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MR. WATSON’S REJOINDER.

His Rill for Retirement of Judge
Clelnnd I“tt— the Bench.

BALEM, Or.. Jan. -—ITo the Edltor)—
The criticlsm which Hu been applled m«l
my Bl to decreass the mumber of Clir-
cutt Judges In our judicial district has
assumed n whape when It savors of Io-
timidation. Thowe who have read the
eurraspondence in your paper dealing with
this matter will feel that I am justified
in requesting speoe In your paper for a
hearing. First, | desire to say there waa
po personal motive in Me Clelend's sc-
Jeetion for retirement. 1f any cther Judse
had been salected, the same cry would
have been raised by nis friends and the
patriotic apd Indepemdent gentlemen of
the her, The only guestion pertinent ls,
1 think, whether or no the dimtrict re
quires the services of more than three
Judges; If go, then 1 have been misin.
formrd. If mol. then 1 am right and shall
malntain my position, abuse of no abuse.
1 bxwe learned ln The Orsgonlsn that the
siate owes no one a living. 1 profound.
1y bellove in this doctrine, and 1 alkg be-
Deve that the honcorable and high-minded
Judge will not ask for a position and sal-
«ry unisss thers ls nesd of hls services
Many of the present opponents of the bill
admit that three Judges are sufficient. |
have investigated the matter candidly and
take the views of compeisnt dlsinterestad
men and belleve the fact to be thar we
have one Judge too many. The pgentle-
men whe with such esnotional volces de-
claim about the independence of the ju-
diclary should respect the ndapendence
and good name of the Legisiator, and,
rather than throw the suspicion of petty
motlves upon him, assixt for the commaen
good by an impartial and hearty suppor
of the pood ol dermoeratic dootrines of
government This will be my only reply,
and the position whick 1 bave faken I
shall mainizin, uniess by further lght
convipeed that I am mistaken Jn the
facts, to which conviction 1 am open.

D. M. WATSON.
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