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SATURDAY,

Governor Geer has saved the people
of Portiand from the conseguences of
their own acte. The political features
of the charter bill were nothing more
than legitimate corollaries from the ver-
dict of Jupe, though it is but falr to]
say that they were not mnwmplawdt

!

‘al the time. The people were disposed
to smash the Simon machine at what-
ever cost, and now they iUft up thelr
bands in boly horror when asked to pay
the price. Governor Geer doubtless
speaks the entire truth when he says
thaet the business public of Portland
have overwhelmed him with reguests
for this veto. It has at length dawned
upon them that they have voled 10
throw out the best Fire Chief Portland
ever had, and a Chlef of Pollice a8 good

as any they ever had, for a regimes
they could only hope might not be |
worse than the Napoleon Davis-Doc |

Robinson dictstorship we suffered un-
der the last “reform" administration.
The political aspecis of the veto are
perhaps best lgnored, The Democrats
are incenséd ut the fallure of thtlrl
hopas, and Colone! Pat Powers talks |
mbout & “gold brick™ with some little
reason. If the Mitchell people are se-
cretly gratified, they cannot, of courme,
reveal i, and the ins are pardonably
hllarious. We take it that Democrats
in the next Legislature will not make |
another such deal a= this» without an
indemnifying bond. Meanwhile, nobody
is likely to overcome the simple but
forcible logic of the veto message, The
Oregonian hes already poloted out the
danger to strest improvements, ste.,
under the doubtful constitutionality of
the blll's passage, and the unbusiness-
ke nature of taking 8 new charter for
the few months pending the one that is
to be framed by the new commission
is apparent to all

Iu the Hmited circle of his Immediate
friends Guy Catlin's death will be keen-
Iy deplored, for his nature was one that
bound them to it with hooka of steel,
and In the wider circle of his noguaint-
ances and admirers it will be regretted
as the untimely clogse of & career of
unusual promise. His lyric talent was
noteworthy, if not great, and his songs,
measured by the standard of pleasure
imparted, achieved sucress truly re-
markable. His memory, however, Is of
lasting impressiveness, not for the work
of his hands, but for that pecullar quai-
ity of hiz character which Inspired n
vague feeling of reverence, as though
he belonged to a different order of be-
fnge from the common mass of human-
ity. Among the mysteries of the hu-
man mind, which is the most mys=teri-
ous of all things, nothing is more Inde-
finable and Inscrutable than this hall-
mark as of finer clay which Nature
Blamps upon some natures, as she puts
the perfume In the violet or the hloom
upon the peach. We can understand
the great man—he is the ordinary man
magnified. Muitiply John Smith's per-
ceptive, reflective and executive facul-
ties by 10 and you have Napoleon or
Herbert Spencer. But these rare souls
whom we venerate not for what they
do, but for what they are, differ from
the rest not in degree, but in kind. To
seck to define thelr quallty is valn, It
158 not simply grace of spirit, or mag-
oetsm or consclous moral or artistic
polse, or even unusual discernment. No
one can attain it by any amount of de-
sire or of effort. Heredity and environ- |
ment are bafed to explain its nnme-‘
less charm. We can only vaguely hope
that when they leave us, whether after
& long life of helpful inspiration or un-
timely snatched away as Catlin was,
Nature will renew their kind with her
own unsearchable psychology, if for
nothing else to teach us that she has
ways past fnding out.

The local controversy over the Port
of Portiand bili is only one of several
unfavorabie conditions over which this
city must prevail with patience and |
determination. If the river and harbor
bill passes, the channels may be main-
talned, despite the Insufficlent means
ot the dispusal of the Port of Portland
Commission, If it falls, there will be
trouble both at the mouth of the river
and between Portland sad Astoria
There is no lghiship off the Colum-
bin's entrance, and the bar tug service
is wofully inadequate. Despile gll the
promises for trans-Pacific steamship
pervice, there are indications of the
graduul substitution here of lurge craft
by inferfor ones and increassd use of
Puget Bound lines by Portland import-
ers and exporters. The difficulty un-
derlying nearly all these untoward cir-
cumstances is lack of hbarmonious lnbor
for the cliy’s good, The contest for
control of the Port of Portland Commis-
slon reveals two rival Interests, each

| anfl Sewnrd's

threatesning to leave Portland for Pu-
Fet Bound uniess it has its way. Heavy
shippers here employ Puget Sound
steamship lines to brenk the backs of
Portland !ines, our own transcontinen-
tal connections se¢! us down as second
fiddle to San Francisco, and it is only
with extreme difficulty that a Portland

Importer can be prevalled upon to pat-
ronize a Portland line of Asiatic
steamers. The placidity which the

glorious climate of Oregon is supposed
to impart seems to have missed our
commercial Interests as well as our pol-
itics. This in not the way, it scarcely
neads polnting out, to bulld up a chty.
Ehall we get together or shall we con-
tinue to cut each other's throats?

