of refinement in public man-
ners, Men of business frown on the
undue use of stimulants, and men and
women of fashion teach by precept and
example that public intemperance or
indecency is bad form, bad manners.
and will not be pardoned by Mrs.
Grundy.

COLOR LINE IN CLUBDOM.

It Is one of the curlous revenges of
time that the proposal to discharge
negro servants and hire whites at the
New York Unlon League Club should
have been defeated, desplte the recom-
mendation of the house committes,
jargely through the influénce and elo-
quenice of & Bouthern man, born and
bred, an ex-Confederate soldler, John
8. Wise, whose father was Governor of
Virginia when John Brown was hanged.
Governor Wise was a glaveholder, and,
of course, his son was familiar with
the negro character from boyhood, Per-
haps this very famillarity makes him
less sensitive to mere physical repul-
slon felt by Northern born and bred
men for the negro. While it Is true
that Southern men laugh at the phys-
fcal aversion of Northern men for the
negro, probably a higher and nobler
reason influenced Mr. Wise In his op-
position to the dlscharge of colored
help. e probably felt that there was
really no just ground for thelr dis-
charge save the mean prejudice of the
aristocracy of skin, and that to yleld
to this prejudice would be unworthy
of an organization lke the Unlon
League Club. HRemembering that the
black man, through the social malevo-
lence of his enemies and the political
folly of his friends, has a hard time
to secure justice, North or South, Mr,
Wise doubtléss was not disposed to
hold the right hand of fellowship out
to that mliserable publle opimnlon which
suffered inoffending negroes to be cruel-
ly mobbed in New York City because
& negro oriminal had shot a pollceman.
Mr. Wige probably remembered that
some ten years ago the son of an emi-
nent Jew banker, one of the founders
of the Union League Club, was black-
balled by some young dude membere
of the club, an act of folly which caused
several eminent Jew members of the
club llke Edwin Einsteln to withdraw
from it. This manifestation of exclu-
siveness has now been followed by an
effort to employ none but white help.

Of course, to these youngsters the
historic fame of the Unlon League Club
as a particlpant in the war for the
Union and in the legislation that fol-
iowed Is & thing of no consequence, To
them the club is merely a house for
social entertainment, an art gallery and
a banquet hall. To Mr. Wise its polit-
fcal fame Is sacred, despite the fact
that when the club was founded he was
fightlng on the other side, Yet this
brilllant, big-bralned Southern man s
broad-minded and generous-hearted
enough not only to be glad that the
negro I8 no longer a slave, but to be
anxious that as a free man the negro
should have a falr chance to earn hls
bread without having to earry the crosa
of the color line all his days on his
shoulders, not only ja his social, but
in his industrial, life. This gifted son
of a gifted Southern slaveholder felt
some sympathy for the race whose
virtues he had seen in his childhood,
when decent black women were house-
hold nurses to the master's bables, and
faithful black men went cheerfully to
War as the affectionate body servant ol
thelr master. The Southern man who
bad grown to manhood before the war
knew the megro's best slde, and it Is to
one of thess Southern men that the
negro help at the Unlon Lengue Club
owes the fact that they have not been
turned down and out to meke room for
the arlstocracy of skin,

The wishes and desires of the Astorla
editors in regard to an Oriental steam-
ship lige out of the Columbia River are
difficult to understand. For months
they have bérated Portland and the O
R. & N. Co. for not providing a service
sufficlent to stop the flow of Oregon
products to rival ports on Puget Sound.
A lne adequate for all demands has
been provided, and because the first
steamer of this line went ocut without a
full cargo they are devoting ril of their
puny efforts to “knocking” the enter-
prise, Portland will take care of this
llne, however, and &s soon as we gat
water enough below Astoria to handle
safely the ships that can come to Port-
iand we will replace the Indravelll, In-
drapura and Knight Cdmpanlon with
etill larger steamers.

