Mr. Moores Says & New One Is Not
Reguired.

ORPGON CITY, Peb. 11.—(To the Ed-
ftor. }—The plea of Hon. R. G, Smith for a
constitutions! convention, published In
your lssue of Banday, lacks the force and
conciusiveness which usually character-
izes articles coming from his pen. He
rerms (o Tegard the state constitution,
farmulated by the plonecers of the state
& years ago, as an Infrumont for the
propagation of political immaorality. This
iz the iatest and by all odds the most
original excuse that has ever been made
for the ings of membems of the
Oregon Legisiature. It is manifestly un-
falr that all our Jegislative crimes, or any
portion of them, should be shouldered
upen the wnoffemding authors of our wtats
cansttution. It would eeem t(hat If the
limitations of that ronstitutiom have un-
derminsd the momls of our legislators, §it
would be unmafe to adopt a constitution
imposting any restriotions, and that possi.
bly wa should abolish the constitution al-
togrther and procesd upon the old-fash-
foned plan of having no written constiiu-
ton,

if the vl constitution provided for too
few offices, and prescridbed salaries that
wore Inadequate for such offices as it 4
creats, is there not dunger that fn a new
instrument we may go 1o the other ex-
treme and establieh offices and f#ix sals
sies that wiil give silll greater disaatls-
faction Iin coming years? It Is an csay
matter to plek flaws In & completed work,
buot it s well 1o reflect that there = mare
tulent in this worid for destructive thau
for conmtroctive work. The young bump-
kin who ventured the opinion that Netls
taient was required to writs the Book of
Proverbs was conciusively answersd by
the college professor when told to write a
fow himsell. The mtate would probably
suffer nothing If the work of preparing a
new constilution were loft to men of the
ndmitted capacity of Mr. Bmith, but the
chances are that any copstitutional con-
ventlon we= might elect would give us a
lese =atisfactory Instrument than the vae
we now have

Has the soggestion for a new constitu-
tion come from the taxpayers of the state?
Who s demanding 1tT From not a single
county nor a single precinet has any re-
guest come for ft. A number of our pol-
fticlane, who seem especially solicitous
about the welfare af the people, are urg-
ipg an amendment providing for the Ini-
tintive and referendum. Would not the
question as to whether or not we peed a
new constitution be & good one to open
up on? What question is thers that the
peopls are more vitally intrresied in than
the fundamental law whith we designats
as our state constitutien? 1f the people
want & new constitution. let them say no
at the polly before the expense s incorred
of holding a comvention whose work they
will, in all probabdlity, repudiate, jost K8
they did the five amendmenta submitted
last June,

A member on the floor of the Houme, a5t
wesk, In discussing a bill providing for
the rell=f af the Sapreme Courl, argued
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