There s a natural impulse to Impa-
tlence over the news that among the
requests to the Geological Burvey for
reservoirs In arid regions not a eingie
one has been sent in from Oregon.
What has Eastern Oregon been aboeut
and what has Representative Moody
been about, that while urgent sollciia-
tions supported by exhibits of facts
have poured in from Washington and
Idabo, nobody has had & word to say
for this state? It is to be doubted,
however, whether the omission will in-
volve anf actual Joex The Geological
Survey may recommend reservolr sites,
but it will not determine them. The se-
lection will devolve on Congress, and
there will be plenty of opportunity for
meking representations before any ap-
propriations are made for the purpose
Publie poilcy will doubtless reguire a
good deal of frrigation expenditure in
states like Wyoming and Colorado, be-
fore areas not In such urgent need and
not 80 promising for improvement can
be taken care of. To be candld, more-
over, it must be admitted that Ore-
gon's needs [n the way of river and
harbor work will stand as a perpetual
obstacle in the way of Congressional
ald for {rrigation. Every dollar we get
for the Columbia and our Coast bays
will be charged up agalnst us, and the
Rocky Mountaln States will seek to off-
set these amounts with appropriations
for surveys and reservolrs, This may
bé taken us the explanation of Repre-
sentative Tongue's unemncenled indiffer-
ence to our Lrrigntion needs, Mr, Moody
has no such excuse. Coos and Benton
Counties cast no votes for him or
against. Therefore we hope to hear
that his Inattention to thls matter ls
more apparent than real

A CONSERVATIVE STATESMAN,

The lute William M. Evarts was a
very able lawyer, and, like all lawyers
of the first rank who obtain politicnl
honors, he wus a wvery conservative
statesman. He was of Vermant ances-
try, his father belng a philanthropist

| deeply Interested In the work of forelgn
| missions,

The great lawyer inherited
his father's phllanthropic temper, for
he was a radleal antl-slavery Seward
Whig In his youth, but there was noth-
fng Puritanie In his personal temper
or tastes,. He loved genial company,

| Hiked a glass of wine at a good dinner,

was o man of brillant wit and humor
in conversation, and a chrrming
speaker at public banquets. Of such
a man rapid rise In politics would be
predicted, for it was the charming so-
clal qualities of his great palitical lead-
er, Beward, jolned to his great abllity
and acuteness as & political debater,
that lified him so rapldly to eminence,
But Mr. Evarts was so devoted an
apostle of Seward that he always
hitched his wagon to that great man's
star in victory or defeat. It was Ev-
arts that Jed the Seward f{orces at the
Chicago Natlonal Conventlon In 1850,
defeat Jost Evarts his
clection to the United States Sennte.
When Mr. Seward becams an “Andrew
Johnson” Republican, Mr, Evarts still
followed his colors, and it was hi=s bril-
liant apeech In defense of Andrew John-
son in the Impeachment trial that cov-
ered with successful ridicule George S
Boutwell, of Massachusetts, then one
of the prosecutors on part of the House

and today the venerable champlon of

Aguinaido. Mr. Evaris had po sympe-
thy with the Republican scheme of re-
construction; he was in full sympathy
with Secretary Seward, and accepled a
place in President Johnson's Cabinet
at a time when such a step was fatal
to his popular standing in the Republl-
can party. During Grant's Adminis-
tration Mr. Evarts was a conspicuous
public opponent of his Louislana policy,
but with the election of President Hayes
and the withdrawal bayonet rule
from the South, Mr, Evarts, as an old-
time conservative Beward Republiean,
always opposed to the reconstruction
policy of Stevens, Sumner & Co., was
naturally summeoened to the head of the
new oconservative Cabinet, From this
time dates the pe-entry of Mr. Evaris
into the feld of party politles. The
conservatlve Republicans, who repre-

of

with which he refused to be swept from
the moorings of reason and justice by
the clamor of partisan passion and
prejudics from 1886 to 1577, He had to
resist the appeal of hi=s whole party,
for outslde of himself and Henry J.
Raymond, of the New York Times, Sec-
retary Seward had no supporters among
the leading men of his old party. Mr,
Evarts stood by his guns during all the
storm of Johnson's teéerm. He was a
fearless critic of the reconstruction pol-
lcy of Grant's Administration, and it
was a just tribute to his attitude that
when  President Hayes resolved, on
Grant's advice, to withdraw bayonet
government from the Bouth, he at once
cailed Willlam M. Evarta to the head
of his Cabinet. The colloquial wit and
humor of Mr. Evarts were perennlal
Of President Hayes' dry siate dinner

Secretary Evarts would say to Senato

Edmunds: “You ought to have been
there, Edmunds; why, water fowed
Just like champagne.” Evarts was a
great lawyer; a conservative states-
man, whose wit was without malles
and whose humor was without vulgar-
Ity.

LEGISLATIVE MADNESS,

Not all of the promoters of freak leg-
isintion have pushed on west of the
Missls=ippl In the hope of exploiting
their “views" through legislative chan-
nels In relatively new communities. An
Indiana statesman comes to the front
with a proposition to legalize
smashing.,” Hizs name Is Barlow,
he holds & seat in the Hoosler Senate,
His bill provides that any number of
persons not exceeding twelve may enter
any premises where liguor is  =old
without! authority of jaw, any gam-
bilng-room or polley shop, and smash
the furniture or appurtenances of such
plaee, Furthermore, any person who
shall resist such smashers or do vio-
lence to them shall be adjudged gullty
of nssault and battery.

This is one of the many examplesia
which prejudiced, fanatical or unthink-
Ing people have in Inter -years made
legsiation farcleal and Legislatures an
Infliction uwpon the state. Not all meas-
ureg proposed under the general head
of farcieal legisiation are ns pernicious
us this one. Some are mildly stupid
and fall by thelr own welght, as [or ex-
ample the many attempts to block busi-
nesa because it Is held 1o Infringe upon
what Is considered the established
rights of those first on the ground and
set in certain ways, Others are offen-
sively and even childishly meddlesome,
the attempt by the Legislature of Kan-
sus o few years ago to abolish corset.
wearing by law belng in point. The
aitempt In ihe Idaho Leglslature. as
noted a few days ago, to tax unmarried
men of a specified age, Is another ex-
ample on a different line of legislative
meddiing in private matters, This In-
dlana messure s, however, distinectly
pernicious, =ince It solemnly proposes
to legalize violence.