Hesltation of the Counell to act pre-
cipitately In the matter of telephone
and messenger franchises Is to be com-
mended In view of the opinion of the
City Attorney that the present charter
designedly removed these matters from
the Jurisdiction of the Council and
turned them over to the Board of Pub-.
lic Works. It is difficult to see what
gpecific directions on the handling of

wires, for example, is left to the Coun-

Fiabobiaky- Hall govettmont re g oF)

tq the Board of Public Works “exclu-
sive management and control of the
canstruction of all public local Improve-
ments, of the erettion of poles and the
stringing of wires," as well as author:
ity to “allow, authorize, provide for
and regulate the manner of erectiom,
meintenance and removal of telephone;
telegraph, eleotric light, slectric rallway
and other poles, wires and cables,” ete,
Franchisés, to be sure, are In the Coun.
¢i's hands, but detalls of wiré-stringing
such as are contemplated, especlally, in
the rights asked for by a third messen-
Ber company, seem to lle with the Board
of Publle Works, Multiplication of
wires Is becoming a serlous menace to
life and property. What I8 the use of
ordering telephone wires under ground
and permitting messenger wires to be
strung up?

The Oregon trall, from Indeépendence,
Mo,, to Oregon City, is carefully and
charmingly described by Professor F.
G. Young, secretary of the Oregon His-
torical Soclety, In the fourth number of
its quarterly, just issued, The account
Is accompanied by a map showing the
route taken by the immigrant trains,
which, from Fort Kearney westward,
was nearly the same as that subse-
quently adopted for the Union Pacific
Rallroad. All the historic landmarks
of the trall are noted and half-tone I-
lustrations show each of these in detall
This Is the result of a great deal of la-
borious and Intelligent research, and it
balongs rather to Amerlcan history in
its broader sense than to the story of
Oregon in its local aspects. Professor
Young's description of the trall is & his-
torical paper of the greatest value, It
{s dane with discrimination and some-
thing is given of the clrcumstances of
each great traln, making the story &
¢omplete one. This Is 8 new achleve-
ment, and perhaps the greatest one, of
the Oregon Historlcal Soclety, and much
credit belongs to Professor Young for
the accurate and satisfactory manaer in
which the work has been accomplished.

A descendant in the fourth genera-
tion of the Empress Josephine is soon
to become a brother-in-law of the Cszar
of Russia. This is Duke Peter Roman-
owsky, a lineal descendant of Eugene,
the loyal but warlike Prince who, of all
the persons made consplcuous by the
genlus and favor of Napoleon, naver, as
the latter testified at St. Helena, gave
him a pang or betrayed his confidence.
His bride I= the Archduchess Olga, sls-
ter of Nicholas. Frederie Masson, the
romaatie historian, {f one may employ
a contradiction of termg whereby to dfs-
ignate him, who concludes his long
series of Napoleonic studlea with a
rather egulvocal apotheosis of the Em-
press Josephine, says of this son of
her Arst marriage: ‘“There are few of
the personpages surrounding Napoleon,
who played puppet Kings in his aston-
{shing comedy of power, more interest-
ing than Hugene de¢ Beauharnals, the
Viceroy of Italy and the last com-
mander of the ‘grande armle’ when Na-
poleon quit it to fly to Paris after the
hideous finale at Moscow."

——— — ——

The good people of Roseburg seem to
be treading each other's heels in their
eagerness to sign the petition for the
pardon of Hugh Patterson. Men and
women—"the best citizens," it I8 sald—

Among them Iz a minister, who, In
slgning the Instrument, expresges the
opinion that this poor young man has
been “'sufficlently punished" for his part
in imprudent, childish, wretched Min-
nie Thorn's undoing. Queer ideas these
“gond citizens” and this minister of the
gospel have of this young man's culpi-
bility. That he belongs to & good fam-
1y and was weill brought up rendsrs
the bestial conduct for which he is do-
ing time in the Penitentlary only the
more helnous. It may be hoped that an
emphatic “No' from the Governor will
at the proper time put an end to this
disgraceful parading of o most abom-
Inable deed before the publie,