One of the most sacred doctrines of
common law is that no person shall be
putl In Jropardy of his lfe or property
without due process of law., The evil-
doer a8 well as the righteous man is
protécted by the law until he Is proven

| by orderly methods to be gulliy, after

sented the old-time apposition to Roscos |

Cunkling, were strong enough to elect

Mr. Evarts United States Senator In
I885. On the expiration of his térm In
1891 Mr. Evarts retired finally from

politieal MNfe.

The success of Mr, Evarts In politica] |

iife was about equal to what might be
expected of a very able, lenrmed and
acute lawyer, who was pot o magnetic
arator and was utterly without the
baleful talents of a politieal trickster or
partisan demagogue. Mr. Evarts as a
Inwyer in politics did not belong to the
school of Hamiiton,
Stephen A. Douglas, Calehy Cushing.
Ben Butler, Roscoe Conkling—men who
were great jJawyers and intensely partl-
ean pollticians, too. He beionged rather
to that school of great lawyers who
never =ank the great jurist in the cheap
politiclan: men ke Jeremiah 8. Black,
Salmon P. Chase, E. M. Stanton, Rev-
erdy Johnson, Jacob Collamer, Willinm
Pitt Fessenden, E, B, Hoar. The fame
of Mr. Evaris as a lawyer Is assoclated
for all time with the Impeachment trinl
of President Johnson, with the arbitra-
tion of the Alabama claime, and with
the argument before the electoral com-
mission of 1877, s

As o lawyer of International fame
Mr. Evarts does not leave his
behind him. As a statesman he was
undoubtedly a conservative foree of
vast weight, for he was faithful (o
Beward to the last and was naturaily
helr o the great influence that Seward
exerted to the day of his death over an
important factlon of the Bepublicas
party. Long after Seward's death his
conservatism in the matter of recon-
struction has come to be justified by
the march of events, and the conserva-
tive statesmanship of Seward survived
and was perpetuated at every public
opportunlty by Mr. Evarts. Caucus en-
gincer and party manager he was not
but be was a learmed jurist, a sound
and acute paolitical thinker, and a patri-
otic statesman, He I8 worthy of the
highest rerpect for the moral courage

peer

which hils punishment Is prescribed by
law, and lawfully administered. To
authorize Irresponsible perséns to de-
stroy property is the helght of legis-
lative madness. Such methods provake
retnllation, stir up a spirlt of lnwless-
nes: which it is the province of law Lo
check, and, H procecded with unre-
buked by civil processes, will result in
civil commotion, disregard of Inw and
the taking of human life by viocience,

Perhaps the most serlous phase of
this attempt of 8 State Senator of Indi-
ana to legalize vislence agalnst prop-
erty and as a contingent result against
person, Is the suggestion of a publle
sentiment behind it favoruble to mob
methods—a suggestion intensified sinece
the introduction of the bill by the
I¥nching and Its attendant atrocitles at
Terre Haute,

GROWTH OF EXPANSION IDEA,

Presidont McKinley's response to the
Senate Inguiry for records in the Phil-
ippine negotlatione reveals some inter-
esting matter hitherto unpubilshed, It
shows pretty clearly the progress of
the expansion ldea in the Presidential
mind, Judge Day was at first strongly
opposed to the selzure of the whole
archipelago, and sent this dispatch to
the President on October 25, 180§

I am wnshle to agree that we wid per-
emptorily demand the entire Phillppine Island
o In the apirit of our Ins tien, and
becax £ Iln suind the often declar dbilnter-
onlrdnery of purpose and frecdem from Jesizne
»{ pusst with which the war was ander-

taken, we should be cunsistent In our demands
in making pesce
Judge Day added the remark that

“only experience can determine the suc-
cess of colonlal ¢xpansion upon which
the Unlted States s now eptering.”™
Senator Gray, of Delaware, was of
the same mind, nnd sent this earnest
protest to Washington:

The upderrigned cannot agrer that it s wise

to take the PR Islanils In whole o n
| pari s worlld be 1o Feverse acowg 2
coniine f the country declared and

Matt Cearpenter, | €

ncird
quity geverns the
Polles

hout our h ry I'ropin
af Cubs and Porto Rico

us inte Buropean

propossd  Introduce

politics and entangling alllances. It
Il make negrssary = navy sgual to ihe
inrwest of Dowers; n graatly incresssd mill-

Aty

establlahmant; lmmense sums {or fortifl.

and harbars: multiply occasions for
L comptiontions with foreign nations,
and increase burdenms of taxation

There Is no doubt whatever that the
President shared the natural repug-
nance of conservative Americans every-
where Asintic sxpansion and that
he required the Incontrovertibie
dence of events and the proved neces-
=ity of such course before he consented
to accept It. In his original instruc-
tions to the Paris Commissioners, . Mr.
McKiniey went no further than to say
that “the TUnited States cannot accept
jess than the cesslon in full right and
sovereignty of the Island of Luxon
and thnt this country must also have
the right of entry for veasels and mer-
chandi=e belmging to cluzens of the
United States into such Philippine ports
as should not be ceded upon the same
terms that =hould be granted to Span-
inrde. It was not until the 26th of Oc-
tober that the President gent orders
to take the entire archipelago. Even
after that Judge Day interposed a fur-
ther protest, while Whitelaw Reid ad-
vised agninst taking the S8ulus. Sena-
tor Davis was for taking everything
without paying a cent for it. and Sen-
ator Frye wanted to include the Caro-
line Islands, giving Spain $10,000,000 for
both groups. This was on the lith of
November, and the Presldent's reply,
which finully settled the guestion, was
as follows:

You are instructed o (nelst upen the cesalon
of the whale of the Fhilippines, and, i neces-
sary. to pay Speiz OO0 M0 1o FI0,000000

evi-

“"joint- |
and |

end If you can get the cession of A naval and
telsgraph station in the Carolines, and the
soveral concessions and privileges and guar-
antess, =0 far am applicable, enumerated in the
views of Commissioners Frye and Held, you
can offer more.

The anti-Imperialist papera, notably
the New York Evening Post, which has
made a study of the dispatches, re-
gardthis exhibit as showingthe change-
ableness of the President and his grad-
ual conquest by the spirit of commer-
cial greed mnd eriminal aggression.
This appears to them more desirable
than the simple and actual fact that the
President was learning something as he
went slong, and that the events of the
Summer and Autumn of 1838 had en-

tiggly altered the situation at Manlia.
t is clear from the statement ma
y George D. Goodhue, of Salem, a

practical creamery man, that farmers
stand in thelr own light {n clinging to
the old plan of separating cream from
milk by the gravity process. Pam-
skimmed cream does not, as creamery
men have proved, produce butter up to
the standard creamery quality, For
reasons not hard to understand, the
best butter is produced from separator
eream. Butter from sour cream belongs
to the unscientific era of bitter-making;
that from gravity cream, even when
sweet, has not the flavor demanded by
the cultivated taste for the best prod-
uet of the ereamery. Chlefly, however,
the butter produced from gravity eream
Is not sultable for storage, and hence
Is practically shut out of the wider
market that alone jusiifies the opera-
tlon of creameries on a scale profitable
altke to farmers and creamery men, The
time of farm butter or dalry butter,
except for purely local needs, is past,
It may be hoped that the farmers of
Marlon County will reallze this and
devise means whereby the creameries
can continue to handle thelr eream
without lowering the quality of thelr
prodoct, and In
creamery Lo elose,

The warmest February day on record
in this vicinity was followed by a
March day of gently descending rain
| and seasonable temperature. Under
the Influence of the February warmth,
daffodils burst Into a wealth of golden
bloom, viclets and crocuses unfolded,
the red shoots on rose bushes galned an
inch n length, peony sprouts pushed
their pink tips through the damp earth
to ses what it was all about, and pan-
sles turned thelr intelligent faces sky-
waurd as if determined to make the
most of the soft air and sunshine.
With such evidence on every hand, an
carly Spring was freely predicted and
Winter was considered a thing of the
past. “Chinook conditions” are the
mos=t genial weather conditions known,
though they sometimes pave the way
for blighted buds and a shortened frult
crop. However, March may be pretty
safely depended upon to check these
conditions sufficlently to ward off dis-
aster to early flowera and fruit.

The Whashington Legisinture mus-
tered the necessary two-thirds vote to
kill Governor Rogers' veto of the medi-
cal bill. Osteopaths of that state must
now drop the title of “doctor,” which
the “regulars” asserted they had
usurped, and drop their remedial meas-
ures for the treatment-of disease with-
out medicine, or “move on.”” As shown
by his véto message, of this bill, a syn-
opsig of which appeared in The Orego-
nian 4 few days ago, Governor Rogers
based his objections to the meascre on
distinctly consclentious grounds, He
will probably find consclation on this
—the first defeat of his veto power dur-
ing three legisiative sesslons—in the
reflection that it i “bétter to be right
than Governor.”

The conteést now on between the city
and a number of its firemen under the
Pennoyer administration, for pay al-
Jeged to be due the latter from that
disastrous period in the ¢ity’s financial
and politienl history, bas developed
nothing as yei more striking or Im-
portant than the fact that we had a
bookkeeper for the coity at that time
who scorned the detall drudgery of
keopitng books, and other officials who
depended molely upon their memories to
record business transactions. The heri-
tage of this administration was a bitter
one, and the Inheritance tax heavy. The
taxpayers, wriggling and wincing, have
already pald large Installments upon It,
and It seems lkely that there Is “more
to follow.”

E——

It I8 greatly to be regretted that in
drawing up the new Port of Portland
bl provision was not made for an ade-
qunate sum for operation of the dredges,
The tax will yield hardly money
enough for operation of one dredge
after payment of annuoal Interest on
| the Mhonds, Provision was made for
construction of n second dredge, but no
provision for its operation. The work
therefore cannot go on with vigor nec-
essary for the needs of our commerce
unitl] there shall be another meeting of
the Legisiature, It was an oversight
which seems to have escaped detection
through use of excessive secrecy in the
managemont of the bill, This was due
to the political element In it

G. H. Titherington has an article In
the March number of Munsey's Magn-
zgine on “Grand Old Men of Today.”
Among the “grand old men* noted |is
Admiral Keppei, of the Rritlsh Navy.
who was born In 1808, and among the
“grand old men" not mentioned In the
article Is Rear-Admiral Thomas O,
Selfridge, of the American Navy, who
wns born in Aprfl, 1804. Titherington
evidently went to the World Aimanac
for his list of famous old people, and
of course répeated the emnissions of that
li=st.