The proposal to divide the school fund
of Virginla between the white and black
races, in proportion to the amount of
taxes pald by them respectively, is de.
nounced by Unlted States Senator Dan-
fel aa “lacking in just regard for the
natural relations of the state to its
cltizens. It would contain a restrictlon
upon legislative power unprecedented in
the United States. It would put us out
of sympathy with the great body of ou:
fellow-citizens elsewhere, as well gs &
jarge mass of them, both black and
white, In our own commonwealth." The
Richmond Times supports Senator Dan-
lel, denouncing such & step as cruel and
calculated to advertise the Virginia
whites as possessed with *“a hatred
toward the black race.”

In common charity let us belleve that
the woman who threw hot water upon a
parly of little girls at play upon the
porch of the dwelling in which she oc-
cupies housekeeping rooms did it unin-
tentionally, and properly regrets the
fright and suffering she thus lnadvert-
ently inflicted upon the children. No
annoyance, however great, and no In-
Jury which Httle girls could possibly
infllet, would for & moment justify a
retaliatory act so cruel. Let us belleve,
therefore, that the Inecldent recorded
was purely accldenial, and be glad that
the injuries inflicted upon the children
were not serious,

The Kindly remembrance In which
Hon, J. F. Caples was held during his
long absence from this clty was attested
by the cordisl greeting accorded to him
at Taylor-Street Church Tuesday even-
ing. Having discharged falthfully and
acceptably the dutles of Unlted States
Consul to Valparaiso during the past
four years, Mr. Caples returns to his
home port satisfled with his officlal ex-
perlence and glad to retwrm once more
to private life, His friends mark few
changes In his appearance, and none
whatever In his genlal and cordial in.
terest in them and in home affalrs.

Mr. McKinley Is u-'ring to do better
in his speeches this time, but he will
not fully succeed tilf he drops the bale-

‘ful use of such expressions as “Max-

ims are not as profitable as markets,”
which recalls his empty phrase, “A pa-
triot is better than a pessimist.” Mr,
McKinley's sententious maxims, cer-
tainly, are not very profitable.

Organization of a shipbuilding trust
upon the fallure of the zubsidy bill Is
an outrage on public decency. Could
anything be more lacerating to Mr.
Hanna's feelings? Capital of $5,000,000
is subscribed In the face of the asser-
tlon that the poor shipbuilders can't ex-
ist unless government aids them., This

cll's power, by & plain provision giving

gladly afMx their names to thls petition |

EXPLANATION FROM VENEZUELA

WASHINGTON, May 1.—The State De
partment has recelved from the Gov-
#rnment of Venezuela a satisfactory ex-
planation of the clrcumstances under
which Ignacio Biaz, United States Con-
sular agent at Barcelona, came to be ar-
rested and mulcted of a heavy fine. Whils
no detalls are furalshed, It {2 stated that
the action of the Venezuelan Government
In the matter is all that could be desfred,
and that Biaz, who has recovered or will
recover the money extorted from him,
will not be further molested.

The State Department's Information re
garding the legil proceedings In Vene-
susla In connection with the asphalt con-
troversy Indicates that ft will be many
months before the Issue will come to trial
in the Venézuela high court. As thers Is
no disposition exhibited to dispossess the
American concessionalres who are In pos-
session, pending the termination of the

proceécdings, the Biate Department 18
entireiy satisfled with the status quo as
to this case. There are, however, other
issues which may change the mspect of
American affairs in Venexueln. An at-
torney named King, representing some of
the Interests connected with what 1a
known ss the Orinoco or Faribsuilt con-
cesslons, has lald befors the State De-
partment complaints of arbitrary actlons
on the part of Venesusla Government and
the department has notified Venesutla
that It expecls just treatment at IS
hands for American coitizens and Intarests.

Tha official mall (rom Venesuela re
celvad today by Mr. Puesledo, the Vene
suelan Charge, continues to show a spe-
cific and agresabls tone towamrd the
United States. The Venesuelan author-
fties have taken nate of the fact that
the unfriendly oriticism of Venesusla
made by some American newspapers has
given w_:rhl,o more temperate discussion,
On the la, the official advices show &

most influential in Venesutelan affalra
The personnel of Presldent Casiro's Cab-
foet Is made known personally, and the
Minister of Forelgn Affalrs takes occa-
sion, In stating that he will continue his
duties, 10 pay a compliment to the Vene.
suelan Charge at Washington for his con-
duct of affaira here,

Loomia’ Course Approved.

NEW YORK, May L—A speclal to the
Herald from Washington says:

Venegueln will be glven to understand
that the United Btates has formally ap-
proved the course pursued by Minister
Frank B. Loomis In his action upon va-
rious matters In diapute between the two
governments. At the same time she will
be told that the United States relles upon
her sense of justice In the settlement of
thess matters,

Instructions setting forth the attitude
of the Administration have been sent by
the State Department to Mr. Russell,
Charge d'Affaires in Caracas, Mr. Rus-
soll will immediately call upon the Vene-
suelan Minister for Forelgn Affairs and
apprise him of the fact that the policy
of the United States in the several ques-
tlons pending Is the same as |t wos ba-
fore the withdrawal of Minlster Loomis,
Diplomatic representstions are consid-
ered ample at this time, and especlally
In view of the action of the Venesuelan
Government in expressing regret to Mr,
Russell for the arrest of Ignacio H. Biaaz,
Consular agent in Barcelona. By its ex-
pression of rogret the Venesueln Gov-
ernment Jn the oplnion of the authoritles
hae shown n desire to remove all Irri.
tation from the relatlons existing be-
tween it and the United States,

France and Venezuela,

PARIS, May L—The French Foreign
Office has no Information regarding the
reported signing nf & protocol between
France and Venezuela, by which the dip-
lomatie relatlons between the two coun-
tries are now to be resumed. It Is sup-
posed the report means that Venesuela
has declded to accept the terms of
France. The Venezuelnn delegate;, Benor
de Castro, recently discussed thea matter
with the Forelgn Office and was given (o
understand that France adhersd to her
original demands arising from the
Venczuelan trouble and their acceptarice
was & necessary preliminary to the re-
sumption of relations. Since, however,
Venesuels has found that considerable
injory has been wrounght toa her coffee
trade, she has been anxlous to resume
relations.

German Deal With Castro.
NEW YORK, May 1—A dispatch to
the Herald from Trinldad says:
Information has reached here thiat the
German crulser Vinetta recently com-
pleted survey of the Island of Margariia,
Officers of the ship spent 10 weeks mak-
Ing charts and scundings. The offlcers
2ay¥ a fine harbor has been dlscovered,
with every advantage for o coaling sta-
tion. A secret deal with President Castro,
of Venezuela, Is reported by which for
money he may permit It. This furnishes
additionnl reason why President Castro
wanted Minlster Loomis withdrawn.

et
GREAT STRIKE THREATENED.

Action of Britiah Conl Miners Will
Depend on Commons Debate.