The COregonian had hardly expected
Governor Geer to veto the Portland
charter blll, It s<¢emed not uniikely
that he would fall back upon the ree-
ommendation of the “delegation.,” sup-
ported as it was by a large majority of
both houses, and permit the bill to be-
eome & law. Agaln, the velo must
deeply disoblige the section of the party
that triumphed In the election of Bena-
tor Mitchell and naturally expects to
control the next nmominating conven-
tion.

Fish Commissloner Reed has been re-
moved from office by the Legisiature.
Ii is understood to be a consequence of
his unwilllngness to submit his officlal
action and official duty to the dictation
of Senntor Fulton,

If nny gambling holes are reopening,
they will do well to close right quickly,
for there is to be no relaxation of the
purpose that open gambiing shall pot
be carried on In Portland.

effect cnu:ingy

VIEWS ON MITCHELL’S ELECTION

We are not sure but that Mr. Mitcheil's
slection and Corbett's defeat 18 a direct
blow at the head of the gold standard in
Oregon.—Hillsboro Argus.

The selection of Hon, John H. Mitchell
by the State Legislature to the office of
United States Senator meets with wide-
spread satisfuction by the masses of o
people of this state. He will reprexent
Oregon In the future, ar he has In the
past, with lllustrious honor and great dis-
tinction. Gervals Suar.

Certainly no more unique nor diplomatie
canvass was ever conducted than that
which resulted In Mitcheil's election early
Sunday morning, February 34 Mitchell's
name had not been mentioned untll a few

oments before he woas elected—and yet

is friends had planned for this result
sm the very beginning. —Seattle Times.

John H. Mitchell is a wonderfal man, in-
deed, He fights and defeats all the Demo-
cruts he can during poiitical campaigns,
and then they trample over one another
during legisintive sessions in their efforts
to elect him to the United States Senate.
He is a Domocrat hypnotiser. A hundred
years ago he might bave been considercd
a wizard. —North Yamhill Record.

Mr. Mitchell’s great ability and the ex-
perfence of 15 years In the Senate Cham-
ber fully qualify !Ilm to successfully cope
with all the great gquestions that will come
up within the next few years, and that
he will help dectde. It was a grand finale
of a prolong=l contest, and the people of
Oregon have reason to be thankful for
the outcome.—M-Minnville Transcript.

The nmuu!.zl. result of factionil strife for
office Is exempliified In Oregon in the elec-
tion of John Mitchell as Senator. He was
not at any time a candidate, but there
was no chance for a compromise between
the Corbett ¢rowd and the others. It was
a durk homme or & vacancy. The mannoe
of Mr. Mitchell's selectlon ought to con-
tribute materially to his usefulness.—New
Whatecom Reveille,

Almost unanimously the people of Walla
Walla express satlefaction over the elec-
tlon of John H. Mitchell, of Oregon. FPut-
ting aside party feeling and party preju-
dice, Mr. Mitehell, during the many years
he has been in public life, proved a friend
to this sectlon of the state. Long before
we were o state, and while he was rep-
resenting Oregon In the National Con-
gress, he showed by his Interest In the
Walla Walla country that he considerad 1t
a purt of his mission to look after our
welfare.—Walla Walla Statesman.

The Journal has no apolegy to offer
for having supported Hon. H. W. Corbett
for Unlted States Senntor. He s 4 Chris-
tlen gentleman, a loyal Republican, a
broadminded, public-spirited muan. A Re-
| publiean had to be chosen, and Jdisinter-
ested minds were supporting Mr., Corbett
ns the only candidate who stood for any
reform principles, Agalnst him was the
entire office-holding combine of several
hundred Federal officlals. While the
Journal has only good will towards Sen-
ator Mitchell it cannot condone hls de-
es«rtion of lifelong principles for the spolls
of office and It ¢cannot see how any re-
form can come in stale and Natlonal af-
fairs from the Mitchell combination, They
do not represent Intelllgent, aggressive
business capacity in publlic affalrs, Their
hand will ba ralsed to overthrow all that
was accomplished for reform in state af-
fatre—Salem Capital Journal

Senator Corbett made a strong fight
against heavy odds. Almost single-hand-
ed he has fought the *‘mercenary bri-
gade,” biacked by the Federal Adminis-
tration, for the past four years, and
though defeatsd, It was not by his own
party, a majority of whom stood by him.
He made no dishonorabie combines to se-
cure votes through leglelation, and so far
as we know his contest was open and hon-
orable. Ha has met political defeat, but
he has not sacrificed his party nor honor.
In his position as a private citizen he will
continua to do more for his ¢ity and the
state than his successful rival has ever
nocompitahed In an offelal capacity, The
defeat of Senator Corbett simply resur-
rects the old political faction which has
for the past 40 years almost continuously
domineersd the politics of Oregon, and at
times, by Its own corruption, became di-
vided. Benator Corbett can stand his de-
feat. It remalns to be seen If the Repub-
Hean party can. If it be the means of
installing the better element of the Dem-
pcratie party Into power, Senator Cor-
bett's defeat will have served a good pur-
pose for the state, but It cannot be done
by such as akled to bring about hig de-
feat.—Portland Dispatch.

There are defents which in future re-
sults bear all the frulis of victory. There
are victories which are so tinged with
shame as (o be more dizsastrous than the
mont overwhelming defeat. Such n defeat
has been sustained by Mr. Corbett, and
such a vietory won by Mr. Mitchell

The battle of Mr. Corbett was from slart
to finlah open and honorable. He sought
the honor of representing this state In
the S8enats from the hands of the Repub-
lean party—the party in whose principles
ho belleves—the party he has helped bulid
up and sustain, He made no promises of
fFedernl patronage and future political
preference to Influence leglslators to vote
for him. He never thought of such a basc
thing as to =ell his party to the Democrats
In exchange for hi= election. He labored
to unite his party rather than betray It
and leava !t naked to It= éenemies. His
deteat, accomplished as It was In treach-
ery and shame, leaves his honorabie
courss standing out all the brighter, In
bold rellef against the dark background
of deceit snd treachery practised by his
enemies, Hin defen: han besn a victory,
because he has shown that he would not
Kkill his party to save himself—he would
not =ell hig birthright for a mess of pot-
tage. His seif-sacrifice should, and prob-
ably will, tend to awaken the consclence
of the Republican party and prompt it Lo
reject with abhorrence thatl unclean (ac-
tlon that prostitutes Itseif to the Demo-
erats—drives unholy bargains and wrecks
its own party for personal gain, Mr. Cor-
bett's defea: was to him a wvictory, A
victory for principle. A wvictory of Integ-
rity of party. A victory over temptation.
A vietory over self to save his party from
shame.

“He who conquereth himself {s mightier
than he who taketh a city,” and when
Mr. Corbett conquered self and triumphed
over temptation to wreck his party for
personal «ain, he won a victory greater
than the Senatorship—a victory which wili
endear him to his party and to all right-
thinking mern of all parties,

Then what exn be suld for Mr. Mitchell?
His victory, begotten In shame and con-
celved In Iniquity, carrying with it the
wreéck of his party, devold of honor, lack-
Ing in all that makes victory sweet, will
prove dead sea frult and turn to ashes
in his hands His victory was won ag the
expense of his party, his friends and his
honor, Pretending to champlon Mr. Me-
Firide, he, under the surface, was at all
times trufficking with the Democrats amld
secking to sell his party for his own per-
sonal wain. He has won the Senatorship,
but his victory has been worse than a
defent, for he must surely losé the respect
of his party, hi= friends and himself. No
mun knows what his prineciples are, no
mitn knows whether he is a Democrat or
2 Repubdllcan, for he Is all things to all
moen, He has bought a future of distrust
from his party, and when he appears be-
fore the party agaln for preference, pre-
tending to be a Republican, he will be
answered: “This Is the volce of Jacob but
the hands of Esau’”: wé cannot trust you,
depart from among us Vietory at soch a
cost i1s infinitely more bitter than honor-
able defeat.—FPortland Chronicle,

CORPORATIONS AND THE STATE

New York Evening Post.

The questions relating to taxes on enr-
parations are engaging so much attention
at this time that a general survey of the
relations between the state and these
bodies seems appropriate.

To the question whether corporations
should be Invited into this state by pre-
miums in shape of tax exemptlons or by
loose legnl methods, or should be extled
from it by drastic taxation, the simple
answer is—nelther. A large part of cor-
porante business Is necessarlly done within
the State of New York, whether or not
the home office Is in New York, in Now
Jersey, or in other “foreign parts,” for in
the eye of the law every corporation not
organized here in a “forelgn™ corporation.
Corporations should pay falriy. and
should pot be nsked to pay unfairly, for
tha privilege of dolng business within the
state. The ldeal corporamtion lnw, to the
corporntion mind, is one that is liberal as
to conditions of iltabiMty, freedom from
undue restretlons and methods, and
amounts of taxation, while not so lax
a8 to arouse suspiclon. The Ideal law
from the public point of view Is one that
assures reazonable knowledge and safety
to Investors and creditors

Delawnare's notorious bid for corporn-
tlon favor overstepped the mark, nor
have investors the highest confidence in
corporations from West Virginla, where
recentity four 0008 corporations were
organized with caplin] stock “‘fully pald.”
all the stork having been pald out for a
set of patents by ome Inventor. On the
other hand, Massachusetts, Maine, and
ather sintes have driven many cCOTpora-
tions Into exile by strtingent laws or
drastie judiclal declsions or excesslve
taxation, and New York s In danger,
should some of the proposed tax bllls be-
come Inw, of reprating thelr history.
New Jersey., whose corporation laws seem
to have achieved the happy menn. s still
the happy home of many corporations,
but It does not seem necessiry for New
York to redoce elther iis orgnanization
taxes or ity nnnunl taxatlon to hold the
corporate business which properly  be-
long= In the Empire State. What does a
corporation owe to the siate? Firat, the
right to exist. For thiz it pays, once for
afl. the organization or lvensa tax for
fts birth or registmation eertificate. This
s but % per eent on its authorized eapl-
tal, and u reduction to 1.ED per cent, the
New Jersey rate, scems scarcely necdful
or desirable,