LONDON, May lL—Whether or not the
Britlsh mineras wlll strike depends largely
upon the trend of discussion of the coai.
tax resolution, which will come up in ths
House of Commons tomorrow. Although
it Is generally supposed the coal owners
have been backing the miners with the
object of bringing pressure on the govern-
ment to modify the coal taxation projest,
there are signs of s division of opinlon
since the Federation reached its decislon,
and some of the Influentinl owners, es-
pecially those not exporting coal, are
counsaling prudence, The miners' reason
for advocating a strike appears to be
based on fear that the owners will recoup
themselves fram the tax by an equlva-
lent reduction In wages. Reports from
the mining districts indleats that a mo-
Jority of the miners are In favor of the
strike, They have had two years of pros-
perity, and the funds of thelr unlons are
overflowing., It 15 admitied, however, by
Liberals and Conservatives that thelr HIl-
adviscd actlon will have no effect so far
as a repeal of the coal tax Is concerned.
The whole country condemns the strike,
which will tend to disorganize all the In-
dustries, and as the people have little
sympathy with the coal trade, which dur-
Ing the last 12 months has reaped huge
profita at the exp e of the ity.
the only effect of the strike (s lkely to
draw the support of the people toward the
government. The prospact of a sirlke has
spread dlsmay among the mill end foun-
dry owners, as there are no stocks in hand
at the eollleries,

e e

THE DEATH ROLL.

Wiliam F. Davidson.
NEW YORK, May L—Willlam F, Da-
videon, a well-known clvil engineer, who
assisted in laying out the route of the
Union Paeific Rallroad, dled in Believue
Hospital Isst evening from Injurles re-
celved by belng knocked down by a horse
and wagon. He was 08 years old.

Congressman Cromp.
BAY CITY, Mich.,, May L—Congress-
mon Crump, Representative from the i0th
Congressional distriet, dled at his home
at West Bay Clty early today from heart
trouble. He was B8 years of age. He was
elected to Congresa last Fall for the
fourth time.
W. H. Eliott.
DETROIT, Miech., May 1.—Hon, W, H.
Elllott, member of the Republican com.
mittes, died today after a brief iliness,
aged 57.

Sammnel D. Murreay,
TOLEDO, 0., May 1. — Samuei D, Mur-
ray, millionaire patent medicine manufae-
turer, dled at his home In this city lnat
evening.

Som of mem-lﬂ-_mlﬂ'
LONDON, May 1—Hon. Armine Wode-

Is adding lnsultl to Injury,

house, son of the Earl of Kimberley, is
dead, mged 41 years. ~

reassuring state of affairs among those.

A CONGRESSIONAL JUNKET.
WASHINGTON, May L—The sybcom-
mittee of the House commitiee on rivers

Buffalo Bayou and Galveston. From Tex-
as the party will go to Los Angeles or

Diego, Cal, making no stope on the
on the Calltornia

;

and then the harbors of Oregon
Washington will be visited Seattle wilf
be reached about July L. Thence some of
the party will make a pleasure trip to
Alaska. All told, the Inspection will con-
sume something over six weeks.
The Nordatrom Case.

Buggestions In printed form were fled
in' the United States Bupreme Court today
by counse: on both sides in the case of
Charlea W. Nordetrom, the criminal from
the Btate of Waahington, whose cuse has
become famous by reason of his execu.
tlon having been delayed for nine years
since his original sentence for murder, On
behalf of Nordstrom, James H. Lewls
filled his objectlon to the motion made by
Attorney Fulton, on behalf of the state,
for dlamiesal of the case as brought to
the court on a mbtion for a wril of error
to the Supreme Court of Washington, Mr.
Lewis sayn that In this case he has had
only thrée days' notlce, under the rules
of the court. He also al discrepancles
In the recorfl, Altorney Fulton says that
he had no knowledge that this case was
on the Bupreme Court docket until he ar.
rived (n this clty a few days ago, and as-
serts that the questions Involved are the
sameé as in the Nordstrom procesdings
brought here from the Federal Court, in
which he says 50 days' notice was given,
and contends that the objection i& for de-
lay only. He makes the same point with
reference to the critlolsm, and asserts
that by these tactics a perversion of just-
ice is belng accompllshed

Recelpta and Expendiinres.