The second debt of a corporation to
the state ls for the right to do business
in thte sinte, under favoring cond
created by the sinte. Besldes the
ton of the laws und the benefit of the
faciMiies provided by the astiate, a cor-
soration enjoys pecullar priviieges, and
a8 It never dles, ls pot subject to ooi-
Internl-Inheritance tuxes. For all this it
pays the annual franchise tax, levied on

capital upon the basls of what the capl-
tal varns. Unfortunately, the specific |

visions of the tax laws seekl I
the earning power, result in “confusior
worse confoumded.” This etrning power

fn the casge of a corporatlon Ia resg-
[stered with substantial nccuracy In
market value of its swcurities: the exce
tions nre, perhaps, negligible Whera
there are no marke! quotations, an
praleal on uniform lines would be neces-
sary to determine actual value. A uni-
form tax, perhaps of 1 per cent, on the
market or actual value of the share and
loan capital of all corporations, would be
& proper expense charge, equivalent to
the actual saving to the corportion from
the factiitles afforded by the state—al-
ways o just basis for taxation. Hy lmit-
Ing this tax to the capital or business ac-
tually within the protectlon of the siate
—that ls, the capital less the declared
proportion used In other states—the dis-
tinction between domestic and forelgn
corporations as to taxation woull be so
far obviatetd, and a corperation would
have no reason as to iaxation for fMnding
a legnl home beyond the state. Charged
as an expense of the corparntion, Instead
of a deduction from dividend, the nature
and value of this tax would be made
clear; and, In the case of consolidated
companies, it might properly be pall by
the controlling or operating company,
leaving the shares of subsidlary com-
panles free from the tax to the propor-
tion of these holdings. The valus of a
surplus or reserve which really belongs
to the sharehoiders, |s pecessarily In-
cluded in the earning power and market
value of the stock, while such reserve,
as In the case of Insurance companies,
repressnting a fund to mest unmatured
Habllittes, would thus be rightly exempted
from taxatlon, This seems to be the
ideal at which the tax lnws, and Gover-
nor Odell’'s suggestlons for thelr amend-
ment, seem to atm: and as pérsonal prop-
erty, especially In the hands of the
wealthy, 18 largely in corporate shares,
such taxation for state purposes might

L

Jead to the abolition of the personal-prop-

erty taxes, and insure local option to tha
eountles ns to reaity and other sources
of taxatlon,

In the third pilace,
other wutility corporations obtain special
privileges In the right to condemn prop-
erty or use the publc highways For this
such corporations owe a falr return, pref-
erably to the citles or countites whore
they operate rather than to the state. In
oneé sense the value of the special fran-
chise to use land i& properly a realty
vaiue, and as such It has been treated,
at least with partial success, by the Ford
bill of 1599, This compensation might be
alternatively pald by a percentage of
grosa earning, or commuted In whole or
in part, by a redoction of fares or prices
Certainly It should not be levied by auch
devices as *“‘car licenses,” which put a
premium on lmiting the accommoila-
tlons for the public. The Metropolitan
Bireot Raliway pays, or evades, a multl-
plleity of such Indirect taxes levied va-
riousiy on its subsidlary roads, and 1t
would be better both for the puble and
for the company if all such taxes upon it
could be genmerallzed and clarified Into
an adequate speclal franchise tax or an
dequate percentagas of gross earnings,
which should be pald to the city and for
its use. As the Ford bill 18 now befors
the courts, It bs useless to make any fresh
experiments until ita legal status i3 de-
termined and its fnancial results ascer-
talned.

Finally, a corporntion obtains for thoss
sharing In It the Umiwttion of personal
Hablliity, For this advantage over a pri-
vate business +the proper eguivalent
would be the pubileity of Its accounts,
This opens a wide question of fArst Im-
portance, with which the Leglslature
must deal, sooner or later. A simple, ade-
quate system of corporation taxes and
provision for accounting, which should
be publle without belng Inquisitive,
would do much to allny the puble preju-
dlce against corporations, while ennbling
them to make better returns both to
their shareholders and to the public.
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PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

the rallway and

Grief. — "(loadness! What's the trouble?”
“Boo-hoo! All de kilds on din block are ¢ither
too tough for ma to play with, or alse they's
got the meanles. Poo-hoo " —Harper's Daszur

A hoy of 12, dining at his unele's, msde such
a good dinner that him aunt observed, “Johnny,
you anpear to eat well™ “Yea, aunty” =
plied the urchin, “T've boen practiciog eating
all my e —Tit-Hite

Smith—Say, Sappy. what's the trouble be
tween you and Bragz™ He says the next time
he sees you he'll Knock spme semse into that
head of yours. Saphead—Iuh! He can't
ft!—Phliadelphia Recond

In the Near Future. — Old
both of your chlldren are studying profus
sons? Homess—Yos, my Jdaughter is In =
polytechmle college mtudying mechanical en-
gineeting, and my xon v In Parls, learsing
dresemaking —New York Weekiy.

Girl Wanted.—Mistress (1o the new ssrvant
who has overniept berseifj—How about break-
fast, BridgetT DHridget--Ye naden't troubie
teh bring me up annything, ma'am; I aln't
feelin’ very hungry this mornin’. —FPhiladelphle
Pros.,

Dangerous Business. —Tourist—Why den't you
offer & reward for the desperadoes who robbed
the bank bere last week? Sheriff—Why, if they
thought bere was any money I (Y county
treasury they'd come back and rob that!—
Puck.

do

Friend—And we

NOTE AND COMMENT.

March came In ke a duck,

Have you begun taking lce yet?

The Legizslature proposea and the
ernor disposes,

Gov=

The inaugural parads will prodbably be
almost as long as the Inaugurml address,

The phrase "Innocuous desuetude™”
have to be taken down, L.
and attached to the Lincoln Commoner

In & few days Colone]l Roosevelr will
obiiged to bunt his rifle Into a gave]

will

soon dusted] ¢

b

il
nd

his hunisman’'s “haloo™ Into a cull
order.

Haytl and San Domingo are golng to
fight, The event promises 10 be one of the
mout interesting events ever pulled o

m the bantium class

A New Jersey muan is
slowly turning

Jersey

reposted to be
o stone. As most New
are trust mognates, it is po
sible that the petrification began with bhis
heart.

M

=

A sensitive
Datlly Chronicel

Scot rebukes the London
for =ying that his eoun-
irymen man “mon." “The
surd form ‘mon,”" he writes., 'is
hallmark of Scots’ vernacular as writtin
by & routhern pen, and its intrusion bas

PROnGLUN

he

often lent additional sadness to comie
Journallsm, e¢ven, slus! to the pages of our
chlef humorous periodieal, In the Nomth
of Englind ‘mon’ certainly oc in
Neottish  speech naver, In Scot nd
Stevenson one may look for It in

The brosd, soft vocallzation of the word

in Lothian dialect Hes somewhers between
‘maun’ and “mazn,” but as It i

erilly symbolized. the word
In dinlect passages simply
English.™

cCan
+

Archhishop Temple, of Canterbury,
gan his career as a Bishop on the hig
episcopal throne in Europe.
Exeter Cuthedrnl. Composed of the v
best ook, with mazgnificent curving, oxs
cuted by the moat experty Jdesigners of the

It i= the

day, the throne soars upward in beautiful
twpering pinnacles, which rise up to the
lofty 100f of the sacred edifice, The

LY

throne is not only the biggest,
the oldest. [t was saved from destruction
by the Purltans by the ingenulty of the
Cavallers, who, when the Roumdh

marched on Exeter, pulled down the t
and divided 1t into 365 pleces—one for every

of Lthe year.

but one «

dny The pleces wera snfely
secured In many hiding plices, und when
Wit the put

together agaln without the ald of a single

peitce restored pleces

| nail,

the |

An Engli=h poper sayas that
mote corner of England there
parish which had been In the

cne family for generations. One Sund

s nelghboring clergyman was nvited o
presc and, after the serv v
marked to the vicar, whose I il
been baid for many yen “Why does
your clerk In the Te Deum say, Thon

art the Queen of Glory, O Chrixst T
vicar replled he had never, owing to
deafness, heard the clerk. On the
being asked for an explanation he r
that on the death of Willlam IV tE
car's father had told him substituta
the word “Queen’™ for “"King"” wherever
It appeared In the prayerboolk. Bhould
there be any other cases of this kipd, the
perpetuated error will now be corrected
by the Insiruciion to say “King" ofics
more.

to

The news of the death of Guy Catlin,
which was received yesterday, brings to
many people In Portland a strong sense
personal loss. Mr. Catlin not
only one of the most gifted und promls-
Ing young men who
Portland thelr home,
stanch friend and a
panlon, While he wias perhaps better
known as a song writer, the fnest
things he wrote were never set to musie,
nnd many of them compossd for occa-
sfong have drifted from the knowledge
of his friends, and may be yoars find-
Ing their way to print. One of the inst
and best bita of verse from hls pen was
written in Alasks last Spring, and is
here published for the first time:

THE SBCOREL
There's a hasze o'er the wveldl, and the sun,
hanging low,

of wis

have ever made
but he was
delightful

n
COme-

Tinges, dully, the mist with Hs smouldering
glow,

And the shouts and the clangor of blow upon
blow

Tell the struggle "twixt Hriton and Boer;
Theoe Is deuth in the drone of the shells on the
wing.
And thers's desih I the bullets that merrily
=lng.,
For the sinughter Is on, and the Devil is Kimg,
And he Devil will pettic the score!

So ita Boom!—Crash!—euattlo and roar,

And Ita death to the Hriton, and death to
e Boer,

There are dead mon a° plenty, and soon to
be mote,
{Hut the Devil will settle the score!)

There's n Jound in the alr liks the toll of &
beil,
Fur they' re bringing the dead, and they're ring-
ing thelr kneil,
Anid from clty sad bamilet, and kople and dell,
To the bheavens, the requlems soar;
There's a sound in the wnir llke the scugh of

the wind;

"Tia the wall of the women, left werping be-
hind,

Byt the Devil's In charge—(and the Devll i
kind!)

And the Devil will settla the scoral

Ho itz Poom!—Crashl—rattle and roar,

And Ha death to the Briton, and death to
the DBower,

There are deand men 2 plenty, and scon ta
e mure,
(But the Deovil will settle the scorel)

The Last Poet.
Frank L. Stanton In Atlanta Constitution.
He passed high ¢'er the sunset hilla that blos-
simed
With the last fair and fading Sowdr of song,
Whtle nsilently the final night embosomed
The melody the world had loved so Loyt

And mwn leaned lstening to the dying num-
bers
That floated far from that mejodious helght,
And children heard the echo in their slumbxr
And Rissed thelr mothers, dreaming in the
night.

The violet winds were melted into sighing.
The lovely woods were wondering and mate;

While deep, divinely, on the workl fell dying
The splendid music of the world's last lute,

Then o'er the gloom God's splirit passed, and
morning
Saw all the banners of the darkness furled,
While all her gitttering jewnls fashed, adorn-

ing
The Hills and heavens of s songless world.

And men wenti weary Ia the bloom and splen-
i
Anil aid with HUfted eyes the light condemn;
Pur lo! they missed the music that could reg-
der
The meaning of iheir sorrows unto them.

All seng was dead; In glorious groves en-
chanted

The winds went tuneless from the alry
throng:

Azd hy mad memories In the midnight
haumnted

Men moansd with heartbreak for s living
SOuK.

Nor for that song could any gold or glory
Upon thelr llves a birom or blessing shed;

For song had passsd Into a mystio story—
The last aweol post of the world was deadl