The monthly comparative statement of
Government recelpts and expenditures
shows that during April, 1901, ths total re.
celpta were MM7,707.851, and the disburse.
ments $#1.088.245, leaving a surplus for the
month of 35800000 The recelpts from
the several sources of revenue, as cnm-
pared with the corresponding month last
YeAr, were:

Incranse,

CUuStoms ....covvenmerses 3 40,00
ntarnal revenue ™ £.420,M00
Incellaneous .......... 0, o

‘Total receipts show an Increase over
April, 1900, of §2.720,000. The expenditures
are given as follows:

%vl] and miscelluneons=$11 265,500  #1 500,0%

JAD eesis nessrancasiavs J0100.TI0 *142,000
Navy ..... «  B,270,087 1,500,100
Indinns . o, 83 a2, 000
Pensions 10,196,012 *THO. 000
Interest .. . 4055122 *200, 000

*Decrease,

For the 10 months the total recelpls wera
AN 584,961, g0 Increase, &8 compared with
the corresponding peried last year of $10.-
500,000

Cireniation and Coinnge.

The monthly circulation statement Is-
sued~by the Controller of the Currency
showns that at the closs of business April
30, 1901, the ctirculation of Nationa) bank
notes amounted to 60654582, an Increase
for the year of $65,408.4M, and an Increase
for the month of $663.011

Tha monthly coimage statement issued
by the Director of the Mint shows that
the total colnage executed at the mints
of the United States during April, 1801,
wins $11,T84,080, as follows:
Gold

: BUB. 195,000
Stiver . LEE000
Minor colns 143, 640

Rural Mall Service Inapection.

General Superintendent Machen, of the
free dellvery service, will leave here Fri.
day on a tour of inspection of the rural
free delivery aervice In
will be away five or alx weeks, FHe will
vigit the headquarters of divisions ar Den.
ver, Ban Franclaco and other polnts.

CONGER IN 10WA.
Tendered n Reeception on Hin Arrival
at Council Blafs.

OMAHA, Neb, May lL—An advance
guard of lowans spent the night In Oma.
ha, and escorted Major Conger acroes the
river this morning. At the depor there
the Minister was recelved by Mayor Jen-
nings and a party of distingulshed guests
from various parts of the stats. The
weather was perfect, and Mr. Conger's
party wae taken for a drive about the
city, pausing In a down-town park for kn
Informal reception. At the Grand Hotel
& long line of people stood ready to shake
hands with the Minister, and his reception
reached the magnitude of an ovation.
Governor Shaw and his sulte arrived
shortly after the Minister, and was also
accorded a hearty reception. A beilllant
assemblags was pressnt In the dining.
room when the principal guest sntered,
;nd the banquet proceaded without Inci-

ent.

Hesponding to the address of welcome
by the Jowa commitiee, Minlster Conger
referred briefly to recent events In China
In refarence to the Ineeption of the Chi-
nese tnouble. Mr. Conger absolved the
Boxers from all blame.

“The princes and high oMcials'" he
suld, ""were responsible for the slaughter
of the missionaries, and the real offenders
have been the most punished. The Im-
perial Court, T belleve, rejoleed that the
potentates Involved cameé to the end
which they deserved."

At His Des Molnes Home,

DES MOINES, In,, May L.—The special
train bearing United Biates Minlster Con-
ger arrived In Des Molnes at 10 oclock
tonight. An enormous crowd of people
was at the atatlon to mest the distin-
gulshed Iowan, who had passsd through
such trylng scenes In the Orlent, Major
Conger and party were quickly trans.
ferred from the traln to a carriage amid
ths cheers of tha multitude, and, escorted
by a drum corps of vetarans, passed up
Fourth streat from the rallway astation,
and at omce went to the Conger home,
just outslde of the business distriot.
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THE SIMPLE PROBLEM.

If Cubans Cnn__ol Govern Them-

selves We Maost Do It for Them.

WASHINGTON, April B —*Uncle Joe"
Cannon, of Illinols, takes a matter-of-facy
view of the Cuban sltuation. ““The Cu-
ban situatlon,” says he, "is covered by
the fact that the only government now
existing in Cuba {3 by the Preésident
through the Army. That government, of
course, will remaln untll the people of
Cubn adopt a ftutlon and frame o
government of thelr own, embodylng the
Platt amendment. Congress his plenary
power In the premises, and hak exérclsed
that power by enmcting the Platt amend-
ment. The people of the Middle West,
without regard to party, Indorse the legis-
lation covered by the Plalt amendment
‘Thera is nothing but the kindlest feeling
for Cuba among the peopls of our coun-

{try, and they are entirely willing that

tha people of Cuba shall have & govern-
ment of thelr own, should they so de-
sire, and hope they will be successful
therein.

“If the Cubans should accept the Plait
amendment,” continued the Ilinols Con-
gressman, “and Oemonstrate thelr capac-
Ity for self-government, there will be no
troubie with the people of ths United
States. But If they should not succeed
in demonstrating that they are ftted for
self-government, then the Inlerssts gt the
people of Cuba, ns well as of the United
States, demand that we should see that
there |= jaw and order on the island, Our

that we arg bound In
people also feel

good faith to all the to the same
#o’

the West. He-

Brrnnmm‘_n-mth.lhh

not a Presideatinl candidate. Is—ia he
dead?

Newn Is getiing so slack that the perm-
the chame after Dewast

The Commaner is golng to hold s prise
easay contest, and offers a gold medal to
the winner. Alas, poor siiver!

The strest-car conductor who helps
himsalf to $100 at one time s too stremu-
ous for that kind of a position.

That Bvanston professor who nover
Kissed a git! 8 & man with whom goldes
opportunity should waste no tima.

Oh! lat &2 ¥ing & song of Spring.
Of woots and brooks sad hilla,
Of birda and and budding trees,

beas
And also quinins

“Breakawsy" woald have been a better
name than “Get Together” for that New
York club which recently went out of
business.

The high-rolling nature of the land
about Mount Tabor seema to have com-
municated ltself to some of the juvenila
inhabitants.

Queen Wiiheimina is beginning to fSad
that she could have bought a fArst-class
navy at a more reasonable figure than
abe has pald for tha: husband of hers

The surprising thing s that the Presi-
dents train started without James Creel.
man belng on bourd. Hut perhaps James
will trall the party on & special engine.

A Southern revivallse had the habit of
taking @ horse at every town |n which
he preached. He must have been hanker-
Ing for a good old-fushloned martys's
death,

Agulnaldo s subslsting on porterhouse
steaks and champagne, a diet that ap~
peals more strongly to most people than
beans, of which the Insurgents, who are
still th rebelllon, make thelr chief food

Do not compiatn about the maisg
Be carsful what you =Yy,
You'll aeed your choloest swear-wocds for
-
firkt
hot
day.

A story Ia told of an amusing sncounter
which Matrics Barrymore once had with
a stranger. ““Will you obiige me with &
light ™ sald Barrymore to a belated strol-
ler, “Certalnly,” sald the stranger, hold-
ing over his cigar. But when Barrymore
handed buek the perfecto the owner fNung
it away. Cut came Barrymore's clgar
case. “Take onme of mins,” he sald with
A tone to the invitation which made an
order of it. The stranger hesliated and
took the clgar. "Let me offéer you &
iight.” added Barrymore. giving his lght-
ed weed to the other. Upon regaining his
cigar Barrymaore of course flung it awny.
“I should ke to continue this Indefinitaly,
but T have only & few cigars’’ he sald,
and waliked off. Barrymore would devote
rs much thought to & trifle like this as ha
would require to write a brilllant sssay
or memorize & part

“I had once’ writes a correspondent,
“the curfoslty to write to Windsor Custle
and ask for the origin of the Quest’s
charitable practice of giving s '‘bounty’ o
women who had given blrth to iripiats,
1 had a very courteous reply f(rom the
Queen's private secrstary explaining that
the first gift to & woman who had thres
children at a birth was promptad Sclely
by Her Majesty's sympathetic fraling to-
ward her. The case had happensd 10
come to the knowledge of the Queen, and
she sent & sovereign for ensh of the DeEW.
Iy arrived jittie Hritons, as an assistance
to the mother in her embarrasament of
family trensuren. This had happened
about # years before (hid correspondence
and guite carly ia the reigw, and had cost
the Queen's privite purse aboui $1600 &
vear ever since. Of conrse, It Is not In
all cases of the kind that this ‘bounty”
Is sent to the mother. It is only to those
who are poor and apply for I, but as the
majority of people ars poor, and some-
how these [ittle surprises seem generaily
to overtake people who cannot afford
them, the Queen's bounty for triplets had
coms to be regarded almost as a matler
of course.”

PLEASANTRIES OF FARAGRAPIAERS

In Parihn—"How do you know she in an
AmericanT" I heand her taliing French ™ —
Life

Disappointed — T see the Newglits Bave
given up thelr auntemublile. “What forT"
“They lound, safter all, that it waan't sg ex-
penalve as keeping horses " —Puck.

“Is he & man of ability ™ “'Is heT Why, he
mot anly kmows that Be docan™t know mueh,
but he has the abillty to kesp others from
knowing W'"—Philadeiphia Times

In the Light of Modern Sclepce—'That
bookkeeper of yours never seems o be alek.’™”
“Mo: he's the most export germ-dudger we've
ever bad In the emtabilsh e 1
Tribune.

The Worst.—Mm, CQusb—1 heasd all abount
your poor husband having his arm broken In
that droadiul sirect-ear sceident yesmarday;
let me sympathize with You. Mrs. Swagges—
Ob, thank you; but that isa’t the worst: miyf
oftw hat was simply ruined 18 the wreck.—
Ohio Bumate Journsl

Lady (st the reglstry officei—But [ shouldn't
care to trust her with & baby. Bhe's too small
for s nurse. Manageress—Her size, madume,
wo lonk upon Aw her grealest recommendatiosn.
Lady—Indesd! But she ls mo very small Man-
ngerens—Yes, but that i» an sdvantage, in my
opinton. TYou wsea that when ashe drops ihe
haby it hasn't very fur to fall—Glasgow Byen-
Ing Timen.

Tender-Hearted Soul — “How's this?" de-
manded the magistrate “You have your bus-
band arrestad for assault, and y=t rml:i eetune
o test lzst him.* “Wall your Honor'™
:gl.: g!:: -::ﬂhu, whoae Reart had safiensd,
“f aln't shure ‘twas hlm done (07 UBut you
told = he purched you In the eye’* ““Thrie
for ye. Some wan did punck me ln ' clys
But T ain't shure wha, for me back wor turned
at the tolme.*—Fhiladelphis Presa.

——————————

A Song Over Sea.
Frank L. Stanton In Atlanta Constitution
L

No falnt farewsli—ne tender clasp of hands

In Nfe's receding beama, .
1 give you to unknown—undreamed-of landy

Where Fate shall read your drenme.
IL

Couid not the Spring. with violels In her
Tempt you o liager loag™

{Alas! desr heart, we tramiple, GREWESS,
On the sweat Sowemn of somng- )

oL

The Hiles are yet eloguent of words:—
A wyrld's wealth would you Bolg?
Reap It ln wind-swepl melodios of birds—
Spring's Sliver—A ‘s old

Iv.
Are any lands, swentheart, as fair as Chis
Arcadian, o'er the foam?
Arn crimsen lips that seal an allen Rise
Swedt an the kims of Bome?
v
dive you God's grace! Hul, in the dreaon
night,
WHI you not lopk afar.
And ses s ghost, In heasvens of dalight,
Of a forgorten Star?
Vi
A Ghoat of Memoryl . . .
bands




